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INTRODUCTION. 

The  memory  of  Steuben  has  many  claims  upon 
the  present  generation.  To  the  cause  of  our  coun- 
try  in  the  times  of  its  distress,  he,  at  the  sacrifice  of 
a  secure  career,  devoted  the  experience  and  skiQ, 
which  had  been  the  fruit  of  long  years  of  service 
under  the  greatest  master  of  the  art  of  war  of  that 
day.  He  rendered  the  inestimable  benefit  of  in- 
troducing a  better  rule  into  the  discipline  of  the 
American  army,  and  stricter  accountability  in  the 
distribution  of  military  stores.  He  served  imder 
our  flag  with  implicit  fidelity,  with  indefatigable  in- 
dustry, and  a  courage  that  shrunk  from  no  danger. 
His  presence  was  important  both  in  the  camp  and  on 
the  field  of  battle ;  from  the  huts  of  Valley  Forge 
to  Yorktown;  and  he  remained  with  us  till  his 
death. 

Happily,  a  biographer  has  at  last  risen  up,  worthy 
and  able  to  do  justice  to  Steuben  by  a  full  sketch  of 
the  eventful  story  of  his  life.  The  interesting  and 
well-written  work  of  Friedrich  Kapp,  which  is  now 
laid  before  the  public,  has  been  prepared  with  a  care- 
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fill  and  conscientious  study  of  the  best  materials. 
The  author  lias  brought  to  his  undertaking  the 
scholarly  habits  and  criticism  of  the  learned  men 
of  Germany,  and  has  left  nothing  within  liis  reach 
unconsidered.  We  have  in  his  production  the  most 
complete  and  trusty  account  of  Steuben's  career, 
drawn  directly  from  contemporary  sources,  authenti- 
cated by  the  use  of  the  original  papers  of  Steuben 
himself.  Neither  has  the  zeal  of  the  biographer  led 
him  to  exaggerate  the  hero's  merit ;  he  is  painted  to 
the  life  with  his  defects  and  his  great  qualities.  FuU 
justice  is  also  rendered  to  Washington ;  but  of  the 
character  and  career  of  Lafayette,  I  have  formed  an 
estimate  widely  different  from  that  of  the  author  of 
this  biography. 

It  is  not  merely  as  the  memorial  of  an  eminent 
general  of  the  Revolution,  and  a  valuable  contribu- 
tion to  the  history  of  American  independence,  that 
this  work  has  claims  to  consideration.  It  deserves 
special  attention  as  a  just  tribute  by  one  of  our 
German  fellow-citizens  to  the  greatest  military  com- 
mander of  German  origin  who  took  part  in  the  vindi- 
cation of  our  liberties.  The  Americans  of  that  day, 
who  were  of  German  birth  or  descent,  formed  a  large 
part  of  the  population  of  the  United  States ;  they 
can  not  well  be  reckoned  at  less  than  a  twelfth  of  the 
whole,  and  perhaps  formed  even  a  larger  proportion 
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of  the  insurgent  people.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  lUvolution,  we  hear  little  of  them,  not  from  their 
want  of  zeal  in  the  good  cause,  but  from  their 
modesty.  They  kept  themselves  purposely  in  the 
background,  leaving  it  to  those  of  English  origin  to 
discuss  the  violation  of  English  liberties  and  to  decide 
whether  the  time  for  giving  battle  had  come.  But 
when  the  resolution  was  taken,  no  part  of  the  counr 
try  was  more  determined  in  its  patriotism  than 
the  German  counties  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia. 
Neither  they  nor  their  descendants  have  laid  claim 
to  all  the  praise  that  was  their  due.  So  that  the 
eflbrt  to  exhibit  the  achievements  of  one  of  their  race 
in  a  clearer  light  deserves  a  willing  recognition. 

Another  consideration  enhances  the  interest  of  the 
subject.  The  number  of  those  who  have  emigrated 
from  Germany  has  increased,  till  the  intelligence,  the 
culture,  as  well  as  the  people  and  the  aspirations  of 
Germany  find  here  their  representatives.  It  requires 
no  prophetic  eye  to  discern  that  the  German  mind,  as 
represented  by  our  German  fellow-citizens,  blending 
with  the  other  elements  which  go  to  constitute  the 
American  people,  is  destined  to  exert  a  marked  in- 
fluence on  America.  The  American  Revolution, — 
having  been  wantonly  opposed  by  a  few  of  the  minor 
princes,  and  loudly  supported  by  the  sympathies  of 
Lessing,  Klopstock,  Schiller,  Frederick  the  Great, 
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and  so  many  more  of  that  day, — ^is  indissolubly  con- 
nected with  the  traditions  of  central  Europe.  This 
circumstance,  aided  by  a  natural  pride  and  interest 
in  the  large  body  of  men  of  German  descent  in  the 
United  States,  has  exercised,  and  is  destined  yet 
more  to  exercise,  a  moulding  influence  on  the  thought, 
the  political  theories  and  institutions  of  Germany. 
The  career  of  Steuben,  who  was  born  in  Pinissia,  and 
took  part  in  the  great  Seven  Years'  War  for  German 
liberty,  before  he  became  the  fellow-laborer  of  Wash- 
ington, is  a  ground  on  which  these  sympathies  may 
come  together;  as  he  did  not  live  to  that  period 
when  our  country  heaped  just  rewards  upon  the  sur- 
viving soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  our  debt  of  grati- 
tude is  best  acknowledged  by  a  monument  to  his 
fame;  and  men  of  German  origin  on  the  Rhine  or 
the  Oder,  on  the  James  river  or  the  Ohio,  on  the 
Mohawk  or  the  Missouri,  may  join  with  the  rest  of 
us  in  approving  an  honest  and  hearty  record  of  the 
worth  and  services  of  Steuben . 

GEORGE  BANCROFT. 

New  Yobk,  February  14, 1859. 


PREFACE. 


The  following  pages  constitute  the  first  attempt  that  has 
ever  been  made  at  a  complete  biography  of  General  Von 
Steaben.  In  submitting  them  to  the  American  public,  I  flat- 
ter myself  that  my  work  will  not  be  considered  superfluous, 
and  that  it  will  be  found  to  contain  a  considerable  store  of 
valuable  and  hitherto  unpublished  matter  connected  with  the 
internal  history  of  the  American  Revolution. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  publishing 
an  historical  work,  were  much  more  serious  for  a  foreigner,  to 
whom  to  think  and  write  in  a  language  not  his  own  is  diflicult 
enough,  than  for  a  native  of  America.  Nevertheless,  from 
the  moment  I  commenced  the  work,  I  have  not  allowed  any 
sacrifice  of  time  to  deter  me  from  reviving,  by  a  description 
of  his  life,  the  memoiy  of  one  whose  participation  in  the 
achievement  of  the  independence  and  freedom  of  this  coun- 
try has  been  so  distinguished  and  meritorious  as  that  of  Steu- 
ben. 

I  am  too  well  aware  of  the  imperfections  and  advantages 
of  this  book,  to  allow  a  filse  modesty  to  prevent  my  alluding 
to  them.  To  appreciate  adequately  Steuben's  merit  requires 
a  profound  military  education.  An  oflicer  of  experience  and 
talent  is  alone  capable  of  treating  the  subject  of  this  work  in 
a  perfect  manner ;  and  it  was  only  because  no  one  possessing 
this  qualification  seemed  willing  to  perform  the  task,  that  I 
was  induced  to  overcome  my  reluctance  to  undertake  it.  To 
supply  ray  deficiency  in  this  respect  as  much  as  possible,  I 
have  copied  a  number  of  important  letters  and  other  docu- 
ments, which,  I  trust,  will  render  it  easy  for  every  one  versed 
in  military  matters  to  form  a  correct  opinion,  and  make  up  for 
the  many  impei-fections  of  my  nan*ative.    The  arrangement 
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of  my  book  may  not  be  exactly  in  conformity  with  the  ar 
tistio  requirements  of  biographical  writing  ;  but  the  fact  that 
the  greater  part  of  niy  material  is  nen^,  nnd  hithci'to  unpub- 
lished, and  that  in  order  to  attain  my  chief  object,  to  [wrtray 
Steuben  in  the  light  of  his  time  and  the  jtidgmeDt  of  hin  co- 
tempovavies,  I  was  obliged  to  copy  the  greater  number  of  the 
doruments  without  abridgment,  will,  I  hope,  in  some  degree 
plead  my  excuse. 

I  conceive  that  one  of  the  chief  recoinincndatious  of  this 
book  will  bo  found  to  bo  that  it  iillowa  fiict3  to  speak  for  them- 
selves, and  limits  the  author's  opinions  to  those  statements 
which  obviously  need  explanation.  Had  the  material  not  been 
so  very  incomplete,  that  is,  so  full  of  gajis,  I  should  have  fol- 
lowed my  first  inclination,  and  have  only  given  a  carefully 
selected  collection  of  the  Steuben  papers,  critically  and  chro- 
nologically arranged ;  for  a  good  biography  is  only  a  single 
plank  in  the  building  which  the  historian  put-i  together.  The 
greater  the  amount  of  material  it  contains  the  better  it  is ; 
and  the  more  reasoning  it  contains  the  worse  it  is.  A  great 
German  philosojilier,  Ludwig  Feuorbacb,  h.is  written  the  life 
of  his  father,  the  great  jurist,  in  this  way,  and  has  publLshcd 
a  classical  work  which  does  not  contain  a  single  superfluous 
word,  and  teaches  other  authors  a  lesson  of  modesty  and  sell- 
control.  "Historians,"  says  Fouerbach,  "may  be  as  proud 
as  they  please  of  their  objectivity  (Objectivity),  but  this, 
in  reality,  only  consists  in  abstaining  from  speaking  them- 
selves, and  in  allowing  the  subject  to  speak  directly  for  itself. 
Eveiy  one  represents  himself  best." 

For  the  same  reason  I  have  allowed,  as  much  as  possible, 
evidence  and  pei'sons  to  speak  for  themselves,  and  certainly  no- 
body can  reproach  me  with  having  even  partially  adopted  the 
"  Fourth  of  July  oration  stylo."  I  believe  that  the  biograph- 
ical works  relating  to  the  period  of  the  Revolution  wliich  are 
extant  here,  are  not  sufliciontly  comprehensive.  The  Amer- 
icans regard  with  jnstilial>le  pride  the  battle  for  independence 
which  their  fathers  fought,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
heroes  who  achieved  that  independence  were  giants  compared 
with  the  men  of  the  present  day.  But  in  their  peculiar  evan- 
gelical way  of  conteni|>lating  men  and  things,  they  fancy  tliey 
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are  paying  their  heroes  a  great  tribute  of  respect,  by  divest- 
ing  them  of  all  human  attributes,  and  cither  forgetting  alto- 
gether, measuring  by  the  standard  of  the  present  time,  or 
blindly  condemning  those  men  who  do  not  exactly  suit  their 
tastes  and  ideas.  Thus  has  erroneous  idealism  of  the  time  of 
the  Revolution  by  tlie  present  generation  seriously  impeded 
the  progress  of  a  comprehensive  and  critical  investigation  of 
tlie  history  of  that  period.  The  more  the  commercial  and 
business  pursuits  of  the  day  are  opposed  to  an  intimate  un- 
derstanding of  the  character  of  the  Revolution,  the  more  is 
the  past  transccndcntalizcd.  UnqualiGed  worship  is  always 
accompanied  by  equally  unqualified  depreciation  or  condemna- 
tion, and  the  rarely  commended  Greene,  and  the  unappreciated 
Steuben  correspond  with  the  deified  Washington  and  Lafayette. 
Jefferson  fitly  criticises  their  mode  of  judging,  in  his  remarks 
on  a  life  of  Patrick  Henry,  which  was  written  in  this  objection- 
able style.  "It  is  a  bad  book,"  says  he,  "written  in  bad 
style,  and  gives  so  imperfect  an  idea  of  Patrick  Henry  that  it 
seems  intended  to  show  off  the  writer  more  than  the  subject 
of  the  work." 

I  hope  tliat  I  have  not  exposed  myself  to  this  reproach, 
since  it  has  been  my  most  earnest  endeavor  to  adhere  strictly 
to  impartial  truth  and  justice,  and  avoid  all  illusions  and  erro- 
neous conchmions.  And  if  my  opinions  of  events  and  men 
diflTer  from  those  of  others,  and  even  appear  to  be  less  favorable 
than  those  containe<l  in  the  traditionary  accounts  of  the  times, 
I  hope  that  instead  of  blaming  me,  my  readers  will  give  me 
credit  for  having  examined  the  sources  of  information  within 
my  reach  independently  and  conscientiously. 

Steuben's  life  could  only  be  written  in  Xcw  York.  The 
Xew  York  Historical  Society  contains  in  its  collection  of  man- 
uscripts sixteen  volumes  of  original  Steuben  Papers,  which 
were  presented  to  the  society  about  twenty  years  ago  by  the 
heirs  and  executors  of  Colonel  Benjamin  Walker.  They  ex- 
tend over  the  entire  of  Steuben's  life,  and  although  here  and 
there  important  gaps  occur  in  them,  it  would  nevertheless  be 
impossible  without  them  to  write  any  thing  approaching  to  a 
perfect  biography  of  Steuben. 

The  most  valuable  portions  of  the  collection  arc  the  letters 
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of  the  year  1778,  and  the  docaments  relating  to  the  Virginia 
campaign.  Besides  these,  the  Gates  Papers,  also  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Historical  Society,  contain  a  large  part  of  Steu- 
ben's con*espondence  with  Lafayette  in  1781,  and  some  valuable 
lettera  from  Gates,  Armstrong  and  othei*s. 

My  use  of  this  precious  treasure  was  greatly  fiicilitated  by 
the  extreme  kindness  of  the  librarian,  George  H.  Moore,  Esq. 
Mr.  Moore  is  a  model  librarian  ;  he  gives  every  assistance  in 
his  power,  and  often  meets  the  searcher  more  than  half  way. 
It  is  not  only  most  fortunate  for  the  Historical  Society  to  have 
such  a  librarian,  bat  it  is  fortunate  for  the  entire  country,  and 
for  science,  since  both  profit  by  his  good  qualities.  I  trust 
that  Mr.  Moore  may  long  be  spared  to  the  Historical  Society. 

In  a  like  degree  am  I  indebted  to  Mr.  George  Washing- 
ton Greene  for  the  readiness  with  which  he  placed  his  written 
treasures  at  my  disposal.  Mr.  Greene  is  a  grandson  of  the 
famous  General  Xathanael  Greene,  and  has,  with  the  piety  of 
a  son,  and  the  judgment  and  industry  of  a  historian,  collected 
all  his  grandfather's  letters  and  despatches.  In  this  invaluable 
collection  I  found  sixty-two  letters  which  had  been  exchanged 
between  Greene  and  Steuben,  and  which  often  cast  a  new 
light  on  the  war  in  the  South,  and  on  the  relations  of  the  two 
generals.  When  Greene's  lettera  and  dispatches  are  published, 
a  new,  and,  after  Washington's  writings,  the  most  authentic 
source  of  information,  with  regard  to  the  history  of  tliat 
eventful  penod  will  be  accessible  to  the  public. 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  im|>ortant  services  rendered 
to  me  by  John  W.  Mulligan,  Esq.,  with  whom  I  have  had 
the  advantage  of  becoming  intimately  acquainted  during  the 
progress  of  this  work.  This  venerable  gentleman,  now  eighty- 
six  years  of  age,  who  became  acquidnted  with  Steuben  when 
the  latter  lived  in  New  York  at  Walker's,  afterwards  with 
Charles  Adams  lived^in  his  family,  and  continued  to  act  as  his 
secretary  until  his  death,  related  to  me  with  quite  remarkable 
vigor  and  freslmess  a  number  of  characteristic  traits  and  stories 
of  Steuben's  life.  I  would  that  every  biographer  may  find  so 
reliable  an  authority,  and  so  amiable  and  instructive  a  narra- 
tor as  Mr.  Mulligan. 

In  my  journeys,  which  I  was  obliged  to  make  in  seai'ch  of 
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new  soarces  of  information,  I  was  always  most  fortunate  in  m  cet- 
ing  with  kindness  and  assistanoe  when  I  addressed  myself  to 
private  individaals.  Through  the  &vor  of  Mr.  Jarcd  Sparks, 
and  the  friendly  intervention  of  Dr.  Langdon  Elwyn  of  Phila- 
delphia, I  was  permitted  to  examine  and  make  use  of  the  collec- 
tion of  the  Daponcean  papers,  wliich  remain  uiipriiitcd  in  the  ^ 
possession  of  Mr.  G.  Garesch6  of  Philadelphia.  I  am  also  in- 
debted to  Dr.  W.  B.  Sprague  of  Albany  for  some  of  the  most 
valuable  documents  that  I  have  found  for  my  purpose.  Mr. 
Sprague  was  good  enough  to  allow  me  to  select  thcin  from  his 
fiunous  collection  of  autographs,  and  to  entrust  them  to  my 
care.  Had  he  not  been  so  obliging  there  would  have  been 
many  perceptible  gaps  in  my  narrative. 

The  richest  store,  however,  I  found  in  Utica,  in  the  pos- 
session of  Mr.  Charles  A.  Mann,  to  whom  the  New  York  His- 
torical Society  is  indebted  for  its  present  manuscript  collection 
of  Steuben  papers.  I  discovered  here,  for  the  first  time,  among 
a  heap  of  bills  and  business  papers  of  the  late  Colonel  Walker, 
an  absolute  treasure  of  interesting  and  instructive  manuscripts, 
viz. :  opinions  on  military  matters,  muster-rolls,  army  lists, 
complete  returns,  order-books,  letters,  etc.,  etc.,  which  form 
a  necessary  supplement  to  the  Steuben  papei*s  of  the  Histor- 
ical Society,  and  which  were  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Maun  for 
presentation  to  that  institution.  He  who  has  undertaken  an 
historical  work  in  which  ho  is  deeply  interested,  and  in  his 
search  for  information  has  found  an  unexpected  treasure,  can 
alone  conceive  the  joy  which  I  felt  when  I  saw  all  these  price- 
less docimieiits  spread  out  before  me  at  Mr.  Mann's,  and  knew 
that  I  might  rummage  among  them  as  I  pleased. 

Judge  M.  M.  Jones,  the  historian  of  Oneida  county,  who  once 
thought  of  writing  Steuben's  life  himself,  ollered  me,  in  the 
kindest  manner,  permission  to  examine  the  materials  wliich  he 
had  collected,  and  I  am  also  under  obligations  to  him  for  a 
copy  of  the  interesting  and  rare  biographical  sketch  of  Steu- 
ben by  William  North.  Finally,  I  acknowledge  the  kindness 
of  Frederick  Fairlie,  Esq.,  of  Elizabeth  City,  New  Jersey,  in 
communicating  to  me  some  interesting  details  of  the  life  of 
his  &ther,  Major  James  Fairlie,  one  of  Steuben's  former  aides- 
de-camp. 
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I  am  tlie  more  thankful  to  those  of  the  above-named  gen- 
tlemcn  wlio  do  not  inhabit  New  York,  because,  although  I 
was  a  perfect  stranger  to  them,  and  without  any  personal  in- 
troduction, they  received  me  with  so  much  kindness  and  flnt- 
tering  confidence. 

Lastly,  I  desire  to  ovprcss  the  obligations  I  am  under  to 
my  friend,  William  Jloiitaguo  Browne,  Esq.,  one  of  the  edi- 
tors of  the  New  York  Jouinnl  of  Commerce,  whose  willing 
services  in  correcting  my  MSS.  have  boon  invaluable  to  me. 

The  only  place  where  1  was  ignominiously  repulsed  wns 
Washington,  whore  I  wished  to  examine,  among  the  State 
Arehivcs,  the  perfectly  arranfjed  collection  of  papers  relating 
to  the  Revolution  which  is  kept  there.  I  arrived  there  on 
the  19th  of  June,  1656,  provided  with  the  best  letters  of  in 
troduction  to  ministers,  secretaries  and  morabers  of  Congress. 
I  was  not  received  by  the  then  Secretary  of  Stale,  and  was 
put  off  from  Friday  to  the  following  Tuesday,  because  the 
Secretary  was  too  much  occu]>ied  with  a  note  on  the  Central 
American  question  to  receive  anybody  before  the  departure 
of  the  nest  European  steamer.  I  was  then  referred  to  an 
osiiistant  Secretary  of  State,  who,  in  his  first  conversation,  do-  • 
olared  his  perfect  willingness  to  grant  my  request.  He,  how- 
ever, wont  immediately  into  another  room,  as  it  seemed,  to 
take  advice,  and  came  back  to  inform  me  that  I  could  not  bo 
allowed  access  to  the  archives  without  the  express  permission 
of  Congress.  This  decree  was  quite  new  and  strange  to  me,  be- 
cause it  was  in  complete  contradiction  to  what  my  New  York 
fiiends  had  led  me  to  believe  ;  because  acquaintances  of  mine 
had  only  a  short  lime  before  found  no  difliculty  whate*  er ;  and 
because  a  New  York  gentleman  was  at  that  very  time  work- 
ing every  day  among  the  archives  without,  as  far  as  I  knew, 
any  special  permission  from  Congress,  In  order  to  get  an  ex- 
planation of  this  contradiction  I  went  to  the  librarian  and  to 
a  member  of  Congress,  to  whom  I  had  been  personally  intro- 
duced. They  both  assured  me  that  I  must  have  made  a  niis- 
take,  and  that  there  was  no  need  of  any  special  permission 
from  Congress.  I  made  a  seconil  attempt  with  the  under  Sec- 
retary of  State,  who,  it  api»e!ired,  was  also  n  general  in  lime 
o;"  peace  ;  but  I  was  juost  juisitively  refused.     My  Now  York 
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acquaintance  then  took  me,  without  any  further  parley,  straight 
to  the  archive  chamber,  and  I  was  permitted  by  the  superin- 
tendent, an  agreeable,  obliging  man,  to  look  over  and  copy 
the  papers  I  wanted,  on  condition  that  I  should  get  the  per- 
mission of  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  which  he  had  no  doubt 
On  the  next  day,  a  Saturday,  I  began  to  copy,  and  made  ar. 
rangcments  to  continue  my  task  during  the  following  week. 
On  Monday,  however,  after  having  made  a  third  attempt  to 
get  the  desired  information,  and  not  having  been  allowed  ad- 
mittance to  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  superintendent  took 
away  my  copies,  and  locked  up  the  documents.  I  have  no 
&ult  to  find  with  the  latter  gentleman.  He  had  already  done 
more  than  perhaps  he  ought  to  have  done.  I  was  unwilling, 
with  a  temperature  of  about  one  hundred  degrees,  to  spend 
several  days  begging  as  a  special  grace  for  that  to  which  I 
conceived  I  had  a  perfect  right.  I  left  Washington  that  same 
evening  for  New  York,  and  had  scarcely  arrived  when  I  re- 
ceived the  copied  papers  which  had  been  taken  from  me  by 
tlie  superintendent,  in  a  cover,  unaccompanied  by  a  line  of  ex- 
planation, bearing  the  seal  of  the  State  Department.  If  any 
thing  can  speak  in  iavor  of  my  opinions  and  against  the  un- 
der Secretary  of  State,  it  is  tliis  unsolicited  remittance  of  the 
papei-s. 

I  can  not  deny  myself  the  satisfaction,  small  though  it  be, 
to  denounce  to  the  public  the  insult  which  I  received.  I  was 
treated  in  Wasliington  as  if  I  were  a  spy,  and  that  for  no 
other  reason  than  because  I  was  a  foreigner.  Ameiican  his- 
torians are  justly  proud  of  the  complaisance  and  attention 
with  which  they  have  been  received  in  European  libraries, 
and  allowed  access  to  European  archives.  The  narrow-mind- 
edness of  applying  to  scientific  researches  the  miserable  stand- 
ard of  nationality  does  not  exist  in  any  European  capital. 
Throughout  Europe,  from  St.  Petersburg  to  Madrid,  the  li- 
brarians, ministers  and  subordinate  officials,  are  too  enlight- 
ened to  be  guilty  of  any  such  oflense  against  civilization. 
They  do  not  regard  the  permission  to  use  the  treasures  con- 
tided  to  their  care  as  a  favor,  but  as  the  vested  right  of  every 
educated  man  who  is  properly  recommended.  I  must  here 
relate  a  little  anecdote,  which,  although   belonging  to  low 


comedy,  is  perfectly  cliaracteriatic  of  these  Washington  geii- 
tlomon. 

"  I  presume  you  arc  going  to  prove,"  said  odo  of  these 
classic  under  Secrctaiics  to  me,  on  that  day,  "that  the  success 
of  our  Revolution  is  due  to  the  Germans ;  that  they  contrib- 
uted cliieHy  to  our  national  independence.  There  was  once  ;in 
Irishman  who  wrote  a  life  of  General  Montgomery,  and  n|>- 
plied  to  the  Department  for  admisiiiion  to  the  aichlves.  lie 
allcrwai'ds  provcJ  that  wo  should  not  liavo  succeeded  without 
General  Montgomery,  and  that  he  was  oven  equal  to  Wash- 
ington." In  short,  among  the  gonerala,  commodores  and  col- 
onels of  tlie  miuistiy  of  State,  I  was  suhmittcd  to  a  close 
cross-examination,  aud  though  of  course  dcnyuig  the  pro- 
priety of  tlieir  Lnquidtivcness,  I  gavo  lepeated  assurances 
that  I  intended  to  write  history  and  not  fancy  tales.  Thoy, 
however,  did  not  seem  to  place  much  confidence  in  what  I 
stud. 

It  is  very  possible  that  in  the  rich  collection  of  papers  in 
t)ie  archives  of  Washington,  many  valuable  documents  exist, 
which  I  might  have  used.  I  wish  that  those  who  may  at- 
tempt to  get  access  to  them  after  me,  may  have  better  suc- 
cess, and,  above  all,  receive  more  becoming  treatment.  The 
chances,  however,  of  any  such  change  arc  very  small,  so  long 
as  the  control  of  the  great  original  treasures  of  the  Revolu 
tion  is  left  to  the  subordinate  tools  of  the  dominant  party. 

It  was  my  intention  at  one  time,  after  completing  this 
work,  to  write  tlie  lives  of  Von  Kalb,  Kosciusko,  Pulasky,  aud 
other  foreign  officers  and  generals  of  the  Kevolution ;  but  as 
I  should  be  obliged  to  consult  the  Washington  archives  in 
the  greater  portion  of  my  researches,  I  have  abandoned  the 
idea,  not  being  willing  to  purchase  a  very  doabtibl  sucooss  by 
pcraonal  humiliation. 

Fbiedbicb  Kapp. 
Nbtt  Yobe,  febmary,  18S9. 
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TniRTY  Years*  War.— Nicholas  Von  Steuben  Captain  in  the  Army  of  the  Em- 
peror OF  QERMAKYf  FOUNDER  OF  THIS  BrANCIL— MENTION  OK  ITS  MCMBEES  DOWN 

TO  WiLmcLM  Augustine,  the  Father  of  the  Gknerai..— Sketch  of  his  Life.— 
Names  and  Number  of  his  Children.- Birth  of  General  Von  Steuben.— IIu 
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Kino  in  Europe. — German  Patriotism  aroused  by  his  Exploits. — Prussia  at 
THR  Zenith  of  her  Fame  at  the  commencement  op  Steuben's  Career. — Stf.itben 
Snbiox  and  Libutrxant. — IIis  Duties  in  Bchweidnitz  described  in  an  interest- 
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AMONG  the  officers  who  assisted  the  United  States  of 
America  in  achieving  their  independence,  General  Von 
Steuben,  or,  as  he  is  more  generally  called  in  this  country, 
Baron  Steuben,*  holds  one  of  the  most  prominent  positions. 
This  position,  however,  is  not  accorded  to  him  in  the  pages 
of  American  history. 

The  evident  reason  for  this  neglect  i.s,  that  Steuben's  activ- 
ity, although  essentially  useful  and  indispensable,  was  not  as 
conspicuous  as  that  of  others ;  that  on  account  of  the  pecul- 
iar nature  of  his  position  as  inspector  and  diciplinarian  of  the 
troops,  he  was  almost  exclusively  engaged  behind  the  scenes 
of  the  theater  of  war,  and  assisted  materially  in  paving  the 
way  for  the  successes  of  which  others  reaped  the  greatest  por- 
tion of  the  gloiy.  Thus,  few  or  no  exterior  marks  of  Steuben's 
exertions  are  left,  and  the  same  prominence  is  not  given  to  his 
name,  in  connection  with  the  glorious  exploitJi  of  tlu^  war,  as 

♦  Pronounced  as  if  spelled  Stoylien. 
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is  bestowed  upon  others  whose  merits  were  not  greater,  if  so 
great,  and  whose  deeds  would  not  have  been  so  brilliant,  were 
it  not  for  the  efiocti^re  assistance  which  Steaben's  tuilent  and 
thorough  acquaintance  with  military  details  and  the  manage 
mcnt  of  troops  afibrded  in  the  entire  conduct  of  the  War  of 
Independence. 

The  life  of  Steuben  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
eventful  of  the  many  brilliant  and  stirring  scenes  of  the 
eighteenth  century. 

Sprung  from  an  old  noble  and  military  fiimily  of  Prossia, 
OS  a  child  he  accompanied  his  father  in  his  campaign  in  the 
Crimea  and  during  his  sojourn  in  Russia.  As  a  boy,  he  wan 
])re6ent  at  the  siege  of  Prague,  and,  as  a  youth,  he  entered  the 
service  of  Frederick  the  Great,  the  greatest  commander  of  the 
age,  and  fought  ^ath  distinction  in  the  bloodiest  engagements 
of  the  Seven  Years'  War.  Taken  prisoner  by  the  Russians, 
he  spent  some  time  at  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg,  and,  when 
set  at  liberty  by  Peter  III.,  he  remained,  until  the  end  of  the 
war,  attached  to  the  personal  staff  of  the  great  king.  The 
calm  which  succeeded  the  stormy  events  of  his  youth  was  not 
destined  to  be  everlasting.  As  soon  as  prospects  of  fame  and 
active  exertions  were  opened  to  liini  at  Versailles,  he  threw  up 
his  agreeable  but  inactive  appointment  at  home,  and  hastened 
to  America,  to  devote  his  military  knowledge  and  experience 
to  the  conquest  of  American  liberty,  and  to  fight  under  George 
Washington  for  the  independence  of  the  United  States.  His 
c'lforts  were  crowned  with  success  ;  and,  after  the  termination 
of  the  war,  Steuben  finally  retired  into  private  life,  to  end  a 
career  devoted  to  the  public  good,  in  honorable  but  unassum- 
ing poverty,  in  a  rough  log-house  in  the  backwoods. 

Prague  and  Kunei-sdorfj  Petersburg  and  Berlin,  Versailles 
and  Philadelphia,  Yorktown  and  New  York,  are  the  land- 
marks of  this  existence,  which,  however  checkered  and  beset 
with  difficulties,  has  left  brilliant  traces  behind  it,  and  justly 
di*Horve8  to  be  added  to  the  reoordri  of  American  history,  so 
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that,  from  a  solitary  example,  the  student  may  learn  what 
efforts  and  sacrifices  were  necessary  to  found  and  protect  the 
state  of  things,  in  the  enjoyment  of  which  the  American  nation 
lives  happy  and  undisturbed. 

The  family  from  which  General  Von  Steuben  is  descend- 
ed, still  exists  in  some  paits  of  Germany,  namely,  in  eastern 
Prussia,  Weimar,  and  Westphalia,  and  is  mentioned  for  the 
first  time  in  the  thirteenth  century,  when  they  left  Franconia, 
and  came  into  the  district  named  Mansfeld,  now  a  part  of  the 
Prussian  province  of  Saxony.*  Tlie  name,  which  is  first  writ- 
ten Steube,  Stoebe,  Stoyben,  and,  finally  Von  Steuben,  is  found 
in  the  list  of  vassals  of  Mansfeld  and  Mf^^dcburg,  which  was  a 
roll  of  all  the  noblemen  who  were  invested  with  feudal  manors 
and  estates.  Among  othei*s,  there  is  a  record  of  a  conveyance, 
executed  in  the  year  1898,  by  Archbishop  Albrecht  of  Magde- 
burg, to  one  Bernard  Von  Steuben,  concerning  the  manor  of 
Hohenthurm  ;t  besides  which,  the  Steubens  are  found,  in  the 
course  of  the  following  centunes,  in  the  possession  of  the  estates 
of  Gcrbstaedt,  Friedeburg,  and  Treschwitz.  In  1457  and 
1466,  we  find  a  Wenzel  Von  Steube,  who  was  town  counselor 
in  Ilalle.  on  the  Saale,  and  the  owner  of  some  shares  in  the 
salt  mines  of  that  city.  In  1478,  Archbishop  Ernest  of  Madge- 
burg  conferred  on  Philip  and  Hans  Von  Stoyben  two  shares  of 
the  above  mines,  and  some  other  estates  in  the  neighborhood. 

Afterwards,  the  Steubens  joined  the  Refonnation  under 
Luther,  and  became  Protestants,  like  all  the  noblemen  of  that 
part  of  Germany. 

It  was  one  of  the  consequences  of  the  Reformation,  that  the 
little  German  princes  increased  their  power  by  confiscating 
the  Church  property,  and  thus  became  enabled  to  subdue  the 

*  Spangenbci^  Adelsbistorie  II.,   1106-1117,  and  Collectio  Genealogica 
Kooninj^iana,  vol.  xciii. 

t  I.  Ch.  Von  Dreyhaupt  Ausfuhrliche  diplomatisch  liistorischo  Bescbrei 
bung  des  Saalkreiaes  und  aller  darin  befindlicben  Staodte.  Halle,  1755,  fol^ 
ptOOl. 
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influence  of  the  smaller  vassnls,  who  were  in  this  way  com* 
polled  to  enter  into  the  aerviee  of  their  former  rivftls.  At  the 
name  time  the  now  method  of  warfare,  the  new  uiTentions  in 
tho  military  service,  the  gcnci-nl  application  of  gunpowder, 
guns  and  cannons,  and  finally  the  new  system  of  mercen:iry 
troops,  made  the  8er^■ices  and  the  importance  of  the  knights 
anperfluons,  whose  former  individual  influcnco  and  power  were 
oxtinguished  by  the  centralized  dominion  of  the  prince.  13y 
the  contintieil  wars  they  lost  their  property,  also,  and  in- 
curred considerable  debts.  Especially  in  those  countries  which, 
like  the  north  and  middle  of  Germany,  were  the  perpetual 
theater  of  strite,  the  nobility  became  from  day  to  day  poorer 
and  more  dependent  upon  the  tonitorial  prince.  This  is  the 
reason  why,  in  the  old  provinces  of  Prussia,  there  are  scarcely 
any  wealthy  noblemen  to  be  found,  and  why  the  electors  of 
Brandenburg,  afterwords  kings  of  Prussia,  succeeded  with 
comparative  ease  in  Ibrciug  the  tbimerly  independent  knighta 
to  subserve  their  private  interests.  This  change,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  local  difierences,  was  general  over  the  whole  conti- 
nont  of  dvilized  Europe.  Commendng  with  the  Reformation, 
it  reached  its  culminating  point  in  the  court  nobility  of  Lonia 
XIV.  and  Louis  XV.,  whose  example  was  eagerly  imitated  by 
the  mushroom  princes  of  Germany.  Tlie  highest  ambition  of 
tbe  former  equals  of  kings  and  princes  was  now  to  obtain  some 
civil  or  military  office,  and  the  only  piivilcge  left  to  them  was 
their  ezcluuve'  nominaUon  to  the  highest  places  in  tbe  army 

The  Steuben  Jamily  belongs  to  this  category.  They  must 
have  lost  their  independence  very  early,  for  somo  of  their 
numbers  held  ecclesiastical  offices  even  at  the  tinic  of  tbe 
Reforni.itton.  Although  they  only  lost  the  remnants  of  their 
landed  estates  in  the  course  of  the  eighteenth  centoi-y,*  in  the 

•  I.  Cli.  Von  DrcjhBupt;   Gcnoriil-TiilH'llo  Oder  Goschlechtaregiatcr  der 
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early  Tecorda  of  the  Protestant  church  mention  is  made  of  a 
Mr.  Yon  Steabeo  as  one  of  its  first  preachers,  and  even  before 
Lothef  8  declaration  of  independence  from  the  Pope,  another 
Mr.  Von  Steuben,  in  1512,  is  an  officiating  clergyman  in 
Frotha,  near  Halle.* 

It  would  be  tedious  and  uninteresting  to  the  American 
reader  to  trace  the  history  of  the  Steuben  f^nily  through  all 
its  detmls.  It  will,  therefore,  be  sufficient  for  our  purpose  to 
state  briefly  that  the  branch  to  which  the  General  belongs 
was  separated  from  the  parent  stock  during  the  Thirty  Years' 
War,  though  retaining  the  same  arms  and  name.  The  former 
are  an  impailed  shield,  azure  (blue)  and  argent  (silver),  with  a 
bend  over  all  gules  (red) ;  the  crest,  surmounting  a  military 
casque,  is  two  elephant-trunks,  the  one  on  the  dexter  (right- 
hand)  argent  and  gules,  the  sinister  (lefl  hand)  gules  and  azure, 
the  whole  surmounted  by  a  coronet  of  nobility.  This  line  is 
connected  by  marriage  with  some  of  the  most  prominent 
Prussian  families  of  the  last  century.  The  Luederitz,  Saldern, 
Mcellcndorf  and  Knesebeck,  who,  for  more  than  a  hundred 
years,  excelled  as  generals  and  commanders,  are,  on  the  moth- 
er's part,  among  the  ancestors  of  Steuben,  and  the  counts  of 
Eflem  and  the  reigning  princes  of  Waldeck  and  Nassau-Siegen 
were  among  the  founders  of  this  line.  It  goes  back  to  Ernest 
Nicholas  Von  Steuben, f  who  entered  the  German  emperor's 
service  during  the  Thirty  Years'  War,  and  obtained  a  commis- 
sion as  captain.  In  consequence  of  the  severe  wounds  he  had 
received  in  various  battles,  he  was  compelled  in  early  life  to 
withdraw  from  service.  He  married  a  Lady  Ilenriette  Von 
Francken,  and  retired  to  his  estate.  He  left  but  one  son, 
Ludwig,  bom  in  1642,  who  was  knight  of  the  order  of  Malta, 
and  the  great-grandfather  of  the  General.    Ludwlg's  only  son, 

*  Ilerini^s  Beitraego  zur  rcformirton  Kircho,  ii.,  312. 

t  Historischos  Portefeuillc,  Berlin,  1785,  iv.  Stuck,  p.  447,  article  of  J.  P. 
Seyfert  of  Ilallc,  to  whom  tlio  history  of  the  Steuben  family  was  commuui- 
catod  by  tlic  General's  father. 
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Augustine  Yon  Steuben,  born  in  1661,  devoted  himself  to  the 
study  of  theology,  married  Countess  Charlotte  Dorothea  Yon 
Eifem,  and  died  in  1737,  as  rector  of  the  Protestant  church 
of  Brandenburg.  He  was  a  very  learned  divine,  and  won 
much  distinction  as  the  author  of  an  able  commentary  on  the 
New  Testament  and  the  Apocalypse.  He  had  ten  children, 
of  whom  seven  were  sons ;  three  died  in  early  youth,  and  the 
remaining  four  all  adopted  the  military  profession.^  The  old- 
est, Christian  Ludwig,  who  died  in  17G5,  at  GlUckstadt,  com- 
menced his  career  as  an  officer  in  the  Prussian,  and  after- 
ward became  colonel  in  the  Danish  army,  was  an  excellent 
mathematician,  a  prominent  author  on  military  science,  and 
the  inventor  of  a  new  system  of  fortification,  A  younger  son, 
August  Gottlieb,  lieutenant  in  the  Prussian  regiment  Kiilck- 
stein,  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  MoUwitz,  on  the  10th  of 
April,  1741.  The  younger  son,  Gottfried  Gerhard,  like  his 
oldest  brother,  was  first  an  officer  in  the  Prussian  service,  but 
subsequently  entered  that  of  Holland,  where  he  died,  hav- 
ing attained  the  rank  of  a  captain. 

We  have  now  particularly  to  notice  the  fourth  son,  Wil- 
helm  Augustine,  the  father  of  the  General.  He  was  born  on  the 
23d  of  April,  1699,  received  a  first  rate  education  ;  f  studied 
with  his  two  elder  brothers  at  Halle,  and  at  sixteen  years  of 
age  entered  the  Prussian  military  service  (I7l6)  as  cadet  in 
the  regiment  Von  Gersdorf  In  1724  he  becatne  ensign  in  the 
newly  raised  regiment  Yon  Bardeleben;  1727,  lieutenant  in 
the  engineer  corps ;  and  in  1729,  captain,  when  he  married 
Mary  Dorothea  Yon  Jagow,  bom  on  the  14th  of  August,  1706, 
and  who  died  on  the  19th  of  January,  1780.  The  captain  was 
known  as  an  able  and  scientific  officer.     In  1731  he  was  pre- 

*  nistorischea  Portefeuille,  Berlin,  1785. 

t  Besides  tUo  work  quoted,  all  tho  particulars  about  Stouben'a  father  may- 
be found  in  Carl  Rcnatua  von  JIausen  Staatsmaterialien,  I  Band,  G,  Heft  p. 
636.  Dessau,  1784.  Tho  author  states  that  he  derived  his  information  from 
tho  Grenoral's  sister. 
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Bented  with  the  order  ^^dela  generositiy^^  and  two  years  later, 
1733,  on  the  outbreak  of  the  war  of  the  Polish  succession,  he 
entered  the  service  of  Russia  by  order  of  King  Frederick 
William  I.,  to  whom  the  Empress  Anne  of  Russia  had  applied 
for  some  good  Prussian  engineer  officers,  and  distinguished 
himself,  in  1734,  at  the  siege  and  cnpture  of  Dantzic.  Shortly 
after,  when  war  was  declared  between  Russia  and  Turkey, 
Captain  Von  Steuben  continued  to  serve  in  the  Russian  army 
under  Field  Marshal  Count  Mtlnnich,  and  took  part  in  the  cam- 
paign in  the  Crimea.  After  the  restoration  of  peace  he  went 
to  Petersburg  and  Cronstadt  as  railitaiy  instructor  to  the  Rus- 
sian officers,  and  did  not  return  to  Prussia  until  Frederick  XL 
had  ascended  the  throne.  He  reentered  the  Prussian  armv  as 
major  unattached,  and  for  his  eminent  services  at  the  capture 
of  Neisse  in  1741,  received  the  decoration  of  the  order  ^^pour 
h  7mrit€^^^  in  the  distribution  of  which  Frederic  was  not  at 
all  liberal.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Seven  Years'  War  the 
king  transferred  Steuben  from  the  position  of  engineer  of  the 
fort  of  Cosel  to  the  more  important  and  responsible  post  at 
Cttstrin,  where  he  was  appointed  joint  commander.  He  con- 
tinued to  live  here  after  his  discharge  from  service,  and  here 
he  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four,  on  the  26th  of 
April,  1783.  The  major  is  described  by  his  cotemporaries  as 
an  honest,  straightforward  and  worthy  officer.  They  mention 
it  as  something  remarkable,  that  although  engaged  in  a  great 
many  dangerous  actions  and  sanguinary  battles,  as,  for  in- 
stance,  the  well-known  storming  of  the  Hagelsberg,  near  Dant- 
zic, he  never  was  wounded  ;  and,  up  to  his  death,  preserved 
tho  unimpaired  use  of  his  physical  and  mental  energies.  The 
only  thing  in  which  he  lacked,  was  money.*  During  his  en- 
tire life  his  circumstances  were  straitened.  His  salary  was 
scarcely  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  live  according  to  his  rank, 
and  to  meet  the  expenses  which  a  Prussian  officer  of  those 

*  Politisches  Journal  von  und  (ur  Doutachland,  ii.  vol.,  p.  84-9.'),  1784. 
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times  was  compelled  to  incur.  Tliouirli  jtoor  in  a  pecuniary 
sense,  he  was  rich  in  the  number  of  his  children.  It  was,  jxr- 
haps,  fortunate  for  him  that  many  of  them  died  in  early  youth, 
since  to  have  given  them  a  liberal  education,  would  have  re- 
quired a  larger  fortune  than  he  possessed.  In  all,  he  had  ten 
children,  of  whom  only  three  arrived  at  years  of  maturity. 
Two  of  liis  daughters  are  buried  in  Cronstadt,  another  in  Pe- 
tersburg, and  a  fourth  in  Riga ;  one  of  his  sons  also  died  in 
Riga,  and  two  others  in  Broslau.  Of  his  surw'ing  children, 
the  General,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  is  the  oldest.  The 
only  surviving  daughter,  Dorothea  Mary  Justine,  was  bom  in 
1733, in  Cronstadt;  and  after  having  become  a  "  chanoinesse" 
in  a  noble  Protestant  ecclesiastical  foundation  at  Heiligen 
Grabe,  gave  up  this  position  to  marry,  in  1762,  a  Prussian 
captain.  Baron  Carl  Constantino  Von  Canitz,  who  died  in  1766, 
leaving  two  son.s.  The  last  brother  of  the  General,  Hans  Alex- 
ander  Siegfried,  was  born  on  March  16th,  1743,  at  Breslau, 
in  1757  became  a  page  in  the  household  of  the  Queen  of  Prus- 
sia, and  afterward,  in  1761,  entered  the  Prussian  army,  join- 
ing one  of  the  most  famous  regiments  of  the  Seven  Years' 
War,  Belling's  hussars,  to  which  the  celebrated  Field  Marshal 
Blttcher  also  belonged  at  that  time;  he  retired  in  1769,  and 
died  as  tax  collector  at  Baerwalde  iu  Pomerania. 

Frederick  William  Augustus  Henry  Ferdinand  Von  Steu- 
ben, the  subject  of  this  memoir,  was  born  on  the  16th  of  No- 
veml>er,  1730,  at  Magdeburg,  a  largo  Prussian  fortress  on  the 
Elbe.*  At  that  time  his  father  was  captain  in  the  Prussian 
engineers,  and  when  called  on  service  to  the  Crimea  and  Cron- 
stadt, took  his  son  with  him.  In  1740  ho  retunied  with  him 
to  Prussia.  Young  Steuben  received  and  finished  his  educa- 
tion in  the  Jesuits'  Colleges  at  Neisse  and  Breslau,  whoso 

♦  As  all  our  authorities  diflercd  in  regard  to  tbo  birtliday  of  Steuben, 
wo  made  it  our  special  objoct  to  ascertain  its  exact  date.  This  wc  owe  to 
the  kindness  of  the  General's  great-grand  nophow,  Lieutenant  Yon  Steuben, 
in  Gnnibinnen  (Eostom  Prosna). 
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Bchoob  at  that  time  were  the  best  m  the  newly  conquered 
Fmssian  provinoe  of  Silesia,  and  on  that  account  frequented 
equally  by  Protestants  and  Catholics.  He  distinguished  him- 
self especially  in  mathematics.  The  schools  of  those  days  did 
not  consider  it  as  their  task  to  give  a  thorough  education  to 
their  pupils ;  they  only  imparted  the  first  rudiments  of  learning, 
and  lefl  to  accident  or  self-education,  the  acquirement  of  that 
knowledge  which  enlarges  the  ideas  and  prepares  the  student 
for  a  better  imderstanding  of  the  world.  Steuben's  instrno- 
tion,  however,  must  have  been  far  superior  to  that  given  to 
the  sons  of  poorer  noblemen  and  of  the  middle  classes  at  that 
time.  Although  he  may  afterward  have  increased  his  store 
of  knowledge  by  experience  and  the  intercourse  with  men  of 
an  elevated  standing  in  society ;  yet  we  find  that  the  basis  of 
his  learning  was  a  very  solid  one ;  that  besides  the  information 
requisite  for  his  rank,  he  knew  what  few  officers  of  the  first 
half  of  the  eighteenth  century  understood,  viz.,  to  write  and 
speak  correctly  German  and  French,  and  th^t  he  was  inti- 
mately-acquainted with  ancient  and  modern  history. 

"  The  troubles  of  a  military  life,  the  narrow  circumstances 
ot'  my  parents  and  their  frequent  changes  of  residence,"  says 
Steuben,  in  a  memorial  written  toward  the  end  of  his  life,* 
'^  did  not  permit  them  to  give  me  any  better  education  than 
that  which  a  jwor  young  nobleman  in  Prussia  always  receives. 
But  while  other  young  officers  led  a  dissolute  and  extravagant 
life,  I  applied  myself  closely  to  study,  and  exerted  myself  not  only 
to  learn  my  profession,  but  to  enlarge  my  knowledge  of  belles- 
lettres  and  the  practical  sciences.  Nevertheless,  from  want  of 
time  and  the  necessary  means,  I  made  only  slow  progress." 

WUIe  a  boy  of  scarcely  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  served 
under  his  father  as  a  volunteer  in  the  campaign  of  1744,  during 
the  war  of  the  Austrian  Succession,  and  was  present  at  the  pro- 
tracted and  sanguinary  siege  of  Pi^ague.f   • 

♦  Steuben  MS.  Papora  (Spraguo).  f  Historischea  Portcfcuille,  L  c. 
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It  is  bat  nataral  that  the  first  notions  and  impresfflons  of  the 
boy  should  exercise  an  impoitant  influence  on  the  whole  after 
life  and  destiny  of  the  man.  Steuben,  from  hb  earliest  in&iicy, 
saw  nothing  but  soldiers  and  things  pertaining  to  war.  The 
principal  topics  of  convei*sation  at  home  were  the  martial  tra- 
ditions of  his  family,  and  the  exploits  of  his  immediate  relatives. 
The  glory  of  heroic  deeds  and  brilliant  victories  flew  through 
the  country,  and  the  spirit  of  the  people,  martial  since  the 
days  of  the  great  elector,  Frederick  William,  was  now  exultant 
at  the  triumph  of  Fredenck  II.,  and  roused  to  enthusiasm. 

As  a  son  of  a  poor  ofiicer,  Steuben's  only  prospect  was  to 
gain  for  himself  an  honorable  position  and  distinction  on  the 
field  of  battle.  The  constitution  of  the  State  and  of  the  army 
hanng  given  to  the  impoverished  nobility  fresh  importance 
by  attaching  them  to  the  service  and  interest  of  the  sovereign, 
the  entrance  of  young  Steuben  into  the  army  was  a  necessary 
consequence  of  the  father's  position.  It  was,  therefore,  a 
matter  of  course,  that  when  he  arrived  at  the  required  time 
of  life,  he  should  obtain  a  commission. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen,  Steuben  entered  as  a  cadet  (1747) 
the  fomous  infantry  regiment  Von  Lestwitz,  afterwards  Von 
Tauenzien. 

At  this  period  Prussia  had  just  appeared  like  a  meteor  on 
the  political  horizon,  and  began  to  attract  the  attention  of  the 
world  at  large,  as  well  by  the  rapid  development  of  her 
strength,  as  by  the  imposing  position  which  she  had  suddenly 
acquired  after  the  fortunate  termination  of  the  wars  of  the 
Austrian  Succession.  That  which  was  conceived  a  farce 
played  by  Frederick  I.  (1701-1713)  in  declaring  himself  king 
of  a  then  powerless  State,  soon  proved  a  plan  not  devoid  of 
strong  political  signification.  His  successor,  Frederick  William 
1.(1713-1740)  gave  to  his  youthful  kingdom  that  which  no 
other  monarchy  of  the  time  possessed,  a  well  disciplined  army 
unacquainted  with  defeat,  an  abundant  treasury,  and  an  ener- 
getic and  autocratic  form  and  system  of  government  which 
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was  based,  in  the  words  of  that  absolute  monarch,  on  a  "  rock 
of  bronze." 

The  sober  prudence,  the  practical  views,  the  sound  judg- 
ment of  the  fiither,  had  smoothed  the  waj  for  the  Ron.  How- 
ever small  his  means  compared  with  those  of  other  powers, 
they  proved  amply  sufficient,  in  the  hands  of  a  genius,  to 
inflame  the  entire  world,  and  to  enable  him  to  dictate  his  will 
as  law.  The  accession  of  Frederick  the  Great  to  the  throne 
(1740)  opens  the  most  glorious  period  in  the  history  of 
Prussia,  extending  to  the  peace  of  Hubertsburg  (1V63)  which 
terminated  the  Seven  Years*  War,  and  raised  Frederick,  not- 
withstanding the  small  extent  of  his  dominions,  to  a  place 
amongst  the  arbiters  of  the  destinies  of  Europe.  During  the 
twenty-three  years  comprised  in  the  above-mentioned  period, 
for  the  greater  part  of  which  Steuben  was  in  the  service  and 
under  the  very  eyes  of  the  great  king,  Frederick  developed  all 
the  resources  of  his  mighty  talent,  and  gained,  by  his  brilliant 
exploits  and  unexampled  successes,  both  in  the  field  and  in 
the  cabinet,  for  himself  and  his  subjects,  the  admiration  and 
respect  of  the  world.  This  is  not  the  place  to  analyze  the 
political  bearings  of  the  king's  position ;  but  in  tracing  the 
biography  of  a  man  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  events  of 
that  time,  it  is  not  inappropriate  to  describe  the  great  influ- 
ence and  charm  exercised  by  Frederick  over  his  subjects  and 
cotemiK)ranes. 

Germany,  which  ever  since  the  Reformation  had  been  the 
constant  theater  of  wars,  and  had  supplied  the  world  with 
armies  and  commanders,  gradually  declined  and  became  en- 
feebled and  denationalized.  It  was  on  the  eve  of  fallins?  in 
pieces  and  being  divided  into  innumerable  little  principalities, 
which,  although  nominally  independent,  were  continually 
drained  by  petty  despots,  who  depended  for  existence  upon 
the  subsidy  of  foreign  powers.  Emperor  and  empire  who 
formerly  represented  a  fictitious  union,  were  never  so  weak  as 
under  the  inglorious  sway  of  Charles  VI.    Just  before  his 
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death  the  great  Frederick  appeared  upon  the  stage,  revived  the 
fidlen  hopes  of  the  people,  condemned  by  misrule  and  tyranny 
to  inaction,  and  inspired  them  with  confidence  in  themselves. 
The  glory  of  his  arms  evoked  the  enthusiasm  of  old  and 
young,  even  amongst  his  enemies. 

Every  German  felt  that  the  brilliancy  of  this  man  was 
reflected  upon  his  people,  and  the  joy  was  universal  that  his 
victories  finally  tended,  if  not  to  the  direct  benefit  of  the 
Grerman  people,  at  least  to  the  defeat  of  French  prestige,  of 
Russian  barbarism,  and  to  the  reconquest  of  the  former  glory 
of  German  arms.  National  feelings  were  aroased,  and  the 
Germans  regarded  the  future  with  proud  and  well-grounded 
hopes. 

Although  Frederick  did  not  speak  his  native  language  cor- 
rectly, and  preferred  French  literature  to  that  of  all  other 
nations,  there  never  was  a  more  national  hero,  or  a  i^pre 
thoroughly  German  king.  Prussia,  under  him,  was  the  first 
exponent  of  these  national  feelings.  On  the  battle  field  she 
had  shown  the  way,  which  the  rest  of  Germany  successfully 
followed  in  literature  and  art,  reaching  their  climax  under 
Lessing,  Elant,  Schiller  and  Goethe  about  the  end  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  As  the  glory  of  Prussia  was,  in  the  firat 
instance,  founded  by  her  army,  it  was  a  source  of  pride  and 
distinction  for  a  young  man  to  enter  its  ranks,  the  fame  of 
which  was  increasing  from  year  to  year  under  the  command 
of  its  illustrious  leader.  When  Steuben  received  his  first 
commission,  the  Prussian  army  was  approaching  the  zenith  of 
its  fume,  and  was  calculated  to  inspire  a  young  and  ardent  spiiit 
with  a  strong  desire  to  devote  his  best  energies  to  a  service 
in  which  he  could  acquire  distinction,  and  gratify  the  honorable 
ambition  which  his  early  training  had  implanted  in  his  breast. 

Two  years  after  his  entering  the  aimy,  Steuben  was  pro- 
moted from  the  rank  of  cadet  to  that  of  ensign,  in  1749,  and 
made  lieutenant  in  1753.  Of  thb  time  we  have  found  but 
scanty  memorials.    Among  a  mass  of  papers,  we  discovered 
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one  letter,  written  in  bad  French,  dated  Schweidnitz,  Jane 
4,  1754,  and  addressed  to  a  friend,  Coant  Henkel  Yon  Dou- 
nersmark,  who  had  just  been  appointed  bj  the  king  Goun- 
selor  of  the  Supreme  Coart  in  Silesia,  in  which  he  congratu* 
lates  him  on  his  appointment,  and  describing  his  own  situa- 
tion, manifests  that  devotion  to  his  profession,  and  ardor  for 
distinction,  which  his  after  life  so  abwidantly  proved. 

"  While  you,  my  dear  count,"  says  he,*  "  are  figuring  in 
the  temple  of  Themis,  I  am  condemned  to  a  most  revolting 
occupation.  A  work  that  Mr.  De  Balby  has  traced  across  a 
cemetery,  requires  the  cutting  of  a  deep  ditch,  in  the  course 
of  which  half  decomposed  dead  bodies  are  continually  disin- 
terred. I  fear  for  my  poor  soldiers.  The  noisome  exhalations 
will  become  more  insupportable  as  the  season  advances.  I  or- 
der vinegar,  brandy,  tobacco,  in  short,  every  thing  that  I  can 
think  of  for  their  protection,  to  be  served  up  to  them.  As  yet 
I  have  no  sick,  but  I  fear  the  month  of  July.  In  order  not  to 
alarm  them,  T  am  continually  at  work,  notwithstanding  my 
disgust  for  this  abominable  occupation,  and  my  subordinates 
are  obliged  to  follow  my  example — ora  pro  nobis  I  The  for- 
tifications are  extensive,  and  appear  to  me  to  be  well  planned. 
I  should  like  them  to  be  more  solid,  and  then  this  place  would 
be  well  adapted  for  the  king's  purposes,  to  serve  him  as  a 
great  depot  in  case  we  go  to  war  with  la  grande  dame.  I 
am  occupied  in  taking  a  plan  of  the  entire  fortress,  which  we 
shall  discuss  when  we  meet.    Unfortunately  that  will  not  be 

before  the  end  of  September What  do  your  Berlin 

correspondents  say?  Are  Mesdaraes  Elizabeth  and  Mary 
Therese  vexed  with  our  great  king  ?  I  should  be  happy  if 
they  were,  although  I  am  more  gallant  with  the  ladies  than 
ray  master.  I  am  extremely  anxious  to  have  an  encounter, 
even  as  an  apprentice,  with  these  two  Amazons.  Yes,  ray 
dear  Henry,  if  there  is  a  war,  I  promise  you,  at  the  end  of  a 

♦  Steuben's  M&  Papers  (Sprague). 
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eoGODd  canipaigu,  that  your  iVietid  will  l>c  either  iu  U&des,  or 
at  the  head  of  a  regiment." 

We  found  another  letter  of  about  the  same  timo,  m  which 
Stoubcn  ^yea  an  account  of  hia  visit  to  Goneral  De  la  Uotte 
Fouqu6,  at  Glatz,  another  very  important  fortress  m  Sile^, 
and  gives  a  detiulod  description  of  the  fortifications,  showing 
that  even  at  that  early  period  of  hia  career  he  had  a  very  ad- 
vanced knowledge  of  the  most  scientific  branches  of  his  pro- 
feasioD.  He  also  pays  an  elaborate  compliment  to  the  Baron 
De  la  Motte  £'oaqu6,  whom  the  king  admitted  to  his  intimacy, 
and  represents  him  as  a  man  possessed  not  only  of  the  high- 
est military  attainments,  bat  also  well  versed  in  history,  poli- 
tics and  philosophy. 

Steuben  was  appointed  first  lictitGnant  in  17S5,*  in  which 
capacity  we  find  him  at  the  beginning  of  the  Seven  Years* 
War. 

*  HistotiBohes  PorteTBuillo,  L  o. 
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{  FTER  a  peace  of  comparatively  long  duration,  the  Seven 
^^  Years'  War  afforded  an  opportunity  for  military  distinc- 
tion, and  consequently  opened  a  field  to  Steuben  of  which  he 
availed  himself  in  a  remarkable  degree.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  war  he  was  in  too  subordinate  a  position  to  find  his  name 
prominently  noticed  ;  he  is,  however,  often  mentioned  in  the 
military  records  of  those  memorable  events,  and  wherever  he 
is  alluded  to,  it  is  as  a  brave  and  talented  officer,  to  whom  the 
execution  of  arduous  and  responsible  tasks  was  intrusted. 
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His  regiment,  which  during  the  war  was  known  as  the  31st, 
belonged  to  tfac  army  of  Field  Maisbal  Count  Sebwcrin,  and 
distinguished  itself  on  all  occa^ons  whiire  it  waa  engaged. 
Steuben  fought  and  was  wonnded  in  its  ranks*  in  the  bloady 
battle  of  Prague,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1767,  when  it  suffered 
hearily,  losing  a  colonel  and  two  officers.  In  the  battle  of 
Rossbacb,  on  the  5th  of  November,  1757,  the  regiment  Lest- 
witz  was  in  the  van  of  the  Prussian  army,  and  shared  in  the 
glory  of  that  splendid  victory.  Even  in  the  later  years  of 
his  life  Steuben  told  his  American  friends,  with  pride  and  saU 
b^iction,  that  he  too  had  been  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Rose- 
bach,  and  that  lio  had  assisted  in  making  the  Frenchmen  run 
away. 

In  the  fDlluwing  year  Steubenf  entered,  without  prejudice 
to  his  claims  to  promotion  in  bis  regiment,  the  free  corps  of 
General  Von  Mayr,  who  appointed  him  his  adjutant  general. 
The  volunteer  corps  of  those  tiroes  lesembled  very  much  what 
privateers  are  in  naval  warfare.  Without  forming  part  of  the 
general  military  organization,  they  were  employed  to  make 
inroads  and  excurwons  on  thuir  own  account,  and  do  the 
enemy  all  the  injuiy  in  theii'  power.  This  was  the  reason 
why  young  and  brave  spiiits,  fond  of  adventure,  joined  these 
corps,  anxions  to  free  themsclvea  from  the  severe  and  monoto- 
nous discipline  of  the  regular  army.  Here  they  found  a  field 
for  the  display  of  their  enerpy  and  recklessness. 

John  Von  MayrJ  is  the  prototype  of  the  military  adven- 
turer of  his  time,  and  was  looked  upon  by  the  enemy  with  al- 
most supernatural  fear.  Ho  was  the  illegitimate  son  of  Count 
Stella,  born  in  1716,  and  received  little  or  no  education.  His 
boyhood  was  passed  amid  scenes  of  debauchery  and  profli- 
gacy.    At  the  age  of  eighteen  ho  was  expelled  from  Vienna, 

•  llistoriachrs  PorlefeuilJe,  Berlin,  1785,  1».,  p.  44T,  IT. 

t  Schloczcr'a  Slaats»nzpigen,  v.,  p.  69,  1783. 

t  Paiili;  Lcben  grosser  lluUgii,  Buigrapluo  Joliann  Von  Mavr'a,  1759,  iiL, 
I43-1B8,  und  K.  W.  Sclioeiiing:  "  Die  Generalo  der  KurbrHndoiiburgischon 
und  Koeuiglich  Prenssiaclion  Annco  von  IMO-IBW."  Berlin,  184.0  p.  93. 
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and  being  quite  destitute  of  all  means,  he  embraced  the  sol- 
dier^a  career,  as  that  was  most  suited  to  his  riotous  and  daring 
disposition.  He  entered  the  Duke  of  Lorraine's  regiment,  in 
Bnngary,  as  band-boy,  and  ultimately  became  sergeant  in  the 
same  corps.  His  personal  courage  was  indomitable,  and  in 
various  skirmishes  and  battles  during  the  Turkish  war,  the 
prowess  and  cool  intrepidity  of  the  youthful  adventurer  won 
the  approval  of  his  commander  and  the  acclamation  of  his 
comrades.  He  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  officer,  and 
during  ten  years,  from  1744-1754,  he  followed  all  the  vicia^ 
tudes  attendant  on  the  career  of  a  soldier  of  fortune,  under 
Count '  Seckendor^  in  Bavarian  service,  then  in  the  ai*my  of 
the  £lector  of  Saxony,  and  during  the  war  in  the  Netherlands, 
under  Count  Bathyani ;  wherever  danger  was  to  bo  met,  or 
difficulty  to  bo  encountered,  Mayr  was  always  the  foremost. 
An  unlucky  duel  with  a  brother  officer,  which  terminated 
fatally  for  his  adversary,  obliged  him  to  quit  the  service  of 
Saxony.  Frederick  the  Great,  who  was  well  aware  of  the  ! 
courage  and  enterprising  spirit  which  Alayr  possesseii,  soon  / 
engaged  his  sen'ices,  and  gave  him  an  appointment  as  aid-de-  ' 
camp  on  the  general  staff  of  his  army,  from  which  he  was  sub- 
sequently transferred  to  the  command  of  the  light  infantry 
corps,  rsdsed  by  the  king  at  the  commencement  of  the  Seven 
Years'  War  to  compete  with  the  Croats  and  Pandours,  in  the 
service  of  Austria.  Mayr's  success  proved  the  wisdom  of  the 
king's  selection.  His  razzias  in  Franconia,*  his  descent  on  the 
rich  towns  of  Nuremberg,  Bamberg  and  Ilof,  his  pursuit  of 
the  French  troops  to  Erfuit,  routed  at  the  battle  of  Rossbach, 
his  capture  of  Hof  and  seizure  of  two  thousand  two  hundred 
guns  manufactured  at  Suhl  in  Thuringia,  his  gallant  resistance 
with  inferior  forces  against  the  attacks  of  Marshal  Daun's 
ai-my  on  the  lines  of  the  Elbe,  on  account  of  which  Frederick 
nominated  him  major  general,  his  active  participation  in  the 
defense  of  Dresden,  to  whose  salvation  his  corps  mainly  cou- 
♦  Von  Tcmpolhoff:  Gk'schichte  des  siebenjahrigeu  Kriogofl,  ii.,  &5-0a. 
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tributcd,*  and  finally  hia  hunting  tho  Anstrians  to  the  Bofae- 
mian  mountains,  are  the  principal  exploits  of  this  remark»- 
ble  soldier,  who  died  in  the  begioning  of  January,  1759,  at 
PIauen,f  and  whose  career  is  here  more  specially  noticed,  as 
Steuben  woa  attached  to  his  corps  during  the  year  1 766,  and  as 
it  w&a  here  he  learned  by  practice  and  experience  the  use  and 
management  of  light  infantry,  and  skirmishes  in  actual  w.irfuVe. 

The  constitution  of  these  corps  and  their  independence  from 
the  general  army  were  such,  that  the  officers  were  compelled 
to  make  their  own  dispositions,  to  form  their  own  plans  and 
oalculatioDS,  to  be  possessed  of  both  inventive  and  executive 
genius.  Il  was,  therefore,  an  excellent  school  for  a  young 
officer  to  learn  that  self-reliance  and  promptness  of  decision 
in  the  f^ce  of  danger  and  difficulty,  which  are  such  essential 
attributes  of  a  good  general,  and  which  formed  such  distinc- 
tive characteristics  of  Steuben's  subsequent  career. 

The  first  particular  mention  made  of  Steuben  in  the  annals 
of  that  war,  is  to  be  found  in  FauU's  biography  of  John  Vod 
Mayr,  who,  enumerating  all  the  officers  under  his  command, 
oharacteiizcs  the  lieutenant,  Friedrich  WiUielm  Von  Steuben 
of  the  regiment  Von  Lestwiti^  tlic  General's  adjutant  geuci-al 
in  1758,  OS  n  higlijy  giflcd  and  diGtiuguiehcd  offiucr.J 

After  Slajr'H  death,  Steuben  veijntered  tlio  regular  army, 
and  was  appohited  adjutant  geneia!  of  General  Von  lIaUen,§ 
one  of  Frederick's  best  captains.  llQlscn  belonged  to  the  ai-my 
of  Prince  Henry,  then  in  Saxony,  to  which  Mayr's  corps  bad 
been  attached.  On  the  5th  of  June,  1 759,  he  left  Dresden  with 
ten  battiilionsofiufantry,  four  rcginicnls  of  cavalry  (about  nine 
or  ten  thousand  men  in  nil),  and  joined  General  Von  Dohna 
on  the  lOtli,  near  Frankfort  on  the  Oder.  In  consequence 
of  this  mai'cli,  Steuben  \v:i3  brought  in  immediate  connection 
with  his  old  regiment  Von  Lestwitz.    During  the  battle  of 

•  Van  Tempcllioff:  GcachioiilB  des  picbenjahrigcn  Kricgps,  it,  35S, 

■f  Pauli's   T*ben  urussur  Helden,   iv.,  355, 

j  Tlio  Bame;  iii.  lUi.  g  Suliloeier,  1.  t. 
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Eaj)  on  ibe  23d  of  Jaly,  1759,  in  which  the  Russian  command- 
er, Soltikow  defeated  Wedell,  the  Prussian  general  and  sucoes- 
sor  of  Dohna,  it  was  among  the  troops  first  engaged,  forming  a 
part  of  the  brigade  Grabow,  and  of  the  division  Mantenffel. 
On  account  of  this  defeat  of  the  Prussians  they  were  unable 
to  prevent  the  junction  of  the  Russian  and  Austrian  armies, 
which,  eighty  thousand  strong,  advanced  toward  Frankfort 
and  fortified  themselves  on  the  banks  of  the  Oder.  Here,  be- 
tween Frankfort  and  Kunersdorf,  they  were  attacked  by  the 
king,  on  the  12th  of  Augusji^l  Y6g,  who  had  hastened  from  Sile- 
ma  to  assist  Wedell  in  his  operations  against  the  enemy  under 
Soltikow  and  London,  who  threatened  Brandenburg  and  the 
interior  of  the  king's  old  provinces  with  an  invasion  and  occu- 
pation. This  battle,  which  proved  so  fatal  to  the  Prussian  arms, 
cost  the  king  eight  thousand  killed,  fifteen  thousand  wounded, 
and  three  tliousand  taken  prisoners,  while  the  united  enemy 
lost  twenty-four  thousand  men  in  all.  It  was  already  won, 
the  Russians  were  totally  defeatpd,  and  the  dispatches  of  vic- 
tory forwarded  to  Berlin,  when  the  king,  not  satisfied  with 
having  repulsed  the  Russians,  but  desirous  to  annihilate  them, 
altered  his  dispositions,  and  notwithstanding  the  advice  of  his 
tried  generals,  such  as  Seidlitz,  ordered  a  new  attack  against 
the  last  of  the  Russian  batteries  and  defenses,  which  his  ex- 
hausted and  tired  troops  could  stand  the  less,  as  they  were 
vigorously  attacked  and  driven  back  by  the  Austrian  cavalry 
and  Loudon's  best  troops,  who  had  hitherto  not  taken  part 
in  the  battle.  Now  a  general  flight  began.  Almost  all  the 
Prussian  generals  and  the  king  himself  were  wounded,  and 
a  great  many  killed.  Among  the  wounded  was  General  Von 
Halsen.* 

It  is  not  certain  whether  Steuben  was  engaged  in  this 
murderous  battle  as  Htllsen's  adjutant,  or  in  the  ranks  of  the 
regiment  Von  Lestwitz ;  his  name,  however,  is  found  in  the 

•  Yon  Archonholtz ;  Gescbichto  dcs  Biebenjiilirigcn  KricgcH,  fiinfle.    Au- 
flage,  Berlin,  1840,  vol  I,  p.  258. 
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list  of  the  woonded  of  that  memorable  action.*  The  regiment 
Von  Lestwitz,  distinguished  itself  by  its  wonted  bravery  on 
this  occasion,  and  after  the  loss  of  the  battle,  covered  the  Pi*a8- 
sian  retreat,  displaying  as  well  here  as  in  the  most  difficult 
attacks  such  a  degree  of  valor  and  intrepidity,  that  the  king 
retired  in  its  ranks  from  the  battle-field,  and  paid  to  each  pri- 
vate an  extra  remuneration  amounting  to  a  week's  pay.f 

From  the  date  of  the  battle  of  Kunersdorf  to  the  summer 
of  1761,  there  is  no  positive  mention  of  Steuben.  It  is  exceed- 
ingly probable,  however,  that  he  passed  the  entire  years  1 750 
and  1760,  with  the  army  of  Prince  Henry,  and  acting  as  aid- 
de-camp  to  General  Yon  Hdlsen,  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
Liegnitz.  We  find  his  name  first  mentioned  again  in  Septem- 
ber, 1761,  when  the  king,  from  his  intrenched  camp  at  Bun- 
zelwitz,  where  he  was  besieged  by  the  united  armies  of  Aus- 
tria and  Russia,  sent  General  Platen  with  seven  thousand  men 
to  Poland,  to  attack  the  Russian  rear.  At  that  time  Steuben 
was  on  the  staff,  and  adjutant  of  General  Knobloch,  whose 
brigade  was  attached  to  Platen's  corps,  which  marched,  on 
September  11th,  from  the  camp,  stormed  and  burned,  on  the 
16th,  the  Russian  provision  and  ammunition  train  at  the 
Golkowka  convent,  near  Gostyn  in  Poland,  routed  four  thou- 
sand men,  and  marched  with  nineteen  hundred  prisoners  to 
Landsberg  on  the  Wartha.  Steuben's  father,  then  major  of 
engineers  in  Cdstrin,  built  a  bridge  across  this  river,  by  which 
Platen  was  enabled  to  cross.  It  is  a  curious  coincidence,  that 
Steuben  and  his  father  should  both,  the  one  as  engineer  officer, 
the  other  as  adjutant  general,  have  assisted  in  different  ways 
in  fiicilitating  the  passage  of  Platen's  army  over  the  Wartha.^ 

Platen,  after  this  brilliant  expedition,  marched  into  Pom- 

♦  Historiaches  I^rtefeuille,  L  c,  Pauli  v^  p.  245  (misprinted  445),  1760. 

f  Krielo:  Die  Schlacht  bei  Kunersdorf,  pp.  35  and  103. 

J  Beitracge  zur  Kricgskunst  und  Grcschichte  dos  Krieges  von  1756-1763, 
mit  Plan  und  Charten,  v.  Stiick,  von  I.  G.  Tielke,  ChurfUrstlich  Sachsischor 
Artillcrio  llauptmann,  Freiberg,  1784,  p.  95. 
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erania,  where  the  Russians  had,  m  the  meantime,  made  their 
appearance  in  large  numbers,  and,  upon  the  orders  of  the  kiDg, 
hurried  to  the  relief  of  Colberg,  which  was  threatened  by  the 
enemy.  He  effected  a  junction,  on  October  4th,  with  the  gen- 
eral commanding  in  the  vicinity  of  Colberg,  Prince  Frederick 
of  Wurtemberg.  Steuben's  brigade,  at  that  time  two  thousand 
strong,  was  dispatched  to  Treptow,  on  the  Rega,  to  protect  the 
arrival  of  supplies  at  Colberg.  General  Knobloch  had  been, 
since  the  21st  of  October,  1761,  blocked  up  in  this  exposed  town 
by  eight  thousand  men,  so  that  he  could  neither  advance  to- 
wards Colberg  nor  reach  Platen's  corps.  The  town  was  set  on 
fire  in  different  places.  As  long  as  he  had  supplies  of  provisions 
and  ammunition  he  defended  himself  most  valiantly,  but  when 
he  ran  short  of  both,  he  was  compelled  to  capitulate,  and  sent 
his  adjutant,  Steuben,  to  negotiate  the  terms,  which  were 
agreed  to  by  the  enemy. 

The  Prussians,  accordingly,  marched  out,  with  drums  beat- 
ng  and  colors  flying,  and  laidd  own  their  arms  on  the  23d  of 
October,  1761,  the  oflicers  and  soldiers  retaining  their  baggage. 
The  prisoners  were,  Major  General  Von  Knobloch,  three  colo- 
nels, four  majors,  thirteen  captains,  the  adjutant  Yon  Steuben, 
in  all  fitly-ninc  officers,  two  thousand  and  six  rank  and  file,  with 
four  six  pounders  and  two  three-pounders.*  In  consequence  of 
this  capitulation,  Steuben  was,  with  his  brother  officci-s,  sent  as 
prisoner  of  war  to  St.  Petersburg.  But,  as  the  Empress  Eliza- 
beth died  on  the  8th  of  January,  1762,  and  Peter  III.,  immedi- 
ately after  her  death,  concluded  an  armistice  with  Frederick, 
Steuben's  term  of  imprisonment  was  of  brief  duration.  This 
imprisonment  of  Steuben  and  the  other  officers  was  of  consid- 
erable value  and  importance  for  the  king,  as  they  >vere  fortu- 
nate enough  to  obtain  favor  with  the  then  Grand  Duke  Peter, 
tfie  inordinate  worshiper  of  Frederick,  and  Ivere  wise  enough 
to  turn  his  predilection  for  the  king  to  such  good  account,  that 
immediately  after  his  accession  to  the  throne  he  oflered  a  most 

»  Tielke,  1.  c. 
3* 
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&vorable  alljanco  to  the  King  of  Priusia,  and  even  ordered  hu 
troops  to  cooperate  with  the  Prussian  army.  Special  mention  is 
made  of  the  extreme  popularity  of  Steuben,  and  of  the  anxiety 
evinced  by  Peter  to  induce  bim  to  enter  the  Rusuan  ser\-ioe. 
But  Steuben  infinitely  preferred  liis  podtion  in  the  PruKoan 
army  to  every  other,  and — probably  in  April,  1162 — retnmcd 
home  with  General  Knobloch.  The  king  appreciated  most 
highly  the  service  which  theec  offiours  had  done  him,  and,  it 
is  very  likely,  rewarded  tliom  with  promotion.  It  is  to  tbia, 
probably,  thut  Steuben  owed  bis  advancement  to  the  rank  of 
captain,  and  bis  appointment  aa  aid-de-cnmp  on  the  per^^onal 
staff  of  the  king,  m  wlioee  eaito,  in  1 J62,  he  took  part  in  tho 
celebrated  eicgc  of  Schweidnitz,  the  siuTcnder  uf  Avhich  was 
the  brilliant  conclusion  of  tho  military  operations  of  the  Seven 
Years'  War, 

William  North,  Steuben's  ^d  de-cnmp  and  intimate  friend, 
gives  another  reason  for  tins  remarkable  advancement  of 
Steuben,  However  valuable  North's  information  will  be  in 
other  respects,  wc  are  inclined  to  doubt  tho  corrcctnoss  of  his 
statement  in  this  instance,  because  ho  was  not  thoi'ougbly  ao- 
quaintcd  with  the  details  of  the  Seven  Years'  War,  and  Steu- 
ben's position  in  the  Prussian  army ;  and,  confounding  truth 
and  misconceptions,  otten did  not  comprehend  the  exact  bear- 
ing of  Steuben's  nariative  of  that  eventful  period.  We,  there- 
fore, give  his  statement  with  this  preface. 

"  Tho  liaron,"  lolatcs  North,  "  had  been  for  some  time  in 
the  family  and  friendship  of  Prince  Henry,*  the  king's  broth- 
er, of  whom  he  never  spoke  but  with  tho  greatest  tender- 
nexs  and  affection.  In  an  unfuitunuto  campaign  of  the  Seven 
Years'  War,  the  prince  incurred  the  displeasure  of  his  harsh 
brother,  ivlio  directed  bim  to  retire  from  tho  army,  and  or- 
dered his  aides-de-camp  to  llieir  diftereiit  corps,  or  put  them  on 
such  unpleasant  duly  as  mtglit  make  them  feel  the  misfortune 

•  Net  Prince  Heniy,  es  is  erroneously  Elated  by  Sorth,  but  Prinoo  Wil- 
liam, iocurroil  tbe  displcaxurc  of  liis  brotlior. 
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of  belonging  to  a  man  who  hnd  dared  to  displease,  perhaps  to 
disobej  him. 

**Steabcn  was  sent  into  Silesia  to  recruit,  equip,  and  dis- 
cipline, within  a  certain  period,  a  corps  broken  down  by  long 
and  hard  service.  The  pecuniary  allowance  for  this  object 
was  entirely  ipadequate,  but  who  in  the  Prussian  service  dared 
to  murmur  or  remonstrate !  By  the  assistance  of  fnends, 
funds  were  found,  and  the  regiment,  complete,  was  marched  to 
head-quartcrs  within  the  time.  Pleased  with  the  prompt  per- 
forraancc  of  a  duty,  of  the  arduousness  of  which  the  king  was 
well  apprised,  the  Baron  received  his  compliments,  and,  in  a 
little  time  after,  the  appointment  of  aid-dc-camp  to  the  mon- 
arch, with  the  charge  of  superintending  the  department  of  the 
quarter-master  general." 

Steuben  himself,  in  one  of  his  memoirs  aildrcssed  to  Con- 
gress, says,  that  in  the  hist  campaigns  of  the  Seven  Yeai-s' 
War,  he  was  ^^tnarechcd  general  de  lo(/is,^^  that  is  to  eay, 
quarter-master  general,  and  adjutant  general  to  the  king;  and 
that  in  the  winter  1762-1 763,  he  had  the  command  of  the 
regiment  Von  Salmuth,  afterwards  Ilesse-Casscl.*  This  state- 
ment of  Steuben  is  originally  written  in  French :  "  H  eut  le 
eommandement  du  regiment  Scdniuth^  aujourd'^hui  Ilease-' 
CasselJ*^  The  English  translator  said  he  was  colonel  of  the 
regiment,  etc.,  but  Steuben  corrected  this  mistake  as  above,  in 
order  to  show  that  he  was  not  the  colonel  of  that  regiment, 
but  only  commanded  it  ad  interim,  Schloezerf  says,  that  at 
the  close  of  the  war  Steuben  was  major  and  temporary  noin- 
mander  of  the  fortress  of  Torgau  ;  but  Steuben  himself  does 
not  mention  his  having  occupied  this  post,  which  omission 
warrants  the  supposition  that  he  never  held  it,  for  he  speaks 
repeatedly  of  his  employment  in  the  king's  sei'vice  towards 
the  end  of  the  Seven  Years'  War. 

However  this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  Steuben  gained  the 
affection  and  esteem  of  the  king.     He  brought  him  into  a 
♦  Steuben's  M&  Papers,  vol.  xiiu  f  Schloezer,  L  c. 
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chosen  number  of  tnlentod  young  officers,  whom  Frederick 
pcrsonaliy  instructed  and  initiated  into  the  most  abstruse 
branches  of  militai-y  art,  and  prepared  for  the  responsible  du- 
ties of  the  staff.  This  academy  consisted,  besides  six  officers 
who  died  young,  of  the  following:  quarter-master  general, 
lieutenant  colonel  and  aid-de-camp  in  chie^  Count  Anhalt,  and 
quarter-master  lieutenants.  Major  Count  Pinto,  CapUtin  Von 
Steuben,  Captain  Von  Ruits,  Von  Geusau,  Von  Pfiiu  and  Von 
Diebitsch.*  The  selection  of  an  officer  to  form  one  of  so 
^small  a  number  as  the  immediate  pupils  of  the  great  captsdn, 
is  a  convincing  proof  of  the  meiit  and  promise  of  the  reci{> 
ient  of  this  envied  distinction.  No  family  influence,  high 
birth  or  other  fortuitous  circumstances  had  any  weight  with 
Frederick  the  Great  in  the  selection  of  his  military  &vorites : 
talent  and  fitness  were  the  only  recommendation  to  his  favor. 
At  the  end  of  the  war  (1762),  the  king,  in  consideration  of 
Stcuben^s  services,  presented  him  with  a  lay  benefice,  attached 
to  the  religious  chapter  of  llavelsberg,  producing  annually  an 
income  of  four  hundred  thalers.f  The  king,  in  his  parsimony, 
which  approached  very  nearly  to  avarice,  very  seldom  gave 
pecuniary  remunerations  to  his  officers,  and  it  is  a  proof  of  high 
satis&ction  that  he  made  an  exception  to  this  rule  in  the  case 
of  Steuben. 

Soon  after  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  of  Ilubertsburg, 
Steuben  quitted  the  Prussian  service.  Various  reasons  are 
given  for  this  step.  Some  accounts  say  that  he  felt  slighted 
and  injured  in  his  claims  to  promotion,  because  the  king,  not- 
withstanding his  seniority  nad  higher  rank,  intended  to  re- 
move him  as  captain  of  a  company  to  the  same  regiment  Von 
Salmuth,  at  Wesel  on  the  Rhine,|  which  he  had  commanded 
ad  interim  /  others  say,  that  he  had  quarreled  and  had  a  due! 
with  the  above-mentioned  Count  Anhalt,  in  consequence  oi 

*  Lcl)en3j^scliidiU'  Friodricha  dos  Groason  von  J.  D.  E.  Preuss,  Berlin,  1833 
Drittcr  Band,  pp.  149  and  150. 

f  Steuben's  MS.  Papens  vol.  xiii.  %  Scbloezer,  1.  c. 
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which  he  had  been  obliged  to  give  in  his  resignation,*  and  a 
third  report  says,  that  he  felt  nneasy  and  unhappy  in  the 
qniet  and  monotonoos  life  of  the  garrison.  He  himself  says, 
ID  a  letter  written  toward  the  close  of  his  life,  that  immedi- 
ately after  the  war,  an  inconsiderate  step  and  an  implacable 
personal  enemy  had  led  to  his  leaving  the  Prussian  service. 
He,  however,  gives  no  details.  The  fii*st  of  the  foregoing 
reasons  seems  the  most  probable,  becansc  it  is  asserted  by 
highly  trustworthy  ai^horities,  and  because  it  is  in  accordance 
with  the  king's  rough  mode  of  dealing  with  his  officers,  whose 
number  was  quite  out  of  proportion  to  that  of  the  army, 
which  had  been  considerably  reduced.  Whenever  an  officer 
of  that  time  felt  offisnded  at  the  king's  treatment,  Frederick's 
i:>tereotyped  answer  was,  "  He  may  go  to  the  devil !"  (*'  Kann 
sich  zum  Teufel  scheeren  I")  With  these  words  he  dismissed 
the  afterwards  celebrated  Field  Marshals  Blttcherf  and  York,J 
who  could  only  reenter  the  Prussian  service  after  the  great 
king's  death.  Steuben,  while  residing  a  short  time  in  Halle 
and  Dessau,  feigned  sickness  and  petitioned  for  his  discharge, 
which,  however,  was  not  immediately  granted.  He  first  took 
a  journey  to  Hamburg,  where  he  got  acquainted  with  the 
Count  St.  Germain,§  then  in  the  service  of  Denmark,  and  vis- 
ited, in  May,  1764,  the  springs  of  Wildbad,  in  Suabia,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Prussian  general,  Prince  Frederick  of  Wur- 
temberg,  at  which  time  he  was  introduced  to  the  Prince  of 
Hohenzollern-Hechingen,  who,  on  the  warm  recommendation 
of  the  Princess  of  Wurtemberg  and  Prince  Henry  of  Prussia, 
olTered  Steuben  the  office  of  grand  marshal  of  his  court,  which 
he  accepted,  having  finally  received  his  discharge  from  the 
service  of  Prussia.] 

♦  Politiscbes  Journal,  1.  c. 

f  Vamhagon  Von  Enso :  Das  Loben  dos  Fursten  Blucher  Von  Walilstadt, 
Berlin,  1827. 

J  Jobann  Gustav  Droyson :  Das  Leben  des  Feldmarschalls  Grafen  York 
Von  WarU'nberg,  Berlin,  1854,  i^  21.  §  Steuben's  MS,  Papers,  vol.  xiiL 

I  PolitiscKi.*t!i  Journal,  I  c. 
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This  office  is  one  of  the  highest  and  most  diatinguished 
posts  which  it  was  pos^ble  to  liotd,  partioularly  at  the  minor 
Geiman  courts,  where  the  same  Bj^Btem  of  etiquette  prevailed, 
on  a  unnller  Bcnle,  as  at  the  larger  and  mora  inflnential  ooarts 
of  Vienna  and  Berlin.  The  dntiea  of  tho  office  condstod  in 
the  snpretne  direction  of  the  reigning  Prince's  household,  and 
in  the  arrangement  of  all  court  presentations  and  ceremo- 
nies. The  personage  holding  this  office  was  al\vny3  in  the 
closest  relations  with,  and  in  the  most  intimate  confidence  ol, 
the  prince,  and  the  appointment  was  invariably  conferred  on 
persons  who  had  made  themselves  remarkable  in  either  a  dvil 
or  military  capacity.  Steuben  held  the  office  of  grand  marshal 
of  the  court  at  Hechingen,  as  it  appears,  about  ten  years,  and 
gained  the  afiection  and  the  esteem  of  every  one  with  whom 
he  had  any  connection,  A  cotemporary,  who  made  his  ac- 
qnaintance  at  this  time,  writes  as  follows  :* 

*'  Stcaben  filled  his  ]>ost  with  all  that  dignity,  method,  and 
knowledge  of  his  duty  which  it  eminently  required,  g^ned 
the  poifect  confidence  of  the  prince,  and  was  looked  upon  in 
the  most  friendly  manner  by  the  neighboring  courts,  as  well  as 
by  his  own.  Ho  was  affable  and  condescending  to  his  inferiors, 
and  severe  and  exact  with  those  placed  under  his  ordera ; 
without  that  tyranny  by  which,  at  many  courts,  the  life  of  the 
subordinate  was  rendered  miserable,  he  always  succeeded  in 
getting  the  duty  punctually  pei-formed.  Ke  was  obliging, 
humane,  and  anxious  to  promote  the  happiness  of  all  with 
whom  he  had  to  deal ;  he  always  endeavored  amicably  to  set' 
tie  disputes  amongst  the  officers  of  the  conrt,  by  which  he 
acquired  for  himself  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  who  had  the 
good  fortune  to  know  and  appreciate  him." 

It  formed  a  part  of  Steuben's  duty  to  accompany  the 
Prince  of  IIolieuzollcrn-Hechingen  on  bis  travels,  which  ex- 
tended, during  the  period  of  his  service,  to  various  coui'ts  ot 
Germany,  and,  in  1771,  to  that  of  France,  on  which  occadons 
•  Poliliacbea  Journal,  L  c 
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he  had  opportanities  of  becomiog  acqaainted  with  the  proini- 
neDt  statesmen  and  the  higher  nobility  of  that  time.  The  ease 
and  comfort  of  his  present  office,  compared  with  the  bustle, 
hardship  and  privation  of  his  former  life,  pleased  him  so  much, 
that  he  seemed  to  have  abandoned  all  ideas  of  returning  to 
the  profession  in  which  he  had  acquired  so  large  a  share  of 
renown.  Although  liberal  offers  had  been  made  to  him  in 
1764  on  the  part  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,*  and  repeatedly  in 
1766  and  1769  by  the  German  emperor  through  his  minister 
and  Greneral  Von  Ried,f  to  enter  military  service,  he  declined 
these  flattering  proposals,  being  contented  with  the  otium  cum 
dignitate  which  he  at  present  enjoyed  ;  the  more  so  as  he  had 
purchased  a  small  country-seat  near  Ilccbingen,  called  Weilheira. 
It  is  most  probable  that  Steuben  would  have  passed 
the  rest  of  bis  life  in  this  unprofitable  retirement  had  he 
not  happened  to  excite  against  him  the  animosity  of  certain 
Popish  priests  who— the  religion  of  the  court  being  also 
Catholic — were  constantly  plotting  and  intriguing  against  him 
after  his  return  from  Franco.  As  Steuben  was- a  firm  adherent 
to  the  tenets  of  the  Protestant  church,  he  was,  of  course,  ob- 
noxious to  the  priesthood,  who  were  jealous  of  his  growing 
influence  over  the  prince  and  the  other  members  of  the  court. 
Steuben  seeing  that  this  state  of  things,  if  prolonged,  could 
only  lead  to  disagreeable  results  for  him,  and  perhaps  cause 
dissension  between  the  prince  and  himself,  decided  to  retire. 
That  this  dissension  did  not  arise  from  any  serious  cause,  is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  Steuben  continued  to  be  a  great 
favorite  of  the  prince,  and  kept  up  friendly  intercourse  with 
him  even  after  his  amval  in  Amenca.J  He  went  to  the  court 
of  the  Margrave  of  Baden,  at  Carlsruhe,  who,  on  the  28th 
of  May,  1769,  had  distinguished  him  with  the  cross  of  the 
order  "  De  la  FidelUe:% 

*  Stoubcn's  MS.  Papers,  vol  xiii.  f  Ibidem. 
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Steuben  says,  in  one  of  his  memorials,  that  this  prince 
afterwards  conferred  on  him  the  rank  of  general,  but  this 
statement  docs  not  appear  correct  according  to  the  court 
calendars  of  that  time,  which  we  have  carefully  perused.  It 
is  the  less  likely  as  the  rank  of  general  did  not  exist  in  the 
small  army  of  the  Margrave  of  Baden,  and  as  the  highest 
military  dignity  was  that  of  a  colonel  of  the  guards.  We 
shall  at  another  place  refer  to  the  reasons  which  probably 
produced  the  above  assertion.  It  is,  however,  a  fact  es- 
tablished beyond  any  doubt,  that  Steuben  held  a  military 
appointment  of  an  honorary  character  in  the  militia  of  the 
empire,  having  been  chosen  general  of  the  Circle  of  Suabia, 
a  species  of  national  guard,  and  scarcely  ever  called  out  for 
active  service.  This  office  was  merely  an  honorary  post,  and 
did  not  entail  any  duty  upon  its  holder. 

His  life  in  Carlsruhe  and  Durlach  was  as  inactive  and  void 
of  excitement  as  that  during  his  stay  in  Hechingen.  Having 
no  duties  to  perform,  and  having  sufficient,  though  not  af- 
fluent, means.  Ire  diversified  the  monotony  of  an  existence  at 
a  small  German  court,  by  occasional  trips  to  the  capitals  of 
Germany  and  to  France.  It  was  during  this  time  that  he 
visited  Baron  Von  Waldener  at  his  country  residence  in 
Alsace,  where  he  renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Count  St. 
Germain,*  and  during  his  stay  in  Montpellier,  in  the  south  of 
France,  in  the  winter  of  1776,  he  met  and  became  acquainted 
with  the  English  Earls  of  Warwick  and  Spencer,  and  with 
the  French  Prince  De  Montbarey,  subsequently  minbter  of  war 

when  some  American  writers  (for  instance  Benson  J.  Lossing,  '*  Pictorial 
Field  Book,"  i.,  333)  say  that  the  King  of  Prussia  had  given  it  to  him. 
There  never  was  a  Prussian  order  of  this  name.  It  was  founded  on  June  17, 
1715,  by  Charles,  Margrave  of  Baden,  and  consisted  of  only  thirty  members. 
According  to  §  5  of  its  by-laws  only  such  persons  were  able  to  become  mem- 
bers of  the  order  who  were  of  noble  extraction,  unsullied  lineage,  and  irre- 
proachable conduct.  From  1715  to  1769,  when  Steuben  was  made  one  of  ita 
knights,  tliere  were  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  members  in  alL 
*  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  xiil 
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under  the  French  government.  His  relations  with  those  En- 
glish noblemen  were  of  the  most  intimate  and  friendly  character, 
and  he  received  from  them  pressing  invitations  to  spend  the 
ensuing  summer  with  them  in  England,  which  he  accepted.* 

Steuben  was  ill  adapted,  either  by  disposition  or  early  habits 
and  training,  to  find  enjoyment  and  satisfaction  in  a  life  of  idle- 
ness, for  any  length  of  time,  although  the  dignified  tranquillity 
of  his  life  at  a  little  court  promised  agreeable  repose  to  one 
tired  of  the  bivouac  and  the  camp.  It  was  not  calculated  to 
satbfy  his  ardent  and  impetuous  temperament,  or  induce  him 
forever  to  renounce  the  busy  scene  from  which  he  had  with- 
drawn for  a  season,  and  soon  afler  his  return  to  Carlsruhe  he 
appears  to  have  sought  a  fitting  opportunity  to  reenter  active 
service.  Just  at  that  time  all  Europe  was  anxiously  expecting 
the  war,  which  some  years  afler  broke  out,  in  regard  to  the 
succession  of  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  and  which  promised 
honorable  employment  and  glory  to  every  officer.  Steuben 
resolved  to  avail  himself  of  these  cheering  prospects,  and  for 
this  purpose  opened  negotiations,  which,  however,  were  not 
successful.  The  Prussian  officers  of  that  time  were  so  fully 
convinced  of  their  importance  and  superiority  over  all  other 
troops,  that  they  always  expected  to  receive  higher  rank  than 
that  which  they  had  under  the  king,  and  therefore  very  often 
rejected  propositions  made  to  them  by  foreign  powers,  who 
were  anxious  to  profit  by  their  knowledge  and  experience,  but 
were  unwilling  to  excite  jealousy  amongst  their  own  officers 
by  placing  foreigners  over  their  heads.  To  this  cause  is  to  be 
attributed,  as  it  appears,  the  failure  of  Steuben's  projects. 
The  difficulties  of  entering  the  German  emperor's  service, 
even  for  an  officer  so  distinguished  and  sought  after  as  Steuben 
was,  may  be  seen  from  the  following  letter  addressed  to  him 
on  the  4th  of  April,  by  the  famous  Prince  De  Ligne,  one  of  the 
highest  dignitaries  of  the  imperial  court.f  It  reads  as  follows : — 

•  Steubon  MS.  Papers,  vol.  xiiL 

f  1   found  this  interesting  letter,  originally  written  in  French,  in  vol. 
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"  I  thought  of  getting  you,  my  dear  baron,  to  enter  our 
service  even  before  the  idea  occurred  to  you,  when  I  heard 
you  speak  of  matters  connected  with  war  with  that  talent 
which  distinguishes  the  pupil  of  the  hero  from  whom  you 
have  learned  so  much.  Independent  of  any  personal  gratifica- 
tion I  should  derive,  I  believed  that  it  would  be  very  fortu- 
nate for  the  service  to  have  you  amongst  us. 

*'I  should  like  you  to  sec  the  emperor  when  he  passes  through 
your  province,  for  I  am  sure  that  you  would  produce  the  same 
favorable  impression  upon  him  that  you  made  upon  me.  With- 
out this,  it  will  be  impossible  to  enter  the  service. 

"  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Field  Marshal  Lascy,  of 
whom  I  asked,  as  a  particular  favor,  to  get  a  commission  in 
my  own  regiment  for  a  colonel  of  the  very  highest  distinction, 
but  he  informed  me  that  it  is  utterly  impossible,  and  not  to  be 
thought  of.  You  see  with  what  regret  I  acquaint  you  with 
this,  my  dear  baron.  If  there  were  a  war,  I  should  exert  my- 
self to  get  you,  for  our  own  sake  more  than  for  yours,  so  that 
your  talents  should  not  be  left  unemployed." 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1777,  when  the  Jlmperor  Jo- 
seph II.  went  to  France,  General  Ried,  a  personal  friend  of 
Steuben,  urged  him  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  emperor  at 
Stuttgardt,  assuring  him  that  it  was  very  probable  that  his 
Majesty  would  invite  him  to  enter  his  service.*  It  does  not 
api)ear,  however,  that  Steuben  complied  with  Ricd's  recom- 
mendation ;  on  the  contrary,  it  would  appear  that  he  declined 
doinff  so,  and  that  he  had  definitivelv  abandoned  the  idea  of 
reentering  active  military  service. 

xiii.  of  the  Steulx)n  Papers.  Although  bearing  only  the  chite  of  the  month, 
it  must  have  been  written  m  1777,  because  it  refers  to  the  emperor's  intended 
journey  through  Western  Germany,  which  Joseph  II.  never  yimtod  before 
1777,  on  his  way  to  Paris, 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  x. 
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rpHE  negotiations  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  chapter  having 
-*•  failed,  Steuben  determined  to  fulfill  a  promise  made  some 
time  before  to  visit  his  friends  in  England,  and  set  out,  toward 
the  end  of  April,  17V7,  on  his  journey  thither,  by  way  of 
France.  He  arrived  in  Paris  on  the  2d  day  of  May,  intend- 
ing to  spend  a  few  days  in  that  capital  previous  to  his  depart- 
ure for  Calais,  in  order  to  visit  liis  old  acquaintances,  particu- 
larly the  Count  Do  St.  Germain,  whom  the  King  of  France  had 
recently  appointed  minister  of  war.  Shortly  aflcr  reaching 
Paris  he  notified  the  count  of  his  arrival  and  of  his  anxiety  to 
see  him,  to  which  he  received  in  reply,  that  the  count  would 
rather  not  see  him  at  Versailles,  but  that  he  would  be  glad  to 
meet  him  in  three  days  at  the  Paris  arsenal,  where  he  intended 
to  have  a  particular  conversation  with  him,  and  that  ho  would 
send  an  officer  to  conduct  him  to  the  place  of  rendezvous. 

*  Almost  the  entire  narrative  in  this  chapter  is  tnkcn  from  vol.  xiii.of  the 
Steuben  Papers,  at  some  places  very  often  word  for  word. 
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Steuben  could  not  conceive  the  meaning  of  this  extraordi- 
nary message.  "  I  had  formed,"  says  he,  in  one  of  his  memo- 
rials, '^  no  ambitious  schemes,  and  was  perfectly  satisfied  with 
my  situation.  I  could  not  define  the  meaning  of  this  enigma. 
I  can  certify,  upon  my  honor,  that  among  all  the  conjectures 
I  made,  the  truth  never  occurred  to  me." 

A  few  days  afterward  the  Count  St.  Germain  arrived  in 
Paris,  and  sent  the  Baron  De  Pagenstecher,  colonel  of  the 
Legion  Conde,  for  Steuben,  who  waited  upon  the  count,  and 
was  received  by  him  in  his  cabinet.  After  observing  to  the 
baron  that  he  had  arrived  very  a  i>ropo8^  the  count  mentioned 
that  he  had  intended  to  write  to  him  to  submit  a  project 
which  he  thought  would  prove  very  advantageous,  and  for  the 
execution  of  which  he  thought  the  baron  the  most  proper  per- 
son. Then  opening  a  map  and  pointing  to  America,  "  Here," 
said  he,  "  is  your  field  of  battle.  Here  is  a  republic  which  you 
must  serve.  You  are  the  very  man  she  needs  at  this  moment. 
If  you  succeed,  your  fortune  is  made,  and  you  will  acquire 
more  glory  than  you  could  hope  for  in  Europe  in  a  great 
many  years  to  come  I"  He  then  entered  into  a  minute  de- 
tail of  the  political  situation  of  the  United  States,  which,  after 
having  once  declared  themselves  independent,  would  undoubt- 
edly sustain  this  declaration  ;  adding  that  it  would  be  a  mer- 
itorious office  to  assist  in  building  up  the  grand  edifice  of  that 
rising  republic. 

He  demonstrated  to  Steuben  the  resources  which  the  in- 
surgents had,  and  the  support  which  they  could  indirectly  ex- 
pect from  France  and  Spain.  He  intimated  to  him  the  possi- 
bility of  an  open  alliance  between  the  different  brancbes  of 
the  house  of  Bourbon  and  the  Americans.  He  then  tunied  to 
the  other  side  of  the  picture,  and  with  equal  discernment  de- 
tailed to  Steuben  the  many  disadvantages  the  United  States 
then  labored  under ;  that  their  army  had  no  regular  or  per- 
manent formation  ;  that  their  enlistments,  being  for  very  short 
periods,  their  army  had  no  order,  or  method  of  keeping  the 
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corps  together ;  that  the  loss  of  the  men  not  only  continually 
destroyed  the  formation  of  the  corps,  but  caused  the  most 
terrible  destruction  of  horses,  arms,  clothing,  and  every  spe- 
cies of  camp  equipage ;  that  the  consumption  of  these  articles 
was  enormous ;  that  they  were  in  want  of  some  officer  of  ex- 
perience to  be  charged  with  the  details,  who  was  not  only 
acquainted  with  the  regular  fonnation  of  an  army,  but  who 
could  trace  out  for  them  a  system  of  economy  for  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  army,  and,  by  a  rigid  inspection,  prevent  those 
abuses  which  might  otherwise  tend  to  the  destruction  of  the 
country.  To  this  he  added,  that  if  some  such  order  were  not 
established,  the  resources  of  the  United  States  must  very  soon 
be  exhausted,  nor  would  it  be  in  the  power  of  their  friends  in 
Europe  to  supply  so  enormous  an  expense ;  that,  among  all 
the  foreign  officei's  who  had  gone  to  America,  there  was  not 
one  who  possessed  sufficient  information  on  these  points, 
and  that  the  commander-in-chief  and  Congress  would  be  ex- 
tremely happy  to  meet  with  an  officer  of  experience  to  assist 
in  establishing  order,  which  was  so  indispensably  necessary. 

"You  perceive  now,"  added  the  count,  "why  I  wished 
you  not  to  appear  at  Versailles ;  I  would  not  even  wish  you 
to  be  seen  much  in  Paris;  you  must,  however,  see  the  Count 
De  Aranda  and  the  Prince  De  Montbarey,  who  are  acquainted 
with  this  project ;  and  in  order  that  you  may  have  every  pos- 
sible information  with  respect  to  the  United  States,  I  will  send 
3Ir.  Deane  to  you." 

St.  Germain  was  well  aware  that  Steuben  was  perfectly 
competent  to  })erform  the  task.  Being  himself  an  ardent  ad- 
mirer  of  the  Prussian  school  of  military  discipline  and  tactics, 
which  in  former  years  he  had  in  vain  tried  to  introduce  into 
tlie  Danish  army,  and  which  he  now  equally  in  vain  tried  to 
introduce  into  the  French  army,  he  had  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Steuben,  when  the  latter,  after  the  termination  of 
the  Seven  Years'  War,  had  just  returned  from  the  field,  and 
formed  a  &vorable  opinion  of  the  sound  judgment  and  mill- 
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tary  ability  of  King  Frederict'e  aid-de-camp.  Success  dcmoa- 
stratcd  tliat  his  choice  was  &  good  one :  a  proof  that  St.  Ger- 
main had  a  much  deeper  knowledge  of  men  and  things  than 
hia  adversaries  ordinarily  attribute  to  hira. 

Steuben  replied  to  St.  Gcrmiun's  overtures,  that  although 
his  present  situation  was  not  an  elevated  one,  it  was,  nerer- 
thelcs-'^,  agreeable,  white  the  enterprise  proposed  by  the  count 
was  haeardouH  for  a  man  no  longer  young,  .ind  ignorant,  as  he 
was,  of  the  English  language.  lie  tinnljy  asked  the  count,  rot 
in  his  character  of  minister,  but  as  a  friend,  if  ho  would  advise 
him  to  accept  eucIi  an  adventurous  undertaking,  to  which  St. 
Gormnin  answered :  "  Sir,  as  a  minister  I  have  no  advice  to 
give  you  on  these  subjects ;  but  as  your  friend  I  would  never 
ad  vise  you  to  do  any  thing  which  I  would  not  do  myself,  were 
I  not  employed  in  the  king's  service," 

No  determination  was  arrived  at  in  their  first  interview. 
The  first  consequence,  however,  resulting  from  tins  couver- 
sation,  was  the  suspension  of  Steuben's  proposed  visit  to  En- 
gland. On  the  following  day,  when  be  saw  the  count  again, 
the  latter  recurred  to  the  subject,  and  as  he  still  preferred  that 
Steuben  should  not  vi»t  him  at  Versailles,  he  gave  htm  a  let- 
ter to  Mr,  De  Beaumarchius,  the  author  of  Figaro,  who  took 
such  a  deep  interest  in  the  American  Revolution,  warning  him 
at  the  same  time  to  be  extremely  circumspect.  The  propori- 
tion  now  appeared  to  Steuben  less  extravagant  than  at  first, 
and  as  he  began  to  feel  an  interest  in  the  matter,  he  did  not 
need  St.  Germain's  recommendation  to  be  discreet.  Mr.  De 
Besumarchais  introduced  JUr.  Deane  to  Steuben,  and  a  few 
days  after  Mr.  Peane  look  him  to  Dr.  Franklin  at  Passy. 

Both  the  American  commissioners  appeared  very  desirona 
that  Steuben  should  enter  tlie  service  of  Congress.  TTiey  con- 
firmed to  him  the  statement,  made  by  St.  Germain,  and  ex- 
pressed their  hopes  that  he  would  be  able  to  establish  the  or- 
der and  discipline  in^ie  American  army,  which  were  so  much 
wished  by  the  commander-in-chief,  and  for  which  he  had  not 
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yet  found  an  able  assistant  amongst  the  throng  of  foreign  offi- 
cers who  had  gone  over  to  America.  But  when  Steuben 
mentioned  a  disbursement  for  the  expenses  of  hb  journey 
they  expiessed  some  doubt  as  to  their  power  to  grant  it. 
Mr.  Deane  made  no  difficulties ;  Franklin,  however,  made  sev- 
eral. Ho  spoke  a  great  deal  about  presenting  him  with  a 
couple  of  thousand  acres  of  land,  to  which  Steuben  did  not 
attach  much  value,  and  which  in  any  case  could  not  furuish 
him  with  the  means  of  crossing  the  Atlantic.  As  to  advances, 
Franklin  positively  declared  that  it  was  out  of  the  question  ; 
that  he  was  not  empowered  to  make  any,  and  that  he  could 
not  enter  into  any  engagement  with  any  officer  whatever.  lie 
told  him  this  with  an  air  and  manner  to  which  Steuben,  as  he 
remarks  in  a  letter  written  at  the  time,  "  was  then  little  ac- 
customed," whereupon  Steuben  immediately  took  leave  with- 
out any  further  explanation. 

He  went  thence  to  Mr.  De  Beanmarchais.  He  told  him  that 
he  intended  to  set  out  immediately  for  Germany,  and  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  hear  any  more  of  America.  As  soon  as 
Beaumarchais  was  informed  of  the  cause  of  Steuben's  reso- 
lution, he  informed  him  that  "if  he  wanted  nothing  but 
money,  a  thousand  Louis-d'ors  and  more  were  at  his  service." 
Steuben  thanked  him  for  his  generous  offer,  but  told  him,  at 
the  same  time,  that  he  was  fixed  in  his  determination  to  pay 
his  last  visit  to  the  Count  St.  Germain,  and  to  leave  the  follow- 
ing day  for  Rastadt. 

On  July  24th,  Steuben  accordingly  paid  a  farewell  visit  to 
Count  St.  Geimain  at  Versailles,  and  informed  the  minister  of 
his  determination.  He  represented  to  him  that  he  could  not 
embark  on  so  hazardous  an  enterprise,  and  that  even  if  he 
would,  he  had  not  the  money  necessary  for  his  own  equip- 
ments and  that  of  his  suite.  He  cited  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Du  Coudrai,  whose  services,  notwithstanding  a  previous  en- 
gagement with  the  American  commissioners  in  France,  had 
not  been  accepted  by  Congress,  and  alluded  to  the  danger  of 
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being  taken  prisoner  by  the  English,  without  having  made  a 
definite  engagement.  Although  tlie  count  appeared  somewhat 
hurt  by  Steuben's  determination,  he  invited  him  to  spend  two 
days  at  Versailles,  and  renew  his  acquaintance  with  the  Prince 
Do  Montbarey.  After  dinner  the  Spanish  ambassador,  Count 
De  Aranda,  came  in,  to  whom  St.  Germain  introduced  Steuben 
with  the  following  words:  ^^  Here  ia  a  man  who  will  risk  noth- 
ing, consequently  he  will  gain  nothing.''  On  the  same  day 
Steuben  waited  upon  Prince  De  Montbarey,  who  appeared  as 
full  of  the  American  scheme  as  the  Count  De  St.  Germain. 
Notwithstanding  the  arguments  and  importunities  of  the 
French  ministers,  Steuben  declared  that  he  could  not  deter- 
mine on  any  thing  until  he  had  iirst  visited  Germany,  whither 
ho  intended  to  sot  out  the  following  day. 

When  he  arrived  at  Rastadt  he  met  there  Prince  Louis 
William  of  Baden,  a  lieutenant  general  in  the  Dutch  army, 
and  governor  of  Aniheim.  lie  also  found  a  very  persimsivo 
letter  from  !M.  De  I^eaumarchais,  who  wrote  him  that  Count 
St.  Germain  expocted  his  prompt  retuni  to  Vers:iille8 ;  that  a 
vessel  was  ready  in  the  port  of  j\[ni*seilles  for  his  embarkation, 
and  that  as  for  any  disbursements  he  might  need  to  make,  he 
could  dis])0se  of  his  funds.  This  letter  was  accompanied  by 
one  from  the  Count  St.  Geniiain,  who  pressed  Steuben  to  re- 
turn immediatelv.  The  confidence  he  had  in  Prince  Louis 
William  made  Steuben  consult  him  about  the  affair.  Being 
himself  engaged  in  the  service  of  a  republic  and  probably 
more  dazzled  by  the  ]}rospect  of  glory  than  Steuben  was  him- 
self, he  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  room  for  hesitation  ; 
that  he  should  certainly  run  the  risk,  and  that  he  could  never 
find  a  finer  op|>ortunity  of  distinguishing  himself  than  that 
which  was  oflered  to  him.  The  jirince's  advice  was  successful^ 
anil  it  was  not  long  before  Steuben  carried  his  plan  h»to  exe- 
cution. ILivini;  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Kini;  of  Prussia, 
he  (!onferred  his  canonry  at  Ilavelsberg,  which  then  brought 
him  a  yearly  revenue  of  four  thousand  six  hundred  livres,  on 
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hiB  nephew,  the  Baron  Von  Canitz,  and  staitcd  again  for  Paris, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  17th  of  August,  1777. 

On  the  day  after  his  arrival  Steuben  went  to  Versailles, 
where  he  had  a  conference  with  St.  Germain  and  Montbarey, 
and  where  it  was  resolved  that  he  should  not  enter  into  any 
arrangement  with  the  American  agents,  either  for  money  or 
the  expenses  of  his  journey,  but  that  ho  should  merely  wait 
upon  them,  to  inform  them  of  his  approaching  departure  for 
the  United  States,  and  ask  them  for  letters  of  introduction  to 
the  leading  membei^  of  Congress,  telling  them,  at  the  same 
time,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  make  one  or  two  campaigns 
with  their  army  in  the  simple  capacity  of  a  volunteer. 

"  From  the  information,"  says  Steuben  afterwards,*  in  a 
letter  addressed  on  the  27th  of  January,  1790,  to  Alexander 
Hamilton,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  *'  I  received  from 
the  ministers  of  France,  that  the  preferment  of  foreigners  to 
military  employments  had  been  a  cause  of  discontent  in  the 
American  army,  I  foresaw  the  necessity  of  pursuing  a  difFer- 
eot  course  from  that  which  had  been  adopted  by  my  prede- 
cessors, in  order  to  gain  admission  into  your  army.  Being 
sure  of  success  in  my  enterprise,  as  soon  as  the  commander- 
in-chief  and  the  army  shouhl  be  aware  of  the  advantages  of 
my  military  arrangements,  there  was  but  one  difficulty  to  sur- 
mount, and  from  the  complexion  of  the  times,  that  difficulty 
was  of  the  greatest  magnitude.  It  depended  upon  obtaining 
sach  a  post  in  the  army  as  would  enable  me  to  make  use  of 
the  knowledge  of  my  profession,  and  to  render  it  beneficial  to 
the  interest  of  the  United  States,  without  exciting  the  dissat- 
is&ction  and  jealousy  of  the  officers  of  your  army.  Any  con- 
ditions proposed  by  me,  under  these  circumstances,  tending  to 
insure  me  a  recompense  proportioned  to  my  sacrifices  and  my 
services,  would  have  rendered  all  my  negotiations  abortive. 
But  proposals  to  serve  the  United  States  as  a  volunteer,  witli- 

♦  Ainoricau  State  Papers.   Volurao  entitled  "  Claims."   Wtksbington,  1 834 ; 
No.  5,  foL,  p.  11-16. 
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ont  rank  or  pay,  coald  give  no  nmbn^e.  No  penon,  sr,  u 
better  informed  tlian  yourself,  bow  difficult  it  was,  at  that 
time,  to  introduce  a  foreigner  into  your  army,  even  without 
any  condition  whatever.  If,  however,  I  should  be  charged 
with  having  made  use  of  illicit,  stratagems  to  gain  odraissioa 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  I  am  iiire  the  army  will 
acquit  me,  and,  I  flatter  myself,  so  also  will  the  citizens  of  this 
ropnblio  in  general." 

Stenben  does  not  say,  either  on  this  or  on  any  other  oc- 
oarion,  what  was  the  illicit  stratagem  of  which  he  had  made 
use.  Nevertheless,  is  is  evident  that  it  was  bis  assertion 
that  he  had  been  general  in  the  service  of  the  Margrave  of 
Baden.  It  appears  that  this  pretense  formed  one  of  the 
snbjects  of  the  convei-satiou  with  the  French  ministers,  and 
that  it  had  been  suggested  by  them.  Politioally  they  were 
right,  as  Steuben,  had  he  been  introduced  only  as  a  major 
or  colonel  to  Congress,  would  never  have  been  able  to  gain 
that  important  and  influential  position  in  America,  which 
he  wanted  for  the  introduction  of  his  inspection  and  discipline. 
There  was  probably  not  a  member  of  Congress  that  had  ever 
heard  of  a  Margraviate  of  Baden.  The  more  imposing  title 
of  lieutenant  general  secured  to  Steuben  the  right  place  in  the 
American  army.  Even  Fraukliu,  who  lived  then  in  Paiis,  con- 
founded Steuben's  being  aid-dc-cnmp  to  Frederick  II.  with  the 
fictitious  rank  given  to  him  by  the  French  diplomacy.  And  in 
the  United  States,  from  liia  arrival  to  the  present  day,  he  is  usu- 
ally called  a  Prussian  lieutenant  general.  Ho  much  is  certain,  that 
if  Steuben  had  been  a  general  in  Europe,  his  jrosition  would  have 
been  so  elevated,  that  he  would  never  have  crossed  the  Atlantic. 

The  Prince  De  Moutbarey  introduced  Steuben  to  the  Count 
De  Vergcnnes,  tlio  French  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  who,  on 
the  ]9th  of  August,  granted  him  a  particular  audience. 

"  You  are  determined  then  to  go  to  America,"  said  the 
count,  upon  which  Steuben  asked  if  he  considered  the  idea 
extravagant. 
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"  On  the  contrary,"  he  replied,  "  it  is  the  road  to  fame 
and  distinction ;  but  I  strongly  recommend  you  to  make  an 
agreement  beforehand,  and  not  rely  too  implicitly  on  repub- 
lican generosity."  Whereupon  Steuben  remarked  that  he 
had  no  conditions  to  make  with  the  Ameiican  agents,  adding, 
that  if  the  republic  he  was  going  to  serve  was  ungrateful,  he 
expected  that  the  King  of  France  would  not  be  so,  and  that 
Count  Yergennes  and  Prince  Montbarey  would  not  allow  his 
services  to  remain  unrewarded. 

"  You  know  very  well,"  said  Count  Vergennes,  "  that  it 
IS  impossible  for  us  to  make  conditions  with  you.  I  can  only 
say  to  you.  Go,  succeed,  and  you  will  never  regret  the  step 

you  have  taken." 

The  Count  De  St.  Germain  then  conversed  with  Steuben 
relative  to  the  defects  of  and  the  reforms  to  be  introduced  into 
the  American  army.  Of  these,  the  principal  were  strict  order 
and  economy  in  the  different  corps,  and  in  the  administration 
of  the  different  departments  having  the  regulation  of  the  sup- 
plies for  the  aimy.  The  other  points  were,  the  establishment 
of  a  rigid  inspection  and  regular  and  permanent  formation  of 
the  different  corps,  a  simplicity  in  the  maneuvers,  the  abolition 
of  all  exercise  of  parade,  and  the  easiest  and  most  expeditious 
mode  of  encamping  in  order  of  battle. 

Having  obtained  from  Franklin  letters  of  introduction  to 
General  Washington,  Samuel  A^danis,  President  Laurens,  Rob- 
ert Morris,  and  other  men  of  distinction  in  America,  Steuben 
commenced  arrangements  for  his  departure.  Mr.  De  Mon- 
thieu,  one  of  the  royal  commissioners,  gave  him  the  choice  of 
two  vessels,  one  sailing  from  TOrient,  the  other  from  Mar- 
seilles. By  the  advice  of  the  Spanish  minister.  Count  Aranda, 
Steuben  selected  the  latter,  and  set  out  for  Marseilles,  wlience, 
on  the  26th  day  of  September,  1777,  he  set  sail  on  board  of 
the  twenty-four  gun  ship  "  I'Heureux,"  the  name  of  which,  for 
this  voyage,  was  altered  to  that  of  "  le  Flamaud."  Steuben's 
name  was  entered  on  the  ship's  books  as  Frank,  and  under 
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this  name  the  French  ministers  gave  him  dispatches  to  the 
Marquis  De  Bouilly,  Governor  of  Martinique,  in  order  to  guard 
against  the  evil  consequences  of  capture  by  the  British  cruisers. 
Uis  suite  consisted  of  Peter  S.  Duponceau,  whom  Steuben  had 
engaged  as  secretary  and  interpreter ;  of  his  aids,  De  I'Enfant, 
De  Romanai,  Des  Epinieres  and  De  Pontiere,  who  afterward, 
as  a  captain  of  horse,  entered  the  corps  of  Potasky.  They  were 
joined  by  Beaumarchais'  nephew  and  agent,  M.  De  Francy, 
who  was  sent  over  by  his  uncle  to  settle  the  accounts  and 
business  relations  of  the  Latter  with  Congress.  It  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  this  same  vessel  in  which  Steuben  embarked 
also  conveyed  to  the  American  government  large  supplies  of 
war  material,  purchased  and  shipped  by  M.  De  Beaumarchais 
under  the  assumed  name  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Roderique 
Hortalez  &  Co.  These  supplies  consisted  of  seventeen  hun- 
dred weight  of  powder,  twenty-two  tons  of  sulphur,  fifty-two 
brass  cannon,  nineteen  mortars,  besides  a  great  number  of 
smaller  field-pieces,  muskets  and  pistols,*  and  formed  a  part  of 
the  advances  which  Beaumarchais  made  to  Congress  as  well 
from  his  own  as  from  the  governmental  means,  and  the  value 
of  which  his  heirs  only  partly  recovered  after  about  sixty 
years'  litigation.  Beaumarchais  at  the  same  time  advanced  to 
Steuben  his  traveling  expenses,  which  were  considered  by  the 
latter  as  a  personal  loan. 

"  Recall  me  often,"  writes  Beaumarchais,  on  the  6th  of  De- 
cember, 1778,  to  De  Francy,f  "  to  the  memory  and  good  wishes 
Baron  De  Steuben.  I  congratulate  myself,  from  what  he  tells 
me,  of  having  given  so  great  an  officer  to  my  friends,  the  free- 
men, and  having  in  a  certain  way  forced  him  to  follow  this 
noble  career.  I  am  in  no  way  uneasy  about  the  money  I  lent 
him  to  start  with.     Never  did  I  make  so  agreeable  a  use  of 

*  Politisches  Journal  von  und  fur  Deutschland,  1784.  Vol  iL,  p.  9-1.  Tho 
Remembrancer,  London,  1778,  p.  98. 

f  Beaumarchais  et  son  Temps,  par  Louis  do  Ix)menie.  4  vols. ;  iii.,  p. 
175  (Euglisli  translation.  Loudon  edition,  by  Henry  S.  Edward). 
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capital,  for  I  have  put  :i  man  of  honor  in  his  true  place.  I 
hear  that  he  is  inspector  general  of  all  the  Anierican  troops. 
Bravo !  tell  him  that  his  glory  is  the  interest  of  ray  money, 
and  that  I  do  not  douht  that  on  these  terms  he  will  pay  mo 
with  usury." 

For  a  man  of  Steuben's  age  and  habits  to  abandon  home, 
kindred  and  powerful  connections  for  a  life  of  danger,  priva- 
tion and  uncertainty  in  a  strange  land,  with  whose  language 
he  was  unacquainted,  and  whose  manners  and  habits  were  dif- 
ferent from  those  in  which  he  had  lived,  was  a  bold  and  haz- 
ardous enterprise  in  which  one  of  less  energetic  and  deter- 
mined character  than  Steuben  would  scarcely  have  embarked 
with  so  little  hesitation.  He  lefl  Europe,  where  he  had 
won  hard-earned  distinction  and  fame — where,  if  he  was  not 
opulent,  he  had  at  least  a  sufficient  competence — to  sorvo  a 
country  engaged  in  an  obstinate,  exhausting  and  hitherto  un- 
successful war,  where  his  prospects  of  professional  advance- 
ment were  by  no  means  assured,  and  which  offered  him  no  in- 
ducements of  a  pecuniary  or  material  nature.  Confident  in 
himself,  urged  by  high  and  generous  motives,  he  determined 
to  offer  his  sword  to  a  nation  struggling  for  her  rights  and  lib- 
erties, lie  made  no  conditions.  He  bargained  for  no  re- 
ward. Military  distinction  and  active  employment  were  the 
chief  objects  of  his  ambition,  the  immediate  motives  of  his 
conduct. 
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TirHILE  Steuben  is  hastening  to  his  journey's  end,  and  try- 
' '  ing  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  life  on  ship-board  by 
mathematical  calculations,  exercising  his  companions  in  shoot- 
ing at  a  mark,  or  reading  books  like  the  writings  of  the  Abb^ 
Raynal  on  America,  we  propose  to  consider  briefly  the  rea- 
sons which  impelled  the  French  minister  to  engage  Steuben's 
services  for  Congress,  and  immediately  afterwards  to  conclude 
an  alliance  with  the  United  States. 

Tliere  is  perhaps  scarcely  an  event  in  modern  history  which 
has  been  so  partially  judged  by  the  American  people,  and 
therefore  so  distorted  from  its  true  historical  connection.     We 
shall,  therefore,  endeavor  to  analyze  the  motives  of  this  act, ' 
and  to  place  it  in  its  true  political  light. 
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Frederick  the  Great  used  to  say :  "  If  I  were  King  of 
France,  not  a  single  cannon  could  bo  fired  in  Europe  without 
my  consent,"  and  thus  demonstrated  in  the  most  convincing 
manner  how  the  resources,  importance  and  the  position  of 
France  in  the  family  of  European  States  gave  her  this  position 
of  arbiter. 

Tliis  supremacy  was  maintained  from  the  beginning  of  the 
seventeenth  century  down  to  tha  Seven  Years'  War.  The 
peace  of  Paris  (1763)  which  deprived  France  of  all  her  North 
American  possessions — Canada  in  particular — put  a  sudden 
end  to  it.  The  terms  of  that  peace  were  an  unquestionable 
proof  of  the  internal  decay  of  the  country,  the  impotence  of 
the  government,  and  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  entire 
nation.  From  this  time  dates  the  decided  superiority  of  En- 
gland over  France  as  a  maritime  power.  That  nation,  which 
by  its  interpretation  of  the  terras  of  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle  (1748),  had  extended  its  dominion  from  the  Canadas  to 
the  Ohio,  and  along  the  Mississippi  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  that 
nation  which  had  conlined  the  English  colonies  within  the 
comparatively  narrow  space  between  the  Atlantic  and  the 
Alleghany  mountidns ;  that  nation,  which  in  the  East  Indies, 
also,  had  for  a  long  time  successfully  struggled  for  the  mastery, 
was  broken  in  pieces  by  the  mistresses  and  favorites  of  Louis 
XV.  The  apathy  of  the  government,  incapable  of  supporting 
or  maintaining  a  single  element  of  national  greatness,  now,  by 
the  peace  of  Paiis,  received  the  public  testimony  of  its  dis- 
grace. France  was  thus  reduced  to  the  position  of  a  second- 
class  power.  Her  domestic  and  foreign  relations  reduced  her 
influence  in  European  politics  to  nothing,  and  even  the  Bour- 
bon family  compact,  which  was  a  sort  of  triumph  in  the  poli- 
tics of  the  house  and  family,  at  last  became  nothing  but  a  vain 
attempt  to  regain  the  lost  position.  In  1772,  when  the  first  par- 
tition of  Poland  took  place,  France  submitted  without  a  pro- 
test, without  uttering  a  syllable  of  war,  to  an  act,  which,  consist- 
ently with  her  traditionary  policy,  and  the  preservation  of  the 
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balance  of  power  in  Europe,  she*  ought  to  Lave  opposed  with 
all  her  might.  Thus  at  the  dcatli  of  Louis  XV.  her  political 
influence  was  everywhere  destroyed,  and  new  powers,  which 
had  acquired  strengtli  and  size  during  the  century — Prussia 
and  Russia — threatened  to  deprive  her  of  the  last  remnant  of 
her  attributes  as  leader  of  political  and  social  ton.  On  the 
accession  of  Louis  XVI.  to  the  throne,  a  warlike  spkit  began 
to  appear  at  court  and  in  the  most  prominent  circles  of  society. 
The  humiliations  of  the  last  war  excited  feelings  of  shame,  and 
efforts  were  made  to  collect  strength  and  means  to  be  em- 
ployed at  the  lirst  opportunity  to  recover  the  lost  political  influ- 
ence. The  national  feeling  which,  under  Louis  XV.,  had  sunk 
low,  rose  again  to  its  proper  height,  ond  the  court  favored  ev- 
ery bold  and  noble  enterprise  that  flattered  the  popular  pride. 
Such  was  tlie  state  of  feeling  in  France,  when  the  Amer- 
ican licvolution  broke  out.  France,  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  hailed  the  event  with  the  utmost  joy,  although  for 
various  reasons.  The  court  rejoiced  at  the  embarrassment 
of  England,  and  regarded  it  as  a  good  opportunity  to  avenge 
all  the  annoyances  and  losses  which  it  had  been  compelled 
to  endure  from  England  for  the  last  eighty  years.  A  war 
with  the  latter  power,  detested  by  all  Frenchmen  of  every 
degree,  might  recover  the  lost  glory  of  their  army  and  navy, 
snatch  the  masteiy  of  the  seas  from  England,  and  revivo 
the  commerce  of  France.  The  king,  timid  and  hesitating 
as  he  was,  could  not  come  to  any  conclusion,  and  in  this  way 
lost  all  the  probable  advantages  which  would  have  resulted 
from  a  sudden  declaration  of  war.  Listead  of  commencing 
hostilities  in  the  usual  manner  by  capturing  the  enemy's  trad- 
ing vessels  even  before  the  formal  declaration  of  war ;  or  in- 
stead of  sending  a  fleet  to  America,  and  there,  in  presence 
of  the  enemy,  declaring  wai",  Louis  XVL  wavered  up  to  the 
last  moment.  Li  secret  he  sent  arms  and  money  to  Amer- 
ica, while  he  publicly  Ibrbade  the  Revolution  to  be  discussed 
in  the  cafes     lie  listened  to  his  ministers  and  counselors  with- 


LIFEOF8TSUBBN.  81 

out  giving  an  opinion  or  a  decided  answer,  and  "deceived 
himself  so  £ir  as  to  believe  that  his  secret  intrigues  could  not 
be  detected,  and  that  he  could  ruin  his  rival  without  running 
the  risk  of  a  conflict  with  her.  Such  a  deception  could  not 
long  continue,  and  the  English  cabinet  had  too  much  penetra- 
tion to  allow  the  French  government  thus  to  reap  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  war  without  incurring  its  dangers."* 

A  breach  took  place  thus  with  England,  and  war  was 
declared.  Prejudiced  as  Louis  XVI.  was  in  the  beginning 
against  the  Americans,  in  his  character  of  legitimate  sover- 
eign, jealousy  of  England  finally  overcame  the  principles  of 
monarchical  policy.  The  "3Iost  Christian  King"  allied  him- 
self with  the  rebels  who  were  contending  against  his  author- 
ity as  well  as  that  of  his  colleague  in  England,  with  the  her- 
etics, for  whose  destruction  France  had  formerly  made  such 
great  sacrifices  of  blood  ond  treasure. 

Simple  times,  when  absolutism  was  still  unaware  of  the 
solidarity  of  its  interests,  and  had  no  combined  system  of 
action!  Even  Joseph  II.,  whose  strength  did  not  consist  in 
clear  political  conceptions,  gave  as  his  opinion  concerning  the 
alliance,  that  his  "  business  was  to  be  royalist." 

It  was,  in  general,  the  want  of  experience  in  all  colonial 
matters  that  led  almost  all  the  European  governments  which 
had  transatlantic  possessions  into  the  greatest  practical  mis- 
takes. As  the  English,  by  acquiring  Canada,  destroyed  the 
balance  of  power  in  North  America,  and  cleared  the  way  for 
the  independence  of  their  own  colonies,  so  Charles  III.  of 
Spain,  in  drawing  his  sword  in  favor  of  the  despised  heretics 
of  America,  promoted  the  claims  of  his  American  colonies  for 
emancipation.  In  this  way,  the  very  hot-houses  of  European 
absolutism,  France  and  Spain,  stirred  up  the  fire  of  revolution 
in  America,  which,  not  long  afterwards,  reacted  on  their  own 
countries  with  the  most  terrible  effect.     The  consequences  of 

♦  Memoirs  of  Count  Segur,  vol.  i.,  p.  100. 

4* 
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tho  American  war,  however,  very  sood  proved  to  them  their  ■ 
short-sighted  rashness,  and  made  them  more  prudent  in  the 
future.  When,  in  1790,  Louis  XVI.  was  advised  to  assist 
Tippo  Sahib  against  England,  ho  most  positively  declined 
adopting  the  suicidal  policy  of  encouraging  rebels — a  policy 
which  Count  Aranda,  one  of  tho  most  far-seeing  statesmen  of 
the  last  century,  understood,  even  during  the  American  war,* 
Ho  had  scarcely  signed  the  peace  of  Paris,  which  declared  tho 
United  States  independent,  when,  convinced  that  the  matnal 
advantages  between  Spain  and  her  colonies  did  not  depend 
upon  their  political  relations,  he  advised  the  king,  in  a  very  re- 
markable memorial,!  to  give  up  all  his  American  possessions, 
except  tho  islands,  and  to  erect  three  independent  kingdoms 
of  ]!k[exico,  Peru,  and  Costa  Firma,  for  the  princes  of  his  house. 
In  this  memorial,  the  wise  Aranda  foresaw  and  predicted  that 
the  United  States  must  grow  to  gigantic  proportions,  and  that, 
in  a  very  short  time,  they  would  threaten  the  Spanish  colonies, 
first  in  Florida,  and  that  the  example  given  by  the  northern 
republic  would  produce  the  most  disastrous  results. 

To  return,  however,  to  France;  all  the  political  reasons 
would  have  failed  to  induce  Louis  XVL  and  tho  French  court 
to  declare  war  with  England,  were  it  not  for  another  power, 
which,  availing  itself  of  the  occasion  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, for  the  first  time,  with  youthful  impetuosity,  took  part  in 
European  politics.  This  power  was  the  Philosophy  of  that 
time,  which,  in  contradiction  to  the  corruption  of  the  mon- 
archy and  the  anomalies  of  the  existing  relations  of  Church  and 
State,  umda  liTature  the  standard  by  which  it  judged  the  laws, 
manners,  and  condition  of  things.  It  was  based  upon  the 
philosoi)hieal  doctrines  and  principles  of  Rousseau,  as  developed 
in  his  ^^Contrat  SociaV*  This  important  work  presupposes  a 
natural,  primitive  state  of  society,  and  certain  inalienable  rights 
by  means  of  which  an  agreement  was  made  between  men  for 

♦  Gcrnnus,  Geschiclito  des  XIX.  Jahrliunderts  iii.  35  and  30. 
f  Mora,  Mejicoy  sus  Revolucioncs.    Paris,  183G;  iii.,  275. 
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their  mataal  enjoyment,  happiness,  and  defense  against  the 
encroachments  of  tyranny,  wliich,  however,  finally  sacceeded 
in  Bubjagating  the  majority.  Rousseau  proclaims  it  to  be  the 
object  of  all  political  organization  to  vindicate  those  rights, 
and  to  return  to  the  original  condition  of  things,  a  principle 
than  which  none  at  that  time  could  be  considered  more  revo- 
lutionary, as  it,  of  course,  implied  the  ruin  of  the  stattis  quo. 
This  philosophy  prevailed  at  that  time,  and  carried  with  it  not 
only  France,  but  all  civilized  Europe,  The  ideal  pretensions 
springing  from  this  way  of  thinking,  were  already  predominant 
towards  the  end  of  Louis  XV.'s  reign;  but,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Ameiican  Revolution,  they  had  penetrated  the 
minds  of  the  educated  middle  classes.  Independently  of  the 
court  circle,  this  public  opinion  gained  daily  a  more  absolute 
intellectual  dominion,  and  speedily  spread  bfeyond  the  limits 
of  the  more  aristocratic  literary  circles,  and  entered  that  of 
the  people.  In  this  way,  these  ideal  pretensions,  which,  in 
the  beginning,  had  only  made  a  tame  and  isolated  opposition 
to  the  ruling  powers,  assumed  the  proportions  of  a  militant 
democracy,  bitterly  attacking  all  temporal  and  spiritual  power. 
The  up})er  classes,  even,  weary  of  the  old  system,  and  attract- 
ed by  the  charm  of  novelty,  began  to  flirt  Avith  the  democratic 
opinions  of  the  day,  and  introduce  them  at  court,  where  it 
soon  became  fashionable  to  use  the  cant  of  this  philosophy. 

It;  with  regard  to  England,  the  nobility  and  educated 
classes,  who  constituted  public  opinion,  shared  the  sentiments 
of  the  court  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  in  their  anxiety  for 
war,  they,  nevertiieless,  gave  prominence  to  their  ideal  de- 
mands, which  appeared  to  them  the  principal  consideration, 
and  in  this  way  introduced  an  ally  into  politics,  which,  finally, 
by  its  supremacy,  overcame  the  reluctance  of  the  king,  and,  at 
last,  brought  to  pass  the  alliance  with  the  United  States.  The 
court  expected  to  turn  public  opinion  to  its  own  profit ;  but 
public  opinion,  on  the  contrary,  made  use  of  the  court,  and  it 
was  the  only  winning  party.     Philosophy  never  exerted  so 


84  LIFBOFSTEUBBN 

direct  and  decisive  an  infliieuco  in  politics  at  any  previous  or 
subsequent  period,  and  on  no  previous  or  subsequent  occasion 
did  politicians  commit  so  great  a  practical  fault. 

Thus  the  idealism  of  Europe,  confounding  form  and  sub- 
stance, became  a  real,  positive  power,  by  its  alliance  with  poli- 
tics, and  it  contiibuted,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to  the 
victory  of  American  reallsin.  All  Europe  accepted  as  a  truth 
that  the  contest  between  England  and  her  colonies  was  a  con-, 
test  between  despotism  and  liberty,  as  these  were  understood 
under  the  iniiuence  of  the  new  philosophy  of  enlightenment. 
It  was  thought  that,  in  the  transatlantic  republic,  the  long 
looked-for  zV^caZ  l)ad  been  discovered.  The  mere  word  "re- 
public," recalling  the  classic  associations  of  antiquity,  called 
forth  an  enthusiasm  amounting  to  fanaticism,  and  incompre- 
hensible at  the  present  day. 

It  would  be  inappropriate  in  this  place  to  detail  at  length 
the  grounds  of  this  state  of  things.  It  is  sufficient  for  our  pur- 
pose to  give  prominence  to  the  fact,  that,  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  American  war,  the  civiliased  world  in  Europe,  and  es- 
l>ecial]y  in  France,  longed  for  the  realizcition  of  their  ideas  of 
equality. 

Being  unable  to  realize  them  at  home,  where  the  histoncal 
tradition  and  the  existing  political  powers  were  in  their  way, 
they  turned  their  eyes  toward  America,  in  which  they  be- 
lieved they  had  discovered  the  laud  where  their  dreams,  hopes 
and  ideals  would  be  fulfilled.    So  the  struggling  colonies  be- 
came the  favorites  of  European  aristocratic  society  as  far  as  it 
was  governed  by  the  revolutionary  French  philosophy  of  that 
period.    In  their  blind  enthusiasm  they  overrated  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution  and  its  immediate  results  for  Europe  as  much 
as  they  underrated  the  influence  and  strength  of  the  ruling 
powei*s  at  home.    In  their  comprehension  of  things,  that  ha( 
really  long  come  to  pass  in  America  which  only  existed  ii 
Europe  in  the  vague  Ibrm  of  a  desire.    In  America  there  wen 
no  old  distinctions  of  classes,  and  the  germ  of  the  new  wen 
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too  JitUe  developed  to  be  visible.  American  society  was  sup- 
I>OBed  to  be  a  onion  of  all  the  free  and  equal  inhabitants  of  the 
conntry;  the  toleration  of  all  religions,  and  the  non-existence 
of  the  kingly  dignity  was  a  proof  of  superior  human  sagacity 
and  popular  virtue.  Thus  was  the  conclusion  come  to  in  Eu- 
rope, and  particularly  in  France,  that  their  long  chei-ished 
ideas  of  government  and  society  were  not  mere  empty  vis- 
ions, as  the  Americans  showed  that  tliey  were  practical  and 
realizable,  and  that,  therefore,  it  was  a  duty  to  bring  them 
into  effect.  In  reasoning  thus  it  was  overlooked,  that  what 
was  laid  down  as  a  postulate  for  Europe,  was  the  result  of  a 
distinctly  defined  historical  development  in  America ;  that 
there  being  no  king  in  the  United  States  did  not  arise  from 
any  abstract  detestation  of  a  monarchy,  but  from  the  absence 
of  relations  with  the  other  dynasties  of  Euro2>e ;  that  the  po- 
litical recognition  of  all  religions  as  equal,  one  of  the  princi- 
pal causes  of  the  national  greatness  of  tlie  United  States,  was 
here  as  much  a  matter  of  course  as  it  was  the  reverse  in  Eu- 
rope from  precisely  opposite  reasons ;  in  short,  that  what  wiis 
natural  health,  perceptible,  tangible,  and  hard  reality  in  Amer- 
ica, was  nothing  but  a  conditional  conclusion  from  false  prem- 
ises and  the  sickly  influences  of  a  politically  corrupt  time  in 
Europe. 

The  French  nobility  which,  so  to  speak,  gave  the  first 
legitimate  imi>ortance  to  the  movement,  and  introduced  it  to 
eonrt,  went  so  far  as  representatives  of  ki  grande  nation^  tliat 
they  only  found  in  America  the  execution  of  the  progranmie 
which  had  been  designed  in  Europe.  In  their  vanity  they  only 
saw  their  own  reflection  in  the  Americans  ;  they  condescended 
graciously  to  applaud,  and  imagined  that  the  Americans  had 
shaped  their  Revolution  exactly  according  to  the  Paris  pat- 
tern, and  celebrated  their  own  apotheosis  in  the  events  of  the 
time.  Their  sympathies  with  the  American  Revolution  sprang 
more  from  a  sentimental  feeling  than  from  a  political  under- 
standing of  the  necessity  and  meiits  of  the  case.    The  demo- 
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oratio  ideas  they  confessed  were  adopted  more  as  a  matter  of 
fiuicy  for  the  sake  of  philosophical  amnsement  than  as  a  prac- 
tical principle  involving  their  own  welfare.  That  it  was  noth- 
ing but  vanity,  fashion,  and  ambition  for  military  distinction 
which  induced  the  French  nobility  to  take  pait  in  the  battle 
for  American  liberty  is  abundantly  proved  by  the  fact  that, 
ten  years  after,  when  menaced  in  their  own  interests  by  the 
French  Revolution,  they  were  the  most  decided  enemies  of 
the  republic,  and  the  persecutoi-s  of  every  liberal  opinion,  be- 
cause they  did  not  iind  their  own  Utopian  schemes  realized. 
Count  Segur,  in  his  Memoirs,  gives  with  great  candor  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  him  and  his  companions  to  come  here; 
they  are  a  most  convincing  proof  of  the  perfect  justice  of  our 
opinion  given  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

"  It  would  be  difficult,"  says  he,  "  to  describe  the  eagerness 
and  delight  with  which  these  men,  the  agents  of  a  people  in  a 
state  of  insurrection  against  their  monarch,  were  received  iu 
France,  in  the  bosom  of  an  ancient  monarchy.  Nothing  could 
be  more  striking  than  the  contrast  between  the  luxury  of 
our  capital,  the  elegance  of  our  fashions,  the  magnificence 
of  Versailles,  the  still  brilliant  remains  of  tlie  monarchical 
pride  of  Louis  XIV.,  and  the  polished  and  superb  dignity 
of  our  nobility,  on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  almost  rustic  apparel,  the  plain  but  firm  demeanor,  the 
free  and  direct  language  of  the  envoys,  whose  antique  sim- 
plicity of  dress  and  appearance  seemed  to  have  introduced 
within  our  walls,  in  the  midst  of  the  effeminate  and  servile 
refinement  of  the  eighteenth  century,  some  sages  cotempo- 
rary  with  Plato,  or  republicans  of  the  age  of  Cato  and  of  Fa- 
bius.   (!!) 

"The  delegates  from  Congress  had  not  yet  been  offici- 
ally recognized  as  diplomatic  agents ;  an  audience  had  not 
been  granted  by  the  sovereign ;  and  the  minister  conducted 
his  negotiations  with  them  through  intermediate  channels. 
But  the  most  distinguished  individuals  of  the  capital  and  the 
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ooart,  tho  most  celebrated  philosophei*s,  scholars,  and  men  of 
letters,  daily  frequented  their  habitations. 

"  To  their  own  writings  and  influence  they  ascribed  the 
successful  progress  of  liberal  opinions  in  the  New  World,  and 
their  secret  aspirations  were  to  see  themselves,  at  a  future 
day,  the  legislators  of  Europe,  as  their  rivals  already  were  of 
America. 

"  Influenced  by  a  different  motive,  the  young  officers  of 
the  French  army,  who  breathed  only  war,  were  constant  in 
their  attendance  on  the  American  envoys,  and  urged  their  in- 
quiries on  the  situation  of  affairs,  the  forces  of  Congress,  the 
means  of  defense,  and  the  various  intelligence  regularly  re- 
ceived from  the  great  theater  on  which  Liberty  was  main- 
taining so  valorous  a  combat  against  the  tyranny  of  Great 
Britain." 

Lafayette,  too,  the  most  important  champion  of  the  young 
noblemen,  makes  no  exception  to  the  general  rule.  His  en- 
thusiasm, however,  is  purer  and  more  disinterested  than  that 
of  others  ;  it  even  approaches  naivete.  "  I  will  now  tell  you," 
writes  he  from  Charleston,  on  the  19th  of  June,  1777,  to  his 
wife,*  "  about  the  country  and  its  inhabitants.  They  are  as 
agreeable  as  my  enthusiasm  had  painted  them.  Simplicity  of 
manners,  kindness,  love  of  country  and  of  liberty,  and  a  de- 
lightful equality  everywhere  prevail.  The  wealthiest  men  and 
the  poorest  are  on  a  level ;  and  although  there  are  some  large 
foitunes,  I  challenge  any  one  to  discover  the  slightest  diffbr- 
ence  between  the  manners  of  these  two  classes  respectively 
toward  each  other.  .  .  .  What  most  charms  me  is,  that  all  tho 
citizens  are  brethren.  In  America  there  are  no  poor,  nor  even 
what  we  call  peasantry.  Each  individual  has  his  own  honest 
property,  and  the  same  rights  as  the  most  wealthy  proprie- 
tor." 

The  Americans  contributed,  partly  from  intention   and 

♦  "Waahington's  Writings,  by  Jared  Sparks,  v.,  4.62, 
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partly  without  design,  to  foster  this  belief  of  the  French  by 
their  public  documents,  however  temperate  and  business-like 
their  acts  may  have  been  in  reality.  The  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, for  example,  is  couched  in  terms  exactly  corres- 
ponding with  the  spirit  of  European  liberalism  of  that  time, 
and  on  this  account  produced  such  immense  effects  in  Europe. 
Other  public  proclamations  of  that  time  are  evidently  designed 
to  make  foreigners  believe  that  the  development  of  their  own 
ideas  in  America  was  the  great  question  at  issue,  and  there 
was  really  no  better  way  to  make  the  Revolution  popular  and 
England  detested  in  Europe,  than  this  adaptation  of  the  lib- 
eral vocabulary  which  was  then  in  vogue.  In  opposition  to 
this,  Duportail  says  :* 

"  Such  are  these  people  that  they  move  without  spring 
or  energy,  without  vigor,  and  without  passion,  for  a  cause  in 
which  they  are  engaged,  and  which  they  follow  only  as  the  im- 
pulse of  the  hand  that  first  put  them  in  motion  directs.  There 
is  a  hundred  times  more  enthusiasm  for  this  revolution  in  any 
one  coffee-house  at  Paris,  than  in  all  the  thirteen  provinces 
united.  It  is  necessary,  then,  that  France,  to  accomplish  this 
revolution,  should  furnish  these  people  with  every  requisite  to 
lessen  the  hardships  of  war.  True,  it  will  cost  some  millions, 
but  they  will  be  well  laid  out  in  annihilating  the  power  of  En- 
land,  which,  when  bereil  of  her  colonies,  without  a  navy  and 
without  commerce,  will  lose  her  consequence  in  the  world, 
and  leave  France  without  a  rival." 

The  people  proper  were  too  little  considered  in  France  at 
that  time  to  be  able  directly  to  contribute  to  a  declaration  of 
war  against  England.  But  they  constituted  that  popular  un- 
dercurrent upon  which  public  opinion  manifested  itself  with  a 
hitherto  unknown  certainty  of  victory.  It  was  the  first  and 
last  time  that  the  upper  classes  went  hand  in  hand  with  the 
entire  nation,  and  strove  for  a  common  purpose,  although  act- 
ing from  different  impulses  and  intentions. 

*  C.  Stedman'B  History  of  the  American  War,  vol  l,  Svo,  p.  437. 
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All  these  opinions,  vacillations,  good  intentions,  and  enllni- 
siasm,  would  very  probably  have  led  to  no  result,  or  been 
only  partially  realized,  had  not  a  man  arrived  at  Paris  just  at 
this  juncture,  who  was  more  shai*p-sighted,  astute,  and  pos- 
sessed of  more  diplomatic  ability  than  all  the  statesmen  of 
his  time ;  who  felt  the  pulse  of  the  French  nation,  and  knew 
how,  in  a  masterly  manner,  to  influence  and  direct  public 
opinion  to  the  profit  of  his  own  country.  That  man  was 
Benjamin  Fkaxklin.  Were  it  not  for  him,  the  alliance  be- 
tween France  and  the  United  States  would  not  have  been 
concluded  so  soon. 

A  German  historian,  Schlosser  of  Heidelberg,  has  the  merit 
of  having  more  truly  estimated,  and  more  faithfully  described 
the  historical  and  personal  importance  of  Franklin,  than  any 
American,  English,  or  French  writer.  There  is  little  of  inter- 
est to  remark  that  he  has  not  noticed,  and  we  conceive  that 
we  can  not  do  better  than  introduce  here  what  Schlosser  says 
of  Franklin.* 

"Franklin's  appearance  in  the  Paris  saio^is,  even  before  he 
was  presented  at  court  or  began  to  negotiate,  otherwise  than 
through  third  parties,  with  the  minister,  was  an  event  of  great 
importance  to  the  entire  of  Europe.  Paris,  at  that  time,  j^et 
the  fashion  for  the  entire  civilized  world  in  Europe,  and  the 
admiration  of  Franklin,  carried  to  a  degree  approaching  folly, 
produced  a  remarkable  effect  on  the  fashionable  circles  of 
Paris.  His  dress,  the  simplicity  of  his  external  appearance, 
the  friendly  meekness  of  the  old  man,  and  the  apparent  hu- 
mility of  the  Quaker,  procured  for  Freedom  a  mass  of  votaries 
amonxr  the  court  circles  who  used  to  be  alarmed  at  its  coarse- 
ness  and  unsophisticated  truths.  To  what  extent  this  was  the 
case,  and  how  great  a  stir  was  made  by  republican  ideas,  par- 
ticularly the  expressions  of  the  republican,  we  have  seen  from 
the  foregoing  extract  from  the  writings  of  Segur,  who,  in  all 

^  G«8Qbichte  des  XVIII  Jahrbunderts,  vol  ili.,  p.  535,  fT^  552,  ff. 
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things  that  related  to  his  own  line  or  circle,  is  unquestionably 
the  best  authorit/. 

^'  Franklin  neither  mistook  himself  nor  the  people  with 
whom  he  had  to  deal.  He  knew  mankind  thoroughly,  and 
was  well  aware  how  to  use  the  Paris  admiration  of  himself 
and  how  to  deal  with  the  saJafis.  In  his  private  correspond- 
ence he  describes  the  life  in  Paris  and  the  intense  worship 
which  he  received  on  all  hands,  in  a  comical,  though  masterly 
style.  But  as  an  American  merchant,  he  took  every  advan- 
tage that  a  skillful  dealer  would  derive  from  the  fascination 
of  his  customer.  If  we  compare  the  description  given  by 
Lacratelle,  Lafayette,  Segur  and  others,  of  the  noise  made  by 
Franklin,  with  the  private  letters  which  he  wrote  himself  from 
Passy  to  America,  we  shall  see  what  miserable  bunglers  in 
diplomacy  the  most  adroit  of  the  Parisians  were,  when  com- 
pared with  the  old  printer.  They  were  led  by  long  practice, 
an  art  or  science ;  ho  followed  nature  and  his  own  instincts, 
which  were  never  wrong  and  were  never  exaggerated.  Nev- 
ertheless, so  long  as  the  war  in  America  was  not  successful,  ho 
found  that  his  negotiations  made  but  slow  and  halting  prog- 
ress." 

Steuben  reached  Paris  about  this  time.  The  French  cabi- 
net was  already  inclined  to  favor  the  colonies  in  their  policy. 
The  engagement  of  Steuben  shows  sufficiently  the  political 
state  of  things,  and  proves  that  in  May,  17VV,  the  ministry 
regarded  the  alliance  with  America  as  good  as  concluded. 

Steuben  was  a  foreigner,  and  not  even  the  subject  of  a 
powerful  prince.  Even  if  a  Frenchman  with  Steuben's  ac- 
quirements was  to  bo  found,  he  would  not  have  been  engaged 
in  his  place  in  the  then  existing  condition  of  affairs,  because 
he  could  not  be  abandoned  or  disavowed  in  case  of  fail- 
ure. However  pei'sonally  flattering  the  propositions  made  to 
him,  they  were  made  in  the  exclusive  interest  of  the  cabinet, 
and  did  not  give  Steuben  the  most  remote  guarantee  for  the 
future.    Should  he  £ill  into  the  hands  of  the  English  he  would 
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have  been  ruthlessly  sacrificed  without  a  pang  or  an  effort  to 
rescue  him.  Should  Congress  refuse  to  accept  his  services, 
having  lost  his  former'  apointments,  he  would  have  been 
thrown  on  the  charity  of  the  court  of  St.  Germain.  It  will  be 
diown  hereafter  that  notwithstanding  the  success  of  the  cause, 
no  further  notice  of  Steuben  was  taken  by  the  French  court, 
and  that  his  memorials  wore  lefl  unanswered  because  he  was 
no  longer  wanted.  He  was  even  compelled  to  lower  himself 
by  making  a  defense  against  the  scomful  reproach  in  this 
country  that  he  was  a  French  pensioner.  He  did  not  even  get 
from  the  French  government  his  traveling  expenses  to  America. 

When  the  news  reached  Paris,  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  1777,  of  the  capitulation  of  Burgoyne,  France  hesitated 
no  longer  to  recognize  the  young  republic,  and  on  the  6th  of 
February,  1778,  concluded  an  alliance,  on  the  condition  that 
the  United  States  should  not  give  up  their  independence  and 
become  again  subjects  of  England. 

"More  important  for  France,"  continues  Schlosser,  "and 
for  all  Europe  (which  was  then  the  blind  satellite  of  Versailles 
&shion),  than  this  alliance  which  caused  a  sanguinary  war,  was 
the  impression  which  Franklin's  first  appearance  at  the  French 
court  and  his  subsequent  relations  at  Versailles,  made  upon  all 
the  intelligent  men  of  the  upper  classes.  This  impression  was 
not  confined  to  France.  It  was  also  perceptible  in  Germany, 
where  it  was  exactly  coincident  with  the  reform  of  Basedow 
and  others  relative  to  the  old  school  and  educational  system. 

"The  scene  which  took  place  on  the  20th  of  March,  J 778, 
when  the  American  plenipotentiaries  were  presented  to  the 
king  and  introduced  at  court,  belongs  to  the  history  of 
the  Revolution,  since  not  only  those  who  were  entitled  to 
appear  at  the  palace  were  present  in  large  numbers,  but  the 
entire  couit-yard  was  filled  with  crowds  of  the  populace. 
The  people  exulted  about  Franklin  solely  as  the  representative 
of  patriarchal  republics  and  pastoral  simplicity.  Of  the  tlnee 
plenipotentiaries,  Franklin    alone   remained   as  ambassador. 
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Silas  Deane  was  Boon  recalled  by  Congress,  and  Lee  had  made 
himself  suspected  and  disliked.  Every  tiling  devolved  on 
Frankiiii.  He  was  the  exact  jjicture  of  that  ideal  democracy 
which  Rousseau  had  so  beauliiiilly  described.  Franklin  was 
accompanied  by  an  immense  number  of  Americans,  and  when 
ho  entered  the  reception  rooms  of  the  palace,  was  received 
with  clapping  of  hands  and  loud  cheers,  notwithstanding  that 
strict  etiquette  forbade  any  such  demonstration.  When  the 
audience  of  tlic  king  was  over,  and  the  embassy  proceeded 
with  its  brilliant  train  across  the  courts  of  the  palace  to  visit 
the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  it  was  greeted  by  the  people 
with  similar  choirs  and  apphmsc.  Wherever  Franklin  was 
Been  in  Paris  lie  was  the  great  attraction  of  the  day,  and  was 
always  cheeicd  by  the  crowd.  Even  the  young  courtiers, 
with  all  their  sentimentality  and  fiivoUty,  found  the  contrast 
quite  charming  between  tho  lacC'COvei'cd,  embroidered  coats 
of  the  comt  attendants,  tlieir  curled,  powdered,  and  pomade- 
besmeared  hair,  and  the  lank,  unpowdercd  hair,  round  hat, 
and  simple  brown  cloth  of  tho  republican's  co.it.  In  the 
month  of  May,  of  the  following  year  (1779),  Franklin  was 
formally  accredite<l  as  solo  representative  of  the  United  States 
at  the  French  court. 

"The  old  man  was  specially  constituted  to  lend  himself, 
playfully,  to  all  the  follies  of  the  day  without  being  spoiled  in 
tho  least  by  the  ehaiming  politeness  of  a  jicople  whose  polite- 
ness and  gallantry  were,  at  that  time,  their  principal  merit ;  to 
turn  his  intercourse  with  the  ladies  to  account;  to  show  the 
utmost  gratitude  for  all  the  attentions  that  were  shown  liim, 
and  yet,  like  a  sensible  merchant,  not  to  depart,  by  a  single 
hair's  breadth,  from  tho  track  of  solid  and  protitabl'j  business. 
As  a  practical  citizen,  looking  only  to  positive  profit,  Franklin 
regarded  all  fashionable  excitements  as  occurrences  fiivorahlo 
to  business,  from  which  the  greatest  advantage  might  be  do- 
rived.  He  informs  us  hhnsclf  that  he  dined  out  six  times  a 
week,  and  that  he  made  uso  of  the  inconstant  admiration  and 
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worship  of  the  ladies,  just  as  all  diplomatists  are  wont  to 
do." 

So  far  Schlosser. 

One  thing  is  certain,  that  of  the  two  contracting  parties, 
the  United  States  alone  derived  any  advantage  from  the  war, 
since  France  asked  no  reward  for  her  exertions.  Whether  it 
was  short-sightedness  or  generosity  that  prevented  it,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  had  the  French  cabinet  wished,  they 
might  easily  have  profited  by  the  necessities  and  embarrass- 
ments in  which  the  United  States  were  placed  towards  the 
end  of  the  war,  and  have  secured  for  themselves  a  largo  share 
of  the  spoil.  Even  the  advantages  which  were  reckoned  upon 
for  the  commerce  of  France  were  not  realized,  since,  imme- 
diately after  peace  was  concluded,  the  Americans  returned 
to  the  English  manufactures,  to  which  they  were  naturally 
inclined  by  community  of  race  and  requirements.  The  war 
cost  France  fifteen  hundred  million  francs,  and  increased  con- 
siderably her  financial  difiiculties.  The  only  real  gain — and 
that  was  only  ideal — for  France  consisted  in  the  rehabilitation 
of  the  glory  of  her  arms,  and  the  reconquest  of  her  position  as 
arbiter  of  the  destinies  of  Europe. 

The  most  important  and  enduring  consequence  of  the  war, 
however,  was  that  what,  till  then,  only  existed  in  the  feeling 
and  conviction  of  the  people,  was  now  introduced  into  the  circle 
of  the  actual  public  interests  of  the  old  State,  and  that  the  reali- 
zation of  all  that  was  considered  most  excellent  and  perfect  in 
social  and  political  life — the  successful  example  of  which  was  to 
be  found  in  America — was  tried  in  France  eleven  years  later, 
by  which  legitimate  monarchy  was  overthrown.  The  war  in 
America  was  a  pastoral  s]X)rt  in  comparison  with  the  tragedy 
which  set  all  Europe  in  a  blaze  at  the  time  of  the  French  Revo- 
lation,  the  last  act  of  which  is  still  far  from  being  represented. 
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TXMPWTCOUS   PaSSAGK  of  TIIR  FlAMAND. — AUUIVAL  AT  PoBTBMODTn  ON  TnS  IST  OP  Bs- 
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rpHE  "Flaraand"  had  a  very  dangerous  and  tempestaoas 
-*-  passage  of  sixty-six  days.  She  not  only  encountered  two 
violent  gales,  each  of  three  days'  duration — one  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, off  the  African  coast,  and  the  other  off  the  coast  of 
Nova  Scotia — but  she  also  had  her  forecastle  three  times  od 
fire,  and  that,  too,  with  seventeen  hundred  weight  of  gun- 
powder on  board.  A  mutiny  of  the  crew  made  it  necessary 
for  the  passengei-8  to  fight,  fourteen  against  eighty-four,  in  or- 
der to  secure  the  chiefs  of  the  rebels.  She  arrived,  however, 
safely,  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1V77,  at  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire. 

"  It  was  a  fine,  clear  bright  day.  Nature  had  put  on  her 
gaudiest  attire,  no  doubt  to  receive  us,"  says  Duponceau. 
Steuben  had  been  told,  while  in  France,  that  the  colors  of 
the  British  uniform  had  been  adopted  by  the  American 
army,  so  that,  when  he  and  his  secretary  Duponceau,  arrived 
in  scarlet  regimentals,  turned  up  with  bhie,  they  were  at  first 
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taken  for   eDemics,  but  tliey  soon  showed  that  they  were 
friends. 

"  The  more  disastrous,"  writes  Steuben  to  his  friend  Frank, 
in  Hechingen,*  "the  passage,  the  more  flattering  was  my  ar- 
rival in  America.  Before  entering  the  port  of  Poi*tsmouth,  1 
ordered  my  secretary  to  go  ashore  in  a  boat,  and  to  inform 
General  Langdon,  the  commander  of  the  place,  of  my  arrival, 
who  came  on  board  himself  to  take  me  and  my  officers  ashore 
in  his  boat.  While  we  were  landing,  we  were  saluted  by  the 
guns  from  the  fortress  and  from  the  ships  in  the  port.  Sev- 
eral thousand  of  inhabitants  welcomed  me  in  the  most  flatter- 
ing  way.  Mr.  Langdon  took  us  to  his  house  to  dine.  In  the 
meantime,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  crowded  together 
*to  see  the  elephant.'  Although  exhausted  by  the  hardships 
of  the  voyage,  I  went  the  next  day  to  examine  the  fortifica- 
tions ;  on  the  following  day  I  reviewed  the  troops  of  the 
garrison." 

It  was  at  the  above-  mentioned  dinner  at  Governor  Lang 
don's,  that  Steuben  and  his  suite  heard,  for  the  first  time,  of 
the  capture  of  General  Burgoyne  and  his  whole  aimy.  They 
naturally  hailed  it  as  an  omen  of  good  portent. 

While  in  Portsmouth,  Steuben  wrote  to  Congress  and  to 
the  general-in-chiefj  and  inclosing  a  copy  of  his  letters  of  in- 
troduction from  Frank: in,  Deane,  and  lieaumarchais,  offered 
his  services  as  a  volunteer  in  the  American  cause.  We  sub- 
join these  two  lettei*s  in  full,  as  the  best  and  most  authentic 
proofs  of  the  spirit  which  onimated  Steuben  in  crossing  the 
Atlantic. 

To  Congress  he  wrote  on  the  6th  of  December,  1777,  as 
follows,!  viz. : 

"Honorable  Gentlemen: — ^The  honor  of  serving  a  na- 
tion, engaged  in  the  noble  enterprise  of  defending  its  rights 
and  liberties,  was  the  motive  that  brought  me  to  this  conti- 

*  Schloezer's  Briefwcchsel,  xlli.,  Heft,  1780,  p.  327,  ff. 
f  Journals  of  Congress,  vol.  xiil,  p.  114. 
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neat.  I  aaV  neither  riches  nor  titles.  I  am  come  here  from 
the  remotOBt  end  of  Germany,  at  my  own  expenae,  and  h»v6 
given  up  an  honorable  and  Incrativc  rank.  I  have  made  no 
condition  witli  your  deputies  in  Franco,  nor  shall  I  make  any 
with  you.  My  only  ambition  is  to  serve  you  as  a  volnnteer, 
to  deserve  the  confidence  of  your  goneral-in-chief,  and  to  fol- 
low him  in  all  his  operations,  as  I  have  done  during  seven 
campaigns  with  the  King  of  Prussia.  Two-and- twenty  yeara 
spent  in  such  a  school  seem  to  give  me  a  right  of  thinking 
myself  among  the  number  of  expeilcnood  officers;  and  if  I  an 
possessed  of  tho  acquirements  in  the  art  of  war,  they  will  be 
much  ntore  priiod  by  me  if  I  can  employ  them  in  t)ie  sorvioa 
of  a  republic  such  as  I  liojie  soon  to  see  Ainoiica.  I  should 
willingly  piirclio-st^  nt  the  expense  of  my  blood,  the  honor  of 
having  my  name  enrolled  among  those  of  the  defetidere  of  your 
liberty.  Your  gracious  acceptance  will  be  sufficient  for  mo, 
and  I  ask  no  other  favor  than  to  be  received  among  your  offi- 
cers. I  venture  to  hope  that  you  will  grant  this  my  request, 
and  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  your  orders  to 
Boston,  where  I  sliall  await  them,  and  take  suitable  meoeuret 
in  accordance." 

The  letter  to  Washington  roads  as  follows,*  viz. : 
"  SiE : — ^Tho  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter,  the  original  of  which 
I  ^all  Imve  the  honor  to  present  to  your  Excellency,  will  in- 
fi>rm  you  of  the  motives  that  brought  mo  over  to  this  land.  I 
shall  only  add  to  it,  that  tho  object  of  my  greatest  ambition  is 
to  render  youi-  country  all  the  service  in  my  power,  and  to  de- 
servo  the  title  of  a  citizen  of  America,  by  figiiting  for  the  cause 
of  your  liberty.  If  the  distinguisticd  ranks  in  which  I  have 
served  in  Europe  should  be  an  obstacle,  I  h.td  rather  serve  un- 
der your  Excellency  as  a  voluntcci-,  than  to  be  an  abject  of 
discontent  to  such  deserving  officers  as  have  already  distin* 
guishcd  themselves  among  you.  Such  being  the  sentiments  I 
have  always  profossed,  I  dare  hope  that  the  respectable  Con- 
*  VViuliiiiiftuu'a  WriliDsa,  bj  Sparky  v.,  G28. 
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grefis  of  the  United  States  of  America  will  accei)t  my  servicea 
I  could  say,  moreover,  were  it  not  for  the  fear  of  ofieiniinp: 
your  modesty,  that  your  Excellency  is  the  only  person  under 
whom,  after  having  served  the  Khig  of  Prussia,  I  could  wish 
to  foUow  a  profession,  to  the  study  of  which  I  have  wholly  de-. 
voted  myself.  I  intend  to  go  to  Boston  in  a  few  days,  where 
I  sliall  present  my  letters  to  Mr.  Hancock,  mfimher  of  Con- 
gress, and  there  I  shall  await  your  Excellency's  orders." 

Steuben  left  Portsmouth  on  the  12th  of  December,  1777, 
and  set  out  for  Boston  by  land,  wliere  he  arrived  on  the  14th, 
and  was  received  as  cordially  as  at  the  former  ])lace.  He  met 
there  the  illuaijtrous  John  Hancock,  who  had  just  retired  from  ^  t^ 
the  presidency  of  Congiess,  and  received  Washington's  reply  to 
hb  letter,  by  which  he  was  infomied  that  he  must  re])air,  with- 
out dolay,  to  York,  Pennsylvania,  where  Congress  was  then 
sitting,  since  it  belonged  exclusively  to  that  body  to  enter 
into  negotiations  with  him.  At  the  same  time  Hancock  com- 
municated to  Steuben  an  order  of  Congress,  that  every  prep- 
aration should  be  made  to  make  him  and  his  suite  comfortable 
on  their  journey  to  York,  and  Mr.  Hancock  himself  with  great 
care  made  all  the  necessary  arrangements.  Carriages,  sleighs, 
and  saddle  horses  were  provided,  five  negroes  were  assigned 
to  them  as  grooms  and  drivera,  and  an  agent  to  prepare  quar- 
ters and  procure  provisions. 

Washington's  answer,  which  was  delayed  in  consequenc-e 

of  the  difficulty  of  communication  and  the  arrangement  of 

bis  equii>age,  detained  Steuben  about  five  weeks  in  Boston, 

Hancock  introduced  him  to  Samuel  and  John  Adams,  and  the 

other  worthies  of  the  Revolution.     Duponceau,  who  acijoin- 

panied  Steuben  everywhere,  as  he  could  not  speak  Englisli, 

gives  in  his  manusciipt  letters  some  very  amusing  anecdotes, 

which  characterize  as  well  the  time  as  its  prominent  persons, 

and  one  of  which,  therefore,  may  find  a  place  here.     *'  Once," 

says  he,  "at  a  dinner  given  by  Governor  Hancock  to  GiMioral 

Steuben,  I  sat  next  to  Samuel  Adams,  ^nd  happened  by  mis« 
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take  to  call  him  Mr.  John  Adams.  *  Sir,'  said  he,  looking 
Btomly  at  me,  '  I  would  have  you  know  that  there  is  a  great 
difterence  between  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  (striking  his  breast  and 
laying  a  strong  emphnsis  on  the  word  Samuel),  and  Mr.  John 
•  Adams.'  This  lemark,"  continues  Duponcean,  " let  mo  into 
the  little  jealousies  that  then  existed  between  some  of  the 
great  men  of  the  day,  and  I  was  afterward  on  my  guard  against 
addressing  people  by  their  Christian  names." 

Steuben,  however,  left  Bo.ston  on  the  14th  of  January,  1V78. 
The  journey  to  York  is  described  in  the  following  enteitaining 
narrative,  by  Duponceau,  the  young  Frenchman. 

*'  Our  party,"  says  ho,  "  consisted  of  Baron  Steuben  and  his 
servant,  Carl  Vogel,  a  young  lad  whom  he  had  brought  from 
Germany,  Mr.  De  Francy,  an  agent  of  Beaumtirchais,  and  my* 
self.  We  traveled  on  horseback.  Notwithstanding  the  recent 
capture  of  Gener.al  Burgoyne,  the  situation  of  the  United 
States  at  that  time  was  extremely  critical.  The  enemy  was 
in  possession  of  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia, 
with  well-organized  and  disciplined  troops,  far  superior  in  num- 
ber to  our  own.  Our  army  (if  army  it  might  be  called)  were 
encamped  ut  Valley  Forge,  in  the  depth  of  a  severe  winter, 
without  provisions,  without  clothes,  without  regular  discipline, 
destitute,  in  short,  of  every  thing  but  courage  and  patriotism  ; 
and  what  was  woisi;  than  all,  disaffection  was  spreading  through 
the  land.  In  this  dismal  state  of  thiiiiys  the  baron  was  advised 
to  keep  as  for  from  the  coast  as  possible,  lest  he  should  be  sur- 
prised by  parties  of  the  enemy  or  by  the  Tories,  who  made 
frequent  incui-sions  into  the"  country  between  New  York  and 
Philadelphia.  We,  therefore,  shaped  our  course  westward, 
and  crossing  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Now 
York,  and  Pennsylvania,  we  employed  about  three  weeks  in 
a  journey  of  four  hundred  and  ten  miles  in  all,  which  at  pres- 
ent (183G)  would  hardly  requu-e  as  many  days." 

They  stopped,  on  their  way,  on  Sunday  the  18th  of  Janu- 
ary, at  Springfield,  on  the  20th  at  Haitford,  on  the  28th  at 
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F%h1dll,  on  Thorsday,  the  30th,  at  Bethlehem,  on  the  2d  of 
February  at  Reading,  on  the  4th  at  Manheiiu,  and  arrived  on 
Thursday,  the  6th,  at  York. 

"  In  the  course  of  that  journey,"  remarks  Duponceau,  "  we 
met  with  few  adventures.  I  shall  relate  one  or  two  to  show 
the  spirit  of  the  times. 

"We  had  been  cautioned  against  putting  up  at  a  certain 
tavern  in  Worcester  county,  Massachusetts,  not  far  from  the 
frontier  of  Connecticut.  We  were  told  that  the  landlord  was 
a  bitter  Tory,  and  that  he  would  refuse  to  receive  us,  or,  at 
least,  treat  us  very  ill.  We  determined  to  avoid  that  place  if  it 
"were  possible.  Unfortunately,  when  we  were  at  some  distance 
from  it,  we  were  surprised  by  a  violent  snow  stonn ;  it  was 
in  the  evening,  and  we  were  compelled  to  take  shelter  in  the 
very  house  we  wished  to  avoid.  We  had  not  been  misin- 
formed. The  landlord  at  once  said  that  he  could  not  accommo- 
date us.  lie  had  no  beds,  no  bread,  no  meat,  no  drink,  no 
milk,  no  eggs ;  all  that  he  could  offer  us  was  the  bare  walls. 
In  vain  we  remonstrated  and  prayed,  he  remained  inflexible. 
At  last  Baron  Steuben  grew  impatient  and  flew  into  a  violent 
passion.  After  exhausting  all  his  store  of  German  oaths,  he 
called  in  that  language  to  his  servant  to  bring  his  pistols,  which 
he  did.  Then  the  baron,  presenting  the  deadly  weapons  at  the 
frightened  landlord,  repeated  the  questions  that  he  liad  in  vain 
asked  before :  '  Have  you  any  bread,  meat,  drink,  beds,  etc.  ?' 
The  answers  were  now  such  as  we  desired ;  we  were  accom- 
modated with  good  beds  and  a  good  supper,  and  our  horses 
were  properly  taken  care  of.  In  the  morning  after  our  break- 
fest,  we  politely  took  leave  of  our  host,  who,  though  a  Tory, 
did  not  refuse  the  continental  money  in  which  we  liberally 
paid  him, 

"  Another  anecdote  which  I  now  recollect,  is  strictly  char- 
acteristic of  the  patriarchal  manner  of  those  times.  As  wo 
passed  through  the  State  of  Connecticut,  we  put  up  one  night 
at  a  house  where,  for  some  reason  that  I  do  not  remember,  we 
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were  all  of>1iged  to  sleep  on  tbo  floor  in  the  same  room  with 
the  family,  some  on  feather  beds,  and  some  on  blankets ;  men, 
women  and  children,  had  all  to  bundle  together,  as  it  was 
called.  The  bedding  was  spread  all  around  the  room,  and 
every  one  took  his  place  and  went  very  composedly  to  sleep. 
The  utmost  decency  was  observed  though  no  fuss  was  made 
about  it.  There  was  so  much  innocence  and  simplicity  in  the 
manner  in  which  these  arrangements  were  prepared  and  made, 
that  the  idea  of  indelicacy  did  not  even  occur  to  us,  and  if  in 
the  morning  we  indulged  in  a  smile  at  manners  to  which  we 
were  so  little  accustomed,  nothing  was  said  or  thought  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  morality  of  the  good  people  who  had  enter- 
tained us  in  the  best  manner  that  they  were  able. 

"A  great  immber  of  inns,  in  towns  and  country,  bore  the 
sign  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  who  was  still  very  popular,  par- 
ticularly among  the  Germans.  I  remember  that  at  Manheim 
the  baron,  with  a  significant  look,  pointed  out  to  me,  at  the 
tavern  where  we  dined,  a  paltry  engraving  hung  up  on  the 
wall  on  which  was  represented  a  Prussian  knocking  down  a 
Frenchman  in  great  style.  Underneath  was  the  following  ap- 
propriate motto : 

"  '  Ein  Pranzmann  zum  Prcuszcn  wie  cino  Mucko.' 

"  *  A  Frcncliraan  to  a  Prussian  ia  no  more  than  a  musquito.' 

"  The  good  baron  appeared  to  enjoy  that  picture  exceed- 
ingly, and  so  no  doubt  did  the  German  landlord  to  whom  it 

belonged." 

Steuben  staid  at  York  until  the  19th  of  February,  1778. 

"  Tlie  Congress  of  the  United  States,"  continues  Duponceau, 
"wore  not  at  that  time  the  illustrious  body  whose  eloquence 
and  wisdom,  whose  stern  virtues  and  unflinching  patriotism 
had  astonished  the  world.  Their  number  was  reduced  to 
about  one  half  of  what  it  was  when  independence  was  de- 
clared ;  all  but  a  few  of  the  men  of  superior  minds  had  disap- 
peared from  it.    Their  measures  were  feeble  and  vacillating, 
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and  their  party  feuds  seemed  to  forebode  some  impending  ca- 
lamity. The  enemy  were  in  possession  of  our  capital  city ; 
the  aiTny  wc  had  to  oppose  to  them  were  hungry,  naked  and 
destitute  of  every  thing.  No  foreign  government  had  yet 
acknowledged  our  independence— every  thing  around  us  was 
dark  and  gloomy.  The  only  ray  of  light  which  appeared  amidst 
the  darkness  was  the  capture  of  Burgoyne,  which  cheered  the 
spirits  of  those  who  might  otherwise  have  despaired  of  the 
commonwealth.  But  tliat  brilliant  victory  had  nearly  pro- 
duced most  fatal  consequences.  General  Gates  became  the 
hero  of  the  day.  Saratoga  was  then  what  New  Orleans  has 
been  since — the  watchword  of  the  discontented.  A  party 
was  formed  even  in  Congress  to  raise  the  conqueror  of  Bur- 
goyne to  the  supreme  command  of  our  armies.  But  the  great 
figure  of  Washington  stood  calm  and  serene  at  his  camp  at 
Valley  Forge,  and  struck  the  conspirators  with  awe.  With 
the  exception  of  a  few  factious  chiefs,  he  was  idolized  by  the 
army  and  by  the  nation  at  large.  The  plot  was  discovered, 
and  the  plan  frustrated  without  a  struggle.  Without  any 
effort  or  management  on  his  part,  and  by  the  mere  force  of 
his  character,  Washington  stood  firm  and  undaunted  in  the 
midst  of  his  enemies,  and  I  might  almost  say,  loQkcd  them  into 
silence. 

"  Such  was  the  state  of  things  w^hen  we  arrived  at  York. 
Parties  were  then  at  their  height ;  but  as  Congress  sat  with 
closed  doors,  the  coimtry  at  large  was  not  agitated  as  it 
would  otherwise  have  been.  There  were  not  wanting  out  of 
doors  disaffected  persons,  who  railed  at  King  "  Cong"  and 
the  bunch  of  "  kings"  (such  was  the  slang  of  the  day  among 
the  Tories),  but  the  great  mass  of  the  people  was  still  in  favor 
of  the  Revolution,  and  the  press  did  not  dare  to  utter  a  senti- 
ment inimical  to  it. 

"The  fame  of  Baron  Steuben  had  preceded  him  to  York. 
He  was  welcomed  and  courted  by  all,  and  I  well  remember 
that  General  Gates  in  particular  paid  him  the  most  assiduous 
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couit,  and  even  invited  liini  to  make  his  house  his  home,  which 
he  prudently  declined." 

"  Please  to  accept  my  grateful  thanks" — such  are  Steuben's 
words,  in  a  letter  to  John  Hancock,  written  a  day  after  his 
airival  at  York* — "  for  all  the  kindness  you  have  shown  me 
during  my  stay  Jit  Boston.  In  tliis  very  moment  I  enjoy  the. 
good  effects  of  it,  having  taken  the  liberty  of  quartering  my- 
self in  an  apartment  of  your  house  in  this  town.  My  jour- 
ney has  been  extremely  painful ;  but  the  kind  reception  I  have 
met  with  from  Congress  and  General  Gates  on  my  arrival 
here,  have  made  me  soon  forget  those  past  inconveniences. 
Now,  sir,  I  am  an  American,  and  an  American  for  life  ;  your 
nation  has  become  as  dear  to  me  as  your  cause  already  was. 
You  know  that  my  pretensions  are  very  moderate ;  I  have 
submitted  them  to  a  committee  scut  to  me  by  Congress. 
They  seem  to  be  satisfied,  and  so  am  I,  and  shall  be  the  more 
so  when  I  find  the  opportunity  to  render  all  the  services  in  my 
power  to  the  United  States  of  America.  Three  members  of 
Congress  have  been  Appointed  for  concluding  an  arrangement 
with  me  to-morrow ;  that  will  not  take  long,  my  only  claims 
being  the  confidence  of  your  general-in-chief." 

The  committee  of  Congress  just  mentioned  by  Steuben, 
which  consisted  of  Doctor  Withorspoon,  the  chairman,  and 
only  person  who  spoke  French,  Messrs.  Henry,  of  Maryland, 
and  Thomas  McKean,  waited  upou  Steuben  the  day  after  his 
arrival,  and  demanded  of  him  the  conditions  on  which  he  was 
inclined  to  serve  the  United  States,  and  if  he  had  made  any 
stipulations  with  their  commissioners  in  France  ?  He  replied 
that  he  had  made  no  agreement  with  them,  nor  was  it  his  in- 
tention to  accept  of  any  rank  or  pay  ;  that  he  wished  to  join 
the  army  as  volunteer,  and  to  render  such  services  as  the  com- 
mander-in-chief should  think  him  capable  of,  adding,  that  ho 
had  no  other  fortune  than  a  revenue  of  about  six  hundred 
guineas  per  annum,  arising  from  places  and  posts  of  honor  in 

*  Steuben  H&  Papers,  voL  zi. 
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Geimany^  which  he  had  relinquished  to  come  to  this  country  ; 
iliat  in  consideration  of  tliis,  he  expected  the  United  States 
would  defray  his  necessary  expenses  while  in  their  service ; 
that  if»  unhappily,  this  country  sliould  not  succeed  in  estab- 
lishing their  independence,  or  if  he  should  not  succeed  in  Ids 
endeavors  in  their  service,  in  either  of  these  c:ises  he  should 
consider  the  United  States  as  free  from  any  obligations  to- 
wards him  ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  United  States  should 
be  fortunate  enough  to  establish  their  freedoin,  and  that  if  bis 
efforts  should  be  successful,  in  that  Ciise  he  sliould  expect  a 
full  indemnification  for  the  sacrifice  he  had  made  in  coming 
over,  and  such  marks  of  their  liberality  as  the  justice  of  the 
United  States  should  dictate ;  that  he  only  required  commis- 
sions for  the  officers  attached  to  his  person,  namely,  that  of 
major  and  aid-<le  cimip  for  Mr.  Do  llomanai,  that  of  captain 
of  engineei*s  for  Mr.  De  rEnfimt,  that  of  captain  of  cavalry 
for  Mr.  De  Deponti^re,  and  the  rank  of  captain  for  his  secre- 
tary, Mr.  Duponceau  ;  that  if  these  terms  were  agreeable  to 
Congress  he  waited  for  their  orders  to  join  the  army  without 
delay."* 

The  committee  applauded  the  generosity  of  Steuben's  prop- 
ositions in  tlms  risking  his  fortune  on  that  of  the  United 
States,  and  made  their  report.  The  next  day  Congress  gave 
him  an  entertainment,  after  which  the  president,  Mr,  Laurens, 
told  him  it  was  the  desire  of  Congress  that  he  should  join  the 
array  immediately,  in  conformity  with  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

*'  Wfiereds^  Baron  Steuben,  a  lieutenant  general  in  foreign 
service,  has  in  a  most  disinterested  and  heroic  manner  oflered 
his  services  to  these  States  as  a  volunteer, 

"  Jiesolvedy  That  the  president  present  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress, in  behalf  of  these  United  States,  to  Baron  Steuben,  for 
the  zeal  ho  has  shown  for  the  cause  of  America,  and  the  disin- 

•  Amorican  Stato  Papers,  vol.  "CLiims."    Washington,  183-4,  p.  11-16. 
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terestcd  tciuler  he  has  been  |>Ie:i8ed  tu  inako  of  his  military 
talents,  and  iuibrin  liiin  that  Congreas  choei-fiilly  accept  of  his 
sonices  as  a  vohmteer  in  the  anny  of  these  States,  and  wish 
him  to  repair  to  General  Wiishington*s  quarters  as  soon  as 
convenient." 

"  Congress  received  Steuben  with  every  mark  of  distinc- 
tion," says  Richard  Peters,  in  a  letter  dated  Belmont,  October 
30,  1785,  ^'and  paid  more  particular  attention  to  him  than  I 
had  known  given  to  any  foreigner.  Much  pleasure  was  ex- 
pressed at  the*  arrival  of  a  person  of  his  military  knowledge 
and  experience,  at  a  time  when  the  want  of  discipline  in  our 
army,  and  the  economy  it  produced,  were  severely  felt  and  re- 
gretted,"* 

Steuben  set  out  for  Valley  Forge  on  the  19th  of  Febniary, 
1778,  and  arrived  there  on  the  23d.  "  On  our  journey,"  says 
Duponceau,  "  we  passed  through  Lancaster,  then  considered  the 
largest  inland  town  in  the  United  States.  Having  arrived 
there  early  in  the  afternoon,  the  baron  wjis  waited  upon  by 
Colonel  Gibson  and  other  gentlemen,  who  invited  him  and  his 
£imily  to  a  subscription  ball  to  take  place  that  evening,  in 
honor  of  his  arrival.  The  baron  accepted,  and  we  accord- 
ingly went.  There  we  siiw  assembled  all  tiie  fashion  and 
beauty  of  Lancaster  and  its  vicinity.  The  baron  w«is  de- 
lighted to  converse  with  the  German  girls  in  his  native  tongue. 
There  was  a  handsome  supper,  and  tl)e  company  did  not  sep- 
arate uulil  two  o'clock  the  next  morning." 

It  was  on  this  occasion  that  William  North,  who  after- 
wards was  his  aid-de-camp  and  adopted  son,  saw  him  for  the 
first  time.  "  His  reputation  had  preceded  him,"  says  North, 
"  and  those  who  yet  remember  his  graceful  entry  and  manner 
in  a  ball-room,  the  novel  splendor  of  his  star  and  its  accompa- 
nying ornaments,  can  easily  conceive  the  feelings  of  his  coun- 
tiymen  ;md  of  their  assembled  wives  and  daughters ;  they  might 

*  American  State  Papers,  vol.  •*  Claims."    Washmgton,  1834,  p.  13. 
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indeed,  with  bonost  feeling,  have  thanked  God  that  they  had 
no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  him.'' 

**  Upon  my  arrival  in  camp,"  writes  Steuben,  "  I  was  again 
the  object  of  more  Iionors  than  I  was  entitled  to.  General 
Washington  came  several  miles  to  meet  me  on  the  road,  and 
accompanied  me  to  my  quarters,  where  I  found  an  officer  with 
twenty-five  men  as  a  guard  of  honor.  When  I  declined  this, 
saying  that  I  wished  to  be  considered  merely  as  a  volunteer, 
the  Genei*al  answered  me  in  the  politest  words,  that  the 
whole  army  would  be  gratified  to  stand  sentinel  for  such  vol- 
miteers.  He  introduced  me  to  Major  General  Lord  Stirling 
and  several  other  generals.  On  the  same  day  my  name  was 
given  as  watchword.  The  following  day  the  army  was 
mustered,  and  General  Washington  accompanied  me  to  re- 
view it.  To  be  brief,  if  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick,  or 
the  greatest  field  marshal  of  Europe,  had  been  in  my  place,  he 
could  not  have  been  received  with  greater  marks  of  honor 
tHan  I  was." 

Washington  himself  informed  Congi'css,on  the  27th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1778,  of  Steuben's  arrival,  in  the  following  words:* 

"  Baron  Steuben  has  arrived  at  camp.  He  appears  to  be 
much  of  a  gentleman,  and  as  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  judging,  a  man  of  military  knowledge,  and  acquainted  with 
the  world." 

The  encampment  at  Valley  Forge  lasted  till  the  18th  of 
June,  1778,  and  the  period  of  its  existence  marks  one  of  the 
most  trying  periods  of  the  revolutionary  war.  All  the  abuses 
and  defects  that  had  been  dominant  in  the  American  army, 
reached  their  culmination  during  this  time,  and  showed  the 
pressing  need  of  radical  reforms.  In  consequence  of  the  bad 
management  in  the  commissary  general's  office,  a  famine  broke 
out  in  camp,  although  the  country  was  abounding  with  provis- 
ions.    "  Unless,"  writes  Washington  to  Congress,  "  some  great 

*  Washington's  Writings,  by  Sparks.     Vol  v.,  p.  244. 
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and  capital  chauge  sudiloiily  t:ikcs  place,  the  army  must  in- 
evitably be  reduceil  to  one  or  other  of  these  three  things — to 
starve,  dissolve,  or  disperse  in  order  to  obtain  subsistence.'*  On 
the  other  hand,  the  quarter-master's  department  was  of  as  little 
use,  as  it  had  been  long  without  a  head,  and  was  dependent, 
not  on  the  commander-in-chief,  but  on  Congress.  On  the  1st 
day  of  February,  1778,  there  were  three  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  men  in  camp  unfit  for  duty  for  want  of 
clotliing.  The  natural  consecpiences  of  these  evils  were  muti- 
nies, frequent  desertions,  and  the  prevalence  of  fuver  and  sick- 
ness which  swept  hundreds  of  soldiers  away.  Of  the  original 
force  of  about  seventeen  thousand  men,  only  five  thousand  and 
twelve  were  at  this  time  (February,  1778)  fit  for  duty. 

Congress  at  last  gave  way  to  the  remonstmnces  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, and  appointed  a  committee  to  reside  in  camp 
during  the  winter,  for  the  i)urpose  of  inquiring  into  the  state 
of  the  army,  and  of  proposing  such  reforms  as  seemed  to  it 
necessary.  \J\k>u  its  arrival,  Washington  laid  a  memoriAl  be- 
fore it  concorning  the  state  of  the  army,  the  remedies  for  the 
abuses  in  its  departments,  and  the  steps  to  be  taken  for  its  fu- 
ture safety.  Little  or  nothing,  however,  was  done  in  answer 
to  Washington's  ])ruposals.  Congress  seemed  only  desirous 
of  showing  its  good  will ;  the  refonns  proposed  were  but  par- 
tially cai  ried  out,  atler  their  necCsSsity  had  been  demonstrated 
for  months,  and  even  years.  Nothing,  therefore,  was  consum- 
mated in  the  commissary's  and  quarter-master  general's  de- 
partment, and  while  an  inspector  general  was  appointed,  it 
was  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  Conway's  ambition.  The 
regulation  of  this  important  ofiice  was,  therefore,  post])oned 
to  better  times ;  the  ollicers  were  not  provided  for,  and  the 
comfort  and  exigencies  of  the  privates  were  neglected. 

At  this  critical  period  of  the  war  it  was  not  Congress  that 
kcjit  the  army  together  ;  it  was  not  the  people  at  large  that 
^;uppo^ted  and  su.stained  their  soldiers  ;  it  was  not  the  enthu- 
si^Lsm  of  the  masses  that  saved  the  country  ;  other  and  more 
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powerful  elements  were  working  toward  the  establishment  of 
American  independence. 

To  tho  most  prominent  only  of  these  elements  we  mean  to 
refer  at  this  time. 

The  lack  of  proportion  between  the  basis  of  opei-ations  and 
the  numerical  strength  of  the  British  forces  is  the  chariictor- 
istic  type  of  the  whole  war,  and  in  this  essential  difference 
may  be  found  the  chief  reason  for  the  final  victory  of  the 
Americans  over  the  English.  Ten  thousand  square  miles  of  an 
insurgent  country  can  no  more  be  Occupied,  watched  over  and 
kept  by  half  a  dozen  weak  divisions,  than  a  few  thousand  regular 
troops  can  maintain  themselves  as  masters  of  a  large  city  like 
Paris  or  Berlin  against  a  sudden  revolutionary  outbreak,  how- 
ever badly  tho  rebels  may  be  equipped  and  disL-iplined.  If  the 
English  from  the  beginuing  had  duly  aj)prociated  their  situa- 
tion, they  would  have  confined  themselves  to  the  occupation  ot 
strong  places,  single  posts  and  fortified  ports.  Whenever  they 
made  large  expeditions  into  and  through  the  country,  or  when- 
ever they  tried  to  conquer  whole  provinces,  they  always  failed, 
as  might  have  been  anticipated.  It  was  the  war  of  Cyrus  against 
the  Scythiims,  of  the  Romans  against  the  Germans.  The  sud- 
den retreat  of  these  undisciplined  masses  into  the  barren  and 
distant  interior,  was  their  most  terrible  weapon,  both  of  of- 
fense and  defense.  Moreover,  the  Americans  were  se2)arated 
from  their  aggressor  by  a  great  ocean,  and  had  no  neighbor 
able  to  harm  them  seriously. 

Thus  it  was  that  the  American  Revolution,  which  suffered 
fn>m  all  the  defects  of  the  European  revolutions,  finally  came 
out  triumphant.  On  account  of  these  reasons  it  had  just  time 
enough  to  organize  itself.  In  all  instances  when  a  people  has 
risen  against  its  oppressoi-s,  it  has  to  oppose  loose,  undisciplined, 
unorganized  masses  to  a  ruling  power,  which  has  at  its  dis- 
posal the  chief  support  of  an  effective  resistance,  a  disciplined 
and  obedient  army. 

It  is,  therefore,  at  the  beginning  of  the  revolution  that  tho 
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gnsitwt  (lifliciiltiM  of  (lin  ii|>risiiig  massca  exist.  Tlie  throw- 
ing uff  tlic  yoku  ifi  uuiniinrativcly  an  eosy  afiliir,  but  the  strug- 
gle begins  with  tho  first  bnttlo.  Even  where  insureeuts  have 
mi  iiriny  from  the  outset,  it  is  difficult  to  koep  it  t<^;ethor  and 
to  employ  it,  becanso  erery  revolution  Bupposra  a  certain  iiB- 
solution  of  the  crtabliahod  onlcr  of  things,  which  rtiaots  with 
the  most  [icrtiicious  effect  upon  its  crciitore.  A  ■'evolution  ii 
doomiH]  when  it  liiis  not  time  and  t^und  enough  to  collect 
itself  and  Kettle.  It  nill  at  once  be  suppressed  by  the  united 
military  movements  of  its  organized  riieniios. 

Thus,  at  the  beginning  of  the  French  Revolution,  tbe 
French  troops  almost  everywhere  suffered  defeat.  Badly 
ai-iiK-d,  badly  jti-ovidcd  tor,  badly  drilled,  all  their  personal 
lieri>i8iu  and  the  terror  of  the  Convention  wei-o  not  saffident 
to  comjiensite  for  these  defects.  The  Hungarian  houvcds  (mi- 
litia) were  driven  into  a  pieuipitate  flight  at  Scliwecliat,  and 
the  whole  army  forced  back  into  tlie  iuterior  of  Hungary, 
nntii,  )>rovi(led  from  the  lesonrces  of  tlio  country,  and  sn^plied 
with  new  arms  and  now  ammunition,  it  could  take  its  ground 
again  ^id  advance  victoriously. 

The  people  of  these  cotnitries  weicas  sclf-sacrifidng,  if  not 
more  so,  than  the  Americans.  Kevertheless,  the  latter  alone, 
©fall  modem  nations,  siicceeded  in  their  etrnggic.  If  tbe  dr^ 
cumstances  we  have  mentioned  were  the  natural  basis  of  their 
final  triumph,  thoy  had,  on  the  other  hand,  the  great  good  luck 
to  have  a  general  at  their  head  who,  by  his  indefatigable  exer- 
tions and  liis  noble  conduct  was  immeasurably  the  superior  of 
nil  the  military  leaders,  and  who  knew  how  to  choose  the  proper 
persons  for  the  proper  places.  Thus,  for  instance,  he  at  ouoe 
ucroeived  Steuben's  talent  for  organization. 

The  independence  of  the  United  States  would  not  have 
been  realized  so  Bi>ecdily,  or  with  such  brilliimt  effect,  if  the 
chief  part  of  its  achievement  had  not  liecn  conferred  upon  Wasb- 
ington.  Ho  appears  a  greater  commander  in  his  letters  to 
Congress  than  in  bis  militaiy  operations,  in  wliinh,  weak  as  he 
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was  in  his  meaDS,  he  had  to  combat  with  enormous  difficulties. 
Why  did  he  not  incessantly  alarm  the  English  camp ;  why  did 
he  not  fly  to  inaccessible  posts  wlien  the  enemy  was  preparing 
to  attack  him ;  why  did  he  not  suddenly  outflank  the  British  ; 
why  did  he  not  appear  in  their  rear,  cut  off  their  provisions, 
and  intercept  their  supplies ;  why  did  he  not  use  his  entire 
force  with  more  energy  and  activity  ? 

The  answer  to  all  these  questions  is  easily  given  and  under- 
stood when  it  is  seeu  that  his  soldiers  were  barefooted,  and 
would  almost  all  have  run  away  if  Washington  had  made 
fatiguing  marches ;  that  the  government  for  which  they  fought 
did  not  provide  tliem  with  tlie  necessary  provisions  and  cloth- 
if jg ;  that  often  their  own  countrymen  refused  to  them  a  mere 
shelter  against  cold  and  storm  ;  tfiat  there  existed  no  hospitals 
to  receive  the  wounded,  who  thus  saw  certain  death  staring 
them  in  the  face ;  and  were  thus  discouraged  from  engaging 
in  an  enterprise  in  which  they  had  to  suffer  much — without 
deriving  any  corresponding  profit;  that  these  soldiers  only 
wanted  to  go  over  to  the  English  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to 
their  miseries ;  that  the  troops  were  enlisted  for  too  short  a 
time  to  be  entirely  trustworthy  ;  that  in  consequence  of  all  these 
defects  a  rigid  discipline  could  not  be  enforced,  and  that, 
therefore,  General  Washington  was  bound  to  save  as  much 
&tiguo  as  possible  to  his  troops,  which  were  almost  over- 
whelmed with  hardships  and  privations,  in  order  to  keep  at 
least  as  many  of  them  togetlier  as  would  lead  the  enemy  to 
suppose  that  a  real  and  effective  army  existed.  It  is,  there- 
fore, apparent  that  Washington's  inactivity  was  the  result  of 
the  unfavorable  circumstances  in  which  ho  found  himself;  but 
whenever  it  was  prudent  he  took  the  offensive,  and  displayed 
great  vigor,  as  in  the  affairs  of  Trenton,  Princeton,  and  Ger- 
mautown.  This  self-control  and  Fabian-like  prudence  is  one 
of  the  most  striking  traits  of  Washington's  character.  He 
possessed  all  the  qualities  necessary  for  counuand.  A  hun- 
dred other  commanders  put  in  the  same  position,  and  sur- 
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rounded  by  thu  same  diflicultics,  would  Lavo  lost  patieDoe  and 
courage ;  but  he  was  a  master,  not  in  guiding  the  general  feel- 
ing of  the  people,  but  to  discern,  follow  and  make  the  best  of 
them.  On  account  of  this  talent,  Washington  is  justly  the 
most  populai'  hero  of  the  American  people.  He  is  flesh  of 
their  flesh  and  blood  of  their  blood,  but  of  a  higlier  order. 

All  that  has  boeii  said  and  wi'ittcn  about  Washington  by  his 
admirers,  falls  siiort,  in  our  opinion,  of  a  perfect  appreciation 
of  the  man.  It  is  certainly  a  high  position  to  occupy  the  first 
place  among  men  like  Franklin,  Jeffei-son,  Greene,  Hamilton, 
Jay,  and  several  others ;  it  is  an  historical  glory — and  can 
there  be  any  greater  ? — to  ho  the  soul  and  the  expression  of  a 
great  historical  event ;  it  is  an  enviable  destiny  enjoyed  by 
few,  to  be  the  first  in  war,  the  first  in  peace,  the  first  in  the 
hearts  of  his  countrymen,  and  to  shine  to  succeeding  genera- 
tions for  centuries  as  the  man  of  his  country.  Washington  is 
more  than  all  this — lie  is  not  only  the  hero  of  his  people  and 
of  the  new  world,  he  is  at  the  same  time  the  hero  of  the  whole 
world,  of  the  entire  Teutonic  race,  tlie  classic  expression  of 
its  will  and  power,  of  its  perseverance  and  energy,  of  its 
contentedness  and  grandeur,  of  its  disinterestedness  and  self- 
denial. 

It  is  a  great  mistake  to  compare  Washington  with  a  great 
conqueror,  like  Xapoleon,  or  any  other  military  commander 
of  modern  times,  because  no  point  of  comparison  really  ex- 
ists between  them.  It  is  a  contradiction  in  itself  to  place 
him  on  the  same  level  with  the  monarchical  statesmen  and 
soldiers  of  the  last  century,  as  his  views,  motives  and  ob 
jects  had  nothing  in  common  with  theirs.  To  appreciate 
the  greatness  of  a  man  like  Washington,  according  to  the 
number  of  his  victories,  the  extent  of  his  conquests,  and  the 
apparent  brilliancy  of  his  exploits,  is  a  proof  how  deeply, 
though  unconsciously,  the  Latin  dogma  of  authority  and  cen- 
tralization has  penetrated  the  life  and  notions  of  modem 
nations.      Washington  was  great  just  because  he  did  not 
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poesetis  the  qualities  which  constitute  the  greatness  of  other 
liistorical  characters.  His  true  position  in  history  is  on  the 
tlireshold  of  the  Present  and  the  close  of  the  era  of  the 
Reformation  That  grand  thesis  of  ninety-five  paragraphs, 
which,  on  the  31st  day  of  October,  1517,  Luther  nailed  on  the 
chapel-door  of  Wittenberg,  finally  found,  after  more  than  two 
centuries  and  a  half^  its  synthesis  when,  on  the  4th  day  of 
July,  1776,  at  the  State  House  of  Philadelphia,  the  young, 
rising  republic  of  the  West  made  its  declaration  of  independ- 
ence, and  established  liberty  of  conscience  in  politics,  of  which 
the  chosen  champion  was  Washington.  Thus  Wittt.'nberg  and 
Philadelphia,  Luther  and  Washington,  are  the  beginning  and 
end  of  the  era  of  the  Reformation. 

Open  the  book  of  modern  history  and  you  will  find  many 
heroes  in  the  life  of  the  Teutonic  race  who  are  not  only  akin 
to  Washington,  but  complete  his  character,  and  who,  either 
previous  to  his  time  or  cotemporaneously  with  him,  assisted  in 
forcing  the  world  into  the  same  phase  of  development.  In  the 
first  place,  we  meet  Luther,  the  great  German  reformer,  who 
overthrew  the  desi>otism  of  Rome ;  there,  also,  we  are  re- 
minded of  the  taciturn  and  majestic  forms  of  the  two  Wil- 
liams of  Orange,  who,  in  giving  the  death-blow  to  the  gloomy 
rule  of  Spain,  won  undying  fame  for  themselves.  There,  also, 
we  meet  the  great  dramatist,  William  Shakespeare,  who  illus- 
trated poetically  the  new  Protestant  ideas ;  there,  also,  we 
meet  the  valiant  King  of  Sweden,  Gustavus  Adolphus,  who 
secured  religious  liberty  on  the  battle  fields  of  Germany  ;  there 
the  sturdy  Lord  Protector,  Oliver  Cromwell,  gives  the  first 
blow  to  the  crumbling  edifice  of  the  ofiete  social  system  of 
England,  by  bringing  the  middle  classes  into  political  exist- 
ence, and  thus  laying  the  foundation  of  her  present  greatness; 
there,  that  sober  Scotchman,  Adam  Smith,  the  Luther  of  po- 
litical economy,  breaks  down  the  old  feudal  system,  and  ini- 
tiates a  new  era  in  the  commercial  and  industrial  world;  there, 
finally,  Emanue^  Kant,  by  his  "  categoric  imperative,"  arouses 
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tlie  world  from  mental  slumber  to  intellectual  activity,  and 
closes,  in  this  point  of  view,  the  ago  of  the  Reformation,  as 
Washington  did  in  a  political  sense.  All  these  men,  although  in 
other  spheres,  his  predecessors  and  cotemi>orarie8,  are  sprung 
from  the  same  race,  and  elevated  by  the  ame  idea — the 
autonomy  of  the  individual,  which  they  made  to  prevail  by 
prudence,  moderation  and  concentration  of  their  power  on  this 
single  point. 

Is  there  any  more  Teutonic  nature  than  tliat  of  Washing- 
ton, or  any  character  that  has  exercised  more  perfect  self-dia- 
ciplino,  or  anybody  who,  by  each  act  of  his  life,  elevated  and 
purified  himself  to  a  higher  degree  ;  wlio  performed  his  task 
with  greater  self-satisfaction,  or  regarded  the  fulfillment  of  his 
duty  as  a  matter  of  course ;  or  who  adhered  more  ngidly  to 
self-imposed  limits ;  or  who,  afler  many  and  great  personal 
sacrifices,  having  reached  the  goal  of  his  noble  ambition,  re- 
tired into  private  life  with  more  modesty  and  grace  ? 

Thus  we  think  Washington  may  be  considered  one  of  the 
most  notable  and  important  exemplars  of  Teutonic  genins, 
which  is  not  confined  to  any  particular  land,  which  to-day  is 
exploring  the  deserts  of  Africa,  and  to-morrow  lays  the  tele- 
graphic cable  between  Europe  and  America,  and  which  carries 
civilization  into  the  wilderness,  not  with  sound  of  trumpet 
and  drum,  but  with  the  ax  and  the  plow  to  last  forever. 
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A  LTIIOUGIl  the  sad  condition  of  the  Continental  army 
-^•*-  during  that  horrible  winter  in  Valley  Forge  is  sufficient- 
ly known,  it  wdll  be  interesting  to  give  here  the  testimony  of 
ail  eye  witness,  who  shared  the  privations  of  the  troops,  and 
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used  his  best  exert  ions  1  o  mitigntc  tho  hardships  to  which  they 
were  exposed. 

"The  situation  of  alFuirs  in  general,"  writes  Steuben,  at  the 
time  of  his  arrival  in  eauip,*  "  and  of  our  own  army  at  Valley 
Forge  in  particular,  is  too  well  kjiown  to  need  a  description. 
My  determination  must  have  been  very  firm  that  I  did  not 
abandon  my  design  when  I  saw  the  troops.  Matters  had  to 
be  remedied,  but  where  to  commence  was  the  great  difficulty. 
In  the  first  place,  I  informed  myself  relative  to  the  military 
administration.  I  found  that  the  different  branches  were 
divided  into  departments.  There  were  those  of  the  quarter- 
master general,  war  commissary,  provisions  commissary,  com- 
missary of  the  treasury,  or  paymaster  of  forage,  etc.,  etc. 
But  they  were  all  bad  copies  of  a  bad  original.  That  is  to 
fi:iy,  they  had  imitated  the  English  administration,  which  is 
certainly  the  most  imperfect  in  Europe. 

"  The  general  asked  me  to  give  him  some  statements  cx»n- 
cerning  tlie  arrangements  of  the  departments,  and  their  va- 
rious bmnehes  in  the  European  armies,  I  gave  them  to  him, 
and,  detailing  therein,  the  duties  of  each  department  and  of  its 
different  branches,  dilated  updft  the  functions  of  tho  quarter- 
masters {inarechaux  ffcnermix  de  logla)  in  particular,  in  which 
branch  I  had  served  myself  for  a  long  time  in  the  Seven 
Yeai-s'  War.  But  the  English  system,  bad  as  it  is,  had  al- 
ready taken  root.  Each  company  and  quarter  master  had  a 
commission  of  so  much  per  cent,  on  all  the  money  he  expend- 
ed. It  was  natural,  therefore,  that  expense  was  not  spared — 
that  wants  were  discovered  where  there  were  none ;  and  it 
was  also  natural  that  the  dearest  articles  were  tlioso  that  suit- 
ed the  commissioners  best.  Hence  tho  depreciation  of  oar 
currency — hence  the  expense  of  so  many  millions 

"  I  pointed  out  to  General  Washington  and  sevci-al  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  the  advantages  of  the  contract  system,  I 
even  drew  up  a  memorandum  on  the  subject,  which  Colonel 

♦  Stouben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  xi.,  and  Sprapruo. 
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Laurens  trauslatcd  into  English,  showing  the  way  in  which 
thin<;s  were  contracted  for  in  the  Prussian  and  French  armies. 
But  whether  it  w^as  that  they  thought  such  a  system  impracti- 
cable in  this  country,  or  whether  they  were  unable  to  check 
the  torrent  of  expense,  things  remained  as  they  were. 

*'  I  directed  my  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  troops, 
and  I  found  an  ample  field,  where  disorder  and  confusion  were 
supreme.  As  this  became  my  principal  object,  I  must  enter 
into  some  particular  details. 

"The  eifective  strength  of  the  army  was  divided  into  di-  \ 
visions,  commanded  by  major  generals ;  into  brigades,  com- 
manded by  brigadier  generals  ;  and  into  regiments,  command- 
ed by  colonels.  Tlie  number  of  men  in  a  regiment  was  fixed 
by  Congress,  as  well  as  in  a  company — so  many  infantry, 
cavalry,  and  artillery.  But  the  eternal  ebb  and  flow  of  men 
engaged  for  three,  six,  and  nine  months,  who  went  and  came 
every  day,  rendered  it  impossible  to  have  cither  a  regiment  or 
a  company  complete ;  and  the  words  company,  regiment,  bri- 
gade, and  division,  were  so  vague  that  they  did  not  convey 
any  idea  ui>on  which  to  form  a  calculation,  either  of  a  particu- 
lar corps  or  of  the  army  in  genopal.  They  were  so  unequal  in 
their  number,  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  execute 
any  maneuvers.  Sometimes  a  regiment  was  stronger  than  a 
brigade.  I  have  seen  a  regunent  consisting  of  thirty  rnen^ 
and  a  company  of  owe  corporal/  Nothing  was  so  difficult, 
and  often  so  impossible,  as  to  get  a  correct  list  of  the  state  or 
a  return  of  any  company,  regiment,  or  corps.  As  in  the  P]n- 
glish  service,  there  was  a  muster-master  general,  with  a  num- 
ber of  assistants.  It  was  the  duty  of  this  ofhcer  to  ascertain 
and  re|)ort  every  month  the  effective  state  of  the  army,  for  the 
payment  of  the  men  and  officers.  This  operation  took  place 
fts  follows:  each  captain  made  a  roll  of  his  comj)any,  whether 
absent  or  present,  after  which  he  made  oath  before  a  superior 
officer  that  this  return  was  correct^  '  to  the  best  of  his  knowl- 
edge and  belief.'   The  muster-master  counted  the  men  present, 
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and  the  absent  were  marked  by  him  for  their  pay  upon  the 
oath  of  the  captain.  I  am  very  far  from  supposing  tlrat  an 
officer  would  voluntarily  commit  a  fraud,  but  let  us  examine 
the  state  of  the  companies,  and  we  shall  see  the  correctness  of 
such  returns. 

"  The  company  had  twelve  men  present ;  absent,  one  man 
as  valet  to  the  commissary,  two  Inmdred  miles  distant  from 
the  army,  for  eighteen  months ;  one  man  valet  to  a  quarter- 
master attached  to  the  army  of  the  north,  for  twelve  months ; 
four  in  the  different  hospitals  for  so  many  montlis;  two  as 
drivers  of  carriages ;  and  so  many  more  as  bakers,  blacksmiths, 
carpenters,  even  as  coal-porters,  for  years  together,  although 
the  greater  number  were  only  engaged  for  nine  months  at  the 
outset.  15nt  a  man  once  on  the  roll  of  a  company,  remained 
there  everlastingly,  as  forming  part  of  the  eifoctive  strength, 
except  in  case  of  death  or  desertion,  under  the  very  eyes  of 
the  captiin. 

"  According  to  these  rolls,  the  strength  of  the  army  for 
pay  and  provisions  was  calculated.  The  regimental  returns 
furnished  to  the  adjutant  general  every  week,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  tlie  general -in-chief,  as  to  the  strength  of  the  army, 
were  not  much  more  exact.  I  am  sure  that,  at  that  time,  a 
general  would  have  thought  himself  lucky  to  find  a  third  of 
tlie  men  ready  for  action  whom  he  found  on  paper. 

*'  Tlie  soldiers  were  scattered  about  in  every  direction. 
The  army  was  looked  upon  as  a  nursery  for  servants,  and  every 
one  deemed  it  his  rio:ht  to  have  a  valet :  several  thousand  sol- 
diers  were  employed  in  this  way.  Wo  had  more  commissa- 
ries and  (juarter-masters  at  that  time  than  all  the  armies  of 
Europe  together ;  the  most  modest  had  only  one  servant,  but 
others  had  (wo  and  even  three.  If  the  caj^tains  and  colonels 
could  give  no  nceount  of  their  men,  they  could  give  still  less 
an  account  of  their  arms,  accouterments,  clothing,  ammuni- 
tion, camj)  equipage,  etc.  Nobody  kept  an  account  but  the 
commissaries,  who  furnished  all  the  articles.     A  company, 
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wincli  consisted,  in  May,  of  fifty  men,  was  armed,  clothed  and 
equipped  in  June.  It  then  consisted  of  thirty  men ;  in  July 
it  received  thirty  recruits,  wlio  were  to  be  clothed,  armed  and 
equipped ;  and  not  only  the  clothes,  but  the  arms  were  car- 
ried off  by  those  who  had  completed  their  time  of  service. 

General  Knox  assured  me  that,  previous  to  the  establish- 
ment of  ray  department,  there  never  was  a  campaign  in  which 
the  military  magazines  did  not  furnish  from  five  thousand  to 
eight  thousand  muskets*  to  replace  those  which  were  lost  in 
the  way  I  have  described  above.  The  loss  of  bayonets  was 
still  greater.  The  American  soldier,  never  having  used  this 
arm,  had  no  faith  in  it,  and  never  used  it  but  to  roast  his  beef- 
steak, and  indeed  often  left  it  at  home.  This  is  not  astonish- 
ing when  it  is  considered  that  the  majority  of  the  States  en- 
gaged their  soldiers  for  from  six  to  nine  months.  Each  man 
who  went  away  took  his  musket  with  him,  and  his  successor 
received  another  from  the  public  store.  No  captain  kept  a 
book.  Accounts  were  never  furnished  nor  required.  As  our 
army  is,  thank  God,  little  subject  to  desertion,  I  venture  to 
say  that  during  an  entire  campaign  there  have  not  been  twenty 
muskets  lost  since  my  system  came  into  force.  It  was  the 
same  with  the  pouches  and  other  accoutermeuts,  and  I  do  not 
believe  that  I  exaggerate  when  I  state  that  my  arrangements 
have  saved  the  United  States  at  least  Q\<j:ht  hundred  thousand 
French  livres  a  year. 

"  The  arms  at  Valley  Forge  were  in  a  horrible  condition, 
covered  with  rust,  half  of  them  without  bayonets,  many  from 
which  a  single  shot  could  not  bo  fired.  The  pouches  were 
quite  as  bad  as  the  arms.  A  great  many  of  the  men  had  tin 
boxes  instead  of  pouches,  others  had  cow-horns  ;  and  muskets, 
carbines,  fowling-pieces,  and  rifles  were  to  be  seen  in  the  same 
company. 

"  The  description  of  the  dress  is  most  easily  given.     The 

*  The  price  of  a  musket  was  fixed,  in  the  regulations  of  1779,  at  sixteen 
doUars  without  bajoneti  and  eighteen  dollars  with  bayonet. 
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men  were  literally  naked,  some  of  them  in  the  fullest  extent 
of  the  word.  The  officers  who  had  coats,  had  them  of  every 
color  and  make.  I  saw  officers,  at  a  grand  parade  at  Valley 
Forge,  mounting  guard  in  a  sort  of  dressing-gown,  made  of 
an  old  blanket  or  woolen  bed-cover.  With  regard  to  their 
military  discipline,  I  may  safely  say  no  such  thing  existed.  In 
the  iirst  place  there  was  no  regular  formation.  A  so-called 
regiment  was  formed  of  three  platoons,  another  of  five,  eight, 
nine,  and  the  Canadian  regiment  of  twenty-one.  The  forma- 
tion of  the  regiments  was  as  varied  as  their  mode  of  drill, 
which  onlv  consisted  of  the  manual  exercise.  Each  colonel 
had  a  system  of  his  own,  the  one  according  to  the  English,  the 
other  acconiini;  to  the  Prussian  or  French  style.  There  was 
only  one  thing  in  which  they  were  uniform,  and  that  was,  the 
way  of  marching  in  the  maneuvers  and  on  the  line  of  march. 
Tliey  all  adopted  the  mode  of  marching  in  files  used  by  the 
Indians.  Mr.  l)e  Conway  had  introduced  platoons  and  many 
other  things ;  but  as  he  was  not  liked,  they  had  allowed  all 
his  instructions  to  fall  into  disuse,  so  tliat  I  scarcely  found 
a  trace  of  them.  It  is  also  necessary  to  remark,  that  the 
changing  the  men,  the  reductions  and  continual  incorporations 
deprived  the  corps  and  regiments  of  all  consistence.  There 
was  another  evil  still  more  subvei^sive  of  order  in  an  army: 
the  captains  and  colonels  did  not  consider  their  companies  and 
regiments  as  corps  confided  to  them  by  the  United  States  for 
the  care  of  the  men  as  well  as  the  i>reservation  of  order  and 
discipline.  The  greater  part  of  the  captains  had  no  roll  of 
their  companies,  and  had  no  idea  how  many  men  they  had  un- 
der their  ordei*s.  When  1  asked  a  colonel  the  strength  of  liis 
regiment,  the  usual  reply  was,  '  something  between  two  and 
three  hundred  men.'  The  colonels,  and  often  the  captains, 
granted  leave  of  absence  as  they  thought  proper,  and  not  only 
that,  but  ])ermissions  to  retire  from  the  service.  The  officers 
were  not  accustomed  to  remain  with  the  troops  when  the 
army  was  in  camp ;  they  lived  in  houses,  oilen  several  miles 
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distant.  In  winter  quni-tcrs  they  nearly  all  went  home,  and 
tlicre  were  ofleu  not  more  than  four  officers  with  a  regiment. 
In  the  campaign  of  1770,  I  found  a  Massachusetts  regiment 
commanded  by  a  lieutenant.  The  idea  they  had  of  their  duty 
was,  that  the  officers  had  only  to  mount  guard  and  put  tlieni- 
selves  at  the  hejid  of  their  regiment  or  company  when  they 
were  going  into  action. 

^^The  internal  administration  of  a  regiment  and  a  com- 
pany was  a  thing  completely  unknown.  Tiie  quarter-nuuiter 
received  arms,  ammunition  and  camp  e4ui]>age,  for  an  entire 
brigade.  The  clothing  and  provision!^  were  distributed  in  the 
same  way  by  brigades.  A  captain  who  did  not  know  the 
number  of  men  in  his  company,  could  not  know  tlie  nuniber 
of  the  rations  and  other  articles  necessary  for  it.  There  were 
absolutely  no  regulations  for  the  service  of  the  camp  and  of 
the  guards.  Each  colonel  encamped  his  regiment  according 
to  his  fancy.  Tliere  were  guards  and  pickets,  and  sometimes 
too  many ;  but  the  officers  did  not  know  their  duty,  and  in 
many  instances  did  not  understand  the  object  of  the  guard. 
An  infinity  of  internal  guards  for  the  commissaries  of  for- 
age and  (irovisions,  and  for  the  quarter-master,  weakened  the 
strength  of  the  army,  the  more  so,  because  these  guards  were 
never  relieved,  and  remained  from  one  year  to  anotlier.  Their 
arms  were  lost,  and  they  were  all  the  servants  of  the  commis^ 
sary,  who  often  granted  them  leave  not  only  for  six  months, 
but  without  limitation.  It  would  be  an  endless  task  to  enu- 
merate the  abuses  which  noarlv  ruined  the  annv.  The  above 
ia  a  general  view  of  the  situation  of  the  American  army  as  I 
found  it  at  Valley  Forge  in  the  month  of  February,  1778." 

Duponceau's  sketch  of  the  state  of  aflairs  at  Valley  Forge 
gives  more  the  domestic  than  the  military  aspect  of  things, 
and  may  therefore,  with  good  reason,  form  the  supplement  to 
Steuben's  characteristic  sketch. 

"  We  dined,"  says  he,  "  twice  or  thrice  a  week  with  Gen- 
eral Washington.     We  visited  him  also  in  the  evening,  when 
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Mrs.  W.isbinp^on  was  at  head-quarters.  Wc  were  in  a  man- 
ner doincslicatcd  in  the  family.  As  to  the  situation  of  oar 
army,  suflicc  it  to  say  that  wo  were  in  want  of  provisions,  of 
clothing,  of  fodder  for  our  horses,  in  short,  of  every  thing.  I 
remember  seeing  tlie  soldiers  [)opping  tlieir  heads  out  of  their 
miserable  huts,  and  calling  out,  in  an  under  tone,  '  Xo  bread, 
no  soMierl'  Their  condition  Avas  truly  pitiful,  and  *  their 
couragii  and  tlieir  perseverance  is  beyond  all  praise.'  We, 
who  lived  in  good  quarters,  did  not  feel  the  misery  of  the 
times  so  much  as  the  common  soldiers  and  the  subaltern  offi- 
cers ;  yet,  we  had  more  than  once  to  share  our  rations  with 
the  sentry  at  our  door.  We  put  the  best  face  we  could  upon 
the  matter.  Once,  with  the  baron's  permi.ssion,  his  aids  invit- 
ed a  number  of  young  officers  to  dine  at  our  quarters,  on  con- 
dition that  none  should  be  admitted  tliat  had  on  a  whole  pair 
of  breeches.  This  was  of  course  understood  fifi  para  pro  toto  ; 
but  torn  clothes  were  an  indispensable  requisite  for  admission, 
and  in  this  the  guests  were  very  sure  not  to  fail.  The  dinner  took 
place.  The  guests  clubbed  their  rations,  and  we  feasted  sump- 
tously  on  tougli  beetsteak  and  potatoes,  with  hickory  nuts  for 
our  dessert.  Instead  of  wine  we  had  some  kind  of  spirit^ 
with  which  we  made  '  salamanders,'  that  is  to  say,  after  fill- 
ing our  ghisses,  we  set  the  liquor  on  lire  and  drank  it  up, 
flame  and  all.  Such  a  set  of  ragged,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
merry  fellows,  were  never  brought  together.  The  baron  loved 
to  speak  of  that  dinner,  and  of  his  ^  sansculottes,-  as  he  called 
us.  Thus  this  denomination  was  first  invented  in  America 
and  applied  to  the  brave  oflicei*s  and  soldiers  of  our  revolu- 
tionary army. 

"  In  the  midst  of  all  our  distress  there  were  some  bright 
sides  of  the  picture,  which  Valley  Forge  exhibited  at  that 
time.  Mrs.  Washington  had  the  courage  to  follow  her  husband 
to  that  dismal  abode,  and  other  ladies  also  graced  the  scene. 
Among  them  was  the  lady  of  General  Greene,  a  handsome,  el- 
egant and  accomplished  woman.     Iler  dwelling  was  the  resort 
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of  foreign  officers,  because  she  spoke  the  Frencli  langiiatjo 
and  was  well  versed  in  French  literature.  They  often  met 
at  each  other's  quartei-s,  and  sometimes  at  General  Washing- 
ton's, where  the  evening  was  spent  in  conversation  over  a  cup 
of  tea  or  coffee.  Tliere  were  no  levees  or  formal  soirees,  no 
dancing  and  playing,'  or  amusements  of  any  kind,  except  sing- 
ing. Every  gentleman  or  lady  who  could  sing  was  called 
*'  upon  in  turn  for  a  song." 

Two  months  before  Steuben  arrived  in  camp,  the  office 
of  inspector  general  had  been  created,  in  conformity  Avith  the 
propositions  and  wishes  of  General  Conway.  Congress,  iu 
their  session  of  December  13,  1777,  resolved,* 

^That  it  is  essential  to  the  promotion  of  discipline  in  the 
American  army,  and  to  the  reformation  of  the  various  abuses 
which  prevail  in  the  different  departments,  tliat  an  ajjpoint- 
ment  be  made  of  inspector  general,  agreeable  to  the  practice 
of  the  best  disciplined  European  armies ;  that  this  api)oiut- 
ment  be  conferred  on  experienced  and  vigilant  general  offi- 
cers, who  are  acquainted  with  whatever  relates  to  tlie  general 
economy,  maneuvers  and  discipline  of  a  well  regulated  iirmy." 

The  duties  of  these  officers,  or  rather  of  this  officer,  as 
Conway  alone  was  elected  for  this  office,  were  shaped  after 
the  model  of  the  French  army,  and  consisted'  in  instructing, 
maneuvering  and  reviewing  the  troops,  in  preparing  and 
transmitting  to  Congress  the  necessary  returns  of  clothing, 
accoutrements,  payment  of  the  men  and  of  the  casualties. 

This  plan,  like  that  of  creating  the  office  of  coniniissary 
general,  was  proposed  in  direct  opposition  to  the  o]>inion  of 
the  commander-in-chief  "It  created,"  to  use  Judge  John 
Marshall's  words,  "an  hnperlum  in  imjjcrio ^'^'*  it  made  the 
inspector  only  accountable  to,  and  removable  by,  Congress, 
and  at  the  same  time  independent  of  the  comniander-in 
chief     *'It  conferred  powers,"  as  Alexander  Hamilton  justly 

♦Journal  of  Congress,  iii.,  1777,  pp.  674  and  676. 

C 
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remarked,  ^^  which  could  not  fail  to  produce  universal  op- 
position in  the  ai*my,  and  by  making  the  previous  concur- 
rence of  the  board  of  war  requisite  to  the  introduction  of 
every  regulation  ivhich  might  bo  found  necessary,  opened  a 
continual  source  of  delay,  which  was  calculated  to  defeat  the 
usefulness  of  the  institution.'* 

Conway  exiwcted  to  use  it  as  an  effectual  though  indirect 
means  of  attack  in  his  notorious  cabal  against  the  commander- 
m-ciiiet^  whom  he  did  not  dare  to  assail  directly.  The  worth- 
less intriguer,  however,  never  exercised  the  duties  of  his  office. 
After  his  cabal  against  Wiishington  had  exploded,  he  retired 
from  the  anny,  where  his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  major 
general  hat]  caused  great  dissatisfliction,  and  resigned  his 
conmiission  about  the  end  of  April.  Tiius,  the  whole  plan 
never  went  into  operation,  and  existed  only  on  paper  when 
Steuben  joined  the  army  at  Valley  Forge. 

Washington  knew  but  too  well,  by  the  experience  of  the 
last  campaigns,  that  a  well-organized  inspectorship  was  the 
best  remedy  against  the  principal  defects  and  irregularities  oi 
the  army,  and  was  at  the  same  time  aware  that  Congress,  af- 
ter having  appointed  Conway  to  the  oflice  of  inspector  general, 
could  not  l>ut  agree  with  his  wishes  of  a  ])erm:iTient  and  effi- 
cient establishment  of  this  important  branch  of  military  disci- 
pline. Steuben  arrived,  therefore,  very  opportunely  at  the 
camp.  OlFering  his  services  as  a  volunteer,  ho  could  give  no 
umbrage  to  the  native  oHicers  by  claiming  a  rank  equal  or 
superior  to  them,  and  havhig  been  trained  in  the  best  war 
school  of  his  time,  and  strongly  recommended  by  competent 
judges  and  impartial  friends,  he  was  just  the  man  whom  the 
commander-in-chief  wanted,  as  the  American  officers  were 
almost  entirely  ignorant  of  military  tactii^s.  Steuben  most 
cheerfully  accepted  the  olfor  of  a  temporary  inspectorship 
which  Washington  made  to  him,  and  commenced  the  disci- 
pline and  exercise  of  the  troops  early  in  March,  1778. 

"I  found  it  useless,"  so  he  continues  in  the  above-quoted 
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memorial,  "  to  trouble  myself  about  the  many  things  which  I 
could  not  remedy.  I  directed  my  attention  to  the  organiza- 
tion and  discipline  of  the  army.  To*  establish  the  inspection 
on  the  same  footing  as  in  France  and  Prussia  would  not  Iiavo 
answered  the  purpose.  In  these  services  the  inspector  general 
reviews  the  troops  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  a  campaign  ; 
he  examines  the  state  of  the  men,  their  arms  and  accouter- 
ments ;  exercises  and  maneuvers  them  ;  sees  that  they  adhere 
to  the  prescribed  regulations ;  that  they  follow  the  system  laid 
down  by  the  minister  at  war,  to  whom  he  makes  his  reports, 
and  recommends  for  promotion,  pardon,  smd  reward. 

"  I  found  here  neither  rules,  nor  regulations,  nor  system, 
nor  minister  at  war,  nor  pardon,  nor  reward.  The  inspector 
general  in  Prussia  and  France  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  money  department ;  here  it  was  necessary  that  he  or  some 
one  else  should  take  charge  of  it.  This  mysterious  department 
was  a  mere  farce.  The  war  commissary  in  France  examines 
the  books  and  accounts  of  the  diftercnt  regiments  and  compa- 
nies ;  here,  there  were  no  books  and  no  accounts,  and  conse- 
quently no  one  to  examine  them. 

"All  this  required  an  immediate  remedy.  But  how  to 
commence,  was  the  question. 

"  General  Conway  followed  the  routine  of  the  inspectors 
in  France,  but  that  did  not  answer  the  purpose.  It  was, 
therefore,  essential  to  create  a  department,  under  some  name 
or  other,  to  organize  it  so  as  to  rectify  the  abuses,  found  some 
simple  but  firm  system,  and  put  it  into  execution  at  once.  I 
Ibund  a  committee  of  Congress  in  camp  concerting  with  the 
comman<ler-in-chief  for  regulating  several  matters  connected 
with  the  army,  such  as  fixing  the  number  of  regiments  and 
companies,  which  was  one  of  the  most  essential  things  to  be 
determined.  Congress  approved  of  their  resolution  on  that 
head,  but  the  means  for  putting  it  into  execution  were  yet 
wanting.  There  was  no  establisheil  system  of  maneuvers,  no 
settled  regulations  for  discipline  and  good  order,  and  no  uni- 
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formity  in  the  service.     General  Wasliington  proposed  to  me 
to  sketch  out  a  2)lan  for  establishing  an  inspection  in  order  to 
introduce  system  and  uniformity  into  all   these  matters.     I 
sketched  a  variety  of  dilferent  plans,  but  it  was  exceedingly 
diflicnlt  to  iind  an  arrangement  likely  to  succeed  so  as  not  to 
disgust  the  officers  belonging  to  so  many  different  States,  and 
to  form  a  plan  in  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  and 
with  the  i)rejudices,  however  well  or  ill  founded  they  might 
be,  against  foreigners.     I  was  often  obliged  to  abandon  ideas  I 
had  formed ;  I  was  in  want  of  information  and  advice,  and  I  \va8 
fortunate  enough  to  find  a  few  officers  of  merit,  who  gave  me 
every  satisfaction  ;  they  were  General  Greene,  Colonel  Laurens, 
and  Colonel  Hamilton.     Having  drawn  out  my  last  plan,  I 
communicated  it  to  these  three  officers,  and  made  the  altera- 
tions they  deemed  advisable,  before  I  presented  it  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief.    Time  was  precious,  and  I  worked  day  and 
night.     I  finally  proposed  that  an  inspector  general  ought  to 
be  appointed  at  once  who  should  establish  a  uniform  system 
for  forming  the  troops  ;  for  exercising  and  maneuvering  them ; 
for  their  duties  in  camp  and  on  the  march  ;  and  for  the  duties 
of  guards,  pickets  and  sentries.     He  should  also  define  and 
point  out  the  duties  of  every  officer,  from  the  colonel  to  the 
corporal ;  the  manner  in  which  returns  or  lists  of  the  men, 
arms,  accoutorments,  clothing,  and  camp  equipage,  should  be 
made,  and  appoint  a  uniform  method  of  book-keeping,  accord- 
ing to  which  the  books  of  the  regiments,  of  companies,  as  well 
as  those  of  the  adjutant,  pay- master,  quarter-master,  and  cloth- 
ing-mastcr  of  each  regiment,  should  be  kept ;  that  this  inspector 
should  review  the  troops  every  month,  exercise  and  maneuver 
them,  examine  the  returns  and  books,  and  make  his  written 
return  to  the  commander-in-chief  and  to  the  board  of  war, 
etc.,  etc. ;  that  a  colonel  from  each  division  should  be  chosen 
by  tie  inspector  general,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  sec  that 
thi'  onliiiMncL's  and  arrangements  which  the  inspector  might 
think  proper  to  establish,  with  the  consent  of  the  commander- 
in-chief,  be  duly  executed  and  oheyod. 
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"That  a  major  from  each  brigade  be  chosen  by  toe  io- 
spector  general  to  exercise  the  same  functions  in  the  brigade, 
in  addition  to  those  of  a  brigade  major  in  the  French  service. 
He  should  also  receive  all  the  returns  of  every  description, 
and  examine  them  accurately  before  transmitting  them  to  the 
adjutant  general  or  chief  of  the  department  to  which  they  are 
addressed,  whether  that  of  the  quarter-master,  clothing-master, 
pay-master,  or  commissary.  All  orders  for  the  brigade  should 
be  addressed  to  that  officer  to  communicate  them  to  the  bri- 
gade. 

"That  the  colonels  shall  be  called  inspectors  of  divisions, 
and  the  majors,  inspectors  of  brigades.  That  the  fonner 
brigade  majors,  who,  in  imitation  of  the  English  army,  were 
merely  aids  de-camp  to  the  brigadier  general,  and  who,  for 
the  most  part,  are  young  men  who  never  saAv  a  guard 
mounted,  should  be  abolished,  and  that  the  brigadier  general 
be  at  liberty  to  take  a  subaltern  officer  as  aid-de-carap.  That 
the  inspectors  of  divisions  be  allowed  additional  pay  of  thirty 
dollars,  and  the  inspectors  of  brigades  twenty  dollars,  a  month, 
and  some  additional  rations  more  than  other  officers  of  the 
same  rank. 

"  I  added  to  the  above  that  the  inspector  general  be  obliged 
to  draw  up  a  sort  of  military  code  which,  when  approved  by 
the  commander-in  ciiief  and  authorized  by  Congress,  shall  take 
effect  as  an  ordinance  for  the  army. 

"This  plan  wns  npproved  by  General  Washington  and  coii- 
raunicatcd  to  Congress.  Some  days  after  I  had  delivered  it 
the  general  asked  nie  if  I  was  willing  to  undertake  its  exe- 
cution myself?  I  rei)lied  that  I  would  do  so  on  condition 
that  the  general  should  give  me  the  support  and  assistance 
necessary  for  so  important  a  task. 

"  Among  the  many  obligations  which  I  owe  to  General 
Washington,  I  shall  always  esteem  it  among  the  greatest,  the 
selection  which  he  made  among  the  officers  to  aid  me  in  this 
work.    It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  I  again  mention 
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the  names  of  my  first  iuspectors  of  divisions,  Colonels  Wil- 
liams, Brooks,  Fleuiy,  S])rout,  Barber,  Hanner,  Davics,  Scam- 
mcl  and  Ternant,  and  of  bngado  majors  Fish,  English  and 
many  others,  who  would  be  considered  excellent  officers  in 
any  service  in  Europe. 

"I  commenced  operations  by  drafting  one  hundred  and 
twenty  men  from  the  line,  whom  I  formed  into  a  guard  for 
the  general-in-chief.  I  made  this  guard  my  military  school. 
I  drilled  them  myself  twice  a  day ;  and  to  remove  that 
English  prejudice  which  some  ofhcors  entertained,  namely, 
that  to  drill  a  recruit  was  a  sergeant's  duty  and  beneath 
the  station  of  an  ofhccr,  I  often  took  the  musket  myselt 
to  show  tlie  men  the  manual  exercise  which  I  wished  to 
introduce.  All  my  inspectors  were  present  at  each  drill. 
We  marched  together,  wheeled,  etc.,  etc.,  and  in  a  fortnight 
my  company  knew  perfectly  how  to  bear  arms,  had  a  military 
air,  knew  how  to  march,  to  form  in  column,  deploy,  and  exe- 
cute some  little  maneuver  with  excellent  precision. 

"  It  must  be  owned  that  they  did  not  know  much  of  the 
manual  exercise,  and  I  ought  to  mention  the  reasons  why  I 
departed  altogether  from  the  general  rule  of  all  European 
armies,  and  commenced  with  the  manual  exercise  in  drilling 
recruits  like  children  learning  their  alphabet.  In  the  first 
place,  I  had  no  time  to  do  otherwise.  In  our  European 
armies  a  man  who  has  been  drilled  for  three  months  is  called 
a  recruit;  here,  in  two  months  I  must  have  a  soldier.  In 
Europe  we  had  a  number  of  evolutions  very  pretty  to  look  at 
when  well  executed,  but  in  my  opinion  absolutely  useless  so 
far  as  essential  objects  are  concerned.  In  Prussia,  to  fire  and 
charge  several  times  a  minute  is  a  matter  of  boast ;  the  conse- 
quence is  that  the  men,  when  thuy  are  using  ball  cartridge, 
often  load  badly.  A  comi)any  is  drilled  for  a  long  time  in  pla- 
toon firing,  and  the  more  the  firing  resembles  the  noise  of  a 
cannon  shot,  the  better  it  is. 

"  I  have  often  remarked  that  the  Prussians,  afler  the  first 
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charge  in  action,  no  longer  practice  platoon  firing,  do  not  load 
so  often  in  a  minute  and  fire  quite  as  badly  as  the  Russians, 
Anstrians  or  French.  I,  nevertheless,  taught  my  company  to 
carry  arms,  stand  at  ease,  present  arms,  to  load,  take  aim,  fire 
by  platoons,  and  to  charge  bayonets.  Another  reason  that 
induced  me  to  pay  but  little  attention  to  this  eternal  manual 
exercise,  was  that  several  of  my  predecessors  commenced  with 
it,  and  before  they  had  surmounted  those  preliminaries,  were 
obliged  to  quit  the  service,  having  lost  their  infiuence,  and  be- 
fore the  young  officers  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  prac- 
tical advantage  of  this  elementary  instruction.  This  induced 
me  to  reverse  the  old  system,  and  instead  of  commencing  with 
the  manual  and  platoon  exercise  and  ending  with  maneuvers,! 
commenced  with  maneuvers  and  finished  with  the  exercise. 
I  recollect  that  in  the  beginning  of  my  second  campaign  I 
executed  a  maneuver  with  a  portion  of  the  army,  which  was 
remarkably  well  done.  After  it  was  over  the  officers  came 
round  me  to  receive  the  approbation  to  which  they  were  ac- 
customed, believing  that  they  had  proved  themselves  perfect 
tacticians.  They  were  very  much  astonished  when  I  told  them 
that  it  was  now  tunc  to  begin  with  thci  alphabet ;  that  we 
should  drill  the  men,  one  by  one  ;  then  by  six,  and  afterward 
by  platoons ;  teach  them  how  to  carry  themselves,  to  march 
well,  to  use  their  arms  with  alacrity  and  precision,  and  so  on 
until  they  had  learned  every  thing.  No  objection  was  made. 
I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  (without  being  seen)  the  colo- 
nel and  his  officers  drill  the  men,  one  by  one,  and  I  thought 
that  had  I  proposed  to  them  to  do  this  at  Valley  Forge,  I 
should  never  have  succeeded. 

"Another  reason  that  induced  me  to  omit  as  much  as  pos- 
sible the  manual  exercise  was,  that  as  the  army  had  no  special 
ordinance  or  fixed  rules  on  the  subject,  every  colonel  had  in- 
troduced a  system  of  drill  of  his  own — one  on  the  English, 
another  on  the  French,  and  a  third  on  the  Prussian  plan ;  and 
tliose  who  bad  taken  the  greatest  pains  were  naturally  the 
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most  attached  to  their  own  work.     Had  I  destroyed  their  pro- 
dactious,  they  would  all  have  detested  me.     I  therefore  pre- 
ferred to  pay  no  special  attention  to  this  subject  until  I  had 
won  their  confidence.     It  was  not  so  with  regard  to  manea- 
,  vers.    They  h:id  not  meddled  with  them.    Fortunately  there 
:  was  not  a  single  good  English  book  that  contained  the  rules 
:  of  tactics. 

"  To  follow  the  thread  of  my  oi)erations,  I  had  my  com- 
pany of  guards  exactly  as  I  wished  them  to  be.  They  were 
well  dres8e<l,  tlioir  arms  clean  and  in  good  order,  and  their 
general  appearance  quite  respectable. 

"  I  pnradod  them  in  presence  of  all  the  officers  of  the  army, 
and  gave  them  an  oppoituuity  of  exhibit uig  all  they  knew. 
Tiiey  formed  in  column  ;  deployed ;  attacked  with  the  bayo- 
net ;  changed  front,  etc.,  etc.  It  aftbrded  a  new  and  agreea- 
ble sight  fur  the  young  oiiicei*s  and  soldiera.  Having  gained 
my  point,  I  dispersed  my  apostles,  the  inspectoi's,  and  my  new 
doctrine  was  eagerly  embraced.  I  lost  no  time  in  extending 
my  operations  on  a  large  scale.  I  applied  my  system  to  bat- 
talions, afterward  to  brigades,  and  in  less  than  three  weeks  I 
executed  maneuvers  with  an  entire  division  in  presence  of  the 
commaiuler-in-chief." 

Steuben's  statements  are  corroborated  by  the  testimony  of 
some  eye  witnesses,  which  furnishes  additional  proof  of  tlie 
manner  in  which  he  went  to  Avork. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  L.  Fleury,  who  acted  as  sub-insi>ector 
of  the  Maryl.ind  brigade  and  executed  strictly  Steuben's  or- 
ders, describes  his  duties  and  those  of  his  troops,  in  a  letter 
dated  Wilmington,  April  5th,  1778,  as  follows:* 

"  At  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  division  is  ordered  to 
general  parade,  and  the  soldiers  in  squads  of  always  eight,  are 
drilled  in  ordhiary  marching.  A  non-commissioned  officer 
marches  at  their  right,  a  little  in  advance,  to  give  the  time 
and  the  step,  and  he  drills  them  in  marching  with  and  without 

•  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  I 
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mnac  or  drums.  This  drill  lasts  two  hours.  At  nine  o'clock 
is  the  parade ;  the  soldiers  are  then  taught  the  few  movements 
in  which  they  are  to  be  instructed  afler  the  use  of  arms.  At 
noon  particular  instruction  is  given  to  the  non-commissioned 
officers.  At  three  o'clock,  drilling  in  divisions  as  in  the  morn- 
ing; at  six  o'clock,  p.  m.,  meeting  of  the  adjutants  in  my  quar- 
ters for  instruction  in  theoretic  maneuvering  and  the  empha- 
BiB  to  be  used  in  giving  the  word  of  command." 

**  Baron  Steuben,"  says  A.  Scammel,  in  a  letter  dated  Val- 
ley Forge,  April  8th,  1778,  to  General  John  Sullivan,*  "sets 
us  a  truly  noble  example.  He  has  undertaken  the  discipline 
of  the  army,  and  shows  himself  to  be  a  perfect  master  of  it, 
not  only  in  the  grand  nianeuvei*s,  but  in  the  most  minute 
details.  To  see  a  gentleman,  dignified  with  a  lieutenant  gen- 
eral's commission  from  the  great  Prussian  monarch,  conde- 
scend, with  a  grace  peculiar  to  himself,  to  take  under  his  direc- 
tion a  squad  of  ten  or  twelve  men  in  the  capacity  of  drill-ser- 
geant, commands  the  admiration  of  both  officers  and  men,  and 
causes  them  to  improve  exceedingly  fast  under  his  instruc- 
tions." 

The  most  interesting  narrative  of  the  energy  employed  by 
Steuben,  and  the  success  of  hb  system,  is  given  by  his  favor- 
ite aid-de  camp  and  intimate  friend,  William  North,  Avho  was 
with  him  from  the  beginning.  lie  says  in  his  biographical 
sketch : 

*'  Certainly  it  was  a  brave  attempt !  Without  understand- 
ino"  a  word  of  the  English  language,  to  think  of  bringing  men, 
born  free,  and  joined  together  to  preserve  tlieir  freedom,  into 
strict  subjection, ;  to  obey  without  a  word,  a  look,  the  man- 
dates of  a  master !  that  master  once  their  equal,  or  possibly 
beneath  them,  in  whatever  might  become  a  man  !  It  was  a 
brave  attempt,  which  nothing  but  virtue,  or  high-raised  hopes 
of  glory,  could  have   supported.     At  the  first  parade,  the 

♦  I  am  obliged  to  Thomas  C.  Amory,  jr.,  Ksq.,  the  biographer  of  Gmeral 
Sullivan,  for  the  kind  communication  of  this  iut<'rostinK  let  tor. 
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trooi)8  Deithcr  iituK'rst.'uulAi<r  tho  command,  nor  bow  to  follow 
in  a  cliangemcnt  to  wiiich  they  had  not  been  accustomed,  even 
with  the  instructor  at  their  liead,  were  getting  fast  into  con- 
fusion.  At  this  moment.  Captain  B.  Walker,  then  of  the 
second  New  York  regiment,  advanced  from  his  platoon,  and 
offered  his  assistance  to  translate  the  orders  and  interpret  to 
the  troops.  *  If,'  s:ud  the  baron,  ^  I  had  seen  an  angel  from 
heaven,  I  should  not  have  more  rejoiced.'j  Tho  officers  in  the 
iirmy  who  spoke  English  and  French  fluently  were  indeed 
very  few  in  number — how  few  were  so  ca|)able  of  giving  as- 
sbtance  to  the  baron  in  the  formation  of  his  system.  ^  Walker 
became  from  that  moment  hit  aid-de-camp,  and  remained  to 
^he  end  of  tho  baron's  lif\i  his  dear  and  most  worthy  friend. 
From  the  commencement  of  instruction,  no  time,  no  pains,  no 
faUgue  were  thought  too  great,  in  pursuit  of  this  great  object. 
Through  the  whole  of  each  campaign,  when  troops  were  to 
maneuver,  and  that  was  almost  every  day,  the  baron  rose  at 
three  o'clock  ;  while  his  servant  dressed  his  hair,  he  smoked  a 
single  pi])e  and  drank  one  cup  of  coffee,  was  on  horseback  at 
sunrise,  and  with,  or  without  his  suite,  galloped  to  the  parade. 
There  was  no  Avaiting  for  a  tardy  aid-de-c:imp,  and  those  who 
followed  wished  they  had  not  slept.  Nor  was  there  need  of 
chidhig ;  when  duty  was  neglected,  or  military  etiquette  in- 
frmged,  the  bni'on's  look  was  quite  sufticient.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion, why,  in  the  first  instance,  our  troops  had  been  put  to  the 
performance  of  tho  great  maneuvers,  I  beg  pardon  for  call- 
ing them  great,  but  they  were  great  to  us,  for  wo  were  igno- 
rant. Bland's  exercise  and  Symmes's  military  guide  were  al- 
most the  only  poor  and  scanty  sources  from  which  we  drew. 
To  the  question,  it  was  answered  that  hi  fact  there  was  no  time 
to  spare  in  learning  the  minutiie — ^the  troops  must  be  prepared 
for  instant  combat ;  that  on  a  field  of  battle,  how  to  display 
or  fold  a  column,  or  to  change  a  front,  was  of  tho  first  conse- 
quence ;  that  the  business  was  to  give  the  troops  a  relish  for 
their  trade,  a  tionfidence  in  their  skill  in  the  performance  of 
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complicated  evolutions ;  that,  even  if  time  permitted,  the  offi- 
cers, copying  the  bad  example  set  them  by  the  British,  of  re- 
ferring all  instruction  to  the  sergeants,  would  feel  themselves 
degraded  in  attending  to  an  awkward  squad.  *  But  the  time 
wiU  come,'  said  he,  ^  when  a  better  mode  of  thinking  will  pre- 
vail; then  we  will  attend  to  the  a  b  c  of  the  profession.'  This 
prophecy  was  amply  fulGllcd.  A  year  or  two  afterwards  the 
baron  said  to  me,  'Do  yon  see  there,  sir,  your  colonel  in- 
structing that  recruit  ?     I  thank  God  for  that !'  "  * 

Things  were  progressing  as  well  as  possible.  Steuben  en- 
joyed the  confidence  of  both  officers  and  men,  and  every  thing 
he  proposed  was  executed  with  as  much  precision  as  if  it  were 
an  order  from  the  commander-in-chief.  Although  he  was  only 
a  volunteer,  witliout  any  specific  rank  in  the  army,  he  had 
greater  power  and  authority  than  any  general  could  boast  of. 

♦  rage  3  of  "  A  Biographical  Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Baron  Steaben,  Inter- 
spersed with  a  Variety  of  Anecdotes  and  Historical  Facts  Relating  to  the  Rov- 
olutionaiy  War."  Tlie  author  of  this  highly  valuable  pampldet,  of  fourteen 
pagtM,  is  General  William  North,  Steuben's  aid-do-canip.  Thacher  and  Bowen 
have  amply  quoted  from  it  Tlicre  are  very  few  copies  of  the  pamphlet  now 
in  exi^itence ;  we  have,  theix-forc,  thought  it  expedient  to  make  copious  ex- 
tracts from  its  pages. 
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CHAPTER    VII. 

BnevBRN  coMUExcm  Manruvrrino  of  the  Troops.— Wasiiisotox  ArPKKOiATiBB  m 

lurORTANCR  OF  TIIR   I.Ng|>K(rTOR8IIir. — GrNRRAL   OrDEUS   ACKNOWLCDOINQ   TUK   Kx- 

BULTH   OF  iii»  Exertions.— Wasiiin'oton's  Lkttkr   of  tiik  30tii  of  April,  ITTjJ, 

▲  BOrT  THE  OkFICK  OF  IxSPHfTTOR   OrXERAL    AND  StEUBES'S   MeRITS.- StEUBEJC    AP- 

POiNTRD  Major  General  and  Inspector  General — The  News  of  the  Frbnch 
Alliance  reaches  the  Cami*. — I'nivkusal  Joy.— Banouine  1Ioi*B9  for  tub  Fu- 
ture.— People  relax  their  Kxebtio.ns. — 8tecben  api'Eeuknus  a  speedy  Pkacs. 
— Intkhksting  Correkpondenoe  with  Henry  Laurens.- C'eleuration  of  tub 
French  Alliance  by  Steuuen'h  orand  Maneuver. — General  Order  of  thx  Tto 
OF  May  thanks  Steihen  for  hir  Activity. — IIis  Appointment  the  Signal  fob  a 
Gabal. — Steuben's  Authority  and  Functions  curtailed. — Bad  Effects  of  this 
Jealousy. — Letter  of  Alexander  Hamilton  to  William  Duer,  illustbatixo 
THIS  Feeling. — Steuukn  continues  to  perform  iiis  Duties. — Uis  Letter  to  tob 
Board  of  AVar,  explainino  his  Ideas  about  the  Inspectorship. — The  Board  of 
War  adoits  Steuben's  ViEWti,  and  lays  a  Plan  before  Congress,  wnicu  is  "sort 
approved. — The  Intellhjenck  op  the  French  Treaty  highly  encouragino  to 
THE  Army.— I'ouNiiL  of  Wai:. — Self-confidence  of  tier  Army. — Good  Consk- 

QUENCKH  of  StEUUEN's  DISCIPLINE,  OUDEB,  AND  GENERAL  IMPROVEMENTS. — CoTEM- 
PORARY  WlTNKSHFA — OoRDON  AND  PaGE.— SlR  WiLLlAM   NaPIER. — EVACUATION   Or 

Philadelphia  by  the  BRiTihii.— Their  March  through  New  Jersey. — Steubesc 
GOES  TO  York  to  get  the  Duties  of  his  Office  settled  by  Congreas. — Washing- 
ton's Letter  and  temporary  Orders  of  the  I&th  of  Junx,  177S.— Inspbctox 
General  degraded  to  a  Duill-Serheant.— Steuben's  Letter  Of  tub  IStu  or 
JuxR. — Congress  postpones  the  Settlement  of  the  Matter. — Bad  Pouct  of  tius 
Indecision. 

rpHE  commander-ill -chief  also  very  soon  perceived  and  ap- 
-*-  predated  the  enormous  advantage  which  the  army  derived 
from  the  labors  of  its  temporary  inspector,  and  fully  sensible 
of  the  value  of  his  services,  interposed  liis  authority  on  Steu 
ben's  behalf,  and  used  all  his  influence  to  advance  the  object 
at  which  the  latter  aimed. 

Steuben  commenced  his  military  instructions  on  a  larger  scale 
on  the  24th  of  March,  1 778,  with  the  elementary  maneuvers  of 
the  troo])S.  He  exorcised  them  in  the  morning  and  afternoon, 
during  an  entire  month,  at  the  end  of  which  they  were  able, 
on  the  29th  of  April,  to  perform  the  grand  maneuvers.  Wo 
need  not  to  enter  into  the  details  of  these  instructions,  «is 
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they  correspond  with  the  regulations  for  the  order  and  disci- 
pline of  the  army,  laid  down  a  year  aflerw-n-ds,  and  as  we 
shall  allude  to  the  latter  in  a  subsequent  chapter. 

Washington's  orders  show  the  importance  which  he  at- 
tached to  Steuben's  office,  while  they  are,  at  the  same  time,  the 
official  acknowledgment  of  the  good  consequences  which  hb 
labors  produced.  We  quote  here  a  few  which  illustrate  Steu- 
ben's efficiency  and  the  progress  of  his  system  :* 

"Valley  Forge,  March  28tli,  1778. 

"On  Sunday,  the  20th  of  March,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  all  the  brigade  inspectors,  with  the  officers  and  non- 
commissioned officers,  who  are  to  mount  guard  on  Monday, 
will  attend  at  head-quarters,  where  the  insi>ector  general  will 
instruct  them  in  what  is  to  be  done  the  next  day. 

"  The  Baron  Steuben,  a  lieutenant  general  in  foreign  ser- 
vice, and  a  gentleman  of  great  military  experience,  having 
obligingly  undertaken  the  exercise  of  inspector  general  in  the 
anny,  the  commander-in-chief,  till  the  pleasure  of  Congress 
shall  be  known,  desires  he  may  be  respected  as  such ;  and 
hopes  and  expects  that  all  officers,  of  whatever  rank  in  it, 
will  affijrd  him  every  aid  in  their  power  in  the  execution  of 
his  office.  Lieutenant  Colonels  Davies,  Brooks  and  Barber, 
and  Mr.  Temant,  are  appointed  to  act  as  sub-inspectors ;  the 
three  former  retaining  their  rank  and  order  in  the  luie. 

"The  importance  of  establishing  an  uniform  system  of 
useful  maneuvers,  and  regularity  of  discipline,  must  be  obvi- 
ous ;  the  deficiency  of  our  army  in  those  respects  must  be 
equally  so  ;  but  the  time  we  probably  shall  have  to  introduce 
the  necessary  reformation  is  short.  With  the  most  active  ex- 
ertions, therefore,  of  officers  of  every  class,  it  may  be  possi- 
ble to  effect  all  the  improvement  that  may  be  essential  to  suc- 
cess if!  the  ensuing  campaign.     Arguments  surely  need  not  bo 

♦  Revolutionary  Orders  of  General  Washington,  from  1778  to  1782.  So- 
lectod  from  John  Whiting's  manuscripts  by  Henry  Whiting,  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Dnitod  States  Army,  New  York  and  London,  184i. 
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mnltiplied  to  kindle  the  zeal  of  oificers  in  a  matter  of  Buoh 
great  moment  to  their  own  homes,  the  advancement  of  the 
service,  and  the  prosperity  of  our  arms." 

"April  19,  1778. 
"The  sub-inspectors  will  each  superintend  the  discipline 
of  each  brigade,  according  to  the  following  division,  viz.,  Mr. 
Ternant,  Woodford's,  Scott's  and  Mcintosh's;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Brooks,  First  and  Second  Pennsylvania,  Poor's  and 
Glover's;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Davies,  Lamed's,  Patterson's, 
Weedon's  and  Muhlenberg's;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barber, 
Maxwell's,  late  Conway's,  Huntington's  and  Vamum's." 

"April  21,  1778. 

"  The  colonels  and  commanding  officers  of  regiments  are  to 
make  it  an  invariable  rule  to  review  their  respective  regiments 
once  a  week,  look  into  the  state  and  condition  of  the  men's 
arms,  accouterments  and  clothes,  and  know  precisely  the  state 
of  them,  and  where  every  man  is. 

"The  brigadiers  and  commanding  officers  of  brigades  are  to 
do  the  same  in  their  respective  brigades,  at  least  once  a  fort, 
night.  In  a  word,  it  b  expected  from  both  that  every  care 
and  attention  will  be  paid  to  keep  their  men  together,  and  the 
arms  and  accouterments  belonging  to  tliem  in  good  order. 

"This  is  also  to  be  considered  as  a  standing  order,  bat 
not  to  supersede  the  daily  inspection  by  subordinate  officers, 
agreeably  to  former  orders." 

"May  4th,  1778. 

"The  sub  and  brigade  inspectors  are  to  be  pointedly  exact 
m  pursuing  the  written  instructions  of  the  inspector  general, 
that  the  strictest  uniformity  may  bo  obseiTcd  throughout  the 
army. 

"  They  are  not  to  pi-actice  one  single  maneuver  without  his 
direction,  nor  in  a  method  different  from  it.  Any  alteration 
or  innovation  will  again  plunge  the  army  into  that  contrariety 
and  confusion  from  which  it  is  endeavoring  to  emerge. 
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**  The  hours  of  exercise  will  also  be  exactly  attended  to  by 
each  brigade,  for  which  purpose,  and  that  no  other  difference 
may  arise  on  account  of  watches,  proper  attention  will  be  paid 
to  the  order  of  the  1st  of  April  last,  for  regulating  them  by 
that  of  the  adjutant  general.  The  commander-in-chief  requests 
the  bngadiers,  and  officers  commanding  brigades,  to  see  that 
these  orders  are  strictly  complied  with,  that  the  golden  op- 
portunity which  now  presents  itself  for  disciplining  the  army 
may  be  improved.  And  he  hopes  that  the  brigades  will  vie 
with  each  other  in  arriving  at  the  highest  pitch  of  excellence." 

On  the  30th  of  April,  1778,  about  six  weeks  after  Steuben 
had  commenced  his  active  duties,  Washington  made  the  fol- 
lowing report  to  Congress  :* 

"The  extensive  ill  consequences  arising  from  a  want  of 
uniformity  in  discipline  and  maneuvers  throughout  the  army, 
have  long  occasioned  me  to  wish  for  the  establishment  of  a 
well-organized  inspectorship,  and  the  concurrence  of  Congress 
in  the  same  views  lias  induced  me  to  set  on  foot  a  temporary 
institution,  which,  from  the  success  that  has  hitherto  attended 
it,  gives  me  the  most  flattering  expectations,  and  will,  I  hope, 
obtain  their  approbation. 

"Baron  Steuben's  length  of  service  in  the  first  military 
school  in  Europe,  and  his  former  rank,  pointed  him  out  as  a 
person  i)eculiarly  qualified  to  be  at  the  head  of  this  depart- 
ment. This  appeared  the  least  exceptionable  way  of  intro- 
ducing him  into  the  army,  and  one  that  would  give  him  the 
most  ready  opportunity  of  displaying  his  talent.  I  therefore 
proposed  to  him  to  undertake  the  ofiice  of  inspector  general, 
which  he  agreed  to  with  the  greatest  cheerfulness,  and  has 
performed  the  duties  of  it  with  a  zeal  and  intelligence  equal  to 
our  wishes.  He  has  two  ranks  of  inspectors  under  him ;  the 
lowest  are  officers  charged  with  the  inspection  of  brigades, 
witb  the  title  of  brigade  inspectors;  the  others  superintend 

♦  Washington's  Writings,  by  J.  Sparks,  v.,  347. 
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several  of  these^  They  have  written  iostructions  relative  to 
their  several  functions,  and  the  maneuvers  they  are  to  practice 
are  illostrated  by  a  oompany,  which  the  baron  has  taken  to 
train  himself.  The  brigade  inspectors  were  chosen  by  die 
brigadier  and  commanding  oflicei*s  of  regiments  in  each  bri- 
gade. The  inspectors  are  Lieutenant  Colonels  Barber,  of 
Jei*sey,  Brooks,  of  Massachusetts,  Davies,  of  Virginia,  and 
Mr.  Ternant,  a  French  gentleman. 

"Upon  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fleury  in  the 
camp,  as  he  was  unemployed  and  had  exercised  the  office  of 
aid  major  in  France,  the  baron  proposed  to  have  him  em 
ployed  as  an  inspector,  in  which  I  readily  acquiesced,  as  Con- 
gress had  given  him  the  rank  and  pay  of  lieutenant  colonel. 

"I  should  do  injustice,  if  I  were  to  be  longer  silent  with 
regard  to  the  merits  of  Baron  Steuben.  His  knowledge  of 
his  profe&sion,  added  to  the  zeal  which  he  has  displayed  since 
he  began  upon  the  functions  of  his  office,  leads  me  to  consider 
him  us  an  acquisition  to  the  service,  and  to  recommend  him  to 
the  attention  of  Congress.  His  expectations  with  respect  to 
rank  extend  to  that  of  major  general.  His  finances,  he  in- 
genuously confesses,  will  not  admit  of  his  serving  without  the 
incidental  emoluments,  and  Congress,  I  presume,  from  his 
character  and  their  own  knowledge  of  him,  will,  withont  dif- 
ficulty, gratify  him  in  these  particulars. 

"  The  baron  is  sensible  that  our  situation  requires  a  few  va- 
riations, in  the  duties  of  his  ofiice,  from  the  general  practice  in 
Europe,  and  particularly  that  they  must  be  more  comprehen- 
sive, in  which,  as  well  as  in  his  instructions,  he  has  skillfully 
yielded  to  circumstances.  The  success  which  has  hitherto  at- 
tended the  plan,  enables  me  to  request,  with  confidence,  the 
ratification  of  Congress,  and  is,  I  think,  a  pledge  of  the 
establishment  of  a  well  combined  general  system,  which  in- 
surmountable obstacles  have  hitherto  opposed." 

Congress  answered  this  letter,  by  the  following  resolution^ 
on  the  6  th  of  May,  1778,  viz.: — 
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*'That  Congress  approve  of  General  Washington's  plan  for 
the  institution  of  a  well-organized  inspectorship.  That  Baron 
Steuben  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  inspector  general,  with 
the  rank  and  pay  of  major  general,  his  pay  to  commence  from 
the  time  he  joined  the  army  and  entered  into  service  of  the 
United  States.  That  there  be  two  ranks  of  inspectors  under 
the  direction  of  the  inspector  general ;  the  first  to  supeiintend 
two  or  more  brigades,  and  the  second  to  bo  charged  with  the 
inspection  of  only  one  brigade."* 

"The  honor,"  says  Steuben  on  the  16th  of  May,  1778,f  in 
reply,  "  I  have  lately  received  at  your  hands,  has  afforded  me 
80  much  the  greater  pleasure,  as  it  was  unsolicited.  The  suc- 
cess ray  efforts  have  already  met  with,  adds  not  a  little  to  the 
satisfaction  I  feel  on  this  occasion.  I  shall  endeavor  to  de- 
serve, more  find  more,  the  good  opinion  you  have  entertained 
of  me  in  intrusting  me  with  so  extensive  a  department  as  the 
inspection  of  your  army.  Please,  gentlemen,  to  accept  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  confidence  you  have  placed  in  me,  and 
the  opportunity  you  have  afforded  me  of  being  useful  to  you." 

On  the  4th  of  May  the  news  of  the  French  alliance  had 
reached  the  camp.  Suddenly  the  public  distress  seemed  to  bo 
forgotten  amidst  univereal  joy.  Dinners,  toasts,  songs, /ewcc  de 
joie  and  rejoicings  were  general  throughout  the  army;  satis- 
faction and  happiness  were  depicted  in  every  countenance, 
and  everybody  entertained  the  most  sanguine  hopes  for  the 
future.  These  dreams  and  hopes,  however,  were  a  little  too 
much  ahead  of  the  embarrassment  and  difficulties  of  the  pres- 
ent situation.  Supposhig  that  immediate  peace  would  be  the 
natural  consequence  of  the  French  alliance,  hundreds  and 
tliousands  relaxed  their  exertions  for  the  common  good,  and 
thus  endanccered  the  success  of  the  Rovolution. 

Steuben,  although  not  belonging  to  this  class  of  expectant 
citizens,  nevei-thelcss,  to  some  extent,  shared  their  expecta- 

♦  Journals  of  Congres«s  (Dunlap'H  edition),  vol  iv.,  pp.  261  and  262. 
f  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  xi. 
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tions  in  the  probability  of  an  early  conclasion  of  peaco.  This 
is  not  surprising  when  it  is  remembered  that  he  had  been  bat 
a  short  time  in  America,  and  was,  consequently,  in  some  raeap 
sure,  unacquainted  with  the  full  extent  of  the  exasperated 
feelings  which  existed  between  Great  Britain  and  her  revo- 
lutionary colonies.  Anxious  to  engage  in  the  cause  of  his 
adopted  country  for  its  independence,  and  feeling  his  ability  and 
desire  to  exert  his  talents  and  cx]:>enence,  he  feared  any  inter* 
vention  which  could  possibly  have  prevented  him  from  using 
them  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

"  I  congratulate  you" — so  he  writes  on  the  Vth  of  May, 
1778,  to  Henry  Laurens,  then  President  of  Congress* — "ou 
the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  court  of  France, 
as  honorable  as  advantageous  to  both  powers.  I  esteem  my- 
self extremely  happy  in  being  in  America  at  so  interesting  an 
epoch,  and  feel  a  sensible  pleasure  in  seeing  the  independence 
of  America  established  on  so  solid  a  basis.  I  may  not,  per- 
haps, have  an  opportunity  of  drawing  my  sword  in  your  cause, 
but  no  matter,  be  free  and  happy,  and  I  shall  not  regret  my 
having  undertaken  the  voyage  to  offer  you  my  services." 

"  It  is  my  opinion,"  answers  H.  Laurens,  very  justly,  on 
the  11th  of  May,  1778,  "  that  we  aie  not  to  roll  down  a  green 
bank  and  toy  away  the  ensuing  summer.  There  is  blood, 
much  blood  in  our  prospect,  and  in  all  appearance,  iu  my  view, 
there  will  be  opportunity  and  incitement  to  unsheath  your 
sword.  Britain  will  not  be  hummed  by  a  stroke  of  policy ; 
she  will  be  very  angry,  and  if  she  is  to  fall,  her  fall  will  be 
glorious.  We,  who  know  her,  ought  to  be  prepared.  A  pow- 
erful anny  in  our  fields  may,  I  should  say,  will,  be  the  only 
means  of  securing  an  honorable  peace.  If  we  universally 
adopt  and  indulge  the  idea  of  peace,  it  would  be  presump- 
tuous in  me  to  intimate  to  a  gentleman  of  Baron  Steuben's 
experience,  what  probably  will  bo  the  jjonsequeuce.     I  am 

♦  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol  xL 
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desirous  of  banishing  from  the  minds  of  the  people  the  assur- 
ance, even  the  hopes,  of  a  peace  for  the  present  year." 

The  general-in-chief  wished  that  Steuben  sliould  celebrate 
the  alliance  by  a  great  maneuver  with  the  entire  army,  which 
went  off  marvelously  well.  Major  Generals  Lord  Stirling  / 
commanded  on  the  right,  Lafayette  on  the  left,  and  Baron  ( 
Dc  Kalb  on  the  second  line.  A  cannon  shot  announced  the  ad- 
vance of  the  army  in  five  columns,  which,  having  taken  up 
their  position  on  the  heights,  deployed  and  fired  Vifeu  de  joie, 
Washington  gave  a  grand  dinner.  Before  the  party  sat  down, 
he  handed  Steuben  the  commission  of  major  general  and  in- 
spector general  of  the  army,  that  Congress  had  just  sent  him.* 
On  the  following  day  he  issued  the  following  general  order : 

"The  commander-in  chief  takes  great  pleasure  m  acquaint- 
ing the  army  that  its  conduct  yesterday  afforded  him  tlie 
highest  satisfaction.  The  exactness  and  order  with  which  all 
its  movements  were  formed,  is  a  pleasing  evidence  of  the  prog- 
ress it  has  made  in  military  improvement,  and  of  the  perfec- 
tion to  which  it  may  ari-ive  by  a  continuance  of  that  laudable 
zeal  which  now  so  happily  prevails.  The  general,  at  the  same 
time,  presents  his  thanks  to  Baron  Steuben,  and  the  gentlemen 
acting  under  him,  for  their  exertions  in  the  duties  of  their  office, 
the  good  effects  of  which  are  already  so  apparent,  and  for  the 
care,  activity  and  propriety  with  which  they  conducted  the 
business  of  yesterday." 

The  act  of  May  5th,  1778,  creating  Steuben  an  American 
major  general,  and  making  his  appointment  as  inspector  gen- 
eral definite,  instead  of  being  approved  of  by  the  superior  offi- 
cers, was  the  signal  for  a  cabal,  at  the  head  of  which  were  three 
major  generals  (Lee,  Lafayette  and  Mifflin),  who,  being  senior 
to  him,  lost  nothing  by  his  appointment,  and  nearly  all  the 
brigadier  generals.  Not  suspecting  any  thing,  Steuben  con- 
tinued to  maneuver  his  battalions,  brigades  and  divisions. 
All  of  a  sudden,  an  order  was  issued  that   major  generals 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papers.    Spraguo. 
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ahouhl,  iu  future,  exercise  their  di\i8ions  themselves,  and  thai 
brigadiei's  should  do  likewise  with  their  brigades,  bnt  that 
they  should  not  depart  from  tlie  system  laid  down  by  the 
inspcetor  general.  Steuben  afterwards  learned  that  the  ma- 
jor generals  complained  of  the  too  great  authority  of  the 
inspector  general  in  being  able  to  call  out  the  brigades  when* 
ever  and  however  he  pleased,  and  other  absurdities  of  a  similar 
nature.  Steuben,  mortified  as  he  was  to  find  his  operations 
checked  when  they  were  making  such  progress,  concealed  his 
annoyance  as  well  as  he  could,  and  compensated  himself  by 
the  satisfaction  ho  experienced  in  visiting  the  camp  twice  a 
day.  He  never  found  a  major  general  exercising  his  division, 
nor  a  brigadier  his  brigade. 

Steuben  referred  to  this  time  five  years  later  in  the  follow- 
ing words:*  "All  the  brigadier  generals  threatened  to  quit 
the  seiTice.  I,  however,  in  no  way  changed  my  conduct;  I 
continually  pursued  the  object  I  had  in  view,  and  flattered 
nobody,  even  not  the  general-in-chief.  The  nature  of  my 
office  in  the  army  obliged  me  to  a  severity  to  which  our 
of!icei*s  were  then  little  accustomed,  but  I  w.as  equally  severe 
towards  my  iurerioi*s,  and  am  so  still  at  present.  And  here 
is  my  greatest  triumph.  The  same  bi-igadiers  who  opposed 
the  insi>ectorship,  are  eager  to-day  to  serve  under  my  orders. 
These  same  officers,  whom  I  never  had  flattered,  honor 
me  now  with  the  title  of  friend  and  father.  In  the  mili- 
tary career  the  testimony  of  the  inferiors  is  the  most  honor- 
able; our  subalterns  use  to  bo  our  most  severe  judges.  Tlie 
affection  and  estimation  of  my  officers  fill  my  heait  with  the 
greatest  pride  and  satisfaction.'' 

This  jealousy,  on  the  part  of  the  general  officers,  emana- 
ting from  their  entire  ignorance  of  the  indispensable  neces- 
sity of  military  order  and  subordination,  proved,  in  the 
highest  degree,  detrimental  to  the  progress  of  discipline. 
Just  when  things  were  in  the  best  train,  a  sudden  stop  was 

*  Stoubcn  MS.  Fapcna^  voL  xiil 
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put  to  them.  Stcaben,  in  the  interest  of  the  army  defended 
his  system,  but  thought  it  prudent  to  yield  somewhat  rather 
than  endeavor  to  stem  the  torrent  of  prejudice.  Tlie  bad 
conscqaences  of  this  interruption  and  curtailing  of  the  in- 
spectorship was  a  greater  calamity  for  the  troops  than  the 
loss  of  a  battle.  The  members  of  Congress,  and  those  who 
participated  in  the  suspicions  of  the  general  ofHcers,  injured 
their  own  cause  by  giving  way  to  their  feelings,  which  is  best 
expressed  in  a  letter  of  Alexander  Hamilton  to  William  Duer, 
and  which,  although  wTitten  in  June,  1778,  may  be  inserted  hero 
as  an  impartial  illustration  of  the  opposition  made  to  Steuben. 

"  I  take  the  liberty,"  says  he,*  "  to  trouble  you  with  a  few 
hints  on  a  matter  of  some  importance.  Baron  Steuben,  who 
will  be  the  bearer  of  this,  waits  on  Congress  to  have  his  office  ar- 
ranged upon  some  decisive  and  permanent  footing.  It  will  not 
be  amiss  to  be  on  your  guard.  The  baron  is  a  gentleman  for 
whom  I  have  a  particular  esteem,  and  whose  zeal,  intelligence, 
and  success,  the  consequence  of  both,  entitle  him  to  the  great- 
est credit.  But  I  am  apprehensive,  with  nil  his  good  qualities, 
a  fondness  for  power  and  importance,  natural  to  every  man, 
may  lead  him  to  wish  for  more  extensive  prerogatives  in  his 
department  than  it  will  be  for  the  good  of  the  service  to  gi*ant. 
I  should  be  sorry  to  excite  any  prejudice  agahist  him  on  this 
account ;  perhaps  I  may  l>e  mistaken  in  my  conjecture.  The 
caution  I  give  will  do  no  harm  if  I  am  right ;  if  I  am  not,  it 
may  be  useful.  In  either  case,  the  baron  deserves  to  be  con- 
sidered  as  a  valuable  man,  and  treated  with  all  the  deference 
which  good  policy  will  warrant. 

"  On  the  first  institution  of  this  office,  the  general  allowed 
him  to  exercise  more  ample  powers  than  would  be  proper  for 
a  continuance.  They  were  necessary  in  the  commencement, 
to  put  things  in  a  train  with  a  degree  of  dispatch  which  the 
exigency  of  our  affairs  required  ;  but  it  has  been  necessary  to 
restrain  them,  even  earlier  than  was  intended.    The  novelty 

♦  Alexander  Hnmilton's  Works,  L,  66. 
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of  tbe  office  excited  questions  about  its  boundaries ;  the  ex- 
tent of  its  operations  alarmed  the  officers  of  every  rank  for 
their  own  rights.  Their  jealousies  and  discontents  were  ii»> 
ing  to  a  height  that  threatened  to  overturn  the  whole  plan.  It 
became  necessary  to  apply  a  remedy.  The  general  has  de- 
lineated the  functions  of  the  iuspectorahip  in  general  orders,  a 
copy  of  which  will  be  sent  to  Congress.  The  plan  b  good,  aud 
satisfactory  to  the  army  in  general. 

^^  It  may  be  improved,  but  it  will  be  unsafe  to  deviate  es- 
sentially from  it.  It  is,  of  course,  the  general's  intention  that 
whatever  regulations  are  adopted  by  him,  should  undergo 
the  revision  and  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress ;  but  it  is 
indispensable,  in  the  present  state  of  our  army,  that  he  should 
have  the  power,  from  time  to  time,  to  introduce  and  authorize 
the  reformation  necessary  in  our  system.  It  is  a  work  which 
must  be  done  by  occasion nl  and  gradual  steps,  and  ought  to 
be  intrusted  to  a  person  on  the  spot,  who  is  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  all  our  defects,  and  has  judgment  sufficient  to 
adopt  the  progressive  remedies  they  require.  The  plan  estab- 
lished by  Congress,  on  a  report  of  the  board  of  war  when 
Conway  was  appointed,  appears  to  me  exceptionable  in  many 
respects.  It  makes  the  inspector  independent  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief; confers  powers  which  would  produce  univer- 
sal opposition  in  the  army  ;  and,  by  making  the  previous  con- 
currence of  the  board  of  war  requisite  to  the  introduction  of 
every  regulation  which  should  be  found  necessary,  opens  sach 
a  continuous  source  of  delay  as  would  defeat  the  usefulness  of 
the  institution.  Let  the  commander-in-chief  introduce,  and 
the  legislature  afterward  ratify  or  reject,  as  they  shall  think 
proper.  Perhaps  you  will  not  differ  much  from  me,  when  I 
suppose  that,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  board  of  war,  the  former 
scheme  was  a  freak  of  faction,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  re 
nounced. 

"  There  is  one  thing  which  the  baron  has  much  at  heart, 
which,  in  good  policy,  he  can  by  no  means  be  indulged  in  :  it 
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b  the  power  of  enforcing  that  part  of  discipline  which  wo  un- 
derstand by  subordination,  or  an  obedience  to  orders.  This 
power  can  only  be  properly  lodged  with  the  commaiuler-in- 
chiet,  and  would  inflame  the  whole  army  if  put  into  other 
hands.  Each  captain  is  vested  with  it  in  his  company  ;  each 
colonel  in  his  regiment ;  each  general  in  his  particular  com- 
mand ;  and  the  command er-in-cliief  in  the  whole." 

It  can  easily  be  imagined  that,  under  these  circumstances, 
Steuben  tried  in  vain  to  get  the  duties  of  his  office  settled  on  a 
more  permanent  basis.  It  took  him  more  than  four  years  to 
convince  the  army  and  Congress  of  the  necessity  for  adopting 
his  plans.  For  the  present,  however,  we  have  to  refer  to  the 
correspondence  which  Steuben,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  had 
with  the  board  of  war,  and  which  shows  that  both  corres- 
ponding paities  can  not  be  made  answerable  for  the  delay  in 
putting  their  proposals  in  execution. 

"I  am  sensible,"  writes  he,  on. the  27th  of  May,  1778,* 
"  that  my  duty  obliges  me  to  submit  my  operations  to  the 
approbation  of  the  board  of  war.  This  I  should  have  already 
done  had  I  not  looked  upon  the  few  instructions  I  have  given 
as  a  mere  essay  till  it  should  please  the  honorable  Congress  to 
confide  in  me  the  office  of  inspector  general  of  the  army, 

"  The  dispositions  I  have  hitherto  made,  have  been  under 
the  title  of  instructions.  I  am  well  aware  that  it  is  not  the 
business  of  the  inspector  general  to  make  any  regulations 
without  the  approval  of  the  board  of  war.  These  instruc- 
tions I  presented  to  the  commander-in-chief  before  I  put  them 
io  execution,  and  as  they  were  given  just  as  circumstances 
and  our  present  situation  required,  it  is  necessary  that  they 
should  be  corrected  and  put  in  order,  before  they  are  submit- 
ted to  the  board  of  war,  to  be  regularly  established. 

"  On  my  arrival  at  the  army  the  commander-in-chief  pro- 
posed that  I  should  sketch  out  a  plan  of  the  duties  of  the 
oflice  of  inspector  general,  to  introduce  uniformity  in   the 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  i. 
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service,  in  the  exercises,  maneuvers,  discipline,  and  police  of 
the  army.  The  regulations  of  the  Prussian,  French  and  En- 
glish armies,  did  not  appear  to  me  exactly  adapted  to  the 
present  circumstances  of  our  army.  It  was,  therefore,  necea- 
8ary  to  find  out  some  other  means  of  obtaining  the  end  we 
ilcsirecl.  I  drew  the  subjoined  plan,  which,  having  been  sub- 
mitted to  IiLs  Excellency,  was  approved  of,  and  thought 
worthy  of  being  put  into  execution. 

"  His  Excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  confide  the  direction 
of  it  to  me  as  a  volunteer.  Though  it  was  nearly  thirty  years 
since  I  had  had  any  thing  to  do  with  that  department,  I  haz- 
arded the  enterprise  and  commenced  with  the  infantry. 

"I  had  as  aj«si8tants,  William  Davies  of  the  Virginia  ti*oop«^ 
Colonel  Brooks  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  Colonel  Barber  of  New 
Jersey — all  ofiicei's  of  merit — and  Mr.  Ternant,  a  French  gen- 
tleman who  s])caks  English  perfectly,  and  who,  in  addition  to 
considerable  military  knowledge,  has  the  greatest  zeal  and 
activity,  and  bchig  already  settled  in  this  country,  may  bo 
regarded  as  a  citizen.  lie  has  undertaken  the  department  of 
inspector  as  a  volunteer,  and  has  not  yet  demanded  any  rank, 
though  he  has  merited  it  by  the  })ains  he  has  taken  and  the 
progress  of  the  brigades  committed  to  his  care.  Besides  those 
four  adjutants  the  conuuander-in-chief  made  choice  of  a  field 
oflScer  from  each  brigade,  as  inspector  of  the  brigade.  Cap- 
tain Walker  of  the  second  New  York  regiment,  who,  besides 
his  knowledge  of  the  French  language,  possesses  every  quality 
of  a  good  officer,  was  attached  to  me  as  an  aid-de-camp. 

"  To  the  assistance  of  these  gentlemen  I  owe  the  little  suc- 
cess I  have  had,  and  which  now  begins  to  be  perceptible. 

^'  In  sketching  out  the  plan  for  an  inspector  genei*al,  I  fixed 
upon  three  objects : 

"  1st.  Not  to  burthen  the  States  with  a  number  of  officei*s 
for  that  department  only,  the  appointment  of  whom  would 
have  been  a  great  expense. 

"  2d.  To  employ  as  much  as  possible  American  officers  in 
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that  department,  on  whose  services  the  States  could  always 
depend,  the  majority  of  the  foreigners  being  likely  to  quit  the 
aervice  either  during  or  after  the  war. 

"  3d.  To  employ  in  that  department  officei-s  who  had  al- 
ready acquired  a  reputation  in  the  army,  in  whom  the  officers 
and  soldiers  would  have  most  confidence. 

"  The  return  of  the  Marquis  De  Lafayette  obliged  mo  to 
add  one  to  the  number  of  inspectors  in  the  person  of  Colonel 
De  Fleury,  who  requested  to  be  employed  in  that  department. 
The  merits  of  this  officer  are  well  known  to  the  army.  lie 
is  well  acquainted  with  the  English  language  and  has  every 
requisite  quality,  so  that  the  commander-in-chief  appointed 
bim  inspector  of  the  corps  under  General  Sraallwood,  where 
he  executed  the  instructions  I  have  given  him,  with  the  utmost 
success.  This,  gentlemen,  is  the  footing  on  which  the  estab- 
lishment is  at  present.  The  short  time,  the  situation  of  the 
army  and  a  variety  of  other  circumstances  have  prevented  me 
from  making  greater  progress.  I  have  hitherto  confined  my- 
self to  a  uniform  formation  of  the  troops  (which  I  have  regu- 
lated as  nearly  as  possible  in  conformity  with  the  new  arrange- 
ment of  regiments  which  Congress  has  resolved  to  introduce), 
to  an  easy  marching  exercise,  and  a  few  evolutions  to  enable 
the  officera  to  form  some  idea  of  the  way  to  conduct  their 
corps. 

"  We  have  not  taught  the  soldiers  yet,  however,  the  ele- 
mentary principles,  nor  have  I  ever  instructed  them  in  the 
manual  exercise.  Indeed,  discipline  Ls  as  yet  scarcely  touch(»d 
upon.  A  uniformity  in  the  service  of  the  guards  is  beginning 
to  show  itself,  but  there  has  not  been  any  review  of  the  troops. 
In  all  these  things  I  was  obliged  to  submit  to  circumstances, 
which,  as  I  before  observed,  have  hindered  me  from  proceeding 
further." 

Steuben  says  in  another  memorial,  "  I  began  by  forming 
battalions  of  the  strength  of  about  half  a  regiment,  according 
to  the  new  arrangement,  L  €.,  of  about  two  hundred  rank  and 
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file,  and  08  the  strength  of  the  regiments  differed  so  ooiiflider> 
ably,  I  divided  the  brigades  into  battalions,  according  to  their 
numbers,  in  order  to  make  the  corps  nearly  eqnal  in  strength. 
In  a  word,  I  made  use  of  such  means  as  I  foun>l  at  hand  to 
•iffcet,  Jis  far  as  I  could,  regularity  in  service,  and  I  can  say 
that  the  arrangements  I  made  2>fo  tempore  produced  a  good 
-.ttcct." 

"The  board,"  answered  Richard  Petei*s,  by  their  order, 
on  the  2d  of  June,  1778,*  "have  had  the  favor  of  your  letters 
and  papers  by  Mr.  Temaiit,  with  whom  they  have  had  much 
^nd  very  satisfactory  conversation  on  the  subject  of  the  in- 
•ipection  ;  but  find  that  your  orders  and  letters  give  sufficient 
hiformation  to  show  the  necessity  and  great  utility  of  your  de- 
partment, from  which  the  board  promise  tlicmselves,  on  the 
public  behalf,  the  most  pertnauent  and  substantial  advantages. 

"Many  of  the  regulations,  however  proper  and  wise,  we 
perceive  are  only  temporary,  and  therefore  can  not  be  inter- 
woven into  a  system.  As  it  requires  much  time  to  perfect  the 
arrangement  in  all  its  parts,  and  to  establish  certain  rules  for 
present  as  well  as  future  government,  the  board  desire  you  will 
proceed  as  you  have  begun,  for  the  present,  and  they  have 
drawn  up  a  rejx)rt  to  Congress,  to  give  weight  to  your  orders 
and  plans  of  discipline ;  and  the  determination  of  Congress 
thereupon  will  be  communicated  to  you  in  its  right  season." 

The  plan  just  alluded  to,  and  the  motives  which  led  to  its 
formation,  read  as  follows :  f 

"  The  board  having  received  sundry  letters  from  the  Baron 
Steuben,  with  accounts  of  his  proceedings  and  copies  of  his 
orders  and  arrangements,  and  having  conversed  with  Mr.  Ter- 
nant,  sent  by  the  baron  lor  the  purpose  of  giving  further  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  are  happy  lo  find  that  the  business 
of  the  inspection  has  produced  much  reformation  in  the  arti- 
cle of  discipline ;  and  as  the  department  has  experimentally 
proved  itself  of  great  importance,  the  board  think  it  well  de- 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol  i.  t  ^^i^i  ^^^  ^^^ 
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serves  the  immediate  attention  of  Congress,  and  they  have 
sabmitted  the  following  resolutions  for  consideration,  which 
are  formed  agreeably  to  the  baron's  and  the  opinion  of  the 
board,  resulting  from  the  information  they  have  received  of 
the  matter : 

^^jResolvedy  That  there  be  but  one  inspector  general  of  the 
armies  of  the  United  States. 

"  That  there  be  an  assistant  inspector  general  in  each  mili- 
tary department  of  these  States  where  an  army  is  stationed, 
and  Congress  shall  judge  the  appointment  necessary. 

"  That  there  be  as  many  inspectors,  and  bngade  inspectors, 
under  the  immediate  ordei*s  of  the  inspector  general,  with  the 
grand  army,  or  in  the  several  departments,  as  the  inspector 
general  and  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  respective  de- 
partments for  the  time  being,  shall  deem  necessary ;  that  the 
said  inspectors  shall  be  recommended  to  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  or  the  commanders- 
in-chief  of  the  several  departments  by  the  inspector  general, 
and  if  approved  by  him  and  them  respectively,  their  names 
and  duties  are  to  be  returned  to  the  board  of  war,  who  are 
to  report  the  same  to  Congress.  These  inspectors  to  be  of 
the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonels  or  majors,  and  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  line,  with  such  exceptions  with  regard  to  foreigners  having 
no  rank  in  the  line,  as  the  commander-in-chief  shall  think 
proper. 

"  That  the  inspector  general,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  shall  make  such  regulations  for  the  dis- 
cipline nnd  police  of  the  army,  reporting  the  same  to  the  board 
of  war,  OS  the  service  shall  require  from  time  to  time,  until  a 
permanent  system  can  be  established  for  the  inspection  by 
Congress;  and  all  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  armies  of  the 
United  States  are  directed  to  pay  due  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  the  inspector  general  and  assistant  inspectors  general,  on 
matters  of  miHtary  discipHne  and  police,  signiiidd  personally  or 
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through  the  several  inspectors  and  brigade  inspectors,  under 
pain  of  being  subject  to  a  trial  by  court  martial,  and  punished 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  offense,  as  a  court  martial  shall 
think  proper. 

"  That  the  inspector  general  shall  have  liberty  to  select  six 
young  gentlemen,  natives  or  residents  in  these  States,  as  vol- 
unteers, who  shall  be  equipped  at  Continental  expense,  as  light 
dragoons,  be  engaged  for  one  year,  and  receive  the  pay  and 
rations  of  ensigns.  These  young  gentlemen  are  to  be  under 
the  command  of  a  skillful  person,  to  be  instructed  how  to  take 
points  of  view,  help  lay  out  a  camp,  to  direct  the  arti6cers  in 
the  opening  the  way  far  a  column,  to  lead  columns  on  a 
march,  to  reconnoiter  and  sketch  out  the  routes,  to  carry  or- 
ders, and  such  other  proper  service  as  the  inspector  general 
shall  direct. 

"  That  a  secretary  of  inspection,  with  the  pay  of  a  brigade 
major,  be  appointed,  to  be  nominated  by  the  inspector  gen- 
eral, with  the  approbation  of  General  Washington,  to  bo  re- 
ported to  Congress  for  the  appointment. 

"That  the  inspector  general  be  authorized  to  appoint  a 
secretary  to  assist  him  in  the  duties  of  his  department,  who 
shall  receive  the  pay,  rations,  and  subsistence  of  a  brigade 
major. 

"That  the  commander-in-chief,  and  the  general  command- 
ing in  each  separate  department,  appoint  as  many  inspectors 
and  brigade  inspectors  as  they  shall  respectively  judge  ne- 
cessary, for  the  aid  of  the  inspector  general  and  assistant  in- 
spectors general,  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  their  offices. 

"That  these  inspectors  and  brigade  inspectors  be  taken 
from  the  line,  with  such  exceptions  in  favor  of  foreigners  as 
the  commander-in-chief,  and  general  commanding  in  each  sep- 
arate department,  shall  judge  proper  to  recommend  to  Con- 
gress, to  appoint  to  the  offi(;e  of  inspector  or  brigade  in- 
spector. 

"  That  the  inspector  general  draw  up  such  instructions  and 
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regulations  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient  for  ful- 
filling the  duties  of  his  department,  and  present  the  same  to 
the  commander-in-chief,  which  being  approved  of  by  him,  the 
inspector  general  will  then  transmit  them  to  the  board  of 
war,  and  being  by  them  established,  the  inspector  general  is 
then  to  transmit  copies  of  them  to  his  assistants  in  separate 
depaiiiments,  which  assistants,  in  performing  the  duties  of  their 
office,  shall  scrupulously  observe  the  instructions  and  regula- 
tioys  so  established,  and  not  attempt  tlie  smallest  alteration, 
without  first  communicating  the  same  to  the  inspector  general, 
which  meeting  his  concurrence  and  the  approbation  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  and  established  by  the  board  of  war, 
shall  then  be  adopted." 

Congress,  however,  did  not  determine  upon  this  plan,  and 
therefore  only  tenii)orary  regulations  could  be  given  by  the 
commander-in-chief.  It  Is  Steuben's  great  merit,  and  it  can 
not  be  too  highly  appreciated,  that  he  wisely  left  to  time  and 
service  to  fix  his  station,  and  that  he  did  not  relax  his  exer- 
tions for  the  benefit  of  the  army.  His  disinterested  course 
forms  a  striking  contrast  to  the  somewhat  mean  envy  of  his 
brother  officers.  Huud  reds  of  others  perhaps  would  have  abated 
their  zeal  and  energy  for  an  army,  the  officers  of  which  attrib- 
uted his  actions  to  the  lowest  personal  vanity  and  ambition. 

To  return,  however,  to  the  camp ;  the  intelligence  of  the 
French  treaty  proved  highly  beneficial  and  encouraging  to  the 
army.  On  the  8th  of  May  a  council  of  war  was  convened,  at 
which,  besides  Major  Generals  Greene,  Gates,  Lord  Stirling, 
Mifflin,  De  Kalb,  Lafayette,  and  Armstrong,  for  the  first  time 
Steuben  was  present,  and  in  which  they  were  requested  by  the 
commander-in-chief  to  decide  what  measures  were  the  best  to 
pursue.  Although  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  coun- 
cil that  it  was  more  advisable  to  remain  on  the  defensive  and 
wait  events,  and  not  attempt  any  offensive  operation  against 
the  enemy,  yet  the  mere  circumstance  of  considering  the  expe- 
diency of  the  offensive,  shows  clearly  that  officers  and  men 
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had  regained  confidence  iu  themselves,  and  that  they  folt 
Btrong  enougli  to  take  again  the  open  field. 

It  is  not  an  idle  conjecture,  but  a  fact  witnessed  by  impar- 
tial CO  temporaries,  that  the  discipline,  order,  and  general  im- 
provements, which  Steuben  introduced  into  the  American 
army,  contributed  chiefly  to  that  reliance  in  a  successful  issue, 
which  they  felt  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  We  have  in 
this  respect  a  highly  creditable  authority  in  Mr.  Page,  who  in  his 
speech,  delivered  on  the  Vth  of  May,  1 790,  before  the  House 
and  in  favor  of  Steuben's  claim  on  the  United  States,  mentions 
as  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  merits  of  Steuben's  discipline, 
that  when  the  Marquis  De  Lafayette,  with  a  detachment  un- 
der his  command,  to  occupy  Barrenhill  on  the  20th  of  May, 
1778,  was  in  danger  of  being  cut  off  on  his  return  to  the  army, 
and  the  commander-in-chief  was  detenniucd  to  support  that 
invaluable  officer,  the  whole  army  was  under  arms  and  ready 
to  march  in  less  than  fifteen  minutes  from  the  time  the  signal 
was  first  given.  "The  orderly  manner,"  says  W.  Gordon,* 
"  in  which  the  Americans  retreated  on  this  occasion,  and  which 
contributed  much  to  their  escaping,  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
improvements  matle  in  their  discipline,  owing  greatly  to  the 
Baron  De  Steuben,  the  inspector  general." 

Finally,  Sir  William  Xapier,  the  historian  of  the  Peninsu- 
lar war,  and,  like  Wellington,  the  sworn  enemy  of  undisciplined 
mass  fighting,  in  objecting  to  the  loose  guerilla  warfare  of  the 
Spaniards,  instances  the  American  example,  to  prove  that  the 
victories  of  the  revolutionary  war  were  not  fought  by  the  un- 
disciplined militia  of  the  first  campaigns,  but  by  the  disciplined 
battalions  of  Valley  Forge. 

The  next  favorable  consequence  of  the  arrival  of  the  French 
treaty  was  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  by  the  British,  which 
was  no  longer  tenable,  now  that  the  Delaware  was  exposed  to 
a  blockade  at  any  moment,  by  the  ariival  of  a  French  fleet 
when  least  expected.  Some  weeks,  however,  passed,  before 
*  Uistory  of  the  War  of  IndciMjnclence,  vol.  iii.,  92. 
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Ciioton  evacuated  the  city,  and  cro8sing  the  Delaware  on  the 
18th  of  June,  1778,  marched  through  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, in  order  to  make  the  Hudson  and  Xew  York  the  basis 
of  the  operations  for  the  ensuing  campaign. 

On  the  same  day  Steuben  went  to  York,  in  order  to  get 
the  duties  and  powers  of  his  department  minutely  defined 
and  settled  by  Congress.  Washington  gave  him  a  letter  to 
the  president,  and  inclosed  a  copy  of  orders  which  were  issued 
on  the  15th  of  June,  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  general  officerSi 
and  to  remove  a  spirit  of*  jealousy  which  but  too  apparently 
was  rising  among  them,  *'  These  contain,"  he  continues,  "  my 
ideas  of  the  principal  duties  of  the  inspector's  office,  and  I  have 
reason  to  think  are  generally  agreeable  to  the  army.  While 
I  am  on  this  subject,  I  must  do  justice  to  the  baron's  intelli- 
gence, zeal  and  indefatigable  industry,  from  which  we  have  ex- 
perienced very  happy  eftects."  * 

These  orders  degraded  the  inspector's  office  to  that  of  * 
drill-sergeant,  and  in  their  harmless  shape  were  of  course  found 
satisfactory.     They  prescribe  the  following  rules  :f 

"Till  the  duties  of  the  office  of  inspector  general  shall  bi> 
defined  and  fixed  by  Congress,  the  commander-in-chief  thinks 
proper  to  establish  the  following  plan : 

"The  functions  of  it  are  to  comprehend  the  instituting  the 
system  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  exercise  of  the  troops 
in  the  manual  and  maneuvers  for  their  formation,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exercising  on  guard  and  on  detachment,  and  for  camp 
and  garrison  duty,  by  which  is  to  be  understood  w^hatever 
relates  to  the  service  of  guards,  the  ordinary  routine  of  duty 
in  and  the  internal  police  of  camps  and  garrisons,  in  the  exe 
ciition  of  which  rules  and  regulations  the  inspector  general 
ami  his  assistants  shall  be  employed  as  hercafior  specified.  All 
rules  and  regulations  shall  first  be  n]>provo(l  and  authorized  by 
the  commander-in-chief,  and  either  publisliou  in  general  orders 
or  otherwise  communicated  through  the  a'.ljulaiit  general,  from 

♦  Washington's  "Writings,  vol.  v.,  409.       f  Stcubcii  US.  Papers,  Utica. 
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whom  the  division  and  brigade  inspectors  will  receive  them, 
and  communicato  them  to  the  major  generals  and  brigadiens, 
and  to  their  respective  divisions  and  brigades. 

"Tliemajor  generals  will  exercise  their  respective  divisions 
according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  so  established  ;  the  brig- 
adiers their  brigades,  the  colonels  their  regiments,  or  in  the 
absence  of  either,  the  officers  present  next  in  command.  The 
divi«<ion  and  brigade  inspectors  will  assist  in  the  execution, 
under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  major  generals,  brigadiera 
and  colonels  commandant. 

"  Tlie  major  generals  shall  make  such  dis|x>sitions  as  they 
think  proper  for  grand  maneuvers  in  their  own  divisions,  and 
the  brigadiers  in  their  own  brigades,  conforming  exactly  to 
the  general  principles  of  maneuvers,  which  shall  be  estab- 
lished. 

"  Grand  maneuvers  will  be  occasionally  executed  by  the 
inspector  general  with  particular  brigades,  or  with  detach- 
ments from  the  line,  of  which  previous  notice  will  be  given  in 
general  orders,  and  of  the  corps  w'hich  are  to  perform  them. 

"  The  inspector  general  will  occasionally  attend  the  troops 
while  exercising.  His  directions  relative  to  the  exercise  and 
agreeable  to  the  rules  laid  down,  are  to  be  observed  by  every 
officer  of  inferior  rank  who  may  command.  When  any  new 
maneuver  is  to  be  introduced,  it  is  in  the  first  instance  to  bo 
performed  by  the  division  or  brigade  inspector,  after  which 
the  brigadier  or  colonel  wuU  take  the  command.  Each  division 
inspector  shall  attend  his  major  general  when  he  is  of  the  day, 
and  under  his  directions  assist  the  field  officers  of  the  day  in 
examining  whether  the  duty  of  the  guards  is  performed  accord- 
ing to  rule.  Each  brigade  inspector  shall  likewise  attend  his 
brigadier  when  he  is  of  the  day  for  the  same  purpose. 

"  On  the  daily  parade  of  the  guards  the  inspector  general 
or  the  sub-inspector  of  the  day  is  to  exercise  the  parade  under 
the  orders  of  the  major  general  of  the  day. 

"  The  division  and  brigade  inspectors  are  immediately  to 
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furnish  their  respective  major  and  brigadier  generals  with  all 
the  regulations  which  have  been  heretofore  made." 

Steuben  feigned  not  to  understand  the  bearing  of  these 
orders,  or,  perhaps,  he  did  not  imagine  at  that  time  that  the 
general  officers  wanted  the  removal  of  the  inspector  general 
rather  than  the  increase  of  their  own  labor.  Before  settinij 
out  for  York,  he  wrote,  on  the  18th  of  June,  1778,  to  Wash- 
ington :* 

"  It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  see  that  your  Excellency 
has  taken  such  a  wise  step  in  my  department,  as  to  engage  the 
general  officers  and  field  officers  of  regiments  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  tlie  troops  in  our  daily  exercise.  Nothing  could  be 
more  useful  in  the  present  moment.  I  had  wished,  some  time 
ago,  it  might  soon  be  the  case;  but,  in  the  meanwhile,  I  was 
endeavoiing,  with  the  gentlemen  under  me,  to  make  tlie  offi- 
cei*s  and  soldiers  a  little  more  perfect,  in  order  to  enable  the 
general  officei-s  to  pass  immediately  to  grand  maneuvers,  and 
save  them  the  trouble  of  descending  to  those  toilsome  and 
fastidious  details  which  we  cheerfully  encountered  from  the 
beginning  for  the  good  of  the  service.  No  pains  will  be  spared 
on  my  part  to  help  on  the  general  officers,  and  I  shall  always 
think  myself  happy  if  I  can  contribute  in  any  manner  what- 
ever to  the  advancement  of  the  American  army,  and  prove  a 
useful  instrument  in  your  hands.  As  it  will  take  a  few  days 
for  the  general  officers  to  become  acquainted  and  familiar  with 
the  instructions  and  principles  heretofore  approved  of  and  es- 
tablished by  your  Excellency,  and  for  the  officers  and  soldiers 
to  arrive  to  a  tolerable  degree  of  perfection  in  the  perform- 
ance of  the  evolutions  and  maneuvers  before  practiced,  I  will 
seize  this  opportunity,  with  your  Excellency's  leave,  to  take 
a  short  journey  to  York,  there  to  settle  some  affairs  with 
my  friend  Mr.  De  Francy,  and  take  my  leave  of  him  before  he 
goes  to  South  Carolina,  as  Congress  has  not  yet  come  to  any 
positive  determination  about  the  department.  If  your  Excel* 
♦  Departmont  of  MS.  RtJito  Papers  in  Washinpfton,  vol.  xxiv.,  p.  46. 
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lency  foresees  that  I  can  be  of  some  use,  I  beg  yon  will  ^ve 
me  such  orders  and  directions  about  the  whole  as  you  think 
proper.  I  must  likewise  beseech  your  Excellency  to  give  mo 
the  satisfaction  to  let  me  know  whether  you  are  satisfied,  as  I 
am,  with  the  officers  your  Excellency  has  appointed  inspectors 
under  me,  and  whether  you  are  willing  to  have  them  continued 
in  the  exercise  of  that  office.  I  will  likewise  propose  to  your 
Excellency  the  reuniting  the  office  of  brigade  inspector  to  that 
of  bngade  major,  with  the  denominations  of  brigade  majors, 
which  officers  will  be  taken  from  the  line  of  majors,  and  not  as 
it  was  before,  some  being  captains,  othei's  majors  or  colonels. 
There  is  such  an  analogy  between  both  offices  as  renders  it,  in 
my  opinion,  almost  indispensable  to  join  them  in  one  office, 
were  it  but  to  prevent  difficulties  naturally  arising  between 
two  officers  acting  in  two  difterent  analogous  depai-tments, 
between  which  there  is  no  certain  line  drawn.  Upon  these 
different  heads  I  beg  your  Excellency's  opinion  and  orders." 

Congress,  however,  left  the  matter  undecided,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed  its  settlement.  This  was  bad  policy,  and  full 
of  bad  results.  The  army  was  no  longer  drilled,  and,  conse- 
quently, could  not  be  brought  to  that  perfection  which  guaran- 
tied victory,  and  which,  at  less  expense  of  life,  blood,  and 
money,  would  sooner  have  secured  success  to  the  Americau 
eagle. 
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IMMEDIATELY  after  the  nows  of  the  evacuation  of  Phila- 
delphia had  reached  the  head-quarters  of  thearniy,  Wash- 
ington quitted  Valley  Forge,  crossed  the  Delaware  some  fifti^en 
miles  above  the  city  at  Corryel's  ferry,  and  went  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy. 

Steuben  hastened  from  York  to  join   the  main    army  in 

New  Jersey,  and  passed,  on  his  way,  tlnough  Philadelphia, 

which  did  not  present,  by  any  means,  a  pleasant  appearance. 

"  The  first  observation  I  made  on  (Mitering  Philadelphia," 
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says  Duponccau,  who  accompanied  Steuben,*  "  waa,  that  tho 
city  had  been  leil  by  tho  British  and  Hessians  in  tho  most 
iilthy  condition.  I  joined  Baron  Steuben  at  the  Slate  House 
in  Second  street,  the  celebrated  boarding  house  so  much 
sj)oken  of  in  Graydon's  Memoirs.  Such  was  the  filth  of  tho 
city  that  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  drink  a  comfortable  dish 
of  tea  that  evening.  As  flist  as  *our  cups  were  filled,  myriads 
of  flies  took  possession  of  them,  and  served  us  as  tho  harpies 
did  the  poor  Trojans  in  the  ^neid.  Some  said  they  were 
Hessian  flies,  and  various  other  jokes  were  cracked  on  tho  oc- 
casion, for  the  evacuation  of  the  city  had  put  us  all  in  good 
spirits,  and  we  enjoyed  ourselves  very  well,  the  filth  notwith- 
standing. The  next  day  a  house  was  provided  for  us  in  New 
street,  where  w^e  staid  but  a  few  days,  being  anxious  to  join 
tho  army.  That  quarter  of  the  city  was  then  inhabited  almost 
entirely  by  Germans ;  hardly  any  other  language  than  the 
German  was  heard  in  the  streets,  or  seen  on  the  signs  in  front 
of  the  shops,  so  that  Baron  Steuben  fancied  himself  again  in 
his  native  country.  A  great  number  of  the  inns  in  town  and 
country  bore  the  sign  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  who  was  very 
popular,  particularly  among  the  Germans.  AYe  were,  however, 
not  captivated  with  the  delights  of  Capua;  Ave  bade  adieu 
to  Philadelphia  and  all  its  German  attractions,  and  joined 
General  Washington's  army  in  New  Jersey." 

The  commander-in-chief  had  sent,  in  the  meanwhile.  Max- 
well's brigade  afler  the  enemy,  and  ordered  that  general  to 
cooperate  with  General  Dickinson,  of  the  New  Jersey  militia, 
in  harassing  and  impeding,  as  much  as  possible,  the  march  of 
the  English.  Lee  and  Wayne  were  soon  after  dispatched, 
each  with  a  division  for  the  same  purpose,  into  Jersey,  and 
ordered  to  follow  the  enemy  closely,  but  to  halt  on  the  first 
strong  ground  and  wait  for  the  main  army,  which  was  advanc- 

*  MS.  Ix? Iters  of  Peter  S.  Duponccau,  vii.  letter,  dated  Philadelphia,  Juno 
24,  18:56. 
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ing  with  great  celerity.  Washington,  eagerly  seeking  a  general 
engagement,  reached  Hopewell,  five  miles  tVoin  Princeton,  on 
the  24th  of  June.  Here  he  held  a  council  of  war,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  its  opinion  about  the  best  mode  of  attacking 
the  British.  No  decision,  however,  was  arrived  at.  Six  of 
the  generals  present,  under  the  leadership  of  Lee,  were  of 
opinion  that  a  general  engagement  ought  to  be  avoided,  and 
not  more  than  fifteen  hundred  men  sent  to  hang  on  the  rear 
of  the  enemy,  and  interfere  with  their  operations ;  the  other 
six — and  among  them  Steuben — were  for  a  battle,  should  fa- 
vorable circumstances  present  themselves.  In  consequence  of 
this  diversity  of  opinion,  Washington  took  his  own  course,  and 
fully  aware  of  his  personal  responsibility  to  the  country  and 
the  reputation  of  the  army,  he  decided  to  avail  himself  of  the 
opportunity  to  give  battle  to  the  retreating  British  army.  In 
execution  of  this  plan  he  ordered  a  large  detachment,  first 
under  Lafayette,  and  afterward  imder  Lee,  to  reinforce  the 
troops  already  close  to  the  enemy,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking 
their  left  flank. 

Clinton  had  moved  slowly  from  Gloucester  Point,  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Delaware,  to  Haddonfield  and  Mount  Holly, 
and  thence  to  Crosswicks  and  AUentown.  From  this  point 
two  roads  led  to  New  York,  one  via  Brunswick  and  South 
Amboy,  the  other  via  Freehold  and  Sandy  Hook. 

Washington's  movements  were  of  course  dependent  on 
the  route  Clinton  mis^ht  select.  In  order  to  ascertain  the 
British  general's  design,  he  sent  Steuben  to  reconnoiter,  a 
service  which  demands  for  its  efficient  fulfillment  the  highest 
order  of  military  capacity,  both  as  a  strategician  and  a  com- 
mander. This  selection  of  Steuben  shows  the  estimation  in 
which  the  commander  in-chief  held  his  character  and  abilities. 

On  the  25th  of  June  Steuben  discovered  that  the  enemy 
was  directing  his  march  from  AUentown  to  Frecihold  and 
Sandy  Hook,  and  having  ascertained  this  important  fact,  he 
immediately  made  it  known  to  the  army.     Oik>  of  his  dis- 


168  LIFE    OF    STEUBEN. 

patches*  to  Brigadier  General  Scott,  dated  Hightstown,  on  the 
26th  of  June,  1778,  three  o'clock,  p.  m.,  reads  as  follows : 

"  Sir  :  By  iotelligeucc  already  forwarded,  you  are,  no 
doubt,  acquainted  that  the  enemy  have  certainly  taken  the 
direct  road  from  Allontown  to  Monmouth  court-house.  I, 
therefore,  submit  to  your  judgment  whether  it  would  not  be 
best  to  advance  your  corps  as  far  as  this  place,  and  make  no 
doubt  you  will  communicate  the  intelligence  you  receive  to 
the  commanding  officers  of  all  our  advanced  corps." 

Clinton,  however,  did  not  reach  the  neighborhood  of  Hon- 
mouth  court-house  until  the  27th  of  June.  Steuben  pursued 
him  closely,  and  communicated  his  obsci-vations  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief in  the  following  report  rf 

"About  two  miles  on  the  left  of  the  Court-Housb, 
Juno  27  th,  12  i  o'clock,  P.  M. 

"  Sir  :  We  arrived  here  this  morning,  and  it  being  the 
btjst  position  we  can  find  to  observe  the  motions  of  the  en- 
emy, have  remained ;  we  have  advanced  our  parties  so  near 
as  to  fire  a  pistol  at  their  horsemen  while  feeding  their  hoi*ses. 
They  now  lay  encamped,  one  line  on  the  main  road  by  the 
court-house,  and  another  line  extended  ou  their  left  from  tho 
head  of  their  column,  which  is  not  advanced  one  hundred  and 
fifty  paces  beyond  the  court-house,  having  sent  a^man  there  to 
discover ;  they  have  some  tents  pitched,  and  their  horses  are 
at  pasture,  and  have  not  the  least  appearance  of  moving. 

"  When  we  first  amved  here,  they  had  a  party  of  infiuitry 
posted  in  a  wood  on  their  left  and  about  five  hundred  paces 
in  our  front,  from  which  we  could  discover  several  detach- 
ments to  go  to  the  adjacent  houses,  two  of  which  they  have 
bunit,  viz.,  Colonel  Henderson's  and  Mr.  Wickoft''8.  So  soon 
as  they  move,  1  shall  endeavor  to  discover  their  route,  and 
immediately  acquaint  you." 

•  Waphinp:ton  MS.  State  Papers,  vol.  xxiv.,  p.  164.  f  Ibidemt 
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While  thus  reconnoitering,  Steuben  suddenly  heard  a  rust- 
ling in  the  wood,  and  looking  toward  it,  saw  two  of  the 
enemy's  light  horse  emerging.  Steuben  had  just  time  to  dis- 
charge his  pistols  before  he  turned  his  horse  and  leaped  a 
fence,  his  hat  falling  off  as  he  rode.  After  this  narrow  escape, 
he  returned  to  the  camp.  The  horsemen  did  not  fire  at  him, 
but  hallooed  to  him  to  stop.  The  two  aids  had  gone  in  suc- 
cession nearer  the  British  than  Steuben.  These,  he  supposed, 
were  captured,  the  horsemen  having  passed  between  him  and 
them.  While  making  his  report  at  head-quarters,  he  was 
sui'prised  by  the  entrance  of  Walker  and  his  companion,  and 
exclaimed,  "  How  is  this  ?  I  thought  you  were  taken  prison- 
ers !"  "  O  no,"  said  Walker,  "  they  were  intent  on  the  high 
prize,  and  overlooked  us  !"  "  Have  you  brought  my  hat  ?" 
"  O  no,  baron,  we  had  not  time."  After  the  battle,  some  pris- 
oners were  brought  to  head-quarters,  and  one  of  them,  after 
being  examined,  addressing  Steuben,  said,  "  I  })elieve,  gen- 
eral, I  had  tlie  honor  of  seeing  you  yesterday,  and  thought 
to  get  a  more  splendid  prize  than  your  hat."  "  Why  did  you 
not  fire  ?"  "  You  were  recognized  by  General  Knyphausen, 
and  our  orders  were  rather  to  take  you,  if  we  could  do  it 
without  harming  you."* 

On  the  next  morning,  the  28th  of  June,  the  memorable 
battle  of  Monmouth  court-house  was  fought.  It  is  beyond  the 
limits  of  our  task  to  give  a  full  description  of  the  events  of  that 
sanguinary  day,  the  particulars  of  which  are  doubtless  familiar 
to  all  our  readers ;  but  it  is  our  duty  to  describe  the  part  taken 
by  Steuben  in  that  battle.  In  all  Amencan  histories,  from  Mar- 
shal down  to  Dawspn.  (who  gives  the  clearest  account  of  the 
battle),!  Steuben's  name  is  scarcely  mentioned  in  connection 
with  it,  except  for  the  promptness  which  the  soldiers  exhibited 
on  that  occasion,  and  which  proved  the  good  effects  of  his  dis- 

*  Verbal  communication  of  John  W.  Mulligan. 

f  Battles  of  tlie  United  States  by  Sea  and  Land,  by  Henry  B.  Dawson. 
New  York,  Johnson,  Fry  &  Co.,  1858,  vol.  I,  385-411. 
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cipliiie.*  Tliis  ni:iy  possibly  be  accounted  for  from  the  fact 
that  ho  held  no  regular  command  in  the  line.  We  will,  how- 
ever, endeavor  briefly  to  supply  this  omission. 

Steuben  says  himself,  in  a  letter  already  quoted,  and  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  De  Frank  at  Hechingen,  "  At  the  battle  of 
Monmouth  I  commanded  on  the  left  wing  of  the  first  line,  and 
was  foitunate  enough  to  decide  the  day  to  our  advantage." 
This  statement  is  wholly  consistent  with  the  other  accounts, 
and  is  corroborated  by  the  events  of  the  day. 

ITie  commander-in-chief  having  been  informed  that  the 
British,  under  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  were  on  the  point  of  quitting 
their  position  and  descending  into  the  plain  which  lies  between 
the  court-house  and  Middletowni,  ordered  (xcueral  Lee  to 
move  forward  with  the  advance,  and  attack  the  enemy  with- 
out delay.  At  the  same  time  the  main  body  was  put  in 
motion  towards  Freehold  to  sustain  him.  The  right  wing 
was  commanded  by  Greene,  and  the  left  by  Lord  Stirling. 
Washington  was  with  the  left  wing,  and  Steuben  was  attached 
to  his  staff. 

When  Clinton,  on  his  march  towards  Middletown,  was 
made  aware  of  General  Lee's  advance,  and  of  the  peril  to 
which  the  detachment  under  Knyphausen  (the  baggage  train 
was  under  the  convoy  of  this  general),  was  exposed,  he  quickly 
saw  that  the  only  way  in  which  he  could  extricate  himself,  was 
to  engage  the  advanced  corps  of  the  Americans  who  menaced 
his  rear.  To  effect  this  purpose  he  assumed  the  offensive,  and 
with  the  divisions  commanded  by  himself  and  Comwallis,  he  re- 
pulsed the  American  vanguard  under  Lee,  and  drove  them  back 
in  disorder.  Washington  came  up  at  this  critical  moment,  and 
seeing  the  confusion  into  which  Lee's  corps  was  thrown,  of 
which  he  had  no  previous  notice,  saw  the  necessity  for  prompt 
and  energetic  action  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  It 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  restore  order  and  collect  the  re- 
treating troops,  to  re-form  them  in  the  roar  of  his  firet  line,  and 
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thus  resist  the  vigorous  attack  of  Clinton  and  Cornwallis.  On 
the  success  of  this  movement  depended  the  fortunes  of  the 
day.  To  execute  a  maneuver  of  such  importance  under  the 
galling  fire  of  the  enemy  required  no  little  coolness  and  decis- 
ion, and  needed  an  officer  accustomed  to  command,  and  in 
whom  the  troops  had  implicit  confidence. 

This  critical  duty  was  intrusted  to  Steuben  on  the  left,  and 
to  Wayne  on  the  right  wing.  The  latter  was  directed  to  form 
his  men,  and  hold  the  enemy  in  check.  Clinton,  reinforced 
by  some  of  Knyphausen's  troops,  attacked  Wayne  at  the  par- 
sonage with  great  spirit.  This  was  the  point  where  the  battle 
WJis  the  fiercest,  and  where  Wayne  entitled  himself  to  a  high 
meed  of  praise.  Tlie  British  were  finally  repulsed,  and  their 
gallant  leader,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Monckton,  killed. 

The  choice  of  Steuben  to  collect  the  men  on  the  left  wing 
was  equally  fortunate.  So  accustomed  had  the  soldiers  be- 
come to  his  direction,  and  so  firmly  did  they  rely  upon  his 
guidance,  that  they,  although  severely  pressed  by  the  enemy, 
wheeled  into  line  with  as  much  precision  as  on  an  ordinary 
parade,  and  with  the  coolness  and  intrepidity  of  veteran  troops. 
Alexander  Hamilton  was  struck  with  this  change,  and  was 
afterwards  heard  to  say  that  he  had  never  known  or  conceived 
the  value  of  military  discipline  till  that  day.* 

Clinton,  after  his  repulse,  moved  the  main  body  of  his  army 
against  the  left  of  the  American  army  under  Lord  Stirling, 
but  the  batteries  were  so  well  served  that  he  was  glad  to  re- 
treat. It  was  here  that  Steuben  wiis  first  engaged,  and  from 
his  statement  before  the  court  martial  against  Lee,  which  we 
quote  below,  we  may  reasonably  I'onclude  that  it  was  he  wiio 
placed  some  of  Stirling's  batteries. 

The  enemy,  after  he  had  been  driven  from  the  left  wing, 
moved  again  towards  the  right  of  the  American  ])Osition, 
but  on  account  of  Greene's  energetic  resistance,  and  the 
heavy  fire  of  his  artillery,  commanded  by  the  Chevalier  Du 
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Plessis  de  Mauduit,  he  was  equally  uusuccessful  in  that  dirao- 
tion.  At  this  moment  General  Wayne  advanced  with  a  body 
of  troops,  and  kept  up  so  well  directed  and  severe  a  fire  that 
the  enemy  was  soon  compelled  to  retire  behind  a  defile,  where 
the  first  stand  was  made  in  the  beginning  of  the  action.* 

Afler  having  performed  his  duties  on  the  left  wing,  Steu- 
ben was  ordered  to  re-form  the  troops  towards  Englishtown. 

'^  On  the  28th  of  June,"  says  he  in  his  deposition  made  on 
the  18th  of  July,  1778,  before  the  court  martial  for  the  trial 
of  General  Lee,  "  afler  having  been  reconnoitering,  I  returned 
from  Monmouth,  in  order  to  make  my  report  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, whom  I  found  at  Englishtown.  Having  seen 
that  the  enemy  was  marching,  and  doubting  of  our  being  able 
to  overtake  them,  and  having  seeu  nothing  in  my  way  but 
some  militia,  which  followed  at  some  distance,  I  stopped  at  a 
house  in  Englishtown  to  take  some  rest,  where  I  staid  about 
an  hour  and  a  half.  I  afterwards  continued  my  road  to 
meet  the  commander-in-chief.  On  my  way  I  heard  several 
firings  of  cannon,  and  made  the  greatest  haste  to  arrive  near 
the  general,  whom  I  found  on  the  high  ground,  beginning  to 
form  the  troops  as  they  arrived.  It  was  there  that  I  saw 
General  Lee's  division  retreating  in  great  disorder,  followed 
by  the  enemy,  whose  strength  I  conceived  to  be  fifteen  hun- 
dred men  of  infantry,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  horse. 

"As  I  was  employed  in  placing  a  battery.  General  Leo 
passed  by  me,  without  our  speaking  to  one  another.  About 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  after,  the  commander-in-chief  ordered 
me  to  stop  the  retreating  troops  and  form  them  toward  En- 
glishtown. I  sent  some  ofiicers  forward  to  stop  the  men,  and 
I  went  there  myself^  accompanied  by  Mr.  Ternant  and  my 
aides-de-camp,  to  form  them.  As  I  passed  through  English- 
town  I  found  General  Lee  on  horseback  before  a  house.  He 
asked  me  where  I  was  going.  I  acquainted  him  with  my  or- 
ders, upon  which  he  said  to  me,  that  he  was  veiy  glad  of  my 
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having  taken  that  charge  npon  me,  for  he  was  tired  out.  I 
ossembled  part  of  General  Maxwell's  biigade  and  part  of  Gen- 
eral Scott's  detachment,  which  I  formed  behind  the  creek  at 
Englishtown.  General  Maxwell  was  himself  there.  Scarce 
had  the  troops  taken  their  position,  when  General  Patei-son 
arrived  with  three  brio^adcs  of  the  second  line  and  desired 
to  know  where  he  was  to  be  stationed.  I  placed  his  three 
brigades  a  little  more  in  the  rear  on  a  high  gronnd,  and  I 
established  a  batterv  on  the  riixht  win<r,  in  front  of  the  second 
brigade  of  General  Smallwood.  The  cannonade  continued 
more  or  less  briskly  till  past  five  o'clock.  Half  an  hour  after 
it  had  ceased.  Colonel  Geniat  arrived  and  brought  me  the  or- 
der from  the  commander-in-chief,  that  the  enemy  was  retreat- 
ing in  confusion,  and  that  I  should,  therefore,  bring  him  a 
reinforcement.  I  ordered  General  Maxwell  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  troops  I  had  placed  behind  the  creek,  and  to 
remain  there  till  further  ordei*s.  I  then  marched  off  with  the 
three  brigades  of  the  second  line.  As  I  passed  through  En- 
glishtown I  met  again  General  Leo, who  asked  me  where  I  was 
going?  I  imparted  him  the  order  I  had  received  from  the 
general-in-chief,  which  I  declared  in  the  very  expressions  of 
Colonel  Gemat,  that  the  enemy  was  retreating  with  confusion. 
Upon  the  word  'confusion,'  he  took  me  up  and  said,  'that 
they  were  only  resting  themselves ;  but,'  said  he,  afterward, 
'lam  sure  there  is  some  misunderstanding  in  your  being  to 
advance  with  these  troops.'  I  told  him  that  I  had  received 
the  order  from  Mr.  Gemat.  I  ordered,  however,  General  Muh- 
lenberg to  halt,  and  sent  for  Captain  Walker,  my  aid  de-camp, 
who  repeated,  in  presence  of  General  Lee,  the  order  which 
Colonel  Gemat  had  brought  me ;  '  then,'  said  he,  '  you  are  to 
march,'  and  I  went  on  with  the  troops." 

ILu'ing  successfully  executed  his  orders,  Steuben  was  com- 
manded to  proceed  to  the  front,  to  pursue  the  advantage 
which  the  American  forces  had  thus  gained.  Before  this 
movement  could  be  effected,  night  set  in  and  put  a  stop  to 
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tho  action,  which  it  was  intended  should  be  renewed  on  the 
next  moiTiing.  This,  however,  did  not  take  place,  ClintOD 
having  silently  withdrawn  his  forces  during  the  night,  and  pro- 
ceeding, unmolested,  to  Sandy  Hook,  embarked  his  men  for 
New  York. 

Steuben's  evidence  before  the  court  martial,  respecting 
the  situation  of  the  enemy  and  the  column  commanded  by 
General  Lee,  induced  that  gentleman,  in  his  defense,  to  make 
some  remarks,  of  which  Steuben  thought  it  proper  to  ask  an 
immediate  explanation  in  the  following  letter,  dated  Philadel- 
phia, the  2d  of  December,  1778  : 

"  It  has  been  reported  to  me,  sir,  that  in  your  defense  you 
have  allowed  yourself  to  cast  indecent  reflections  on  my  ac- 
count. I  made  hnste  to  arrive  at  Philadelphia  to  inquire  into 
the  matter,  and  I  find  the  report  confirmed  by  the  journal  of 
the  court  martial,  which  I  got  possession  of  an  hour  ago,  and 
where  I  read  the  following  paragraph :  '  Of  all  the  very  dis- 
tant spectatoi-s,'  etc.  Were  I  now  in  my  own  country,  where 
my  reputation  is  long  ago  established,  I  should  have  put  ray- 
self  above  your  epigrams  and  would  have  despised  them.  But, 
here  I  am  a  stranger.  You  have  olFended  me ;  I  desire  you 
will  give  me  satisfaction.  i 

"  You  will  choose  the  place,  time  and  arms ;  but  as  I  do 
not  like  to  be  a  distant  or  slow  spectator,  I  desire  to  see  you 
as  near  and  as  soon  as  possible. 

•'  You  will  explain  to  Captain  Walker,  who  will  deliver  thb 
to  you,  if  your  present  situation  will  permit  you  to  bring 
this  aifair  to  as  quick  a  conclusion  as  I  wish  it.  I  am,  sir, 
yours,"  etc. 

"  I  believe,"  says  Lee  in  reply,  "  you  have  misunderstood 
the  sense  of  this  article  of  my  defense.  Very  likely  the  sen- 
tence 'very  distant  spectators,'  has  appeared  to  you  a  reflec- 
tion cast  ujion  your  courage.  If  such  be  your  opinion,  I  .assure 
you  that  I  had  not  the  least  idea  of  it.  I  am  ready  to  acknowl- 
edge it  to  all  the  gentlemen  of  your  acquaintance,  to  all  tho 
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world  if  you  will.  It  is  true  that  I  found  fault  with  your 
forwardness  (as  I  took  it  to  be)  to  witness  against  mo.  I  was 
piqued  and  thought  myself  justifiable  in  making  use  of  the 
phrases  which  you  have  seen  in  print ;  but,  I  repeat  it,  with- 
out the  least  intention  of  intimating  a  reflection  on  your  cour- 
age."* 

Steuben  was  satisfied  with  this  explanation.  "  I  have  read," 
writes  Alexander  Hamilton,  from  head-quarters,  on  the  19th  of 
December,  1 778, "  your  letter  to  Lee,  with  pleasure.  It  was  con- 
ceived in  terms  which  the  offense  merited  ;  and  if  he  had  any 
feeling,  must  have  been  felt  by  him.  Considering  the  point- 
edness  and  severity  of  your  expressions,  his  answer  was  cer- 
tainly a  very  modest  one,  and  proved  that  he  had  not  a  vio- 
lent appetite  for  so  close  a  t6te-a-tete  as  you  seem  disposed  to 
insist  upon.  This  evasion,  if  known  to  the  world,  would  do 
him  very  little  honor." 

Washington  marched  first  to  Brunswick,  and  via  Bergen, 
Paramus  and  Haverstraw,  to  the  western  bank  of  the  Hudson, 
which  he  crossed  at  King's  Ferry,  whereupon  he  established 
his  head-quarters  at  Whiteplains.  On  this  march  from  Bruns- 
wick, as  there  were  but  few  major  generals,  and  almost  the 
whole  of  the  brigadiers  were  engaged  at  the  court  martial 
against  Lee,  either  as  members  or  as  witnesses,  Washmgton 
appointed  Steuben  to  conduct  Lee's  division  to  the  North 
river. 

The  army  arrived  at  Whiteplains  on  the  20th  of  July,  1778, 
whereupon  Wasliington,  in  the  general  orders  of  the  22d, 
directed  Steuben  to  give  up  his  temporary  command  "  and  to 
resume  his  office  of  inspector  general."  The  commander-in-chief 
changed  the  order  of  battle  and  incorporated  Lee's,  respec- 
tively Steuben's,  division  in  his  own  command.  The  latter  went 
direct  to  Washmgton  and  expressed  his  entire  dissatisfaction. 
The  general-in-chief  replied  that  he  was  sorry,  but  that  the  case 
was  such  that  all  the  brigadier  generals  would  throw  up  their 
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cominission,  if  Steuben  retained  his  command ;  and  that  daring 
the  entire  march  in  Jersey  the  army  bad  been  commanded  hj 
foreign  generals,  Do  Kalb,  Lafayette,  and  Steuben ;  that  thoy 
believed  that  Congress  only  intended  his  commission  to  be 
that  of  inspector  general,  giving  him  the  nominal  rank  of  major 
general,  and  that  eight  brigadiers  ha\ing  made  this  declara- 
tion, he  could  find  no  other  means  of  quieting  them.  Steuben 
asked  bis  leave  to  go  to  Congress,  demand  an  explanation, 
and  get  the  duties  of  the  inspectorship  settled,  the  more  so  as 
a  Colonel  De  la  Neuville,  who  had  hitherto  acted  as  inspector 
general  of  General  Gates's  army,  denied  any  subordination  to 
Steuben  and  positively  refused  to  serve  under  him.  He,  there- 
fore, thought  it  neither  satisfactoiy  to  himself  nor  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  army,  to  take  again  upon  himself  the  responai- 
bilitics  of  the  office  of  iDS|)ector  general,  before  it  had  been 
positively  regulated  on  fixed  principles,  and  before  he  knew 
how  far  his  authority  extended.  He  explained  his  views  in 
tlie  foUoii-ing  letter  to  the  coniniaiider-in-chief,  written  at 
Wright  Mills,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1778.* 

"  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  18th  of  June, 
on  the  subject  of  the  inspection,  and  to  your  kind  answer  of  tbe 
18th,  in  which  you  granted  me  permission  to  go  to  York,  and 
desired  me  to  lay  before  Congress  such  a  plan  as  would  be 
most  likely  to  obviate  all  the  difiicultics  I  was  acquainted  with, 
and  comprehend  all  the  essential  duties  of  my  office.  The 
final  determination  of  Congress,  which  appeared  to  me  at  that 
time  highly  necessary,  seems  at  present  indispensable,  before 
I  can  resume,  with  satisfaction  to  myseU^  and  benefit  to  the 
army,  the  functions  of  my  office.  I  foresee  some  difficulties  in 
the  way,  particularly  \iith  regard  to  the  inspector  appointed 
by  Congress  to  General  Gates's  army.  That  gentleman  de- 
clared to  me,  not  long  since,  that  ho  was  by  no  means  subject 
to  my  orders  or  control  in  the  exercise  of  his  ofllce.  In  short, 
as  I  am  willing  to  avoid  every  difficulty,  and  to  labor  unmo- 
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lestcd  for  the  good  of  the  service,  I  beg  your  Excellency  to 
postpone  my  entering  into  the  office  of  inspector  general  until 
Congress  have,  after  yoar  opinions  and  directions  about  the 
matter,  finally  prononnced." 

It  appears,  however,  that  Steuben  expected  to  be  contin- 
ued in  the  post  which  he  temporarily  tilled,  and  fhat  he  threat- 
ened to  give  in  his  resignation  if  his  wishes  of  an  actual  com- 
mand in  the  line  should  not  be  granted.  Washington  wiitcs, 
in  this  respect,  to  Governeur  Morris,  on  the  same  day  on 
which  he  received  Steuben's  letter  :* 

"  Baron  Steuben,  I  now  find,  is  also  wanting  to  quit  his 
inspectorship  for  a  command  in  the  line.  This  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  much  discoiitent  to  the  brigadiers.  In  a  word, 
although  I  think  the  baron  an  excellent  officer,  I  do  most  de- 
voutly wish  that  we  had  not  a  single  foreigner  among  us,  ex- 
cept the  Marquis  De  Lafayette,  who  acts  upon  very  different 
principles  from  those  which  govern  the  rest." 

The  letter  of  the  commander-in  chief  to  the  president  of 
Congress  is  more  exj>licit  than  the  foregoing.  "  Baron  Steu- 
ben," says  he,f  "  will  also  be  in  Philadelphia  in  a  day  or  two. 
The  ostensible  cause  for  his  going,  is  to  fix  more  certainly  with 
Congress  his  duties  as  inspector  genera),  wiiich  is  necessary. 
However,  I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  the  real  one  is  to  ob- 
tain an  actual  command  in  the  line  as  a  major  general,  and  ho 
may  urge  a  competition  set  up  by  Monsieur  Xeuville,  for  the 
inspector's  place  on  this  side  of  the  Hudson,  and  the  denial 
by  him  of  the  baron's  authority,  as  an  argument  to  eftect  it, 
and  for  granting  him  the  post,  as  a  means  of  satisfying  both. 
I  regard  and  I  esteem  the  baron  as  an  assiduous,  intelligent 
and  experienced  officer,  but  you  may  rely  on  it,  if  such  is  his 
view,  and  he  should  accomplish  it,  we  shall  have  the  whole 
line  of  brijjcadiers  in  confusion.  Thev  have  said  but  little 
about  his  rank  as  major  general,  as  he  has  not  had  an  actual 
command  over  them ;  but  when  we  marched  from  Brunswick, 
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as  there  were  but  few  major  generals,  and  almost  the  whole  of 
the  brigadiers  wore  engaged  at  the  court  martial,  either  ob 
members  or  witnesses,  I  appointed  him,  pro  tempore,  and  so 
expressed  it  in  orders,  to  conduct  a  wing  to  the  North  river. 
This  measure,  though  founded  in  evident  necessity,  and  not 
designed  to  produce  to  the  brigadiers  the  least  possible  injury, 
excited  great  uneasiness  and  has  been  the  source  of  complaint. 
The  truth  is,  we  have  been  very  unhappy  in  a  variety  of  ap- 
pointments, and  our  own  officers  much  injured.  Their  feel- 
ings, from  this  cause,  have  become  extremely  sensitive,  and 
the  most  delicate  touch  gives  them  pain.  I  write  as  a  friend, 
and  therefore  with  freedom.  The  baron's  services  in  the  lino 
he  occupies  can  be  important,  and  the  testimonials  he  has  al- 
ready received  are  honorable.  It  will  also  be  matenal  to  have 
Uie  point  of  the  inspector  generalship,  now  in  question  be- 
tween him  and  Monsieur  Neuville,  adjusted.  The  appoint- 
ment of  the  latter,  it  is  said,  calls  him  inspector  general  in  the 
army  commanded  by  General  Gates,  and  under  this,  as  I  am 
informed,  he  denies  any  subordination  to  the  baron,  and  will 
not  know  him  in  his  '  official  capacity?  Tliere  can  be  but  one 
head." 

And  in  another  letter,  addressed  to  the  president  of  Con- 
gress, which  bears  date  of  the  26th  of  July,  1778,  Washington 
refers  again  to  the  same  object,  as  follows,  viz.  :* 

"  Baron  Steuben  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering  you  thisw 
I  am  extremely  sorry  that  this  gentleman's  situation  and  views 
seem  to  have  determined  him  to  quit  the  service,  in  which  he 
has  been  heretofore  and  is  capable  still  of  being  extensively 
useful.  Some  discontents  which  arose  among  the  officers,  on 
account  of  the  powers  with  which  the  office  was  at  first  vested, 
induced  me  to  arrange  the  duties  of  it  upon  a  plan  different 
from  that  on  which  it  began.  The  moving  state  of  the  army 
has,  for  some  time  past,  in  a  great  degree  suspended  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  inspectorship.     When  the  troops  marched  from 
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LIFE     OF     STEUBEN.  160 

Brunswick,  the  scarcity  of  general  officers  occasioned  ray  giv- 
ing the  baron  a  temporary  command  of  a  division  during  the 
march.  On  our  arrival  near  our  present  encampment,  I  in- 
tended he  should  relinquish  this  charge  and  resume  his  former 
office,  for  which  purpose  a  general  order  was  accordingly  is- 
sued. But  I  find  that  he  is  entirely  disinclined  to  the  meas- 
ure, and  resolves  not  to  continue  in  the  service  unless  he  can 
hold  an  actual  command  in  the  line. 

"  Justice  concurring  with  inclination  constrains  mo  to  tes- 
tify that  the  baron  has,  in  every  instance,  discharged  the  sev- 
eral trusts  reposed  in  him  with  great  zeal  and  ability,  so 
as  to  give  him  the  fullest  title  to  my  esteem  as  a  brave,  inde- 
fiitigable,  judicious  and  experienced  officer.  I  regret  there 
should  be  a  necessity  that  his  services  should  be  lost  to  the 
array ;  at  the  same  time  I  think  it  my  duty  explicitly  to 
observe  to  Congress  that  his  desire  of  having  an  actual  and 
permanent  command  in  the  line  can  not  bo  complied  with 
without  wounding  the  feelings  of  a  number  of  officers  whose 
rank  and  merits  give  them  every  claim  to  attention,  and  that 
the  doing  of  it  would  be  productive  of  much  dissatisfaction 
and  extensive  ill  consequences.  This  docs  not  proceed  from 
any  personal  objections  on  the  part  of  those  officers  agauist 
the  baron  ;  on  the  contrary,  most  of  them  whom  I  heard 
speak  of  him,  express  a  high  sense  of  his  military  worth.  It 
proceeds  from  motives  of  another  nature,  which  arc  too  ob- 
vious to  need  particular  explanation,  or  may  be  summed  up  in 
this,  that  they  conceive  sucli  a  step  would  be  injurious  to  their 
essential  rights  and  just  expectations.  That  this  would  be 
their  way  of  thinking  upon  the  subject  I  am  fully  convinced, 
from  the  effect  which  the  tem])orary  command  given  him, 
even  under  circumstances  so  peculiar  as  those  I  have  men- 
tioned, produced.  The  strongest  symptoms  of  discontent  ap- 
peared upon  the  occasion.^ 

Alexander  Hamilton,  in  a  letter  of  the  20 th  of  July,  1 778, 

to  £L  Boudinot,  says  about  the  same  subject : 
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^'  Baron  Steubon  will  do  mc  the  honor  to  deliver  you  thia. 
He  waits  upon  Congres8  in  a  temper  which  I  very  much  regret 
— discontented  with  his  situation  and  almost  resolved  to  quit 
the  service.  You  know  we  have  all  the  best  opinion  of  this 
gentlcuian's  military  nient,  and  shall,  of  course,  consider  hia 
leaving  the  army  as  a  loss  to  it.  Whether  any  expedient  can 
be  adopted  to  reconcile  difficulties  and  retain  iiim  in  the  ser- 
vice, at  the  same  tunc  that  no  disgust  is  given  to  others  who 
ought  not  to  be  disgusted,  I  can  not  certainly  determine.  But 
I  should  conceive  it  would  not  be  impossible  to  find  such  an 
expedient.  You  have  no  doubt  heard,  while  you  were  with 
the  army,  of  the  obst'xcles  thrown  in  his  way  by  many  of  the 
general  officera,  excited  to  it  by  Lee  and  MilUin,  as  I  believe, 
in  the  execution  of  the  inspectorship;  and  you  have,  it  is  equally 
probable,  heard  of  the  arrangement  the  general  was  in  a  manner 
obliged  to  adopt  to  silence  the  clamors  whicli  existed  among 
them,  and  place  the  inspectorate  upon  a  footing  more  conform- 
able to  their  ideas.  The  opposition  the  baron  met  with  in  this 
case  was  one  cause  of  dissatisfaction  to  him.  In  our  march 
from  Brunswick,  as  the  baron  was  unemployed,  and  there  waa 
a  great  deficiency  of  general  oflicers,  notwithstanding  the 
ideas  of  the  army  are  against  giving  a  command  in  the  lino 
to  a  person  vested  witli  an  office  similar  to  that  held  by  him, 
the  genenil  ventured  to  give  the  temporary  command  of  a 
diviMon  during  the  march,  in  consequence  of  which  the  com- 
mand of  a  wing  devolved  upon  him.  This  was  a  source  of 
oflcnse  to  many.  When  we  came  near  the  Whiteplains  the 
general  thanked  him,  in  general  orders,  for  his  services,  suid 
requested  he  would  resume  the  exercise  of  his  former  office. 
To  this,  on  account  of  the  oi)positi(»n  he  had  already  met 
with,  and  from  the  original  plan  for  the  inspectorship  being 
mutihited,  ho  discovered  very  great  disinclination,  and  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  preserve  a  command  in  the  line,  and  from 
some  conversation  we  have  had  together,  I  apprehend  he 
means  to  resign  his  present  aj)pointment  if  he  can  not  have  a 
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cominand  suited  to  his  rank  annexed  to  it.  You  will  see  by 
the  general's  letters  what  are  bis  sentiments  both  with  respect 
to  the  duties  of  the  inspectorship  and  the  baron's  holding  a 
command  in  the  line.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  wish  to  contra- 
vene his  views;  you  may  be  assured  they  can  not  be  essentially 
departed  from  without  very  senous  inconvenience.  But  if 
.iny  thing  could  be  done,  consistent  with  them,  to  satisfy  the 
baron,  it  would  be  extremely  desirable.  Perhaps  the  principle 
on  which  the  general's  arrangement  is  formed  may  be  pre- 
served, and  at  the  same  time  the  objects  of  the  inspectorship 
enlarged  so  as  to  render  it  a  more  important  employment. 
Perhaps  a  resolution  of  Congress  giving  the  baron  a  right  to 
be  employed  on  detachments  might,  for  the  present,  compen- 
sate for  the  want  of  a  permanent  command  in  the  line,  and 
might  not  be  disagi'eeable  to  the  oiKcci*s.  You  can  sound  him 
on  these  heads.  I  need  not  caution  you  that  this  is  a  matter 
of  great  delicacy  and  importance,  and  that  every  step  taken 
in  it  ought  to  be  well  considered."* 

Just  at  this  jKiiiod,  when  Steuben  insisted  upon  a  perma- 
nent command,  a  great  jealousy  and  animosity  existed  among 
the  American  officers  against  the  promotion  of  foreigners,  who 
swarmed  around  Congress  and  were  full  of  pretensions,  and 
often  applied  unfair  means  in  order  to  be  aj)])ointed  and  pro- 
moted. It  is  to  be  inferred  that  Wasliini2:ton  refers  to  them 
in  the  following  extract  of  the  above-quoted  letter  to  Gouver- 
neur  Morris: — 

**  They  (the  foreign  officers)  may  be  divided,"  says  he 
there,  "into  three  classes,  namely,  mere  advenlurers  without 
recommendation  or  recommended  by  persons,  who  do  not 
know  how  else  to  dispose  of  or  provide  for  tlicm  ;  men  of 
great  ambition,  who  would  sacrifice  every  thing  to  promote 
their  own  personal  glory ;  or  mere  spies,  who  are  sent  here 
to  obtain  a  thorouirh  knowledge  of  our  situation  and  circum- 

♦  Ilistorj'  of  tho  Republic  of  the  Unite  I  St;it('«,  ns  tniccJ  in  the  writings 
of  A.  Hamilton,  by  John  C.  Hamilton,  New  York,  1857  ;  i.,  488. 
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Stances,  in  the  execution  of  which,  I  am  persuaded,  some  of 
them  are  faitlifiil  emissaries,  as  I  do  not  believe  a  single  mat- 
ter escapes  unnoticed  or  unadvised  at  a  foreign  court." 

It  is  far  more  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  above  ex- 
pressions are  the  result  of  momentary  irritation  on  the  part  oi 
Washington,  perfectly  justified  perhaps  by  the  immense  crowd 
and  the  often  exaggerated  pretensions  of  the  foreigners,  than 
to  believe  that  they  are  his  positive  opinions  and  final  judg- 
ment. We  think,  however,  that  the  above-quoted  remarks 
of  Washington  exactly  express  the  opinions  which  a  large 
portion  of  the  American  people  entertain  on  this  subject  still, 
at  the  present  time,  and  we  therefore  propose  in  this  place  to 
examine  more  closely  the  position  of  the  foreign  officers  in 
the  American  army. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  influx  of  foreign  adventurers 
was  productive  of  considerable  inconvenience,  and  that  the 
nuisance  w:is  felt  by  all  oflicers.  But  this  is  not  the  point 
which  we  seek  to  demonstrate.  We  desire  to  establish  a  few 
leading  facts  in  order  to  place  the  relations  of  the  foreign  ofli- 
cers to  the  revolutionary  army  in  their  true  historical  light. 

In  tlie  first  place,  the  fact  is  generally  overlooked  in  thia 
country  that  the  polilic^il  sj)irit  of  the  last  century  was  much 
more  cosmopolitan  than  national.  States  and  political  forms 
were  constructed,  not  according  to  the  limits  or  diflerences 
which  nature  intended,  but  thrown  together  or  torn  asunder, 
according  to  the  will  of  the  conqueror,  without  the  least 
regard  to  descent  or  relationship.  The  French  absolutism 
which,  ever  since  the  peace  of  Westphalia,  had  constituted 
itself  the  arbiter  of  the  destinies  of  Europe,  was  the  riding 
spirit  of  the  eighteenth  century.  In  the  same  way  that  it 
caused  cities  and  parks  to  spring  out  of  the  desert  to  prove  its 
power  and  ascendancy  over  nature,  in  the  same  way  did  it 
destroy  every  bidividual  inclination,  every  independent  char- 
acter, imiting  the  most  discordant  elements  in  one  artificial 
mass.    Politics  and  literature,  art  and  fashions,  taste  and  man- 


LIFE     OP     STEUBEN.  173 

ners,  all  came  from  France  at  that  time,  and  the  influence  of 
France  throughout  Europe  was  all  powerful.  The  rulers  and 
the  ruled,  whether  voluntarily  or  the  rcvoi-se,  bowed  before 
her,  and  hv  these  means  lost  all  national  limits  and  distinc- 
tions.  The  natural  consequence  of  this  system  in  political  life 
was  the  most  coni]>lete  submission  to  the  will  of  the  piince. 
It  was  immateiial  who  obeyed,  so  long  as  somebody  obeyed. 
The  standing  armies,  with  their  officers '  recruited  from  the 
nobility,  might,  therefore,  be  composed  of  as  diverse  elements 
as  thoy  pleased,  so  long  as  they  were  always  willing  to  fulfill 
blindly  the  commands  of  the  prince.  The  sovereign  felt  him- 
self so  safe  and  unrestrained  in  the  fullness  of  his  power,  that 
he  did  not  obseiTc,  much  less  fear,  the  variety  of  the  nation- 
alities of  which  his  army  was  composed,  and  thus  do  we  find, 
in  almost  every  European  army  of  that  time,  representatives 
of  all  the  most  important  nations.  The  internal  arrangement 
of  the  armies  was  almost  the  same  everywhere.  The  officers 
had  the  same  code  of  honor,  and  had  ingeniously  cultivated 
among  them  the  consciousness  of  that  rank  which  made  them 
feel  at  home  in  every  country  in  Europe.  Germans  served  in 
France,  Frenchmen  in  Germany,  Englishmen  in  Russia,  and 
Italians  in  Sweden,  according  as  circumstances  and  inclination 
led  them.  Lord  Keith,  a  Scotchman,  served  successively  in 
Spain  and  Russia,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Hochkirch,  a 
field  marshal  in  the  service  of  I*russia.  Loudon,  an  P]nglish- 
man,  and  Browne,  an  Irishman,  were  Austrian  field  marshals 
and  commanders  of  armies.  The  famous  Austrian  commander, 
Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  ofiered  his  services  in  the  first  instance 
to  the  King  of  France.  Count  St.  Germain,  the  French  min- 
ister of  war,  was  for  some  time  a  Danish  general.  Frederick 
the  Great  had  special  agents  to  find  out  the  officers  of  distinc- 
tion who  traveled  through  his  dominions,  and  to  induce  them 
to  enter  his  service.  They  fought  for  honor,  glory  and  profit, 
and  had  precisely  the  same  claim  to  promotion  as  the  native 
officers.    Nationality  was  no  obstacle  to  success.    When  war, 
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which  was  the  regular  business  of  the  nobility,  was  at  an  end 
in  one  country,  tlioy  looked  for  another  where  it  existed,  and 
it  often  liappened  that  they  found  themselves  in  arms  against 
their  native  land. 

When,  therefore,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, the  European  ofticers  applied  to  Congress,  or  its  agents, 
to  obtain  that  active  employment  which  they  could  not  find 
at  home  in  consequence  of  the  comparatively  long  peace,  it 
was  only  the  application  of  a  practice  which  had  been  recog- 
nized in  Europe  during  more  than  an  entire  century.  The 
greater  number  of  them  had  been  trained  on  the  battle-fields 
of  Europe,  and  were  a  valuable  acquisition  for  the  United 
States,  whose  officers,  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  were 
lamentably  deficient  in  military  knowledge  and  experience. 
Together  with  these  old,  experienced  oflicers,  came  a  number 
of  others,  it  is  true,  to  enter  the  service  of  Congress,  who  were 
young  and  inexperienced,  for  the  most  part  enthusiastic  French 
noblemen,  who  were  anxious  to  take  vengeance  on  England 
for  her  wrongs  to  France,  and  to  realize  their  own  somewhat 
confused  aspirations.  Among  these  volunteer  allies,  it  is  natu- 
ral to  suppose  that  there  were  many  bad,  intriguing,  useless, 
and  even  suspicious  individuals  ;  but  on  the  whole,  tliis  influx 
of  foreign  strength  and  talent  was  in  the  last  degree  advan- 
tageous, nay,  indispensable  to  the  cause  of  the  Revolution ; 
because  it  not  only  gained  by  this  means  a  number  of  able 
combatants  at  home,  but  support  and  popularity  abroad. 

It  shows  a  great  amount  of  simplicity  to  expect  that  none 
but  superior  men  ought  to  have  come  here,  or  to  have  been 
accepted  by  Congress.  It  betrays  a  complete  ignorance  of 
the  state  of  the  country  at  that  period,  and  of  the  financial 
helplessness  of  Congress,  to  su])pose  that  the  expectation  of 
personal  profit  alone  induced  the  European  ofiiceis  to  come 
over  here.  It  is  a  gross  injustice  to  make  all  the  foreign  ofli- 
cers responsible  for  the  baseness  of  a  Lee,  a  Conway,  or  a 
Neuville.     What  man  of  calm  judgment  would  deny  the  abil- 
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ity  and  respectability  of  tlie  American  officers,  because  an  Ar- 
nold had  risen  to  eminence  among  them,  or  because  a  Stephen 
was  one  of  their  number  ? 

In  politics  and  history,  and  particularly  in  times  of  gi'eat 
crises  and  revolutions,  conflicting  contrasts  are  never  strictly 
classified  according  to  the  nations  to  which  they  belong.  Thus, 
we  do  not  find  here  Americans  alone  on  the  side  of  freedom 
and  independence,  nor  foreigners  exclusively  on  the  wde  of 
oppression  and  tyranny.  The  question  of  nationalities  in  the 
American  Revolution  was  clearly  subservient  to  the  principles 
of  the  parties.  And  yet  it  but  too  often  happened  that  dis- 
trust of  the  foreign  officers  was  readily  entertained.  Even 
during  the  war,  a  nationality  which  had  no  real  existence, 
which  was  still  to  be  created,  was  taken  as  the  standard  of  a 
man's  utility  and  capability,  l^eople  were  envious  of  that 
which  they  did  not  jxissess,  which  did  not  exist,  and  for  the 
attainment  of  which  these  verv  forcimicrs  wore  assisting;  them 
to  do  battle.  The  inward  motive  of  tliis  envy  was  not  so 
much  the  Anglo-Sitxon  exrlusiveiirss  or  self-sufficiency  ;  not  so 
much  the  ambition  of  the  native  ofliecrs  as  a  mistrust  of  their 
own  capability,  which  they  sought  to  sikiice  by  a  great  outcry 
against  foreigners.  This  was  a  }>roof  that  the  officers  and  peo- 
ple did  not  feel  themselves  sufficiently  strong  to  master  the 
foreimi  element ;  it  is  a  tacit  admission  that  they  were  dis- 
united  among  themselves,  and  strong  evi»lence  tliat  they  were 
more  convinced  of  their  weakness  than  of  their  strength  ; 
nay,  that  they  did  not  believe  in  the  absolute  success  of  their 

cause. 

It  is  seldom  that  an  army  so  weak  in  itself  has  received 
such  rich  and  powei*ful  accessions  of  strength,  with  so  small  an 
expendittire  of  time  and  money,  as  the  Continental  army ; 
and  seldom  have  friends  in  need,  like  these  foreign  officers, 
been  made  to  feel  so  bitterly  the  fortuitous  clrcnmstances  of 
their  descent,  or  to  have  had  it  cast  in  their  faces  as  a  re- 
proach.    Washington,  of  course,  could  not  charge  the  con- 
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dition  of  afiairs.  He  was  obliged  to  make  the  best  of  circum- 
stances as  they  presented  themselves,  to  advance  the  interests 
of  all.  He  was  obliged,  at  the  worst,  to  decide  against  the 
foreigners,  in  order  to  insure  the  cooperation  of  his  own 
countrymen. 

It  is  nowliere  distinctly  stated  what  constituted  the  pre- 
cise attributes  of  the  foreigners.  It  is,  however,  to  be  inferred, 
indirectly,  that  the  Polanders,  French  and  Germans  were  the 
"  foreignere."  At  all  events,  the  English  do  not  appear  to  be 
counted  among  them.  Gates — ^who  was  himself  a  foreigner,  as 
an  Englishman — made  the  reproach  to  De  Kalb,  that  he,  being 
a  foreigner,  did  not  properly  understand  the  matter,  t.  e^  the 
loss  of  the  battle  of  Camden.  Hamilton,  bom  in  the  West 
Indies  of  a  Scotch  father,  is  never  spoken  of  as  a  foreigner. 
It  is  to  be  supposed,  therefore,  that  whoever  was  not  Anglo- 
Saxon  was  considered  foreign. 
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TIONS! 1.  What  are  the  Motives  wiiirii  induce  the  States  to  establish  an 
Inspection  in  this  Army?— 2.  In  what  Manner  can  this  Inspector  he  estab- 
lished, IN  C0>F0RMITY  with  the  CiKMUrt  OF  THE  C'oUNTRY  AND  THE  CONSTITUTION 
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1T79. — Steuben's  Opinion  concerning  the  IIesult  ok  the  last  Campaign. 

QTEUBEX  was  thoroughly  impressed  with  tlie  annoyances 
^  and  disadvantages  of  his  situation  ;  bat  he  was  sensible 
enough  to  accommodate  himself  to  circumstances.  He  went 
to  Philadelphia,  but  finding  Congress  not  at  all  anxious  to 
comply  with  his  wishes,  he  abandoned  tlie  idea  of  applying  for 
a  reecular  command  in  the  armv,  and  contented  himself  with 
preparing  and  laying  before  Congress  a  new  plan  for  the  per- 
manent establishment  of  the  inspectorship. 

The  ditficulty  in  regard  to  Xeuville  was  easily  settled.  "  I 
feel  the  full  force  of  your  reasoning,"  answered  Gouverneur 
Morris,  on  the  2d  of  August,  1778,  to  Washington.*  "The 
faith  of  Congress  is,  in  some  measure,  plighted  to  Mr.  De  la 
Xeuville ;  but  it  is  not  their  interest  that  his  brevet  shall  give 
command.  I  will  take  care  to  get  this  expressed  by  a  particu- 
lar resolution.     The  baron  has  a  claim  from  his  merit  to  be 

♦  Life  of  Gouverneur  Morris,  by  Jared  Sparks.     Boston,  1832.    VoL  i., 
p.  174. 
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noticed,  but  I  never  will  consent  to  grant  what  I  am  told  he 
roqacsts,  and  I  think  Congress  will  not.  At  least,  they  will 
not  if  I  can  help  it," 

Congress,  consequently,  adopted  Washington's  opinion, 
that  "  tliere  can  be  but  one  head,"*  and  pronounced  in  favor 
of  Steuben's  superiority  in  rank.  Neuville,  thus  superseded, 
and  offended  ])y  this  decision,  sent  in  his  resignation,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  same  year  returned  to  France. 

It  first  appeared  that  Congress  at  last  was  willing  to  regu- 
late, for  the  beiietit  of  the  army,  the  duties  of  that  important 
office,  and  to  comply  with  Steuben's  wishes  in  regard  to  its 
establishment. 

"  Immediately  after  my  arrival  here,"  he  writes  to  Wash- 
ington, in  August,  I778,t  "  Congress  were  pleased  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  hear  my  proposals.  The  committee  consists 
of  General  Reed,  Messi*s.  Boudinot  and  Chase,  and  met  for 
the  first  time  on  Saturday,  the  8th  instant.  In  the  meantime, 
I  am  preparing  a  plan  for  the  establishment  of  an  inspection  ; 
and  as  it  is  my  wish,  it  shall  be  my  endeavor,  to  form  it  on 
such  principles  as  may  be  agi'eeable  to  your  Excellency  and 
the  army  in  general,  and,  at  the  same  time,  comprehend  all  the 
essential  duties  of  the  ofhce.  In  preparing  this  plan,  the  good 
ot  the  service  is  my  only  motive ;  all  personal  views  will  be 
laid  aside,  and  the  duties  ot  inspector  general  laid  down  and 
defined,  not  for  myself,  but  for  any  person  Congress  may  think 
proper  to  appoint  to  that  office.  The  plan  being  fixed  and 
approved  by  Congress,  I  shall,  before  it  receives  their  final 
ratification,  insist  on  its  being  sent  to  your  Excellency  for  your 
opinion  thereon ;  and  I  beg  you,  ray  dear  general,  that,  lay- 
ing aside  any  partiality  in  ray  favor,  you  will  freely  make  any  • 
observation  on  it  you  may  think  proper." 

'^  It  is  absolutely  necessary,"  said  Steuben,  in  his  memo- 

♦  Washinglou's  Writiup!,  vL,  20. 

t  Department  of  »Stato  ^[S.  P;>pcrs,  Washiugton,  vol.  xxv.,  306. 
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rial  of  the  7th  of  August,  1778,  respecting  the  inspectorship,* 
"that  the  duties  of  the  ofiice  of  an  inspector  general  should  for 
the  future  be  distinctly  defined,  in  doing  which  it  appears 
necessary  to  consider, 

"  Ist.  What  are  the  motives  which  induce  the  States  to 
establish  an  inspection  in  the  army  ? 

"  2d.  In  what  manner  can  this  inspector  be  established,  in 
conformity  with  the  genius  of  the  country  and  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  army  ? 

"The  absolute  necessity  of  uniformity  in  an  army  is  so 
well  known  that  it  needs  no  argument.  To  effect  this,  a  mili- 
tary code,  however  well  it  might  bo  wiittcn,  would  not  of  it- 
self be  sufficient.  The  rules  there  laid  down  would  be  dif- 
ferently explained  and  executed.  Disputes  would  arise  and 
uniformity  never  be  established.  It  is  therefore  necessary  that 
some  person  should  be  appointed  to  preside  over  the  execu- 
tion of  these  rules,  and  this  is  the  duty  of  the  hispector  gen- 
eral. 

"  The  commander-in-chief  of  an  army  has  it  not  in  his 
power  to  attend,  in  so  particular  a  manner,  to  the  details  of 
the  different  departments.  The  office  of  inspector  general 
should  be  confided  to  some  intelligent  general  officer,  well 
versed  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  maneuvering  troops,  the 
composition  and  formation  of  the  different  corps  of  an  army, 
the  customs  of  different  armies,  the  necessary  equipment  of 
the  troops,  all  which  should  come  under  his  notice.  A  regu- 
lar system  in  all  these  matters,  arming,  clothing  and  paying 
the  troops,  is  indispensably  necessary.  One  or  more  regi- 
ments better  clothed  than  the  rest,  will  create  discontent  and 
grumbling,  and  often  cause  a  revolt  in  an  army,  all  which  will 
be  prevented  by  the  appointment  of  an  insp(»ctor  general, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  superintend  these  matters. 

'*  Discipline  and  order  should  also  be  as  regular  and  equally 
uniform  in  an  army  as  exercise  and  maneuvers.     A  single  reg- 

•  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  Utica. 
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imcnt,  relaxed  in  diHcipline,  will  cause  disorder  in  a  whole 
army.  To  prevent  thia  is  also  the  duty  of  the  inspector  gen- 
eral. 

"  Uniformity  in  the  camp  duties  and  in  the  formation  of 
the  troops,  are  things  not  only  necessary  but  indispensable, 
and  this  uniformity  should  be  introduced  and  maintaine<l  by 
the  inspector  general. 

"  It  remains  then  to  be  ascertained  in  what  manner  thid 
inspection  shall  be  established.  Neither  the  French  nor  the 
Prussian  arrangements  can  bo  adopted  without  alteration,  in 
a  free  State  where  the  troops  of  the  different  provinces  con- 
sider themselves  as  allies,  united  to  defend  the  same  cause.  In 
Prussia  the  inspector  general  is  properly  the  king's  commis- 
sary. He  receives  all  his  orders  from  the  king,  and  is  only  ac- 
countable to  him  for  liis  actions.  In  France  he  is  the  commis- 
sary of  the  minister  at  war,  whose  orders  ho  receives  and  sees 
executed ;  but  in  America,  where  we  have  neither  king  nor 
minister,  the  question  is,  of  whom  the  inspector  general  is  to 
receive  his  ordei*s,  and  to  whom  he  is  answerable  for  the  exe- 
cution of  the  same. 

"  Congress  have  established  a  board  of  war,  and  I  imag- 
ine that  the  inspector  general  should  be  under  the  immediate 
control  of  that  board,  who  are  themselves  answerable  to  Con- 
gress. The  inspector  general  should  then  be  answerable  to 
the  board  of  war,  and  each  colonel  to  the  inspector  general. 
In  that  manner  he  will  be  the  commissary  of  the  States,  and 
as  such,  every  regiment,  corps  or  particular  officer  is  obliged 
to  give  him  an  account  of  every  thing  that  pertains  to  bis  de- 
partment. 

"  It  may  be  asked,  how  far  the  inspector  general  is  to 
be  subject  to  the  commander-in-chief  I  answer,  as  far  as 
the  general  of  artillery,  the  quarter-master  general,  or  any 
other  general  in  the  army,  and  that,  although  ho  were  au- 
thorized by  the  board  of  war,  he  should  not  liave  it  in  his 
powder  to  mako  the  slightest  alteration,  without  the  con- 


LIFB     OF     STSUBBK.  181 

sent  of  the  commander-in-chief;  and  in  case  he  has  any  ob- 
jection to  what  the  inspector  general  wants  to  alter  or  to  in- 
troduce, the  execution  of  it  must  be  suspended  until  further 
order  from  Congress.  But  no  person  in  the  array,  besides  the 
commander-in-chief,  has  a  right  to  give  orders  to  the  inspector 
general  relative  to  his  department.  The  military  rank  in  the 
army  must  not  be  confounded  with  his  rank  of  inspector. 

"  It  is  desirable,  for  several  reasons,  that  no  foreigner 
should  ever  be  intrusted  with  the  post  of  inspector  general, 
but  that  employment  bo  always  in  the  hands  of  a  general  offi- 
cer who  is  a  native  of  this  country.  But  if  Congress  think  fit 
to  intrust  it  to  a  foreigner,  I  propose  that  at  the  same  time 
a  Continental  brigadier  be  joined  with  him  in  the  office,  who, 
acting  in  conjunction  with  him,  may  acquaint  himself  with  the 
arrangements  and  duties  of  that  department,  and  one  day  be- 
come himself  the  inspector  general. 

"  In  the  airangement  which  I  made,  j>;ro  tempore^  there 
were  only  four  lieutenant  colonels  appointed  as  sub-inspectors. 
I  propose  to  preserve  the  same  number  for  the  infantry,  but 
instead  of  b€in<?  distributed  anions:  the  several  divisions  of  the 
army,  I  wish  that  they  should  have  the  inspection  of  the 
troops  of  the  different  States,  i.  c,  that  each  colonel  inspector 
might  have  the  troops  of  three  or  four  States  under  his  in- 
spection. A  colonel  would  also  be  necessary  for  the  cav- 
alrj",  and  another  for  the  light  troops,  all  receiving  their  in- 
structions, relative  to  the  discipline,  order  and  exercise,  from 
the  inspector  general. 

"  The  appointment  of  the  brigade  inspectors  has  not  quite 
answered  my  wishes.  I  requested  a  major  out  of  each  bri- 
gade, instead  of  which  I  was  given  a  great  number  of  captains, 
some  majoi-s,  and  even  some  colonels,  to  fill  that  post ;  how- 
ever, all  of  them  officers  of  merit,  and  to  whom,  in  a  great 
measure,  is  due  the  progress  our  army  has  already  made  in 
maneuvering.  I  think  it,  however,  more  proper  that  this 
Itinction  should  be  joined  to  that  of  the  majors  of  brigade,  if 
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Congress  think  fit  to  do  with  regard  to  the  latter  what 
Marshal  Broglio  did  in  the  French  array  last  war,  namely, 
that  one  of  the  senior  majoi-s  be  cliosen  from  each  brigade 
nnder  the  appellation  of  majors  of  brigade.  His  business  will 
be  to  collect  the  returns,  lists,  etc.,  of  all  the  battalions  of  his 
brigade.  He  is  to  keep  the  details  and  take  care  of  the  for- 
mation of  all  the  guards,  detachments,  etc. ;  all  the  orders  to 
be  directed  to  him,  and  he  is  to  impart  them  to  the  brigadiers 
and  colonels,  and  by  the  adjutant  to  all  the  officers  of  hLs 
brigade.  He  is  to  inspect  the  iK)lice  of  the  camp,  the  disci- 
l)line,  and  the  order  of  the  service;  he  is  to  bo  always  in 
camp  and  have  his  orders  executed  through  the  battiiUon 
adjutants;  he  is  to  do  no  duty  in  the  line  except  going  with 
detachments  against  the  enemy. 

"  But  then  it  \vould  be  necessary  for  the  brigadiers  to  have 
an  aid-de-camp  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  first  lieutenant,  to  be 
allowed  two  horses  and  a  servant,  and  consequently  entitled 
to  two  rations  for  man  and  horse,  and  to  be  under  the  im- 
mediate orders  of  his  britjadier  general. 

"The  rank  of  the  inspector  general  and  of  the  officer 
joined  with  him  in  the  office,  should  always  be  determined  by 
Congress.  1  think  that  the  more  his  functions  are  important, 
the  more  he  should  be  entitled  to  a  respectable  rank.  In 
France  and  Prussia  the  inspectors  general  are  senior  lieutenant 
generals,  who,  besides  their  authority  as  inspectors,  take,  in 
their  turn,  the  command,  and  enjoy  the  prerogatives  to  which 
their  rank  entitles  them,  and  I  doubt  whether  any  officer  in  the 
service  would  accept  of  the  office  of  inspector  general,  if  that 
office  deprived  him  of  his  command  in  the  line,  and  of  ever 
having  an  opportunity  of  distinguishing  himself  against  the 
enemy. 

"The  colonels  appointed  as  sub-inspectors  preserve  their 
command  and  rank  in  the  line,  but  when  they  are  acting  as 
ins])i'(;tors  they  are  not  to  be  considered  according  to  the  rank 
they  hold,  but  to  the  functions  they  are  pertbrming  as  inspect- 
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on  appointed  by  the  States,  and  authorized  to  make  all  the  in- 
qoiries  rdating  to  their  department.  Thas  no  colonel  is  to 
make  any  objection  to  bis  regiment  being  inspected  by  a 
eokmel  younger  .than  himself;  it  is  not  the  colonel  but  the  in- 
Bpector  who  is  performing  that  daty.  In  the  performance  of 
his  office  the  inspector  is  the  representative  of  the  States,  and 
is  to  be  respected  as  such  without  any  regard  to  his  regular 
rank  in  the  army.  In  France,  the  colonels  of  re^ments  are 
obliged  to  have  their  regiments  inspected,  not  only  by  the 
inspector  general,  but  by  the  commissaries  of  war,  who  have 
not  even  a  military  mnk  in  the  army.  In  Prussia,  whole 
garrisons  are  inspected  by  inferior  officers  when  acting  as 
inspectors. 

"  No  inspector  is  to  inspect  his  own  regiment. 

*^The  department  of  the  inspector  being  thus  established, 
approved  of  and  authorized  by  Congress,  it  remsuns  to  be 
examined  in  what  manner  the  inspector  general,  the  general 
officer  joined  with  him  in  the  office,  and  the  colonel  inspectors 
are  to  exercise  their  functions.  Congress  has  already  issued 
several  resolutions  which  may  serve  as  instructions  to  the  in- 
spector general ;  but  to  those  instructions,  and  the  duties  of 
the  inspectors  in  foreign  service,  our  circumstances  require 
several  things  to  be  added  which  are  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance : — 

^  1st.  In  foreign  services  the  regiments  are  already  formed, 
there  is  nothing  to  do  but  to  keep  them  complete,  while  in  our 
army,  on  the  contrary,  the  greatest  part  are  not  yet  formed, 
or  rather  have  not  yet  been  completed. 

^'2d.  In  foreign  services  there  is  an  established  military 
code,  and  it  is  by  that  code  the  inspector  judges  whether  the 
troops  are  in  order  or  not,  while  in  our  service  that  code  is  yet 
to  be  written,  and  it  is  the  inspector  general's  duty  to  com- 
pose it  and  submit  it  to  Congress  to  have  it  approved  and 
mothorized. 

*^8d.  In  foreign  services  the  inspeotor  general  is  to  keep 
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the  troops  complete  in  arms  and  accouterments,  while  in  our 
army  several  regiments  are  not  yet  completely  equipped. 

"Among  these  important  objects  the  formation  of  regi- 
ments appears  to  mo  the  most  essential.  Some  of  our  regi- 
ments are  almost  complete,  some  want  half  their  men.  and 
some  have  scarce  an  eighth  of  their  complement,  which  is  the 
caiisc  of  the  greatest  disorder  in  the  ad minst ration,  as  well  as 
in  the  maneuvers  and  service  in  general.  It  is  therefore 
necessary  that  the  insj^eotor  general  begin  by  making  an 
exact  review  of  every  regiment  in  particular,  and  to  make  a 
report  of  his  inspection,  not  only  to  the  command er-in-chief^ 
but  to  the  board  of  war.  In  that  review  the  inspector  gen- 
eral is  to  exanjine,  1st,  the  number  and  condition  of  the  men 
of  each  regiment ;  2d,  of  the  arms;  3d,  of  the  clothing,  and 
4th,  of  the  tents  and  other  camp  equipage.  Each  colonel  is 
to  be  obliged  to  give  the  inspector  general  exact  returns  per- 
taining to  all  these  mattei^s.  He  afterwards  sends  his  report 
to  the  board  of  war,  and  at  the  same  time  advises  the  several 
departments,  that  the  regiments  may  be  provided  with  what- 
ever they  may  require. 

"  I  Jjave  already  hinted  that  it  would  be  convenient  to  ap- 
point the  colonels  inspc(;tors  to  the  troops  of  the  several  States, 
and  I  think  it  would  also  be  convenient  that  they  should  keep 
up  a  correspondence  with  the  Legislature  of  the  State  to  whose 
troops  they  are  attached,  as  much  for  the  purpose  of  recruit- 
ing the  regiments  as  to  provide  them  with  the  necessary  arms 
and  equipment. 

"  At  the  first  review,  the  inspector  general  must  take  exact 
information  as  to  the  eftective  men,  not  only  of  those  present 
with  the  regiment,  but  of  all  the  rank  and  file  who  are  not 
otherwise  employed  but  in  the  service  of  the  guards  and  the 
line.  He  must  examine  every  man  singly,  in  order  to  know 
whether  he  has  received  accurate  returns  of  the  regiment,  and 
he  must  examine  the  arms,  accouterments  and  ammunition  of 
each  soldier.     lie  must  himself  draw  up  the  fonn  for  all  the 
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iwteniB  he  taqniiM,  and  whoa  he  finds  fonlt  in  tho  administn- 
tion,  diadpline,  or  any  other  branch  of  the  service,  he  must 
notify  ths  oommander-iii<chief  of  his  ootnplaint,  and  propose  n 
ynj  to  remedy  it. 

"  The  inspector  general  is  to  receive  s  collection  of  M  the 
mifitaTy  r^nlationa  hitherto  given,  to  ndd  to  them  those  he 
judges  necessHy,  and  arrange  them  in  order,  after  which  he 
a  to  BDbmit  them  to  the  judgment  and  approbation  of  the 
board  of  war,  or  other  peraonu  appointed  by  Congress,  and 
tbm  they  ahonld  be  printed  as  a  military  code.  The  inspector 
geBural,  and  the  officers  under  his  orders,  are  to  edit  that  work, 
ud  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  campiugn,  part  of  the  rego- 
latiooa  are  to  be  printed  and  distributed  among  the  officers  ot 
<bearmy. 

"  The  exercise  and  manenvering  of  the  troops  will  always 
be  luder  the  direction  of  the  inspector  general ;  all  the  ma- 
neuvers will  be  introduced  by  him,  and  the  old  ones  executed 
according  to  the  established  principles.  In  order  to  tnaint^n 
■o  necessary  a  uniformity,  the  colonels  inspectors  will  caoso 
every  day  a  brigade  to  exercise  in  their  presence ;  they  will 
have  two  or  more  battalions  formed  ont  of  it.  They  will  di- 
net  the  exenase  or  maneuver,  and  have  it  executed  by  the 
etdoaels  of  the  regiments,  though  those  colonels  might  be 
■eoior  to  them  in  the  army.  It  is  under  these  circunistanooi 
partioolarly,  that  the  colonels  inspectors  must  be  respected  at 
ia^>ector8,  not  as  oolonels.  When  the  inspector  is  not  pres- 
ent, the  brigadier,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  senior  colonel  is  to 
order  the  exercise  and  the  maneuvers,  which  they  are  at 
liberty  to  vary,  aa  the  tdrcumstances  and  the  ground  loqairc, 
wilhont,  however,  changing  any  thing  in  the  principles  of  the 
execDtJon.  When  a  maneavcr  is  to  be  performed  with  several 
brigades,  the  inspector,  general  is  to  present  his  plans  to  tfaa 
eomoiander-in-chlef.  The  brigades  and  the  battalions  that  are 
to  flxeonte  the  maneuver,  are  to  be  appointed  in  general  or- 
ion,  and  are  to  receive  their  instruotions  from  the  inspector 
generaL 
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"  In  cam])  or  gariisnn,  wlicri!  there  is  a  parade  of  the 
p^iianls,  the  inspector  is  to  cause  his  trooj)s  to  j)erform  two 
evohilions  ;  the  adjutant  oreneral  or  town  major  must  for  that 
purpose  assemble  the  trooj)s  before  ^uard-mounting,  and  then 
the  inspector  orders  tlie  exoreiso.  l^ut  as  soon  as  the  drums 
beat  '  the  general,'  the  insj>eetor  leaves  tlie  command  to  the 
general  of  the  day,  in  camp,  antl  in  a  garrison,  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  place. 

"  Such,  in  my  o])inion,  should  be  the  functions  of  an  in- 
spector general  in  Amerien,  which  I  submit  to  the  judgment 
of  the  honorable  Congress,  by  whose  dec^isions  I  shall  always 
glory  to  abi<le." 

But  the  final  ratification  of  Steuben's  plan  was  ngain  post- 
jx)ned  ;  the  matter  was  dropped,  and  not  taken  up  again  until 
Februarv,  1770. 

Steuben  had  only  been  two  weeks  in  Philadelpliia,  when 
the  news  arrived  that  the  French  fleet,  under  Count  d'Estaing, 
had  been  forced  to  abandon  the  project  against  Khode  Island, 
and  that  General  Sullivairs  j)osition  there  was  critical.  On 
the  eveninc!:  of  the  28th  of  Auij^ust  that  this  intelligence  reached 
Pinladeli>hia,  Congress  resolved.*  "  that  Baron  Steuben  be 
requested  forthwith  to  repair  to  llhode  Island,  and  give  his 
advice  and  assistance  to  Major  General  Sullivan  and  the  army 
under  Ids  command."  Steuben  started  before  davbreak  on 
the  followinor  day. 

However  flattering  this  resolution  of  Congress  may  ap- 
pear as  an  acknowledgment  of  Steuben's  military  talents,  it 
was,  in  fact,  the  best  way  to  get  rid  of  his  pressing  demands 
for  the  present,  and  to  evade  a  final  decision  in  regard  to  the 
inspectorship.  At  all  events,  its  passage  was  too  late,  as,  on 
arriving  at  Whitejilains  on  the  third  day.  General  Washing- 
ton informed  Steuben  that  (General  Sullivan  had  already  ef 
lected  his  retreat,  and  that  he  was  safe  at  Providence. 

Washington  apjiroved  of  Steuben's  not  going  further  unless 
♦  Journals  of  Convrros.'^,  0.  Dnnlip'a  edition,  iv..  502. 
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the  enemf  diontil  make  sonie  coterpriae  against  Sallivan's  corps. 
At  tins  did  not  happen,  Steuben  sent  the  resolution  of  Congress 
to  Qenanl  Snllivan,  with  an  acconnt  of  the  reasons  which  pre* 
▼Mited  him  at  tbia  time  from  being  under  his  ordcYs.  In  the 
k(t«r  part  of  September  the  army  retired  from  Whiteplains 
to  Fredericksbarg,  and  tbonce  to  their  winter  quarters  in  the 
Sghlanda. 

In  pursuance  of  the  desire  of  the  common dcr-in-chiof  he 
there  began  to  exercise  the  troops,  and  directed  his  sub  inspect- 
ors to  maneuver  with  the  brigades  upon  tbc  principles  and 
regulations  ho  had  prescribed.  While  dischaq^g  this  Aatj  < 
he  waited  at  head-quarters  until  Congress  should  adopt  tbs 
plan  he  had  drawn  for  tbo  establishment  of  the  inspection. 
Some  prominent  members,  and  even  its  president,  took  a  great 
interest  in  bringing  it  forward ;  but  the  general  business  of 
Congress,  which  was  deemed  more  pleasing  and  important, 
caused  its  consideration  to  be  postponed  from  <)ay  to  day. 

"I  think  it  fortunate  for  yourself,"  writes  Henry  Lanrens, 
t  of  Congress,  on  the  Hth  of  September,  1778,  to 
"that  yon  did  not  proceed  to  tihode  Island;  it 
vonid  have  been  on  eveiy  account  a  disagreeable  embassy. 
The  oommander-in-chief  having  returned  to  Congress  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  inspectorate  with  bis  Excellen- 
cy's remarks  and  observations,  the  whole  is  recommitted  and 
will  probably  be  soon  reported  on ;  but  the  House  is  so  over- 
charged with  business  as  rendei-s  it  imposuble  even  to  gnesa 
It  a  time  when  it  will  be  taken  under  consideration  and  con- 
cluded." 

"  I  hope  to  hear  of  your  being" — such  are  the  words  of 
Richard  Peters,  in  alotter  to  Steuben,  dated  the  lethof  Septem- 
ber, l?78f^ — >**raore  agreeably  circnmstanced  than  formerly  ns  to 
your  bnsiness  at  camp.  It  is  an  obvious  matter  that  our  army 
are  in  want  of  discipline,  although  thdr  improvementB  in  this 
respect  are  nm.iziiig ;  and  as  the  men  are  docile  and  civpnble, 
•  atmben  Ha  Pa[»ni^  vtd.  L  f  Iblileni. 
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it  is  a  pity  that  any  obstacles  fihould  be  thrown  in  tho  way  of 
their  receivhijx  instnu'tion.  While  voii  are  here,  I  could  wish 
to  make  every  use  of  your  willingness  to  serve  this  country, 
therefore,  I  wish  to  see  the  iusjjection  in  its  full  vigor,  for  the 
greater  our  discipline,  the  sooner  we  shall  discomfit  our  ene- 
mies and  bo  at  peace,  which  to  me  is  the  most  desirable  of  all 
objects,  except  my  liberty  and  the  independence  of  my  coun- 
try. When  you  have  ceased  to  be  serviceable  as  a  soldier, 
you  shall  sit  down  with  us  and  enjoy  the  pleasing  calm  which 
will  succeed  the  present  tempest.  Apropos^  we  will  and  must 
take  possession  of  the  Ijermudas,  and  you  shall  be  governor." 

Lieutenant  C^olonel  Ternant,  who,  on  the  25th  of  Septem- 
ber, having  been  ai>pointed  inspector  of  tho  troops  in  South 
Carolina  and  (ioorgia,  spent  the  end  of  that  month  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  had  daily  intercourse  with  the  board  of  war,  posi- 
tively expected  the  ultimate  approbation  and  acceptance  of 
Steuben's  plan.  "  Althouo:h  it  has  not  vet  received  the  sanction 
of  Congress,*'  says  he,*  "  it  nevertheless  attracts  and  fixes  the 
attention  of  that  body,  and  I  dare  assure  you,  that  in  spite  of 
all  opposition  tlie  final  establishment  will  be  carried,  the  more 
80  as  Congress  just  received  the  plan  revised  by  Washington." 

Congr(»ss,  however,  could  not  ariive  at  a  resolution,  and 
wasting  month  at\er  month,  referred  the  whole  question  to  a 
committee.  Steuben  made  the  best  of  this  bad  bargain,  and 
on  the  4th  of  October,  1778,  wrote  from  Quakerhill  to  Pres- 
ident Heed,  chairman  of  that  committee  :f 

"  Congress  could  not  have  intrusted  the  plan  I  have  pro- 
posed, into  better  hands  than  those  of  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangements, especially  when  presided  over  by  a  gentleman  of 
your  merit,  and  lor  whom  T  entertain  the  highest  esteem.  It  is 
an  unhappy  circumstance  that  this  committee  being  so  dispersed 
causes  a  delay  in  an  arrangement  which  1  thought  very  neces- 
saiy  for  the  good  of  our  service,  and  in  which  is  to  be  found 
the  basis  of  all  tho  arrangements  that  are  to  be  made — ^I  mean 
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the  furmation  of  our  regiments  to  an  equal  nnmbor.  When 
this  is  Deglected,  I  do  not  see  the  possibility  of  ever  establish- 
ing good  order,  whether  in  adnainistration,  service,  exercise, 
or  maneuvers  of  the  troops.  Being  of  no  use  at-  the  army, 
my  presence  would  perhaps  be  more  necessary  near  the  per- 
soos  appointed  for  the  arrangements  I  wish  might  be  settled ; 
but  as  expciience  teaches  mo  that  offered  services  do  not 
always  prove  acceptable,  I  shall  wait  witli  a  respectful  silence 
for  the  orders  of  Congress,  which  are  to  regulate  all  my  ac- 
tions." 

Notwithstanding,  nothing  was  done  during  October  and 
Xovember ;  and  when  the  army  retired  into  winter  quarters, 
Steuben  went  himself  to  Pliiladel[)hia.  Obliged  to  give  his 
instructions  in  an  €.^tQinpore  manner,  and  even  to  adaj)t  the 
plan  of  his  oj)erations  to  the  circumst.inccs  rather  than  to  his 
particular  system,  he  proj)osed  to  put  in  order  those  instruc- 
tions he  had  already  perfected,  to  add  those  which  he  thought 
indispensably  necessaiy,  and  to  write,  under  the  diiection  of 
the  commander-in-chief,  a  code  of  military  regulations,  to  in- 
troduce a  thorough  uniformity  in  the  service.  The  general 
apj)roved  of  his  design,  and  in  order  to  facilitate  its  execution, 
ordered  him  to  repair  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  might  be  at 
hand  to  have  the  necessary  information  from  the  board  of  war. 
Steuben  endeavored  at  the  same  time  to  get  his  oflice  finally 
arranged  upon  a  more  definite  and  permanent  footing.  He 
let  no  oi)portunity  pass  to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
this — as  it  justly  apy>eared  to  him — indispensable  business,  and 
to  the  importance  of  its  settlement.  It  is  not  difKcult  to  guess 
at  the  motives  which  predominated  in  that  body  and  pre- 
vented them  from  deciding  upon  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the 
question.  Steuben  partly  touches  on  them  in  the  following 
letter  which,  on  the  28th  of  November,  1778,  he  addressed  to 
the  president  of  Congress  :* 

"  *  *  *  At  the  same  time,  I  lay  before  them  the  plan  I 
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propose  to  follow  in  my  operations  relative  to  the  department 
they  have  been  pleased  to  confide  to  me,  and  which,  if  a]>- 
proved  by  them,  I  shnll  execute  with  the  greatest  exactness. 
Your  Excellency  will  risk  nothing  in  answering  for  me,  tluit 
on  my  side  I  shall  surmount  every  obstacle  I  meet  with* 
Those  which  may  aifcct  my  sanity,  rank,  authority,  command, 
or  any  other  distinction,  will  be  the  l:i8t  saciitice  I  shall  make 
to  the  good  of  the  service.  I  am,  sir,  prepared  to  experience 
the  fate  of  foreigners ;  in  every  state,  in  every  army,  already 
have  I  experienced  it.  Envy  raised  its  standard  in  the  mo- 
ment when  our  troops  were  beginning  to  make  some  progress ; 
the  interruption  it  gave  to  my  projects,  was  the  only  chagrin 
it  caused  me.  To  their  criticisms  and  remarks  I  paid  not  tho 
least  attention  ;  it  is  much  easier  to  criticise  than  to  execute, 
jiud  their  remarks  were  beneath  my  notice. 

"  I  willingly  allow,  that  what  few  things  I  have  hitherto 
shown,  the  essentials  arc  so  simple  that  each  major  could 
perhaps  have  introduced  them.  Notwithstanding  the  num- 
ber of  foreign  officers  of  merit  who  arrived  long  before  me,  I 
found  it  left  for  me.  Be  it  as  it  may,  whatever  military  talents 
I  may  possess,  they  are  dedicated  to  the  service  of  this  conn- 
try,  to  which  I  join  a  zeal  for  which  I  can  answer,  and  I  be- 
lieve I  can  offer  no  more." 

The  letter  which  Steuben  at  this  time  wrote  to  Washing- 
ton, shows,  on  the  one  hand,  his  uncertainty,  and  the  very 
slender  hopes  he  entertained  in  regard  to  tlie  final  regulation 
of  the  inspectorship,  and  proves,  on  the  other  hand,  the  inde- 
cision of  Congress  in  the  matter. 

"  On  my  arrival  in  this  city,"  says  he,  dated  Philadelphia  on 
the  Olh  of  December  1 778,*  "  I  delivered  your  Excellency's  let- 
ter to  Mr.  President  Laurens,  accompanied  with  one  from  .  .  . 
acquainting  Congress  in  what  manner  I  intended  to  proceed 
in  the  business.  I  ailerwards,  in  another  letter,  requested  to 
know  to  whom  I  was  to  apply  for  the  necessary  information  on 
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the  hubject.  To  these  letters  I  have  had  no  other  reply  than 
a  resolve,  directing  the  board  of  war  to  furnish  nie  with  every 
information  I  may  want  on  the  subject.  I  have  not  Iiitlierto 
been  able  to  get  a  sight  of  the  plan  projwsed  by  a  fbrnier 
committee,  and  to  which  your  Excellency  subjoined  your  re- 
marks, nor  can  I  get  the  least  information  in  whose  IuukIs  that 
j>lan  is.  All  I  can  learn  from  Mr.  President  Reed,  who  pre- 
sided in  that  committee,  is,  that  th.it  plan,  though  founded  on 
the  one  I  proposed,  differed  from  it  materially,  and  that  the 
authority  of  the  inspector  general  was  therein  much  more  ex- 
tended than  I  proposed,  and  when  I  can  procure  the  other  I 
shall  see  wherein  we  have  differed.  However  it  may  be,  I  re- 
peat that  I  shall,  without  the  least  deviation,  conform  to  any 
remarks  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  make.  I  shall 
endeavor  to  convince  your  Excellency  and  the  whole  army, 
that  nothing  but  the  good  of  the  service,  and  not  any  personal 
views,  shall  direct  my  actions.  The  American  soldier  under 
my  orders  is,  at  the  same  time,  a  member  of  the  republic! 
serve.  If  every  officer  and  soldier  would  consider  me  in  the 
same  liurht,  it  seems  to  me  nianv  obstacles  would  be  avoided. 
With  respect  to  your  Excellency,  I  again  bog  you  to  consider 
me  as  an  instrument  in  your  hands  for  the  good  of  the  army 
which  has  the  honor  to  serve  under  your  orders." 

''I  had  the  honor,"  answered  Washinfrton,  on  the  19th  of 
December,*  1778,  '*  of  receiving,  a  few  days  since,  your  letter 
of  the  Cth  instant.  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  polite  as- 
surances you  give;  and,  in  my  turn,  I  bog  you  will  believe 
that  when  the  institution,  at  the  head  of  wliich  you  have  l>een 
placed,  can  once  be  established  on  a  footing  mutually  agree- 
able to  you  and  to  the.  army,  to  which  end  all  the  ineasmes 
I  have  taken  in  it  have  been  directed,  I  shall  be  haj>py  to 
give  you  every  support  in  my  power,  to  facilitate  your  opera- 
tions. In  doing  this,  I  shall  equally  consult  the  persoiwl  con- 
sideration I  have  for  you,  and  the  improvement  and  benefit  of 
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tlu'  army,  whioli,  I  am  persuaded,  will  be  greatly  promoted  by 
a  full  (.'xcrlion  of  the  talents,  experience,  and  activity  of  which 
you  have  already  given  the  most  satisfactory  proof." 

"  I  am  sorry,"  adds  Alexander  Hamilton,  Washington's 
aid-de-camp,*  "  that  your  business  does  not  seem  to  make  so 
sjKjedy  a  progress  as  we  all  wish,  but  I  liope  it  will  soon  come 
to  a  satisfactory  termination.  I  wish  you  to  be  in  a  situation 
to  emj)loy  yourself  usefully  and  agreeably,  and  to  contribute 
to  giving  our  military  constitution  that  order  and  perfection  it 
certainly  wants." 

All  the  good  wishes  of  Washington,  Hamilton,  Laurens, 
and  others,  were,  however,  ineffectual,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  winter  passed  before  Congress  adojUed  Steuben's  plan 
and  views.  On  the  18th  of  February,  17V9,  it  took  into  con- 
sideration the  reports  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr,  M. 
Smith,  ]VIr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  ]Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  T.  Ad- 
ams, appohited  to  confer  with  the  commander-in-chief;  and, 
thereupon,  agreed  to  the  following  plan  for  the  department 
of  inspector  general  :f 

"  Jlcsolred^  That  there  be  an  inspector  general  to  the  ar- 
mies of  the  United  States,  with  the  rank  of  major  general, 
who,  hi  all  future  aj)pointments,  shall  be  taken  from  the  line 
of  major  generals : 

"That  the  duty  of  the  inspector  general  shall  principally 
consist  in  forming  a  system  of  regulations  for  the  exercise  of 
the  troops  in  the  manual  evolutions  and  maneuvers,  for  the 
service  of  guards  and  detachments,  and  for  cam]>  and  garrison 
dutv : 

"That  the  inspector  general,  and  his  assistants,  shall  review 
the  troops  at  such  times  and  places,  and  receive  such  returns 
for  that  purpose,  as  the  commander-in-chief,  or  commanding 
officer  in  a  detachment,  shall  direct ;  at  which  reviews,  he  or 
they  shall  inspect  the  number  and  condition  of  the  men,  their 
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and  doAeB;  observing  what  of  these  articles  have  been  lost 
or  spcnled  since  the  last  review,  and,  as  nearly  as  possible,  by 
what  means;  reporting  the  same,  with  the  deficiencies  and  neg- 
kota,  to  the  commanderin-chief,  or  the  commanding  officer  of 
a  detachment,  and  to  the  board  of  war : 

**That  all  new  maneuvers  shall  be  introduced  by  the  in- 
spector general,  and  all  old  ones  performed  according  to  the 
established  principles,  under  his  superintendency ;  but  be  shall 
not  introduce  or  practice  any  regulations  relative  to  the  ob- 
jects of  his  department,  save  such  as  are  made  and  estab- 
lished in  manner  foUowing :  all  regulations  whatsoever  to  be 
finally  approved  and  established  by  Congress.  But  the  exi- 
gence of  the  service  requiring  it,  temporary  ones  may,  from 
time  to  time,  be  introduced  by  the  inspector  general,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  commander-in-chief.  These  regulations  to 
be  communicated  to  the  army  through  the  adjutant  general, 
and  to  be  transmitted  to  the  board  of  war  with  all  convenient 
dispatch,  that,  being  examined  and  reported  by  them  to  Con- 
gress, they  may  be  rejected,  altered,  amended,  or  confirmed, 
as  Congress  shall  deem  proper : 

^That  there  be  as  many  sub-inspectors  as  the  commander- 
in-chief,  or  commanding  officer  in  a  detachment,  shall,  on  con- 
mderation  of  the  strength  and  situation  of  the  army,  from 
time  to  time  deem  necessary,  to  be  taken  from  the  line  of  lieu- 
tenant colonels,  and  to  receive  their  instruetions  relative  to 
tbe  department  from  the  inspector  general : 

"Tliat  there  be  one  brigade  inspector  to  each  brigade, 
who  shall  be  one  of  the  majors  in  the  brigade,  and  that  the 
office  of  brigade  inspector  shall  in  future  be  annexed  to  that 
of  major  of  brigade.  He  shall  accordingly  keep  a  roster  of 
the  battalions  of  his  brigade,  regulate  the  details,  and  take 
care  of  the  formation  and  march  of  all  guards,  detachments, 
etc.,  from  the  brigade.  He  is  to  receive  the  general  orders 
and  communicate  them  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
ie  and  regiments,  and  through  the  adjutants  to  all  the 
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officers  of  the  brigade.  He  is,  so  fitr  as  conoerna  his  brigade 
to  inspect  the  police  of  the  oamp,  the  discipline  and  order  of 
the  service.  In  time  of  action  he  is  to  assist  in  exeoating  Xbm 
necessary  maneuvers  of  the  brigade,  according  to  tbie  orden 
of  the  brigadier  or  officer  commanding.  He  is  to  do  no  duty 
in  the  line: 

^^That  all  the  officers  of  the  inspectorship,  having  appoint- 
ments in  the  line,  shall  retain  their  rights  of  command,  sne- 
oession,  and  promotion,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  not 
assumed  the  office.  But  as  the  duties  of  this  department  are 
sufficient  to  employ  their  whole  time,  they  are  to  suspend  the 
exercise  of  their  respective  commands,  except  on  particular 
occasions,  when  the  commander-in-chief,  or  commanding  of^ 
ficer  in  a  detachment  may  deem  it  necessary  to  invest  them 
with  command.  They  are  to  be  exempted  from  all  common 
camp  and  garrison  duty,  that  they  may  attend  the  more 
carefully  to  those  of  the  inspector,  and  in  time  of  action  they 
are  to  be  employed  in  assisting  in  the  execution  of  the  field 
maneuvers : 

''That  the  inspector  general,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  in* 
spection  of  the  ai  iny,  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  Congress, 
the  board  of  war,  and  the  commander-in-chief  only ;  but  the 
sub-inspectors  shall  also  be  subject  to  the  officers  commanding 
the  divisions  and  bngades  to  which  they  are  attached  on  the 
principles  herein  established : 

''  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  inspector  general,  in  oon« 
sideration  of  the  extraordinary  expenses  which  attend  the  exe* 
cution  of  his  office,  eighty-four  doUara  per  month,  in  addition 
to  the  pay  and  rations  of  a  major  general,  heretofore  provided.*** 

At  the  session  of  the  20th  of  March,  1779,  '*a  letter  of 
the  25th,  from  Baron  Steuben,  was  read,  accompanied  with 
a  system  of  regulations  for  the  infantry  of  the  United  States ; 
aho  a  letter  from  the  board  of  war,  representing  that  Baron 
Steuben,  inspector  general,  has  formed  a  system  of  exer- 
*  Journals  of  Ckxigresfl^  ses^n  of  the  18th  of  Febmary,  1779. 
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«in  nd  diiciplbe  for  the  infiuitty  of  the  United  StatM; 
thit  tbe  ame  hu  heen  sabmitted  to  the  inipeotion  of  the 
omniiunder-in-chie^  and  his  remarks  thereon  and  amend- 
msBts  incorporated  in  the  work ;  that  it  has  been  examined 
vidi  attention  by  the  board,  and  is  highly  approved,  as  being 
oaloolated  to  produce  important  advantages  to  tbe  States,  and 
therefore  praying  '  that  it  may  receive  the  sanction  of  Con- 
gress and  be  committed  to  the  press ;'  whereapon, 

"  OongresB  passed  the  following  order,  to  be  pirefized  to 
tbe  said  regabitions  for  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  troops 
<tf  the  United  States  :— 

"  Congress  judging  it  of  the  greatest  importance  to  pre- 
Bcribe  some  invariable  rales  for  the  order  and  discipline  of  the 
troops,  espedally  for  the  purpose  of  introdncing  a  uniformity 
in  tbeir  formation  and  maneuvers,  and  in  the  service  of  the 
oamp: 

*'  Ordered,  Tliat  the  following  regulations  be  observed  by 
all  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  that  all  general  and 
other  officers  cause  the  same  to  be  executed  with  all  posuble 


**  Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  canse  as  many  copies 
thereof  to  be  printed,  as  they  shall  deem  requisite  for  the  use 
of  the  troops." 

Before  we  pass  from  the  consideration  of  the  events  of  the 
year  1T78,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  give  Steuben's  opinion  con- 
oeming  the  result  of  the  last  campaign,  as  detailed  by  bim  in 
an  interesting  letter,  which  be  wrote  at  the  end  of  that  year, 
to  James  Lowell,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  foreign  af- 
foira.* 

"If  I  have  not  answered  the  two  letters  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  receive  from  yon,  it  was  in  order  not  to  trouble  yon 
with  a  correspond euce  less  iutcrcHting  than  the  affairs  with 
which  you  are  charged.  AH  that  I  can  say,  dear  sir,  in  i-egard 
to  tbe  inspection,  is  that  I  ehall  respectfolly  wait  for  the  de- 
*  Stenbco  US.  Fqwfs,  voL  zUL 


rM  LIFX    or    BTBVBXV. 

ciflion  of  Congress  in  tbis  matter.  When  I  mmde  appUoatioa 
for  various  arrangements  which  I  thonght  necessary  for  the 
good  of  the  army,  I  have  fulfilled  a  self-imposed  daty.  %oiild 
the  said  arrangements  not  be  carried  oat,  tben  I  have  eased 
my  mind,  and  shall  be  justified  in  the  eyes  of  every  military 
num.  Let  us,  however,  leave  this  matter,  and  look  for  a 
moment  on  the  actual  situation  of  our  war  operations. 

^^  We  have  very  fortunately  escaped  a  serious  danger  at 
Rhode  Island.  The  enemy  can  not  boast  of  having  gained  the 
least  advantage  over  the  allied  fleet,  nor  over  our  army.  A 
change  in  the  wind  has  favored  him  and  caused  the  ^ure  of 
our  plan.  As  it  is  but  fair  to  render  justice  even  to  our 
enemies,  we  ought  to  admit  that  the  English  and  the  wind 
have  made  us  miss  two  highly  important  strokes — ^that  on  the 
Delaware  because  the  French  fleet  did  not  arrive  a  little 
earlier,  and  that  on  Rhode  Island.  I^  when  I  made  war 
under  the  King  of  Prussia,  we  had  escaped  two  such  strokes 
in  one  campaign,  we  should  have  called  that  a  successful  cam* 
paign.  Here  we  are  now  on  the  defensive,  a  species  of  war- 
fare extremely  difiicult  and  oflentimes  dangerous.  We  have 
two  objects  to  attain  equally  important — ^to  retain  possession  of 
the  Koith  river,  and  to  bring  our  main  force  close  to  Boston* 

^^  In  case  the  enemy  should  undertake  any  operation,  these 
two  objects  are  very  fiir  distant  from  one  another.  Our  land 
force,  such  as  it  is,  must  be  ready  to  resist,  at  the  right  or  the 
lefl,  wherever  the  enemy  thinks  proper  to  attack  us.  Now 
what  will  become  of  that  unhappy  province,  the  JerseySi 
which  is  actually  menaced  with  devastation  and  fire  by  the 
enemy  ?  Lord  Cornwallis  has  entered  it  with  a  body  of  prob> 
ably  six  thousand  men.  Will  Lord  Stirling  be  able  to  oppose 
such  a  force  with  his  three  brigades,  the  number  of  which  I 
will  not  mention,  so  as  not  to  annoy  you  ?  Perhaps  you  will 
say,  '  The  militia  of  New  Jersey.'  But  is  the  militia  still  an- 
imated by  the  same  spirit  as  it  was  when  America  had  no 
regular  army?    Now,  allowing  for  the  said  three  brigades, 
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ttd  two  more  at  ProTidenoe,  look  at  this  side  of  the  river 
aad  tell  me  what  other  forces  have  we  there  ?  Do  not  be 
jd^ded,  sir,  by  the  rolls  of  our  regiments  or  brigades ;  de- 
duct therefrom,  unhesitatinglj,  one  third  for  those  who,  either 
for  the  want  of  clothing  or  shoes,  are  unable  to  make  a  single 
march  in  the  present  season  of  the  year,  when  the  nights  are 
already  cold  and  wet.  I  am  not  afraid  to  tell  you  the  truth, 
disogreeable  as  it  is ;  no,  on  the  contrary,  I  consider  it  my 
duty  to  show  you  the  actual  situation  of  our  army.  I  beg 
you  rather,  sir,  to  examine  attentively  the  land  forces  which 
the  enemy  possesses  on  this  continent ;  look  at  their  number, 
their  nourishment,  clothing,  arms,  order  and  discipline ;  see 
how  much  we  are  inferior,  in  all  these  respects,  to  them,  and 
then  answer  me  if  our  game  is  not  a  very  hazardous  one  ? 

^  How  long  will  our  country  continue  to  stake  her  fortune 
upon  the  issue  of  one  day  ?  How  many  more  millions  has 
the  devastation  of  the  Jerseys  devoured  than  it  would  have 
taken  for  the  States  to  have  completed  the  regiments  upon 
the  plan  adopted  by  Congress,  in  which  case  we  should  have 
had  an  army  of  forty  thousand  men  ?  Had  we  had  this  force, 
nay,  had  we  had  only  thirty  thousand,  would  the  enemy  ever 
have  dared  to  put  a  foot  out  of  New  York  island  ? 

^^  Too  numerous  an  army  is  expensive,  but  too  small  an 
army  is  dangerous.  In  1776  General  Washingtoi  had  the 
glory  to  maintain  himself  at  the  head  of  an  aimy  of  eighteen 
thousand  man.  I  sincerely  hope  that  he  may  not  have  that 
glory  a  second  time.  If  too  much  backwardness  had  not  been 
exhibited  in  this  matter,  the  war  would  probably  have  been 
already  at  an  end.  In  order  to  secure  peace  on  a  solid  and 
honorable  basis,  it  is  prudent  to  redouble  every  preparation 
for  carrying  on  the  war. 

^^  This  is  the  system  which  I  think  Is  adapted  to  our  pres- 
ent situation,  besides  which,  if  our  regiments  are  not  com- 
pleted and  put  upon  an  equal  and  uniform  footing,  numerically 
qpeaking,  it  is  out  of  the  question  to  introduce  order  or  uni- 
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formity  in  the  administration  or  diaoipline  of  the  army.  •  .  .  * 
a  regiment  of  cavalry  which  we  have  lost  by  surprise.  In  xm* 
sequence  of  the  bad  discipline,  the  service  of  the  picket  guards 
of  patrols  is  entirely  neglected  in  our  army.  Our  oavalry  is 
without  a  leader — not  a  single  officer  of  that  arm  understands 
the  daty.  They  are  brave,  I  have  no  doubt,  but  bravery 
alone  does  not  coostitatc  an  officer. 

"  Is  that  not  a  long  jeremiade  upon  the  oondicion  of  our 
army  ?  I^  however,  I  had  described  tlie  things  as  they  really 
are,  the  truth  would  surpass  all  probability.  Be  persuaded, 
ttr,  that  it  is  only  to  you  that  I  venture  to  make  these  confi- 
dential communications.  I  know  very  well  that  under  the 
present  circumstances  it  is  necessary  to  look  cheerfully  when 
one  feels  most  sadly.  I  most  siuccrely  wbh  the  wel&re  of  this 
country,  and  that  alone  is  the  motive  of  my  solidtude.'' 

*  Illegible  in  the  originaL 
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fInirBxxli  Stat  at  PnxLAi>sLPuiAw— Hi  oomtosh  thk  **  Bsoulatioxs  rom  mx  Okosb 

AXD  DI8CIPLI5K  OF  TBB    TrOOPS  OF  TUE    UXITKD  StaTXS." — BaSIS  OF  Ult  SySTXH. 

—His  AssnTAim.— Thp.  Coxtkntb  of  ttik  Book.— Rkyikw  op  m  twcntt-pitb 
CBArruM.— Appk:idix,  costairinu  tiib  Ivstructioxs  pos  Officbbs,  SKBUSAinn, 
Ajro  SoLviEBS.— Tnp.  Way  in  which  tiic  Book  was  fixiaiied. — Wabiiiituton*!*  ao- 

XiroirLEI>GI2(0  LbTTRK.— STRi:BEN'li  An'HWEE.— (.'ONOBXSS  ADOPTS  1118  WOBK  FOB  TBI 

Bekbfit  OF  TUE  Akmt.— KwjoLrTioN  OF  THE  29tii  uf  Makcii,  1779.--I)elav  in 

FBXXTIKO  Tins  BoOK.— STBtTVEX'S  IXl'ATIBNCB.— LrTTBKS  OP  PlCKBBINO  AMD  PbTXM. 
— WaKT  OF    WOBKUfOMEM    AND    MaTEBIALS    IX    PdILAUELPUIA.— UE80I.UTI0N8    OV 

Cuxobbss  of  TUE  Srru  of  Apbil,  1779. — Letteb  op  William  Livingston. — ^LcT- 
tbb  of  the  Fbench  Axbassadob. — Steuben  prepares  to  join  the  Abxt.— Ss- 

WARDS  TO  1U8  ASHISTANTS. — CoMlC  PuOPOSITION  OF  Mr.  KoOT  OF  CONNECTICUT. — 
nX  GOES  TO  HrAD-QUABTXBS  AT  MlDDLEBR<>OK. 

WE  have  seen  in  the  preceding  chapter,  that  one  of  the 
priocipal  objects  of  Steubcn^s  stay  at  Philadelphia  duiiDg 
the  ^-inter  of  1778-1779,  was  to  coinpose  a  book  of  regula- 
tions lor  the  American  army.  He  selected  for  that  purpose 
Colonel  Fleury  and  Captain  Walker  as  his  assistants,  Captain 
De  PEnfant  to  draw  the  plans,  and  Mr.  Dnponceau  as  his 
secretary.  He  began  his  work  with  the  infantry  regulations. 
The  rules  which  he  laid  down  for  himself  were — not  to  be 
influenced  by  any  predilection  for  any  European  work  on 
the  subject,  and  to  extract  the  good  and  leave  the  bad  and 
Uio  useless  of  them  all;  to  be  as  short  and  explicit  as  pos- 
sible, and  only  to  treat  the  most  essential  matters;  to  di- 
vide his  book  into  four  parts — 1st,  the  service  of  the  in- 
fantry in  the  field ;  2d,  service  in  garrison  and  on  parade ; 
3d,  service  of  the  cavalry,  and  4th,  the  service  of  light 
troops.  He  only  intended  to  finish  the  first  part  during  the 
winter ;  in  fact  the  others  have  never  been  finished  since  for 
want  of  time  and  means,  although  that  part  relating  to  the 
cavalry  was  in  manuscript  ready  to  be  printed. 
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These  ^^RegukUions  far  the  Order  and  Disdplme  <^  thu 
Troop8  of  the  United  States^^^  contain  twenty-five  chapteiVi 
the  first  of  which  speaks  of  the  arms  and  accouterments  of  the 
ofiioers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  (they  should 
be  uniform  throughout) ;  the  second  detdls  the  objects  with 
which  the  officers  and  non-commissoned  officers  should  be  ac- 
quainted. 

The  officers  and  non-commisaioned  offioers  of  each  regiment  are  to 
be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  manual  exercise,  marchings  and  firings, 
that  they  may  be  able  to  instruct  their  soldiers  when  necessary ;  they 
must  also  be  acquainted  with  tlie  dress,  discipline,  and  police  of  the 
troops,  and  with  every  thing  that  relates  to  the  service.  The  command- 
ing officer  of  each  regiment  is  to  be  answerable  for  the  general  instruc- 
tion of  the  regiment,  and  is  to  exercise,  or  cause  to  be  exercised,  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  soldiers,  whenever  he  thinks 
proper. 

The  third  chapter  treats  of  the  formation  of  a  company. 

To  be  formed  in  two  ranks,  at  one  pace  distance,  with  the  tallest 
men  in  the  rear,  and  both  ranks  sized  with  the  shortest  men  of  each  in 
the  center. 

The  fourth  chapter  relates  to  the  formation  of  a  regiment. 

A  regiment  is  to  consist  of  eight  companies,  which  are  to  be  posted 
in  the  following  order  from  right  to  Icfl^  First^  captains,  colonels; 
fourth,  captains,  majors ;  third,  captains,  lieutenant  colonels ;  fifth,  ca|>- 
tains ;  second,  captains.  Yov  tlie  greater  facility  in  maneuvering,  each 
regiment  consisting  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  files,  is  to  be 
formed  in  two  battalions,  with  an  interval  of  twenty  paces  between 
them,  and  one  color  posted  in  the  center  of  each  battalion.  When  a 
regiment  is  reduced  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  files,  it  is  to  be  filed  in 
one  battalion,  with  both  colors  in  the  center.  Every  battalion,  whether 
it  compose  the  whole  or  only  half  of  a  regiment,  is  to  be  divided  into 
four  divisions  and  eight  platoons,  no  platoon  to  consist  of  less  than  ten 
files,  so  that  a  regiment  consisting  of  less  than  eighty  files  can  not  form 
a  battalion,  but  must  be  incorporated  with  some  other,  or  employed  on 
detachment.  When  the  light  company  is  with  the  regiment  it  must  be 
formed  twenty  paces  on  the  right^  on  the  parade,  but  must  not  inter- 
fere with  the  exercise  of  tlie  battalion,  but  exercise  by  itself;  and  when 
tlie  light  infantry  ore  embodied,  every  four  companies  will  form  a  bat- 
talion, and  exercise  in  the  same  manner  as  the  l^tttalion  in  the  line. 
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^6  fifth  chapter  teaches  the  instrnction  of  recruits. 

The  commanding  oiEcer  of  each  company  is  charged  with  the  in- 
struction of  his  recruits,  and  as  that  is  a  service  that  requires  not  onlj 
experience,  but  a  patience  and  temper  not  met  with  in  every  officer, 
he  18  to  make  choice  of  an  offioer,  sergeant,  and  one  or  two  corporals 
of  his  company,  who,  being  approved  of  by  the  colonel,  are  to  attend 
particularly  to  that  business;  but  in  case  of  the  arrival  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  recruits,  every  officer,  without  distinction,  is  to  be  employed  on 
that  service.  ....  The  recruits  must  be  taken  singly,  and  first  taught 
to  put  on  their  accouterments,  and  carry  themselves  properly. 

It  then  prescribes  the  position  of  the  soldier,  1st,  without 
arms ;  2d,  under  arms,  and  lastly,  the  manual  exercise. 

When  the  recruits  have  practiced  the  foregoing  exercises  till  they 
Bsre  sofficienUy  expert,  they  must  be  sent  to  exercise  with  their  com- 
pany. 

The  sixth  chapter  gives  the  exercise  of  a  company.  It  is 
divided  into  live  articles.  The  first  treats  of  opening  the  ranks ; 
the  second,  of  the  firings ;  the  third,  of  the  march  ;  the  foartb, 
of  wheeling;  and  the  fifth,  of  breaking  off  and  forming  by  the 
oblique  step. 

Two  or  more  companies  may  be  joined  to  perform  the  company  ex- 
ercise when  they  have  been  suffioicntly  exercised  by  single  companies, 
but  not  till  then ;  the  inattention  of  the  soldiers,  and  difficulty  of  in- 
structing Uicm,  increasing  in  proportion  with  the  numbers. 

The  seventh  chapter  treats  of  the  exercise  of  a  battalion  ; 
the  eighth,  of  the  points  of  view  ;  the  ninth  enters  into  the 
details  of  the  formation  and  displaying  of  Columns,  with  the 
method  of  changing  front,  and  consists  of  ten  articles,  the  last 
of  which  "  of  changing  the  front  of  a  line,"  concludes  as  fol- 
lows: 

If  it  be  necessary  to  change  the  front  of  a  line  consisting  of  more 
than  a  brigade,  the  simplest  and  surest  method  is  to  form  close  columns, 
either  by  brigades  or  battalions,  march  them  to  the  direction  required, 
and  display. 

The  tenth  chapter  speaks,  in  five  articles,  of  the  march  of 

odamnf.    We  insert  here  the  first  two : 

9* 
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The  inarch  of  columns  is  an  o{)cration  so  often  repeated,  and  of  so 
much  consequonco,  that  it  must  be  considered  as  an  essential  article  in 
tlie  instruction  of  both  oflicers  and  men. 

Article  I.  TIte  March  of  an  Open  Column.  —  Column/  March/ 
The  whole  column  must  always  bi'gin  to  march,  and  halt,  at  the  same 
time,  and  only  by  order  of  the  commanding  officer.  After  the  first 
twenty  paces,  he  should  command — Support — Arms/  when  the  men 
may  march  more  at  their  ejuc,  but  keeping  their  files  close.  Before  the 
colunm  halts,  ho  should  command —  Carry  arms  /  Column  /  Halt  /  Dreaa 
to  the  rujht/  When  marching  in  open  column,  the  officer  commanding 
will  open  from  battsilion,  by  wlieeling  to  tlie  right  or  left,  in  order  to 
see  if  the  officeis  have  preserved  tlic  proper  distances  between  the 
platocms. 

Article  II.  Columns  chamjing  ilie  Direction  of  their  March. — When 
a  column  is  obliged  to  change  the  direction  of  ita  march,  the  front 
platoun  must  not  wheel  around  on  its  Hank,  but  advance  in  a  direction 
moie  ur  loss  circular,  according  to  the  depth  of  the  column,  that  the  other 
platoons  may  follow.  An  open  column  clianges  tlic  direction  of  its 
march  by  wheeling  the  Iront  platoon,  tlie  others  following;  in  doing 
which  the  officers  commanding  the  platoons  must  be  particularly  careful 
that  their  platoons  wh(»el  on  the  Siime  ground  with  the  front  platoon, 
for  which  j)urpoiie  a  sergeant  should  be  lell  to  mark  tlie  pivot  on  which 
they  arc  to  wheel. 

Article  three  of  this  chapter  treats  of  the  passage  of  a  defile 
by  a  ooluinn  ;  article  four,  of  a  column  crossing  a  plain,  liable 
to  be  attacked  by  cavalry  ;  and  article  iive,  of  a  column  march- 
ing  by  its  flank. 

The  eleventh  chapter —  Of  tlie  March  in  Line — is  divided 
into  nine  articles,  the  first  three  of  which  are  the  most  impor- 
tant. 

Article  I. — The  March  to  the  Front. — Battalion/  Forward/  At 
this  caution,  the  ea^ign,  with  the  colors,  advances  six  paces ;  tlie  ser^ 
geant  who  covered  him  taking  his  place.  The  whole  are  to  dress  by 
the  ct^lors.  The  commandant  of  the  battalion  will  be  posted  two  paces 
in  front  of  the  colors,  and  will  give  the  ensign  an  object  to  serve  as  a 
direction  for  him  to  march  strai^'^ht  forward — March/  The  ensign  who 
carrit'S  the  eo  o:\s  will  be  careful  to  march  straight  to  the  object  given 
hiiji  by  the  col<;n(l;  to  do  which  he  must,  fix  on  some  int^Tuiediate  ob- 
ject. If  many  battalions  are  in  the  line,  tlie  ensign  must  dre:*^  by  the 
ensign  in  the  center;  if  only  two,  they  will  dress  by  each  other.     They 
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must  be  very  careful  not  to  advance  beyond  Uie  battalion  they  are  to 
dress  by,  it  being  much  easier  to  advance  than  to  fall  back.  Should  a 
battalion  by  any  cause  be  hindered  from  advancing  in  Ime  with  the  rest, 
the  ensign  of  that  battalion  must  drop  liis  colors  as  a  sijni.il  to  the  othtT 
battalions  (who  might  otherwis<.'  stop  to  dross  by  them)  not  to  conform 
to  their  movements ;  tlie  colors  to  1)C  raised  again  when  the  battahon 
has  advauc/*d  to  its  jK)Pt  in  tlie  line.  The  commanding  officer  of  ea<*h 
battalion  must  be  careful  that  his  men  dress  and  keep  tlieir  files  clos*% 
and  to  preserve  the  proper  distances  between  his  own  battalion  and 
tJiose  on  his  flanks  ;  and  when  he  finds  that  he  is  too  near  the  one  or 
the  other,  must  command — 

'     *^  {Left! 

when  the  battalion  will  mar(.'h  by  the  oblique  step,  as  ordered,  till  they 
have  recovered  their  distance,  and  receive  the  command — Forward! 
upon  which  the  battalion  will  march  forwanl,  and  the  ensign  take  a  new 
object  to  march  to.  If  the  distance  is  augmented  or  diminished  only 
two  or  three  paces,  tlie  commanding  oflieer  will  order  the  colors  to 
incline  a  little,  and  thus  march  forward,  the  latter  lino  conforming  to 
their  movement.  The  ofiicers  commanding  j)latoons  will  continually 
have  an  eye  over  them,  immediattily  remedying  any  defect,  carefully 
dressing  witli  the  center,  and  keeping  ste{)  with  the  colors.  The  olli- 
cers  in  the  rear  must  take  care  of  the  second  rank,  remedying  any  de- 
fect-, in  a  low  voice,  and  with  as  little  noise  as  pos.siblc.  The  s<)ldi(;r 
must  not  advance  out  of  the  rank  the  shoulder  opposite  the  side  he 
dresses  to ;  he  must  not  crowd  his  right  or  left  hand  man,  but  give  way 
to  the  pressure  of  tlie  c<*nter,  and  resist  that  of  the  wings.  lie  must 
have  his  eye  continually  fixed  on  the  colors,  turning  his  head  more  or 
less,  in  proportion  to  his  dLstaneo  from  tlieni. 

Battalion  !  Halt  I     The  whole  stop  short  on  the  feet  thus  advanced. 

Dress  io  (hf.  right  I  Tlio  m«'n  dress  to  th<>  right,  and  the  colors  fall 
back  into  the  ranks. 

Articlk  II. —  Of  the  Charge  with  IkiyomUi. — The  line  niarehing,  \\w 
C(»nimanding  oflicer,  on  aj)proaelung  the  enemy,  coniau<ls,  March ! 
March! — on  which  the  whole  advance  by  the  quick  stcj).  Charge — 
hayouf.ts!  Tlie  line  charge  their  bayonets,  and  quiokt.'n  Lht^ir  step;  iIk* 
drums  beat  the  long  roll,  and  the  offieei-s  and  men  must  take  cart?  to  tlress 
to  the  center,  and  not  crowd  or  open  their  file55.  Butfalion  ! — Shw  step ! — 
The  battalion  fall  into  the  slow  stej"),  and  eariy  their  arni.'J.  Halt! — 
JjTftss  to  the  right!     The  battaUon  halt.-*,  and  dicsst's  to  the  right. 

Article  III. — Method  of  passing  any  ObstacM  in  Front  'bf  a  Line. — 
When  an  obstacle  presents  it<^e If  before  any  division,  platoon,  or  number 
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of  files^  the  officer  comimmcling  the  platoons^  eto^  oommaad^y  Brmk 
efff—on  which  tlie  files  ubstructed  face  outwards  from  their  center^ 
anil  follow  by  files  tlie  platoons  on  their  right  and  left ;  if  the  platoons 
on  the  wings  are  obstructed,  tliey  will  face  inwards^  and  follow  in  the 
8anie  manner.     In  proportion  as  the  ground  permits,  the  files  will  njar.h 
up  to  their  places  in  front,  dress,  and  take  step  with  colors. 
Article  IV. — Passage  of  a  Defile  in  Front  by  Platoons, 
Article  V. — Passage  of  a  Defile  in  Front  by  Files, 
Article  VL — 0/  the  March  in  Retreat 
Article  VI  L — Passage  of  a  Defile  in  Retreat  by  Platoons, 
Article  VIII. — Passage  of  a  Defile  in  Retreat  by  FUes, 
Article  IX, — Method  of  passing  the  Front  Line  to  the  Rear, 

The  twelflh  chapter —  0/  t/ie  Dispositiofh  of  the  Fields 
pieces  attached  to  the  Brigades — we  give  in  full : 

The  field-pieces  attached  to  the  diflferent  brigades  must  always  re- 
main with  them,  encamping  on  their  right,  unless  the  quarter-master 
general  thinks  proper  to  place  them  on  any  advantageous  piece  of 
ground  in  front.  When  the  army  marches  by  the  right,  the  field-pieces 
must  march  at  the  head  of  their  respective  brigades;  when  it  marches 
by  the  lelY,  they  follow  in  the  rear,  unless  circumstances  determine  tlio 
general  to  order  otherwise ;  but^  whether  they  march  in  front,  center, 
oi"  rear  of  their  brigade?,  they  must  always  march  between  tlie  bat- 
tilions,  and  never  between  the  platoons.  In  maneuvering,  they  must 
also  follow  their  briga<les,  performing  the  maneuvers  and  evolutions 
with  them,  observing  that  when  tlic  close  column  Ls  formed  tliey  must 
always  proceed  to  the  flank  of  the  column  opposed  to  that  side  their 
brigade  is  to  display  to ;  and,  on  the  column's  displaying,  they  follow 
the  first  division  of  their  brigade,  and,  when  that  halts  and  forms,  the 
field-pieces  immediately  take  their  post  on  its  right 

The  thirteenth  chapter — Of  tfie  Firings — begins  as  fol- 
lows : 

When  the  troops  are  to  exercise  with  powder,  the  officers  must 
carefully  inspect  the  arms  and  cartridge-boxes,  and  take  away  all  the 
caitridges  with  ball.  The  first  part  of  the  general  will  be  the  signal  for 
all  firing  to  cease,  on  the  beating  of  which  the  officers  and  non-commi»» 
sioned  officers  must  see  that  their  platoons  cease  firing,  load  and  shoul- 
der as  quick  as  possible.  The  commanding  ofiicer  will  continue  the 
signal  till  lie  aces  that  the  men  have  loaded  and  shouldered. 

And  then  treats,  in  four  articles — 
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1.  Of  Filing  hy  Battalion, 

2.  Of  Firing  hy  Divisions  and  Platoons, 

3.  Of  Firing  Advancing;  and 

4.  Of  Firing  Retreating, 

The  chapters  fourteen  to  eighteen  prescribe  the  rules  for  the 
march  of  an  army  or  corps,  for  the  baggage  on  the  march,  the 
manner  of  laying  out  a  camp,  with  the  order  of  encampment ; 
the  manner  of  entering  a  camp,  and  the  necessary  regulations 
for  preserving  order  and  cleanliness  in  the  camp.  We  insert  here 
the  fourteenth  chapter —  Of  the  March  of  an  Army  or  Corps — 
in  full,  in  order  to  show  the  minuteness  with  which  the  small- 
est details  of  the  service  are  alluded  to : 

The  greatest  attention  on  the  part  of  the  officers  is  necessary  at  all 
times,  but  more  particularly  on  a  march.     The  soldiers  being  then  per- 
mitted to  march  at  their  ease,  with  the  ranks  and  files  open,  without 
the  greatest  care,  these  get  confounded  une  with  another;  and,  if  sud- 
denly attacked,  instead  of  being  able  to  form  iuiinediatoly  in  order  6f 
battle,  the  whole  line  is  thrown  into  the  utujost  confusion.     The  order 
for  the  march  of  an  army  being  given,  the  adjutant  general  will  appoint 
tlie  field  officers  for  the  advanced  and  rear  guards,  and  issue  onlers  to 
tile  brigade  majors  to  have  ready  their  respective  quotas  of  other  offi- 
cers and  men  for  the  advanced  guard,  wliich  will  consLst  of  tlie  number 
necessary  for  the  guards  of  the  new  camp.     These,  together  with  a  pio- 
neer of  each  company,  and  a  sergeant  from  the  regiment  to  conduct  them, 
must  be  warned  the  evening  before.     At  the  beating  of  the  general,  the 
troops  are  immediately  to  strike  their  touts  and  load  the  wagons,  which 
must  then  fall  into  the  line  of  march  f«:)r  tlie  baggage.     At  this  signal, 
also,  all  general  and  staff  officios'  guards,  and  those  of  the  commissaries, 
must  return  to  their  respective  regiments.     At  tlie  beating  of  the  as- 
sembly, the  troops  will  assemble,  and  be  formed  in  battalion  on  their 
respective  parades.     Tlie  guards  ordered  must  then  be  conducted  by  the 
brigade  majors  or  adjutants  of  the  day,  to  the  rendezvous  appointed  for 
tlie  advanced  guard,  where  the  field  officers  warned  for  that  duty  will 
form  them  in  battalions  or  other  corps,  according  to  their  strength,  and 
divide  them  regularly  into  divisions  and  platoons.   The  officer  command- 
ing the  advanced  guard  must  take  care  to  have  a  guide  with  him,  and 
to  get  every  necessary  information  of  the  road.     The   camp   guards 
must,  at  the  same  time,  retire  to  the  rendezvous  appointed  for  the  rear 
guard,  where  they  must  be  formed  in  the  same  manner.     At  the  same 
time,  also,  the  quarter-masters  and  pioneers  of  each  bathili on  must  as- 
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Bemble  on  the  ground  appointed  by  the  advanced  guard,  irhere  one  ot 

the  deputies  of  the  qnartia'-mastcr  fi^neral  must  form  them  in  platoons, 
in  the  ^ainc  order  as  tiieir  respective  battalions  march  in  the  column. 
Each  (letjichmeut  will  be  conductcil  by  its  quarter-master,  who  must  be 
answerable  that  it  niai*clu»a  in  the  ordrr  prowribed ;  and.  the  quarter- 
masters of  bri<]^de3  will  condiu^t  th(»se  of  their  respective  brigades,  and 
be  answerable  for  their  behavior. 

The  signal  for  marching  being  given,  the  whole  will  wheel  by  pla- 
toons or  sections,  as  shall  be  ordered,  and  begin  the  march. 

The  advanced  guard  will  march  at  a  distance  from  the  main  body 
proportioned  to  its  strength,  having  a  patrol  advanced  ;  and  must  never 
enter  any  defile,  wood,  etc.,  without  having  firat  examined  it^  to  avoid 
falling  into  an  ambuscade. 

The  pioneers  aie  to  march  behind  the  advanced  guard,  and  must 
repair  the  roads,  that  the  column  may  be  obliged  to  file  oiF  as  little  as 
possible. 

The  a<lvanccd  guard,  besides  its  patrols  in  front,  must  have  a  flank 
g^ani,  composed  of  a  file  from  each  platoon,  and  commanded  by  an  offi- 
cer, or  non-commissioned  officer,  to  march  at  tlie  distance  of  one  hun- 
dred paces  on  the  flank,  and  keep  up  with  tlic  head  of  the  advanced 
guard. 

If  it  be  necessary  to  have  a  Hank  guard  on  each  side,  a  file  must  be 
sent  from  tlio  other  Hank  of  each  platoon  to  compose  it ;  and,  as  this 
service  is  fatiguing,  the  men  should  be  relieved  every  hour.  The  hke 
flank  guards  arc  to  be  detached  from  each  battalion  m  the  column. 

For  the  greater  convenience  of  the  soldiers,  the  ranks  must  be  opened 
to  half  distance  during  the  march. 

Wlien  die  column  meets  with  a  defile,  or  any  obstacle,  tlie  com- 
manding officer  must  stop  till  tlie  column  has  passed  it,  taking  care  that 
they  pass  in  as  great  order  and  as  quick  as  possible  ;  and  when  one  has 
marched  through,  he  must  command  the  front  to  halt,  till  the  whole 
have  passed  and  formed,  when  he  will  continue  the  marcli. 

When  a  column  crosses  a  road  that  leads  to  the  entjuiy,  the  patrols 
or  guards  on  the  flanks  of  the  first  battalion  must  form  on  the  road,  and 
halt  till  the  patrols  of  the  next  battahon  come  up,  which  must  do  the 
same;  tlie  others  proceed  in  the  same  manner  till  the  whole  have 
piissed. 

When  the  commanding  officer  thinks  proper  to  halt  on  the  march, 
immediately  on  the  column's  halting,  the  advanced  flank  and  rear 
guanls  must  form  a  chain  of  sentinels,  to  prevent  the  soMiers  from 
8tra;^'j:fliug ;  and  all  necessaries,  as  wood,  water,  etc.,  mu:>t  bo  fetched  by 
deUu-hmonL^,  as  in  camp. 
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On  the  beating  of  the  long  roll,  the  whole  are  to  form  and  continue 
the  march. 

On  the  march  no  orders  are  to  be  communicated  by  calling  out,  but 
must  be  sent  by  the  adjutants  from  regiment  to  regiment  The  signals 
for  halting,  marching  slower  and  quicker,  must  be  given  by  beat  of 
drum.     (See  chapter  xxi.) 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  advanced  guard  being  informed  by 
the  quarter-master  general,  or  his  deputy,  of  the  grounds  tlic  troops  are 
to  encamp  on,  will  go  ahead  and  reconnoiter  it ;  and  immediately  tn 
tlie  arrival  of  the  advanced  guard,  post  his  guards  and  sentinels,  as  di- 
rected in  chapter  xxii. 

March  by  Sections  of  Ihur. — The  roads  being  very  often  too  narrow 
to  admit  the  front  of  a  platoon,  an«i  the  troops  being,  therefore,  con- 
tinually obliged  to  break  off,  which  fatigues  the  men;  to  prevent  this, 
when  the  road  is  not  sufliciently  large  tlirouf^hout,  the  battalions  may 
be  divided  into  sections  in  the  following  manner : 

Each  platoon  is  to  be  told  off  into  sections  of  four  files ;  if  there 
remain  three  files,  they  form  a  stjction ;  if  two  fih:s  or  l<\-s,  they  form 
one  rank.  At  tlie  word  By  aections  of  four !  To  the.  ri^jht — irheelf 
Mardi  I  they  wheel  by  foui*s  and  march,  the  i:econd  rank  of  each  si."Ction 
taking  two  paces  distance  from  the  front  rank.  The  oflicers  ct)nimand- 
ing  platoons  take  post  on  tlui  left  of  their  first  section ;  Init  on  tlie  right» 
if  the  sections  wheel  to  the  left.     Tht;  file-closers  fall  in  on  the  flanks. 

The  oflicers  njust  take  great  care  that  th«i  distance  of  two  paces, 
an<l  no  more,  is  kept  between  the  ranks.  At  the  word  IlaU  I  the  front 
rank  uf  each  section  stops  short,  and  th<»  second  rank  closes  up,  wliieh 
gives  the  proper  distance  between  the  sections;  and  by  wheeling  to  the 
right  or  left,  the  line  is  fornied :  or,  if  the  conunanding  ollicer  chooses, 
he  may  form  platoons  by  the  oblique  step. 

If  a  column  be  already  on  the  march  by  platooas,  and  the  road  be- 
comes too  narrow  and  inconvenient  to  continue  in  that  order,  it  may  be 
formed  into  sectioas  of  lour,  in  the  following  manner: 

Caution  by  the  conunanding  oflicers :  Tiike  care  to  break  off  by 
9cciions  of  four/  Upon  which  the  officers  commanding  platoons  tell 
them  off  as  before,  but  without  halting. 

At  the  wor<l  S^iciions  of  four !  Bre/ik  off!  tlie  sections  on  the 
right  of  each  platoon  incline  by  the  oblique  step  to  the  lefl;  and  those 
on  the  left  of  each  platoon  following  the  former,  incline  to  the  right,  till 
they  all  cover;  when  they  march  forward,  opening  the  ranks  as  before 
directed.  If  the  number  of  sections  in  a  platoon  be  uneven,  tltat  in  the 
center  is  to  inarch  straight  forward ;  the  section  on  the  right  inchning 
on  the  left  and  covering  it  in  front ;  and  those  on  the  left  inclining  to 
the  right,  and  covering  it  in  the  rear. 
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Chapter  nineteen  speaks  of  Hoii  CaHa. 

Chapter  twenty  treats  0/  the  InspeeHan  of  the  Xm^ 
their  DreeSy  Neceesaries^  Artns^  Accotiterments  ondAmmuni' 
tiofu 

The  oftener  the  soldiers  are  under  the  inspection  of  their  officers  the 
bettcr;  for  which  reason,  every  morning,  at  troop-beating,  they  must 
inspect  the  dress  of  their  men ;  see  that  their  clothes  are  whole  and 
put  on  properly ;  their  hands  and  faces  washed  dean ;  their  hair 
combed ;  their  accoutermeuts  proiwrly  fixed,  and  every  article  about 
them  in  the  greatest  order.  Those  who  are  guilty  of  repeated  neglects 
in  these  particulars,  are  to  be  confined  and  punished.  The  field  officers 
must  pay  attention  to  tliis  object^  taking  proper  notice  of  those  compa- 
nies where  a  visible  neglect  appears,  and  publicly  applauding  those  wlfo 
are  remarkable  for  their  good  appearance. 

Every  day  the  commanding  officers  of  companies  must  examine 
their  men's  arms  and  ammunition,  and  sec  that  they  are  clean  and  in 
good  order.     (See  further,  chapter  xxiiL) 

That  the  men  may  always  appear  clean  on  the  parade,  and  as  a 
means  of  preserving  their  health,  the  non-commissioned  officers  are  to 
see  that  they  wash  their  hands  and  faces  every  day,  and  oftener  when 
necessary.  And  when  any  river  is  nigh,  and  the  season  favorable,  the 
men  shtdl  bathe  themselves  as  frequently  as  possible,  the  commanding 
officers  of  each  battalion  sending  them  by  small  detachments  succes- 
sively, under  the  care  of  a  non-commissioned  officer ;  but  on  no  account 
must  the  men  be  permitted  to  bathe  when  just  come  off  a  march,  at 
least  till  they  have  reposed  long  enough  to  get  cooL 

Every  Saturday  morning  the  captains  are  to  make  a  general  inspeo* 
tion  of  their  companies,  and  examine  into  the  state  of  the  men's  nece»- 
saries,  observing  that  they  agree  in  quantity  with  what  is  specified  in 
the  company  book ;  and  that  every  article  is  the  man's  who  shows  it 
For  which  purpose,  and  to  discover  theft,  every  man's  things  should  be 
marked ;  if  any  thing  Ls  deficient,  strict  inquiry  must  be  made  into  the 
cause  of  it ;  and  should  it  appear  to  be  lost,  pledged,  sold  or  exchanged, 
the  offender  must  be  severely  punished. 

That  the  men  may  not  be  improperly  burdened  and  fatigued,  the 
captains  arc  not  to  suffer  them  to  carry  any  thing  which  is  either  use- 
less or  unnecessary. 

Chapter  twenty-one  prescribes  The  Different  Beats  of  the 
Dfum» 

Chapter  twenty-two  enters  into  the  details  of  The  Ser- 
vice of  the  Guarddj  and  contains  six  aiticles:  1.  Of  the  d]f> 
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ferent  gnards,  ^th  their  use  ;  2.  Of  the  grand  parade ;  3.  Of 
relieving  guards  and  sentinels ;  4.  Instruction  to  officers  on 
guard  ;  5.  Method  of  going  and  receiving  the  grand  rounds  ; 
6.  Honors  due  from  guards  to  general  officers  and  others. 

Chapter  twenty-three  treats  Of  the  Arms  and  Ammu- 
nition^ with  tJie  Methods  of  Preserving  them^  which  was  es- 
pecially, in  the  revohitionary  army,  of  tlie  highest  importance. 
We  quote  it  in  full : 

The  preservation  of  the  arms  and  ammunition  is  an  object  that  ro- 
quires  tlie  greatest  attention.  Commanding  oflicers  of  regiments  must 
be  answerable  for  tliose  of  their  regiments,  and  captains  for  their  re- 
spective companies. 

An  officer  of  a  company  must,  every  morning,  at  roll-call,  inspect 
minutely  the  state  of  the  men's  arms,  accouterments  and  ammuni- 
tion ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  a  soldier  has  sold,  or,  through  care- 
lessness, lost  or  damaged  any  part  of  them,  ho  must  be  confined  and 
punished,  and  Ptojipage.s  made  of  hid  payment  as  heroaHer  mentioned  : 
For  which  purpose  such  officers  shall  certify  to  the  conunanding  officer 
of  the  regiment  the  names  of  the  delinquents,  and  the  losses  or  dam- 
ages which  shall  appear  of  tlieir  arms,  ammunition  and  accouterments ; 
and  the  commanding  officer,  after  due  exaniination,  shall  order  stoppa- 
ges to  be  made  fur  whatever  shall  a])pear  to  have  been  sold,  lost  or  dam- 
aged, as  aforesaid.     The  stoppages  to  be  as  follows : 

For  a  firelock,  sixteen  dollars ;  a  bayonet,  two  dollars ;  a  ram-rod, 
one  dollar;  a  cartridge-box,  one  dollar;  a  bayonet-belt,  one  dollar;  a 
scabbard,  two  thirds  of  a  dollar;  a  cartridge,  one  s-ixth  of  a  dollar;  a 
flint,  one  twentieth  of  a  dollar;  a  gun-wonn,  one  fourth  of  a  dollar;  a 
screw-driver,  one  twelllh  of  a  dollar;  and  f(jr  arm-J,  accouterments  and 
ammunition  damaged,  such  sums  as  the  rej)airs  shall  cost  the  States,  to 
be  estimated  by  the  brigade  conductor,  or,  wh»'n  a  corps  is  detached, 
by  such  pci-son  as  its  commanding  officer  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose' ; 
provided  that  such  stoppages  do  not  exceed  one  half  the  delintiucnt's 
pay  monthly.  ^ 

It  is  highly  essential  to  the  service  that  the  ammunition  should  be  at 
all  times  kept  complete ;  for  which  purj)ose,  as  often  as  is  necessary,  a 
return  is  to  be  made  by  each  conijKmy  of  the  number  of  cartritlg<.'S 
deficient,  to  the  quarter-master,  that  he  may  make  out  a  general  one  lor 
the  reginieut,  to  be  signed  by  the  commanding  officers  of  the  regiment 
and  brigade,  and  no  time  lost  in  siij)plying  the  deficiency.  The  like 
sare  is  to  be  taken  that  all  deficiencies  of  arms  and  accouterments  aro 
supplied  without  loss  of  time. 
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All  anosy  aoooutermeiits  and  ammtmitioii  unfit  for  serrioe^  «re  to  tia 
carefully  preserved  and  sent  by  the  commanding  oflBoer  of  eacb  oont* 
pany  to  the  regimental  quarter-master,  who  shall  deUver  the  snoe  to 
the  brigade  conductor,  Uiey  respectively  giving  receipts  for  what  tfaej 
receive.  The  arms,  accouterments  and  ammunition  of  the  sick  aAd 
others,  when  delivered  up,' are  to  be  taken  care  of  in  the  same  manner. 
Before  the  cartridge-boxes  are  put  in  the  arm-chests,  the  cartridges  must 
be  taken  out,  to  prevent  any  loss  or  accident 

A  conductor  shall  be  appointed  to  each  brigade,  who  shall  have 
under  his  immediate  care  and  direction  a  traveling  forge  and  five  or 
six  armorers,  an  ammunition  wagon,  and  a  wagon  with  an  arm  chest 
for  each  battalion,  each  chost  to  hold  twenty-five  arms,  to  receive  the 
arms  and  accouterments  wanting  repair,  or  of  the  men  sick  or  absent; 
and  when  the  arms  delivered  in  by  a  battalion  shall  exceed  the  above 
number,  the  surplus  shall  be  sent  to  the  commissary  of  military  stores. 

The  brigade  conductor  shall  issue  no  ammunition  but  by  order  of 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  brigade ;  but  may  receive  and  doliyer 
the  arms  and  accouterment:$  of  each  battalion,  by  order  of  its  command- 
ing officer. 

The  ammunition  wagon  shall  contain  twenty  thousand  cartridges ; 
and  in  order  to  keep  the  same  complete,  the  conductor  shall,  as  defi- 
ciencies arise,  apply  to  the  field  commissary,  or  one  of  his  deputies^  for 
a  supply,  or  otherwise  for  the  necessary  materials  of  cartridges,  and  to 
the  major  of  brigade  for  men  to  make  tliem  up  under  the  direction  of 
the  conductor;  and  for  this  purpose  the  brigade  major  shall  order  out 
a  party  of  the  most  careful  soldiers. 

The  non-commissioned  officera  of  each  company  will  be  provided 
with  gun-worms ;  and  every  day,  at  the  noon  roll-call  of  the  company, 
those  men  who  have  returned  from  duty  are  to  bring  their  arms  and 
have  their  charges  drawn ;  the  first  sergeant  to  receive  the  powder  and 
ball,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  quarter-master. 

The  twenty-fourth  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  IHa^Tient  qf 
the  Sick,  The  twenty-fifth  and  last  chapter  speaks  0/  Be- 
views  in  two  articles,  viz.,  of  Reviews  of  Parade  and  Re- 
views of  Inspection.    The  first  one  commences  as  follows  : 

When  a  battalion  is  to  be  reviewed,  it  must  be  drawn  up  in  the 
following  manner : 

The  ranks  at  four  paces  distance  from  each  other;  the  colors  ad- 
vanced four  paces  fi-om  Uie  center ;  the  colonel  twelve  paces  before  the 
colors ;  the  lieutenant  colonel  four  paces  beliind  the  colonel ;  the  major 
on  the  right  of  the  battalion  in  the  line  of  officers ;  the  adjutant  behind 
the  center;  the  officers  commanding  pUtoons  eight  paces  before  thefar 
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iDtamlt ;  and  tlw  other  officers  on  the  same  line,  equally  diyided  in 
ffont  of  their  reapectiTe  platoons ;  the  sergeants  who  coyered  officers 
take  their  places  in  the  front  rank  of  their -platoons;  the  other  nbn- 
oommiwrioned  officers  who  were  in  the  rear,  remain  there,  falling  back 
finr  paces  bdiind  the  rear  rank;  and  the  drummers  and  fifers  are 
equally  divided  on  the  wings  of  the  battalion,  dressing  with  the  front 
rank. 

Appended  to  tlieso  regulations  are  the  iDstructions  for  the 
different  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers  and  sol- 
diers, viz^  the  commandant  of  a  regiment,  the  major,  the  adju- 
tant, the  quarter-master,  the  captain,  the  lieutenant,  the  en- 
sign, the  sergeant  major,  the  quailer-master  sergeant,  the  first 
sergeant  of  a  company,  the  sergeants  and  corporals,  and  the 
private  soldier.  To  show  the  spirit  in  which  these  instructions 
were  given,  we  reprint  here  those  for  the  captain  and  the  pri- 
vate soldier : 

A  captain  can  not  be  too  careful  of  the  company  the  State  has 
committed  to  his  charge.  He  must  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  the 
health  of  his  men,  their  discipline,  arms,  accouterments,  ammunition, 
dothes  and  necessaries. 

His  first  object  should  be  to  gain  the  love  of  his  men,  by  treating 
them  with  every  possible  kindness  and  humanity,  inquiring  into  their 
complaints,  and  when  well  founded,  seeing  them  redressed.  He  should 
know  every  man  of  his  company  by  name  and  character.  He  should 
often  visit  those  who  are  sicl^  speak  tenderly  to  them,  see  that  the  pub- 
lic provision,  whether  of  medicine  or  diet,  is  duly  administered,  and  pro* 
core  them,  besides,  such  comforts  and  conveniences  as  are  in  his  power. 
The  attachment  that  arises  from  this  kind  of  attention  to  the  sick  and 
wounded,  is  almost  inconceivable ;  it  will,  moreover,  be  the  means  of 
preserving  the  lives  of  many  valuable  men. 

He  must  divide  his  company  into  four  squads,  placing  each  under 
the  particular  care  of  a  non-commissioned  officer,  who  is  to  be  answer- 
able for  the  dress  and  behavior  of  the  men  of  his  squad. 

He  must  be  very  particular  in  the  daily  and  weekly  inspections  of 
his  men,  causing  all  deficiencies  to  be  immediately  supplied ;  and  when 
he  discovers  any  irregularity  in  the  dress  or  conduct  of  any  soldier,  he 
most  not  only  punish  him,  but  the  non-commissioned  officer  to  whose 
sqoad  he  belongs. 

He  must  keep  a  strict  eye  over  the  conduct  of  the  non-corninis- 
aioned  officers;  oblige  them  to  do  their  duty  with  the  greatest  exact- 

i;  and  use  every  possible  means  to  keep  up  a  proper  subordination 
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betirerni  them  and  the  soldieni;  for  which  reason  ha  moat miw ndo^ 
reprimand  them  ia  presence  of  the  men,  bat  at  all  times  treat  them 
witii  proper  rcq)ect. 

He  must  pay  the  utmost  attention  to  erery  thing  which  oontrib* 
utes  to  the  health  of  the  men,  and  oblige  them  to  keep  themsdvea  and 
every  thing  belonging  to  them  in  the  greatest  deanliness  and  order. 
He  must  never  suffer  a  man  who  has  any  infectious  disorder  to  remain 
in  the  company,  but  send  him  immediately  to  the  hospital,  or  other 
place  provided  for  the  reception  of  such  patients,  to  prevent  the  spread* 
ing  of  the  infection.  And  when  any  man  is  sick,  or  otherwise  unfit  lor 
duty,  or  absent^  he  must  see  that  his  arms  and  aocouterments  are  ptop' 
erly  taken  care  of,  agreeably  to  the  regulations  prescribed. 

He  must  keep  a  book,  in  which  must  be  entered  the  name  and 
description  of  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  in  his  coot- 
pany ;  his  trade  or  occupation ;  the  place  of  bis  birth  and  usual  resi- 
dence ;  where,  when  and  for  what  terra  he  enlisted ;  discharges^  fur- 
loughs, copies  of  all  returns,  and  every  casualty  that  happens  in  the 
company.  He  must  also  keep  an  account  of  <dl  arms,  accoutermenta, 
ammunition,  clothing,  necessaries  and  camp  equipage  delivered  his  comr 
pany,  that  on  inspecting  it  he  may  be  able  to  discover  any  deficienciesL 

When  a  company  arrive  at  their  quarters  after  a  march,  he  must 
not  dismiss  them  till  the  guards  are  ordered  out,  and,  if  cantoned,  the 
billets  distributed,  which  must  be  as  near  together  as  possible;  and  ho 
must  strictly  prohibit  his  men  from  vexing  the  inhabitants,  and  cause  to 
be  punished  any  that  offend  in  that  respect 

He  must  acquaint  them  with  the  hours  of  roll-call  and  going  for 
provisions,  with  their  alarm  post^  and  the  hour  of  marching  in  the  mom* 
ing. 

If  the  company  make  any  stay  in  a  place,  he  must,  previous  to 

their  marching,  inspect  their  condition,  examine  their  knapsacks,  and 

see  that  they  carry  nothing  but  what  is  allowed,  it  being  a  material 

object  to  prevent  the  soldier  loading  himself  with  unneeessaiy  baggageu 
«  *  «  *  mm 

The  recruit  having  received  liis  necessaries,  should  in  the  first  place 
learn  to  dress  himself  with  a  soldier-like  air ;  to  place  his  effects  prop- 
erly  in  his  knapsack,  so  as  to  carry  tlicm  with  ease  and  oonvenienoe; 
how  to  salute  his  officers  when  he  meets  them ;  to  dean  liis  arms,  wash 
his  linen  and  cook  his  provisions.  He  should  early  accustom  himself  to 
dress  in  the  night ;  and  for  tliat  purpose  always  have  his  effects  in  his 
knapsack,  and  that  placed  where  he  can  put  his  hand  on  it  in  a  mo- 
ment, that  in  case  of  alarm  he  may  repair  with  tlie  greatest  alertness 
to  tlie  parade. 

When  learning  to  march,  he  must  take  the  greatest  pains  to  acv 
qmre  a  firm  step  and  a  proper  balance,  practicing  himself  at  all  his 
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Icimire  hours.  He  must  accustom  himself  to  the  greatest  steadino^s 
ander  arms,  to  pay  attention  to  the  commands  of  his  officers,  and  ex- 
ercise himself  continually  witli  his  firelock,  in  order  to  acquire  vivacity 
in  his  motions.  He  must  acquaint  himself  with  the  usual  beats  and 
agnals  of  the  drum,  and  instantly  obey  tliem. 

When  in  the  ranks,  he  must  always  learn  the  names  of  his  right 
and  left  hand  men  and  file  leader,  that  he  may  be  able  to  find  his  place 
readily  in  case  of  separation.  He  must  cover  his  file  leader  and  dress 
well  in  his  rank,  wliich  he  may  be  assured  of  doing  when  he  can  just 
perceive  the  breast  of  the  third  man  from  liim.  Having  joined  his  com- 
pany, he  must  no  longer  consider  himself  as  a  recruit,  but  as  a  soldier; 
and  whenever  he  is  ordered  under  arms,  must  appear  well  dressed,  with 
his  arms  and  accouterments  clean  and  in  good  order,  and  his  knapsack, 
blanket,  etc.,  ready  to  throw  on  his  back  in  case  he  should  be  ordered 
to  take  them. 

When  warned  for  guard,  he  must  appear  as  neat  as  possible,  carry 
all  his  effects  with  him,  and  even  when  on  sentry  must  have  them  at 
his  back.  He  must  receive  the  orders  from  the  sentry  he  relieves ; 
and  when  placed  before  the  guard-house,  he  must  inform  the  corporal 
of  all  that  approach,  and  suffer  no  one  to  enter  until  examined ;  if  he  is 
posted  at  a  distance  from  the  guard,  he  will  marcli  there  in  order,  have 
the  orders  well  explained  to  him  by  the  corporal,  learn  which  Ls  the 
nearest  post  between  him  and  the  guard,  in  case  he  should  be  obliged 
to  retire,  or  liave  any  thing  to  communicate,  and  what  he  is  to  do  in 
case  of  alarm ;  or  if  in  a  town,  in  case  of  fire  and  any  disturbance. 
He  will  never  go  more  than  twenty  paces  from  his  post ;  and  if  in  a 
retired  place,  or  in.  the  night,  suffer  no  one  to  approach  within  ten  paces 
of  him. 

A  sentinel  must  never  rest  upon  his  arms,  but  keep  walking  on 
his  post.  He  must  never  suffer  himself  to  be  relieved  but  by  his  cor- 
poral ;  challenge  briskly  in  the  night,  and  stop  those  who  have  not  the 
countersign  ;  and  if  any  will  not  answer  to  the  third  challenge,  or  hav- 
ing been  stopped  should  attempt  to  escape,  he  may  fire  on  them. 

When  on  a  patrol,  he  must  observe  the  strictest  silence,  nor  make 
the  least  noise  with  his  arms  or  accouterments. 

In  action  he  will  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  the  commands  of 
his  ofKcers,  level  well,  and  not  throw  away  his  fire;  take  particular 
care  to  keep  his  rank  and  file,  incline  to  that  side  he  dresses  to,  and  en- 
oourage  his  comrades  to  do  their  duty. 

When  ordered  to  march,  he  must  not  cliarge  himself  witli  any  un- 
necessary baggage ;  he  will  march  at  his  ease,  without,  however,  leav- 
ing his  rank  or  file  ;  he  should  drink  as  seldom  as  possible,  and  never 
stop  but  when  necessity  obliges  him ;  in  which  case  he  mu.st  ask  leave 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  platoon. 
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Wlicn  arrirccl  at  camp  or  quartcra,  he  must  dean  his  arms,  prepare 
his  bt.il,  and  go  for  necessaries,  takiug  notliing  without  leave,  nor  com« 
mitling  any  kind  of  excess. 

He  must  always  have  a  stopper  for  the  muzzle  of  his  gun  in  casie  of 
rain,  and  when  on  a  march ;  at  which  times  he  will  unfix  his  bayonets 

Seldom  was  a  work  composed  in  such  a  manner  as  this. 
Every  clinptcr  was  first  roughly  written  in  German,  then 
translated  into  bad  French,  then  put  in  good  French  by 
Fleury,  translated  again  into  bad  English  by  Duponceau, 
afterwards  written  in  good  English  by  Captain  Walker;  and 
when  all  this  was  completed,  Steuben  did  not  understand  a 
word  of  it  himself,  from  his  ignorance  of  the  English  language. 
His  confidence  in  his  assistants,  however,  which  was  well 
merited,  caused  him  to  proceed  successfully  amid  all  these 
troubles. 

"  The  difficulties  he  encountered  in  carrying  out  that  work 
— relates  North — were  indeed  groat.  The  book-stores  were 
not  then  filled  with  military  authors  and  compilers.  All  he 
set  down  was  drawn  from  his  own  recollections  of  the  Prussian 
code  and  service  ;  these  to  be  arranged  in  order  in  which  they 
were  written,  to  be  translated  into  English,  and  by  those  not 
conversant  with  military  evolutions,  scarcely  with  military 
phrase.  To  sketch,  re-sketch  the  j)lates,  and  fit  them  for  the 
engraver — the  engraver,  the  paper,  the  types  and  printer,  with 
difficulty  to  be  found.  None  but  those  who  lived  in  those 
dark  days  of  poverty  and  dearth  of  every  thing,  can  think  a 
thousandth  part  of  all  the  penury  with  which  we  were  sur- 
rounded. The  Blue  JBook  at  last  appeared,  and  was  studied, 
and,  except  the  Bible,  was  held  in  the  highest  estimation." 

When  the  work  was  completed,  De  I'Eufant  drew  the  plans, 
and  the  manuscript  was  sent  to  the  commander-in-chief. 

"  Enclosed  I  transmit  to  you,"  writes  Washington,  on  the 
2Gth  of  February,  1770,*  "  my  remarks  on  the  fii*st  part  of 
your   manuscript.      The  remainder   shall   follow   as   soon  as 

♦  Wasliinj^tou's  AVritiugs,  vL,  176. 
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Other  affairs  of  equal  impoitance  will  permit.  I  very  much 
approve  of  the  conciseness  of  the  work,  founded  on  your  gen- 
eral principle  of  rejecting  every  thing  superfluous,  thougli,  per- 
Aaps,  it  would  not  be  amiss,  in  a  work  of  instruction,  to  bo 
more  muiute  and  particular  in  some  parts." 

And  on  the  11th  of  JMarch,  when  he  returned  the  continu- 
ation of  the  book,  accompanied  by  a  few  notes,  W:i.shin,'^ou 
wrote  to  Steuben  :* 

"  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  loam  that  the  first  part  is 
iu  such  forwardness  for  the  press.  With  res])ect  to  the  title, 
I  think  'Regulations  for  the  Infantrv  of  the  United  States* 
will  be  sufficient.  In  a  letter  to  Congress  I  have  signified  my 
approbation  of  the  work.  It  remains  for  them  to  give  it  a 
final  sanction,  and  preface  it  with  such  order  as  they  may 
judge  proper.  As  the  fine  season  is  advancing,  you  will,  I 
flatter  myself,  shortly  have  the  satisfaction,  so  rarely  enjoyed 
by  authors,  of  seeing  your  precepts  reduced  to  practice ;  and 
I  hoiM?  your  success  will  be  equal  to  the  merit  of  your  work." 

To  these  letters  Steuben  replied  on  the  ITth  of  March, 
1779,  as  follows,  viz.  :f 

"  Your  Excellency's  approbation  of  the  regnlationn  I  had 
the  honor  of  presenting,  gives  me  the  greatest  hopes  tliiit  they 
will  be  easily  reduced  to  practice,  and  prove  agreeable  to  the 
army.  Encouraged  by  this  hope,  I  shall  immediately  present 
them  to  Congress  for  their  sanction. 

"  As  I  am  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the  regulations 
taking  place  as  soon  as  possible,  your  Excellency  may  dej>end 
I  shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power  for  that  purpose.  'J 'he 
engraving  of  the  plates,  and  correcting  th(»  press,  will,  I  am 
afraid,  detain  me  till  the  middle  of  April,  and,  as  before  that 
time  the  season  will  permit  the  troops  to  exercise,  I  tliink  it 
would  bo  necessary  they  should  be  exercised  in  detail  on  the 
principles  laid  down.     If  your  Excelh^ncy  approves  it,  I  will 

♦  Waslungton's  Writings,  vi.,  193. 

f  WaahiDgton  MS.  Stato  PajM^ra,  vol.  xxx.,  p.  301. 
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■end  Colonel  Fleary,  who  has  aaristed  me  in  oompodng  tte 
regulations,  to  receive  your  orders  on  the  subject.  He  111117 
carry  with  him  a  copy  of  that  part  of  the  regalationa  which  ia 
necessary,  and  each  adjatant  may  take  a  copy,  that  the  troopa 
may  begin  to  put  them  in  practice.  I  shall  have  the  honor  to 
forward  to  your  Excellency  a  model  of  the  several  tools  men- 
tioned in  the  regulations,  and  which  I  think  are  necessary,  if 
circumstances  will  allow  to  procure  them." 

Congress  approved  Steuben's  work  without  delay  or  alter* 
ation,  and  ordered  three  thousand  copies  to  be  printed,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  resolutions  of  the  29th  of  March,  1779.* 

''  A  letter  of  the  25tb,  from  Baron  Steuben,  was  read,  ac- 
companied with  a  system  of  regulations  for  the  infiintry  of  the 
United  States ;  also  a  letter  from  the  board  of  war,  represent- 
ing that  Baron  Steuben,  inspector  general,  bos  formed  a  sys- 
tem of  exercise  and  discipline  for  the  infantry  of  the  United 
States ;  that  the  same  has  been  submitted  to  the  inspection  of 
the  commander-in-chief,  and  his  remarks  thereon,  and  amend- 
ments, incorporated  in  the  work ;  and  is  highly  approved  as 
being  calculated  to  produce  important  advantages  to  the 
States,  and,  therefore,  praying  ^  that  it  may  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  Congress,  and  be  committed  to  the  press ;'  whereupon, 

^'  Congress  passed  the  following  order,  to  be  prefixed  to  the 
said  regulation  for  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  troops  of 
the  United  States : — 

'^  Congress  judging  it  of  the  greatest  importance  to  pre- 
scribe some  invanable  rules  for  the  order  and  discipline  of  the 
troops,  especially  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a  uniformity  in 
their  formation  and  maneuvers,  and  in  the  service  of  the  camp : 

"  Ordered^  That  the  following  regulations  be  observed  hf 
all  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  that  all  general  and 
other  officers  cause  the  same  to  be  executed  with  all  possible 
exactness. 

"  Ordered^  That  the  board  of  war  cause  as  many  copies 

*  JoumaUi  of  Congress,  v.,  1 22. 
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thereof  to  be  printed  as  they  shall  deem  requisite  for  the  use 
of  the  troops." 

In  consequence,  however,  of  unforeseen  difficulties,  the 
printing  of  the  book  was  retarded  for  some  months,  and  it  was 
only  in  June  that  all  the  materials  were  collected,  and  the 
books  distributed.  The  embarrassments  which  the  board 
of  war  met  in  getting  the  Regulations  completed,  were  very 
great,  and  put  Steuben's  patience  to  a  hard  test.  Timothy 
Pickering  and  Richard  Peters,  however,  rebuked  him  mildly. 
Their  letters  contain,  at  the  same  time,  so  many  interesting 
materials  about  the  scarcity  of  labor  in  Philadelphia,  that  we 
can  not  refrain  from  quoting  some  passages. 

"  We  expected,"  writes  Pickering,  on  the  1 9th  of  June, 
1779,  to  Steuben,*  "to  send  you  more  copies  of  the  Regula- 
tions, of  which  the  bookbhider  gave  us  encouragement,  but  his 
workmen  failed  him.  It  is  not  so  easy  to  get  work  executed 
in  America  as  in  Europe.  Here,  under  the  present  scarcity 
of  hands,  you  can  ])lacc  no  dependence  on  your  workmen — 
to  day  they  are  with  you,  and  to-morrow  on  board  of  a  priva- 
teer, with  hopes  of  making  their  fortunes.  I  have,  indeed,  had 
much  trouble  about  the  Regulations,  but  I  went  through  it 
with  pleasure,  because  I  judged  they  would  prove  highly  use- 
ful to  my  country. 

"  I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  publication  is  so  tardy,  but 
it  has  really  been  difficult  to  get  the  work  executed  with  the 
dispatch  we  wished  for.  The  i)lates  were  at  first  but  indiffer- 
ently engraved,  and  being  badly  worked  off  by  Xormann, 
there  were  many  of  them  intolerable.  Besides,  so  many  errors 
and  imperfections  remained  uncorrected,  that  we  were  obliged 

to  throw  away  above  six  hundred  prints The  only 

copper-plate  printer  we  could  find  after  Nermann,  was  one 
who  was  working  for  the  Treasury  at  the  same  time.  He  is 
an  excellent  hand,  and  works  off  the  plates  as  well  as  the  en- 
graving  will  admit Though  we  have  employed  but  one 
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bookbinder,  he  is  tlie  most  capital  hand  in  town,  and  wQlbind 

the  books  as  fast  as  we  can  get  the  ])laiis  for  them I 

now  persuade  myself  that  you  will  not  think  the  board  of  war 
so  inattentive  as  your  late  letter  supposed. 

"  Should  I  again  discover  marks  of  extreme  impatience,  and 
even  asperity,  in  the  inspector  general,  I  will  impute  them  to 
his  anxiety  to  introduce  a  perfect  order  and  discipline  in  the 
army,  and  to  his  zeal  in  securing  the  safety  and  independenoe 
of  America." 

I^eters's  letter,  of  the  same  date,  in  the  most  jovial  manner 
ridicules  Steuben's  bad  humor,  and,  in  a  jesting  way,  admin- 
isters a  very  well  merited  reprimand  : 

"  I  have  been  favored  with  your  letters,"  says  Peters,* 
"  and  I  am  sorry  to  perceive  that  the  air  and  exercise  you  have 
had  since  your  leaving  Philadelphia,  which,  in  general,  are  sup- 
posed of  the  greatest  eflicacy  in  bilious  complaints,  have  not 
removed  those  nausea  and  exacerbation  with  which  you  were 
affected  while  in  this  city. 

"  I  have  the  strongest  hopes,  however,  that  time,  with  its 
lenient  hand,  will  administer  some  drug  which  will  conquer  the 
irritability  of  your  system.  When  this  happy  day  arrives,  I 
am  clear  that  the  little  feverish  flight  which  has  induced  you 
to  censure  where  no  blame  was  merited,  will  no  longer  disturb 
your  rest,  or  hurt  the  sensibility  of  your  friends.  Colonel 
Pickering  tells  me  he  will  explain  to  you  the  diliiculty  we  have 
labored  under  in  procuring  the  books ;  and  let  me  be  serious 
for  a  moment,  while  I  beg  of  you  not  to  impute  to  studied 
neglect  any  seeming  inattention  to  you  or  your  oflicei*s. 

"  We  should  violate'  our  jirivate  feelings  if  we  personally 
disregarded  you,  and  we  siiould,  in  my  opinion,  our  publio 
trust,  did  we  not,  by  every  means  in  our  power,  assist  you  in 
the  important  business  of  your  department,  lieul  embarrass- 
ments have  occasioned  our  not  com[)lying  with  our,  as  well  as 
your  wishes,  and  however  trilling  the  rubs  thrown  in  our  way 

♦  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol  L 
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may  seem  to  one  used  to  countries  full  of  needy  artificers,  and 
stored  with  materials  for  work,  yet  to  us  they  are  not  unim- 
portant, or,  what  is  worse,  uncommon.  These  difficulties  will 
continue  during  the  present  war,  and  as  we  can  not  conquer, 
we  must  endeavor  to  bear  them. 

"  There  is  an  actual  coura'ijc  which  distiuGfuishes  the  soldier 
in  the  field,  and  there  is  also  a  patient  fortitude  which  we,  at  a 
distance  from  immediate  personal  danger,  have  oflen  occasion 
to  exercise. 

"  I  am  sorry  that  carpenters,  tailors,  smiths,  wheelwrights, 

and  what  has  now  stirred  your  wrath — a  d d  bookbinder, 

who  is  not,  by-the-by,  so  much  to  blame — should  call  forth 
the  exercise  of  a  virtue  which  ought  not  to  be  thrown  forth 
but  upon  great  occasions. 

"  I  can  not  but  smile  at  your  mention  of  leaving  Duponceau, 
a  good  natured  man  and  stranger,  to  deal  with  such  surly, 
knowing,  and  great  men  as  our  tradesmen ;  and  as  to  stimu- 
lating the  workman  (for  workmen  we  could  not  get),  he  is  of 
no  more  use  than  if  you  had  left  him  to  observe  an  eclipse 
without  a  telescope.  You  tell  me  to  make  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  Baron  Steuben  and  the  inspector  general.  I  will 
make  another  distinction :  I  will  distinguish  between  the 
Baron  Steuben  uninformed  and  the  Baron  Steuben  acquainted 
with  facts  and  difficulties.  A  third  difference  I  will  observe, 
and  that  is  between  the  Baron  Steuben  in  good  humor  and 
the  same  gentleman  (zoonically)  angry  and  fretted.  You  see 
how  readily  I  observe  your  injunctions." 

As  an  evidence  of  the  absolute  want  of  the  necessary  ma- 
terials in  a  city  like  Philadelphia,  it  may  be  mentioned  here, 
that  two  copies  of  the  Regulations,  which  Steuben  had  ordered 
to  be  superbly  bound  for  General  Washington  and  the  French 
minister,  could  not  be  finished  because  the  bookbinder,  after 
searching  the  whole  city  over,  had  not  been  able  to  procure 
my  gold  leaf  for  gilding  the  books. 

Congress,  on  the  5th  of  April,  1779,  acknowledged  Steu 
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ben's  work*  by  resolving  ''that  Baron  Steaben^  inapMtqr 
general,  be  informed  by  tiie  president  that  Congreas  enter- 
tain a  high  sense  of  his  merit,  displayed  in  a  variety  of  in- 
stances, but  especially  in  the  system  of  military  order  and 
discipline  formed  and  presented  by  him  to  Congress." 

The  governors  of  the  different  States,  and  presidents  of 
Assemblies  also,  to  whom  Steuben  had  sent  copies^of  his  Rega- 
lations  for  their  adoption  by  the  several  militias,  most  cheep- 
fully  declared  that  a  great  want  was  supplied  by  his  book. 
We  quote  only  one  of  these  letters,  which  is  of  more  general 
interest. 

*'  I  acknowledge  myself  under  great  obligations  to  yon,** 
writes  Governor  William  Livingston,  of  New  Jersey,  fiom 
Ti-enton,  on  the  22d  of  May,  1779,t  '^for  your  generous  offiur 
of  introducing  your  military  regulations  among  our  militia. 
The  advantages  that  will  result  from  carrying  your  proposal 
into  execution  must  be  evident  on  the  least  reflection.  Oar 
militia  is  composed  of  materials  capable  of  being  formed  into 
as  good  soldiers  as  any  part  of  the  world  can  produce,  and 
disciplined  upon  your  plan,  would  ceitamly  constitute  the  beal 
and  most  natural  defense  of  a  republican  State  against  all  hos- 
tile invasion.  It  will,  however,  be  attended  with  some  difll- 
culty  to  prevail  on  a  people  subsisting  by  agrionlture,  to 
devote  a  proper  portion  of  their  time  to  this  purpose.  Bat 
as  the  State  is  about  raising  and  incorporating  a  corps  of 
militia  for  its  own  defense,  the  discipline  proposed  may  oe 
easily  introduced  among  those  troops ;  and  their  officers  being 
made  masters  of  it,  will  by  degrees  diffuse  it  through  the 
whole  State.  Whenever,  therefore,  this  body  is  nused,  I  shall 
take  the  liberty  to  apply  to  you  to  request  the  commander4n* 
chief  to  send  me  an  officer  capable  of  teaching  your  rules,  and 
giving  the  necessary  explanations.  From  a  certain  passage  in 
your  letter,  sir,  I  should  be  led  to  conclude  that  you  had  ao- 
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f  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  toL  L 


|i*W? 


LIFE     OP     STEUBEN.  221 

companicd  it  with  a  copy  of  your  Regulations,  but  if  you  did 
I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  it. 

"The  eminent  advantages  which  our  army  has  derived  from 
your  skill  and  industry  in  improving  their  discipline  will,  I 
doubt  not,  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by  every  true  Amer- 
ican, and  by  none  with  more  sensibility  and  ardor  than  by  mo." 

The  French  ambassador,  Mr.  Gerard,  to  whom  Steuben 
had  sent  copies  of  the  Regulations  for  the  Prince  l)e  !Mont- 
barcy  and  Count  Vergennes,  on  the  16th  of  July,  1779, 
answered,*  that  with  the  books  he  would  inform  those  per- 
sonages of  Steuben's  success,  of  which  he  had  already  given 
them  most  flattering  accounts. 

During  his  stay  at  Philadelphia  Steuben,  besides  wilting 
out  his  regulations  for  the  army,  was  often  consulted  in  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  his  department.  Thus  Joseph  Reed,  pres- 
ident of  Congress,  invited  him  to  assist  in  the  survey  of  tlio 
neighborhood  of  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  establish  better  de- 
fenses of  the  city. 

"The  season  and  weather  growing  favorable,"  writes  Reed, 
on  the  21st  of  February,  1779,f  "to  attend  to  the  defense  of 
the  river  and  city,  I  shall  take  it  as  a  particular  favor  if  you 
would  accompany  me  on  this  service  this  week. 

"It  is  proposed  to  cross,  with  our  horses,  at  Gloucester 
Point  on  Tuesday  morning,  if  the  weather  will  admit,  and  to 
proceed  thence  to  Redbank  and  Billingsport,  crossing  over 
thence  to  Mudisland  and  the  Pennsvlvania  shore,  so  as  to 
complete  the  whole  survey  before  we  return  to  town  again. 

"As  your  good  judgment  and  experience  may  suggest 
remedies  for  former  defects,  and  perhaps  some  new  measures 
fi>r  the  greater  security  of  this  important  city,  I  hope  you  Anil 
not  find  any  inconvenience  in  devoting  two  or  three  days  to 
so  valuable  a  purpose." 

Steuben,  after  having  finished  his  work,  prepared  to  johi 
the  main  army,  which  was  then  in  winter  quarters  at  Bound- 
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brook  and  Middlebrook.  Before  leaying  I'hiladelphia  he  pi*o- 
posed  an  indemnification  for  the  officers  who  had  assisted  him 
in  his  work,  and  asked  a  thousand  dollars  for  Colonel  Flemy, 
eight  hundred  dollars  for  Captain  Walker,  six  hundred  dollars 
for  Captain  Do  TEnfant,  and  four  hundred  dolhirs  for  Mr. 
Duponceau,  all  of  which  were  granted,  lie  addressed  this 
application  to  the  board  of  war,  at  that  time  composed  of 
Messrs.  Petere  and  Pickering. 

"I  can  not  refrain,"  says  Steuben,*  "from  relating  an 
anecdote  in  this  place,  which  has  since  caused  me  as  much 
mirth  as  it  at  first  irritated  and  annoyed  me.  Although  the 
board  of  war  was  only  composed  of  Peters  and  Pickering, 
there  was  always  a  member  of  Congi'ess  who  took  pait  in 
their  deliberations.  At  this  time  it  was  Mr.  Root,  of  Connec- 
ticut, who  filled  this  office.  I  came  one  day  to  the  war  office, 
probably  at  the  time  when  they  were  deliberating  how  they 
should  reimburse  me  for  the  expense  I  had  been  at  while  em- 
ployed preparing  my  work.  Mr.  Root  asked  me  how  many 
copies  of  it  had  been  printed  ?  I  said  three  thousand.  *  How 
many,'  he  replied,  '  shall  you  require  for  the  officers  of  tho 
army  ?'  'About  eighteen  hundred,'  was  my  answer.  'Tliere 
will  therefore  be  twelve  hundred  left  over,'  said  Mr.  Root ; 
*  the  book  will  sell  well.'  He  then  made  a  calculation  in  an 
under  tone,  and  resumed — 'But  you  could  sell  the  remaining 
copies,  and  that  would  pay  your  expenses  while  in  town,'  If 
I  had  not  remarked  that  Mr.  I^eters  bent  his  head  and  blushed 
at  healing  this  proposal,  I  should  certainly  have  told  them  my 
mind  in  pretty  strong  language.  For  a  long  time  I  did  not 
utter  a  word;  at  last  I  rose  and  said  to  Mr.  Root  that  I 
was  the  more  astounded  at  his  ])roposition  as  I  had  not 
asked  for  any  reimbursement  of  my  expenses  out  of  the  public 
money." 

On  the  2Cth  of  March,  1779,  Steuben  hastened  to  join  tho 
army  in  New  Jersey. 

♦  Steuben  MS.  Papcra     Sprague. 
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QTEUBEN  made  no  delay  in  putting  his  theory  into  j)ractice. 
^  He  reviewed  all  the  regiments,  and  ordered  the  introduction 
of  the  system  of  maneuvers  contained  in  the  Regulations.  He 
was  most  particular  about  the  formations  in  hattalions,  an  i  if 
the  strength  of  a  regiment  was  not  suillcic^nt  to  form  a  battal- 
ion, he  joined  to  it  another  regiment  equally  weak,  so  that  both 
might  form  a  battalion,  and  if  tiiis  was  impracticable,  he  formed 
it  into  two  divisions.  In  this  way  the  nnmber  of  a  battalion 
Bignitied  a  certain  number  of  men,  by  which  it  was  easy  to 
form  an  estimate  of  their  force,  and  to  maneuver  troops.  Con- 
gress, by  its  resolution  of  the  9th  of  March,  1770,  had  fixed  the 
cftectivo  strength  of  the  infantry  at  eighty  battahons,  each  of 
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which,  according  to  the  resohition  of  the  27th  of  March,  1778, 
had  to  uuinber  four  hundred  and  seventy-seven  privates,  so 
tliat  the  whole  infantry  would  have  consisted  of  thirty-eight 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  men.  But  as  Congross  UsA 
no  power  to  command,  and  could  only  make  recommendations 
to  the  different  States,  scarcely  one  half  of  this  number  was 
ever  under  aims. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  correct  statement  of 
the  strength  of  the  southern  army,  but  without  doing  injustice 
to  the  South,  we  may  reasonably  suppose  that  matters  stood 
much  worse  there  than  in  the  Xoith,  because  the  South  was 
more  vehemently  divided  in  itself,  and  less  enthusiastic  thau 
the  North.  On  the  other  hand  we  find,  in  the  Steuben  Par 
jjeis,  the  strength  of  the  principal  army  exactly  stated. 

General  Washington's  army,  at  the  beginning  of  the  cam- 
paign of  1779,  consisted  of  six  divisions,  of  two  brigades  each, 
numbering  in  all  eleven  thousand  and  sixty -seven  men— forty- 
six  regiments.  These  regiments  had  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  (seventh  Virginia)  to  four  hundred  and  thirty  (sixth  Con- 
necticut) rank  and  file.  Steuben  selected  from  each  regiment, 
in  proportion  to  its  strength,  a  number  of  picked  men,  to  form 
eight  light  infantry  companies,  and  then,  whore  they  were  too 
weak,  united  the  regiments  in  one  battalion.  Thus  the  whole 
army  consisted  of  thirty-five  battalions  (nine  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-five  men),  making  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  the  average  strength  of  each  battalion,  and  the  eight 
companies  of  light  infantry  before  mentioned.  Each  of  the 
latter  had  one  iield  officer,  four  captains,  eight  subalterns, 
twelve  sergeants,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  rank  and 
file.  The  divisions  were  severally  known  as  the  Virginia, 
Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  and 
North  Carolina. 

The  creation  and  organization  of  the  light  infantry  is  one 
of  the  greatest  services  Steuben  did  to  the  American  army. 
It  is  a  convincing  proof  of  his  talent  for  organization ;  how  ho 
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tnmcd  to  account  the  natural  advantas^es  which  the  Americnns 
possessed  from  the  beginiiiug  of  the  war  in  consequence  of 
their  riflemen  and  mode  of  figliting  in  irregular  bodies ;  and 
how  he  drilled  and  exercised  them  by  military  rules,  and 
made  them  an  important  arm  of  the  service.  By  their  en- 
gagements ^vith  tlie  Indians,  the  colonists  were  accustomed 
to  isolated  and  scattering  fighting,  and  oven  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  availing  themselves  of  every  advantage  of  tlie 
ground,  they  gained  final  success  over  the  close  masses  of  the 
enemv.  Biirjijovne's  surrender  at  Saratof^a  was  caused,  in  a 
great  degree,  by  this  system  of  lighting,  the  masses  of  skir- 
mishers having  decided  the  fate  of  the  day.  To  guard  against 
similar  disasters  in  future,  the  English  increased  the  number 
of  their  light  troops,  and  exercised  their  light  infantry  in 
skirmishing  and  fighting  in  extended  lines.  Lord  Cornwallis 
proved  afterward  in  the  South  how  mucli  an  able  genenil  could 
achieve  with  this  sort  of  troops.  The  great  point  now  was 
not  to  be  outdone  by  the  enemy.  The  formation  of  the  light 
infantry  companies  of  the  best  and  most  tried  soldiers,  was 
the  surest  means  of  guarding  against  this,  and  Steuben  gained 
his  object  most  completely.  Their  first  gloi'ious  exploit  was 
the  storming  of  Stony  Point,  which  Steuben  thought  equal 
to  any  event  of  the  Seven  Years'  War.  From  1780,  when 
they  were  newly  raised  and  established  on  a  more  })ermanent 
basis,  these  troops  were  the  model  corps  of  the  entire  army, 
and  proved  their  usefulness  and  ability  on  all  subsequent  oc- 
casions, as,  fur  instance,  in  Virginia,  where  Lafayette's  soldiers 
were  the  light  infantry  which  Steuben  had  formed  and  drilled 
the  vear  before. 

We  have  to  enter  more  particularly  into  the  details  of  its 
formation  in  the  history  of  the  campaign  of  1780 ;  but  it  may 
here  be  observed,  that  the  light  infantry  was  soon  transplant- 
ed from  American  to  Euro})ean  soil,  and  that  the  skirmishing 
and  sharp-shooting  mode  of  fighting  was  introduced  into  Eu- 
ropean armies  in  opposition  to  the  close  lines  and  masses  still 

10* 
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in  voi^ie  during  the  Seven  Years'  War.  Developed  and  ar- 
ranged by  master  hands,  it  replaced  the  old  system  in  the 
wars  of  1V92-1815.  Frederick  the  Great,  after  careful  ob- 
servation of  what  had  taken  place  in  America,  laid  the  found- 
ation  of  light  infantry,  in  the  latter  years  of  his  reign,  by  the 
creation  of  three  light  infantry  regiments,  and  the  employment 
of  several  Hessian,  Brunswick,  and  Anspach  officers,  who  had 
taken  part  in  the  Amencan  war.  llis  successor  extended  the 
new  formation  in  1 787  to  twenty  battalions,  under  the  namo  of 
"  fusilier  battalions,"  and  gave  them  in  1788-89  the  first  writ- 
ten regulations  on  ritle-pract icing  and  skirmishing,  for  which 
the  examples  of  the  Ameiicau  war  served  as  a  basis.*  Finally, 
Napoleon  brought  tliis  new  system  to  its  present  perfection. 

When  the  army  took  tho  field,  Steuben  continued  to  re- 
view and  drill  the  troops.  Thacher  rehites  how  these  reviews 
were  held,  and  his  report  may  be  inserted  here  to  give  an  ad- 
equate idea  of  tlie  system  which  Steuben  had  inaugurated. 

"  On  the  28th  of  May  Baron  Steuben  reviewed  and  in- 
spected our  briga<le.  The  troops  were  paraded  in  a  shigle 
line,  with  shoulder  arms,  every  officer  in  his  particular  station. 
Tlie  baron  first  reviewed  the  line  in  this  position,  passing  in 
front  with  a  scrutinizing  eye ;  afler  which  he  took  into  his 
hands  the  muskets  and  accouterments  of  everv  soldier,  exam- 
ining  them  with  particular  accuracy  and  precision,  applauding 
or  condemning,  according  to  the  condition  in  which  he  found 
them.  He  required  that  the  muskets  and  bayonets  should 
exhibit  the  brightest  polish ;  not  a  spot  of  rust,  or  defect  iu 
any  part,  could  elude  his  vigilance.  Ho  inquired,  also,  into 
the  conduct  of  the  oflicers  toward  the  men,  censuring  every 
fault  and  applauding  every  meritorious  action.  Xext  he  re- 
quired of  me,  as  surgeon,  a  list  of  the  sick,  with  a  particular 
statement  oC  tlieir  nccoinmodntions  and  mode  of  treatment, 
an  1  oven  visit v-d  some  of  the  sick  in  their  cabins.     The  l>;iron 

♦Gneisunau.     Krsto  Aliflic.liinu'.      RedijjcirL  von  dor  IIirtt(>risolK-ii  Al-llici- 
luug  dos  GoiKTiil-Stabo^    li^-rlin.  I  S5'J.    iC.  S.  \LhiWr  Si  S<ilin.  Svo.  pp.  ao,  ai. 
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is  held  in  universal  respect,  aiul  considered  as  a  valuable  ac- 
quisition to  our  country,  lie  is  distinguished  for  his  pro 
found  knowledge  of  tactics,  his  ability  to  reform  and  disci- 
pline an  army,  for  his  affectionate  attachment  to  a  good  and 
^thful  soldier,  and  his  utter  aversion  to  every  appearance 
of  insubordination  and  neglect  of  duty.  The  Continent.il 
array  has  improved  with  great  rapidity  under  his  inspection 
and  review.* 

"With  what  strict  scrutiny  were  the  inspections  made," 
relates  William  North.  "  I  have  seen  the  baron  and  his  as- 
sistants seven  long  houra  inspecting  a  brigade  of  three  small 
regiments !  Every  man  not  present  must  be  accounted  for  ; 
if  in  camp,  sick  or  well,  they  were  produced  or  visited ;  every 
musket  handled  and  searched,  cartridge  boxes  opened,  even 
the  flints  and  cartridges  counted  ;  knapsacks  unslung,  and 
every  article  of  clothing  sj)read  on  the  soldier's  blanket,  and 
tested  by  his  little  book,  whether  what  he  had  received  from 
the  United  States  within  the  year  was  there,  if  not,  to  be  ac- 
counted for.  Hospitals,  stores,  laboratories,  every  place  and 
every  thing,  was  open  to  inspection  and  inspected,  and  what 
officer's  mind  was  at  ease  if  losses  or  expenditures  could  not, 
on  the  day  of  searching,  be  fully  and  fairly  accounted  for? 
The  insj)ections  were  every  month,  and  wonderful  was  the 
effect,  not  only  with  regard  to  economy,  but  in  creating  a 
spirit  of  emulation  between  dillerent  corps.  I  have  known 
the  subalterns  of  a  regiment  appropriate  one  of  their  two  ra- 
tions to  the  bettering  the  appearance  of  their  men,  but  this 
wa.s  at  a  later  period  of  the  war,  when  su]>plios  and  payments 
were  more  ample  and  more  regular." 

Tiie  enemy  commenced  the  canij)aign  of  1779  by  a  move- 
ment of  frigates  and  transport  ships  on  the  Norlh  river.  The 
comniander-in-chief  was  anxious  for  the  siifi^ty  of  West  Point, 
and  hastened  his  march  by  the  Clove,  to  arrive  there  in  time. 
But  General  Clinton  having  spent  three  days  taking  the  little 

*  A  Military  Journal,  p.  100. 


228  LIFE    OF    8TKUBBN. 

rcnloubt  at  Vcrplanck's  Point,  contented  himself  with  the  pos- 
session of  King's  Ferry,  foitifiod  Stony  Point,  left  a  garrison 
of  eii^bt  hundred  men  there,  made  some  additions  to  the 
works  at  Vcrplanck's  Point,  left  about  four  hundred  there, 
and  then  returned  to  New  York.  Tlie  American  army  re- 
mained on  the  hills  roimd  West  Point,  until  General  Wayne, 
with  twelve  hundred  light  infantry,  took  Stony  Point  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  and  took  the  entire  garrison  prisoners. 
An  attempt  was  made  next  day  against  Vei-planck's  Point, 
but  it  was  unsuccessful.  General  Clinton  advancing,  with  al- 
most the  whole  of  his  army,  ascended  the  river  with  several 
frigates,  but  before  his  arrival  Stony  Point  was  demolished,  all 
the  wood  work  and  fascines  burnt,  and  the  American  troops 
returned  to  their  former  position.  He  v^-ithdrew  the  garrison 
from  Vcrplanck's  Point,  and  retired  to  New  York. 

The  engagement  at  Stony  Point  proved  the  value  of  the 
bayonet  as  an  arm.  Previous  to  this  time  Steuben  preached 
in  vain  on  ihe  usefulness  of  this  weapon.  The  soldiers  had  no 
Diith  in  it.  Tlie  day  of  the  attack,  General  Wayne  forbid  his 
division,  on  pain  of  death,  from  loading  a  single  musket. 
When  coming  to  the  charge,  one  soldier  fell  out  of  the  ranks 
to  load  his  musket,  and  tlic  officer  of  his  company  ran  him 
through  at  once.  The  attack  was  made  and  the  fort  captured 
without  firing  a  shot.  The  next  day,  Steuben  accompanied 
the  general-in-chief  to  Stony  Point.  Tlie  moment  they  ap- 
peared, Steuben  was  suiTounded  by  all  his  young  soldiers,  and 
they  unanimously  assured  him  that  they  would  take  care  for  the 
future  not  to  lose  their  bayonets,  nor  roast  beefsteaks  with  them, 
as  they  used  to  do.  Steuben  availed  himself  of  this  moment  of 
enthusiasm  for  the  bayonet  to  obtahi  an  order  from  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, that  henceforth  the  bayonet  should  be  con- 
tinually fixed  to  the  muskets  on  all  occasions.  He  took  away 
the  belts  and  sheaths  from  the  men,  and  had  them  returned  to 
the  store,  wilh  orders  to  the  commissary  not  to  serve  out  any 
more.     liy  this  arrangement  he  not  only  saved  the  expense  of 
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belts  and  scabbards — very  considerable  in  itself— but  he  also 
saved  about  four  thousand  bayonets  per  annum,  in  an  army  of 
twelve  tboosand  men.  Since  then,  the  drill  for  fixing  and  un- 
fixing bayonets  has  been  abolished,  and  the  bayonet  is  con- 
sidered as  essential  a  part  of  the  musket  as  the  lock. 

It  may  be  stated  in  this  connection  that,  on  the  16th  day 
of  July,  1857,  at  the  very  place  where  the  old  fort  once  stood, 
tlie  corner-stone  of  a  monument  was  laid,  in  honor  of  General 
Wayne.  On  this  occasion  patriotic  orations  and  toasts  were 
delivered  by  dozens,  and  all  the  revolutionary  generals  and 
officers  praised  in  the  highest  Fourth  of  July  style,  but  in  all 
these  orations  we  can  not  lind  Steuben's  name  mentioned.  Mr. 
Ex-President  Piei^e  says,  in  his  letter  to  the  committee,  that 
"there  was  nothing  in  the  Peninsular  war,  in  which  such 
striking  advantages  were  occasionally  gained  by  fixed  bay- 
onets and  locks  without  fiints,  more  complete  in  its  plan,  dar- 
ing, and  success,  than  the  storming  ot*  Stony  Point 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  which  is  most  worthy  of  admiration 
— the  dashing  intrepidity  of  the  commanding  general  as  he  en- 
tered the  works,  wounded  and  bleeding,  or  the  coolness  and 
quick  military  perception  which,  Washington  says,  improved 
upon  the  plan  which  he  had  recommended." 

It  would  seem  that  Mr.  Pierce  did  not  know  that  it  wAs 
Steuben  who  taught  the  American  soldier  to  make  use  of  the 
bayonet,  and  that  Steuben's  sub-inspector,  Fleury,  shared  with 
Wayne  the  glory  of  this  grand  exploit.  Wayne  really  does 
not  lose  by  giving  to  others  their  due.  If  there  be  any  thing 
that  shows  Steuben's  noble  and  modest  character  in  its  proper 
light,  it  is  the  fact,  that  he  was  the  first  who  unreservedly  ad- 
mired  the  bravery  of  Wayne  and  Fleury — that  he  was  happy 
at  the  brilliant  achievement,  and  that,  even  in  the  private 
intercourse  with  his  friends,  he  did  not  allude  to  his  indirect 
participation  in  the  success  of  the  enterprise. 

Thus  we  find  in  the  "  Steuben  Papers"  a  voiy  interest- 
ing letter,  addressed  to  him  by  the  French  aniba^^sador,  Mr. 
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Gerard.  As  all  that  relates  to  that  glorious  exploit  deserves 
to  bo  preserved,  we  translate  it  here,  the  more  readily  as  it 
shows,  at  the  same  thue,  Steubeu^s  sentimeDts  with  regard 
to  it. 

"Nothing  is  in  my  opinion  more  just,  my  dear  baron," 
writes  Gerard,  from  Philadelphia,  on  the  27th  of  July  1779, 
"  than  the  euloj^y  whicli  you  bestow  upon  the  expedition  against 
Stony  ]*oint.  Plan,  execution,  courage,  discipUne,  address  and 
energy,  in  short,  the  most  rare  qualities  were  found  united 
there,  and  I  am  convinced  that  this  action  will  as  much  elevate 
the  ideas  of  Europe  about  the  military  qualities  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, as  the  success  ...  *  had  devoted  the  talent  of  our  illus- 
trious and  amiable  general.  I  have  sent  an  express  to  Balti- 
more to  look  out  for  a  vessel  which  might  immediately  carry 
the  news  of  this  triumph  to  France.  Although  I  am  not  as 
fond  as  you  are  of  all  the  individuals  here,  the  success  of  this 
country  touches  me  as  much  as  that  of  our  own  arms.  As  to 
General  Wayne,  I  believe  that  we  both  entertain  the  -same 
Bcntiments.  (Steuben's  letter  of*  the  21st  of  July,  to  which 
this  passage  refers,  is  lost ;  but  Greene  writes,  on  the  same 
day  to  his  wife,  that  Steuben  thought  this  gallant  action  would 
fix  the  character  of  the  commanding  ollicer  in  any  part  of  the 
world.)  When  you  see  him,  please  tell  him  that  nobody  re- 
gards with  more  pleasure  than  I  the  glory  which  he  is  going 
to  acquire.  The  honor  which  our  brave  and  noble  Fleury  won 
on  this  occasion  touches  me  equally,  and  I  expect  with  pleas- 
ure the  flattering  recompense  which  he  is  destined  to  receive. 
I  consider  this  brilliant  success  as  a  new  inducement  for  him 
to  stay  in  America;  he  at  least  can  not  leave  us  in  the  course 

*  Mr.  (Jorard's  handwriting  is  so  excessively  difficult  to  decipher,  that  wo 
ct.^uld  not  road  two  words,  whicli  are  marked  >v1th  periods.  It  took  us  more 
than  three  hours  to  mako  out  the  hiorogh'phics  of  this  short  lett«?r.  It  is 
a  charaoteivtic  trait  of  the  French  noblumcu  of  tliat  day,  to  write  in  a  man- 
lii.r  that  wa.-^.  cxcKJ'din^'ly  dillicult  to  n.'a<i.  Tliis  furms  a  .strikinjj  contrast 
to  the  clear,  lo.^blo  and  h<Ad  lian-iwritini^  of  their  American  cotompora- 
ries. 
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of  this  campaign.  I  am  going  to  write  to  my  court,  that  it 
may  grant  him  such  rewards  as  prove  the  interest  which  it 
takes  in  the  success  of  America. 

"  Colonel  Pickering  has  sent  me  a  copy  of  your  Regulations 
and  promised  me  six  more.  Courage,  my  dear  baron ;  those 
talents,  which  know  how  to  do  good  without  giving  umbrage 
and  causing  jealousy,  are  always  sure  to  triumph  ultimately 
over  all  obstacles.  Your  success  can  not  increase  the  attach- 
ment of  your  friends ;  but  they  will  be  happy  if  they  are  cer- 
tain that  you  are  as  happy  as  you  deserve  to  be." 

3Ir.  Gerard,  twO  months  after  having  written  this  letter, 
left  the  country  and  was  relieved  by  Mr.  De  la  Luzerne,  who 
arrived  at  Boston  toward  the  end  of  August,  1V79.  Steuben 
was  at  that  time  just  reviewing  the  cor[)s  of  General  Gates  in 
Providence,  and  was  requested  by  tlie  clicvalier  to  join  him  on 
Ids  route  to  head-quarters.  After  having  finished  his  inspec- 
tion, he  went  to  Hartford,  where  he  met  the  French  minister, 
and  whence  they  proceeded  together  by  Wetherstield,  New 
Haven,  Fairfield  and  Dunbury  to  Fishkill,  where  (General 
Washingtun  had  arrived  to  receive  Mr.  De  la  Luzerne. 

"  I  had  not  the  honor  of  knowing  him  before,"  says  Steu- 
ben in  one  of  his  memorials ;  *  "  and  although  he  received  me 
with  the  utmost  politeness,  I  saw  that  he  knew  nothing  of  me, 
and  that  the  French  ministry  had  not  informed  him  how  it 
happened  that  I  had  come  to  this  country.  Tliis  convinced  mo 
that  they  had  sent  ujc  adrift  and  that  I  was  to  manage  for 
myself  as  well  as  I  could.  I  took  good  care  not  to  allow  Mr. 
De  la  Luzerne  to  perceive  what  I  thought,  and  mentioned 
only  incidentally  my  acquaintances  at  Versailles  and  the  way 
I  came  to  America,  and  determined  to  play  the  part  of  an 
American  officer  who  had  no  other  protection  or  support." 

At  head-quailers  they  did  not  know  the  etiquette  to  be 
observed  to  receive  the  Frencli  minister.  Steuben  was  there- 
fore appealed  to  as  the  person  most  likely  to  know  how  to 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papers.     Sprague. 
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make  the  necessary  arrangements.  lie  had  thus  an  opportur 
nity  ot*  using  his  old  experience  :is  court  marshal,  and  was 
afterward  constantly  applied  to  both  by  the  government  and 
the  foreign  ministers  to  be,  as  it  were,  the  master  of  ceremo- 
nies in  their  mutual  relations.  "Will  you  have  the  goodness," 
writes  Alexander  Hamilton,  then  adjutant  general.  On  the  5th 
of  September,  1 779,  to  Steuben,*  "  to  send  on  an  express  to 
the  general,  informing  him  of  the  daily  stages  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  make  and  the  time  of  your  intended  arrival  at  camp? 
If  the  general  should  meet  Mr.  Dc  la  Luzenie  at  Fishkill, 
OS  a  private  gentleman,  will  he  think  the' compliment  amiss? 
Tliis  is  entre  nous :  I  see  no  impropriety  in  it ;  but  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  you  to  favor  me  with  your  opinion  on  this,  and  on 
any  other  point  that  may  occur  to  you,  avec  franchise.  At 
his  Excellency's  debarkation  at  head-quarters.  Major  Gibbs 
has  a  violent  inclination  to  make  a  little  flourish  at  the  head 
of  his  men.     Will  this  bo  an  infringement  on  your  plan  ?" 

When  ho  had  seen  a  part  of  the  army  and  the  works  at 
West  Point,  the  Chevalier  De  la  Luzerne  left  to  pay  his  re- 
spects to  Congress  at  Philadelphia. 

We  found  among  the  Steuben  papers  an  opinion  of  Steu- 
ben, which,  written  at  West  Point  on  the  27th  day  of  July, 
1779,  by  order  of  General  Washington,  describes  the  sitaa- 
tion  of  the  American  army  after  the  capture  of  Stony  Point, 
and  sheds  an  interesting  light  on  the  condition  of  affairs.  It 
reads  in  the  translation  as  follows : 

'^  Our  present  situation  is  about  the  same  as  it  was  at  the 
commencement  of  this  campaign.  The  enemy  is  still  numer- 
ically superior.  Their  trooi>s  are  better  provided  than  ouiu 
They  are  better  able  to  carry  out  their  plans,  and  on  accoant 
of  their  ships,  they  are  masters  of  the  coixst,  and  of  the  mouth 
of  the  North  river. 

"  The  taking  of  Stony  Point  was  a  great  advantage  for  our 
side.     It  has  not  only  encouraged  the  army  but  the  people. 

♦  Steabon  MSi  Piip:;ra,  vol.  i. 
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It  has  shown  the  enemy  th.it  our  generals  know  how  to  make 
a  pbn,  and  that  our  officers  and  soldiera  know  how  to  carry  it 
out  with  boldness  and  precision.  It  has  delayed  the  field  oj)- 
erations  of  the  enemy,  but  it  has  not  altogether  defeated  their 
phins. 

"  Let  us  examine  what  those  plans  probably  are.  The 
great  preparation  which  the  enemy  have  made  to  protect 
themselves  on  both  sides  of  the  river  at  King's  Ferry ;  the 
time,  labor  and  expense  they  have  employed  in  fortifynig  this 
point — can  they  have  any  other  object  than  the  burning  and 
phmdering  of  the  coast  of  Connecticut  ?  Would  they  have 
fortified  Stony  and  Verplanck's  Points  to  terminate  their  con- 
quests there  for  this  campaign  ?  Neither  supposition  is  at  all 
probable.  Their  plans  must  be  more  comprehensive.  Hav- 
ing fortified  these  two  points,  and  leaving  a  suflicient  garrison 
in  them,  they  are  at  liberty  to  take  the  rest  of  their  forces 
wherever  they  think  proper,  and  in  case  of  a  reverse  these 
two  points  are  a  suppoit  for  their  troops,  and  a  harbor  for 
their  vessels. 

"  They  will  then  invade  the  country,  with  a  view  to  encour- 
aging us  to  follow  them  by  detachments,  or  witli  our  full  force, 
while  they  will  be  ready  at  any  moment  to  make  an  attack  on 
West  Point,  with  three  or  four  thousand  men,  and  the  vessels 
necessary  for  their  transport.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  do 
not  allow  ourselves  to  be  drawn  from  our  present  position  by 
their  invasions,  it  is  possible  that  they  may  send  a  corps  of  five 
or  six  thousand  men,  on  either  side  of  the  river,  to  seem  to 
threaten  our  flanks,  and  to  try  to  maneuver  in  our  rear,  so  as 
to  attack  West  Point.  This,  however,  seems  to  me  very  dif- 
ficult, particularly  on  the  side  of  the  fort. 

"Whatever  means  they  may  employ,  I  am  positive  that  their 
operations  are  directed  exclusively  to  getting  possession  of  this 
post,  and  of  the  river  as  fiir  as  Albany.  If  this  is  not  their  plan 
they  have  not  got  one  which  is  worth  the  expense  of  a  cani- 
paign.  On  their  success  depends — the  fate  of  America.  The  con- 
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sequcnco  is,  therefore,  that  there  is  nothing  of  greater  impor- 
tance to  us  than  to  avert  this  blow.  Let  them  bum  wliatcvor 
they  have  not  burned  already,  and  this  campaign  will  add  to 
their  slianie  but  not  to  their  success.  Were  West  Point 
strongly  fortiiied,  supplied  with  suDicient  artillery,  ammuni- 
tion and  provisions,  and  a  garrLson  of  two  thousand  men,  we 
ouglit  not  to  be  induced  to  take  our  forces  more  than  a  day's 
marcli  from  it.  To  have  tlie  means  of  relieving  it,  I  go 
further,  and  say,  that  our  army  should  be  destroyed  or  taken, 
before  we  allow  them  to  commence  an  attack  on  West  l*oint. 
"Our  position  is  good,  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  for  an 
army  inferior  in  i)oint  of  numerical  strength.  The  enemy  can 
not  easily  turn  it.  It  is  favorable  with  regard  to  our  magu* 
zines  and  the  river  transports.  If  this  ground  has  any  disad- 
vantage, it  is  that  one  post  can  not  readily  succor  another. 
Each  brigade  is  obliged  to  dclend  itself;  and  lor  this  reason 
it  is  absolutely  necessary,  not  only  that  the  generals,  but  all 
the  officers  should  reconuoiter  the  ground  and  all  the  roads 
and  accessible  paths.  The  right  wing,  which  extends  to  Suf- 
ferns,  is  very  advantageously  placed.  Nevertheless,  were  it 
possible  to  pLace  a  brigade  or  two  somewhere  between  Sufferns 
and  Fort  Montgomery,  the  enemy  would  be  comiHjlled  to 
keep  more  men  and  ships  near  Stony  Point,  and  although  I  do 
not  think  it  advisable  to  risk  a  second  enterprise  against  the 
same  point,  I  should  wish  the  enemy  to  apprehend  it.  Tlie 
more  of  their  forces  that  we  keep  in  check  from  this  side,  the 
less  they  will  have  to  operate  elsewhere.  Small  vidette  de- 
tachments along  this  side  of  the  river  to  Newark,  and  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Croton  liver  as  far  as  Xorwalk,  with  relays 
of  horses,  will  be  able  to  give  us  timely  notice  of  all  the 
enemy's  movements,  and  warn  the  militia  to  take  arms.  The 
harvest  is  nearly  over,  and  the  people  are  therefore  better 
able  to  take  arms  in  ca"^e  of  need.  IJut,  in  my  opinion,  neither 
Jersey  nor  Connecticut  onght  to  rely  much  on  the  detach- 
ments of  these  troops.     Let  us  defend  the  North  liver  and 
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hold  West  Point,  and  the  end  of  our  campaign  will  be  glo- 
rious. 

"  P.  S. — The  above  is  my  opinion  upon  the  present  con- 
dition of  affairs.  The  arrival  of  our  ally's  fleet  on  the  coast 
would  materially  change  our  plan  of  operations." 

The  army  remained  inactive  at  West  Point,  and  the  En- 
glish equally  so  at  Xew  York.  "Oiir  troops,"  relates  Du- 
ponceau,*  "dunnis:  this  bloodless  canipaiujn  frequently  shifted 
their  quarters,  and  we  of  course  followed.  ^ly  labor  during 
that  time  was  any  thing  but  pleas:int.  The  reports  of  the 
dijQTerent  corps  and  dej)artments  of  the  army,  which  were 
called  returns,  containing  the  number  of  men,  the  quantity  of 
provisions,  clothing,  arms,  ammunition,  etc.,  were  all  sent 
to  Baron  Steuben,  as  inspector  general  of  the  army.  From 
those  documents  we  had  to  make  extrnrts,  and  to  frame  out 
of  them  general  returns  to  be  laid  before  the  commander-in- 
chief.  That  was  a  tedious  business.  A  more  airreeable  dutv 
was  that  of  attc^nding  the  baron  on  horseback  when  he  went 
to  insjiect  the  troops.  He  was  much  beloved  by  the  soldiers, 
though  he  was  a  strict  disciplinarian,  and  passi(mate  withal. 
But  there  was  in  him  a  fund  of  goodness,  which  displayed 
itself  on  many  occasions,  and  which  could  even  be  read  in  liis 
severe  countenance,  so  that  he  was  extremely  popular.  He 
never  did  an  act  of  injustice  but  he  repaired  it,  as  soon  as  dis- 
covered, by  the  most  public  acknowledgment.  Of  this  I  have 
seen  several  instances.  The  ^Fanpiis  T)e  Lafayette  and  the 
Baron  De  Steuben  were  great  favorites  with  the  army,  and 
were  called  by  no  other  names.  A  woman  went  once  to  the 
latter  to  ask  his  permission  to  call  her  child  after  him.  'How 
will  you  call  hiui  ?'  said  Steuben.  'Why,  to  be  sure,'  replied 
she,  '  I  '11  call  him  Baron.' 

"His  fits  of  passion  never  offended  the  soldier.  When 
some  movement  or  maneuver  was  not  j>erformed  to  his  mind, 

♦  Dupoiiceau's   MS.   Letters.     No.   ix.,  dated  Philadelphia,  Au.-.nist   ?>!, 
1837. 
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he  began  to  swear  in  Grerman,  then  in  French,  and  then  in 
both  languages  together.  When  ho  had  exhausted  his  artil* 
lery  of  foreign  oaths  he  would  call  to  his  aids,  ^My  dear 
Walker,  or  my  dear  Duponceau,  come  and  swear  for  me  in 
English — these  fellows  will  not  do  what  I  bid  them.*  A  good- 
natured  smile  then  went  through  the  ranks,  and  at  last  the 
maneuver  or  the  movement  was  perfectly  pei'formed." 

From  West  Point,  on  the  28th  of  September,  1 779,  Steuben 
wrote  the  following  letter  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  then  in  Paris  :* 

"I  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  you  a  few  copies  of  the 
Regulations  published  last  winter  for  the  service  of  the  infan- 
try. As  this  work  has  been  under  my  direction,  I  must  let 
you  know  that  circumstances  have  obliged  me  to  deviate  from 
principles  adoi)ted  in  the  European  armies,  such  as  the  fonna- 
tion  in  two  ranks,  the  weakness  of  our  battalions,  etc.  Young 
as  we  are,  we  have  already  our  prejudices  as  the  most  ancient 
nations.  The  prepossession  in  favor  of  the  Bntish  service  has 
obliged  me  to  comply  with  many  things  which  are  against  my 
principles.  However,  we  have  now  lixed  regulations,  which 
will  at  least  produce  a  uniformity  in  the  service  ;  and  our  sys- 
tem, though  imperfect,  is  far  preferable  to  having  none. 

"  I  leave  it  to  your  other  correspondents  to  give  you  an 
account  of  the  present  state  of  our  army.  If  they  tell  you 
that  our  order  and  discipline  equal  that  of  the  French  and 
Prussian  armies,  do  not  believe  them ;  but  do  not  believe  them, 
either,  if  they  compare  our  troops  to  those  of  the  pope  ;  and 
take  a  just  medium  between  those  two  extremes.  Though 
we  are  so  young  that  we  scarcely  begin  to  walk,  we  can  take 
already  Stony  Point  and  Paul  us  Hook  with  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  without  firing  a  single  shot.  This  is  very  premature, 
yet  we  still  have  many  weaknesses  which  bespeak  our  infancy. 
We  want,  above  all,  the  true  meaning  of  the  words  Uhei't]/^ 
inde}}endeno€^  etc.,  that  the  child  may  not  make  use  of  them 
against  his  father,  or  the  soldier  against  his  officer. 

*  Slcubon  MS.  Papers,  vol.  xi 
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"  I  will  say  nothing  of  our  political  afl*airs — ^thcso  do  not 
fall  within  my  province.  All  I  can  assure  you  of  is  that  the 
English  will  not  beat  us,  if  we  do  n't  beat  ourselves." 

In  November,  1779,  the  general-iu-chief  left  a  sufficient 
force  at  West  Point  and  the  environs,  and  the  rest  of  the 
army  took  up  winter  quarters  in  the  vicinity  of  Morristown, 
in  New  Jersey,  where  head-quarters  were  established,  and 
Steuben  continued  to  peHbrin  his  duties  in  inspecting  and  re- 
viewing the  troops.  Officers  and  soldiers  i)laced  the  utmost 
confidence  in  him,  and  strictly  obeyed  his  ordei*s.  The  briga- 
diers no  longer  protested  against  his  command,  and  the  cabals 
against  him  were  at  an  end.  Two  of  the  major  generals  who 
had  made  the  first  difficulty  no  longer  belonged  to  the  army 
(Lee  and  JVIifflin) ;  and  the  third  (Lafayette)  was  absent.  Steuben 
had  succeeded  in  convincing  the  army  of  the  absolute  necessity 
of  his  reforms,  and  from  his  indefatigable  zeal  they  now  readily 
perceived  that  it  was  the  good  of  the  army,  and  not  personal 
ambition,  that  prompted  him  in  his  endeavors  for  the  firm  es- 
tablishment of  the  inspectorship.  lie  had  made  some  progress 
in  the  English  language,  so  that  he  could  express  himself  more 
intelligibly.  Prospects  became  brighter,  and  an  ultimate  suc- 
cess certain.* 

Steuben  was,  however,  very  badly  off  in  a  financial  point 
of  view,  lie  did  not  receive  any  pay  more  than  the  rest  of 
the  army,  and  was  often  obliged  to  buy  forage  for  his  horees 
and  food  for  his  servants.  His  own  funds  were  exhausted,  and 
very  often  he  was  in  want  of  the  greatest  necessaries. 

Washington,  to  remedy  this  injustice,  as  early  as  the  17th 
of  August,  1779,  had  laid  the  matter  before  Congress  in  the 
following  letter  :f 

"  Inclosed  is  also,"  he  says,  "  a  memorandum  of  the  money 
for  which  I  have  given  warrants  to  Baron  Steuben  in  the 
course  of  the  present  year.     It  amounts  to  a  considerable  sum 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papers.    Sprague. 
f  Washington's  Writings,  vL,  325. 
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more  than  his  pay  established  by  Congress  ($2000  per  year). 
This  is  a  subject  which  embarrasses  me.  It  is  reasonable  that 
a  man  devoting  hb  time  and  services  to  the  public,  and  by 
general  consent  a  very  useful  one,  should  at  least  have  his 
expenses  borne.  His  established  pay  is  certainly  altogether 
inadequate  to  this.  A  large  nominal  sum  goes  but  a  little 
way.  But  while  there  is  a  sum  fixed  by  Congress,  I  am  cer- 
tainly not  at  liberty  to  exceed  it ;  and  though  I  have  hitherto 
complied,  from  the  indelicacy  of  a  refusal  to  a  foreigner,  to  a 
roan  of  high  rank,  to  one  who  is  rendering  the  most  indefati- 
gable and  beneficial  services,  yet  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity 
of  discontinuing  the  practice.  Xeithcv  could  I  recommend 
that  a  sufficient  allowance  should  bo  formally  determined ;  for 
though  there  may  be  less  reason  to  expect  foreigners  than  na- 
tives to  make  pecuniary  sacritices  to  this  country,  and  though 
some  of  them  may  have  no  private  resources,  so  remote  from 
home,  for  their  support,  yet  it  would  be  difficult  to  reconcile 
onr  own  officers  to  a  measure  which  wouM  make  so  great  and 
palpable  a  difference  in  the  compensation  for  the  respective 
services. 

"  It  is  true,  the  baron,  from  the  nature  of  his  office,  will 
often  have  to  travel  from  one  part  of  the  army  to  another, 
which  will  occasion  extra  expense,  and  will  justify  an  extra 
allowance.  It  is  upon  this  principle  that  my  last  warrant  was 
granted,  as  he  was  just  setting  out  on  a  journey  to  Providence. 
But  perha|)s  the  best  mode  to  enable  the  baron,  and  others 
in  his  situation,  to  defray  their  necessary  expenses  in  the  ser- 
vice, may  be  to  invest  the  board  of  war  with  a  discretionary 
power  to  grant  such  sums,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall 
judge  reasonable,  and  proportioned  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  persons." 

Congress,  however,  for  more  than  six  months,  did  not  act 
agreeably  to  these  suggestions,  and  things  became  the  worse 
for  Steuben,  as  Washington  could  not  continue  issuing  war- 
rants for  him.    Another  great  inconvenience  was,  that  while 
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the  officers  bdon^ng  to  particnlar  States  sometimes  received 
snail  sums  from  their  respective  States,  those  who  were  not 
so  ntnated,  got  nothing.  Steaben  was  not  the  only  person 
wbo  was  treated  in  this  way. 

We  find  an  interesting  and  significant  instance  of  the  mode 
in  which  fi>roign  officers  wore  treated,  and  in  which  Baron  De 
Ejalb  was  even  subjected  to  insult  by  a  subordinate  ofiicer.* 
De  Ealb  commanded  the  army  of  Maryland,  in  which  General 
Smallwood  was  brigadier.  The  State  sent  a  leather  chest, 
containing  cofiec,  brandy,  etc.,  for  the  use  of  the  officers. 
Brigadier  Smallwood  put  a  guard  on  the  chest,  with  orders 
n|f>t  to  give  out  the  smallest  thing  to  General  De  Kalb,  or  to 
hb  order — the  same  De  Kalb  who  was  soon  afterward  killed 
fiyrthe  benefit  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  as  well  as  the  other 
States.  Steuben's  situation  was  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  De  Kalb 
and  all  the  foreign  officers.  They  belonged  to  the  continent 
at  large,  which  was  the  same  as  belonging  to  nobody.  When 
Steuben  entered  his  winter  quarters  at  Morristown,  he  re- 
ceived neither  rations  for  his  servants  nor  forage  for  his  horses. 
He  could  not  even  get  a  payment  on  account  in  pajxsr  money. 
Without  funds  or  credit,  his  situation  was  extremely  disagree- 
able, and  if  Mr.  Boudinot,  formerly  member  of  Congress,  had 
not  had  the  kindness  to  lend  him  a  proi>ortionaUy  small  sum, 
he  would,  in  fact,  have  been  reduced  to  starvation.  To  put 
an  end  to  this  misery,  Steuben  asked  from  Congress  either  an 
increase  of  his  pay,  adequate  to  meet  bis  expenses  while  on 
duty,  or  his  dismissal.  On  the  7tli  of  March,  1780,  Congress 
aDowed  him  two  hundred  and  fifty  louisdors  for  reimburse- 
ment of  his  expenses  in  coming  to  America,  but  took  no  meas- 
ures to  comply  definitely  with  his  wishes.f  These  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  louisdors  (a  $3.83)  were  i)aid  to  him  in  bills  of 
exchange,  which  he  negotiated  at  a  discount  of  forty  per  cent. 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papers.    Spraguo. 

f  BeBolutioDS,  Acts  and  Ordera  of  Congress,  vol  vi.,  p.  39.    a  Dunlap*8 
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*'  Your  intention  of  quitting  us,"  writes  Colonel  Benjanun 
Walker,  on  the  10th  of  March,  1780,  to  Steuben,*  "  can  not 
but  give  me  much  concern,  both  as  an  individual  and  as  a 
member  of  the  commonwealth,  convinced  as  I  am  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  your  presence  to  the  existence  of  order  and  disci- 
pline in  the  army.  I  can  not  but  dread  the  moment  when 
such  event  shall  take  place,  for  much  am  I  afraid  we  should 
again  fall  into  that  state  of  absolute  negligence  and  disorder 
from  which  you  have  in  some  measure  drawn  us.  However,  I 
liope  Congress  will  so  far  see  the  interest  of  the  country  as  to 
make  your  stay  among  us  consistent  with  your  regard  to  your- 
self." 

Although  by  the  above  act  Steuben^s  absolute  wants  were 
provided  for,  there  was  no  definite  provision  made  for  the 
extra  expenses  of  his  peculiar  office,  nor  was  there  any  fixed 
arrangement  by  which  he  could  guide  himself  for  the  future. 
He  nevertheless  remained  convinced  that  the  faithful  and  dili- 
gent performance  of  his  duty  would  suggest  to  Congress  the 
absolute  justice  of  performing  theirs. 

♦  Stouben  MS.  Papers,  vol  I 
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GRKSS  THE  AlKH'TlOX  OF  NKW  L.VU'S  KOK  TIIK  II K- FORMATION  OF  THE  AeMY. — CoU- 
KBftPONDX.VCE  WITU  THE    GbNERAL-IN-CuIKP,  THE    BoARD    OF  WaB,   AND   CONORKSS, 

FROM  JA:«L'Ar.Y   TO   APEiL,  17S0. — Very   imim>kta>t   Results  arrived  at. — Kk- 

rOBMATTOH   OF  THE   ArMY. — StEUBEX'S     PROPOSALS    FINALLY  ADOPTED. — A  COMMIT- 

tbjc  OK  Three  appointed  to  go  to  IIead-Qitarteiw.— Uekoums  istroduckd  xh 
September  and  October,  17S0. — Stkuijkx  ArcoMPAXiES  tub  French  AMti<vsHADoB 
TO  Cahp.— Maj(ecvkb  is  Honob  of  the  Latter,— Wasuisotos's  Order  of  the 

DAT. 

TOWARD  the  end  of  Janiiar}',  1780,  when  it  became  neces- 
sary to  prepare  for  the  next  campaign,  Washington  or- 
dered Steuben  to  Philadelphia,  to  propose  to  Congress  the 
adoption  of  certain  laws  for  the  formation  of  the  army  on  a 
more  permanent  and  efticient  basis.  This  mission  involved  the 
vital  question  of  the  real  existence  of  the  army,  which,  on  ac- 
count of  the  insufticient  recruiting  system,  and  the  expiration 
of  the  terra  of  a  large  portion  of  the  soldiers,  was  about  to  lose 
almost  one  third  of  its  strength,  when  not  even  one  man  could 
be  spared  on  the  eve  of  a  new  campaign. 

The  transactions  which  Steuben  had  on  the  one  hand  with 
Washington,  and  on  the  other  with  the  board  of  war  and  Con- 
gress, form  an  interesting  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  war, 
and  have  never  before  been  completely  published.  Ha\  ing 
access  to  all  the  important  letters  which  refer  to  this  mission, 
we  think  it  best  to  communicate  them  here,  unabridged  and  in 
their  original  form.  They  give  the  entire  narrative  of  the  pro- 
ceedings and  require  neither  comment  nor  additions.* 

*  We  found  Steuben's  draft  and  copying-book  for  1780  among  tho  Wnlkor 
Papers,  in  the  possession  of  Charles  A.  Maun,  Esq.,  in  Utit-a,  wlio  Las  siuoo 
presented  all  that  relates  to  Steuben  to  the  New  York  Ilistoriail  Society, 

II 
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"H:i\iiig  arrivcHl  here,"  reports  Steuben  to  Washington, 
from  Pliiladelphiji,  the  2Cth  of  January,  1780,  "on  the  night 
of  the  22d  instant,  I  delivered,  next  day,  early  in  the  morning, 
your  Excellency's  letter  to  the  president  of  Congress,  and  I 
am  informed  but  to  day  that  the  board  of  war  is  charged  to 
confer  with  me  on  the  present  state  of  the  army,  I  do  not  know 
as  yet  what  this  conference  will  tend  to.  There  is  a  talk  of  a 
committee  being  to  rej^air  to  camp,  in  order  to  give  a  new 
formation  to  our  army.  It  is  spoken  likewise  of  incorporat- 
ing forty-one  regiments,  but  I  really  believe  that  nothing  is 
yet  determined  upon  this  subject. 

"  The  minister  of  France  has  communicated  to  me  that  he 
is  on  the  point  of  asking  Congress  what  means  they  intend  to 
employ  for  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign,  that  he  may 
give  notice  to  his  court,  and  to  the  chiefs  of  squadrons  to  make 
their  arrangements.  He  has  given  me  certain  assurances  that 
we  may  reckon  on  the  arrival  of  a  French  fleet  upon  our  coast, 
in  case  we  are  able  to  cooperate  on  our  side.  He  has  told  me 
he  has  sent  his  opinion  to  your  Excellency  on  the  subject  of 
the  cartel  proposed  by  the  enemy. 

"  Wednesday,  the  2Gth  instant. — I  have  just  received  an 
order  from  the  board  of  war  to  attend  at  their  office  to- 
morrow at  six  o'clock,  p.  m. 

"  Some  gentlemen  in  Congress,  and  especially  the  east- 
ern members,  appear  extremely  well  disposed  to  reinforce 
the  army  for  the  next  campaign,  and  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  promote  vigorous  operations.    There  are  indeed  dilVorent 

where  it  caw  now  bo  found.  Wo  aro  under  more  than  ordinary  obligations 
tt»  tliis  t^'ntliMium  for  hia  kind  porniission  to  peruse  and  use  these  paix^i*!*. 
They  were  chiefly  dietated  by  Steuben,  and  eorrected  by  North  and  Fairlie. 
That  they  were  correctly  copied  from  the  original  drafts,  is  proveil  by  the 
letter  of  the  28th  of  March,  1780,  which  is  publLshed  by  Spiirks,  in  volurao 
ii.  of  the  Revolutionary  Correspondence,  and  by  two  or  thre<'  otiiers,  wliieh 
we  found  and  compared,  in  the  "Washington  vState  Department.  Here  we 
wore  unable  to  compare  thcni  all,  as  we  were  suddenly  uiterrupied  in  the 
perusal  of  the  State  Papers,  further  access  to  tliem  Ix'ing  forbidden  to  us  by 
tiie  Assistant  Secretarj'  of  State. 
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achemes  proposed,  bat  I  shall  not  contradict  any,  provided  we 
have  an  army. 

"  Thursday,  the  27th  instant. — I  have  delivered  to  the 
board  of  war  the  returns  of  the  infantry,  and,  as  far  as  I  could, 
I  have  acquainted  them  with  the  state  of  our  army.  I  am 
desired  to  give  without  delay  my  opinions  of  the  preparations 
that  are  to  be  made  for  the  next  campaign." 

The  memonal  itself  which  Steuben  delivered  to  the  board 
of  war,  on  the  28th  of  January,  1780,  reads  as  follows,  viz. : 

"  The  incomplete  state  and  extreme  inequality  of  our  reg- 
iments of  infantry  against  all  good  order  and  regular  forma- 
tion, induced  me  last  cami)aign  to  present  to  his  Excellency, 
the  commander-in-chief,  a  plan  of  formation  for  an  order  of 
battle,  in  which  I  joined  two  and  three  regiments  together,  in 
order  to  form  a  single  battalion  according  to  the  regulations. 
In  consequence  of  this  formation,  the  army,  under  General 
Washington,  was  divided  into  thirty-five  battalions,  and  eight 
battalions  of  light  infantry. 

"  Although  such  an  aiTangement  was  very  necessary,  yet 
it  was  very  difficult  to  bring  the  commanding  officers  of  reg- 
iments to  agree  to  it.  The  one  insisted  on  the  strength  of  his 
corps,  the  other  on  the  older  date  of  his  commission,  and  both 
claimed  the  commandment-in-chicf  of  the  battalion.  Hence 
several  representations,  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  were  pro- 
duced, which  were  accommodated  but  with  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty by  the  commander-in-chief  and  myself. 

"  The  formation  of  eight  battalions  of  light  infantry  met 
with  no  less  obstacles,  and  excited  no  fewer  clamors.  Some 
regiments  complained  of  furnishing  too  much,  others  of  not 
furnishing  enough.  This  arrangement  was,  however,  finally 
adopted  ;  the  eight  battalions  of  light  infantry  were  formed, 
and  when  under  arms  the  regiments  were  formed  into  battal- 
ions. 

"Although  this  formation  was  extremely  defective,  yet  it 
was  the  only  one  which  we  could  adopt.    The  arrival  of  the 
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nino  months'  rcoruits  from  New  England  brought  diflordcr 
into  it,  in  tho  midst  of  tho  campaign.  But  now  it  is  totaUy 
subverted  by  the  diminution  of  about  five  thousand  men, 
whoso  enlistment  expires  before  the  beginning  of  next  cam- 
paign. Some  regiments  will  be  so  diminished  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  join  four  or  five  together  to  form  a  battalion, 
others  will .  be  almost  reduced  to  nothing ;  few  are  strong 
enough  to  form  a  battalion  for  themselves.  Ilence  there  will 
be  very  weak  battalions  with  twelve  field  oflicers  at  their  head, 
whilst  others,  of  the  same  strength,  will  perhaps  have  but  one. 
To  remedy  this  evil  I  know  of  but  two  means :  that  of  re- 
ducing the  ofiicers  and  incorporating  the  regiments,  and  that 
of  completing  them.  The  first  will  be  dangerous  and  impol- 
itic, and  the  latter  impossible.  If  we  reduce  the  number  of 
regiments  in  tho  midst  of  the  war,  we  shall  show  the  enemy 
that  we  are  not  able  to  maintain  our  army  on  the  present  foot- 
ing. 

" The  reformed  oflicers,  even  in  preserving  their  appoint- 
ment and  rank,  will  be  disgusted  at  the  service,  and  I  fear  we 
shall  lose  thereby  a  number  of  good  and  bravo  oflicers. 

"  K  we  preserve  their  rank  to  restore  them  to  their  com- 
mands in  cnse  of  vacancies,  we  shall  justly  oflend  those  who 
will  remain,  for,  stipposing  that  a  regiment  loses  several  ofli- 
cers in  action,  it  would  be  hard  for  those  who  have  run  all  the 
dangers  to  be  superseded  ])y  those  who  have  been  all  the 
while  enjov-ing  their  rank  and  appointments  in  the  midst  of 
their  families  and  connections.  I  dare  say  that  tho  only  pro- 
posal of  an  incorporation  will  dbgust  most  of  our  oflicers,  and  I 
apprehend  jiroduce  the  most  fatal  consequences.  To  complete 
the  regiments  is  an  enterprise  impossible  to  the  United  States ; 
and  supposing  even  that  we  might  find  a  suflicient  number  of  re- 
cruits, we  would  then  have  so  disproportionate  an  army  that 
it  would  be  out  of  the  power  of  the  States  to  maintain 
it.  The  regiments  of  infantry  alone  would  amount,  accord- 
ing to  the  establishment,  to  near  forty-two  thousand,  rank 
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and  file ;  add  to  this  three  thousand  cavalry,  two  thousand 
artillery,  and  at  least — for  the  proportion  of  such  an  anny — 
six  thousand  men  for  the  train  of  the  army,  artificers,  etc.,  and 
then  the  anny  will  amount  to  fifty-three  thousand  privates, 
without  includnig  the  officers,  whose  number  must  amount  to 
bet^^een  five  and  six  thousand,  which  will  make  about  fifty- 
eight  thousand  men.  And  even  supi)osing  the  States  should 
not  have  all  the  necessary  means  to  form  an  army,  it  would 
be  ridiculous  to  keep  up  a  force  so  superior  to  that  we  have 
to  oppose.  Thus  it  appears  to  mo,  that  speaking  of  complet- 
ing the  regiments,  is  speaking  of  an  absolutely  Dl  cidculated 
scheme.  If  I  am  asked  what  means  I  would  then  propose,  I 
will  answer,  that  I  think  we  must  form  our  army  on  a  number 
proportionable  to  the  abilities  of  the  States  and  the  operations 
we  have  to  undertake.  The  first  object  requii*es  an  exact  cal- 
culation on  the  part  of  our  legislators,  who  are  best  acquainted 
with  the  abilities  of  the  different  States.  In  this  ciilculalion 
it  is  not  only  necessary  to  determine  the  number  of  men  tliat 
can  be  assembled,  but  likewise  the  means  of  arming,  paying, 
clothing  and  otherwise  su[)porting  them. 

"  The  next  is  to  determine  whether  we  intend  to  act  with 
vigor  in  an  offensive  campaign,  or  if  we  mean  to  protract  the 
war  by  acting  defensively  and  waiting  for  the  issue  of  events. 
In  both  cases  our  army  must  be  reinforced,  more  or  loss,  for 
Buch  as  it  is  it  can  not  anyhow^  stand  another  campaign.  Be- 
sides, we  must  determine  on  a  regular  formation,  and  adopt 
some  particular  system. 

**  In  order  to  oppose  our  enemies  in  the  Xorth  and  in  the 
South,  and  act  offensively  against  them,  our  army  ouglit  to  be 
eonsidera]>ly  augmented,  and  sufficiently  provided  with  all  the 
necessaries  for  next  campjiign.  In  order  to  know  to  what 
number  the  army  ought  to  amount  to  serve  that  object,  the 
general  who  commands  it  and  directs  its  operations  ought  to 
determine. 

"  I  will,  however,  venture  to  give  here  my  opinions  whioh  I 
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Bubmit  to  the  exaiiiiimtion  of  the  commander-in-chief  and  the 
approbation  of  Congress. 

"  Before  I  enter  upon  my  calculations,  I  will  observe  that 
among  the  number  of  men  I  include  only  the  fighting  men  iu 
rank  and  file,  without  including  even  the  officers,  sergeants, 
drummers,  etc.,  and  still  less  the  men  employed  as  wagoners, 
artificers  or  servants,  who  are  returned  as  soldiers  and  are  not 
such  in  reality. 

'^  Supposing,  then,  that  our  army  is  to  be  put  on  a  footing 
to  resist  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  in  Georgia  and  Carolina,  and 
not  only  to  oppose  their  progress,  but  to  dispossess  them  of 
what  they  have  already  conquered  : 

"  That  we  wish  to  be  able  to  keep  them  close  at  the  north- 
ward, and  be  ready  at  every  instant  to  cooperate  with  a  fleet 
of  our  allies,  and  strike  a  jjowerful  blow  wherever  we  shall 
think  proper :  that  we  wish  to  be  able  to  fill  our  gamsons  on 
the  froiitiera  and  reinforce  them  in  cjise  of  need : 

"  Methinks  the  following  numbers  will  be  necessary  for  this 
purpose : 

Infantry, 23,616 

Cavalry, 1000 

Artillery  and  artUicors, 2000 

Train  of  artillery, 400 

Train  of  tho  army, 2,952 

Inclmling  commissarioa,  quarter-masters,  )  oo'oftft 

forage  masters,  ete.,                             )   '        '        *  ' 

This  force  miglit  be  divided  in  the  following  manner : 

THE  ARMY   UNDER  WASHINGTON. 

Infantry, 16,000 

Cavalry, 600 

Artillery  and  artificera,            1200 

Train  of  artillery, 300 

Retainers,  etc., 2000 

THE  ARMY  UNDER  GENERAL   LINCOLN. 

Infantry, 6000 

Cavalry,             400 

Artillery, 600 

Train  of  artiller}', 100 

Stafi;ctc., 952 


LIFE     OF     STEUBEN,  247 


IN  GARRISONS. 


Inlhntry, 1616 

Artillery,  etc., 200 

*'  To  bring  up  our  aimy  to  these  numbers  it  is  neither  neces< 
sary  to  complete  the  regiments  according  to  the  establishment 
nor  to  re-form  or  incorporate  them. 

"  Each  State  should  only  level  their  regiments— each  to 
consist  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  men.  They  ought 
then  to  divide  each  regiment  into  eight  companies,  and  one 
of  light  infiiiitry.  Each  company  should  consist  of  thirty-six 
Tnen,  out  of  whom  four  should  be  drawn  to  be  put  under  the 
quarter-master  general's  orders,  who  might  employ  them  as 
wagonci*s,  etc.,  and  thereby  save  the  enormous  expense  to 
which  we  are  subjected,  by  the  considerable  pay  those  wag- 
onei*8  receive,  which  it  is  known  is  no  less  than  that  of  a  cap- 
tain of  iniantry. 

"The  regiments  of  the  different  States  being  once  put  on 
this  footing  it  would  be  necessary  to  level  the  additional  regi- 
ments, among  which,  that  of  Colonel  Livhigston  almost  re- 
duced to  nothing  and  without  oflicers,  might  be  incorporated 
to  level  the  others.  When  these  are  so  leveled  they  should 
be  joined  to  the  State  r(?giments,  either  by  lot  or  any  other 
aiTangoniont,  and  completed  to  the  number  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty-four  by  the  States  to  which  they  shall  be  allotted, 
who  ought  then  to  make  them  enjoy  the  same  emoluments  as 
their  other  regiments. 

"  With  regard  to  the  rank  and  advancement  of  the  officers 
of  the  additional  regiments,  it  would  be  proper  to  preserve 
the  advancement  among  themselves,  and  to  confirm  to  the 
commander-in-chief  the  authority  which  Congress  has  granted 
him  of  disposing  of  the  advancement  of  the  officers,  and  fill- 
ing up  the  vacancies  of  the  Continental  regiments,  in  which 
there  are  a  number  of  excellent  officers. 

"  The  cavalry  ought  to  be  completed  and  remounted  in  pro- 
portion that  the  whole  may  not  exceed  one  thousand  horses. 
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^  With  regard  to  the  artillery,  Grenenil  Knox  ought  to  ho 
consulted  whether  the  number  I  have  proposed  will  bo  propor- 
tioned to  his  operations.  I  have  drawn  this  proportion  from 
the  armies  in  Europe,  and  the  returns  of  that  corps  Tiill  deter- 
mine how  many  men  vrill  bo  necessary  to  recruit  it. 

'^  It  is  the  same  with  regard  to  the  civil  departments  of  the 
staff  of  the  army.  The  chief  of  each  department  ought  to 
specify  the  number  of  men  ho  has  employed,  and  how  many 
he  thinks  he  shall  want  for  his  operations  next  campaign. 
These  returns  ought  to  be  examined  by  the  board  of  war  and 
the  commander-in-chief,  and  such  persons  as  Congress  shall 
appoint  finally  to  determine  upon  it. 

'*  The  numbers  of  these  corps  and  departments  being  deter- 
mined for  the  next  campaign,  the  wants  of  the  army  may  be 
easily  calculated.  With  regard  to  provisions  and  forage,  it  is 
necessary  to  reckon  on  a  third  more  than  the  totality  of  the 
army,  in  order  not  to  be  in  want.  Besides  those  magazines 
proper  for  the  immediate  subsistence  of  the  army,  we  should 
reckon  on  two  more  well  supplied. 

"  The  first  for  a  body  of  militia  of  twenty  thousand  men, 
who  will  join  us  in  case  of  an  expedition,  and  this  magazine 
ought  to  be  furnished  for  three  full  months ;  the  other  for  a 
fleet  which  our  allies  may  send  us,  and  which  should  likewise 
be  furnished  with  provisions,  and  for  three  months.  Besides, 
the  eastern  States  ought  to  establish,  in  time,  considemble 
spare  magazines,  especially  of  hard  bread  and  salt  provisions. 
The  general  of  the  artillery  must,  without  delay,  furnish  a 
return  of  what  he  thinks  he  shall  want  for  the  next  campaign, 
and  the  necessary  preparations  for  a  siege  and  bombardment 
ought  to  be  made  witli  the  greatest  celerity. 

^^  The  general  of  the  engineers  shall  furnish  a  return  of  all 
he  wants,  utensils,  etc.,  for  the  same  purpose. 

'*  With  regard  to  the  clothing  of  the  army,  it  is  to  be  wished 
each  State  would  send  their  recruits  ready  clothed,  no  matter 
of  what  color,  for  next  campfugn,  and  that  whatever  dothing. 
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tbe  States  shall  collect  or  receive  from  France,  shonkl  be  all 
Btorecl  up,  not  to  be  delivered  till  when  the  campaign  is  over. 

"  Bat  the  most  essential  matter  is  to  provide  ourselves  with 
at  least  ten  thousand  stand  of  arms  asrainst  the  bemnninc:  of 
May  next,  without  reckoning  on  those  which  are  expected 
from  France.  It  is  the  least  number  we  mav  want  in  ca^e  the 
army  is  formed  agreeably  to  the  present  plan. 

"The  more  difficult  it  is  to  mnke  the  above-mentioned  reccu- 
lations,  the  more  the  moments  are  precious,  and  the  more  nc- 
CGssarv  it  is  to  do  our  utmost  efforts  to  eflcct  them.  We  aro 
already  at  the  end  of  January.  If  the  recruits  have  not  joined 
the  regiments  by  the  1st  of  April,  the  expense  and  trouble  of 
assembling  them  shall  avail  nothing. 

"  If  the  magazines  are  not  supplied  for  seven  months  against 
the  hai-vTst,  the  army  is  lost.  If  we  can  not  have  at  least  ten 
thousand  stand  of  arms  before  the  recruits  join,  the  men  will 
become  useless. 

*'  I  make  no  doubt  of  a  vigorous  campaign  being  carried  on 
in  Europe.  I  doubt  still  less  of  our  allies  assisting  us  effica- 
ciously on  this  coTjtinent.  It  would  be  unhappy  if  we  could 
do  nothinir  on  oin-  side  at  such  favorable  instants. 

"Our  late  disappointment  at  the  southward  should  strike 
us:  two  thousand  men  more  under  the  orders  of  General  Lin* 
coin  would  have  insured  us  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  in  Geor- 
gia, and  we  would  now  have  no  fatal  consequences  to  appre- 
hend on  that  side. 

"I  can  not  forbear  of  observing  here  that  most  of  the  indi- 
viduals of  this  continent  are  tired  with  the  present  war.  I 
wish  this  consideration  may  induce  us  to  do  our  utmost  to 
biing  it  to  a  happy  termination  in  one  glorious  campaign." 

Steuben  informed  Washington  of  the  delivery  of  the  me- 
morial on  the  29th  of  January,  1780,  in  the  following  note  : 

"  1  delivered  yesterday  to  the  board  of  war,  the  annexed 
memorial.  It  is  only  a  general  calculation,  which  requires  a 
more  exact  examination.    The  Hon.  Mr.  Livingston,  a  mem- 

11* 
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bcr  of  Congress,  was  deputed,  on  their  part,  to  the  board. 
He  communicated  the  answer  of  your  Excellency  on  the 
scheme  of  incorporating  the  regiments. 

'^  If  any  thing  should  induce  me  to  advise  an  incorporation, 
it  would  be  the  vacancies  of  officers,  which  I  know  not  how 
to  fill.  I  fear,  however,  it  will  produce  a  great  deal  of  discon- 
tent and  other  ill  consequences. 

"  Mr.  Peters  proposed  to  put  off  all  aiTangement,  and  to 
consider  in  this  moment  only  the  number  of  men  which  the 
respective  States  are  to  funiish  for  tlie  next  campaign.  The 
number  of  infantry  which  I  proposed  hi  my  memorial  was  ad- 
mitted. I  represented,  however,  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  add  forty  men  more  to  each  regiment,  on  account  of  the  di- 
minution which  may  happen  from  tliis  time  to  the  beginning  of 
next  campaign.  3Ir.  Livingston  objected  to  the  number  of 
cavalry  which  I  proiK)sed,  on  account  of  the  impossibility  of 
mounting  it.  This  consideration  was,  however,  suspended,  not 
to  defer  the  simple  calculation  of  the  men. 

"Sunday,  30.— I  have  received  an  order  from  the  board 
of  war  to  procure,  -without  .any  delay,  the  returns,  the  list  of 
which  is  here  inclosed.  I  beg,  sir,  you  will  intei-pose  your 
authority,  that  these  returns  may  be  transmitted  immediately. 

*'  It  appears  indispensably  necessary  to  prohibit  the  distri- 
bution of  the  arms,  cait ridges,  etc.,  until  the  quantity  now  in 
the  regiments  and  magazines  is  well  known  and  ascertained. 

*'  I  beg,  dear  general,  you  will  let  me  know  your  opinion 
of  the  proportion  for  an  army,  which  you  will  find  in  my  me- 
morial, as  I  vnsh  to  act  solely  by  your  Exo<.'llency's  direction. 
Be  pleased,  sir,  to  honor  me  with  yoiu:  confidence,  and  be  sure 
that  my  zeal  for  the  service  can  only  be  equaled  by  the  pro- 
found respect  with  which  I  am,  etc." 

Washington  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  Steuben's  let- 
ters and  momonal  iu  tlie  ibllou-ing  letter,  dated  Morristown, 
the  8th  of  February  1780  :* 

♦  Washinj^lon's  Writings,  vi.,  464. 
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**  I  have  received  your  letter,  with  tlie  papers  annexed,  and 
have  carefully  considered  the  contents,  on  whicli  I  shall  give 
you  my  sentiments  with  freedom  and  confidence.  The  princi- 
pal point  on  which  yonr  memoiial  to  Congress  turns,  is  the 
force  requisite  for  the  next  campaign.  To  determine  this  on 
good  grounds,  we  ouglit  first  to  settle  the  following  questions: 
Will  it  be  in  our  })ower  to  make  an  offensive,  or  must  we  con- 
tent ourselves  with  a  defensive  campaign  ? 

"It  is  not  possible  to  decide  this  question  without  a  more 
intimate  knowledge  of  our  resources  of  finance  than  I  at  pres- 
ent possess,  and  without  ascertaining  whether  our  allies  can 
afford  a  squadron  for  an  effectual  cooperation  on  this  continent. 
I  think,  with  vigorous  exertions,  we  may  raise  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  for  offensive  operations,  if  we  were  able  to 
maintain  them  ;  but  fi'om  the  \'iew  I  have  of  our  affairs,  I  do 
not  believe  the  state  of  our  treasury  \n\\  admit  this  without 
assistance  from  abroad.  Whether  this  is  to  be  obtained.  Con- 
gress alone  can  judge.  On  the  other  hand,  from  the  particu- 
lar situation  of  the  enemy's  posts  in  this  quarter,  I  should  not 
advise  you  to  calculate  measures  on  the  prmciple  of  expelling 
them,  miless  w^c  had  certain  assurances  that  an  adequate  na- 
val force  will  be  ready  to  cooperate  with  us  through  all  con- 
tingencies. If  a  foreign  aid  of  money,  and  a  fleet,  are  to  be 
depended  upon,  I  should  then  recommend  that  all  our  dispo- 
sitions should  have  reference  to  an  offensive  and  decisive  cam- 
paign ;  and  in  this  case  I  should  ask  at  least  one  third  more  men 
tlmn  you  estimate,  to  be  immediately  raised  by  a  general  draft. 

"  But  as  I  doubt  whether  these  two  preliminaries  can  be 
placed  upon  such  a  footing  of  certainty  as  to  justify  our  act- 
ing in  consequence,  I  imagine  we  must  of  necessity  adopt  the 
principle  of  a  defensive  campaign,  and  pursue  a  system  of  the 
most  absolute  economy.  On  this  piinciple,  however,  if  I  un- 
derstand your  estimate,  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  more  than 
sufficient.  WTien  the  deductions  for  unavoidable  casualties 
arc  made,  this  number  vnW  give  us  less  than  twenty  thousand 
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for  our  efTicieiit  o])cratiiig  force.  This  is  as  littlo  as  wc  can 
well  luivc  to  contain  the  enemy  withm  bounds,  and  prevent 
their  making  any  further  progress.  Inchiding  the  detachment 
which  lately  sailed  from  New  York,  they  have  near  twenty 
thousand  men  lit  for  actual  service  in  these  States ;  to  say  noth- 
uig  of  the  recruits  thoy  will  probably  send  over  to  complete 
their  battalions,  which  will  be  an  augmentation  of  force.  For 
these  reasons  I  approve  the  estimate  you  have  proposed,  as 
best  suited  to  our  present  circumstances. 

"  The  number  of  cavalry  you  propose  is  In  good  proportion, 
and  in  a  military  sense  necessary.  Cavalry,  if  there  is  an  act- 
ive scene  to  the  southward,  will  bo  particularly  useful  there ; 
but  the  question  of  expense  is  a  very  serious  one,  and,  like  the 
rest,  must  be  referred  to  those  who  ai*e  acquainted  with  our 
moiiey  resources.  Another  point  is,  whether  the  regiments 
had  better  be  incoi-porated  with  each  other  and  completed  to 
such  a  standard  as  will  give  the  number  of  men  required.  A 
committee  of  Congress,  as  you  have  been  informed,  sent  me 
a  proiX)sal,  which  has  becjn  referred  to  their  consideration,  for 
reducing  the  number  of  battalions,  and  asked  my  opinion  upon 
it.  Though  I  was  fully  sensible  of  the  inconveniences  which 
will  infallibly  attend  a  reduction,  I  did  not  dissuade  from  it, 
principally  on  two  accounts ;  one,  a  conviction  that  the  cm- 
banassments  in  our  ihiances  require  every  expedient  for  sav- 
ing expense  ;  the  other,  the  incompetency  of  the  present  num- 
ber of  officers  to  the  present  number  of  corps.  But  though  I 
do  not  disapprove,  I  am  far  from  being  much  attached  to  this 
plan.  Congress  can  best  balance  the  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages, and  determine  which  preponderate. 

"  I  sincerely  wish  that  what  you  recommend  with  respect  to 
magjizines,  could  bo  carried  ijito  execution,  but  I  fear  it  will 
be  impracticable  in  the  present  exigency.  Every  thing,  how- 
ever, that  is  possible  ought  to  be  attempted.  There  is  no  dan- 
ger of  the  magazines  exceeding  our  wants ;  and  we  have  been 
under  dreadful  embarrassments,  through  the  whole  course  of 
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the  wmr,  fiom  temporary  and  procarions  sapplies.  The  arma 
ongfati  at  all  erents,  to  be  provided.  I  have  issaed  an  order 
requiring  the  returns  demanded  bj  the  board  of  war  to  be 
made  out  with  all  diapatoh.  They  will  bo  forwarded  as  fast 
M  they  are  collected.  There  are  some  points  of  inferior  im- 
portance in  yoar  memorial  which  I  approve,  but  do  not  reqoire 
a  particular  enumeration.'' 

In  the  meantime  the  negotiations  with  the  board  of  war 
went  on,  as  appcara  from  the  following  letters : 

^  When  Congress,"  writes  Steuben,  on  the  5th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1780,  ^^  shall  have  determined  on  the  number  of  recruits 
each  State  is  to  furnish,  I  believe  it  will  be  necessary  for  the 
States  to  appoint  one  place  of  rendezvous  in  each  State,  where 
tfadr  respective  recruits  will  assemble,  and  the  commandcr-in- 
diief  should  at  the  same  time  order  a  iield  ofiicer  of  each  State, 
and  a  captain,  two  subalterns  and  four  sergeants  of  each  regi- 
ment, to  repair  to  their  respective  places  of  rendezvous. 

^  In  proportion  as  the  recruits  arrive,  they  ought  to  be  pre- 
sented  to  the  field  officers  who,  in  presence  of  a  deputy  from 
bis  State  and  a  skillful  surgeon,  must  examine  particularly 
each  man  and  determine  whether  he  is  fit  or  unfit  for  service. 
Tlicse  officers  ought  to  be  strictly  charged  not  to  receive  any 
man  above  fifty  or  under  eighteen  years  of  age. 

^  The  surgeon  ought  to  examine  whether  they  are  not  crip- 
pled or  maimed,  hunch-backed,  lime,  blind,  or  otherwise  de- 
formed, whether  they  have  no  rupture  or  fresh  wounds,  or  any 
foul  disord^^r.    All  such  men  ought  to  be  absolutely  refused. 

"  No  prisoner  of  war,  whether  taken  on  sea  or  land,  is  to 
be  accepted.  As  soon  as  one  hundred  recruits  are  accepted, 
the  field  officer  will  command  one  captain,  two  subalterns,  and 
four  sergeants  to  conduct  them  to  the  army,  where  they  will 
be  delivered  to  the  inspector  of  the  division  or  brigade  to 
which  they  shall  belong,  who  will  distribute  them  among  the 
several  regiments  of  their  State.  The  field  officer  shall  con- 
duct,  himself,  the  last  recruits. 
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*^If  you  think  thb  arrangement  proper,  gentfemeii,  I  be^ 
lieve  it  must  be  communicated  immediately  to  the  commaiideiw 
in^^hief  and  the  generals  of  the  several  States." 

And  on  the  6th  of  February,  1780,  Steuben  continaea: 

**  Our  cavalry  not  being  armed  with  carabines,  nor  ezer» 
cised  for  the  service  on  foot,  as  the  dragoons  in  Europe,  this 
inconvenience  results,  that  they  are  ill-guarded  both  in  camp 
and  quarters.  When  it  is  somewhat  too  far  in  the  front  of  the 
infantry,  it  is  exposed  to  be  surprised,  so  that  instead  of  form- 
ing a  chain  to  cover  the  army  in  front,  the  army  is  obliged  to 
form  a  chain  for  the  secuiity  of  the  cavalry.  Being  thereby 
at  too  great  a  distance  from  the  enemy,  our  cavalry  officers 
can  seldom  surprise  the  advanced  posts  and  patrols.  When 
they  want  to  strike  a  blow  of  partizan,  they  must  make  a 
march  that  tires  the  horses  out  before  they  are  brought  into 
action. 

^'If  our  cavalry  had  (as  the  legions  have  now  in  Prussia 
and  had  lately  in  France)  a  certain  number  of  chasseurs  or 
light  infantry  with  them,  to  guard  them  in  their  camps  or 
quarters  upon  the  lines,  to  secure  their  marches,  support  their 
enterprises  and  cover  their  retreat,  in  case  of  need,  I  am 
persuaded  our  officers  would  strike  hardy  blows  and  harass 
the  enemy  considerably.  These  chasseurs  ought  to  be  com- 
manded by  intelligent  officers,  and  be  under  the  immediate 
order  of  the  commandant  of  the  legion.  Detachments  tak^i 
from  the  line  will  not  so  well  answer  the  purpose  as  troops 
already  trained  to  those  maneuvers,  and  known  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  corps. 

^'  These  reasons,  among  several  others,  induce  me  to  pro- 
pose that  the  corps  of  Major  Lee,  already  partly  formed  on 
this  footing,  should  be  carried  to  a  better  proportion,  i.  e., 
that  his  infantry,  which  now  consists  of  eighty  men,  should  be 
caiTied  np  to  the  number  of  his  cavalry,  which  consists  of  one 
hundred  aixl  fifty.  This  infantry  might  then  be  divided  into 
three  companies,  each  of  which  would  bo  attached  to  a  squad- 
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ron  of  cavalry.  The  reputation  this  officer  has  already  ac- 
qaired  supplies  him  'vnth  the  means  of  enlisting  the  number  of 
men  he  may  want. 

"I  find  this  little  augmentation  so  necessary  for  the  good 
of  the  service,  that  I  must  recommend  it  to  your  considera- 
tion, and  request  you  to  order  Major  Lee  to  recruit  his  corps 
to  the  above-mentioned  number." 

Congress,  however,  did  not  adopt  Steuben's  proposition 
for  this  time  ;  it  resolved  only  on  the  9th  of  February  1780,* 

"  That,  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  the  States  be  respective- 
ly required  to  furnish,  by  draughts  or  otherwise,  on  or  before 
the  Ist  day  of  April  next,  their  respective  deficiency  of  the 
number  of  thirty-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  eleven  men, 
exclusive  of  commissioned  officers,  which  Congress  deem  ne- 
cessary for  the  service  of  the  present  year. 

"  That  the  quotas  of  the  several  States  be  as  follows : 
New  Hampshire,  1,215;  Massachusetts  Bay,  0,070;  Rhode 
Island,  810;  Connecticut,  3,!?38 ;  New  York,  1,620;  New 
Jersey,  1,620  ;  Pennsylvania,  4,855  ;  Delaware,  405  ;  Mary- 
land, 3,238  ;  Virginia,  6,070  ;  North  Carolina,  3,640 ;  South 
Carolina,  2,430  ;  exclusive  of  blacks. 

"That  all  the  men,  whose  times  of  service  do  not  ex- 
pire before  the  last  day  of  vSeptember  next,  be  counted  to- 
wards the  quotas  of  the  States  to  which  they  respectively  be- 
long, whether  they  compose  the  battalions  in  the  line  of  the 
deveral  States,  those  of  the  additional  corps,  including  the 
guards,  the  artillery,  and  horse,  or  the  regimented  artificers  in 
the  departments  of  the  quarter-master  general  and  commis- 
sary general  of  military  stores,  who,  being  credited  to  the 
States  respectively,  should  be  provided  for,  deemed  and  treat- 
ed in  the  same  manner  with  the  men  in  tlic  several  State 
lines ;  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  make 
like  provision  for  the  officers  and  men  of  the  artillery,  horse, 
additional  corps,  including  the  guards  and  regimented  artifi- 

♦  Resolutions,  Acts,  atid  Orders  of  Congros^,  vol.  vi.,  1780,  p.  26. 
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oers,  08  may  be  made  m  pursaanco  of  any  reflolotion  of  Ooo- 
gress,  tor  the  officers  and  men  of  their  respective  battaKonSi 
with  such  exceptions  respecting  the  regimented  artificers  as 
have  been  made  by  Congress  in  their  acts  concerning  them. 

^'Tliat  the  commander-in-chief  be  forthwith  directed  to 
transmit  to  the  several  States  accurate  returns  of  the  troops 
now  in  service  belonging  or  credited  to  their  respective  qnotais, 
to  the  intent  that  immediate  measures  be  taken  by  the  govern- 
ments of  the  States  to  bnng  the  men  to  be  raised  into  the 
field  with  certainty  and  expedition." 

The  following  letters  comprise  all  the  details  extant,  with 
reference  to  the  foregoing  subject : 

STEUBEN     TO     WASHINGTON. 

"  PnrLADKLPniA,  Fsbnuary  14,  1780. 

"  The  day  before  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excel- 
lency's letter  of  the  8th  instant,  I  had  sent  you  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  of  Congress,  which  regulated  the  number  of  men 
which  each  State  has  to  furnish  for  next  campaign.  If^  as  I 
hope,  the  officora  are  not  included,  and  if  the  number  of  men 
to  be  employed  out  of  the  line  of  battalions  does  not  exceed 
the  proportion,  our  army  will  be  considerably  stronger  than  it 
was  at  the  beginning  of  Inst  campaign. 

"  It  would  be  very  difficult,  my  dear  general,  to  judge, 
with  any  degree  of  certainty,  of  our  money  resources,  and, 
consequently,  the  question  whether  we  shall  act  offensively  or 
defensively  must  remain  yet  some  time  undecided.  In  either 
case,  however,  we  must  have  an  army,  and  that  army,  more  or 
less  strong,  must  be  armed  and  provided  for.  My  representa- 
tion to  Congress  has  been  limited  to  these  two  objects.  The 
season  being  set  &i*  advanced,  I  was  frightened  to  see  that  be- 
fore my  arrival  the  States  had  not  yet  been  called  upon  for 
their  quotas  of  men,  and  it  was  not  without  great  importnni- 
ti&H  Congress  were  brought  to  pass  the  resolves  which  I  have 
sent  to  your  Excellency, 
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I  cau  not  yet  answer  that  tlio  States  will  all  send  tlieir 
full  numbers;  but  they  ^vill  at  least, I  believe,  begin  to  recruit 
immediately. 

'•  But,  supposing  we  shall  have  all  the  men,  is  it  not  to  be 
feared  we  shall  want  the  arms  ?  We  can  not  much  relv  on  a 
supply  from  France ;  the  disaster  whioli  has  retarded  the 
voyage  of  Mr.  Gerard  leaves  us  almost  no  hopes  to  receive 
any  thing  before  June  or  July  next. 

"  The  board  of  war  told  me  that  there  are  only  about  five 
hundred  stand  of  arms  in  the  militarv  stores  on  whicli  we  mav 
rely.  I  will,  however,  make  the  most  exact  researches  upon 
this  subject;  wherefore  I  expect,  with  the  greatest  impatience, 
the  returns  of  the  arms  of  the  army  and  those  of  General 
Knox.  With  regard  to  the  provisions  and  necessaries,  I  hear 
there  is  a  commission  ai)pointed  to  regulate  tliat  branch. 

"  Mr.  De  la  Luzerne  h;is  not  yet  fixed  the  day  of  his  de- 
parture, but  it  will  be,  I  believe,  towards  the  end  of  this 
month,  and  I  shall  give  you  notice  beforehand.  He  wished 
much  to  be  better  ac(piainted  with  tlie  means  on  whicli  Con- 
gress may  rely  with  some  degree  of  certainty,  before  he  should 
speak  on  that  point  to  your  Excellency." 

"PniLADKLPinA,  February  23,  1T80. 

"The  delay  which  must  result  from  collecting  the  returns 
of  all  the  dispersed  corjxs  whicli  you  mentioned  in  your  letter 
of  the  18th  inst.,  is  a  difiiculty  which  I  apprehended  as  soon 
as  I  saw  the  resolutions  of  Congress.  Besides  that,  it  will  ]»e 
almost  impossible  to  make  out  those  returns  with  the  neces- 
sary exactness.  We  shall  certainly  lose  two  months  at  a  time 
when  we  ought  not  to  lose  two  days. 

"  I  think  that  if  each  State  had  carried  their  regiments  of 
infantry  to  a  certain  fixed  number,  in  adding  to  each  company 
eight  men  as  supernumeraries,  which  would  make  seventy-two 
men  per  regiment ;  out  of  these  supernumeraries  the  artillery, 
artificers'  and  stafl*  dei)artuients  might  have  been  recruited. 
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As  it  is  impossible  to  make  such  calculations  very  exact,  a 
margin  large  enough  is  generally  left  to  set  down  the  unfore- 
seen accidents. 

'^An  indisposition  which  has  kept  me  several  days  at  home, 
and  much  more  the  absence  of  Mr.  Chancellor  Livingston,  has 
prevented  me  from  knowing  the  intentions  of  Congress  with 
regard  to  the  additional  regiments,  the  cavalry  and  the  inde- 
pendent corps.  If  our  finances  had  permitted  us,  I  should 
have  wished  that  at  the  same  time  the  States  recruit  their 
own  regiments  by  draught,  those  might  have  been  recruited 
by  enlistment. 

^^  The  number  of  men  we  can  have  next  campaign  in  I'ank 
and  file,  ought  to  determine  the  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition, 
etc.,  we  shall  want ;  but  the  uncertainty  of  the  former  throws 
obscurity  over  all  the  rest.  As  we,  however,  are  to  make 
general  calculations,  I  have  conceived  the  number  of  ten 
thousand  stand  of  arms  more  than  we  actually  have,  absolutely 
indispensable  in  the  army. 

"I  have  visited  the  manufactories  of  arms  and  the  maga- 
zines in  this  town,  where  I  have  found  thirty-two  hundred 
stands  ready  and  in  good  order.    Besides  the  board  of  war 
have  shown  me  a  return  of  two  thousand  at  Albany,  and  as 
many  at  Carlisle,  which  are  likewise  ready  and  in  order,  so 
that  the  number  which  I  thought  necessary  will  be  together 
towards  the  beginning  of  April.    I  have  found,  besides,  in  the 
magazines,  four  thousand  large  muskets  without  bayonets,  and 
too  heavy  to  serve  in  a  campaign,  but  very  proper  to  serve  in 
a  fortified  place.    If  your  Excellency  thinks  proper,  I  have  a 
mind  to  cause  two  thousand  to  be  cleaned  and  sent  to  the 
forts  at  West  Point,  where  they  will  be  of  more  service  than 
in  our  magazines.    I  have  also  found  two  thousand  new  car- 
tridge boxes,  which  might  now  bo  sent  to  the  army.     I  saw, 
yesterday,   a  letter  from   Dr.   Franklin,  just    arrived   from 
France,  in  which  he  says  he  has  informed  the  king,  in  Sep- 
tember last,  of  the  demand  whicli  Congress  has  made  of  arms. 
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ammuoition,  and  clothing  for  our  army.  Though  he  has  as 
yet  no  certainty,  yet  he  appears  to  have  no  doubt  of  the  suc- 
cess. Thus  we  may  hope  to  receive  assistance  from  that  side 
by  the  first  vessel  that  shall  arrive,  and  to  want  neither  arras 
nor  ammunition  to  oppose  the  obstinacy  of  the  King  of  Great 
Biitain,  who,  by  his  last  si)cech,  appears  to  be  very  intent  in 
carrj'ing  on  the  war  with  spirit  and  vigor.  I  should  likewise 
be  happy  if  I  could  assure  you  that  we  shall  also  be  able  to 
pay  and  provide  for  our  army.  Congress  are  now  endeavoring 
to  settle  these  matters.  God  grant  that  they  may  succeed 
according:  to  their  wishes  and  mine.  Count  D'Estaincf's  fleet 
has  suffered  another  storm  on  the  coasts  of  Europe." 

"PiiiLADELpniA,  March  15,  1780. 

"Since  the  departure  of  the  last  letter  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  write  you,  I  have  not  in  the  least  advanced  in  the 
affairs  which  I  had  proposed  to  see  brought  to  a  conclusion. 
Before  it  is  known  whether  the  number  of  regiments  is  to  bo 
preserved,  or  whether  an  incorporation  is  to  take  place,  it  is 
impossible  to  make  any  calculations  for  the  formation. 

"I  have  exerted  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  persuade 
Congress  to  determine  that  important  question,  and  to  adopt 
any  system  whatever,  that  your  Excellency  and  the  chiefs  of 
the  several  departments  might  make  their  arrangements  in 
consequence;  but  it  seems  that  the  ill  state  of  our  finances  has 
stopped  all  the  wheels  of  the  whole  machine. 

"  The  board  of  war  have  made  a  rej^ort,  in  which  the  in- 
corporation of  a  fourth  part  is  proposed.  This  report  con- 
tains, I  believe,  the  same  plan  which  Chancellor  Livingston 
has  imparted  to  your  Excellency.  Several  motions  have  been 
made  to  consider  and  determine  upon  this  subject,  but  hithei*to 
the  decision  has  been  deferred.  The  month  of  March  is  more 
than  half  spent,  and  I  shudder,  my  dear  general,  when  I  think 
of  the  many  important  arrangements  that  are  still  to  be  made 
b<itween  this  time  and  the  opening  of  the  campaign.    There 
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is  not  a  day  bat  I  apply  from  ono  to  the  other  to  represent  to 
them  the  necessity  of  determining  the  present  business.  The 
day  before  yesterday  I  went  to  Chancellor  livingston  and 
told  him  that  I  was  ready  to  set  off  ibr  the  army,  percdving 
that  ray  presence  here  was  of  no  use.  He  requested  me  to 
defer  my  departure  and  to  communicate  to  the  board  of  war 
my  opinion  of  the  formation  of  the  army  for  the  next  oaoH 
paign. 

'^  As  this  object  has  already  engaged  my  attention  for  some 
time,  and  as  I  calculated  and  balanced  the  good  and  evil  that 
might  result  from  an  incorporation,  and  being  entirely  per- 
suaded that  such  an  operation  in  the  present  crisis,  and  at  the 
beginning  of  a  campaign  for  which  we  arc  in  general  so  ill 
prepared,  would  be  attended  with  danger,  I  did  not  hesitate 
a  moment  to  give  my  opinion  in  writing,  such  as  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  it  to  your  Excellency.  The  board  of  war 
will  send,  to-morrow,  that  paper  to  Congress,  and  I  am  anx- 
ious to  learn  the  effect  it  will  produce. 

"  You  know,  my  dear  general,  that  I  have  always  wished 
to  see  our  regiments  stronger,  but  I  believe  it  will  be  prudent 
to  make  use  in  the  present  crisis  of  the  simplest  means,  which 
is  that  of  leaving  the  corps  such  as  they  are,  and  reinforcing 
them  as  well  as  we  can.  Any  incorporation  whatever  will  be 
a  general  alteration  in  the  body  of  the  army,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment, perhaps,  when  it  should  act.  Besides,  as  our  army  will 
have  in  this  campaign  such  a  great  number  of  recruits,  we 
must  be  able  to  rely  on  our  officers  for  maintaining  good  order 
among  the  troops ;-  and  the  less  is  the  mass  of  an  undisciplined 
body,  the  easier  it  is  for  him  who  has  its  direction  to  make  it 
act,  and  to  restore  it  to  order  in  case  of  confusion. 

"  The  vacancies  of  subalterns  in  several  regiments  appear 
to  bo  one  of  the  motives  which  might  the  most  strongly  en- 
gage us  to  an  incorporation  ;  but  I  think  that  the  nomination 
might  better  be  suspended  till  the  end  of  the  campaign,  and  as 
onr  companies  are  not  very  strong,  I  believe  that  two  officers 
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for  each  will  suffice,  provided  that  the  brigadiers  take  care  to 
send  no  officers  on  furlough  during  the  campaign,  so  that  none 
are  improperly  employed  out  of  the  regiments ;  that  the  field 
officers  company  shall  have  two  subalterns,  and  the  other  com- 
panies one,  when  the  captain  is  present,  and  two  when  ho  is 
absent.  The  officers  employed  as  quarter-masters  and  pay- 
masters might  even  keep  the  administration  of  their  compa- 
nies, and  only  be  dispensed  from  the  service  of  the  line.  By 
these  means,  the  number  of  eighteen  or  nineteen  captains 
and  subalterns  would  suffice  to  do  the  service  of  a  regiment, 
and  each  regiment  might  keep  five  or  six  vacancies.  Besides 
the  numberk'ss  inconveniences  wnich  I  four  from  an  incorjwra- 
tion  or  reduction  of  the  regiments,  I  find  that  the  proportion 
which  is  wished  to  be  incorporated  is  the  most  difficult  thmg 
to  determine.  If  we  leave  that  proportion  to  the  choice  of 
the  several  States,  we  shall  have  regiments  of  six  hundred 
men,  while  othei*s  shall  consist  only  of  one  hundred  and  fitly, 
which  difteronce  I  consider  as  the  source  of  all  disordei*s  in  an 
army. 

*'  The  proportion  being  fixed — suppose  it  to  be  the  fourth 
part — this  question  results :  How  many  regiments  hiis  each 
State  to  re-tbrm  ?  Now,  for  instance,  Massiichusetts  has  fif* 
teen  regiments ;  Pennyslvania,  eleven ;  New  Jersey,  three ; 
Delaware,  one.  With  such  a  disproportion,  I  do  not  see  how 
a  fourth  part  can  be  re-formed  without  great  difficulty  and 
confusion.  Such  an  alteration  requires  such  extensive  calcula- 
tions, and  such  mature  deliberations,  that  we  have  not  time  to 
undertake  either  at  such  an  advanced  period. 

"  I  have  yesterday  received  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the 
6th  instant.  It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  that  I  see  you 
have  collected  the  returns  of  the  deficiencies  of  men.  I  feared 
the  difficulty  of  this  collection  the  more  as  I  knew  the  neglect 
and  want  of  exactness  of  several  officers  on  the  important  ob- 
ject of  returns ;  and  it  is  with  the  greatest  sorrow  that  I  must 
observe  to  your  Excellency  that  the  board  of  war  have  not 
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yet  recdvod  the  genoral  return  of  January  last,  and  that  that 
of  December,  as  well  as  several  of  the  preceding  months,  is 
extremely  imperfect. 

"  A  necessary  calculation  made  us  lately  ask  for  a  return 
of  General  Poor's  brigade  at  the  War  office,  and  that  brigade 
h;i8  not  been  carried  into  any  of  the  general  returns  ever  since 
last  spring,  when  it  joined  General  Sullivan's  corps. 

"  This  object,  and  several  others  which  I  shall  submit  to 
your  Excellency's  consideration,  will  engage  me  to  join  the 
army  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  PROPOSALS    FOK  THE  FORMATION    OF   OUR  ARMY   FOR    THE 

NEXT   CAMPAIGN. 

"The  distribution  of  the  number  of  men  which  each  State 
is  to  furnish  for  the  next  campaign,  permits  us  to  complete  our 
regiments  of  infantry  in  the  lino  to  a  number,  indeed,  below 
the  establishment,  but  which  puts  it  in  our  power  to  form  each 
regiment  into  a  battalion  without  changing  the  principles  of 
formation  already  established  in  the  regulations. 

"  If  we  put  each  regiment  on  the  footing  of  three  hundred 
and  seventeen  fighting  men,  exclusive  of  the  commissioned 
officers,  drummers  and  lifers,  and  divide  each  iuto  nine  com- 
panies ;  then  each  company  will  consist  of  thirty-five  men 
under  arms,  including  the  sergeant-major  and  quarter-master 
sergeant,  and  a  brigade  of  four  regiments  will  be  composed  of 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  fighting  men,  and 
the  fifteen  brigades  now  at  the  grand  army  will  make  a  body 
of  intlmtry  of  eighteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  three  men 
under  arms. 

"  According  to  this  calculation  we  shall  have  about  three 
thousand  infiuitry  more  than  we  had  the  last  campaign,  though 
we  had  then  the  brigades  of  Virginia  and  Xorth  Carolina, 
which  are  now  at  the  southward.  We  have  nothing  to  do, 
then,  but  to  collect  our  recruits  as  quick  as  possible,  to  make 
the  regiments  equal,  to  exercise  the  troops,  and  to  fill,  id  some 
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regiments,  some  vacancies  of  subalterns,  in  order  to  have  the 
number  of  officers  necessary  for  the  service. 

"  We  shall  thus  avoid  every  kind  of  reform  and  incorpo- 
ration, which  would  unavoidably  occasion  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
content among  a  number  of  officers,  who,  on  account  of  their 
personal  merit  and  the  effectual  services  they  have  rendered 
their  country,  ought  not  to  be  exposed  to  their  disagreements. 
Besides,  every  incorporation  requires  necessarily  a  new  fonna- 
tion,  which  could  not  be  arranged  without  emi)loying  a  vast 
deal  of  time  ;  it  is,  one  might  say,  a  new  creation,  rendered 
more  difficult  by  the  dispute  about  rank  and  seniority,  to  wliich 
such  arrangements  are  always  subjected. 

"  When  I  examine  scrupulously  the  motives  which  can 
induce  us  to  lessen  the  number  of  our  regiments,  I  iind  none 
stron*::  enouijh  to  balance  the  inconvenicinces  which  will  neccs- 
sarily  result  from  it.  The  season  is  already  so  far  advanced 
that  we  scarcely  have  time  enough  to  collect  our  recruits,  to 
exercise  them,  and  to  form  our  companies  and  battalions  for 
the  next  campaign. 

"  At  a  time  when  a  thousand  imjjortant  objects  take  up 
the  attention  of  Congress  and  tlie  commander-in-chief,  they 
will  be  incessantly  troubled  with  endless  lepreseutations,  if  an 
incorporation  should  take  place.  Several  other  difficulties, 
which  I  could  specify,  will  unavoidably  arise.  If,  instead  of 
this,  we  leave,  for  the  present  campaign,  the  army  on  the  an- 
cient looting,  we  shall  have  time  enough  to  make  a  better  cal- 
culated plan  to  lessen  the  number  of  regiments,  and  render 
them  more  fonnidable,  which  plan  might  ha  j)ut  in  execution 
at  the  end  of  the  campaign. 

"With  regard  to  the  additional  regiments,  I  think  that  in 
granting  them  leave  and  money  to  recruit  about  three  hundred 
men,  they  might  be  preserved  on  the  same  footing  as  those 
belonging  to  particuhir  States.  Colonel  Gist's  regiment  is 
joined  to  the  Virginia  division;  it  wants  for  its  completion 
about  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  recruits,  who  might  be  en- 
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listed  in  that  State.  Those  of  Ck)loneb  Webb,  SheAorn  and 
Spencer  want  in  all  two  hondred  and  eightj-nine  reonite'  tb 
be  on  the  footing  of  the  others ;  thej  might  be  levied  in  Maij- 
land,  Pennsylvania,  New  York  and  New  England. 

'^  Colonel  Jackson's  regiment  had,  at  last  review,  the  oonir 
plete  number  of  three  hundred  and  seventeen,  and  does  not 
want  to  be  recruited.  The  only  difficulty  lies  with  Colond 
Hazen's  regiment,  who  insists  on  a  particular  agreement  madi^ 
with  Congress,  whereby  his  regiment  is  to  consist  of  twenty 
companies,  of  which  he  has,  however,  given  up  two,  so  thai 
his  regiment,  composed  of  eighteen  companies,  would  mak« 
exactly  a  double  one.  He  is,  in  consequence  of  this  formation, 
provided  with  field  officers,  and  even  with  captains — but  he 
wants  subalterns  and  privates.  His  regiment  is  partly  composed 
of  Canadians,  as  well  officers  as  soldiers.  These  have  a  right 
to  claim  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  however  difficult 
it  may  be  to  satisfy  all  their  pretensions.  What  I  might  pro- 
pose on  this  object,  would  be  to  incorporate  Colonel  Living- 
ston's regiment  as  the  weakest,  and  mostly  composed  of  Cana- 
dians, with  that  of  Colonel  Hazen.  Colonel  Hazen  returns  his 
regiment  at  four  hundred  men,  and  Colonel  Livingston  his 
regiment  at  one  hundred  and  three — ^five  hundred  and  three 
in  all.  Colonel  Hazen  should  then  bo  ordered  to  divide  his 
regiment  into  eighteen  companies — each  of  twenty-eight  men 
— which  would  make  the  number  of  five  hundred  and  four 
men,  and  to  form  it  into  two  battalions. 

"  With  regard  to  the  cavalry,  my  opinion  is,  that,  as  in  the- 
present  circumstances,  it  is  impossible  to  put  those  regiments 
on  the  footing  of  the  first  establishment,  it  is,  however,  neoes> 
sary  to  determine  their  number  and  formation.  I  propose, 
then,  the  same  means  as  for  the  fonnation  of  the  infantry, 
f.  6.,  without  incorporating  or  re-forming  regiments,  or  even 
changing  the  ancient  formation,  but  only  lessening  the  num- 
ber of  men  and  hoi^ses  in  each  regiment,  that  the  totality  of 
our  cavalry  may  not  exceed  the  number  of  one  thousand  horses. 
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"  The  coq)8  of  cavalry  which  we  liavo  at  present  arc  four 
regiments  of  horse,  tlie  corps  of  light  horse  under  Major  Lee, 
and  the  marechaussoew 

"Each  regiment  should  then  be  completed  to  two  liundred 
and  four  men,  well  mounted,  including  the  non-commission od 
officers  and  trumpeters.  Each  regiment  might  bo  divided 
into  three  squadrons,  each  squadron  to  consist  of  sixty-eiijht 
horse.  Each  squadron  should  then  be  divided  into  two  com- 
panies, each  company  to  consist  of  thirty-lour  men,  inchnlincf 
non-commissioned  officers  and  trumpeters.  Each  company 
might  have  six  supernumeraries  on  foot;  consequently  each 
regiment  should  consist  of  two  hundred  and  four  horse  and 
two  hundred  and  forty  men,  thirty-six  of  whom  arc  on  foot. 
Major  Lee's  should  still  consist  of  one  hundred  and  lifly  horse, 
and  liis  inlhntry  should  only  be  completed.  The  mareclmnssee 
ought  to  remain  on  the  first  estiiblishment  of  forty  horse. 
With  regard  to  Colonel  Armand's  legion,  it  ought  to  be  left 
to  the  direction  of  General  Lincoln  to  i)Ut  it  on  the  footujg  he 
shall  think  most  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  service. 

"  Thus  the  cavnlry,  without  the  above-mentioned  legion, 
will  not  exceed  the  number  of  one  thousand  and  six  horse  in 
the  northeni  and  southern  armies.  I  can  not,  however,  for- 
bear observing  that  as  long  as  our  cavalry  have  no  carabines 
to  guard  themselves  in  their  quarters,  I  wish  each  regiment 
should  be  joined  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  foot,  otherwise  it 
will  never  be  in  our  power  to  employ  our  cavalry  on  the  line, 
and  we  shall  be  obliged  to  place  them  behind  our  camps, 
where  they  will  be  always  of  very  little  service." 

8  T  E  U  B  E  X     TO     WASHINGTON. 

"  Philadelphia,  Afarch  28,  1780  * 
"  The  propositions  I  made  to  Congress  respecting  the  form- 
ation of  the  army,  of  which  I  had  the  honor  of  transmitting 

♦  This  letter  may  also  bo  found  in  tho  Correspondence  of  the  llovolution, 
by  J.  Sparks,  iL,  420. 
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your  Excollenoy  a  copy,  remain  yet  on  their  tiiUa  withoft^qf 
decision  tliereoo.  They  have,  however,  set  aaide  the  report,  f^f, 
the  board  of  war  on  a  motion  for  redaciDg  the  battaliooi,  ^ 
you  will  peroeivo  by  the  resolve  annexed,  so  that  all  redaotioa 
or  incorporation  is  out  of  the  question;  and  for  next  OM^ 
paign  the  regiments  in  the  line  will  be  augmented  more.iir 
less  by  the  respective  States.  What  is  to  be  done  with  tjbe 
additional  regiments  and  the  cavalry  ?  Congress  can  not  Qij_ 
will  not  decide,  though  I  am  rather  led  to  believe  their  deh||[ 
in  this  matter  proceeds  from  the  grand  cause  of  all  our  misftfi;: 
tunes — the  bad  state  of  our  finances,  which  will  not  allow  th^ 
recruiting  of  men  or  purchasing  of  horses.  ■ . 

^^I  observed  to  you,  ray  dear  general,  in  my  last,  that 
every  wheel  of  the  macliiue  seemed  stopped.  Of  the  truth 
of  this  observation  I  become  more  and  more  convinced,  and 
must  confess  that  to  me  our  situation  appears  very  criticaL 
The  late  resolves  respecting  the  money,  though  attended  with 
all  the  success  that  can  be  wished,  can  not  make  any  immediate 
alteration  for  the  better.  Some  months  must  elapse  before 
their  good  effects  will  be  felt ;  and  during  this  time  we  are 
disabled  from  doing  any  thing,  while,  at  this  very  moment, 
the  greatest  exertions  are  necessary. 

^^  My  anxiety  tor  our  southern  affairs,  I  can  not  help  say- 
ing, is  considerably  increased  by  the  last  accounts,  which  seem 
to  announce  a  determination  of  General  Lincoln  to  defend 
Cliarleston  with  all  his  force.  This  to  me  appears  to  be  play^f 
ing  a  hard  game. 

^^  Another  danger  which  threatens  us,  and  which  is  much 
to  be  dreaded,  is  the  declared  division  between  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania,  the  latter  State  having  actually  passed  a  law  for 
the  liaising  fifteen  hundred  men  to  defend  their  pretended 
rights.  All  these  tilings  offer  but  a  duU  prospect,  rendered 
still  more  dull  by  the  cabals  and  fiictions  which  reign  among 
us.  Tlie  civil  departments  of  the  army,  at  a  time  when  their 
whole  attention  should  be  taken  up  in  providing  for  the  ap- 
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proacTiiDg  campaign,  arc  in  such  a  state  of  dissatisfaction  and 
confusion,  that  I  am  very  apprehensive  they  will  make  things 
still  worse  than  they  are. 

"  You  will  perhaps  think,  my  dear  generar,  that  I  am  in 
anxiety  for  things  which  are  out  of  my  sphere ;  but  when  you 
consider  that  all  myhapj/mcss  depends  on  our  success,  you  will 
not  blame  me  for  the  interest  I  take  in  the  cause.  The  same 
motives  make  me  apprehensive  that  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments will  never  be  firmly  established  without  your  personal 
assistance;  and  I  submit  to  you,  my  dear  general,  whether 
your  presence  is  not  absolutely  necessary  at  Congress,  in  the 
present  critical  situation  of  our  affairs.  Your  right  to  the  con- 
fidence both  of  Congress  and  the  people  is  too  well  founded 
not  to  command  the  greatest  attention  to  every  thing  you 
propose.  The  time  is  precious,  and  the  prosj>cct  before  us  is 
threatening.  Your  presence  will  animate  our  councils  as  it 
does  our  armies.  My  attachment  to  the  cause,  and  the  re- 
spectful confidence  I  have  in  your  person,  itiduce  me  to  ex- 
press, in  the  strongest  terms,  the  desire  I  have  to  see  you 
here." 

WASHINGTON     TO     S  T  E  U  KK  N  . 

"MoimiSTOWX,  April  2j  1780.* 
"The  propositions  made  by  you  to  Con<i;ress,  for  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  army  this  campaign,  api)ear  to  me,  upon  the 
whole,  best  adapted  tu  our  circumstances,  and  esi)ecially  since 
so  much  of  the  season  has  elapsed  without  entering  upon  it, 
I  am  glad  the  proposed  incorporation  has  beeti  susj)ended.  I 
doubt,  however,  the  practicability,  at  this  time,  of  augmenting 
the  cavalry  or  recruiting  the  additional  men,  from  the  circum- 
stance you  mentioned,  the  extreme  distress  of  the  Treasury, 
which  seems  to  be  totally  exhausted,  and  without  suflicient  re- 
sources for  the  current  demands  of  the  senice.  The  present 
crisis  is  indeed  perplexing  beyond  description,  and  it  is  infinite- 
ly difilicult  to  prescribe  a  remedy. 

*  "Washinglou's  Writings,  vii.,  9. 
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"  When  I  approve  yonr  plan  for  the  additional  legiineaU, 
it  is  witli  one  condition — that  Confess  can  find  inCAna  to  pro- 
vide tor  t)io  ofliccrs,  so  119  to  put  them  upon  an  equ»l  tiMting 
with  the  other  piirta  of  the  army.  If  Ibis  can  not  be  danc, 
they  can  not  conlintic  in  tlio  service.  I  have  incossanl  appH- 
CBtions  to  this  eSeot,  and  have  just  written  again  to  Congress 
on  the  subject.  If  the  situation  of  the  officers  oaii  not  bo 
miide  more  tolerable,  it  will  be  preferable  to  dissolve  tho«t 
corps,  incorporate  the  men  with  the  State  lines,  and  let  the 
officers  retire,  to  be  entitled  to  pay,  subsistence,  and  the  eiuol- 
mnentH  decreed  at  the  end  of  the  war.  This  will  be  a  very 
bad  o:cpcdientif  it  can  not  be  avoided  ;  but  it  is  better  t him  to 
leave  the  oflic^rs  in  such  a  state  that  they  must  bo  miscrablo 
while  they  stay  in  the  army,  obliged,  in  a  little  time,  the 
greater  yaH  of  theiu  to  quit,  while  the  corps,  for  want  ofoar«,  J 
will  rnpi'lly  decline,  and  a  number  of  good  men  be  lost  to  ti 
eervice. 

'*  Yonr  nnxiety  on  the  score  of  southern  aflairs  can  not  J 
exceed  mine.     The  measure  of  collecting  the  whole  tbrce  fiNvl 
the  defense  of  Charleston  ouglit,  no  doubt,  to  have  been  w^  J 
considered  before  it  was  determined.      It  is  putting  mucli  tl 
hazard  ;  but,  at  this  distance,  we  can  form  a  very  imjicrftat  I 
jodgment  of  its  propriety  or  necessity.     I  have  the  great«flfe  I 
reliance  on  Genera!  Lincoln's  prudence,  but  I  can  not  fbrb«at  j 
dreading  the  event,     HI  aa  wo  can  afford  a  diminution  0 
force  here,  and  notwithstanding  the  danger  we  rnn  from  tba 
fecility  with  which  the  enemy  can  concentrate  thoir  force  at 
our  weak  points,  besides  other  inconveniences,  I  hayo  recom- 
mended to  Congress  to  detach  the  Maryland  diriaion  to  rein- 
force the  southern  States.     Though  this  detachment  can  not, 
in  all  probability,  arrive  in  season  to  be  of  any  servico  to 
Cliarlcston,  it  may  assist  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  enemy, 
and  save  the  Carolinas, 

"  My    fiontiments    concerning    public   afiaira    correspond 
too   much  with  youru.     The   prospect,  my   dear  barou,  is 


Vt-TM    09    STBUBSW,  SSR 

i  tlw  storm  threalena.  Xot  to  hav«  the  anxieties 
jia.  ezpren,  it  the  present  janctare,  wonld  be  not  to  feel  tbat 
wU  and  iatareat  in  oar  oftiise  by  which  all  ^our  conduct  shows 
greu  to  be  actoatsd.  Bat  I  hope  we  shall  extricate  onrBeWes, 
and  bring  ereiy  thing  to  a  prosperous  isane.  I  have  been  so 
feiared  to  difficaltiea  in  the  conrse  of  this  contest,  that  I  have 
learned  to  look  upon  them  with  more  tranquillity  than  former- 
ty.  Those  which  dow  present  themBOIves,  no  doubt,  require 
tigorous  exertions  to  overcome  them,  and  I  am  ftr  from  de> 

qMuring  of  doing  it. I  am  very  sensible,  my 

dear  bnrcm,  to  the  obliging  assarances  of  yonr  regard,  and  I 
OBtreat  yoa  to  believe  there  is  a  perfect  reciprocity  of  senti- 
ments, and  that  I  am,  with  great  conridoration  and  the  truest 
Oteem,"  eto^  etc. 

STEDBEIT    TO     WAS1IINGT0!T. 

"  FmLADEbFRU,  Jprtl  G,  1180. 

"  I  had  tiie  pleasure  of  receiving  your  &vor  of  the  2d  in- 
stant yesterday.  The  necesuty  there  was  of  having  something 
done  for  the  additional  regimoots  induced  me  to  write  the 
board  of  war  a  letter,  pressing  their  immediate  attention  to 
those  corps,  but,  though  some  days  have  since  elapsed,  and 
die  necessity  of  coming  to  an  immediate  decision  iu  this  affiur 
is  acknowledged,  yet  through  tho  absence  of  Mr.  Livingston 
and.  Mr.  Pickering,  no  report  has  yet  been  made  to  Congress. 
Under  such  circamstances  of  delay,  there  appeared  to  me  but 
one  way  of  having  any  thing  done  for  the  army  in  any  season ; 
diia  was  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  with  full  powers,  in 
eoncert  with  your  Excellency,  to  make  every  arrangement 
Beeenary  for  the  next  campaign ;  to  determine  the  formation, 
and  every  other  thing  necessary  to  be  done  for  the  additional 
eorps,  as  well  cavalry  aa  infantry  ;  to  devise  the  means  of  put- 
ting the  officers  on  a  footing  with  the  other  parts  of  the  army, 
■nd,  in  tkct,  to  do  every  thing  necessary  to  be  done  to  put  the 
■nay  in  a  proper  ooudition  for  the  ensuing  campaign. 


^*  This  proposition  has  been  debated  in  Congren  Aeee^tHNl 
days.  Yesterday  Mr.  Lowell  gave  me  hopea  it  would  taka 
place,  and  I  have  unce  been  informed  a  committee  is  actnaUy 
named  to  draw  up  instructions  for  the  committee  before  men* 
tioncd.  So  soon  as  I  hear  the  members  are  actually  named^ 
I  shall  lose  no  time  in  putting  myself  more  immediately  under 
your  Excellency's  orders. 

*^  From  eyery  observation  I  have  made,  I  can  not  perod^a 
that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  have  taken  the  least  step  toward 
recruiting  their  regiments  for  the  next  campaign.  What  this 
dday  can  be  owing  to,  I  can  not  say ;  but  I  should  imagine  a 
hint  from  your  Excellency  to  the  president  might  have  some 
effect" 

The  letter  to  the  board  of  war,  above  referred  to,  reads  as 

follows : 

■ 

"  PniLADELPniA,  JUarch  29,  1780. 

*^  I  observe  that  Congress  have,  by  a  resolution  of  the  25th 
instant,  deferred  the  considcratiou  of  any  new  arrangement  of 
the  army  till  the  1st  of  December  next.  The  regiments  in  the 
Une  of  the  different  States  will,  therefore,  remain  on  their  pres- 
ent footing,  being  completed  more  or  less  by  their  respect- 
ive States;  but  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  several  addi* 
tional  regiments  and  corps  remains  yet  to  be  decided. 

'^  These  regiments  being  in  general  too  much  reduced  to 
remain  on  their  present  iboting,  and  the  only  means  of  com- 
pleting  them  by  recruits  being  at  this  time  impracticable,  I 
would  propose  that  power  be  given  to  General  Washington 
to  draw  together  such  of  those  corps  as  are  not  at  the  south- 
ward, and  by  incorporating  the  regiments,  or  otherwise,  as 
he  may  judge  proper,  to  form  them  in  such  a  manner  as  may 
appear  to  him  most  conducive  to  the  public  service. 

'^  I  would  by  no  means  be  understood  to  uicorporate  them 
into  the  regiments  of  the  different  States ;  ou  the  contr.iry,  [ 
am  of  opinion  such  a  measure  would  have  a  very  bad  effect,  es- 
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iMlf  at  tfaia  juootnre,  as  tho  greatest  part  of  tbo  offioen  moot 
b  tbsfi  oaae  be  diabanded. 

**  I  ean  sot  help  taking  tbia  opportunity  to  represent  to  the 
bovd,  ihst  a  general  diasatlafiiction  prevaila  in  these  oorpa  on 
nooDDt  of  the  disadvantages  they  hare  hitherto  labored  under, 
eompared  with  the  troops  of  the  several  States,  for  though 
by  a  resolotion  of  Congress  the  several  States  have  credit  for 
the  men  serving  with  these  corps,  yot  they  have  never  re- 
ceived any -benefit  from  that  resolve,  either  in  receiving  re- 
endts  or  aapplics  of  any  nnture  whatsoever, 

"  The  only  means  to  remedy  thin  is,  in  my  ojunion,  to  ap- 
point a  commissary  to  snpply  them  with  clothing,  and  snch 
other  articles  as  are  furnished  by  the  different  States  to  tfadr 
troops,  the  extra  prices  of  which  should  bo  chained  to  the 
several  States  which  havo  credit  for  the  men  as  part  of  their 
quota  in  the  field;  the  supplies  furnished  to  the  Canadians, 
and  others  to  no  particular  State,  to  be  charged  to  the  Conti- 
nent. Some  means  should  also  be  found  for  supplying  the  ar. 
tillery,  cavalry,  and  others,  who  arc  in  the  same  disadvanta- 
geous sit  nation. 

"  Witii  respect  to  the  keeping  up  the  additional  regiments, 
the  only  means  that  occurs,  is  to  give  ttiem  liberty  and  furnish 
them  with  money  to  recruit ;  the  promotion  of  tho  oflicers 
should  take  place  in  that  Hue  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the 
line  of  the  difiurciit  States. 

"  The  little  time  we  have  before  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign, will,  no  doubt,  induce  the  honorable  board  to  lay  these 
matters  before  Congress  as  soon  as  jKissiblc." 

Washington  sharing  Steuben's  apprehensions,  in  a  letter  of 
the  Sd  of  April,  1780,  laid  tho  alarming  state  and  condition  of 
ttte  army  before  the  prcHidont  of  Cougiess,  which,  on  the  6th 
of  April,  appointed  a  committee  of  three*  to  confer  with  the 
eommander-in-cbief  on  the  subject  of  his  letter,  together  with 

•EaecdntioagofCongrem.     DuDlap'ii  edition,    vi,  88. 
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the  report  of  the  board  of  war  and  the  letter  fioni' 
Steuben.  They  were  instructed  to  proceed  to  head-qaMtei% 
and,  in  ponjunction  with  the  commander-in-ehiel^  to  effect  aueh 
reforms  and  changes  in  all  the  departments  of  the  army  as  its 
present  condition  required.  They  were  authorized,  with  the 
advice  of  General  Washington,  'Ho  reduce,  incorporate  or 
unite  to  State  lines  the  several  additional  corps,*'  to  inquire 
into  and  regulate  the  clothier^s,  quarter-master's,  eommissary^s 
and  medical  departments,  to  visit  the  different  posts  and  see 
that  such  regulations  as  they  should  adopt  were  earned  into 
execution,  ^to  abolish  unnecessary  posts,  to  erect  others,  to 
discbarge  useless  officers,  to  stop  rations  improperly  issued, 
and  to  exercise  every  power  requimte  to  effect  a  reformatioa 
of  abuses,  and  the  general  arrangement  of  those  departments 
which  were  in  any  wise  committed  to  their  charge,"  and  to 
inform  Congress  from  time  to  time  of  the  measures  they  had 
taken.  The  committee  was  chosen  by  ballot  and  consisted  of 
Schuyler,  Matthews,  and  Peabody.f  They  went  at  once-  to 
head-quarters,  and  it  is  duo  to  the  rei)ort«  which  they  made 
in  the  course  of  the  siimmor  that  the  reforms  in  September 
and  October,  1780,  were  adopted  by  Congress.  Tlie  com- 
mittee was  discharged  on  the  11th  of  August,  1780. 

Steuben  had  thus  reached  the  object  which  he  had  in 
view  while  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  middle  of  Ai>ril  re- 
turned with  the  comniittee  to  head-quartei*8.  lie  accompanied 
at  the  same  time  the  French  minister,  Chevalier  De  la  Lu- 
zerne, who  now  paid  his  long-intended  visit  to  the  commander- 
in-chief.  They  anivcd  at  Monistown  on  or  about  the  20th  of 
April,  1780.  Washington  ordered  Steuben  to  perform  some 
maneuvers  in  honor  of  their  distinguished  foreign  guest.  He 
did  so  first  on  the  24th  of  April,  with  four  battalions,  where- 
upon in  general  orders,  on  the  25th  of  April,  the  commander- 
in-chief,  at  the  request  of  the  ambassador  of  France,  "had  the 

f  J.  Sparks,  in  Washington's  Writings,  viL,  14  and  15. 
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phasore  to  inibnn  Major  General  Baron  De  Steuben  and  the 
Offficera  and  men  of  the  four  battalions,  that  the  appearance 
and  maoenvera  of  the  troops  yesterday  met  his  entire  appro- 
bation and  afforded  him  the  highest  satisfaction."* 

On  the  following  day  a  grand  review  was  held  and  highly 
commended  by  Mr.  De  la  Luzerne  and  the  commander-in- 
due^ as  will  appear  from  the  following  general  ordc^  of  the 
26th  of  April  :t 

^^His  Excellency,  the  minister  of  France,  was  pleased  to 
express,  in  the  warmest  terms,  his  approbation  of  the  troops 
in  the  review  of  yesterday.  Applause  so  honorable  can  not 
bat  prove  a  new  motive  to  the  emulous  exertions  of  the  army. 
The  general  has  seen,  with  peculiar  satisfiiction,  the  zeal  of  all 
ranks  to  manifest  their  respectful  attachment  to  a  gentleman 
who,  to  a  title  of  being  the  representative  of  the  illustrious 
friend  and  ally  of  these  States,  adds  that  of  having  given 
distinguishing  proofs,  during  his  residence  among  us,  of  the 
aincerest  disposition  to  advance  their  interest." 


*  General  Orders.    Stouboa  li£S.  Papor& 

f  General  Orders,  copied  in  Steuben's  Order  Book.    Steuben  MS.  Papers. 
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CHAPTER    XIII. 

Walkks  xirBmsyTR  SrErBKX  at  IIkad-Quartera  durino  dis  Abskxcr.— Hb  is  oin.T 
PABTLT  SnoonsruL. — lira  Lxttrrs  to  SrRunsir.^STRUBEif  bbtdbxb  to  Hxad* 
QuABTXBS  U(  April,  1780.— IIm  sprcial  Krvirws.— Gommrncrmrxt  op  Hosnu- 

TIBB  IN  NrW  JrrHRT.— StKL'HRX  AT  CONXRCTICCT  FaBMB.— IIU  DtS1*06nT0SI8  FOtf 
THB  ADTABOBO  TrOON  AXD  TUB  MlLITIA  Of  NbV  JbRSBY. — StXITBBX  OOBB  IO 
WbST  PoIXT  to  A88UT  QkXRRAL  IIoWR.-~IIr  BXRRCI8B8  AkX  XAXBITTRB8  TSB 
TbOOPS,  IXBTBVOTB  THB  RECBUm,  AMD  OOKTBOLB  TIIB  ABMB. — Hu  PlAK  rOK  TUM 
rOBKATION  OP  A  LlOlIT  ImPANTRT  APPROVED  BT  WaBIIIXGTOK.— SCAM1IBL*S  R>- 
POBT  ABOUT  TIIE  KBW  GOMPANIRS.— STRtTBRM*^  MrVOBTAL  COXCRBXIBTO  TRB  SAin 
TOTUBORNRBAL-iN-CuiEr. — AlL  lin  PROPUtlTIOXS  APPROVBD. — StKUBBN*8  LbTTBE 

OP  THE  29Tn  OP  Ji7LY.— Gp.neral  Distbbu. — Exhaustion  op  the  Public  Crkdit. 

— ^RUBEXVl    POTBBTT.— UR     OAX     KOT    BUT    A    TRIfT.— InTBRBBTINO     LrTTBB     OT 

OE.NRBAL  Urrenr.— Bad  Statr  op  Patkrsox'8  Bbioade. — TuK  Summer  is  passed 
IX  IxAcnviTT.— Lowell's  Lkttkr  complaixiko  op  thr  Apatut  op  rmc  Pboplb. 
— TiiR  Arms  exprcteo  prom  Fkancb  i»o  not  abkivr.— Steudkx  collbcib  ab 
MAXY  Arms  axd  Bayonrts  ab  roraiHLE. — The    Frp.xcii    Auxiliary   Corps   or 

ROCIIAMREAU  ARRIVES. — WaSUIXGTOX  RKMOVRS  UIS  IIbAD-QuaRTERS  TO  TaTPAX. — 

Arkold's  Trrabon.— (Jtrubex  Member  op  the  Court  Martial  auainbt  Axprb. 
— He  pities  the  Latter  axd  despises  the  Former. — Joxathax  Arxold  chanqbb 
ms  Name  into  that  op  Juxatuax  Stbubbx.— His  Pbtitiox  to  tub  ABaBMBLT  or 

COXXECTICUT. 

WHILE  Stonben  was  in  Philadelphia,  Benjamin  Walker, 
his  nid-de-camp,  ro])rcscnted  him  at  head-quarters  in 
all  the  badness  regarding  the  inspectorship.  He  made  in 
Steuben's  and  his  own  name  repeated  representations  for 
the  introduction  of  a  better  order  in  camp,  and  by  the 
attention  that  was  paid  to  them  produced  a  very  salutary 
effect  in  the  army,  which  this  winter,  for  want  of  provisions, 
credit  and  money,  and  on  account  of  the  extreme  ooid, 
suffered  at  Morristown  as  much  as  during  the  encampment 
at  Valley  Forge. 

Steuben  tried  especially  to  get  reliable  reports  about  the 
number  and  the  state  of  the  troops,  as  well  as  aViout  the 
quantity  ami  quality  of  arms,  which  he  had  to  lay  before 
Congress  as  the  basis  for  the  approaching:  C/ampaign.    The 
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pimotnal  delivery  of  these  returns  was  the  more  difficult  as 
the  army,  in  consequence  of  the  inactivity  during  the  /winter 
and  of  the  absence  of  Steuben,  relaxed  in  its  discipline.  It 
was  scattered  over  a  very  largely  extended  area  of  country, 
and  thus  the  connection  between  the  different  corps  was  con- 
riderably  weakened. 

As  far  as  circumstances  allowed,  Walker  succeeded  in  ro* 
modeling  the  form  of  the  returns  of  arms  and  getting  them 
made  out  with  more  correctness.  He  was  instrumental  that 
the  general-in-chief  issued  orders  for  the  introduction  of  better 
order  into  the  camp,  and  that  on  the  3l8t  of  January,  1780, 
lie  wrote  a  severe  letter  to  the  commanding  officers  of  each 
brigade,  in  which  Washington  pointed  out  tlie  several  abuses 
existing  in  their  brigades,  and  ordered  the  necessary  remedies 
to  be  imme<liately  applied,  and  reprimanded  them  for  the  little 
attention  that  had  been  paid  to  the  regulations  established, 
and  for  their  want  of  order  in  every  respect. 

"  I  now  inclose  you,"  says  Walker  in  a  letter  of  the  24th 
of  February,  1780,  to  Steuben,*  "some  extracts  from  general 
orders ;  they  have  the  appearance  of  a  desire  of  introducing 
some  order,  and  I  can  not  help  thinking  the  general  has  it  at 
heart,  but,  my  dear  baron,  he  is  in  a  difficult  station,  and 
rendered  more  difficult  by  our  unhappy  circumstances;  and 
the  introduction  of  order  into  such  an  ill  provided  army  is 
nearly  impossible.  Is  there  any  prospect  of  our  being  better 
supplied  ?" 

Walker,  at  the  same  time,  undertook  the  arduous  task  to 
collect  all  the  returns  which  Steuben  wanted  in  Philadelphia 
for  proving  to  Congress  the  exact  strength  of  the  army  for 
the  ensuing  campaign ;  but  all  his  other  efforts  for  promoting 
the  ends  of  his  general  were  ineffectual,  and  thwarted  by  the 
more  pressing  troubles  to  get  food  and  supplies  for  the  almost 
starving  soldiers.  "  I  am  not  negligent,"  writes  he,  on  the 
11th  of  March,  1780,  to  Steubcn,t  "in  my  attendance  at  head- 
♦  Stouben  MS.  Papcn»,  vol.  ii.  t  niiclom. 
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quarters,  though  to  litUo  purpose.  Yon  who  know  with  wb«| 
reserve  the  general  conducts  himself  with  those  in  mneb 
higher  stations  than  myself^  will  hardly  suppose  he  enters  into 
Gonversation  with  me,  except  at  table.  His  inquiries  are  ooOf 
fined  to, '  When  did  you  hear  from  the  baron  ?' " 

**  Notwithstanding,"  says  ho,  in  another  letter,  on  the  13tb 
of  February,  1780,  ^^I  did  .every  thing  in  my  power  to  con- 
vince the  majors  of  brigade  of  the  necessity  of  your  having 
the  returns  called  for,  as  soon  as  possible,  only  those  of  six 
brigades  are  yet  come  in ;  those  of  Hand's,  the  second  PemH 
sylvania  and  the  two  Connecticut  brigades  are  yet  wanting^ 
In  examining  those  returns  which  have  come  in,  I  find  they 
liave  returned  the  men  on  furlough  and  recruiting,  among 
those  who  can  not  appear  under  arms ;  but  as  I  imagine  your 
intention  was  to  know  what  number  of  men  will  be  actually 
eficctive  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  and  as  those  men 
will  doubtless  return  before  that  time,  I  shall  dedact  them  in 
making  out  the  general  returns. 

"Instead  of  the  regimental  returns  being  digested  into 
brigade  returns,  they  have  sent  in  all  the  regimental  Vetums. 
This,  and  the  many  -different  forms  in  which  they  are  made 
out,  makes  it  difficult  to  get  them  into  any  order.  In  general 
returns,  however,  I  shall  do  it  in  such  a  manner  as  will  explain 
every  thing  you  want  to  know,  and  I  have  no  doubt  you  will 
be  satisfied  with  them.  I  observe,  also,  that  in  their  returns 
of  aims  and  accoutcrments  they  have  confined  themselves 
to  those  articles,  excluding  the  ammunition,  drums  and  fifes, 
though  I  have  no  doubt  you  meant  they  should  be  included ; 
but  on  a  retrospection  to  the  list  you  have  sent,  you  say  a  re- 
turn  of  the  arms  and  accouterments^  and  they  have  been  cares 
ful  to  put  down  no  more  than  was  ordered." 

When  Steuben,  in  April,  joined  the  army,  he  resumed  his 
old  duties.  He  made  a  critical  inspection  of  the  arms  of  all 
brigades,  in  order  to  have  an  estimation  of  the  number  of  arms 
wanting  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  campaign,  exercised  the 
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U6apB90A  maneuvered  with  tbem  on  a  large  scale.  Thus  the 
tvoops  were  well  prepared,  when,  in  the  beginning  of  Jane, 
the  StaAe  of  New  Jersey  was  harassed  by  the  invasions  of 
Kn  jphansen.  It  is  certain,  that  on  the  6ikk  of  June,  Steuben 
took  part  in  the  affiurs  of  Connecticut  Farms  and  Springfield, 
jMid  it  is  stated  by  eye  witnesses,  as  for  instance,  Ashbel  Green,* 
ihiit  be  reeonnoitered  the  American  posts  on  this  occasion ; 
Imt  it  does  not  appear  that  Steuben  held  a  command  in  the 
mraiy.  It  rather  seems  that  he  acted  as  the*  chief  of  Wash* 
iBgton's  sta£  We  found  at  least  two  documents  in  the  Steu- 
ben Papers,  which  refer  to  this  kind  of  participation  in  the 
eiTcnts  of  that  period. 

One  of  them,  bearing  date  the  11th  of  June,  1780,  con- 
tains a  disposition  for  the  advanced  troops.  '^  All  reports  from 
the  advanced  posts,"  it  orders,  '^  arc  to  bo  sent  in  the  first  in- 
stance to  the  baron^s  quarters,  and  all  deserters,  prisouerR,  and 
every  kind  of  intelligence  from  the  enemy  are  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  same  place.  General  Maxwell,"  it  continues,  ^^  will  com* 
mand  the  light  wing  of  the  advanced  troops,  consisting  of  the 
first  and  second  Jersey,  and  Spencer's  Continental  regiments, 
and  'Dly's,  Frelinghuysen's  and  Webster's  regiments  of  militia, 
.  and  the  detachment  under  Major  Bryan.  General  Hand  will 
command  the  left,  consisting  of  the  third  Jersey  regiment, 
the  corps  under  Major  Gibbs,  and  Courtland's  and  Stark's 
regiments  of  militia.  In  case  the  enemy  should  advance,  the 
general  has  no  doubt  the  troops  will  defend  their  respective 
posts  with  that  courage  and  determination  which  has  so  often 
distinguished  them ;  but  should  the  superior  force  of  their 
enemy  oblige  them  to  give  way,  they  will  retreat  in  the  fol- 
lowing order,"  etc. 

The  other  paper  is  a  plan  drawn  by  Steuben,  for  the  alarm 
posts  and  plans  of  rendezvous  of  the  militia  of  New  Jersey, 
during  Knyphausen's  invasion ;  but  happily  the  inactivity  of 

*  The  lifo  of  Aahbel  Green,  by  James  K.  Jones,  Now  York,  1844^  p. 

loa.  • 


tbe  enemy  had  given  time  to  the  Ameiiean  amy  to  nake  dkr 
pontions  which  rendered  the  calling  out  of  the  militia  nnn*^ 
oeflsary^  and  consequently  the  whole  was  ooontermanded.* 

The  commander  in-chief  apprehended  at  that  time,  thai 
while  Knyphaosen  engaged  the  main  army  near  Morristowo^ 
Clinton  meditated  an  attack  on  West  Point,  the  key  to  tba 
Highlands.  Major  General  Howe  was  in  command  of  tluil 
important  post;  but  by  some  was  not  considered  competent 
for  the  task.  Washington,  therefore,  not  to  hurt  the  feelings 
of  that  deserved  officer,  resolved  to  send  a  general  of  approved 
bravery,  experience  and  military  judgment,  to  the  asaistanoe 
of  Howe,  and  paid  Steuben  the  compliment  to  order  him,  joafe 
in  this  critical  moment,  to  West  Point.  It  was  about  the  mid* 
die  of  June  when  Steuben  lefl  the  army,  which,  as  late  as  the 
21st  of  June,  moved  from  Morristown  toward  Pompton  and 
farther  on  to  the  Highlands. 

"  The  enemy,  the  day  before  yesterday,**  writes  Alexander 
Hamilton,  dated  Whippany,  the  25th  of  June,  1780,f  ^^made 
a  forward  movement  to  Springfield,  which  they  burned,  and 
jretired  to  Elizabetlitown  Point.  The  same  evening  they 
crossed  over  to  Stateii  Island,  and  there  are  a  great  many  con* 
earring  circumstances  which  make  it  probable  we  shall  next 
hear  of  them  on  the  North  river.  As  you  are  at  West  Point 
the  general  wishes  you  to  remain  there  until  the  present  ap- 
pearances come  to  some  result.  He  has  confidence  in  year 
judgment,  and  wishes  you  to  give  your  advice  and  assistance 
to  the  commanding  officer.  As  you  have  no  command  in  tho 
post,  you  can  only  do  this  in  a  private,  friendly  way ;  but  I 
dare  say  General  Howe  will  be  happy  to  consult  you.  You 
will  consider  this  as  a  private  letter  in  which  I  rather  convey 
you  the  general's  wishes  than  his  commands." 

Steuben  remained  in  West  Point,  and  the  posts  under  its 
control  to  the  beginning  of  August,  when  Arnold  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  commaiHl.     His  principal  business  during  that 

*  Alexander  Hamilton's  Works,  vol.  iU  p.  42.     f  Ibidem,  vol.  i.,  p.  143. 
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time  consisted  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  an 
offensive  camp:iign,  for  which  purpose  he  es})ecially  exercised 
the  troops,  formed  the  light  infantry  companies  and  procured 
anns  for  the  northern  armv.  There  were  in  its  eiffht  britjades 
about  three  thousand  old  soldiers,  allowing  five  hundred  for 
the  duty  of  the  guards  and  pickets,  and  five  hundred  for  mak- 
ing fascines,  gabions  and  other  necessary  works  for  fortifica- 
tion. About  two  thirds  of  the  old  soldiers  and  all  the  recruits 
were  daily  at  exercise.  To  render  the  recruits  as  serviceable 
as  the  short  time  allowed,  Steuben  agreed  with  General  Howe 
that  none  of  them  were  to  be  employed  on  guard  or  fatigue, 
and  directed  the  particular  attention  of  the  inspectors  to  their 
instruction.  They  were  exercised  twice  a  day,  one  hour  and 
a  half  in  the  morning  at  tiie  revoille  beating,  and  one  hour  and 
a  half  in  the  evening  before  sunset ;  the  first  six  days  without 
arms  and  wholly  employed  in  learning  to  carry  themselves 
well,  to  march  and  to  dress.  At  this  exercise  the  command- 
ing oflicers  at'  regiments  had  to  attend,  and  they  were  answer- 
able for  the  attendance  of  the  oflicers  of  their  respective  regi- 
ments, and  that  no  recruit  was  on  any  account  exercised  by  a 
non-commissioned  officer. 

With  respect  to  the  anns,  each  colonel  had  to  give  a  re- 
turn of  the  arms  and  accoutermcnts  in  the  possession  of  his 
regiment,  with  which  he  .was  charged  in  an  account  kept  by 
the  inspector  for  that  purpose,  and  the  colonel  on  his  part  had 
to  charge  the  captains,  and  take  receipts  for  those  in  possession 
of  their  companies.  When  more  arms  were  wanted  the  return 
was  to  be  signed  by  the  colonel  and  to  be  countersigned  by  the 
insf)ector,  and  a  recei})t  taken  by  the  inspector  lor  the  arms, 
etc.,  delivered  in  return  and  charged  to  the  regiment.  When 
it  had  arms  to  return  it  was  directed  to  deliver  them  to  the 
conductor  and  take  his  receipt  for  them,  which  recei|)t  they 
had  to  change  with  the  inspector  for  his  receipt. 

Another  object  to  which  Steuben  devoted  much  can*  wiis 
the  number  of  men  absent,  or  impro])erly  em})loyed  out  of  the 
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regiment.  All  those  on  furlough  were  immediately  recaDed, 
and  those  wlio  came  under  the  latter  description  called  in  aod 
exercised.  Standing  guards  which,  notwithstanding  the  many 
orders  to  the  contrary,  were  still  in  existence,  were  at  once 
relieved ;  the  wagoners,  masters,  and  others,  who  were  old 
soldiers,  so  far  as  possible  changed  for  recruits,  and,  as  much 
as  circumstances  permitted,  disciplino  and  iinproTements  inti*o- 
duccd  in  the  corps  of  General  Howe,  which  in  this  respect  was 
utterly  neglected. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  1780,  Steuben  laid  the  following 
plan  for  the  formation  of  the  light  infantry  before  the  com- 
mander-in-chief for  his  approbation  : 

''Each  regiment  to  furnish  one  captain,  one  lieutenant, 
three  sergeants,  one  drum,  one  fife,  and  forty-two  rank  and 
file.  The  colonels  to  be  answerable  that  there  are  in  each  com- 
pmy  twenty-five  old  soldiera,  who  have  been  well  exercised, 
the  other  seventeen  to  be  chosen  amongst  the  most  robust 
and  active  recruits.  As  soon  as  a  regiment  is  augmented  to 
two  hundred  and  ninety  effective  rank  and  file,  the  light  in- 
■  fantry  company  to  be  augmented  to  fifty.  Four  companies  of 
light  infantry  to  form  a  battalion,  to  be  commanded  by  a  lieu- 
tenant colonel  or  a  major  appointed  by  the  commander-in- 
chief.  Two  battalions  of  light  infantry  to  form  a  regiment,  to 
be  commanded  by  a  colonel  appointed  by  the  commander-in- 
chief  Four  or  six  battalions  to  form  a  brigade,  commanded 
by  a  brigadier — the  whole  to  form  a  division  commanded  by 
a  major  general. 

"  Each  regiment  will  be  obliged  to  keep  its  light  infantry 
company  complete  during  the  campaign ;  each  brigade  in  the 
line  that  furnishes  a  battalion  of  light  infantry  is,  besides  those 
belonging  to  the  companies,  to  furnish  two  subalterns,  one  as 
an  adjutant,  the  other  as  quarter-master  and  pay-master,  one 
sergeant-major,  the  other  quarter-master  sergeant. 

"  Each  regiment  of  light  infantry  to  be  fumislied  in  the 
following  manner : 
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FIRST    BBIOADE. 

l«t  Pennfiylvania  brigade  to  fiirnL«Ji  4  companies,  which  form  1  battalion,  200 
2d             '*                  "                 "4        "               "              "         "  200 
Jersey  brigade,  with  Spcncer^s,  to  fbrnish  4  companies,  which  form  1  bat- 
talion,          200 

Kew  York  brigade  to  furnish  4  companies,  which  form  1  battalion,        .  200 

SECOND     BRIGADE. 

1st  Connecticut  brigade  to  furnish  4  companies,  which  form  1  battalion,  200 

2d            *'              "                "       4          *'              "  "      1         "         200 

1st  Massachusetts  "                "        4          "              "  "      1         "         200 

2d            "              "                "       4          ♦'              "  "      1         "         200 

THIRD     BRIGADE. 

3d  Massachusetts  brigade  to  furnish  4  companies,  which  form  1  battaHon,  200 

4th  "  "  "        4  "  "       "     1  "  200 

N.  Hamp.  3andR.Isl  regtl,  inall4  "  "       "     1  "  200 

Stark's  regt.  2  and  Hand's  regt.  2,  "  4  "  "       "    1  "  200 

Total        .         .         .         .48         .         .         .         .12         .        2.400 

Compank'B.  Battalion?.    Eank  6c  Filt?. 

As  early  as  the  16th  of  July,  Washington  issued  an  on! or 
founded  on  Steuben's  plan,  and  directing  that  one  captain,  one 
subaltera,  three  sergeants,  and  twenty  rank  and  lile,  each  from 
five  feet  eiijht  inches  to  five  t'ecH,  ten  inches  in  heiHit,  were  to 
be  drafted  from  each  regiment  of  the  first  brigade,  and  partic- 
ularly of  the  old  soldiers,  as  light  iiifnitry. 

"  On  the  'JOth  of  July,''  reports  A.  Scaininel  to  Steuben,* 
"I  finished  ins])ecting  seventeen  companies  of  the  strength 
above  mentioned.  The  ofiicers  made  a  genteel,  oflicer-like 
appearance  —  the  non-commissioned  officers  appeared  to  be 
well  chosen.  The  men  were  well  fitted  to  the  lield,  firm,  and 
well  built;  their  arms  in  general  good  and  in  line  order,  and 
nothing  but  the  want  of  clothes  prevented  their  making  a  com- 
plete military  appearance — all  ohl  soldiers,  and  the  jjieater 
part  of  them  were  in  the  light  infantry  last  year.  When  they 
inarched  from  the  parade  they  ap})eared  equal  to  the  storming 
of  another  Stony  Point." 

♦  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  IL 
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In  consequence  of  Washington's  directions,  Steuben,  oa 
the  25th  of  July,  commenced  drafting  from  the  second  brigade 
the  light  infantry  in  West  Point,  Fishkill  and  environs.  For 
this  purpose  he  ordered  from  each  regiment  thirty  men  with 
six  sergeants,  out  of  which  number  he  chose  twenty  men  and 
three  sergeants  to  form  a  company.  On  the  22d  of  Jnly, 
1780,  he  wrote  from  West  Point,  as  follows,  to  General  Wash- 
ington : 

"  To  avoid  all  disorder,  which  results  from  drawing  by 
separate  cori)s,  I  pi*oi)oscd,  in  my  last  letter  to  your  Excel- 
lency, that  the  light  infintry  should  draw  nothing  as  a  sepa- 
rate corps,  except  their  rations,  which  are  to  be  distributed 
by  a  commissary,  the  forage  by  a  forage  master,  the  ammnni- 
tion  by  a  conductor,  who  are  to  be  appointed  particularly  for 
the  light  infantry. 

*'  The  arms,  accoutennents,  camp  equipage,  clothing,  and 
even  the  pay,  will  be  furnished  by  each  regiment  to  which  the 
company  belongs.  For  this  purpose,  the  quarter-master  of 
each  battalion  of  light  infantry  will  keep  his  books  and  ac- 
counts with  the  (piarter-masters  and  pay-mastors  of  the  regi- 
ments to  which  the  comjjany  belongs.  The  lirst  regiment  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  instance,  furnishes  one  company  to  the  first 
battalion  of  Ji^ht  infantry.  Then  this  rc^^iment  furnishes  for 
this  company  one  horseman's  tent  for  the  officers,  eight  com- 
mon tents  for  the  non-conimisisioned  officers  and  privntes,  eight 
camp  kettles,  and  the  other  equipage  in  proportion,  and  the 
same  with  respect  to  clothing,  etc.  I  submit  to  your  Excellency, 
if  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  i)ublish  this  arrangement  in  gen- 
eral orders  before  the  battalions  are  formed,  in  order  that  the 
chiefs  of  the  departments  may  become  acquainted  therewith. 

"  Another  object,  before  the  formation  of  this  corps,  is  to 
determine  in  what  order  the  battalions  are  to  be  formed  in 
order  of  battle,  to  avoid  all  disputes  concerning  rank  anu 
posts  of  honor.  By  the  inclosed  arrangement,  the  geograph- 
ical order  adopted  in  the  army  will  be  nearly  complied  with, 
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except  that  three  compauies  of  New  Hampshire  are  to  be  iii- 
coi'porated  in  a  battalion  with  those  of  New  York.  Thus  the 
order  will  be  as  follows : 


1. 


2. 


r~~T~~i 

8  Coniitaiiloa,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

4. 

IT" : :  1 1  :i 

8  Companlo5,  Con- 
Dircticut. 


4  ('oinpanic-s  New 
Jt'r»<'V:  2,  Hand;  2, 
Storkl 

5. 

I     _      _     .J 
8  Coinpanl<^s  Massa- 


3. 

8  Conipani*"S  New 
Hampshire;  1,  Khodo 
Ibland :  4,  N.  York. 


S  Companic*,  Masi»a- 
cbusctu. 


"  If  you  approve  of  this  arrangement,  the  lirst  and  second 
battalions  will  be  composdil  out  of  tliose  live  brigades  wliich 
are  with  your  Excellency,  and  tlie  other  four  will  be  formed 
out  of  the  eight  brigades  here  luider  General  Howe.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  lirst  battalion  of  light  infantry,  furnished  by 
the  two  Pennsylvania  brigades,  can  and  will  bo  pro])erly  com- 
posed. The  second,  furnished  by  the  brigades  of  Jersey,  Stark 
and  Hand,  may  be  equally  so,  and  as  for  the  four  battalions 
here,  I  will  take  all  the  pains  in  my  power  to  form  them  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  meet  with  your  Excellency's  approbation. 

*'  If  it  was  possible,  my  dear  general,  that  our  whole  in- 
fantry could  be  uniformlv  clothed  in  linen  huntincj  shirts  and 
overalls,  with  small  round  hats,  cocked  up  one  side,  and  good 
shoes,  it  would  be  the  most  convenient  uniform  for  the  season. 
These  we  can  easily  procure  for  them.  I  will  give  orders  hero 
that  all  the  light  inflmtry  shall  be  provided  with  bayonets, 
and  would  be  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  to  have  the 
same  orders  issued  for  those  with  you." 

On  the  23d  of  July,  1780,  Alexander  Hamilton,  Washing- 
ton's aid-de-camp,  answered  from  head-quarters  :* 

*'  On  the  formation  of  the  light  infantry  the  general  has  al- 
ready written  to  you.  I  presume  it  will  be  ultimately  nearly 
as  you  have  proposed.  .  .  .  Untre  novs^  it  is  not  easy  to  find 
good  majors  for  this  corps  in  the  Massachusetts  line,  and  as  it 

♦Alexander  ITnmilton'a  Works,  vol.  il,  42. 
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will  act  a  good  deal  with  the  French  troopii  we  wUi  %1iH 
this  additional  reason,  to  be  well  officered.  Presoott  will  'ma^ 
Bwer  the  purpose,  but  he  is  not  yet  to  know  that  be  ia  in  ooii- 
templation.  We  shall  not  long  continoe  in  our  present  foA- 
tiouw  The  distinctions  of  departments  are  an  old  story,  which 
now  do  not  exist,  except  with  respect  to  Soath  Carolina.  Yon 
are  ^rith  a  detachment  of  the  main  armj.  I  dare  say  all  yon. 
are  doing  will  be  found  right.'' 

'*  I  have  made,*'  reports  Steuben,  from  Fishkill,  on  the  28th 
of  July,  1780,  to  Washington,  ^Hhe  necessary  arrangements 
for  the  light  infantry,  and  shall  be  happy  if  they  meet  your 
Excellency's  approbation.  The  companies  are  formed  agree 
ably  to  your  Excellency's  orders.  I  have  myself  chosen  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  and  even  the  arms, 
and  I  dare  flatter  myself  that  the  corps  will  be  the  admiration 
of  our  allies  as  much  as  the  terror  of  our  enemies.  There  la 
hardly  a  man  under  twenty  or  above  thirty  years  of  age ;  they 
are  all  robust  and  well  made,  and  have  indeed  a  military  ap- 
pearance, and  as  many  of  the  recruits  have  served  before, 
nearly  two  thirds  of  every  company  will  be  old  soldiers.  I 
have  chosen  from  each  regiment,  besides  three  sergeants,  two 
drummers  and  fifers,  and  forty-two,  rank  and  file,  as  a  re- 
serve. They  are  to  remain  "with  their  companies  and  be  ready 
to  reinforce  or  fill  up  any  vacancy  that  may  happen  in  the 
light  companies." 

An  extremely  great  evil  still  prevailing  in  the  northern 
army,  and  arising  from  the  want  of  discipline,  was  the  scarcity 
of  arms  and  provisions,  which  again  led  the  soldiers  to  muti- 
nies, marauding  and  disobedience.  Public  credit  was  totally 
exhausted ;  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  amounted  to  nothing,  as 
it  was  made  in  entirely  worthless  Continental  money,  without 
allowance  for  depreciation.  The  people  at  large,  especially 
in  the  summer  of  1*780,  were  tired  of  the  war,  or  expected 
all  aid,  and  their  deliverance  from  tiie  British,  from  their 
French  allies.    A  large  French  fleet  and  army  were  expected. 
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and  mostly  on  this  account  individual  exertions  were  thought 
superfluous.  To  illustrate  thb  ruinous  state  of  things  wo  need 
not  to  quote  hundreds  of  letters  and  complaints  wliich  we 
found  in  the  MS.  Steuben  Papers.  It  is  more  than  evident 
from  Washington's  letters  and  other  documents  with  which 
the  public  are  already  familiar.  With  resj)ect  to  the  j)erson 
of  Steuben  it  may  suffice  to  state,  that  notwithstanding  re- 
peated applications,  he  suffered  as  much  as  any  otlier  officer, 
and  that  he  was  even  unable  to  get  a  tent  for  his  own  use. 

"  I  am  exceedingly  mortified" — writes  Nathaniel  Greene, 
then  quarter- master  general,  to  Steuben,  from  Prcakness,  on 
the  18th  of  July* — "that  you  meet  with  so  much  trouble  in 
getting  a  few  horses  and  a  marquee  to  cover  you.  Will  any 
man  at  a  future  day  believe  that  a  people,  contending  for  the 
first  rights  of  human  nature,  would  leave  those  employed  upon 
this  important  business  so  badly  supplied  with  the  sinews  of 
war  that  the  common  conveniences  requisite  for  a  soldier's 
comfort  can  not  be  had  ?  Tell  it  not  in  Dan  !  publish  it  not 
in  Askalon  !     But  so  it  is  ;  and  how  can  I  help  it  ? 

"  I  have  no  marquees  here.  There  are  ten  coming  from 
Boston,  and  I  have  given  Colonel  Hay  directions  at  all  events 
to  reserve  one  for  you.  The  saddles  may  be  had  at  3Iorris's. 
What  shall  we  do  this  campaign  ?  We  are  most  like  a  brok- 
en merchant,  too  poor  to  undertake  any  thing  great,  and  too 
proud  to  attempt  what  is  within  our  iK)wer.  Ambition  hurries 
us  beyond  our  abilities,  and  I  wish  it  may  not  expose  our  pov- 
erty in  more  disagreeable  colors  than  we  at  present  imagine. 
It  is  noble  to  attempt,  but  will  it  not  be  ruinous  to  fail  ?" 

If  officers  of  the  highest  rank  were  thus  exposed  to  suf- 
fering and  hardship,  it  was  nothing  but  a  natural  consequence 
of  this  culpable  neglect  that  not  the  least  attention  was  paid 
to  the  wants  of  the  private  soldier.  "  I  esteem  it  my  duty," 
writes  General  John  Paterson,  on  the  15th  of  Sej)t ember, 
1780,  to  Steuben,!  "  to  represent  to  you  the  disagreeable  and 

*  Steuben  MS.  Pai)er8,  vol.  ii.  t  Ibidvm. 
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diatreMdng  circnmstances  of  the  brigade  under  inj 
for  the  want  of  pFoviuons.  Had  thia  been  new  or  aooideiilal^ 
I  ahould  not  have  taken  notice  of  it,  but  for  a  number  of  ^w^etak 
we  have  not  had  an  allowance  of  meat  more  than  half  the  time-^ 
particularly  in  this  month  we  have  had  but  seven  rations  and 
a  half.  Should  this  continue,  I  am  fearful  of  the  conseqaenoeSi: 
The  officens  already  fretted  by  the  treatment  they  have  met 
with  from  the  country,  are,  I  believe,  in  general  determined 
to  quit  the  servioe  at  the  close  of  the  campaign,  and  unleta 
times  have  a  better  aspect,  I  fear  the  others  will  follow  thw 
example.  Those  in  my  brigade  are  really  in  distress^  and 
depend  solely  on  the  ration  they  receive  for  their  support^ 
not  one  to  twenty  being  able  to  purchase  a  dinner.  It  haa 
also  a  very  bad  effect  upon  the  soldiery ;  they,  from  being 
moral  and  peaceable,  I  find,  arc  giving  way  to  those  vioea 
which  are  the  peculiar  attendants  of  an  army  without  provi- 
sion. 

^^  You  may  depend,  sir,  this  representation  does  not  pro- 
ceed from  a  feverish,  complaining  disposition,  but  the  contrary. 
My  wish  is  to  see  the  army  well  supplied,  which  I  think  will 
effectually  prevent  all  those  evils  we  fear.  ResignationSi  mu- 
tiny and  marauding,  would  in  a  great  degree,  if  not  totally,  be 
prevented,  and  a  spii-it  of  obedience  take  place  in  their  stead.^ 

But  there  was  no  money  to  provide  for  the  necessary  sup- 
plies and  the  most  indispensable  articles  of  the  troops,  and  the 
whole  summer  of  1 780  passed  away  under  deliberations  whether 
the  army  should  be  confined  to  the  defensive  or  take  the  offen- 
sive. When  Washington  himself  ceased  to  hope  for  any  im* 
provement,  was  it,  then,  to  be  wondered  at  that  other  promi* 
nent  men,  like  James  Lovell,  for  instance,  gave  up  all  ho|)es 
that  the  people  would  awake  from  their  apathy  ?  '*  What 
course  is  to  be  pui-sued,"  he  asked  Steuben,  in  a  letter  of 
the  15th  of  July,  1780,  "  when  the  French  fleet  arrives  ?  An 
angel  from  heaven,  warlike  as  the  best  of  Milton^s,  could  not 
now  tell.    Ue  would  be,  as  we  are,  obliged  to  go  into  the  dis- 
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tracting  field  of  ifs^  and  ands^  and  buts^  8up{)ositioiis  and  con- 
jectures. Above  all,  he  would  be  obliged  to  say,  '  If  there  U 
any  true  spirit  remaining  in  the  people  at  large,  we  may  hope 
to  ruin  the  enemy.' " 

It  was  a  severe  blow. to  the  army  that  just  now,  when  the 
amLs  were  most  wanted  for  the  light  infantry  and  the  army  in 
general,  the  expected  supplies  from  France  did  not  arrive. 
Steuben  endeavored  to  procure  them  from  cuher  sources,  and 
in  concert  with  Generals  Knox  and  Howe  did  his  utmost  to 
get  as  many  arms  as  i>ossible,  and  to  meet  the  immediate 
emergency. 

"Previous  to  the  reception  of  your  last  favor's,"  he  writes, 
from  Fishkill,  the  28th  of  July,  1780,  to  Washington,  "I  had 
been  intornicd  of  our  disappointment  in  reganl  to  the  arms 
expect«?d  from  France.  Mr.  Izi\rd  matle  no  si'crot  of  this  de- 
tention. The  distress  I  foresaw  this  disappointment  would 
bring  v\\^m  us,  determined  me  on  a  measure  lor  which,  if  disa|>- 
proved  hy  your  Excellency,  I  must  he  accountable.  I  engaged 
General  Howe  to  write  to  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts.  I 
wrote  mvself,  and  enj^aired  also  Generals  Huntinijton  and  Pat- 
crson  to  write  to  them,  to  lend  us  iifteen  hundred  stand  of 
anns  each,  and  to  send  them  on  immediately,  and  I  have  made 
myself  answerable  for  their  rc'turn  whenever  our  arms  arrive 
from  France ;  these  three  thousand,  and  what  we  shall  be  able 
to  ct»llect  from  our  stores,  will,  I  hope,  suffice. 

"  I  have  disarmed  all  the  wagoners,  general  and  staff 
olliuers'  waiters,  and  in<lecd  every  man  who  will  not  be 
present,  \\\  rank  and  file,  in  action.  This  will  add  a  con- 
siderable number  of  arms.  With  rei^ard  to  the  recovery  of 
arms  carried  off,  it  will,  I  fear,  be  dilKcult,  if  not  impossible ; 
it  would  even  be  difficult  to  discover  to  whom  to  attribute 
such  negligence.  The  field  officers  were  absent  and  the  regi- 
ments commanded  sometimes  by  a  captain,  sometimes  by  a 
lieutenant;  under  these  circumstances  what  individual  officer 
can  bo  made  answerable  ?" 
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I  low  diHicult  it  was  to  get  the  arms  collected  appears 
from  Steuben's  letters  to  General  Knox,  of  which  we  give 
here  some  extracts. 

"-iVs  it  is  very  uncertain,"  \ve  writes,  on  the  16th  of  July, 
"what  number  of  recruits  may  join  .us,  I  am  endeavoring  to 
collect  together  at  this  place  all  the  arms  and  accouterments  I 
can  hear  of.  Those  from  Albany  I  expect  every  day.  I  have 
ordered  on  six  hundred  new  cartridge  boxes  and  two  thousand 
bayonet  belts  and  scabbards  which  wore  at  New  Haven; 
those  from  Morristown  I  beg  you  will  order  here  immediately, 
as  I  imagine  the  brigades  at  head-quarters  will  be  more  than 
supplied  from  those  which  come  from  Philadelphia." 

And  on  the  21st  of  July  he  continues: 

"  I  would  be  glad  if  you  would  have  all  the  bayonets  that 
can  be  collected  forwarded  on  this  way  as  soon  as  possible,  as 
the  arms  from  Albany  amount  in  all  but  to  thirty-one  hundred 
and  six,  and  but  nine  hundred  and  forty-one  bayonets.  You 
will  also  please  to  send  orders  to  all  the  laboratories,  that  the 
cartridges  to  be  made  in  future  shall  be  of  the  size  of  nineteen 
to  the  pound,  as  the  generality  of  the  arms  are  French,  and 
the  cartridges  of  that  size  may  upon  occasion  be  used  with 
English  muskets,  and  the  English  size  cartridges  (sixteen  to 
the  pound),  can  not  be  used  with  French  muskets.  I  would 
be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  give  orders  to  all  the 
field  commissaries,  conductors,  etc,  not  to  deliver  any  arms, 
etc.,  to  any  order  but  that  of  the  inspectors,  as  I  have  an 
instance  of  an  abuse  being  committed,  for  want  of  an  arrange- 
ment of  that  kind,  the  other  day,  by  General  Glover's  brigade, 
which  drew  a  large  quantity  of  military  stores  at  Springfield, 
more  than  their  proportion  would  come  to.  Such  an  unequal 
distribution  will  never  do,  my  dear  general,  and  if  you  do  not 
give  the  above  orders  I  must  renounce  having  any  thing  to  do 

with  the  distribution I  have  given  orders  for  whatever 

Glover's  brigade  have  received  to  be  returned  and  distributed 
equally  with  the  rest." 
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•  •  .  .  **  Among  the  three  thousand  arms  arrived  from 
AIImhij,'*  he  writes  on  the  2'5rth  of  July,  "  nine  hundred  only 
have  bayonets,  nor  do  I  know  where  to  procnre  them.  We  shall 
abo  be  very  short  of  cartridge  boxes.  I  have  ordered  fifteen 
hundred  to  be  repaired  here.  Qod  knows  if  it  will  be  done. 
These  fifteen  days  past  I  have  been  endeavoring  to  get  the 
arms  from  Chester  to  Newbnrg,  where  I  have  prepared  a  store 
lor  their  reception,  to  deliver  them  to  the  brigades.  I  have 
been  also  ten  days  trying  to  get  the  arms  from  Albany  from 
on  board  the  sloops,  but  neither  the  one  or  the  other  can  be 
done.  My  orders  are  less  respected  than  those  of  a  corporal. 
The  army  is  under  marching  orders,  and  nearly  four  thousand 
are  unarmed ;  the  arms  are  here,  and  can  not  bo  delivered 
because  nobody  will  do  his  duty.  There  were  at  Philadelphia, 
I  believe,  five  thousand  arras  with  bayonets,  and  fifteen  hun- 
dred new  cartridge  boxes,  with  drums,  fifes  and  other  articles, 
and  there  are,  I  believe,  one  thousand  arms  at  Carlisle.  In 
our  present  circumstances  they  should  all  be  collected  or  we 
shall  lose  the  campaign." 

Steaben  joined  the  main  army  when,  in  consequence  of 
the  arrival  of  the  French  auxiliary  coi*ps  under  Rochambeau 
on  Rhode  Island,  and  the  movements  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
Washington  crossed  and  recrosscd  the  Hudson ;  and  acted  on 
his  staff  when  he  established  his  head-quarters  near  Tappan. 
Stenbcn^s  services  being  no  longer  required  at  West  Point  on 
acconnt  of  Arnold's  appointment  to  the  chief  command  there, 
he  continued  with  the  head-quarters  of  the  army. 

Towards  the  end  of  September  the  world  was  startled  by  the 
treason  of  the  notorious  Arnold.  His  crime  led  to  the  capture 
of  the  unfortunate  Andr6.  Steuben  was  one  of  the  members  of 
the  board  of  the  fourteen  general  officers  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  case  of  Andr6,  and  who,  on  the  29th  of  September, 
1780,  were  compelled  to  sentence  him  to  a  felon's  death.  The 
baron  was  exceedingly  afiiicted,  relates  North,  with  the  in- 
evitable fiite  of  the  unfortunate  Britbh  adjutant  general.    ^'  It 

13 
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ig  not  possible,"  ho  said,  'Ho  save  him.  He  pat  na  to  no 
proof^  but  in  an  open,  manly  manner,  confessed  every  thing 
bat  a  premeditated  design  to  deceive.  Woald  to  Ood  the 
wretch  who  drew  him  to  death  could  have  suffered  in  his 
place!" 

Arnold's  flight,  however,  gave  birth  to  equally  strong,  but 
very  difTorcnt  feelings  in  Steuben's  breast.  He  let  no  occasioii 
pass  to  manifest  his  utmost  abhorrence  of  the  name  and  char- 
acter of  the  traitor,  whose  name  ever  grated  harshly  oa 
Steuben's  car.  It  is  characterized  by  an  anecdote  frequently 
told,  and  published  in  ahnost  as  many  different  forms  as  nar- 
rators, which  we  give  hero  after  Jones,*  in  the  correct  version, 
as  it  was  obtained  from  the  former  neighbors  of  Jonathan 
Steuben. 

"  On  one  occasion,  after  the  treason,  the  bai'on  was  on  pa- 
rade at  roll-call,  when  the  detested  name,  Arnold,  was  heard 
in  one  of  the  infantry  companies  of  the  Coimecticut  line.  The 
baron  immediately  called  the  unfortunate  possessor  to  the 
front  of  the  company.  He  was  a  perfect  model  for  his  profes- 
sion ;  clothes,  arms,  and  equipments  in  the  most  perfect  order. 
The  practiced  eye  of  the  baron  soon  scanned  the  soldier,  and, 
*Call  at  my  marquee,  after  you  are  dismissed,  brother  sol- 
dier,' was  his  only  remark.  After  Arnold  was  dismissed  from 
parade,  he  called  at  the  baron's  quarters  as  directed.  The 
baron  said  to  him,  'You  are  too  fine  a  soldier  to  bear  the 
name  of  a  traitor— change  it  at  once,  change  it  at  once.' 
*But  what  name  shall  I  take?'  replied  Arnold.  'Any  that 
you  please,  any  that  you  please ;  take  mine,  if  you  can  not  suit 
yourself  better;  mine  is  at  your  service.'  Arnold  at  once 
agreed  to  the  proposition,  and  immediately  repaired  to  his  or- 
derly, and  Jonathan  Steuben  forthwith  graced  the  company 
roll,  in  lieu  of  the  disgraced  name  of  him  who  had  plotted 
treason  to  his  country.    After  the  United  States  had  con- 

*  Annals  and  RecoUections  of  Onoida  County,  by  Ponaroy  Jonea.     Svo. 
Home,  1851,  p.  441. 
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queted  thdr  independence  onr  hero  returned  to  Connectioat, 
snd  on  bis  petition  the  General  Court  legalized  the  change  of 
name.*  A  few  years  after,  he  wrote  the  baron,  who  bad  now 
settled  on  his  patent  in  this  country,  that  ho  had  married  and 
bad  a  fine  son  bom,  and  that  he  had  named  him  Frederick 
William.  The  baron  replied,  that  when  the  son  had  arrived 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  would  give  him  a  farm.  The 
baron  soon  after  paid  the  debt  of  nature,  but  his  letter  was 
carefully  preserved.  A  few  years  after  its  settlement,  Jona- 
than Steuben  removed  to  the  town  of  Steuben,  with  his  family. 
When  Frederick  William  arrived  at  his  majority,  the  letter 
was  presented  to  Colonel  Walker,  one  of  the  baron's  executors, 

*  We  insert  here  a  copj  of  tho  petition  found  among  the  Steuben  MS. 
papers  in  Utica^  as  characteristic  of  the  man  and  of  the  spirit  of  the  times  : 
Statb  op  CoxNEcncxrr. — At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Governor  and  Gom- 
panj  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  in  America,  holdeu  at  Hartford,  by  spe- 
cial order  of  the  Governor,  on  the  eighth  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three : 
Upon  the  Memorial  of  Jonathan  Arnold,  of  Hartford,  in  the  county  of  Hart- 
ford, in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  he  is  a  ser- 
geant in  the  Continental  army,  and  unfortunately  bears  the  surname  of  the 
infamous  Benedict  Arnold,  once  a  Major  General  in  tho  Armies  of  the  United 
States,  now  a  traytor  and  deserter;  that  some  time  afler  the  desertion  of  the 
Boid  Benedict,  the  Honorable  Major  General  Baron  Steuben,  pitying  tho  Mis- 
fortune of  any  person  Friendly  to  tho  American  cauno  doomed  to  bear  the 
same  name  with  a  Notorious  Traytor,  offered  tho  Memorialist  Liberty  to  as- 
lome  the  Name  of  Steuben,  and  by  that  name  to  bo  known  and  called,  and 
engaged  to  your  Memorialist,  on  his  taking  and  assuming  the  said  name  of 
Steuben,  to  pay  him  the  sum  of  Two  Dollars  per  month,  during  tho  present 
war,  etc. ;  praying  this  Assembly  to  permit  him  to  assume  tho  surname  of 
Steuben,  and  by  that  Name  to  be  hereafter  known  and  called,  as  per  Memo- 
rial on  file.     Dated  January,  A.  D.  1 783  : 

Be  it  Enacted,  by  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Representatives,  in  Gen- 
eral Court  Assembled,  and  by  tlie  authority  of  the  same,  that  the 
said  Memorialist  have  Liberty,  aud  Liberty  is  hereby  granted  to 
him,  to  take  upon  himself  tho  surname  of  Steuben  instead  of  that 
of  Arnold,  and  that  tho  Memorialist's  surname  bo  Steuben,  and 
that  by  that  Name,  in  all  legal  proceedings,  he  bo  ever  hereafter 
known  and  called. 

A  true  copy.  Examined  by 

Gboegb  Wyllys, 

Secretary. 
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who  »t  onco  executed  to  btm  a  deed,  in  fee,  of  fifty  norefl  OF-  . 
luid,  but  which  hod  been  previously  leased  to  Samuel  Sizor^ 
ftud  as  the  recipient  preferred  the  enjoymout  of  the  laud  to  tbe 
receipt  of  the  rents,  he  purchased  the  lease,  and  at  once  went 
into  possession. 

"Jonathan  StoubcQ  lived  to  become  a  pensioner,  and  died 
•Otne  fifteen  or  sisteen  years  since.  His  widow  survived  him  ; 
she  also  drew  a  pension. 

"  In  the  war  of  1 812,  Frederick  Willmm  went  with  the  ml- 
Etia  to  Saokctl's  Harbor,  where  he  was  taken  sick  and  died. 
For  his  services  his  widow  received  a  pension.  He  was  order- 
ly sergeant  of  his  company,  and  with  the  name  of  the  banm 
be  seems  to  have  inherited  at  least  a  portion  of  his  distinguiab- 
iug  qaaliUcHlious,  for  he  was  c»DHidercd  one  of  the  beet  discip- 
a  in  his  regiment." 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

iBAlOm   WHT  WAWUiaTON,  IK    178Q,    DID    VOT    A8BUMB   Tin    OmifSITS,— SnUBBlli 
TWO    PlAKS  or  0PKRAT10!r. — COXTBNTS    OF    TOS    FIUT    PlAK.— CoaTRSm    OV  TBI 

HHXiirD  Plax,  wKrrnnr  on  trb  lOm  or  Sbptbmbsb,  1780.— WAAiinrOTOJr  aovs  S 
CoaroBxiTT  wrrn  Stbubbx^s  Pbopositioxb. 

THERE  were  two  principal  reasons  why  Washington  did 
not  assume  the  ofTensive  in  1780,  and  strike  a  decisive 
Uow.  In  the  first  place,  the  thirteen  States  did  not  famish 
one  half  of  their  contingent  which  they  ought  to  have  fur- 
nished ;  and*  then  the  assistance  from  France,  particularly  the 
fleet,  was  too  long  delayed  to  open  the  campaign  with  them. 

It  is,  however,  interesting,  notwithstanding  this  forced  in- 
activity of  Washington,  to  follow  the  plans  in  detail,  which  he 
formed  in  the  beginning  of  summer.  We  therefore  subjoin 
here  two  proposals*  made  by  Steuben,  which  give  a  clear  view 
of  the  situation,  and  prove  the  ability  and  activity  of  their 
author  in  another  capacity.  The  first  of  these  has  no  date, 
but  it  must  have  been  written  between  the  arrival  of  the  news 
of  the  surrender  of  Charleston,  and  that  of  Rochambeau  in 
Newport,  and,  therefore,  probably,  in  the  beginning  of  June. 
It  reads  as  follows : 

"  The  great  preparation  made  by  the  belligerent  powers  in 
Europe,  since  last  December,  announced  an  intention  on  both 
sides  to  render  this  campaign  as  decisive  as  possible.  The  in- 
tentions of  the  court  of  France  were  made  known  to  the 
honorable  Congress  the  beginning  of  January  last,  by  the 
minister,  who  at  the  same  time  exhorted  the  United  States  to 
employ  every  effort  in  making  the  neccsnary  preparations  for 

*  StouboQ  Ma  Papen^  Utioa. 
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a  vigOFoas  campaign  on  their  part.  It  is  not  now  necessarj  to 
examine  into  the  motives  that  prevented  the  different  Legis- 
latures from  making  the  necessary  arrangements.  Bat  it  is 
proper  to  know  that,  instead  of  aagmenting  oar  force,  it  baa 
diminished  near  five  thousand  men,  whose  term  of  service  has 
expired. 

^^  About  tliis  time,  also,  Charleston  was  invested,  and  it  did 
not  require  any  superior  knowledge  in  the  art  of  war  to  pre- 
sume the  place  would  fall.  This  has,  in  fact,  happened  ;  and 
by  the  capture  of  the  garrison  wo  have  suffered  a  loss  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  men.  These,  added  to  the  five  thoo- 
sand  above  mentioned,  make  about  one  half  the  force  we  bad 
last  campaign. 

"On  the  arrival  of  the  Marquis  De  Lafayette,  the  latter 
end  of  April,  we  were  assured  of  the  intentions  of  the  court 
of  France  to  send  a  fleet  of  ships-of-the-line,  and  seven  or 
eight  thousand  troops,  to  cooperate  with  the  American  forces 
on  the  continent,  in  such  manner  as  Congress  should  judge  for 
the  interest  of  the  United  States.  It  was  then  thought  proper 
to  reinforce  the  army,  and  accordingly  Congress  recommend- 
ed, and  the  States  resolved,  to  raise  troops  for  that  purpose. 
But  the  bad  state  of  our  finances,  with  other  difiiculties,  which 
have  occurred,  has  prevented  the  execution  of  these  resolves 
to  the  present  moment.  Such  is  the  situation  of  things  at  this 
time. 

"  The  enemy  having  left  a  garrison  of  three  thousand  men 
at  Charleston,  are  returned  with  the  remainder  of  their  force 
to  New  York,  where  they  have  about  ten  thousand  regular 
troops,  and  four  thousand  new  levies,  in  all  foui-teen  thousand, 
together  with  four  ships-of-the-line  in  the  harbor;  besides 
which  it  is  reported  that  Admiral  Graves  has  arrived  at  Pe- 
nobscot with  a  fleet,  the  force  of  which  wc  have  not  ascer- 
tained. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  we  are  in  expectation  of  the  arrival 
of  the  promised  succor  from  our  allies,  and  expect  to  receive 


LXFB     OF     STEUBBN.  31NI 

from  the  different  States  the  nuinbor  of  men,  and  every  other 
Hflostance  necessary  to  cooperate  with  tliem,  and  strike  a  de- 
cisiye  stroke,  whenever  the  commander-in-chief  shall  think 
proper  to  direct  his  operations. 

"  The  several  objects  which  present  themselves  are,  first, 
the  redaction  of  Xew  York,  with  the  capture  of  the  garrison 
•i— an  event  which  will  terminate  the  war.  The  second  object 
is  the  conquest  of  Canada — an  event  which  must,  first  or  last, 
take  place,  to  secure  the  peace  of  the  continent,  from  which 
many  immediate  advantages  must  result  to  the  United  States. 
It  will  secure  our  frontier  from  the  savages,  and  by  changing 
the  seat  of  war  relieve  the  States  of  New  York  and  Jersey, 
which  have  so  considerably  suffered  ;  while,  at  the  same  time, 
we  can  take  every  advantage  of  the  French  fleet,  without  the 
assistance  of  which  an  attempt  to  conquer  Canada  must  prove 
abortive  and  ineffectual. 

"  The  third  object  is  the  reduction  of  Halifax  and  Penob- 
scot--objects  important  to  us  in  proportion  as  they  are  perni- 
cious to  the  enemy  by  the  loss  of  their  navnl  magazines,  which 
are  of  the  greatest  importance  for  carrying  on  their  opera- 
tions on  this  continent. 

"  The  fourth  object  is  the  retaking  of  Charleston,  by  which 
the  enemy  will  lose  the  whole  fruits  of  an  extensive  campaign, 
and  we  shall  receive  a  principal  port  for  the  exportation  of 
our  most  valuable  produce,  tobacco  and  indigo. 

"  I  might  add  a  fifth  object,  which  is  the  reduction  of  the 
Floridas,  by  the  assistance  of  the  Spaniards,  but  this  appears 
too  distant,  compared  with  the  others. 

**  We  must  now  examine  which  of  these  objects  is  the  most 
im|)ortant  to  us,  the  most  destructive  to  the  enemy,  and  in 
&ct  the  most  decisive.  We  must  then  examine  the  means 
necessary  to  attain  success  in  any  and  every  of  these  objects, 
without  risking  every  thing ;  and  lastly,  we  must  examine 
what  means  we  can  reckon  on  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 

"The  first  object  is  the  taking  of  New  York  with  its  gant 
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son — without  donbt  the  most  important  of  the  whole.   A  soi^ 

cess  in  this  trill,  in  all  probability,  terminate  the  war.  New 
York  once  reduced,  the  peace,  independence  and  happiness  of 
America  are  established .  To  attain  this  object,  so  important  for 
us,  let  us  consider  the  situation  and  strength  of  the  enemy,  and 
what  will  be  necessary  on  our  part  to  succeed.  The  strength 
of  the  enemy  is  foui-teen  thousand  men.  These  are  divided 
'  on  Long  Island,  Staten  Island,  and  York  ishmd,  on  each  of 
which  they  are  strongly  intrenched,  and  without  doubt  suffi- 
ciently provided  with  artillery  and  ammunition.  With  respect 
to  provisions  we  arc  not  ceitaiu ;  but  it  is  very  likely  that 
they  are  provided  at  least  for  three  months.  The  port  of  New 
York  blockaded  and  the  place  invested  by  land,  nothing  re- 
mains for  the  enemy  but  to  defend  themselves  to  the  last 
extremity,  or,  by  signing  the  capitulation,  to  give  peace  and 
independence  to  America.  Can  we  expect  this  but  in  the  last 
necessity  ?  Lot  us  now  see  what  means  we  have  to  force  them 
to  it.  According  to  the  calculations  of  the  greatest  military 
men,  to  invest  a  fortified  place  requires  thrice  the  number  of 
the  garrison.  The  situation  of  the  place  and  other  circum- 
stances, especially  having  nothing  to  foar  from  without,  may 
induce  a  general  to  undertake  it  with  double  the  number  of 
the  garrison ;  but  I  know  very  few  examples  of  such  an  enter- 
prise being  undertaken  with  less,  especially  when  the  most 
expensive  preparations  are  necessary  for  the  undertaking. 
Reckoning,  therefore,  the  enemy's  force  at  fourteen  thousand, 
we  miLSt  at  least  have  twenty-eight  thousand  for  this  enter- 
prise. Our  present  force  is  about  seven  thousand,  and  Ave 
expect  about  six  or  seven  thousand  French  troops  to  cooper- 
ate with  us.  We  want,  therefore,  a  reinforcement  of  fourteen 
thousand  recruits  to  have  double  the  number  of  the  enemy. 
Our  army  "will  then  consist  of  fourteen  thousand  soldiers  and 
fourteen  thousand  recruits.  But  may  we  expect  ten  thousand  ? 
If  ^vc  receive  the  fourteen  thousand  recruits  between  this  and 
the  1st  of  August,  with  respect  to  the  number  of  men,  we 
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majj  I  think,  undertake  the  enterprise.  With  the  arms  and 
ammaoition  we  expect  with  the  French  fleet,  and  those  we 
hmve  now  in  store,  I  think  we  shall  be  sufficiently  provided  in 
that  respect.  I  will  take  it  for  granted  that  the  States  have 
taken  precantions  for  providing  the  array  with  provisions  and 
forage  necessary  for  the  enterprise.  With  respect  to  artillery 
I  suppose  that  with  what  we  have,  added  to  what  the  French 
will  bring,  and  what  the  State  of  Massachusetts  can  lend  us, 
we  shall  have  a  sufficient  number  of  cannon,  but  I  am  not  cer- 
tain if  we  shall  have  a  sufficiency  of  bombs.  I  suppose,  also, 
that  the  States  of  York  and  Jersey  will  furnish  workmen,  arti- 
ficers and  material  necessary  for  constructing  the  batteries  and 
other  works  necessary  for  a  regular  siege.  In  fact,  I  take  for 
granted  that  the  whole  of  the  States  will  exert  every  nerve 
to  assist  in  an  enterprise  on  which  so  much  depends.  In  this 
ease  we  ought  certainly  to  undertake  the  enterprise  against 
New  York.  But  as  success  will  depend  in  some  measure  on 
naval  operations,  it  is  necessary  to  compare  the  force  we  may 
expect,  with  that  of  the  enemy.  At  present  wo  only  know 
with  certainty  that  the  enemy  have  four  ships-of-tho-line  at 
New  York.  What  the  French  will  bring,  or  what  force  Ad- 
miral Graves  has  with  him,  is  uncertain.  We  should,  there- 
fore, consider  whether  we  can  hazard  the  enterprise  with  a 
lS}rce  of  three  or  four  vessels  less  than  the  enemy.  This  can 
only  be  determined  by  those  who  are  more  acquainted  with 
naval  operations.  But  taking  it  for  granted  that  we  can,  we 
have  only  to  consider  the  manner  of  carrying  it  into  execu- 
tion. It  is  impossible  for  me  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  opera- 
tions necessary  for  the  fleet — operations  in  which  I  confess 
myself  entirely  ignorant.  Nor  shall  I  mention  any  further 
than  it  is  necessary  they  should  facilitate  and  cover  the  move- 
ments of  the  army.  As  the  little  knowledge  I  have  of  the 
ground  is  gained  entirely  from  maps  and  information,  my 
opinion  on  the  operations  of  the  army  will,  doubtless,  in  many 

instances,  be  erroneous,  and  I  submit  it  entirely  to  the  judg- 

13* 
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inent  of  the  oommander-in-chlef  and  those  officers  who  ara 
better  acquainted  with  the  ground  than  I  am. 

'^  Having  on  our  part  the  number  of  men  and  means  be- 
fore mentioned,  the  French  fleet  sliould  enter  the  harbor  and 
immediately  land  two  thousand  men  on  Stateu  Island  ;  at  the 
same  time  the  Jersey  brigade,  with  one  thousand  militia^ 
should  go  on  the  island  and  join  them.  If  the  enemy  on  the 
island  stay  there  till  this  is  done,  it  api)ears  to  me  their  retreat 
to  New  York  will  be  cut  off  by  the  fleet,  and  none  left  but  by 
way  of  Constable's  Pohit  or  Bergen  Neck,  which  I  should 
think  might  be  also  cut  ofi*  by  a  suflieicnt  force  towards  Paa- 
lus  Hook.  Their  works  on  the  island  must  then  be  replaced 
either  by  assault,  cannonade,  or  bombardment,  and  that  ^^ar^. 
of  their  force,  which  I  estimate  at  from  fourteen  hundred  to 
sixteen  hundred  men,  must  be  ours  whether  we  succeed  at 
New  York  or  not.  In  this  enterprise  I  doubt  not  the  Jeraeys 
will  assist  with  a  great  many  brave  volunteers,  who  will  ren- 
der the  success  still  more  probable.  I  do  not  imagine  the 
enemy  will  undertake  to  defend  Statcn  Island  without  hav- 
ing reason  to  expect  a  supeiiority  on  the  water.  But  what- 
ever may  bo  their  determination  thereon,  ours  must  be  to  ren- 
der ourselves  nia'iters  of  the  island  as  soon  as  we  possibly 
can.  In  the  meantime  our  army  should  pass  the  North  river, 
and  approach  towards  King's  liriUge.  For  the  safety  of  this 
maneuver  I  8upj)08e  some  frigates  or  vessels  of  force  should 
run  up  the  North  river.  The  enemy  will  then  be  shut  up  on 
York  island  and  the  Heights  of  Brooklyn.  Should  we  attempt 
our  approaches  on  York  island,  the  great  number  of  works 
they  have  would  afford  them  the  opportunity  of  disputing 
every  inch  ot*  ground,  and  even  where  they  have  no  works 
the  nature  of  the  ground  is  such  that  our  superiority  of  num- 
bers would  be  rendered  useless.  Suppose,  on  the  contrary, 
tliat  two  or  three  Continental  brigades,  a  large  number  of 
militia,  and  all  the  eavalry  could  shut  uj)  the  enemy  at  King's 
Bridge,  whilst  the  remainder  of  the  army,  joined  with  four 
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thousand  French  troops,  go  on  Long  Island,  and  form  a  regu- 
lar attack  on  their  works  at  Brooklyn ;  these  once  red  need, 
either  by  regular  approaches  or  by  a  coup  de  main^  the  situa- 
tion of  the  enemy  would  become  critical.  We  could  establish 
batteries  and  bombard  the  city.  The  French  troops  alone 
oould  guard  those  Heights,  whilst  all  our  array  might  enter  by 
King's  Biidge  and  shut  the  enemy  within  narrower  limits. 
In  the  meantime  the  fleet  might  enter  the  East  river,  bum 
'  the  vessels,  and  afford  us  an  oppoitunity  of  harassing  the 
enemy  in  their  position  on  York  island.  Tlie  remainder  of 
onr  operations  follow,  of  course.  If  we  amve  at  this  period 
of  the  affair,  success  and  glory  will  attend  lis.  To  cover  onr 
passage  to  Long  Island,  to  keep  open  the  communication,  and  to 
protect  the  vessels  that  may  arrive  to  our  assistance  from  New 
England,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  couple  of  vessels  of 
force  in  the  Sound,  which  may  be  detached  for  that  purpose 
round  the  east  end  of  Long  Island. 

"  Allowing  as  granted  all  the  favorable  suppositions  which 
precede  my  plan  for  this  enterprise,  I  would  also  wish  and  ex- 
pect that  all  America,  and  especially  New  England,  would  con- 
cur in  assisting  all  in  their  power,  that  all  privateering  should 
be  susi)ended,  and  every  vessel,  whether  large  or  small,  should 
be  employed  in  seconding  an  enterprise  of  such  imjK)rtanco, 
on  which  the  salvation  of  America  so  much  depends. 

"  The  more  important  this  enterprise  is,  the  more  ought 
we  to  be  cautious  in  undertaking  it  without  a  certain  proba- 
bility of  success.  Nothing,  it  is  true,  can  be  gained  without 
risk ;  but  prudence  will  dictate  to  us  not  t/)  hazard  in  one 
unhappy  hour  what  has  cost  us  so  much  trouble  and  danger. 
Let  New  York  be  our  first  object  for  gaining  an  honorable 
peace,  but  let  it  be  our  last  if  we  are  to  risk  for  it  not  only 
our  own  honor,  but  that  of  our  allies.  If  we  are  not  very 
certsnn  that  the  fleet  of  our  allies  is  at  least  equal  to  that  of 
the  enemy — if  our  land  force  does  not  exceed  that  of  the  en- 
emy by  ten  thousand  men — if  we  have  not  the  necessary  am- 
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inanition,  provision,  nnd  other  necessaries  to  the  enterpriae— 
if  our  operations  can  not  begin  before  the  20th  of  August — ^I 
say,  in  imy  of  these  cases,  I  reject  all  thought  of  the  enterprise, 
and  refer  to  the  second  object,  which  is  the  conquest  of  Can- 
ada. 

^^  I  have  already  mentioned  the  advantages  which  may  be 
expected  from  this  oiitorprisc.  To  them  I  add  two  other  mo- 
tives, which  appear  to  me  important.  In  the  first  place,  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country  who  are  well  affected  to  our  cause 
have  been  in  anxious  expectation  of  our  ass'istance  since  the 
taking  of  the  northern  army.  Seeing  that  we  do  nothing  for 
their  assistance,  they  will  detach  themselves  from  our  interest, 
and  attach  themselves  to  the  enemy.  In  the  second  pbice,  we 
can  never  hope  so  favorable  an  opportmiity  as  the  present, 
when  we  have  a  French  fleet  and  army  to  second  the  enter- 
prise. The  reciprocal  attachment  the  Canadians  and  French 
have  for  each  other,  would  also  make  both  act  with  more  zeal 
and  vigor.  In  this  enterprise,  as  well  as  that  against  New 
York,  I  would  also  suppose  the  supeiiority  of  the  French 
fleet,  without  which  all  the  operations  will  be  attended  with 
much  difficulty.  But,  taking  the  superiority  for  granted,  I 
would  desire  that  the  fleet  should  enter  the  port  of  Newport 
and  land  and  refresh  the  troops ;  the  ships  named  for  the  ex- 
pedition, with  hiilf  the  French  troops,  should  then  proceed  for 
the  river  St.  Lawronce,  provided  with  every  thing  necessary 
for  the  siege  of  Quebec,  and  with  four  thousand  stand  of  arms, 
with  ammunition,  to  distribute  to  the  Canadians  who  would 
join  ;  the  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  brigades  to  be  also 
embarked  on  the  French  fleet,  and  joined  with  the  French  for 
this  expedition  ;  Stark's  and  Hand's  brigades  to  go  up  the  Con- 
necticut river,  and  enter  Canada  by  the  road  made  by  Colonel 
Hazen,  and  fonn  a  junction  with  the  French  troops. 

"  The  taking  of  Quebec  would  certainly  be  the  principal 
object  in  this  expedition  ;  but  we  should  put  ourselves  in  a 
state  of  safety  in  the  countrv.  even  should  Quebec  not  be  ro- 
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doeed  in  the  course  of  this  campaign.  If  I  am  not  wrongly 
infermed,  the  river  St.  Lawrence  forms  a  strait  twenty-four 
Holes  below  Quebec,  where  the  channel  does  not  permit  the 
entry  of  more  than  one  vessel  at  the  time,  by  which  means 
the  passage  to  Quebec  may,  perhaps,  be  disputed  by  some 
vessels  or  frigates.  However,  of  this  the  old  French  seamen 
will  be  the  best  judges.  The  little  general  knowledge  I  have 
of  that  country  docs  not'  permit  me  to  sketch  out  a  plan  for 
the  operations  which  may  be  practicable.  This  expedition 
will  change  our  campaign  in  this  quarter  to  a  defensive  one. 
We  shall  have  the  troops  from  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  joined  with  three 
thousand  French  troops,  the  cavalry,  and  in  case  of  necessity, 
a  bo<ly  of  militia,  to  keep  the  enemy  in  New  York.  I  even 
think  we  might  do  this  and  reserve  a  detachment  of  French 
troops  at  Newport. 

"  Should  the  enemy  send  any  detachments  from  New  York 
we  shall  perhaps  be  able  with  the  lielj)  of  the  French  vessels 
left  on  our  coasts,  to  form  an  expedition  against  Penobscot  or 
some  other  place.  The  expedition  against  New  York  being 
laid  aside,  the  danger  would  not  bo  so  imminent,  should  we, 
instead  of  twelve  or  fourteen  thousand,  receive  only  seven 
or  eight  thousand  recruits,  and  it  is  in  this  cose  that  I  would 
pro]K>se  an  expedition  to  Canada,  not  to  lose  the  advantages 
to  be  deiived  from  the  French  fleet  and  anny. 

"  The  third  object  which  presents  itself  is  the  conquest  at 
Halifax,  on  which  I  can  say  nothing.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
should  be  undertaken  only  in  case  we  can  not  hope  for  success 
from  the  first  and  second  objects ;  that  then  wo  should  keep 
Irith  our  army  entirely  on  the  defensive,  and  leave  this  expo- 
dition  entirely  to  the  French  general  and  admiral. 

"The  fourth  object  is  the  retaking  of  Charleston ;  certainly 
a  very  interesting  object  for  us,  but  equally  difficult  and  ex- 
pensive. And  as  this  season  will  not  peinuit  us  to  :ict  in  that 
country,  I  am  of  opinion  that  afler  having  trieii  something  to 
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the  northward  wo  may  then  see  what  is  to  be  done  in  that 
warm  climate  in  a  season  more  advanoed,  and  consequently 
more  lavorablo  for  miUtaiy  operations. 

^'  I  say  little  of  the  conquest  of  Florida.  If  our  southern 
States  should  perceive  that  the  Spaniards  have  any  real  inten- 
tion i^ainst  that  quarter,  I  doubt  not  they  will  afford  every 
assistance  the  proximity  of  their  situation  permits." 

The  second  proposition  bears  date  the  lOth  of  September, 
1780,  therefore,  at  a  time  when  the  proposed  attack  against 
New  York  was  already  abandoned,  and  Washington  obliged  to 
confine  himself  to  the  defensive  from  want  of  troops.  It  is  a 
very  able  expos^,  and  contains  ideas  and  historical  parallels 
which  prove  that  Steuben  w:is  an  able  staff  ofHcer  and  a  credit 
to  his  military  school,  even  in  this  line.    It  is  as  follows : 

^^  By  the  state  of  afiairs  that  your  Excellency  has  been 
pleased  to  lay  before  the  council  of  war,  our  situation  seems 
snch  that  it  will  be  extremely  diflicult  to  determine  what 
should  be  our  operations  during  the  course  of  this  campaign. 
The  only  thing  that  appears  certain  is  that  neither  circum- 
stances nor  the  means  we  have,  permit  us  at  the  present  mo- 
ment to  think  of  any  offensive  operation  whatever.  What 
can  be  undertaken  against  an  enemy  placed  on  three  islands^ 
superior  in  naval  force,  and  at  least  equal  in  land  force,  with- 
out mentioning  the  advantages  that  an  army  of  veterans  has 
over  one,  the  half  of  which  is  composed  of  young  recruits  ? 
We  can  not  even  expect  to  keep  them  withm  their  limits. 
They  have  it  in  their  power  to  pass  the  rivers  and  make  incur- 
sions wherever  they  think  proper,  and  I  shall  be  much  aston- 
ished if  the  enemy  do  not  assemble  their  whole  force,  pass  the 
river  and  try  to  engage  us  in  a  general  action.  If  any  con- 
sideration prevents  them  it  is  that,  having  so  large  a  propor- 
tion of  German  troops,  they  are  apprehensive  of  their  desert- 
ing on  such  an  occasion,  while  the  English  fleet  blocks  the 
port  of  New  York,  and  thereby  prevents  a  junction  with  the 
French  troops. 
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"Let  lis 'examine  what  the  enemy  could  risk  by  sach  an 
enterprise.  We  could  not  hinder  their  debarkation ;  they  can 
take  a  position  opposite  to  ours,  and  keep  up  a  sure  commu- 
nication to  their  vessels  on  the  river,  and  to  Panlus  Hook. 
They  can  firom  thence  examine  our  position,  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, is  good  for  defense  in  front,  and  even  on  the  flank ;  but  so 
soon  as  the  enemy  make  a  movement  towards  our  loft,  we  shall 
be  obliged  to  quit  this  position,  to  gain  a  march  of  them  towards 
King's  FeiTy.  In  either  case  wo  aro  exposed  to  a  general  af- 
&]r,  in  which,  for  the  above-mentioned  reasons,  the  enemy  has 
no  other  risk  but  a  repulse.  In  an  army  of  old  soldiers  a  check 
exposes  it  only  to  the  loss  of  a  certain  number  of  men  ;  but 
in  an  army  composed  of  one  half  recruits,  a  check  often  brings 
on  a  total  defeat.  If  our  position  was  at  such  a  distance  from 
the  North  river,  that  a  body  of  militia,  mixed  with  some  light 
trooi)s,  could  threaten  their  rear  and  cut  oif  their  communi- 
cation, in  that  case  we  might,  I  think,  venture  to  ofier  them  a 
general  action. 

"  I  repeat  that  I  think  our  position  advantageous.  Our  front 
is  covered  by  Ilackensack  river,  and  by  throwing  some  large 
trees  in  it,  at  the  places  where  it  may  be  forded,  the  enemy 
might  be  prevented  from  forcing  a  passage  to  a  good  distance 
on  our  left.  But  if  this  position  had  been  one  or  two  marches 
further  from  the  place  where  the  enemy  could  debark,  without 
losing  sight  of  the  two  objects  we  have  in  view,  which  are  the 
communication  with  Pennsylvania  and  with  King's  Ferry,  I 
confess  I  should  think  it  more  advantageous.  But  in  this  case 
we  must  abandon  Dobbs's  Ferry,  which  I  should  think  can  bo 
easily  reoccupied,  whenever  our  circumstances  will  permit  us 
to  act  offensively.  In  our  present  situation  I  can  not  think  it 
of  any  great  utility,  and  I  fear  that  the  enemy  will  one  day 
carry  it  without  our  being  able  to  secure  it. 

"  Upon  a  general  view  of  the  situation,  and  especially  after 
the  unhappy  affair  to  the  southward,  I  think  that  our  only  ob- 
ject should  be  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  till  some 
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more  fortunate  cTcnts  permit  us  to  act  on  our  part.  To  do 
this  I  would  not  only  wish  tlie  army  to  bo  kept  together,  but 
I  should  wish  for  as  speedy  a  junction  as  possible  with  the 
French  troops.  How  far  this  will  bo  possible,  both  with  re- 
spect to  the  safety  of  the  French  fleet  and  the  subsistence,  in 
case  they  join,  I  confess  I  am  not  able  to  judge.  But  suppose 
it  ])ossiblo,  we  shall  then  be  superior  to  any  force  that  the  en- 
emy can  bring  against  us,  and  they  will  consequently  bo  obliged 
to  keep  on  their  islands,  till  the  arnval  of  a  fleet  of  our  allies 
gives  us  an  opportunity  to  change  our  system.  What  appears 
to  me  most  likely  is,  that  the  enemy,  after  the  defeat  of  Gen- 
eral Gates,  will  endeavor  to  push  their  conquest  to  the  south- 
ward, and  being  sure  that  we  are  not  able  to  undertake  any 
thing  against  the  three  islands,  they  will  embark  what  troops 
can  bo  spared,  and  make  a  descent  in  Virginia,  where  there  is 
nothing  but  militia  to  oppose  their  progress.  IIow  to  stop 
them  in  that  quarter  is  the  most  difficult  to  answer.  The  succes- 
sive detachments  we  have  already  sent  have  lost  us  the  troops 
of  six  States.  Always  inferior  to  the  enemy,  and  not  sup- 
ported by  the  provincials  or  militia,  they  have  been  sacrificed 
as  fast  as  they  have  been  sent.  Can  we  now  risk  to  expose 
the  Pennsylvania  line  to  the  same  fate  ?  At  any  rate  we  can 
not  before  the  junction  of  the  French  troops  with  our  army, 

"  But  suppose  this  line  was  detached,  considenng  how 
much  they  would  be  weakened  in  the  march,  by  desertion  and 
sickness,  they  would  not  be  sufficient  to  resist  the  enemy  with- 
out the  assistance  of  a  considerable  corps  of  militia.  So  soon 
as  the  southci-n  States  have  a  body  of  at  least  three  thousand 
men,  and  we  are  joined  by  the  French,  I  will  not  then  hesi- 
tate in  giving  my  advice  to  reinforce  them  by  sending  the  Penn- 
sylvania line  to  the  southward ;  but  I  should  give  it  up  for 
lost,  if  it  was  to  be  opposed  alone  to  the  efforts  of  the  En- 
glish. 

"  To  attempt  to  retake,  by  detachments  of  our  array,  what 
we  have  lost  in  that  quarter,  we  shall  in  the  end  be  defeated 
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by  detaiL  I  oonld  cite  many  examples  in  Europe  where  whole 
armies  have  been  defeated  by  detachment.  Prince  Eugene, 
Against  the  French,  risked  his  reputation  and  the  loss  of  the 
boose  of  Austria  for  having  weakened  his  army  by  detach- 
ment— ^he  was  totally  defeated  by  detail.  But  our  own  expe- 
rience will  suffice.  The  troops  of  six  States  have  already  been 
lost,  and  if  these  States  can  not,  or  will  not,  replace  their 
troops,  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  would  at  last  be  left  to 
defend  the  whoie  thirteen  States. 

**  To  dgtach  any  part  of  the  army  at  present  seems  to  me 
of  more  dangerous  consequences  than  any  progress  the  enemy 
can  make  to  the  southward.  In  £u^  they  can  only  ravage  the 
oountry,  and  this  we  can  not  hinder  even  with  a  superior  force ; 
and  should  they  take  possession  of  any  places  on  the  coast,  so 
soon  as  the  maritime  forces  of  our  allies  bccoige  superior  to 
theirs  on  their  coast,  they  must  abandon  them. 

**  However  critical  our  situation  may  seem  at  present,  the 
moment  the  second  division  of  the  French,  or  a  fleet  from  the 
West  Indies,  arrives  on  the  coast,  the  face  of  affairs  will  en- 
tirely change. 

**The  greatest  danger,  in  my  opinion,  that  can  threaten 
the  country  is  a  defeat  of  our  army.  The  disaffected  would 
then  raise  their  heads,  the  people  would  be  discouraged,  and 
all  our  resources  become  more  difficult.  We  should  even  in 
that  case  lose  every  advantage  that  wo  might  reap  from  the 
arrival  of  a  fleet  of  our  allies  to  our  assistance.  My  opinion 
then  is  absolutely  this,  to  play  a  sure  game,  and  rather  suffer 
some  little  insult  than  risk  the  whole ;  to  keep  our  army  to- 
gether as  much  as  possible,  and  prepare  ourselves  to  act  with 
vig^r  when  our  allies  arrive  to  our  assistance. 

"  To  these  observations  I  must  add,  that  the  only  assistance 
we  ought  to  give  to  the  southern  States  would  bo  to  send  one 
or  two  officers  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  order  established 
in  our  army,  to  give  the  necessary  instructions  to  the  new 
ofllcers  the  States  will  be  obliged  to  create.    This  is,  I  think^ 
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all  vrc  can  do  in  the  present  moment.  Bat  should  a  fleet  of 
our  allies  arrive,  and  put  iis  in  a  situation  to  act  offensively, 
what  are  the  objects  which  then  present  themselres  to  our 
operations  ?  The  season  and  the  strength  of  our  allies  most 
decide  this.  The  enterpi-isc  against  New  York  appears  out 
of  the  question  for  this  campaign,  at  least  if  we  have  not  a 
superiority  by  sea  by  the  15th  instant ;  and  even  then  I  think 
the  force  we  have,  which  is  not  half  from  what  was  demanded 
from  the  States,  will  not  permit  us  to  hazard  it. 

"The  second  object  is  Charleston,  against  which  an  ad- 
vantageous expedition  may  be  carried  on  by  sending  two 
or  three  thousand  men  to  reinforce  those  already  to  the 
southward.  With  the  rest  of  our  army  we  must  take  a  i>osi- 
tion  in  the  mountains  of  West  Point.  The  French  fleet  and 
army  at  Rliode  Island,  joined  with  those  we  expect,  will  be 
able  to  carry  on  the  operations  on  the  sea  side,  whilst  ^ve 
or  six  thousand  men  from  us  can  shut  them  within  their 
lines  at  Charleston.  The  climate  of  that  country  will  per- 
mit us  to  act  in  winter.  The  hanxst  has  been  abundant 
both  in  rice  and  corn,  and  the  country  abounds  in  cattle. 
Nothing  then  is  wanting  but  proper  armngements  to  sui>- 
port  the  troops  destined  for  the  expedition  during  their  ope- 
rations. 

"With  regard  to  an  expedition  against  Canada,  I  must 
confess  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  situation  of 
that  country.  I  am  told  that  an  expedition  by  land  is  most 
practicable  during  the  winter.  If  an  excui*sion  with  a  small 
corps  is  meant,  I  believe  it ;  but  if  we  mean  to  maintain  our 
ground,  I  think  the  cooperation  of  a  fleet  in  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence is  absolutely  necessary,  and  how  far  this  can  take  place 
in  winter,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  judge. 

"  The  other  objects  are  Ilaliflix  and  Penobscot,  the  latter 
of  the  least  importance.  The  operations  by  sea  have  too  much 
influence  in  these  enterprises  for  me  to  form  any  judgment  of 
them. 
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^  In  all  cases  we  Bhoald  endeaTor  to  draw  advantage  from 
tbe  arrival  of  a  fleet,  proportioned  to  the  Buperiority  it  gives 
n»  over  the  enemy.  This  we  may  do,  provided  we  keep  oar 
army  together,  and  are  ready  to  act  immediately  on  their  ar- 
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WE  have  seen  in  chapter  IX.  that  on  the  19th  of  February, 
1779,  Congress,  repealing  all  former  temporary  orders, 
issued  by  the  commander-in-chief,  lirst  resolved  on  the  per- 
manent establishment  of  the  department  of  inspector  general. 
This  plan  was  somewhat  modified  by  the  resolution  of  the  25th 
of  September,  1780. 

We  propose  to  give  in  this  chapter  the  acts,  orders  and 
memorials  constituting  the  exterior  progress  of  the  inspector- 
ship for  the  period  included  between  the  first  and  second  reso- 
lutions, viz.,  from  the  19th  of  February,  1779,  till  the  25tb  of 
September,  1780. 

The  preceding  chapters  have  furnished  amj)le  proof  that 
the  office  of  inspector  was  w^ithout  doubt  the  most  important 
in  the  army,  and  that  Steuben's  preeminence  is  principally 
based  u|K)n  his  labors  in  this  depadment.    He  created  it,  and 
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in  spite  of  the  ill  feelings,  suspicion  and  animosity  of  the  gen- 
eral officers  at  the  beginning,  gradually  extended  its  duties, 
and  finally  sacoeeded  in  convincing  the  whole  army  of  its 
pressing  necesrity.  Without  his  energy  the  Americans  would 
never  hare  gained  confidence  in  their  own  strength  nor  learned 
to  turn  to  account  apparently  adventitious  circumstances. 

In  consequence  of  the  resolve  of  the  18th  of  February, 
1779,  Steuben  formed  his  system  of  regulations,  which,  as 
stated  above,  was  approved  by  Congress,  and  ordered  to  be 
published  on  the  20th  of  March,  1779.  ^^  Congress  having 
established  a  system  of  regulations,"  say  the  general  orders 
of  the  12th  of  May,  1779,*  "the  commander-in-chief  flatters 
Umself  that  all  officers  will  zealously  employ  themselves  to 
become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  them,  and  with  all  possi- 
ble punctuality  and  dispatch  put  them  in  practice  within  the 
limits  of  their  respective  commands.  To  forward  this  desir- 
able purpose,  the  inspector  general  is  immediately  to  enter 
open  the  exercise  of  his  office  as  established  by  Congress. 

"  He  will  take  care  that  copies  of  the  Regulations  are  dis- 
tributed to  all  the  regiments,  one  for  each  officer,  who  is  to  be 
answerable  for  it,  and  in  case  he  quits  the  regiment  is  to  de- 
liver it  up  to  the  commanding  officer.  He  will  give  the  neces- 
sary instructions  to  the  sub-inspectoi's  and  majors  of  brigade, 
relative  to  the  duties  they  are  to  pei-form.  He  will  see  that  a 
unifbrm  formation  takes  place  foithwitb  in  the  several  regi- 
ments, and  whenever  he  perceives  a  regiment  so  far  reduced 
as  not  to  be  able  to  turn  out  under  arms  the  number  prescribed 
for  forming  a  battalion  he  is  to  report  the  same  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief that  the  necessary  arrangements  may  be  made 
accordingly ;  for  the  present  the  battalions  to  be  divided  into 
eight  companies,  from  which  the  light  infantry  will  be  drawn. 
He  will  by  turns  visit  the  different  regiments  at  the  hours  of 
exerdse,  and  see  that  every  thing  is  conducted  in  strict  con- 
formity with  the  regulations.  He  will  at  all  times  pay  particular 

*  Steabea  Ma  Papers,  Utica. 
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attention  that  the  service  of  the  guards  be  petfonnad  with 
the  greatest  exactness." 

Qn  the  22d  of  May  the  duties  of  the  sub-inspectors  were 
defined  by  the  following  general  orders : 

^^  The  sub-inspectors  have  to  consider  themselves  as  under 
the  orders  of  the  commanding  oflicers  of  the  divisions  to  which 
tlicy  belong.  They  are  to  receive  their  instructions  relative 
to  the  department,  from  the  inspector  general,  and  to  see  that 
the  new  regulations  are  carried  strictly  into  execution ;  they  will 
take  the  general  orders  from  the  adjutant  general  and  ooroma- 
nicute  them  to  their  major  generals ;  they  are  to  receive  all  di- 
vision orders  and  communicate  them  to  the  majors  of  brigade. 
When  their  division  is  detached  they  are  to  perform  the  da* 
ties  of  adjutant  general.  On  a  march  they  remain  with  the 
general  commanding  the  division,  and  assist  in  executing  the 
maneuvers.  In  camp  or  garrison  they  4ire  to  see  that  the 
established  duties  are  regularly  performed,  and  particularly  to 
attend  to  the  formation,  and  above  all,  to  the  service  of  the 
guards ;  to  take  care  that  all  orders  are  communicated  with 
precision  and  dispatch,  to  see  the  brigade  majors  themselves 
take  the  order  from  the  adjutant  general,  and  in  case  a  bri- 
gade major  is  sick,  that  duty  must  be  performed  by  some  other 
major  in  the  brigade,  or  by  the  oldest  captain.  To  see  the 
brigade  majors  keep  their  .  .  .  *"  and  detail  in  exact  order, 
and  that  no  regiment  furnishes  more  than  its  proportion  for 
duty.  In  camp  to  have  two  orderly  sergeants  from  the  divi- 
sion to  carry  orders,  and  on  march  a  dragoon  for  that  par- 
pose." 

On  the  20th  of  June  the  duties  of  the  brigade  majors  were 
likewise  defined  by  general  orders : 

^^They  had  to  consider  themselves  as  under  the  orden 
of  the  officer  commanding  the  brigade,  and  to  receive  their 
instructions  relative  to  the  department  from  the  inspector 
general ;  to  remain  on  all  occasions  with  the  brigade ;  to  keep 

*  Tom  off  in  tho  original. 
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the  deimh  and  see  that  every  thing  prescribed  in  the  regu- 
lations is  carried  strictly  into  execution ;  to  be  present  at  the 
fiinnatioa  of  all  goards  and  detachments  from  the  brigade, 
and  see  that  they  are  formed  agreeably  to  the  rules  estab* 
lisfaed ;  to  receive  the  general  orders  from  the  adjutant  gon» 
eral,  and  direct  orders  irom  the  sub-inspector,  both  of  which 
they  are  to  communicate  to  their  brigadier,  and  having  added 
those  he  may  issue,  communicate  the  whole  through  the  adju« 
tants  to  the  several  regiments  in  the  brigade.  If  a  brigade 
major  is  hindered,  by  sickness  or  any  other  cause,  from  attend- 
ing for  orders,  he  is  to  inform  the  brigadier  who  is  to  order 
another  major  or  the  oldest  captain  to  attend  in  his  stead  ;  in 
camp  to  have  an  orderly  sergeant ;  extraordinary  orders  to  be 
sent  from  the  adjutant  general  to  the  nearest  major  of  brigade, 
noting  on  the  order  the  hour  ho  sent  it.  The  brigade  major 
having  taken  a  copy  will  immediately  dispatch  it  to  the  next, 
noting  the  hour,  etc.,  etc. ;  so  with  the  rest  till  it  returns  to  the 
adjutant  general.  When  a  brigade  major  leaves  the  brigade 
to  go  for  orders  or  any  other  purj)ose,  he  must  leave  an  adju- 
tant to  perform  his  duty  in  case  any  order  come  during  his 
absence.  To  regulate  their  watches  by  the  adjutant  general, 
that  the  different  beats  may  begin  at  the  same  time ;  the  bri- 
gade major  of  the  day  to  attend  the  formation  of  all  detach- 
ments in  camp." 

Congress,  on  the  22d  of  June,  1770,  appointed  the  adjutant 
general,  for  the  time  being,  assistant  inspector  general.*  On 
the  Ist  of  July,  Washington  directed  the  regular  monthly  in- 
spections of  the  troops,  by  the  Ibllowing  general  orders  :f 

"  The  whole  army  for  the  future  to  undergo  a  monthly  in- 
spection, in  which  the  state  of  the  arms,  accouterments,  cloth- 
ing, and  camp  equipage,  is  to  be  carefully  examined.  At 
these  inspections  the  follo\ring  returns  to  be  made  to  the  in- 
q)ecior: 

**  1.  A  return  of  the  strength  of  each  company  regimentally 

*  Joamals  of  Congress,  v.,  264.  f  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  Utioa 
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digested,  accounting  for  all  absentees,  together  with  the  altai^ 
ation  since  the  last  return. 

'^  2.  A  return  of  the  different  articles  of  clothbg  in  pos- 
session of  each  corps,  with  the  quantity  received,  lost,  worn 
out,  or  otherwise  deficient,  since  the  last  inspection. 

^^  3.  A  return  of  arms,  ammunition  and  accoutermenta  of 
each  company,  accounting  for  the  alterations,  and  distinguish- 
ing such  as  are  m  the  hands  of  the  men  absent  on  command, 
etc.,  from  those  present." 

It  is  already  seen  that  Steuben,  in  the  course  of  1779,  es- 
tablished, as  much  as  circumstances  allowed,  good  order  and 
discipline  in  the  service,  in  the  exercise  and  maneuvers  of  the 
infantry,  and  the  formation  of  battalions.  His  next  object  was 
to  introduce  economy  in  the  government  of  the  corps,  and  to 
establish  an  administration  calculated  to  stop  the  abuses  hith- 
erto existing  in  the  grant  of  furloughs  and  discharge  of  the 
men,  as  well  as  in  the  waste  of  arms. 

For  this  purpose  Steuben  exerted  hhnself  to  get  the  mus- 
ter-master's and  inspector's  departments  united  in  one.  He  con- 
sidered this  union  as  the  corner-stone,  and  the  only  solid  basis 
on  which  the  edifice  of  inspection  could  be  erected.  Without 
it  the  inspection  was  nothing  more  than  a  nominal  establish- 
ment, the  object  of  which  was  perpetually  regarded  with 
jealousy.  It  was  inconsistent  with  the  proper  duties  of  an 
inspector  to  review  only  the  men,  while  they  were  to  be  mus- 
tered by  another  ;  it  was  impossible  to  discover  and  avoid  the 
disorder  resulting  from  this  duality  ;  it  was  a  wholesale  squan- 
dering of  money  and  time  that  two  duties  which  belonged  to- 
gether were  thus  separated.  Before  the  inspection  was  intro- 
duced, the  muster-master  department  was  supposed  to  perform 
its  task  in  some  way  or  the  other ;  but  afler  the  inspection 
was  established,  it  became  a  nuisance,  and  utterly  superfluous. 
"  Redouble  your  efforts,  my  dear  general,"  wrote  John  Ter- 
nant,  from  Philadelphia,  on  the  30th  of  September,  1779,*  ^'Ihat 

*  Stoubon  MS.  Papon,  vol  i. 
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this  union  may  soon  take  place,  and  that  finally  we  may  de- 
cidedly be  something.  Congress,  some  time  since,  thouglit 
seriously  of  this  plan,  and  I  let  no  opportunity  pass  to  prove 
to  my  acquaintances  what  large  advantages  would  result  from 
it  for  the  army  and  the  public  treasury.  Everybody  seems  to 
wish  this  change,  and  the  matter  would  probably  soon  be  set- 
tled were  it  not  for  the  ministerial  dispatches  which  engage  at 
present  the  attention  and  the  care  of  Congress." 

Steuben,  however,  finally  succeeded.  Congress,  by  reso- 
lution of  the  12th  of  January,  1V80,  discontinued  the  muster- 
ing department,  and  annexed  to  it  that  of  the  inspection,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  commanders  of  corps  and  regiments 
were  compelled  to  give  to  the  inspector  an  exact  account  of 
their  men,  arras,  accouterments,  ammunition,  clothes,  and  camp 
equipage.  It  is  due  to  this  arrangement  that  considerable  sav- 
ings were  eftected  in  men  as  well  as  in  the  abovc-menlionod 
articles.  Only  tVom  tliis  time  can  it  be  said  that  the  insiMJct- 
orship  was  firmly  established. 

On  the  7lh  of  May,  1780,  immediately  after  liis  return  to 
the  camp  at  Morristown,  Steuben  laid  the  following  remarks 
before  the  commander-in-chief:* 

"  The  insjx»ction  in  the  army  has  hitherto  extended  only  to 
the  infantry  in  the  line ;  the  cavalry,  light  iufiintry,  and  inde- 
pendent cori>s  have  yet  no  other  rules  than  the  articles  of  war, 
resolves  of  Congress,  and  occasional  orders  given  them.  Their 
discipline  and  manner  of  performing  the  sen'ice  is  different  as 
they  have  commanders  who  have  each  prescribed  such  rules 
as  they  thought  proper.  This  variety  is  the  greater  in  this 
part  of  the  army,  as  it  has  no  chief  to  establish  uniformity. 

"  The  artillery,  having  a  general  oflicer  at  its  head,  is  not 
subject  to  that  inconvenience ;  the  service  is  more  uniform, 
and  wants  no  other  inspection  but  that  of  its  general,  or  per- 
sons appointed  by  him.  General  Knox  has,  however,  tliought 
proper  to  appoint  an  inspector  of  brigade  to  receive  the  in- 

♦  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  Uticn. 
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structioni  of  the  inspector  general,  and  intfodaoe  them  iaitvllie 
artillery. 

*^  By  a  reaolye  of  Congress  of  January  last,  the  departmenl 
of  muster-master  was  annexed  to  the  inspection,  by  whioh  n^ 
rangement  every  part  of  the  army,  without  exception,  mva/k 
be  reviewed  and  mustered  by  the  inspectors,  and  an  exact  iop 
count  given  of  the  men,  horses,  arms,  accouterments,  dothing^ 
camp  equipage,  and  every  thing  belonging  to  the  Continent. 

'^The  department  having  become  thus  extensive,  vnll  re* 
quire  an  additional  number  of  officers,  and  specific  instructions 
in  the  duties  of  the  inspector  general,  inspectors  and  sqb* 
inspectors.    The  following  resolutions  will  be  necessary : 

^^That  the  department  of  the  inspector  general  shall  ia 
future  consist  of  the  following  officers,  viz. : 

"1.  An  inspector  general. 

^^2.  An  assistant  inspector  general,  to  be  the  adjutant  gen* 
eral  for  the  time  being. 

^^  3.  An  inspector  for  each  division  of  the  army,  to  be  a 
colonel  or  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  line. 

^'  4,  A  sub-inspector  for  each  brigade,  to  be  a  major  or  one 
of  the  oldest  captains  of  the  brigade. 

"6.  An  inspector  for  the  artillery,  artificers,  general's 
guard,  and  all  detached  corps  of  infantry,  as  also  for  the 
militia  which  may  join  the  army,  to  be  a  colonel  or  lieutenant 
colonel,  and  to  have  under  his  direction  two  sub-inspectors 
of  artillery,  nominated  by  General  Knox,  one  for  the  main 
army  and  one  for  the  southern  department. 

"  6.  An  inspector  for  the  cavalry,  who  shall  be  a  colonel  or 
lieutenant  colonel,  and  have  under  his  direction  two  sub* 
inspectors,  one  for  the  cavalry  in  the  northern,  and  the  other 
for  the  cavalry  in  the  southern  department. 

^'The  two  inspectors  for  the  artillery  and  cavalry  to  be 
always  near  head-quarters,  where  the  inspector  general's  office 
will  be  established,  firom  whence  they  will  receive  their  in- 
structions. 
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"In  con»deration  of  the  multiplicity  of  business  the  in- 
spector general  'will  have,  he  shall,  in  addilion  to  the  two  aids 
allowed  him  as  major  general,  be  permitted  to  take  one  or  two 
officers  from  the  line  as  aides-de-camp  to  assist  in  the  bustiness 
of  his  office  ;  that  he  be  also  allowed  as  many  orderly  dragoons 
as  occasion  may  require,  to  distribute  his  orders  to  the  in- 
8pectoi*8,  and  for  every  other  military  purpose  necessary ;  and 
in  traveling  from  one  jiart  of  the  army  to  another  he  shall 
have  a  sufficient  guard  of  cavalry  to  cscoit  him ;  that  he  bo 
allowed  a  covered  waijou,  with  the  necessary  chests  for  the 
transportation  of  the  books  and  imjiers  belonging  to  the  office, 
and  that  the  board  of  war  furnish  him  with  the  books,  paper 
and  other  tilings  necessary  for  the  business  of  the  office : 

"That  each  inspector  be  allowed,  during  the  campaign,  a 
small  wagon  with  two  horses,  to  transport  his  baggage  and 
papers,  and  a  marquee  for  himself;  and  as  one  riding  horse  is 
not  sufficient  for  the  fatiguing  duties  of  the  office,  that  he  bo 
allowed  a  good  public  horse,  which  is  to  be  returned  on  his 
relin(iuishing  the  office : 

"That  the  insi»ectors  and  sulvinspectors  be  aj)pointed  by 
the  commander-in-chief;  that  they  keep  their  rank  and  right 
of  command  and  promotion  in  the  line  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  they  had  not  accepted  the  office  of  inspector,  but  that  they 
suspend  the  exercise  of  their  respective  commands,  unless 
when  ordered  to  exercise  them  by  the  jjen era l-in- chief  or  com- 
manding  officer  in  a  separate  department;  that  when  an 
inspector  is  ordered  to  review  any  trooi)s  detached  from  the 
army,  his  traveling  exi)enses  be  paid  by  the  States ;  that  each 
inspector  bo  allowed  a  sergeant  from  the  line  as  a  clerk : 

"The  aides-de-camp  of  the  inspector  general  shall  furnish 
themselves  with  one  horse  at  their  own  expense,  but  as  that 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  perform  the  respective  duties  of  their 
office,  that  they  be  allowed  each  one  good  horse  by  the  public, 
with  the  necessary  allowance  and  forage ;  that  they  be  also 
allowed,  in  addition  to  their  present  pay  as  aides-de-camp,  the 
same  addition  as  is  allowed  to  the  sub-inspectors: 
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^That  the  eommander-iii-chief  shall  giro  frtirtnl—'  In. 
stnictioDS  to  the  inspector  general  relative  to  the  datilea  to 
be  performed  by  him,  and  the  offioen  in  his  departmenli  pafl^ 
ticnlarly  recommending  him, 

^'  l8t.  To  form  a  system  of  discipline  for  the  cavalry  and 
light  troops : 

^^  2d.  To  collect  into  one  volume  all  the  resolves  of  Con- 
gress which  relate  to  the  arrangement  of  the  army : 

^  3d.  To  furnish  every  month,  to  the  oommander-in-chie^ 
as  exact  a  return  as  possible  of  the  state  of  the  army: 

^That  the  inspector  general  always  establish  his  office  as 
near  to  head-quarters  as  circumstances  will  permit;  that  all 
returns  which  pass  through  the  office  to  the  board  of  war 
be  signed  by  him ;  that  no  person  whatever  have  a  right  to 
demand  any  return  or  extracts  from  the  office,  but  by  the 
express  order  of  the  board  of  war  or  commander-in-chief;  that 
in  the  absence  of  the  inspector  general  the  office  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  adjutant  general,  as  assbtant  inspector  gen* 
eral." 

How  far  these  propositions  were  taken  into  consideration 
and  acted  upon  by  Congress,  will  appear  from  the  following 
resolutions,  bearing  date  the  25th  of  September,  1780:* 

PLAN  OF  TlIE  IKSPECriXG  AND  MUSTERING  DEPARTMENT. 

'^  Whereas^  The  institution  of  this  department  hath  been 
found  of  .great  utility  to  the  armies  of  these  United  States, 
and  experience  hath  shown  that  it  may  be  rendered  still  more 
nseful  by  an  extension  of  its  powers  and  objects ;  therefore, 

^^Heaolvedy  That  the  former  establishment,  by  a  resolution 
of  the  18th  of  February,  1779,  and  all  subsequent  resolutions 
relative  thereto,  be  repealed,  and  the  department  hereafter 
have  the  following  form,  powers  and  privileges : 

*^  There  shall  be  an  inspector  general  with  the  main  army 

*  Joumala  of  Congruss,  vi.,  190-195.    Session  of  the  25th  of  September, 
1780. 
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of  the  United  States,  to  bo  appointed  by  Congress,  who  shall 
be  allowed  two  secretaries,  in  addition  to  the  aid  be  is  allowed 
m  the  line  of  the  army,  to  be  taken  from  the  rank  of  captains 
and  subalterns,  who  shall  receive,  in  addition  to  their  pay,  six 
dollars  per  month. 

"There  shall  be  one  assistant  inspector  general  with  the 
main  army,  who  shall  be  adjutant  general  for  the  time  being, 
and  shall  receive,  in  addition  to  his  pay,  ten  dollars  per 
month ;  and  one  to  every  separate  army,  when  consisting  of 
two  or  more  divisions,  who  shall  be  the  deputy  adjutant  gen- 
eral, and  shall  receive,  in  addition  to  his  pay,  eight  dollars  per 
mouth. 

"  TJiere  shall  be  one  inspector  to  each  division  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  one  to  the  corps  of  cavalry,  and  one  to 
the  corps  of  artillery,  to  be  taken,  when  the  service  ^vill  ad- 
mit, from  the  line  of  colonels,  lieutenant  colonels,  who  shall  be 
allowed,  in  addition  to  their  pay,  seven  and  a  half  dollars  per 
month,  and  forage  for  three  horses,  including  what  they  are 
entitled  to  in  the  line  of  the  army,  and  one  extra  ration  of 
provision,  when  the  state  of  the  magazines  will  admit. 

"  There  shall  be  one  sub-inspector  to  every  brigade  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  one  to  the  corps  of  cavalry,  and 
one  to  the  corps  of  artillery,  if  thought  necessary  by  the 
commander-in-chief,  or  commanding  oiiicer  of  a  separate  army^ 
to  be  taken  from  the  line  of  m:ijors  in  the  brigade,  when  the 
service  will  admit,  who  shall  be  allowed,  in  addition  to  their 
pay,  five  dollars  per  month,  and  one  extra  ration,  when  the 
state  of  the  magazines  will  admit. 

"The  commander-in-chief  and  commanding  officer  of  a 
separate  army  are  hereby  empowered  to  appohit  inspectors 
and  sub-inspectors  to  the  militia,  while  in  actual  service,  agree- 
ably to  the  foregoing  plan,  who  shall  have  the  same  powers, 
privileges  and  emoluments  as  those  serving  w^ith  the  Conti- 
nental army. 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspector  general  to  frame  a  sys- 
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tem  of  regolationB  for  the  ezerdse  and  disdp&ie  of  the  trooptitf 
the  manual  evolations  and  maneavere,  for  the  servioe  of  gnaidi 
and  detachments,  and  for  all  camp  and  garrison  duty ;  and  it 
approved  of  by  the  commander-in-chief,  and  ratified  bj  Oo^ 
gress,  sach  regulations  shall  be  enforced  by  the  order  of  the 
eommander-in-chief  throughout  the  array. 

^^The  assistant  inspectors  general  shall  assist  in  the  gen- 
eral duties  of  the  department,  agreeably  to  the  directions  they 
shall  receive  from  the  inspector  general,  through  the  order 
of  the  commander-in-chief,  and  when  the  Inspector  is  not 
present,  shall  have  the  chief  direction  of  the  same,  agreeably 
to  the  orders  they  may  receive  as  aforesaid :  they  shall  never- 
theless continue  to  perform  their  duties  of  adjutant  and  dep- 
uty adjutant  generals. 

"  The  inspectors  shall  attend  to  the  execution  of  the  reg- 
ulations established  for  the  army  in  their  respective  divisions, 
and  in  such  garrisons  as  they  may  be  ordered  by  the  inspector 
general  or  assistant  inspectors  general ;  at  all  times  perform- 
ing the  duty  of  adjutant  general  to  the  same  ;  and  when  a  de- 
tachment of  more  than  one  division  is  sent  from  the  army,  the 
oldest  inspector  of  the  marching  troops  shall  act  as  adjutant 
general  to  the  detachment. 

"  The  sub-inspectors  shall  do  the  duty  of  majors  of  bri- 
gade to  the  brigades  to  which  they  belong,  and  attend  to  the 
execution  of  the  regulations  established  for  the  army,  in  their 
respective  brigades,  and  such  gariisons,  detachments  and  in- 
dependent corps  as  they  shall  be  ordered  by  the  inspector 
general,  or  assistant  inspector  general  with  a  separate  army. 

'^  The  inspector  general,  and  the  assistant  inspector  gen- 
eral, shall  review  and  muster  the  troops,  in  service,  once  every 
month,  at  which  review  he,  or  they,  shall  inspect  the  number 
and  condition  of  the  men,  their  discipline,  the  state  of  their 
clothes,  arms,  accoutciments  and  camp  equipage,  and  the  num- 
ber of  rations  they  have  drawn  since  the  last  review ;  report- 
ing such  soldiers  and  recruits  as  are  unfit  for  service,  to  the 
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major  general  or  commander  of  the  division,  the  brigadier  or 
commander  of  a  regiment  detached  from  the  brigade  or  di- 
vision to  which  such  disabled  soldier  may  belong,  to  be  by 
them,  or  either  of  them,  discharged  or  transferred  to  the  corps 
of  invalids  if,  on  the  examination  of  the  surgeon  of  the  reg- 
iment, they  shall  be  found  unfit  for  further  service  in  the  field. 
But  no  such  soldier  shall  be  deemed  legally  discharged  or 
transferred,  except  his  discharge  or  transference  is  signed  by 
the  major  general,  brigadier  or  commandant,  as  aforesaid,  and 
a  certificate  of  his  inabihty,  specifying  the  nature  of  it,  signed 
by  the  surgeon,  is  annexed  thereto  ;  noting,  at  the  same  time, 
all  alterations  that  have  happened  since  the  last  review  or 
muster,  and,  as  fiir  as  possible,  in  what  manner,  reporting 
them  with  the  deficiencies,  neglects  and  abuses  to  the  com- 
mander-in  chief,  or  commanding  oflicer  present,  and  the  board 
of  war. 

"  At  every  muster  three  rolls  shall  be  made  out  by  the 
commanding  oflicer  of  each  troop  or  company,  signed  and 
sworn  to  by  him  ;  one  of  which  rolls  shall  be  returned  to  him, 
certified  by  the  musterhig  oflicer;  one  shall  be  retained  by  the 
mustering  oflicer,  the  other  shall  be  certilied  and  delivered  to 
the  regimental  pay-mastcr,  to  be  affixed  to  the  pay  rolls. 

"  Each  brigade  shall  be  mustered  by  its  sub-inspector,  un- 
der the  superintendency  of  the  inspector  of  the  division,  who 
shall  be  responsible  with  the  sub-inspector  for  the  exactness 
and  fidelity  of  the  mu;^ters ;  and,  in  like  manner,  all  garrisons, 
inilependent  corps  and  detachments,  shall  be  mustered  by  such 
inspector,  or  sub-inspector,  as  the  inspector  general,  or  assist- 
ant inspector  general  with  a  separate  army,  shall  order. 

''  The  sub- inspectors  shall  deliver  an  abstract  of  all  such 
musters,  regimentally  digested,  to  the  inspector  of  the  divis- 
ion, who  shall  digest  them  into  division  abstracts,  in  the  same 
form,  and  transmit  them  to  the  assistant  inspector  general,  aod 
in  a  separate  army,  to  the  commanding  oflicer. 

"  The  inspector  general  shall  transmit,  once  every  month, 
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%  oopj  of  the  abstract  of  the  mnsterB  of  the  ivliole  amyy-la 
the  oommander-in-chie^  and  another  to  the  board  of  war. 

"  No  commaDding  officer  of  a  regiment  ahall  master  the 
regiment  he  conmiands,  but  another  inspector  sball  be  orderei 
to  do  that  daty  by  the  inspector  general. 

^'  The  assistant  inspector  in  a  separate  army,  shall  do  the 
same  duties  in  that  army  as  the  inspector  general  doth  in  the- 
main  army,  respecting  the  musters,  according  to  the  dire6> 
tions  he  shall  receive,  and  orders  of  the  commanding  officer. 

"  The  commissary  of  issues  shall  be  obliged  to  deliver  to 
the  inspector  general,  and  assistant  inspectors  with  a  separate 
army,  an  abstract,  by  brigades,  of  the  rations  actually  issued, 
and  of  all  issues  to  all  separate  corps,  garrisons  and  detach- 
ments. 

^'  All  muster-rolls  shall  bo  sworn  to  before  a  general  offi- 
cer, or  commandant  of  a  separate  post  or  detachment,  who  are 
hereby  empowered  to  administer  the  oath,  and  certify  it  on 
each  muster-roll,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

^^  I,  A.  B.,  do  swear,  that  this  muster-roll  is  a  true  state  of 
the  company  under  my  command,  without  fraud  to  the  United 
States,  or  to  any  individual,  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge. 

A.  B.,  Capi'ain,  Lieutenant, 

"  Ensign,  ok  Cornet,  Commandant. 
"  Sworn  btfore  me.  this       day  of        17. 

"The  mustering  officers  are  empowered  and  directed  to 
require  from  nil  the  officers,  whose  troops  are  mustered,  all 
papers  and  vouchers  relative  to  their  enlistments  and  musters. 

"  The  inspector  shall  keep  accounts,  with  officers  command- 
ing regiments,  of  all  the  arms  and  accouterments  delivered 
their  regiments,  and  returned  in  by  them ;  no  arms  or  accou- 
terments shall  be  delivered  without  an  order  from  the  inspector 
of  the  division,  to  whom  returns  for  arms  and  acoouterments 
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wanted  shall  be  made,  in  the  form  directed  in  the  resolution 
for  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  troops  of  these  United  States. 

*'  All  officers  of  the  inspectorship  shall  retain  their  rights 
of  command  and  promotion,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they 
had  not  assumed  the  office.  They  are  to  suspend  the  ezer- 
dse  of  their  respective  commands,  except  when  they  happen 
to  be  the  superior  in  the  division,  brigade,  or  regiment  to 
which  they  belong,  or  when  they  are  appointed  to  execute 
any  particular  service  by  the  commander-in-chief,  or  command- 
ing officer  of  a  separate  army  ;  and  are  exempt  from  all  com- 
mon camp  and  garrison  duty,  that  they  may  attend  to  that  of 
the  inspecting  as  well  in  time  of  action  as  at  all  other  times. 

"  The  inspector  general,  as  often  as  the  commander-in-chiet 
shall  think  fit  to  order,  shall  visit  every  part  of  the  army,  and 
review  the  same,  to  see  that  uniformity  prevails  throughout 
the  armies  of  these  United  States. 

*'The  inspector  general  shall  keep  books,  in  which  the 
returns,  etc.,  passing  through  his  office,  shall  be  registered. 
He  shall  be  charged  with  collecting  into  one  or  more  volumes 
all  the  resolves  of  Congress,  and  regulations  of  the  board  of 
war,  relative  to  the  army. 

"  The  traveling  and  other  incidental  expenses  for  the  exe- 
cution of  the  business  of  the  office,  shall  be  settled  by  the 
auditors  with  the  army,  upon  such  principles  as  shall  be  estab- 
lished by  the  commander-in-chief,  and  paid  out  of  the  military 
chest. 

"The  quarter-master  general  shall  furnish  all  necessary 
books,  papers,  etc.,  for  the  department. 

"  Each  inspector  shall  be  allowed,  when  the  circumstances 
of  the  army  will  permit,  a  marquee  and  common  tent ;  each 
snb-inspector  a  horseman^s  and  common  tent ;  if  not  provided 
for  as  officers  in  the  line. 

"  All  the  regulations  respecting  the  objects  of  this  depart- 
ment shall  be  finally  approved  and  established  by  Congress, 

bat,  exigency  of  th^  service  requiring  it,  temporary  ones  may, 

14* 
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from  time  to  time,  be  introduced  by  the  inspeetot  gooinl^ 
with  the  approbation  of  the  commander-in-chie^  and  ^a&if 
mittcd  to  the  board  of  war  withhi  one  month  after  their  intM^ 
daction ;  that,  being  examined  and  reported  to  Congreas  bjf 
them,  they  may  be  rejected,  altered,  amended,  or  confirmedi' 
as  Congress  shall  deem  proper. 

*'  Resolvedi  That  Baron  Steuben  be  and  hereby  is  contiii- 
uod  inspector  general  of  the  armies  of  these  United  States^ 
and  vested  with  power  to  appoint  all  officers  necessary  to  carry 
the  aforesaid  plan  into  execution,  they  being  first  approved  of 
by  the  command  er-in-chiet' 

^^Hesoivedf  That  the  assistant  inspector  be  allowed  fonrhmi^ 
dred  dollars  per  month,  of  the  old  emission,  in  addition  to  Us 
pay  as  adjutant  general,  from  the  Ist  day  of  February  last  to  the 
1st  day  of  October  next.  The  inspector  shall  be  allowed,  from 
the  1st  day  of  February  last  to  the  1st  day  of  October,  three 
huudred  dollai*s  per  month,  of  the  old  emission,  and  the  sub- 
inspectors  shall  be  allowed  two  hundred  dollars  per  month,  of 
the  old  emission,  from  the  1st  day  of  Februaty  aforesaid,  to 
the^st  day  of  October  next,  in  addition  tO  the  pay  and  sub- 
sistence to  which  they  are  entitled  by  their  respective  ranks.*' 

Steuben  himself  says,  about  these  resolutions,  in  a  letter 
from  Philadelphia,  on  the  23d  of  October,  1780,  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief:* "I  am  not  very  happy  in  the  arrangement 
of  my  department.  Tlie  plan  relative  thereto,  which  your 
Excellency  has  delivered  to  the  committee  which  was  at  camp, 
afler  having  been  a  little  altered  by  that  committee,  was  sent 
to  Congress.  Congress  referred  it  to  the  board  of  war,  who, 
after  having  altered  it,  sent  it  back  to  Congress,  who  thought 
proper  to  refer  it  to  a  committee  of  three,  who  made  new 
alterations.  Now  it  has  been  so  mtich  altered,  that  it  does 
not  at  all  rescmhle  itself.  No  intimation  was  given  me  of  it, 
and  I  read  it  in  a  printed  copy,  which  fell  accidentally  into 
my  hands. 

•  Revolutionary  Corrospondenco,  vol  iii.,  p.  128. 


LIFE     OF     S  T  E  U  B  K  X  .  323 

"The  monthly  addition  of  from  five  to  eight  dollars*  to  the 
pay  of  officers  of  such  merit  as  those  whom  your  Excellency 
Has  chosen  for  the  inspectorship,  appears  to  me  so  very  mean, 
that  I  will  not  take  upon  myself  to  make  them  such  a  propo- 
sition. When  the  ancient  majors  of  brigade,  who,  in  the  first 
institution,  were  taken  from  the  line  of  lieutenants  or  ensigns, 
had  an  addition  to  their  i)ay  of  twenty-four  dollars  per  month, 
how  can  nine  dollars  now  be  proposed  to  a  colonel  for  dis- 
charging so  impoitant  and  painful  a  function  ?  I  am  now  en- 
deavoring to  find  how  much  the  muster-master's  department 
has  cost  the  States.  I  am  sure  that  the  addition  I  ask  for  the 
officers  of  inspectorship  will  not  amount  to  an  eighth  pai*t 
of  it. 

"  Several  resolutions,  in  this  an-angement,  are  contradictory 
to  one  another,  and  others  are  not  sufficiently  clear.  I  am, 
therefore,  determined  to  present  a  memorial  to  Congress,  in 
order  to  have  the  in8i)ector's  department  established  on  the 
footing  proposed  by  your  Excellency,  without  any  alteration. 
If  Congress  desire  that  I  should  contiimc  in  this  office,  I  fiat- 
ter  myself  that  they  will  have  a  regard  to  my  representation." 

Steuben,  however,  did  not  confine  his  activity  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  troops ;  he  continued  to  act  on  Washington's 
staff  and  give  his  opinion  on  all  the  important  questions  re- 
specting the  array. 

Thus  we  found  among  his  papers  the  drall  of  a  planf  for 
the  daily  meeting  of  the  commander-in-chief  with  the  general 
officers,  to  keep  up  a  continual  communication  between  and 
oonsult  with  each  other.  "  For  this  reason,"  said  he,  "  in 
eveiy  European  army,  eveiy  day,  at  a  certain  fixed  hour, 
which  is  generally  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  all  the 
general  and  field  officers  of  the  army,  and  the  chiefs  of  the 
several  departments,  assemble  at  head-quarters,  where  the 
orders  of  the  day  are  issued  to  them  by  the  comraander-in- 

♦  Steuben  speaks  of  silver  money,  the  Congress  of  paper  money. 
f  Steubon  MS.  Papers,  Utica. 
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diief^  or,  in  oase  he  is  prevented  from  attending,  hj  the  oAoer 
next  in  command ;  and  if  any  general  or  ehief  of  any  depart- 
moiit  can  not  attend  in  person,  such  general  sends  an  offioer 
of  his  corps  to  represent  him.  The  English  army,  it  is  triMi 
have  not  this  custom,  but  were  obliged  to  submit  to  it  in  this 
last  war,  when  commanded  by  Prince  Ferdinand.*'  He  then 
described  the  way  in  which  things  were  done  in  the  Pmssian 
army,  and  showing  the  advantages  arising  from  this  praotioe, 
finally  proved  that  this  daily  meeting  was  the  more  necessary 
in  the  American  army,  fi*om  the  great  distance  at  which  tdhe 
generals  and  heads  of  departments  lived  from  each  other,  and 
their  consequent  imperfect  acquaintance.  The  commander-in- 
chief  himself  did  not  see  the  officers  so  often  as  he  should,  to 
communicate  his  sentiments  to  them,  and  to  know  their  opin- 
ions on  the  difTerent  subjects  he  would  desire.  Steuben  there- 
fore proposed  that  an  arrangement  should  be  introduced  into 
the  army,  according  to  which  the  orders  should  be  issued 
every  day,  at  eleven  o^clock,  at  head-quarters,  at  which  the 
general  and  field  officers  of  the  day,  and  those  of  the  day  pre- 
ceding, the  adjutant  general,  quailer-master,  inspector  general, 
inspectors  and  majors  of  brigade,  and  other  general  officers, 
were  to  attend. 

To  remedy  the  many  abuses  still  existing  in  the  army,  and 
absolutely  contr<aiy  to  the  military  constitution,  Steuben  sub- 
mitted to  Wasliington  sundry  regulations  for  the  better  pres- 
ervation of  order  and  discipline.  Thus  he  fixed  the  punish- 
ment of  officers  who  absented  themselves  without  leave  from 
their  regiments,  regulated  the  number  of  the  soldiers  who  were 
taken  from  their  regiments  as  servants  for  the  general  and 
other  officers,  abolished  the  standing  guards,  prohibited  that 
guards  should  be  sent  too  far  from  the  corps  to  which  they 
belonged,  and  ordered  precautions  against  the  surprise  of  ad- 
vanced posts  by  the  enemy. 

Steuben^s  services,  however,  were  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance in  the  new  formation  of  the  army. 
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Congress,  as  stitcd  in  chapter  XIII.,  had  made  only  tem- 
porary arrangements  for  recruiting  and  drafting  the  army  for 
the  campaign  of  1780.  In  tlie  course  of  the  summer  of  that 
year,  Wa^ihingtoii's  and  Steuben's  apprelicnsions,  that  scarcely 
half  the.  number  required  on  paper  would  be  in  the  field,  were 
more  than  amply  confirmed.  Congress  finally  arrived  at  the 
conviction  that  the  large  number  of  the  regiments  was  one 
of  the  principal  impediments  in  the  way  of  a  thorough  and 
deiinite  reform,  and  that  mere  recommendations  to  the  several 
States  to  supply  their  quotas  would  not  answer  the  purpose. 
They  therefore  concluded  a  new  arrangement,  and,  informing 
Washington  of  their  design,  asked  his  opinion  thereon,  and 
his  objections  to  the  alterations  which  had  i)assed  Congress  on 
the  3d  of  October,  1780,*  and  which  read  as  follows: 

"  J^esolred,  That  such  of  the  sixteen  additional  regiments 
as  have  not  been  annexed  to  the  line  of  some  particular  State, 
and  all  the  separate  hght  corps  of  the  army,  both  of  horse 
and  foot,  and  also  the  German  battalion,  be  reduced  on  the 
let  day  of  January  next ;  that  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  in  those  several  corps  be  incorporated  with  the 
trooj>s  of  their  respective  States,  and  that  such  of  them  as  do 
not  belong  to  any  particular  State,  be  annexed  to  such  corps 
as  the  commander-in-chief  shall  direct. 

"  That  the  rogiilar  army  of  the  United  States,  from  and  after 
the  1st  <lay  of  January  next,  consist  of  four  regiments  of  cav- 
alry, or  liLcht  dragoons;  four  regiments  of  artillery ;  forty-nine 
regiments  of  infantry,  exclusive  of  Colonel  Ilazen's  regiment, 
hereafter  mentioned  ;  and  one  regiment  of  artificers. 

"  That  each  regiment  of  cavalry,  or  light  dragoons,  consist 
of  six  troops,  and  that  each  troop  consist  of  sixty-four  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates,  with  the  same  number  of 
commissioned  officers  as  at  present. 

"That  each  regiment  of  artillery  consist  of  nine  companies, 
and  that  each  company  consist  of  sixty-five  non-coinmis;sioned 
*  Resolutions  of  Congress,  Vol.  VI.,  pnp-  iOtJ-'iOO. 
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oflken  and  matrosaea,  with  the  same  number  of  oomiBianoiwd 
offioero  as  at  present. 

**  That  each  regiment  of  infantry  consist  of  nine  companieBi 
and  each  company  consist  of  sixty-four  non-commissioned  offi* 
oers  and  privates ;  and 

'^  That  the  regiment  of  artificers  consist  of  dght  compa* 
nies,  and  each  company  of  sixty  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates. 

*^That  the  several  States  furnish  the  following  quotas,  vijB. : 
New  Hampshire,  two  regiments  of  in&ntry;  Massachosetts 
Bay,  ten  regiments  of  in&ntry  and  one  of  artillery ;  Rhode 
Island,  etc.,  one  regiment  of  infantry ;  Connecticut,  five  regv 
ments  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry ;  New  York,  two  regi- 
ments of  infantry  and  one  of  artillery;  New  Jersey,  two 
i^giments  of  infantry ;  Pennsylvania,  six  regiments  of  infantry, 
one  of  artillery,  one  of  cavalry,  and  one  of  artificer ;  Delar 
ware,  one  regiment  of  infantry ;  Maryland,  five  regiments  of 
infimtry ;  Virginia,  eight  regiments  of  infantry,  one  of  artillery, 
and  two  of  cavalry ;  North  Carolina,  four  regiments  of  infan* 
try ;  South  Carolina,  two  regiments  of  infantry ;  Georgia,  one 
regiment  of  infantry. 

^  That  the  States  shall  select  from  the  line  of  the  army  a 
proper  number  of  officers  to  command  the  several  regiments 
to  them  respectively  assigned,  taking  notice  that  no  new  ap- 
pointment is  to  be  made  of  a  higher  rank  than  that  of  a  lieu- 
tenant colonel  commandant. 

^^  That  the  States  be,  and  they  are  hereby  called  upon,  in 
the  most  pressing  manner,  to  have  their  regiments  completed 
and  in  the  field  by  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  at  furthest. 

*^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  States  to  fill  up  their  re- 
spective regiments  by  enlistments  for  and  dunng  the  war ;  but, 
in  case  the  full  quota  of  any  of  the  States  can  not  be  com- 
pleted with  such  recruits,  by  the  1st  day  of  December  next, 
that  it  be  recommended  to  such  State  or  States  to  supply  the 
deficiency  with  men  engaged  to  soi*ve  for  not  less  than  one 
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r,  mdeaB  sooner  relieved  by  recmits  enlisted  for  the  war, 
which  they  are  requested  to  exert  their  utmost  endeavors  to 
9btam  as  speedily  as  possible ;  and,  in  order  thereto,  it  is  fur- 
ther reoommended,  that  the  officers  at  camp  be  empowered 
and  directed  to  use  every  prudent  measure  and  improve  every 
&vorable  opportunity  to  enlist,  for  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
such  of  the  men  belonging  to  their  respective  States  as  are  not 
engaged  for  that  period,  whether  now  in  the  field  or  hereafter, 
firom  time  to  time,  joining  the  anny ;  and  that  a  recruiting 
officer  from  each  corps  be  kept  in  the  State  to  which  the  regi- 
ments respectively  belong,  to  enlist  recruits  for  the  war,  as 
well  to  relieve  those  who  are  engaged  for  a  shorter  or  limited 
term,  as  to  supply  casual  deficiencies. 

^^  That  two  dollars  be  granted  to  the  recruiting  officer  for 
every  able-bodied  soldier  he  shall  enlist  for  the  war,  who  shall 
join  the  army ;  and  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  be 
allowed  as  a  bounty  to  every  such  recruit. 

**'  That  the  commander-in-chief  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed 
to  cause  returns  to  be  made  ns  speedily  as  possible  to  the  sev- 
eral States,  of  the  number  of  men  they  will  probably  have  in 
the  field  on  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  that  the  States  may 
lake  immediate  measures  for  completing  their  respective  quo- 
tas, as  above  recommended,  by  that  time. 

"That  the  commander-in-chief  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  di- 
rected to  make  a  return  annually  to  Congress,  on  or  before 
the  1st  day  of  September,  of  the  number  of  troops  from  each 
State,  in  order  that  Congress  may  be  enabled  to  make  their 
requisitions  from  the  several  States  with  certainty  and  in 
season. 

"  That  the  clothing  be  iurnished  and  i*egularly  served  out 
to  the  troops  as  it  l)ecomcs  due,  and  that  a  full  compensation 
be  made  for  any  arrearages  of  clothing. 

"That  the  regiments  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  of  artificers, 
as  they  now  stand,  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  States, 
respectively,  to  which  they  are  or  may  be  assigned,  which 
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States  shall  complete  them  to  the  full  complementy  iilpf^^ 
them  with  necessaries,  and  in  everj  respect  treat  them  aa  tfi 
originally  raised  therein,  and  that  such  other  States  as  now 
have  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in  any  of  the  regi^p 
ments  aforesaid,  be  credited  in  their  quotas  for  such  meam^.. 
cording  to  their  numbers,  from  time  to  time ;  for  which  pur- 
pose the  commander-in-chief  is  hereby  directed  to  spedfy  : 
such  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  and  the  States  te- 
wliich  they  formeriy  belonged,  in  the  returns  which  he  shall  ■ 
make  to  the  States,  and  in  his  annual  returns  to  Congress. 

^^  That  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Moses  Haaea 
be  continued  on  its  present  establishment,  and  that  all  non- 
commissioned officci's  and  privates,  being  foreigners,  belonging 
to  any  of  the  reduced  regiments  and  corps,  be  incorporated 
therewith,  and  all  volunteers  from  foreign  States,  who  are  now 
in  the  service,  or  may  hereafter  join  the  American  army,  be 
annexed  to  the  said  regiment. 

'^  And  whereas,  by  the  foregoing  arrangement,  many  de- 
serving officers  must  become  supernumerary,  and  it  is  proper 
that  regard  be  had  to  them, 

^^  Resolved,  That  from  the  time  the  reform  of  the  army 
takes  place,  they  be  entitled  to  half  pay  for  seven  years,  in 
specie  or  other  current  money  equivalent,  and  also  grants  of 
land  at  the  close  of  the  war,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the 
16th  of  September,  1776. 

"  Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  arrangement  of 
the  army  be  sent  to  the  commander-in-chief,  for  his  opinion 
thereon,  and  that  if  there  shall  appear  no  material  objection, 
the  same  be  carried  into  immediate  effect." 

Washington  gave  his  remarks  at  length,  in  his  letter  of 
the  11th  of  October,  1780,*  which  often  literally  adopted 
Steuben's  views  and  proposals,  and  effected  a  change  in  the 
arrangements  of  Congress,  as  will  appear  from  the  resolutions 
of  the  2l8t  of  October.    On  this  day  Congress  resumed  the 

♦  Washington's  Writings,  viL,  245. 
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consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Washington's 
letter,  and  thereupon 

**  lUsolved^  That  the  several  regiments  of  infantry,  re- 
qaested  from  the  respective  States  by  a  resolution  of  the  3d 
instant,  be  augmented,  and  consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  and  one  major,  where  the  full  colonels  are  con- 
tinned  ;  or  one  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  and  two  majors, 
where  full  colonels  are  not  continued  ;  nine  captains,  twenty- 
two  subalterns,  one  surgeon,  one  surgeon's  mate,  one  sergeant- 
major,  one  quarter-master  sergeant,  forty-five  sergeants,  one 
drnm-major,  one  fife-major,  ten  drums,  ten  fifes,  and  six  hun- 
dred and  twelve  rank  and  file. 

"  That  there  be  one  captain  and  two  subalterns  to  each 
company,  and  that  the  four  supernumerary  subalterns  shall 
each  have  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  one  of  whom  is  to  reside  in 
the  State  to  which  he  belongs,  to  enlist  and  forward  on  re- 
cmits ;  one  drum  and  fife  from  each  regiment  to  attend  the 
recruiting  oflScer ;  the  other  three  supernumerary  officers  to  do 
the  duty  of  pay -master,  quarter-master,  and  adjutant  in  their 
respective  regiments. 

"  That  the  regiments  of  artillery  be  augmented  to  ten  com- 
panies each. 

'*That,  instead  of  four  regiments  of  cavalry,  there  bo  four 
legionary  corps,  consisting  of  four  troops  of  mounted  dragoons 
and  two  of  dismounted  dragoons,  each  consisting  of  sixty  pri- 
vates, with  the  same  number  of  commissioned  and  non-com- 
missioned officers  to  each  troop  as  at  present. 

"That  there  be  two  i)artisan  corps,  consisting  of  three 
*  troops  of  mounted  and  three  of  dismounted  dragoons,  of  fifty 
each,  one  of  which  corps  to  be  commanded  by  Colonel  Ar- 
mand  and  the  other  by  Major  Lee,  and  officered  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  commander-in-chief,  with  the  approbation  of 
Congress ;  and  that  the  commander-in-chief  be  authorized  to 
direct  a  mode  for  completing,  recruiting,  and  supplying  the 
naid  corps. 
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'^  That  the  whole  of  the  troops  be  enlisted  dwtDg 
and  join  their  respective  corps  by  the  Ist  day  of 
next. 

^'  That  the  commander-in-chief  and  commanding 
the  southern  department,  direct  the  officers  of  each  Stats  to 
meet  and  agree  upon  the  officers  for  the  re^ments  to  be  raued 
by  their  respective  States,  from  those  who  incline  to  continue 
in  service ;  and  where  it  can  not  be  done  by  agreement,  to 'be 
determined  by  seniority,  and  make  return  of  those  who  are  id 
remain,  which  is  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  together  wMt 
the  names  of  the  officers  redaced,  who  are  to  be  allowed  hdf 
pay  for  life. 

"  That  the  officers  who  shall  continue  in  the  service  to  the 
end  of  the  war  shall  also  be  entitled  to  half  pay  dnring  life,  lO 
commence  from  the  time  of  their  reduction." 

Steuben  was  instrumental  in  these  happy  amendmeoti. 
Washington  was  one  of  those  sagacious  men  who  understood 
perfectly  well  how  to  make  the  most  ample  use  of  the  talent 
of  his  subordinate  offieci*s  for  the  common  cause.  He  exam- 
ined carefully,  judged  calmly,  and  put  all  his  officers  in  the 
right  place.  Hence  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  his  staff  was  an 
excellent  one — better  than  even  that  of  the  King  of  Prussia 
after  the  Seven  Years'  War — and  for  this  combination  of  mil- 
itary  talent  he  won  the  admiration  of  competent  judges,  aii| 
for  instance,  that  of  Frederick  the  Great.  The  achievefnents 
of  the  army  were  much  below  the  common  standard  of  war- 
fare, but  the  conceptions,  ideas,  and  plans  of  his  staff,  and  their 
execution,  were  inferior  to  none  of  any  army.  We,  therefore, 
instead  of  detracting  from,  add  only  a  new  luster  to  the  well* 
deserved  glory  of  the  American  commander,  by  stating  the 
part  which  Steuben  had  in  the  re-formation  of  the  army.  '  At 
this  time  he  wrote  to  Washington  :* 

"  I  feel  that  I  am  troubling  your  Excellency  witli  repre« 
sentations,  which  I  need  not,  were  I  not  actuated  by  zeal  for 

*  Stouben  Ma  Papcra,  UUca. 
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our  service,  the  comfort  of  our  army,  an<l  that  of  their  es- 
teemed commander-in-chief.  I  was  mortified,  during  the  last 
campaign,  to  witness  the  difficulties  which  you  had  to  encounter 
daily,  and  the  obstacles  which  you  alone  were  capable  of  sur- 
mounting. They  certainly  add  to  your  glory  in  the  eyes  of 
erery  soldier  in  the  world. 

*^  I  examined  the  causes  of  these  difficulties,  and  I  soon 
fbnnd  that  they  were  the  radical  defects  in  the  constitution  of 
the  army.  Respect  for  the  framers  of  that  constitution  would 
cause  me  to  refrain  from  allusion  to  the  subject  were  I  not 
oonvlnced  that  it  is  diametrically  opposed  to  that  order  and 
organization  which  are  recognized  as  absolutely  necessary  in 
every  army  in  the  universe.  It  is  in  vain  to  assure  me  that 
the  American  arms  have  won  glory  and  distinction  without 
that  order  and  regular  formation  which  are  supposed  to  be  so 
essential.  I  admit  that  our  brave  trooi)s  have  achieved  ex- 
ploits so  brilliant  that  i)ostcrity  will  scarce  credit  them.  I 
am  positive  that  the  same  spirit  still  animates  our  officers  and 
soldiers,  and  that  they  would  still  fight  with  the  same  heroic 
energy  that  they  have  hitherto  displayed.  But  I  maintain  also 
that  order  and  a  regular  military  formation  would  not  only 
much  facilitate  military  operations,  but  spare  the  lives  of  many 
brave  soldiers,  and  largely  diminish  the  now  enormous  ex- 
penses of  the  State,  which  are  caused  by  the  present  disorder. 
To  seek  to  prove  by  any  chain  of  argument  the  truth  of  my 
opinions  in  this  regard,  would  be  to  doubt  the  penetration  of 
80  experienced  and  enlightened  a  general  as  your  Excellency. 
Beffldes,  what  I  have  just  said  is  only  a  recapitulation  of  what 
you  have  frequently  remarked  yourself. 

"  Concerning  the  remedial  measures,  of  the  necessity  for 
which  your  Excellency  is  quite  as  much  convinced  as  T  am,  the 
f«>llowing,  I  believe,  are  the  most  important  considerations : 
to  amend,  without  destroying,  the  constitution  already  ostab- 
liflhed,  and  so  satisfactory  to  a  part  of  our  officers,  notwith- 
standing its  many  defects ;  to  amend  it  so  as  not  to  wound 
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the  ambition  and  laadable  sensilnlity  of  oar  brave 
who  have  won  rank  and  dignity  at  the  expoiae  of  their  blooil 
aod  fortune.  Nothing  is  more  diatastefnl  to  a  brare  aoMief 
than,  after  having  seryed  his  country  with  aeal  and  defFOtioDii 
to  see  the  army  re-formed  with  which  he  won  distinedQai 
Bnt  it  appears  to  me  utterly  impossible  to  keep  all  the  tegk 
ments  which  we  have  nominally  on  foot.  In  the  plana  whioh 
I  have  presented  to  your  Excellency,  I  have  pointed  ont,  per- 
haps, the  only  means  of  maintaining  the  old  constitution  ia 
the  formation  of  battalions  as  feeble  as  I  have  proposed.  B«i 
if  we  can  not  keep  the  strength  of  our  regiments  formed  id 
battalions  to  eighty  files,  and  if  the  battalions  below  that 
number  can  not  be  incorporated  with  others  in  the  same  pSii 
sition,  then  I  own  that  I  am  incapable  of  finding  a  better  way 
to  establish  a  permanent  formation.  The  mode  of  dividing 
brigades  into  battalions,  which  was  tried  during  the  last  canH 
paign,  caused  immediate  discontent  among  the  colonels.  Be-> 
sides  this,  that  formation  was  only  used  on  field  days,  and  on 
the  march,  when  it  was  so  altered  from  day  to  day  that  one 
day  the  brigade  marched  in  four  battalions,  another  in  three. 

"  On  entering  camp  the  formation  of  battalions  ceased  alu>» 
getber,  and  each  regiment  camped  by  itself.  At  the  affair  at 
Monmouth,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  I  saw  that  each  colonel  led 
on  his  own  regiment,  no  matter  how  strong  or  weak  it  was. 
The  general  of  the  division  can  never  judge  whether  the  regi- 
ments or  battalions  are  complete,  or  whether  the  half  of  thmn 
is  wanting.  In  camping,  also,  the  quarter-master  general  can 
never  calculate  the  necessary  space  for  so  many  regiments  if 
their  force  is  not  equal.  The  adjutant  general  experiences  the 
same,  if  not  greater,  difiiculties  for  the  details  of  the  scrvioeb 
The  distribution  of  all  ncccssanes,  the  discipline,  servioe  of 
guards — in  short,  every  thing  connected  with  the  service  goes 
wrong  from  this  disproportion  in  the  strength  of  the  different 
corps.  I  consider  it,  therefore,  quite  impossible  to  establish 
order  and  uniformity  in  any  one  branch,  if  uniformity  of  form- 
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ation  be  not  adopted.  I  am  as  much  opposed  as  any  one  to 
the  introdaction  of  novelties.  I  feel  the  difficulties,  and  I  dis- 
play in  all  my  operations  my  desire  to  maintain  all  that  is  not 
absolutely  injurious  in  the  present  constitution.  But  uniform 
ity  is  impossible,  without  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  formation 
of  tho  corps.  Every  system  is  a  mere  chimera  without  the 
permanent  establishment  of  a  uniform  formation." 
•  It  appears  that  in  consequence  of  this  letter,  and  the  pre- 
vious coiTespondence  of  the  last  winter,  Washington  a.sked 
Steuben's  opinion  about  the  new  formation  of  the  army,  which 
he  gave  in  the  following  memorial  :* 

"  Last  winter  Conj'ress  were  about  dotorminins:  on  a  new 
arrangement  of  the  army.  The  motives  then  prevailinc^  bchig 
tho  weakness  of  the  regiments,  it  was  proposed  to  dimin- 
ish their  number,  and  thereby  give  more  resj)eetable  com- 
mauds  to  those  officers  who  might  remain.  It  was  also  pro- 
posed to  make  some  provision  for  those  officers  who,  by  this 
reduction,  would  be  thrown  out  of  the  line.  All  this  was  in 
operation,  but  put  off  from  time  to  time  till  the  campaign  was 
near  openuig,  when  it  was  thought  too  late,  and  the  number 
of  regiments,  therefore,  remained  the  same,  except  Sherborn's 
additional  regiment,  which  was  incorporated  into  the  others. 

"  Tho  regiments,  very  far  from  being  complete  in  men, 
were  as  little  so  in  officers.  Those  of  the  Xew  England  line 
especially  were  so  destitute  that  it  was  with  difficulty  the  ser- 
vice could  go  on.  Two  thirds  of  the  comj)anies  were  com- 
manded by  subalterns,  many  by  sergeants,  and  some  even  by 
corporals,  and  many  regiments  were  without  any  lield  officers, 
the  result  of  which  was  a  continual  disorder  and  loss  in  the 
army,  and  every  species  of  camp  equipage.  The  greatest 
necessity  obliged  some  officers  to  go  on  furlough  during  the 
winter.  Those  who  remained  suffered  the  greatest  misery, 
and  were  obliged  to  do  severe  duty  by  absence  of  others  and 
the  great  numbtr  of  vacancies  in  every  regiment.    As  fast  as 

♦  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  voL  xiii. 
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the  regimenta  were  recraited,  the  offlcera  jmned  their 
and  stimulated  by  a  true  lore  of  their  country;  redoabM  thdta^ 
zeal  in  forming  the  recraits ;  and  I  mnst  do  them  the  jostioe  tor 
say,  that  their  success  in  perfecting  themselves  in  so  Aart  ft>. 
time,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  campaign,  exceeded  my  greateat- 
hopes.  I  appeal  to  the  commander-in-chief  and  all  the  g^ieral* 
officers,  that  oor  army  was  never  in  such  perfection  of  diaei** 
pline  and  order  as  in  the  present  moment.  With  what  painaf 
then  must  those  officers  see  the  moment  approach  when  aflp- 
that  labor  and  pains  shall  be  lost  in  the  dismissal  of  the  greats 
est  part  of  the  soldiers  who  have  cost  them  so  much  trouble.   - 

**'  This  moment  will,  however,  inevitably  arrive,  and  all  we! 
can  do  is  to  prepare  for  the  creation  of  a  new  army  for  the 
next  campaign.  The  manner  to  procure  men  is,  I  believe,  the- 
principal  object  that  at  present  occupies  Congress.  It  is,  bow- 
ever,  to  be  wished  that  some  means  might  also  be  thought  of 
to  keep  together  our  brave  officers.  The  great  sacnfices  they 
have  already  made  for  their  country,  with  the  many  disgusting 
circumstances  they  meet  with  in  the  service,  threaten  us  with 
dangerous  consequences,  besides  the  great  number  of  vacan- 
cies already  in  the  regiments.  It  is  with  pain  I  see  every  day 
officers  who  have  served  with  reputation  from  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  resign  their  commission  for  no  other  motive  bat 
that  they  can  no  longer  support  the  misery  to  which  they  are 
reduced,  without  any  prospect  of  a  remedy. 

•*The  last  year  the  want  of  men  induced  Congress  to  think 
of  reducing  the  number  of  regiments.  This  year  the  want  of 
officers  will  be  another  motive  for  an  incorporation  for  nexfr 
campaign. 

"  Congress  proportioned  the  forces  to  be  raised  for  the  de- 
fense of  the  United  States  in  the  following  manner : 

New  Hampshire,    3.  South  Carolina^    6.  New  Jersey,    4. 

Delaware,               1.  North  Carolina,    9.  yaiyland,        8. 

Virginia^               16.  Pennsylvania,     12.  New  York,      4. 

Connecticut^           S.  Maraacfauscita,   16.  UiodeUand,  2. 
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or  e%ht7-8even  regiments  altogether.  To  this  jras  added  Ha- 
zen'8  regiment,  raised  iu  Canada,  and  sixteen  additional  regi- 
ments, the  greatest  part  of  which  no  longer  exist,  the  remains 
of  four  being  all  that  is  left,  viz.,  Jackson's,  Webb's,  Living, 
ston's,  and  Spencer's.  The  State  of  Massachusetts  have  adopted 
Jackson's,  Connecticut  Webb's,  and  Jersey  Spencer's.  Liv- 
ingston's is,  therefore,  the  last  of  the  sixteen  additional  regi- 
ments remaining.  The  extreme  weakness  of  this  regiment, 
and  its  consisting  in  great  part  of  Canadians,  are  motives  which 
would  induce  its  being  incorporated  with  Huzeii's.  Money 
then  being  given  to  Colonel  ILizen,  with  permission  to  com- 
plete his  regiment  to  the  established  strength,  the  army  would 
consist  of  eighty-eight  battalions  of  infantry.  Should  it  be 
thought  necessary  to  reduce  the  number  to  one  half,  the  pro- 
portion will  then  stand  thus  : 

New  Hnnipsbiro,  1.  North  Carolina,  4. 

Pennsylvania,  6.  South  Carolina,   3. 

T>elaware,  1.  Connecticut,        4. 

Marj'bnd,  4.  Now  Jorsey,       2. 

or  fbrtv-four  rejjiments  alto<;ethcr. 

"  The  disproportion  in  these  quotas  can  easily  be  settled 
between  the  States  bv  monev  or  recruits. 

"  Each  rejriment  to  consist  of 


Canada,  with  Livin^on,  1. 

Mass^icliusotts,  8. 

Now  York,  2. 

Virginia,  *l. 


o 

1  Colouol  C^onimandant, 
1   f>»lt>nol  Socond, 
I  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
1    Major, 
1   Quarter-master, 

1  Pay-master, 

2  Adjutants^ 
1   Recruiting  officer, 
1  Surgeon, 
1  Mate, 


J 


I)  CjiptaiuM, 
i)  Lieutenants, 
9  Erisij^ifl, 
2  St'p^-ant-Majors, 
These?  ofllcers  to  have  their       1  Quarter-master  serg't. 
rank  an-l  jmHuotion  in  the     45  S.^rp^^aiits, 
n.'gimont,   but  not  to  Ix)       1  J)runi-Major, 
attacliod  to  any  company.       1  Fife-^fajor, 

]0  Drummers, 
■    10  Fifers,  and 
612  Rank  and  File. 


£!ach  regiment  divided  into  nine  companies,  each  to  consist  of 
one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  one  drummer,  one 
fifer,  sixty  rank  and  file,  eight  supernumeraries  without  anns. 
Of  these  eight  Bupemumeraries,  all  extra  service  men,  such  as 
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wagoucrs,  otc.^are  to  be  taken.    Each  regiment  to  be  formed 
into  two  battalions — each  battalion  to  consist  of 


2  Fiold  Offlct-re, 
1  AUjutiiut, 
4  Captaiii(«, 
4  Licutcnaats, 
4  KiLsignn, 


20  (Serj^oants, 

5  I>runimcn}| 

6  Fifers, 

240  Rank  and  File,  and 
32  Sapemumeraries, 


and  the  light  company,  four  of  which  form  a  battalion  during 
the  campaign. 

"  Should  such  an  arrangement  be  determined  on  by  Con- 
gress, it  should  be  carried  into  execution  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  reghuents  should  be  absolutely  completed  by  the  1st  of 
March. 

"As  a  regiment  is  dunng  a  campaign  continually  decreasing, 
and  as  it  is  difficult  at  the  end  of  the  campaign  to  raise  so  many 
recruits  as  are  necessary  to  complete  the  vacancies,  T  propose, 
that  besides  the  regiment  being  comf>lete  at  the  opening  of  the 
campaign,  a  recruiting  officer  of  each  regiment,  with  two  ser- 
geants, shall  be  continually  recruiting,  in  older,  if  ])Ossible,  to 
conif)lete  the  vacancies  that  may  arise.  This  officer  is  to  re- 
cruit under  the  direction  of  the  State,  whence  he  is  to  be  sup- 
plied with  the  necessary  sums  for  that  purpose.  Those  States 
which  furnish  more  than  two  regiments  are  to  choose  a  field 
officer  to  have  the  direction  of  all  the  recruiting  officers  in  the 
State,  and  he  to  be  accountable  to  the  State.  This  officer  is  to 
reside  always  at  the  capital,  and  to  act  at  the  same  time  as  the 
agent  for  the  troops  of  the  State.  He  has  to  represent  to  the 
Legislature  the  vacancies  in  officers  and  men,  and  every  other 
thing  respecting  the  troops  of  the  State.  Those  States  which 
furnish  only  two  regiments,  to  appoint  a  captain  for  the  saino 
purpose. 

"  Tlie  infantiy  being  put  on  this  footing,  the  next  thing  is 
to  complete  the  other  corps  in  the  army,  as  the  artillery,  arti- 
ficers, cavalry,  independent  corps,  etc.,  in  proi)ortion. 

"  In  the  above  plan  it  appears  that  the  forty-four  rai- 
ments of  infantry,  exclusive  of  commissioned  officers,  amount 
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tn  tTeot7-«z  tbonsuid  eight  handrcd  and  foily  men,  an(l  the 
eight  BapemamenrieB  for  each  company  for  drngooas,  aorvunts, 
etc,  to  three  thonaand  one  hundred  and  uxty-eight  men — in  all 
thirty  thonaand  and  eight.  The  resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
8th  of  February,  1780,  fixes  the  total  to  be  reused  at  thirty- 
five  thonaaud  two  handred  and  eleven,  making  a  difference  of 
five  thousand  two  hundred  and  three,  which  is  Buffidcnt  to 
complete  the  under-meotioned  corps.  It  will  first  be  necessary 
to  fix  on  the  number  of  which  each  corps  shall  consist,  and 
Umq  portion  it  to  each  State. 

*'  The  cavalry  is  to  bo  reduced  to  four  regiments,  besides 
I<ee'8  legion,  Armand's  legion,  and  the  corps  of  maHichauasue. 
Each  regiment  of  cavalry  to  consist  of  two  hundred  dmgoous, 
mounted,  divided  into  five  troops  of  forty  each,  exclndve  of 
officera,  and  three  companies  of  infantry  of  fifty  each,  armed 
with  rifles  or  fusils,  to  guard  the  cavalry  in  their  quarters,  Ar- 
mand's  legion  to  con^st  of  one  hnndrcil  and  fifly  dragoons  iti 
.  three  troops,  and  one  himdrcd  and  fifty  inf;mtry  in  three  com- 
panies. Lee's  legion  the  same.  The  mnrecliaussees  to  remain 
on  their  first  establishment  of  fifty  horses  in  one  troop.  The 
whole  cavalry  will  then  consist  (including  their  infantry),  of 
^veo  hundred  and  fifty  horse  and  two  thousand  and  fifty 
men.  It  might  be  determined  for  New  England  to  complete 
the  two  regiments  with  the  northern  army ;  Virginia  to  com- 
|dete  Lee's  corps,  and  the  other  States  to  complete  the  two 
r^ments  to  the  southward ;  Armand's  legion  and  the  mar6- 
ohaos^e,  composed  of  strange i-s,  to  be  recruited  at  the  expense 
of  the  Continent. 

"  To  complete  the  whole  infantry,  cavalry,  and  the  trains 
of  the  army,  will  amount  to  thirty-two  thousand  and  fifty-eight 
jnen,  which  leaves  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-three 
to  complete  the  artillery,  artificers,  sappers  and  miners. 

"  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  diminution  of  the  number  of  re^- 
aunta,oii  some  just  plan,  will  bo  for  the  benefit  of  the  service, 
and  agreeable  to  the  officers ;  the  command  of  a  regiment  will 
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bo  u  reiptictablo  for  n  colonel  as  tbot  of  ft  oompan}'  for  a 
tain.    The  regiments  will  never  be  destitute  of  officers, 
the  namber  of  officers  is  proportioned  to  the  ntimbcr  of  cnem,    ■ 
The  ofTiocrs  will  not  be  put  to  the  pain  of  being  r^duoed, 
which  would  give  cause  to  many  complaints,  and,  I  dare  B^y,    , 
all  would  stay  honombly  employed,  and  have  it 
power  to  render  service  to  tlieir  country." 


•ITBLATIOS. 


41  tqg^iDeula  iuhuUj,  eauL 

Dwlnct  sapemomentriaa, 


LetTes  nnmber  of  BgbtlDg  men, 
4  regimenls  cavali;,  each  200  man, 
4  TegimsDts  innuitij,  Bscli  160  mon, 

Lee's 


HBT&bauBS^e^ 


Total  ioianliy,  .  .  ' .  .  .  .     31,140 

Total  cavalry,  .......       1,]U 

Total  men, S8,8M 

Washington,  in  his  letter  of  the  11th  of  October,  1780, 
often  literally  adopts  Steuben's  views  and  proposals ;  and  that 
they  had  the  desired  effect  will  be  apparent  from  a  compaiv 
Hon  of  his  memorial  with  the  last  resolve  of  Congress.  On  the 
23d  of  October,  1780,  Steuben,  then  on  his  way  to  the  South^ 
wrote  as  follows  to  the  commander-in-chief:* 

"It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  I  acquaint  you  that 
the  plan  of  arrangements  for  the  army,  which  your  Excelleuoy 
sent  to  Congress,  has  been  agreed  upon  yesterday,  without 
any  alteration.  The  granting  the  half  pay  for  life,  to  the  re- 
duced officers,  has  met  with  some  opposition,  but  the  propo- 

*  Gnrreqiondaiioe  of  the  HevotntlOD,  iii.,  126,  UT 
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Mxm  hsm  not  only  passed,  bnt  it  was  moved  and  resolved, 
immediately  after,  to  extend  these  advantages  to  all  the  offi- 
cers in  the  servioe. 

**In  the  minntes  which  Colonel  Hamilton  has  delivered 
Bie,  hj  jour  Excellency's  order,  I  find  that  the  four  regiments 
of  cavalry,  or  rather  legions,  were  thus  fixed : 

JPonr  troops  of  moanted  dragoons,  sixty  men  each,  ....  240 
Eoor  componieB  dismounted,  or  chasseurs,  sixty  men  each,  .        .        .    240 

Total, 480 

^  General  Sullivan  and  Colonel  Bland  have  told  me  that 
this  is  altered  in  your  Excellency's  letter,  and  that  there  are 
to  he 

Four  troops  of  mounted  dragoons,  sixty  men  each,  ....  240 
Two  ccHnpanies  of  diasseurs,  sixty  men  each, 120 

Total, 360 

**Your  Excellency  will  allow  me  to  make  here  a  short 
observation  on  the  subdivision  of  this  cavaliy,  without  alter- 
ing the  totality  of  the  foot  or  horsemen.  Cavalry,  especially 
when  two  deep,  are  not  very  terrible  in  their  attacks  in  front, 
and  least  so  when  against  infantry.  The  attacks  of  the  cav- 
alry, when  they  intend  to  overthrow  or  break  a  line,  are  gen- 
erally made  by  troops  or  squadrons,  or  in  column,  or  en  echi- 
qmer  (checker- wise).  The  deeper  they  are  the  surer  they  are 
to  break  through.  If  then,  instead  of  four,  a  regiment  was 
divided  into  six  troops,  the  object  would  be  better  answered. 

"There  is  another  reason  which  has  determined  the  King 
of  Prussia  to  divide  his  light  horse,  or  hussars,  into  six  com- 
panies, forming  three  squadrons.  The  cavalry,  after  an  at- 
tack, are  generally  in  disorder ;  they  must  then  be  rallied  by 
the  sound  of  the  trumpet.  When  they  are  divided  into  thren 
•qnadrons,  the  right,  left,  and  center  only  indicate  how  the 
men  are  to  rally,  which  is  not  so  easy  when  they  ore  divided 
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into  four  troops.  When  three  squadrons  are  in  order  c£  bat- 
tle, the  signals,  whether  the  right,  left,  or  center  sqnadroa  is 
to  charge,  still  meet  with  difficulty  when  the  cavalry  is  divided 
into  four  squadrons  or  troops ;  and  this  is  the  reason  why,  in 
several  European  services,  an  odd  number  has  been  adopted 
for  the  maneuvers  of  the  light  horse. 

"  Besides,  our  regiments  of  cavalry  will  have,  I  believe,  as 
those  of  infantry,  three  field  officers.  Each  of  them  will  then 
command  a  squadron,  which  will  consist  of  two  companies. 
Wherefore  I  propose  that  each  regiment  of  cavalry  may  be  di- 
vided into  three  squadrons,  each  squadron  into  two  compa- 
nies, each  of  which  shall  consist  of  forty  men,  which  will  make 
eighty  men  for  a  squadron.  The  companies  of  chasseurs  ought 
to  be  likewise  three  in  number,  each  company  to  consist  of 
fitly  men,  rank  and  file,  attached,  on  all  occasions,  to  the  first, 
second,  and  third  squadron  of  a  regiment.  And,  as  it  often 
happens  that  the  squadrons  are  separated  from  one  another, 
each  company  of  chasseurs  ought  to  be  always  attached  to  its 
squadron,  as  well  to  support  it  in  its  maneuvers  as  to  guard  it 
in  its  quarters.  As  by  this  subdivision  the  totality  will  not 
suffer  a  great  alteration,  I  believe  it  will  not  alter  the  general 
plan.  I  will,  therefore,  mention  it  to  no  one  besides  your  Ex-  . 
cellency,  and  I  think  it  is  in  your  power  to  order  this  sub- 
division, if  you  think  proper." 

When  Steuben  wrote  this  letter  he  was  already  on  his  way 
to  the  South.  A  more  urgent  necessity  had  determined  the 
gencral-in-chief  to  take  the  inspector  general  from  the  field  of 
action  which  was  particularly  suited  to  his  tastes  and  abilities. 
It  was  unfortunate  for  the  army  that  it  was  left  by  Steuben  at 
a  period  when  his  system  just  conmicnced  to  take  root,  and 
when  his  presence  was  more  than  ever  required,  on  account 
of  the  re- formation  of  the  troops.  However  honorable  this 
change  might  have  been  for  Steuben,  it  was  pernicious  in  its 
effects  on  the  army,  as  the  edifice,  scarcely  erected  by  him, 
was  threatened  with  overthrow,  in  consequence  of  his  absence. 
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More  than  a  year  passed  away  before  Steuben  could  resume 
his  activity  in  this  sphere,  and  devote  his  attention  to  the 
inspection  and  re-fi>rmation  of  the  army.    During  this  time 
nothing,  of  course,  was  done  in  his  department. 
Let  ns  follow  him  to  the  South. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Wiuixir nn  Soura  nou  1778  till  1780.— Capturb  or  Satakitah.— CLnrroir  raooncM 
TO  ms  SouTn.— Gaptuke  op  CnARLraroif.— Gates  Ck>MMAKDBm-iN-Gu»r  of  Tin 
BOurnxRif  Asmt.-— llis  Depkat  at  Camden. — Oreeke  nu  Sucokssob. — GRumsli 
AimoBDBXTS.— llu  FRiEXDemp  wirn  Steuben.— Steubeh  appoutro  to  tmr 
Command  in  Viroixia.- Waaiiinqton's  platteeino  Letter  to  Steubbn. — Coy> 

OBBH  BATIFUn  GrF.K.HR'S  AND  StRHBEN^  APPOINTMENTS. — STEVBEN  OORS  FROM 
PaiLADBLPUIA  TO  KlOIIMOSD.— VlSlT  TO   MoUNT  VrRNON.— GrBRNB'B  iNBTRCOnOM 

TO  Steuben.— Steuben's  Task  vert  dipfioult. — Confliots  with  thb  Btatb  Got- 
■rnmbnt  unavoidable.— Condition  or  Viroinia. — STEUBEN'ft  Belatiohs  to  Jar- 
PEBSON. — ^TifB  State  op  Things  tiiebe  similar  to  tuat  op  tiir  Army  at  Yaluet 
FoROR. — Steuben's  Requisitions  on  the  State  not  complied  witb. — Lawson^ 
Corps  ordrred  to  join  Greene's  Armt.— It  refuses  to  March. — CoRRRSPONDRaicR 
BrfWRKN  Greene  and  Steuben  about  the  Subject. — Squandebino  op  thb  rich 
Brsoueces  or  tur  State.— General  Disorder.— Steuben's  Letter  to  Wasu- 
INOTON. — Colonel  Green  is  dbtaohp.d  to  the  South. — IIis  Offiorr^  at  first 
REFUSE  TO  March. — Mi;ulenbeko  brings  them  back  to  theib  Dutt. — ^Muulcn- 
berg's  Chabactee  and  Life.— Tub  State  Government  orders  new  Levies,  but 
THE  Recruits  do  not  comf,.— Rendezvous  at  CuESTr.RnKLD  Court-IIouse  under 
Colonel  Da  vies. — Steuben's  Description  op  iiis  Situation. — IIu  MRARovas 
against  Desertion. — llis  I^rrcautionb  at  the  assembling  of  the  Becbuits. — 
Bad  Situation  of  the  Tboops  at  Cuesterpield. — Want  or  Discipline.- iKurB- 

ORDINATION. — ^ThEFT    AND    RoUBERT    NOT  UNCOMMON. — LkTTERS  OP  DaVIBS,   GiB- 

SON,  AND  Lee. — The  Governor's  Orders  for  Blankets  and  Clotiiino  for  Fitb 
Hundred  Men. — Steuben  indisposed. — Greene  wants  him  to  join  uib  Abmt.— 
Impediments  thrown  in  his  Wat.— Arnold's  Invasion. 

TO  the  state  of  inactivity  in  which,  daring  the  years  1779 
and  1780,  the  two  armies  in  the  North  remained  watching 
each  other,  the  theater  of  war  in  the  South  formed  a  striking 
contrast.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1778,  an  expedition 
was  sent  into  Georgia  by  Clinton,  Savannah  taken,  and  part  of 
his  troops  left  by  him  m  Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  The  oc- 
cupation of  these  States  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
English,  inasmuch  as  the  richness  of  the  country  put  them  in 
possession  of  plenty  of  victuals  and  of  various  stores,  while 
they  were  able,  not  only  to  deprive  the  Americans  of  a  part 
of  their  necessary  supplies,  but  also  to  prevent  them  from  in- 
vading Florida. 
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The  Lot  season  of  the  year  very  soou  put  an  end  to  the 
plundering  expeditions  into  the  interior,  carried  on  by  the 
English.  At  the  beginning  of  the  winter  1779-'80,  however, 
Clinton  himself  lefl  for  the  South,  and  besieged,  in  the  com- 
mencement of  1780,  Charleston,  which  was  forced  to  surrender 
in  May.  This  success,  on  the  part  of  the  English,  secured  to 
them,  forthwith,  the  possession  of  the  whole  State  of  South 
Carolina.  Cornwallis,  to  whom  Clinton  had  lefl  the  com- 
mand, soon  after  the  capture  of  Charleston  invaded  the  inte- 
rior without  finding  any  obstacle,  and  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  him  from  advancing  as  far  as  Virginia,  if  Congress 
did  not  dispatch  at  once  a  new  army  and  a  new  and  qualified 
general  for  the  submission  and  relief  of  the  southern  States. 

In  this  critical  state  of  things  nearly  all  eyes  in  Congress 
were  bent  upon  General  (jlates.  Although  the  splendid  suc- 
cess achieved  bv  him  at  Saratofca  was  due  rather  to  General 
Philip  Schuyler,  his  predecessor  in  the  command,  it  was,  as  it 
always  happens  in  similar  cases,  exclusively  credited  to  Gates, 
and  as  nothing  since  had  disturbed  his  fame  so  easily  acquired, 
he  was  esteemed  by  all  equal  to  Washington  as  an  officer,  and 
by  some  ranked  above  him.  Without,  therefore,  asking  tho 
opinion  of  the  general-in-chief,  Gates  was  at  once  made  com- 
manding general  of  the  soutliern  army.  The  hope  of  reaping 
new  laurels,  accelerated  his  journey,  and  having  arrived  at 
the  place  of  his  destination,  he  thouglit  himself  so  sure  of 
success  that  he  did  not  heed  the  goo  1  advice  of  oflicers  as  tried 
as  General  De  Kalb.  Venturing  to  attack  an  enemy  so  greatly 
j<ui>erior  both  in  numbers  and  in  the  talent  of  their  leader,  he 
staked  the  issue  of  the  whole  campaign  upcm  a  single  battle. 
The  result  w\'is,  that  on  the  IGth  day  of  August,  1780,  he  was 
totally  <3efeated  in  the  battle  of  Camden.  The  gallant  De 
Kalb  received  a  mortal  wound,  the  regular  army  was  aimi- 
hilated,  and  the  militia,  especially  the  Virginians,  totally  and 
ignominiously  dispersed,  and  in  conseq^ience  of  this  defeat  tho 
whole  South  was  exposed  to  the  operations  of  Lord  Corn- 
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widliB.  At  this  critical  period  all  depended  upon  GateA 
Buocessor.  Congress,  distrustiog  their  own  jadgmenty  gave 
Washington  the  power  to  appoint  him,  and  Washingtott 
selected  for  the  command  Nathaniel  Greene,  one  of  the  ablesti 
most  patriotic  and  energetic  generals  of  the  Revolution.  He 
justified  the  choice  of  the  commander-in-chie^  and  woo  for 
himself  immortal  laurels  on  the  field  which  was  thus  offered 
a  scope  for  his  talents  and  enterprise. 

The  reputation  of  Greene  was  at  this  time  already 
tablished.  As  the  officer  in  whom  ^Washington  placed  the 
greatest  confidence,  ho  had  shared  with  him  the  honors  and 
exploits  of  all  the  campaigns.  Being  the  son  of  an  humblo 
miller  and  blacksmith  in  Rhode  Island,  who  at  the  same  time 
was  a  Quaker  preacher,  it  is  not  strange  that  his  school  edu- 
cation was  very  limited.  What  Greene  afterwards  became  he 
owed  solely  to  himself.  Aflcr  having  worked  all  day  at  the 
plow  or  at  the  anvil,  wo  find  liim  spending  the  niglit  in  study. 
In  his  thirst  after  knowledge  nothing  was  beyond  his  reach. 
History  and  mathematics  he  fancied  above  all;  Csesar  and 
Plutarch  were  his  favorite  authors.  At  the  outbreak  of  the 
difficulties  with  England,  the  young  and  enthusiastic  Greene 
dded,  of  course,  with  the  colonies.  He  had  abeady  acquired 
considerable  personal  importance  at  home,  and  in  the  year 
1770  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Rhode 
Island.  When  war  became  inevitable  he  passed  the  whole 
of  the  time  in  the  study  of  the  military  art.  Soon  afler  the 
battle  of  Lexington  the  militia  of  Rhode  Island  met,  and 
Greene,  in  the  capacity  of  brigadier  general  of  that  colony, 
conducted  sixteen  hundred  men  to  the  camp  near  Boston.  A 
few  months  later  he  was  honored  by  a  commission  of  eqoal 
rank  in  the  Continental  army. 

Washington  in  his  instructions  informing  Greene  of  his 
appointment  to  the  command  of  the  southern  army,  remarks:* 

^^  I  also  propose  to  send  Baron  Steuben  to  the  southward 

♦  Waahlngton's  Writings,  viL,  272. 
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with  you.  His  talents,  knowledge  of  service,  zeal  and  activity, 
will  make  him  very  useful  to  you  in  all  respects,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  formation  and  regulation  of  the  raw  troops,  who 
will  principally  compose  the  southera  army.  You  will  give 
him  a  command  suited  to  his  rank,  besides  employing  him  as 
inspector  general.  If  Congress  approve  it  he  will  take  your 
orders  at  Philadelphia." 

In  a  letter  dated  Preakness,  October  22,  1780,*  Washing- 
ton acquaints  Steuben,  in  the  most  flattering  way,  of  his 
appointment.  "  Though  I  am  sensible,"  says  he,  "  how  im- 
portant your  services  would  be  in  this  quarter,  yet,  as  at  the 
southward  there  is  an  anny  to  be  created,  the  mass  of  winch 
is  without  any  formation  at  all,  your  services  there  would  bo 
still  more  essential;  and  as  I  am  persuaded  that  your  in- 
clination is  to  be  wherever  you  can  be  most  useful,  I  have 
recommended  it  to  Congress  to  send  you  with  General  Greene 
to  the  southern  anny.  If  Congress  approve,  you  will  take 
his  orders  and  proceed  as  speedily  as  possible.  I  wish  you 
may  have  been  able  previously  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  es- 
tablishment of  your  department,  which,  in  your  absence,  will 
become  more  necessary  than  it  luis  been  heretofore.  But,  if 
it  is  not  done,  I  would  not  have  it  detain  you.  Assure  your- 
self that,  wherever  you  are,  my  best  wishes  for  your  success 
and  ha[)piness  atten<l  you." 

Congress,  in  their  session  of  the  30th  of  October,  1780, 
approved  the  appointment,  by  the  commander-in-chief,  of 
Major  General  Greene  to  the  southern  army,  and  adopted  his 
opinion  that  the  talents  and  service  of  Major  General  the 
Baron  Steuben,  inspector  general,  would  be  very  useful  in  the 
southern  department,  to  wiiich  he  was  directed  to  repair. 

Greene  and  Steuben  were  old  friends.  They  had  been 
drawn  near  to  each  other  at  Valley  Forge,  when  the  latter 
was  aided  by  the  former  in  the  introduction  of  his  system  of 
tactics.     From  the  very  moment  of  Steuben's  entering  the 

♦  Washington's  Writings,  viL,  276. 
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army,  the  importance  of  his  acquisition  was  acknowledged 
and  appreciated  by  Greene,  who  became  thenceforth  the  sin- 
cere and  eloquent  advocate  of  Steuben's  reforms,  wliile  Steu- 
ben, at  all  times,  was  ready  to  assist  and  advise  him  in  hia 
new  position  of  quarter-master  general.  They  were  both  act- 
ive in  departments  closely  related  to  each  other,  and  thus  had 
every  opportunity  of  becoming  intimately  acquainted,  imd  of 
appreciating  their  mutual  value.  Steuben,  therefore,  placed 
liimself  most  readily  under  the  command  of  his  old  friend, 
who  shared  the  same  zeal  and  disposition.  During  the  whole 
of  the  campaign,  their  relation  was  kept  up,  pure  and  undis- 
turbed,* and  affords  a  very  favorable  contrast  to  the  various 
chicaneries  and  jealousies  so  oflen  indulged  in  by  other  gen« 
erals,  who  thus  render  their  own  respective  positions  tedious 
and  disagreeable. 

Steuben  at  once  proceeded  to  Philadelphia  to  receive  hia 
orders  from  Greene,  and  to  make  his  preparations.  He  left 
that  city  in  the  begiimiiig  of  November,  1780,  in  company 
with  General  Greene.  The  family  of  the  latter  consisted  of  his 
two  aids,  Major  Burnet  and  Colonel  Morris;  that  of  Steuben, 
of  Major  Benjamin  Walker  and  Duponccau.  "  We  spent," 
relates  Duponceau,*  "  the  first  night  together,  if  I  recollect 
right,  at  Chester.  General  Greene,  having  some  business  to 
transact  with  the  Governors  of  Delaware  and  Maryland,  we 
parted  somewhere  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  pursued  our 
route  to  Richmond,  in  Virginia.  On  our  way,  the  baron  paid 
a  visit  to  Mrs.  Washington  at  Mount  Venion.  We  were  most 
cordially  received  and  invited  to  dinner.  The  external  appear- 
ance of  the  mansion  did  not  strike  the  baron  favorably.  '  If^* 
said  he, '  Washington  were  not  a  better  general  than  he  was  an 
architect,  the  affairs  of  America  would  be  in  a  very  bad  coudi- 
tion.'  The  house  at  that  time  might  he  considered  handsome, 
and  prrhnps  elegant ;  but  at  present,  the  most  thtit  can  be  said 
of  it  is,  that  it  was  a  modest  habitation,  quite  in  keeping  with 

*  Duponooau,  MS.  Letters,  No.  xi.,  dated  Philadelphia^  Soptembor  9,  * 
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the  idea  that  we  have  of  Cincinnatas,  and  of  those  of  the  other 
great  commanders  of  the  Roman  republic.  In  the  interior  we 
aaw  only  two  rooms,  separated  hy  an  entry,  one  of  which  was 
a  parlor,  the  other  the  dining-room.  They  were  respectably, 
bat  not  luxuriously  furnished.  The  baron  having  accepted 
the  invitation,  we  sat  down  to  dinner.  Mrs.  Washington  was 
accompanied  by  a  young  lady,  a  relative,  whose  name,  I  think, 
was  Miss  Custis.  The  table  was  abundantly  served,  but  with- 
out profiuiion." 

Greene  arrived  at  Richmond  about  the  middle  of  Novem- 
1>er,  and  after  a  short  stay  went  further  south.  ^'  Tlie  distress 
and  suffering/'  he  wrote  to  Jeiferson,  on  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber, '^  of  the  inhabitants  of  North  and  South  Carolina  deserve 
the  most  speedy  support  to  keep  alive  that  spint  of  enterprise 
which  has  prevailed  among  them  lately  so  much  to  their  honor ; 
and  it  is  much  easier  to  opix)SC  the  enemy  in  those  States  while 
the  tide  of  sentiment  is  in  our  favor,  than  it  will  be  to  secure 
Virginia  after  they  are  overrun  ;  a  misfortune  which  may  prove 
&tal  to  the  happiness  and  independence  of  America." 

On  the  other  hand,  Greene  was  too  good  a  general  not  to  dis- 
cover at  once  that  his  success  in  the  South  depended  in  no  small 
degree  upon  the  state  of  things  in  Virginia;  that  unless  affairs 
there  were  put  on  a  better  footing,  he  could  not  hope  to  satisfy 
what  was  generally  expected  from  him.  If  he  were  to  reconquer 
the  Carolinas,  ho  had  to  rely  on  Virginia,  which  had  to  secure 
and  cover  his  rear,  and  provide  him  with  the  means  of  carry- 
ing on  an  obstinate  war.  In  this  emergency,  Greene  connted 
on  Steuben,  from  whoso  energy,  talents,  and  discretion,  both 
he  and  the  army  looked  for  the  happiest  results.  On  the  20th 
of  November,  1780,  before  leaving  Richmond  for  Hillsborough 
to  take  the  command  of  the  southern  army,  he  gave  the  follow- 
ing instructions  to  Steuben  :* 

^^  As  the  enemy  are  still  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  as  it  is  al- 
together uncertain  whether  they  mean  to  leave  this  State  or 

*  Steabea  MS.  Papen»  vol  iil 
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not,  I  leave  yon  to  take  command  here.  I  have  mioh  an  en< 
tire  confidence  in  your  capacity  and  experience,  that  I  shall 
not  pretend  to  give  any  particular  instructions,  but  leave  yob 
perfectly  at  liberty  to  govern  yourself  as  circumstances  shall 
render  necessary. 

''  You  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  collect  a  state  of  the  force 
now  on  foot  in  this  State,  the  different  corps  and  time  of  ser- 
vice, which  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  forward  me,  with  such 
remarks  thereon  as  may  occur.  It  is  also  my  earnest  dedre 
that  you  collect,  as  soon  as  possible,  all  the  officers  belon^ng 
to  the  Virginia  line,  and  fix  with  them  the  names  and  number 
that  will  continue  in  service.  The  resolutions  of  Congress 
will  be  your  guide  in  this  business. 

"  I  wish  you  to  examine  into  the  conditions  of  all  the  pub- 
lic works  and  stores  belonging  to  the  Continent  in  this  State, 
and  that  a  general  return  be  made  of  the  articles  belonging  to 
the  difierent  departments. 

"Tlie  quarter-master  general's  department  is  totally  de- 
ranged in  this  State,  and  no  deputy  appointed  to  act.  You 
will  get  the  governor  to  make  an  appointment  without  loss  of 
time,  and  give  the  persons  appointed  directions  to  lay  in  fo- 
rage, and  provide  for  forwarding  the  pubic  stores  through  this 
State  coming  from  the  northward.  The  stores  from  Philadel- 
phia Avill  come  by  the  way  of  Lancaster,  York,  Fredericks- 
town,  in  Maryland,  and  Fredericksburg,  in  Virginia;  Tliis 
matter  is  of  great  importance,  and  will  claim  your  immediate 
attention. 

^^  I  am  told  there  is  a  great  number  of  arms  in  this  State 
which  are  out  of  repair,  but  that  a  considerable  part  of  them 
are  easily  put  in  order.  As  there  is  a  pressing  demand  for  this 
article,  and  as  it  will  increase  upon  the  recruits  coming  in  to 
be  raised  in  this  State,  it  will  be  highly  important  to  the 
seiTice  to  ^x  upon  some  plan  to  have  them  repaired.  You 
will,  therefore,  concert  \vith  the  governor,  as  they  are  State 
arms,  the  most  proper  measures  for  having  them  put  in  repair. 


LIVX    OF    STSUBSN.  849 

**  It  is  my  desire  that  Colonel  Lawson's  corps  of  horse  and 
fi>ot  should  march  immediately  and  join  the  southern  army ; 
and  you  will  give  the  ordera  accordingly,  having  first  settled 
with  the  governor  whether  they  are  under  Continental  orders 
or  not. 

•  *^  Let  an  officer  be  appointed  to  superintend  the  recruiting 
service  in  the  State,  and  direct  him  to  fix  the  places  of  rendez- 
vous for  receiving  the  recruits  as  soon  as  pos^ble.  Colonel 
Davies,  I  think,  will  be  a  very  suitable  person  for  this  service. 
I  shall  leave  with  you  a  copy  of  the  requisition  miade  to  this 
State,  and  desire  you  to  urge  an  immediate  compliance. 

^'  You  will  write  Congress  and  the  board  of  war  the  state 
and  condition  you  find  things  respecting  our  prospects  of  sup- 
plies of  clothing,  and  means  of  transportation. 

"As  seen  as  Major  Lee's  legion  arrives  at  this  place, 
you  will  order  them  on  to  the  southern  army  without  loss  of 
time. 

"  I  am  altogether  uninformed  respecting  the  ordnance  de- 
partment in  this  State.  I  beg  you,  therefore,  to  call  upon 
Colonel  Harrison,  the  commanding  officer  of  artillei*y  in  the 
southern  department,  and  who  is  now  with  the  troops  below, 
and  get  an  account  of  him  of  the  state  of  artillery  and  other 
branches  of  the  ordnance  department  in  the  southern  States^ 
which  I  wish  you  to  provide  me  a  copy  of. 

*'  I  beg  you  to  let  me  hear  from  you  as  often  as  possible, 
giving  a  state  of  the  train  the  public  business  is  in." 

The  task  thus  imix>sed  upon  Steuben  was  extremely  diffi- 
cult and  odious,  especially  that  part  of  it  which  consisted  in 
forwarding  as  many  reinforcements  as  possible  from  Virginia, 
for  Greene's  army.  While  its  proper  fulfillment  required  a 
good  deal  of  judgment  and  military  experience,  the  duties  of 
his  office  were  such  as  to  lead  to  an  inevitable  couffict  with  the 
State  government.  He  was  placed  in  this  dilemma,  cither  to 
{dease  the  State  of  Virginia  and  neglect  the  general  interest, 
or  to  serve  the  general  interest  and  incur  the  certain  enmity 
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of  the  State  of  Virginia.  It  is  saperflaoos  to  say  that  he  chose 
tlie  latter  at  the  risk  of  his  popularity.  However  respectfully 
his  solicitations  and  demands  were  received  at  first,  the  nature 
of  the  relation  between  the  commanding  general  and  the  State 
government  was  such  that  in  the  course  of  time  they  grew 
tired  of  each  other,  and  the  governor  considered  the  interests 
of  his  State  injured  by  yielding  to  the  demands  which  Steu- 
ben made  for  the  public  good. 

(Considering  this  awkward  position,  all  the  entanglements 
and  troubles  Steuben  had  afterwards  with  the  State  govern- 
ment may  be  easily  accounted  for.  From  different  stand- 
points, and  with  a  great  deal  of  prc-occupation,  the  executive 
and  legislative  power,  as  well  as  Steuben,  have  been  eulogized 
and  reprehended,  or  what  blame  was  due  to  one  has  been 
charged  to  the  other.    This,  however,  is  not  just.- 

Steuben  was  in  Virginia  to  attend  to  and  provide  for  the 
interests  of  the  whole  continent.  He  looked  upon  the  single 
.State  merely  as  the  coordinate  means  for  promoting  and  ob- 
taining the  higher  end.  The  Stato,  however,  was  looking  only 
to  itself,  and  no  matter  how  good  its  intentions,  often  was 
wanting  in  judgment  and  failed  to  acknowledge  the  necessity 
of  such  military  measures  as  the  circumstances  called  for.  The 
State  imagined  itself  more  than  once  a  victim  of  conspiracy, 
when  Steuben,  for  the  sake  of  the  southern  army,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  entire  South  and  the  whole  Union,  disposed  of  what 
belonged  to  the  State;  it  saw  usurpation  of  rights,  and  trans- 
gression of  powers,  in  the  orders  of  the  general  commanding. 
Though  it  may  be  admitted  that  sometimes  these  were  rather 
at  variance  with  what  was  commonly  understood  as  liberty 
and  independence,  they  were  not  the  less  in  accordance  with 
the  interests  of  the  country.  An  army  managed  upon  demo- 
cratic principles  is  an  absurdity,  a  contradiction  in  itseIC 
Never  did  a  nation  prove  the  truth  of  this  doctrine  better  than 
the  Americans.  They  were  only  successful,  and  continued  to 
bo  so,  after  their  army  was  di8cipline<l ;  in  other  words,  after 
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every  man  had  learned  to  obey  and  bow  to  the  absolute  will  of 
the  general-ln-cbief  or  his  sufXiriors. 

lliere  b  no  doubt  that  Steuben,  with  the  views  and  prin- 
ciplea  of  strict  obedience  he  had  acquired  in  the  Prussian 
army,  often  came  in  conflict  with  the  ideas  prevailing  at  the 
time  in  this  country,  and  that  ho  must  have  hurt  the  feelings 
of  a  good  many.  But  if  he  made  a  mistake  now  and  then,  he 
was  prompted  by  his  anxiety  to  promote  the  general  welfare, 
and  even  a  bhmder  ought  not  to  detract  from  his  great  merit. 

On  the  other  side,  party  fanatics  went  so  far  as  to  accuse 
Jefferson,  the  governor  at  the  time,  that  he  had  done  too  little 
for  the  defense  of  the  State.  This  imputation  is  just  as  ground- 
less as  that  against  Steuben,  and  probably  would  never  have 
been  raised  if  Jefferson  had  not  been  so  famous  in  politics  in 
later  years.  lie  did  all  he  could,  and  responded  to  Steuben's 
requisitions,  so  long  as  it  was  in  his  power,  but  as  energetic 
and  active  as  he  was,  he  was  not  able  to  overcome  the  difficul- 
ties with  which  the  people  of  the  State  blocked  his  path.  In 
regard  to  Jeflerson's  relations  with  Steuben,  we  must  remark, 
that  no  matter  how  often  they  varied  in  their  respective  plans 
and  pretensions,  they  esteemed  each  other  highly.  Steuben 
did  not  hold  the  governor  responsible  for  the  delays  and  faults 
of  the  State ;  but  found  that  the  slow  movements  of  the  Leg- 
islature, and  the  want  of  enthusiasm  in  the  people,  produced 
them.  Jefferson,  on  the  other  hand,  did  not  look  upon  Steu- 
ben as  an  obstinate  grumbler^  but  as  a  general  ever  ready 
and  anxious  to  promote  the  interests  of  his  country.  These 
amicable  relations  continued  until  Steuben's  death. 

The  evil  which  affected  the  whole  of  Virginia,  and  which 
almost  led  to  her  ruin,  was  the  infinite  disorder,  the  reckless- 
ness pervading  all  classes,  and  the  incredibly  extravagant  squan- 
dering of  all  her  resources. 

The  state  of  things  which  Steuben  noticed  on  his  arrival 
at  Valley  Forge  was  bad,  but  in  Virginia  it  was  still  worse. 
We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  State  and  its  inhabitants  were 
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inactive  At  the  start,  or  that  they  were  nnwilling  to  make 
i-iiices.  They  did  every  thing  at  the  wrong  time,  without  plan, 
control  or  system,  and  thus  did  more  harm  than  good.  Every 
thing  was  in  confusion.  Nowhere  was  any  discipline  uotice- 
able.  Embezzling  and  squandering,  robbery  and  theft,  were 
carried  on  on  a  great  scale.  The  natural  consequence  of  this 
chaos  was,  that  the  zeal  of  the  people,  when  they  saw  the 
unavailability  of  all  exertions  heretofore  made,  became  ex- 
tremely lax.  They  considered  their  personal  sufferings  only ; 
they  paid  no  attention  to  the  general  trouble ;  they  concealed 
what  they  possessed  ;  nothing  could  move  them  to  make  fresh 
sacrifices,  and  they  looked  even  upon  the  man  who  was  to  set 
matters  and  things  anght,  as  their  enemy,  and  opposed  Stcu* 
ben's  arrangements  wherever  they  could. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  need  not  be  surprised  at  the 
unwillingness,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  to  comply  with  the 
requisitions  which  Steuben  had  made  on  it  for  supplying  the 
southern  ai*my.     lie  had  asked'*' 

'^  That  the  State  immediately  fui*nish  its  quota,  agreeably 
to  the  new  establishment,  and  that  the  men  be  supplied  with 
clothing,  blankets,  arms  and  every  accouterment  necessary  to 
equip  them  for  the  field,  in  a  wintcr^s  campaign,  and  that  Law- 
son's  corpSy  and  General  Stevens'  militia,  continue  in  service 
until  the  regular  regiments  are  formed. 

^*  That  the  State  immedmtely  lay  up  a  magazine  of  ton 
thousand  barrels  of  flour  and  five  thousand  barrels  of  beef 
and  pork,  at  Taylor's  Ferry,  and  upwards  upon  the  Roanoke ; 
and  if  it  shall  be  found  that  provisions  can  be  conveyed  down 
the  Wateree  River  in  boats,  that  they  take  measures  for  lodg- 
ing the  whole  upon  the  waters  of  the  Yadkin,  near  Bythinia. 

''  That  the  State  put  up  three  thousand  head  of  cattle,  to 
be  stall-fed  for  the  use  of  the  southern  army,  to  be  driven  to 
camp  for  slaughter  as  they  arc  called  for,  and  that  some  per- 
son be  appointed  to  set  about  this  business  without  loss  oi 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol  xiv. 
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time,  as  it  will  be  impossible  to  feed  the  soathern  army  alto- 
gether upon  salted  provisions,  for  want  of  the  means  of  trans- 
portation. 

^'That  the  State  furnish  one  hundred  good  road  wagons, 
with  a  driver,  four  horses  and  harness  complete  to  each, 
-wagon,  and  that  these  be  got  ready  for  service  as  soon  as 
possible. 

^That  the  State  furnish  forty  artificers  for  the  use  of 
the  southern  army ;  that  twelve  of  them  be  shipwrights  or 
boat-builders,  twelve  house  carpenters,  four  wheelwrights,  six 
smiths,  three  armorers,  two  saddlers,  and  one  harness  maker. 
These  may  bo  negroes,  if  such  can  be  had. 

^  Tliat  the  State  furnish  two  hundred  hogsheads  of  rum 
or  other  spirits,  to  be  deposited  with  the  provisions  upon  the 
Roanoke. 

^^  That  the  State  furnish  such  quantity  of  provisions  at  the 
different  places  of  rendezvous  for  receiving  recruits,  as  the 
officer  superintending  tliis  service  in  the  State  may  require, 
and  that  full  and  ample  supplies  of  forage  be  provided  for 
the  nse  of  the  quarter-master  general's  department  to  enable 
him  to  perform  the  business  of  transportation,  and  other  ser- 
vices that  may  be  required  of  him. 

"  That  the  State  supply  the  military  chest  with  five  thou- 
sand pounds  of  specie,  or  the  value  tliereof,  to  defrny  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  army,  and  that  such  sums  be  advanced 
to  the  officers  of  the  Virginia  line  as  will  enable  them  to  equip 
themselves  for  the  field.'^ 

In  the  course  of  our  history  we  shall  have  to  revert  fre- 
quently to  this  state  of  things,  in  order  to  understand  fully 
the  protraction  of  the  war  in  the  South. 

To  resume  our  narrative :  Greene  was  well  aware  that  his 
weak  side  was  not  in  Virginia,  and  wishing  to  secure  himself 
against  the  advancing  of  the  enemy  into  North  Carolina,  he 
most  urgently  directed  Steuben,  as  well  in  his  above-quoted 
instructions  as  in  a  letter  written  two  days  later,  at  Peters- 
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burg,  that  he  should  order  Lawson's  corps  to  march  imme- 
diatelj  southward. 

Notwithstanditig  the  representations  of  Steabcn  and  the 
orders  of  the  governor,  Lawson  made  no  haste  to  obey.  He 
arrived  on  the  26th  of  November,  1780,  in  Richmond,  and  did 
not  report  himself  to  Steuben  until  the  28th.  According  to 
his  returns  his  corps  consisted  of  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  men  available  for  duty.  Steuben  proposed  to  pass  them 
in  review  on  the  dOth  of  November,  and  to  send  them  on  the 
1st  of  December  to  Hillsborough,  on  their  way  to  join  the 
southern  army.  Anxious  to  support  Greene  with  all  his  power, 
Steuben  informed  him  on  the  28th  of  November,  of  his  inten- 
tion. Ho  indeed  reviewed  the  corps  on  the  30th  at  Peters- 
burg, but  found  only  fifty-seven  cavalry  and  two  hundred  and 
eighty  infantry,  who  were  ordered  to  march  the  next  morning. 
On  the  appointed  day  General  LaAvson  told  Steuben  that  tho 
Assembly  had  passed  a  resolution  for  discharging  the  men  at 
Petersburg,  and  the  next  day  the  resolution  was  really  sent 
by  the  governor  to  Steuben,  who  made  every  effort  to  engage 
the  men  for  a  longer  term.  But  his  exertions  were  vain ;  the 
men  had  already  the  idea  of  going  home,  and  nothing  could 
induce  them  to  stay.  Steuben  then  asked  Lawson  and  tlie 
coIonePs  opinion,  if  they  thought  the  men  would  proceed  un- 
der the  enlistment  by  which  they  were  already  engaged,  and 
was  told  they  would  proceed  with  great  reluctance  and  many 
would  desert.  On  considering  this  he  was  in  favor  of  dis- 
charging them.  "  I  can  assure  you,  sir,"  says  Steuben,  in  a 
private  letter,  of  the  4th  of  December,  1780,  to  Greene,  "that 
you  need  not  regret  their  not  joining  you,  for  from  the  ill  con- 
dition of  the  corps  with  respect  to  discipline,  arras,  etc.,  and 
the  short  time  of  their  enlistment,  they  would  have  rendered 
very  little  service." 

"  Upon  the  whole,"  answers  Greene,  from  the  Pedee,  on 
the  28th  of  December,  1780,*  "I  am  not  sorry  that  General 

♦  Grceno's  M&  Letters. 
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Ltwaon's  corps  did  not  come  on ;  they  would  have  been  of 
little  use,  their  time  of  service  being  too  short.  Nor  am  I  sur- 
prised at  what  you  inform  me  respecting  the  officers  o^  the 
Virginia  line.  They  have  been  too  long  neglected^  and  on 
that  account  have  been  too  much  indulged  in  being  at  home, 
until  all  sense  of  duty  and  discipline  are  lost.  The  State 
either  value  their  services  too  low  or  have  not  the  ability  to 
provide  for  them.  They  are  either  poor  or  blaraable,  which,  I 
am  not  able  to  determine.  However,  you  must  talk  one  lan- 
guage to  the  State,  and  another  to  the  officers.  The  State 
must  be  pressed  to  provide,  and  the  officers  to  obey.  Our 
force  is  so  small,  and  that  which  we  have  so  badly  provided, 
that  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  reinforcements  come  for- 
ward as  fast  as  they  can  be  equipped  fit  for  service ;  and  what 
renders  it  more  necessary  at  this  time,  is,  the  enemy  have  re- 
ceived a  large  reinforcement  and  our  force  is  divided." 

Steuben  did  all  he  could  in  order  to  accomplish  Greene's 
wishes,  and  to  prevail  upon  the  govei*nment  of  the  State  to 
dispatch  a  con^dcrable  number  of  troops,  but  he  was  not  suc- 
cessful. 

"  Instead  of  forwarding  to  General  Greene  the  reinforce* 
ments,  he  expects,"  writes  Steuben,  on  the  27th  of  November, 
1780,  to  Jefferson,*  "  we  are  keeping  a  number  of  corps  dis- 
persed about  the  State,  where  no  enemy  hns  been  these  eight 
days,  thereby  exposing  General  Greene  with  an  inferior  force 
to  the  enemy,  and  exhausting  what  little  provision  was  col- 
lected in  the  State."  Generals  Mtthlenberg,  Wilson,  and  Nel- 
son, still  continued  at  the  head  of  their  separate  armies.  The  ^ 
expenses  of  keeping  such  a  number  of  corps  were  of  course 
enormous  and  wholly  unnecessary.  "  I  find  confirmed,"  writes 
Greene,  on  the  27th  of  November,  1780,t  "in  this  State,  what 
I  apprehended,  that  is,  that  the  numerous  militia  which  have 
t)een  kept  on  foot,  have  laid  waste  almost  all  the  country,  and 
the  policy,  if  persisted  in,  must  in  a  little  time  render  it  alto- 

♦  Steuben  liS.  Papers,  vol.  iil  t  Grocno's  MS.  Letters.        ^ 
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gether  impractioable  to  support  a  regular  body  of  troopa  anfr 
dent  to  give  protection  and  security  to  the  State.  The  ex- 
penses attending  tliis  business  in  the  waste  of  stores  of  various 
kinds  exceed  all  belief.  Twelve  millions  of  money,  I  am  told, 
have  been  expended  since  last  spring.  I  hope  Virginia  will 
avoid  this  destructive  policy,  and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
it  both  to  them  and  to  you  not  to  keep  a  man  more  in  the  field, 
of  the  militia,  than  is  absolutely  necessary  for  covering  the 
country  from  the  enemy's  ravages." 

Steuben  fully  appreciating  and  sharing  General  Greene's 
apprehensions,  impaited  them,  as  in  duty  bound,  to  the  gov- 
ernor, and  proposed  to  discharge  immediately  all  the  militia 
who  were  not  destined  to  go  South  ;  but  for  a  long  while  he 
could  not  succeed  in  effecting  his  object.  It  was  even  im- 
possible to  get  a  return  of  the  number  of  men  whom  the  State 
had  on  foot,  or  the  time  for  which  they  were  enlisted ;  and 
when  they  were  finally  discharged,  the  arms  and  other  articles 
with  which  they  had  been  provided  on  entering  the  service, 
were  lost,  or  at  least  not  forthcoming. 

"The  more  difficult  it  is,"  said  Steuben,  in  a  letter  to 
Washington,  dated  on  the  18th  of  December,  1780,*  "  to  re- 
cruit our  army,  the  more  necessary  is  it  to  remove  the  abuses 
which  cause  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  our  battalions. 
In  consequence  of  your  Excellency's  orders  a  good  many  of 
these  abuses  have  already  been  abolished  in  the  northern 
army  ;  but  they  are  still  luxuriously  growing  in  the  southern 
army,  where  they  are  sapping  all  military  order,  while  in 
the  VirginLi  line  they  have  even  reached  their  highest  pitch. 
This  State,  having  only  a  handful  of  regulars  in  the  field,  is 
continually  ransacked  by  bands  of  officers  and  soldiers,  who 
have  always  a  pretext  for  not  joining  their  regiments,  and 
who  are  drawing  pay  and  rations  for  doing  no  service  at  all, 
while  they  are  committing  excesses  everywhere.  Since  the 
Virginia  line  was  detailed  to  the  southern  army,  it  was  never 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  Utica. 
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Mgnkrly  finrmed ;  naj,  since  I  have  been  in  the  United  States 
it  has  not  had  a  r^olar  organization.  Your  ExceUenoy  will 
recoQect  that  in  Valley  Forge  the  brigades  of  Woodford  and 
Soott  conasted  only  of  a  few  soldiers  and  ofBcers,  confusedly 
adxed  together  without  any  distinction  of  companies  or  reg^ 
iments.  In  such  a  condition  every  corps  must  be  ruined. 
The  officers  do  not  care  for  their  soldiers,  and  they  scarcely 
know  the  officers  who  have  to  command  them.*' 

This  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  officers  was  still  on  the 
increase  in  Virginia. 

The  next  thing  Steuben  proposed  to  do^  was  to  pick  out 
ibur  hundred  of  the  best  provided  men  of  Mtlhlenberg^s    t' 
corps,  which  at  that  time  consisted  of  about  nine  hundred 
men,  and  to  send  them  on  immediately,  under  the  command 
of  Ck)lonel  Green,  to  reinforce  the  southern  army. 

^^  This  has  produced  an  event,"  writes  Steuben  to  Greene, 
at  Petersburg,  on  the  4th  of  December,  1780,  '^  which  appears 
to  me  very  extraordinary.  Yesterday  a  paper  was  handed 
me,  signed  by  the  officers,  complaining  of  ill  usage  from  the 
State,  and  of  the  distressed  situation  of  the  officers  and  men, 
concluding,  that  till  something  was  done  for  them,  they  would 
not  think  of  marching.  You  may  suppose  I  was  exceedingly 
shocked  at  such  a  proceeding ;  however,  as  it  was  not  ad- 
dressed to  me,  I  thought  it  more  prudent  to  take  no  other 
notice  of  it,  than  to  speak  to  General  Mtlhlenberg  on  the 
subject.  I  represented  fully  to  him,  and  to  Colonels  Harrison 
and  Green,  the  fatal  consequences  of  such  a  proceeding,  and 
they  promised  to  speak  to  the  officers." 

Mtlhlenberg,  Green  and  Harrison  made  every  effort  to  an- 
swer Steuben's  wish,  and  by  their  influence  on  officers  and 
men  they  succeeded  in  getting  the  offensive  resolution  with- 
drawn. Thus  the  corps  was  brought  to  reason,  and  after 
being  completely  provided  with  clothing,  arms  and  camp 
equipage,  marched,  on  the  14th  of  December,  for  the  southern 
army.    The  whole  detachment  consisted  of  four  hundred  and 
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fi(^y-nx  men.     Tbe  pptwciblc  means  to  trbich  Stoaben  1 
obliged  to  resort  to  quel!  this  lantiny,  exposea  but  too  < 
his  hctplesimesB  and  the  insafficiency  of  his  power. 

We  sball  hereafter  very  often  meet  Slflhtenborg,  as  h#" 
eommaiided  under  Steuben  in  Virgbia,  and  during  that  ti 
came  in  daily  contact  n-ith  him. 

John  Peter  Gabriel  MOhlcnberg,*  bom  on  the  1st  of  Octoberj^ 
1746,  in  La  Trappc,  Montgomery  county.  Pennsylvsiiia,  vaaig 
hia  character  very  much  like  Steuben.  He  had  the  same  fr\ 
and  true-hearted  suut,  and  in  every  respect  was  a  capable  a 
faithful  officer.  Hia  father,  Henry  Melchior  Mohlenbei^,  fr 
Eimbeck  in  Uanovt-r,  earae  to  America  in  the  year  1 742,  prom 
edby  the  theolo^cal  circle  of  Francke  in  Halle,  and  becauio  hi 
the  founder  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  He  may  well  b 
looked  upon  a;*  the  most  important  and  influential  German  n 
immigrated  in  the  last  century,  and  enjoyed  the  highest  eetfiMD 
and  social  position  among  all  classes.  His  oldest  son,  Peter,  wa4 
also  intended  for  a  preacher,  and  after  having  spent  his  boyhood 
in  the  woods  and  mountains  of  La  Trappc,  in  the  year  1743 
was  sent  to  Halle,  in  order  to  complete  his  education.  The 
sprightly  and  euergetic  boy  was,  however,  ill  fitted  for  fats 
iiitended  vocation.  He  preferred  rambling  about  in  the  woods 
and  fictda  to  the  school  hours  on  the  benches  of  the  Orphan  la- 
stitnle,  and  was  of  course  an  indifterent  scholar.  Little  mora 
than  a  year  bo  bore  the  confinement.  One  day  he  hod  a  fight 
with  ont  of  Ills  teachers,  and  ran  away  from  the  college.  He 
chose  tliu  only  opening  offoicd  to  him  in  bis  distress,  by  en- 
listing as  a  private  in  a  regiment  of  dragoons  which  hspponed 
to  paris  through  Halle.  Being  recognized  by  a  friend  of  bit 
&mily,  Mttlilenberg  owed  it  to  him  that  after  having  sorted 
nearly  a  year,  he  was  discharged,  and  at  once  sent  back  to 
America.  Tbe  iron  discipline  exercised  in  tbe  military  serviw 
of  that  time  bad  somewhat  softened  his  temper,  and  his  fiither, 
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gild  to  tee  him  back,  forgave  him  all  his  past  olSeuses.  If 
Feier  had  be^i  allowed  to  parsue  his  own  inclinations,  he 
would  have  followed  hunting  and  fiirming,  bat  he  felt  himself 
bound  to  acquiesce  in  the  wishes  of  his  ftther,  and  became 
a  preacher.  In  this  capacity  he  acted  at  first  in  New  Gcr- 
mantown,  Somerset  county,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and 
afterwards  in  Woodstock,  Dunmore  county,  Virginia.  Here 
he  took  an  active  part  in  the  difficulties  and  troubles  just  com- 
mencing with  England,  communicated  with  the  most  impor- 
tant politicians  of  the  State,  as  Patrick  Henry  and  Washing- 
ton, and  was  elected  member  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  and 
of  the  convention  at  Williamsburg.  When,  in  the  winter  of 
1775-1776,  the  hostilities  commenced  in  Virginia,  and  six  new 
rei^ments  were  created,  in  addition  to  those  already  existing, 
Mflhlenberg  was  nominated  colonel  of  the  eighth.  From  this 
period  he  became  a  zealous  soldier.  In  taking  leave  of  his 
little  congregation,  in  the  middle  of  January,  1776,  and  men- 
tioning at  the  end  of  his  sermon  that  the  hour  of  battle  had 
oome,  he  at  once  threw  off  his  gown,  and  stood  before  his 
hearers  iu  full  uniform  in  the  pulpit,  ordered  the  drummers  to 
beat  a  march,  and  opened  a  list  for  the  signature  of  recruits. 
Nearly  three  hundred  German  members  came  forward  to  en- 
ter their  names,  and  thenceforth  followed  the  standard  of 
Muhlenberg.  This  corps  distinguished  itself  during  the  whole 
war,  under  the  name  of  the  ^'German  Regiment,''  by  its 
good  discipline  and  bravery.  MQhlenberg,  after  having  been 
employed,  during  the  year  1776,  in  defending  the  southern 
provinces,  received  orders,  in  the  summer  of  1777,  to  join  the 
main  army,  where  he  remained  until  the  winter  of  1779.  At 
this  time  he  was  sent  once  more  to  Virginia,  and  was  com- 
mander-in-chief in  that  State  until  the  anival  of  Steuben. 

It  was  Steuben's  design  and  task  to  dispatch  all  the  Vir- 
ginia regulars  to  General  Greene  in  the  South,  so  soon  as  their 
{daoes  were  filled  by  the  new  drafls  of  recruits  who  were  to 
assemble,  and  so  soon  as  the  cloth,  accouterments  and  arms 
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necessary  for  their  equipment,  coald  be  conected.    Bat  tin 
difficulty  of  procuring  men,  stores  and  arms  was  mudb  greslar 
than  could  reasonably  be  expected.    For  attaining  bis  purpose 
Steuben  ordered  Mahlonberg's  corps,  and  those  of  the  militia 
who  were  engaged  for  three  months  and  more,  to  Petersboig, 
while  he  appointed  at  the  same  time  Colonel  William  Daviea, 
an  excellent  officer,  to  proceed  to  Chesterfield  to  collect,  eqoipiy 
discipline  and  forward  to  the  army  the  recruits  who  were  to 
be  raised  in  the  State.    He  also  ordered  two  magazines  to  ba 
established  there  for  the  quarter-master's  and  field  oommissft' 
ry's  stores,  and  barracks  provided  for  at  least  three  hundred 
men.     As  soon  as  two  hundred  men  were  assembled  and 
equipped  in  the  best  possible  manner,  Colonel  Davies  had  to 
form  them  into  four  companies  of  iitty  men  each,  with  at  least 
two  officers  to  eacli  company,  and  thus  scud  them  to  the  army. 
The  Virginia  troops  under  General  Greene  were  literally 
naked,  and  consequently  dirty,  and  exceedingly  deficient  in  dis- 
cipline.   "  I  wish  you  to  inform  the  StJite,"  writes  Greene  tc 
Steuben,  on  the  8tli  of  December,  from  his  camp  at  Chark>tte 
"  that  the  troops  must  be  properly  found  with  every  thing  to 
fit  them  for  service,  or  that  they  will  not  be  received.     Urge 
the  State  to  begin  the  forming  the  magazines  upon  the  Ro- 
anoke, for  I  am  much  afraid  provision  will  fail  us  in  this  Suite, 
not  altogether  from  a  scarcity,  but  the  want  of  money.     Use 
every  argument  you  can  to  convince  the  Assembly  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  clothing  their  troops.    If  they  mean  they  shall  reiv 
der  any  sei-vice,  or  do  not  wish  to  fall  a  sacrifice  to  death,  de- 
sertion and  disease,  I  beg  them  to  give  their  men  good  covei- 
ing,  for  without  it  this  will  be  their  j)ortion." 

Thus  the  most  prominent  difficulties  in  Steuben's  way  were; 
how  to  raise  Ibhe  troops  and  keep  them  up  to  their  number, 
and  how  to  provide  them  with  clothing,  arms  and  provisions. 
"By  the  inclosed  copy  of  General  Greene's  instructions  to 
me,"  writes  Steuben,  on  the  8th  of  December,  1780,  to  the 
board  of  war  and  W.'ishington,*  "  you  will  see  what  kind  of 
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business  I  am  left  here  to  transact,  but  I  can  not  so  easily  rep- 
resent to  you  the  difficulties  I  meet  with  in  the  cxccntioii. 
The  derangement  of  the  finances  is  more  sensibly  felt  here  than 
in  any  other  part  of  the  continent.  All  the  wheels  of  the  ad- 
ministration are  stopped ;  the  late  invasion  of  the  enemy  has 
completed  the  confusion.  The  few  articles  which  wen^  in 
the  Continental  as  well  as  State  magazines  were  distributed, 
without  any  orders,  to  the  several  corps  of  volunteers,  militia, 
etc.,  and  although  the  strictest  orders  have  been  given  to  col- 
lect the  whole,  I  fear  a  considerable  number  will  be  lost. 

"The  quarter-master's  department,  and  indeed  almost  all 
the  departments  here  have  no  head.  The  executive  part  of 
the  adminii^tration  is  cariiod  on  only  by  expedients,  while  the 
Legislature  can  not  ngree  on  any  system  whatsoever.  They 
are  now  debating  on  the  state  of  finances,  and  the  new  ar- 
rangement of  the  army  has  not  yet  been  taken  into  considera- 
tion. 

"  I  find  it  abs(jlut(.'ly  iini)ossible  to  give  you  an  exact  ac- 
count of  the  troo}).s  of  this  State.  I  have  found  under  the 
orders  of  General  3[flhlenbcr<'  a  bodv  of  about  eleven  hun- 
dred  men,  part  of  whom  are  enlisted  for  eighteen  months, 
another  part  for  eight  months,  and  a  third  for  three  months. 
All  these  men  I  have  found  naked  and  as  ill  armed  as  possible. 
Tliere  were,  besides,  the  scattered  remains  of  two  State  regi- 
ments, consisting  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  enlisted 
for  the  war.  These  troops  are  commanded  by  oflficers  of  differ- 
ent coi-ps  and  regiments  who  remained  in  the  State  under 
the  order  of  General  Scott.  Thoy  dispersed  shice  that  time 
through  the  country,  and  some  have  joined  General  Muhlen- 
berg on  the  late  invasion.  Another  number  of  ofiicers  in  the 
line  are  still  scattered  through  the  State  and  have  not  joined 
General  Muhlenberg,  notwithstanding  the  general  orders  he 
has  issued  to  them  to  do  so. 

"  Nothing  will  be  more  difficult  than  to  arrange  the  lino 
of  the  officers  of  this  State  according  to  the  new  establish- 
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ment.  Thoee  who  are  aotually  ezehanged,  tbe  gmA 
who  fttill  remain  prisoners  of  war,  those  of  the  old  and  ncfir 
State  rogimentSy  and  of  the  additional  regimenta,  all  have  difr 
ferent  pretennons,  of  which  it  is  not  an  eaqr  matter  to  d*^ 
oide.  ,r 

^^  The  ninth  re^ment  is  now  garrisoned  at  Fort  Pitt.  lUa 
regiment  consists  only  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men ;  it  has 
all  its  officers,  and  is  commanded  by  Colonel  John  Gibaoik 
Colonel  Morgan  is  at  the  army  under  Greneral  Greene,  and 
commands  a  company  of  Gibson's  State  regiment  and  sevenA 
other  small  detachments,  of  which  no  retams  have  as  yet  been 
transmitted  to  me.  There  are  with  him  some  officers  belong^ 
ing  to  different  corps.  Brigadier  General  Stevens  commands 
a  body  of  militia  and  three  months'  men  at  Hillsborough,  with 
whom,  I  think,  he  has  now  joined  General  Greene  at  Salia* 
bury. 

"  The  State  had  raised,  besides,  a  body  of  volunteers  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Lawson.  The  raising  of 
this  corps  occasioned  a  great  deal  of  expense.  They  were  en* 
listed  only  for  six  months,  and  were  not  all  together  when 
their  time  was  so  far  advanced  as  to  have  nearly  expired  aft 
the  time  of  their  march  to  the  southern  army.  This  consid* 
cration  engaged  tbe  government  here  to  dismiss  them  beibre 
they  had  rendered  any  service,  and  the  whole  expense  is  lost 
to  the  public.  The  brigade  consisted  of  fifty-seven  horse  and 
two  hundred  and  eighty-three  infimtry. 

^'Another  corps  of  volunteers  and  three  months'  men  was 
in  the  same  case.  It  consisted  of  about  three  hundred  rifle* 
men,  and  the  time  of  their  service  was  to  expire  in  six  weciks, 
which  induced  me  to  discharge  them  to  save  provisions. 

"  You  have  now  very  nearly,  gentlemen,  a  complete  so- 
count  of  the  present  state  of  the  military  in  Virginia. 

*' As  soon  as  the  enemy  had  left  the  bay,  my  first  care  was 
to  dismiss  the  militia  and  those  several  corps  that  were  ftnit- 
lessly  exhausting  our  magazines.    I  gave  immediate  orders  to 
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collect  the  articles  so  much  wanted  to  equip  the  men  who  are 
to  reinforce  the  southern  army. 

"  My  first  design  was  to  reinforce  General  Greene  with 
Lawson's  corps  and  a  detachment  of  infantry  of  eight  hundred 
men ;  but  the  former  being  disbanded  and  the  other  troops 
unprovided  with  every  kind  of  necessaries,  all  I  could  do  was 
to  equip  a  regiment  of  four  hundred  infantry  whom  I  will  set 
on  their  march  the  lOth  of  this  month,  under  the  orders  of 
Colonel  Green,  and  who  ^vill  join  in  fifteen  days  the  army  at 
Salisbury. 

"  Colonel  Lee's  coi'ps  arrived  here  this  day ;  I  furnished 
him  with  twenty-five  good  men  as  tliis  State's  quota,  toward 
recruiting  his  corps ;  they  will  set  forward  immediately  and 
arrive  about  the  same  lime. 

"  I  have  assembled  the  rest  of  the  troops  at  Chesterfield, 
where  there  are  barracks.  In  proportion  as  they  are  equipped, 
I  will  send  them  forward  by  detachments  to  the  army. 

"  Neither  the  new  arrangement  nor  any  other  formation 
can  take  place  until  the  ofiicers  and  their  men  have  joined  the 
army.  I  will,  therefore,  publish  an  order  to  all  the  ofiicers  in 
the  line  to  repair  to  Chesterfield,  whence  they  will  conduct 
the  detachments.  When  they  are  arrived  at  the  army,  the 
new  establishment  may  in  pursuance  to  the  orders  of  Congress 
be  finally  determined  on." 

It  was  impossible  to  get  a  return  of  the  number  of  men 
whom  the  State  had  on  foot,  or  of  the  time  for  which  they 
were  enlisted.  Even  a  return  of  the  Virorinian.s  in  service  at 
the  South,  necessary  as  it  was  for  determining  how  many  men 
were  still  to  be  raised,  could  not  be  given  by  the  inspector, 
Colonel  O.  H.  Williams,  as  the  Virginia  troops  were  entirely 
deranged  after  the  defeat  of  Camden,  and  as  there  was  no 
regular  corps  left;  in  camp  except  the  regiment  of  Colonel 
Buford.  Under  these  circumstances  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  Steuben  to  arrange  the  State  line  according  to  Greene's 
orders.    The  scattered  situation  of  the  ofiicers,  their  difierent 
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pretenidoiU)  and  several  other  impedimental  retiderad  it  WMHf 
impracticable  to  make  any  arrangement  beibre  all  the  olAoete 
arrived  at  oamp.  The  coontry  was  fiill  of  ofllcem  and  men, 
sent  from  the  army  nnder  yarions  pretenseSi  by  whioh  tlM 
service  sofEered  exceedingly.  Steuben,  therefore,  ordered  all 
the  Continental  officers  belonging  to  the  Ylr^ia  line,  to  as- 
semble at  Chesterfield  Conrt-hoose,  on  or  before  the  10th  of 
February,  1781,  that  their  claims  might  be  conmdered  and 
finally  decided  upon.  Those  who  failed  to  attend  were  to  be 
considered  as  having  resigned,  those  living  in  the  vidnity  of 
Chesterfield  had  to  repur  thither  as  soon  as  possible,  to  take 
oharge  of  the  troops  who  might  be  ready  to  join  the  southern 
army.  In  order  the  more  effectnally  to  keep  the  troops  to- 
gether, Steuben  laid  a  plan  for  preventing  desertion,  before  the 
governor,  in  which  he  clearly  indicates  the  abuses  and  disorder 
prevailing  in  the  army. 

*^  By  the  long  continuation,"  so  it  begins,  *^  of  a  war,  it  is 
natural  that  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  raising  men  should 
increase ;  and,  therefore,  every  possible  means  should  be  em- 
ployed for  the  preservation  of  the  men  after  they  are  raised, 
and  every  abuse  which  has  a  contrary  tendency  should  be  in- 
quired into,  and  those  who  commit  them  severely  punished. 

^*  The  incomplete  state  our  regiments  have  always  been  in, 
has  had  a  very  bad  effect  in  this  respect ;  the  regiments  were 
obliged  to  be  incorporated  into  one  another,  and  the  officers 
being  shifted  about  no  longer,  had  not  that  attachment  to  their 
men  which  is  necessary  for  their  preservation ;  on  the  contrary, 
being  disgusted  at  the  instability  and  smallness  of  their  com- 
mands, they  became  careless  of  their  men  and  suffered  them  to 
absent  themselves  when  well,  and  when  sent  away  sick,  took 
no  pains  for  their  recovery  or  their  return,  and  every  doctor 
in  an  hospital  gave  furloughs  and  discharges,  whereby  num- 
bers of  men  have  been  lost  to  the  service. 

*^  As  discharges  from  the  aimy  have  been  without  any  pre- 
scribed form,  and  not  printed,  it  is*  more  than  probaUe  that 
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many  have  been  counterfeited  by  deserters,  who  have  thus 
returned  with  impunity  to  their  homes.  That  these,  and  other 
abuses,  have  been  too  often  committed  in  this  State,  is  evident 
from  the  very  small  number  of  the  eighteen  month  men  now  in 
ser>*ice." 

Toward  the  latter  part  of  December,  1780,  the  State  As- 
sembly had  resolved  to  raise  three  thousand  men  by  enlist- 
ment for  the  war,  or  by  draft  for  eighteen  months,  in  order  to 
complete  their  line  on  the  new  establisliment.  Steuben  found 
this  force  too  small  for  the  purpose  intended.  Persuaded  that 
even  this  number  could  not  be  collected  if  no  greater  precau- 
tions were  taken  than  hitherto,  he  proposed  the  following  plan 
to  the  government : 

"  That  there  should  be  one  general  rendezvous  for  all  the 
recruits  of  the  State  at  Chesterfield  Court-house,  where  Colo- 
nel Davies  was  appointed  to  command. 

"  Besides  this  there  should  not  be  less  than  six  nor  more 
than  eight  places  of  rendezvous,  appointed  by  the  Legislature 
at  places  thought  most  proper,  where  the  recruits  should  bo 
delivered  by  the  county  lieutenant,  or  some  person  authorized 
by  him.  A  captain,  two  subalterns,  and  four  sergeants,  to  be 
stationed  at  each  of  these  places  to  receive  the  recruits,  and 
written  instructions  should  bo  given  to  each  captain-,  with  a 
description  of  the  recruits  that  were  to  bo  accepted.  With 
each  recruit  a  paper  should  be  delivered  specifying  his  age, 
size,  trade,  place  of  residence,  county  for  which  he  served,  if 
drafted  or  enlisted,  and  for  how  long,  and  the  bounty  ho  re- 
ceived ;  and  as  the  Assembly  liad  determined  that  each  district 
should  furnish  their  recruits  with  certain  articles  of  clothing, 
whatever  clothing  was  delivered  with  the  recruit  should  also  bo 
inserted,  and  the  whole  signed  by  the  person  who  delivered  them. 

"  The  officer  receiving  the  recruit  should  give  duplicate 
receipts  to  the  county  lieutenant,  one  of  which  he  had  to  keep, 
and  to  send  the  other  to  the  governor  as  voucher  for  the  de- 
livery of  the  recruit.    From  these  places  of  rendezvous  the 
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nornits  were  to  be  sent,  properlyoflbered,  to  the  gflnenl 
desvooa,  where  they  were  to  be  equipped  and  lent  by  detulk 
mente  to  the  army. 

^*  Colonel  Dayies  was  to  be  famished,  by  goyenimeiit  with 
the  number  each  county  had  to  furnish,  that  he  might  infiMm 
them  from  time  to  time  what  progress  they  made  in  complet- 
ing the  quota  assigned  to  them. 

^  With  these  precautions,"  concludes  Steuben,  ^  I  have 
hopes  that  the  deficiencies  will  not  be  so  great  as  they  have 
always  been.  Indeed  I  am  fuUy  of  opinion  that  hitherto  no- 
body has  known  how  many  recruits  have  been  delivered  by 
the  State  or  received  by  the  anny." 

It  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  number  of  recruits  assem- 
bling  in  December,  1780,  at  Chesterfield  Court-house,  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  five  or  six  hundred  men,  that  energetic 
measures  should  be  speedily  adopted  to  remedy  the  existing 
abuses.  These  men  were  so  naked,  that  if  some  clothing  and 
blankets  could  not  be  procured  at  once  for  them,  they  must 
all  fall  sick'  before  they  could  be  ordered  to  march.  While 
thus  the  poor  Continentals  were  perishing  for  want  of  the 
barest  necessaries,  the  blankets,  which  the  State  of  Virginia 
bad  issued,  and  which  the  militia  had  agreed  to  give  up  for 
the  troops,  were  delivered  to  General  Lawson's  corps,  whi(^ 
consisted  mostly  of  persons  of  property — ^that  same  corps  which 
refused  to  march  for  the  South,  and  which,  being  engaged  only 
for  a  short  term,  had  come  into  the  field  well  provided  with 
clothing.  *'  Shoes  and  blankets,"  writes  Davies,  on  the  Slat 
of  December,  1780,  to  Steuben,  '^and,  indeed,  almost  every 
kind  of  clothing,  are  universally  wanting.  I  think  not  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifly  can  take  the  field  as  at  present 
dad,  but  with  clothing  I  think  four  hundred  might  maroh. 
Indians  are  not  more  naked,  nor  half  so  miserable.  We  have 
seventy  good  tents,  but  we  have  not,  nor  have  I  ever  been 
able  to  get,  notwithstanding  my  firequent  applications,  aoy 
cords  to  make  loops  with." 
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"it  has  been,"  reports  l>avies  on  another  occohiod,  "  a  mat- 
ter of  great  coucuru  to  mo,  that  the  ollicers  can  not  bo  pre- 
vailed upon  to  confine  themselves  to  this  station ;  they  do  not 
look  ujx>n  the  men  as  permanently  tlieirs,  and  therefore  they 
will  not  pay  the  same  attention  to  them  as  if  they  were.  Thus 
thuy  are  entire  strangers  to  the  men  ;  many  have  deserted,  and 
nobody  knows  any  thing  about  it ;  and  to  this  hour  soldiers 
are  dropping  in,  one  after  another,  belonging  to  no  company, 
and  begging  to  be  admittetl.  Some  of  the  companies,  too, 
Lave  no  ollicers  here,  owing  to  furloughs  which  have  been 
granted,  and  to  their  delay  in  coining  up  from  Petersburg,  so 
that  the  greatest  dilHculties  have  occurred  in  completing  the 
rolls.  1  thought  it  bettor  to  send  them  to  you  imperfect  as 
they  are,  than  run  the  risk  of  delay  which  you  seemed  in  your 
letter  desirous  lor  me  to  avoid." 

"It  is  needless  to  repeat  to  you,*'  writes  Colonel  11.  Lee, 
Jr.,  on  the  17th  uf  December,  from  l^aleysburg,  to  Steuben, 
'•our  nakedness  and  wants.  Tiieir  inlluence  I  have  already 
expenenced,  having  lost  three  of  my  old  soldiers  and  one 
wagoner  since  the  morning.  Shoes,  boots,  overalls,  shirts, 
blankets,  vests  and  coats  compose  the  essential  pari  of  our 
distress.  We  want  axes  and  horse  shoes  exceedingly,  being 
entirelv  destitute  of  these  articles." 

On  the  same  day  Colonel  Da  vies  asked  two  or  more  whip 
sa.vs  at4Biand  saws  for  the  use  of  his  post  at  Ciie^teriield,  as 
he  had  borrowed  those  he  had  had  in  use,  anil  been  compelled 
to  retMU  ^em.  "  We  are  exceedingly  distresse<l,"  says 
Davies  at4Hpl^^''  plaice,  "for  want  vt'  somebody  to  attend  to 
our  meH  in  cam]),  as  the  hospital  is  so  full  we  can  not  fmd  room 
for  them^UThree  have  died  in  the  huts  within  these  four 
days,  owing  to  the  hardships  of  their  situation." 

These^n stances  mav  sufHce  to  show  the  nakedness  of  the 
troops,  the  total  insufficiency  of  means,  and  the  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  government  to  provide  the  most  indispensable 
necessaries  of  equipage  to  make  the  soldiers  lit  ibr  duty. 
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It  was  but  the  natond  oonseqaenoe  of  this  ittte  of  ^ngi 
that  niaubordioatioD,  want  of  disoipline  and  deeextion  pctf> 
Tailed  generally.  Even  theft  and  robbery  aometimes  o»> 
ourred.  *^The  store  containing  some  dothing,"  writes  Colonil 
George  Gibson,  dated  Batavio,  on  the  22d  of  December,  1780^ 
to  Steuben,  ^^  for  the  regiment  late  under  my  command,  win 
broken  open  on  Wednesday  last,  and  robbed  of  many  valtgiUle 
articles  to  a  ooniuderable  amount  Lieutenant  Russell,  who 
first  discovered  the  depredation,  found  the  corporal  absent  from 
his  guard  and  drunk,  and  from  every  other  circumstance  he 
is  induced  to  believe  the  guard  either  were  the  sole  perpe- 
trators of  the  %illainy,  or  else  collusively  so.  The  many  rob- 
beries committed  by  the  very  rascals  who  were  placed  as  guards 
have  been  so  frequently  practiced  by  the  soldiery  in  onr  line, 
that  impunity  seems  to  have  fixed  this  mode  of  doing  bciair 
ness  as  a  matter  of  duty.  However,  I  hope  in  Grod  the  example 
that  will  be  made  of  these  miscreants  will  deter  others  from 
attempting  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  future." 

Under  these  circumstances  Steuben's  operations  proceeded 
but  very  slowly.  He  prevailed,  however,  on  the  governor  to 
give  orders  for  the  immediate  purchase  of  clothing  and  blan- 
kets for  five  hundred  men  to  equip  the  troops  at  Chesterfield ; 
he  endeavored  to  procm-c  as  many  good  arms  as  possible,  with 
bayonets,  and  this  done  he  intended  to  send  to  Greene  another 
detachment  like  that  under  Colonel  Green.  Steubpn  wished 
himself  to  join  General  Greene  as  soon  as  he  had  succeeded  in 
arranging  the  Virginia  line.  He  was  laboring  under  a  severe 
indisposition,  partly  from  the  innumerable  vex^lPlks  to  which 
his  official  duties  subjected  him,  and  partly  from  the  badness 
of  the  accommodations  that  were  provided  for  J^.  ^^  It  is 
the  way,"  writes  Davies,  on  the  26th  of  Decen^&r,  1780,  to 
B.  Walker,  ^^  this  thankless,  and  I  was  going  to  say^  worthless 
country  treats  all  her  ofiicers.  If  it  would  be  equally  con- 
venient to  the  baron,  I  will  cheerfully  give  up  my  quarters  to 
him."    Greene  himself  was  anxious  to  get  the  assistance  of 
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Steuben.  "As  I  am  now,"  writes  ho  on  the  28tb  of  December, 
1780,  from  his  camp  on  the  Pedee,  ^'  without  a  single  general 
officer  with  me  in  this  camp,  except  General  Huger,  who  is  a 
brigadier  for  this  State,  and  not  desirous  of  conmianding  other 
troops,  it  is  my  wish  you  should  come  forward  as  soon  as  you 
haye  made  the  necessary  arrangements  on  the  Virginia  line. 
We  are  now  in  a  camp  of  repose,  and  could  we  get  clothing 
we  might  improve  our  discipline.  Your  aid  in  this  and  many 
other  matters  will  be  essential  both  to  me  and  the  service." 

But  it  was  impossible  for  Steuben  to  comply  with  Greeners 
order,  although  his  own  wishes  strongly  prompted  him  to  do 
80.  In  the  iii*st  place  there  was  no  prospect  of  his  being  able 
to  conclude  his  business  in  Virginia,  and  in  addition  to  this 
another  serious  obstacle  arose,  which  still  further  impeded 
Steuben's  progress.  This  obstacle  was  the  invasion  of  the 
State  by  Arnold. 

10* 
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Al^EU  the  transfer  of  the  scat  of  war  to  the  South,  Vir- 
ginia, with  her  rich  resources,  was  re]X}atecytoinvaded  by 
the  British.  The  exposed  situation  of  the  counTry,  her  scat- 
tered popuhition  and  easily  accessible  streams,  inlets,  rivers 
and  creeks  contributed  much  to  assure  success  to  ffn  invading 
army,  as  was  proved  in  May,  1779,  wlien  General  Mathews 
made  a  descent  upon  Virginia  with  two  thousand  men,  and 
burnt,  ravaged  an<l  plundered  the  whole  sea-board  without 
o]>2)osition. 

So  soon  as  Virginia  w\is  invaded  and  tlio  great  storo-houso 
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destroyed,  as  some  had  jiutly  called  this  State,  which  chiefly 
supplied  the  South,  and  was  so  conveniently  situated  midway 
between  the  northern  and  southern  theater  of  war,  all  resist- 
ance in  the  South  was  rendered  fruitless,  and  the  operations 
of  Lord  Comwallis,  in  the  Carolinas  were  greatly  facilitated. 
The  breaking  up  of  Virginia,  therefore,  soon  became  one  of 
the  principal  designs  of  the  Biitish. 

Li  the  fall  of  1780  another  attack  was  made  upon  that 
State.  Lord  Cornwallis,  after  his  victory  at  Camden,  sent  a 
considerable  body  of  troops,  under  Ferguson,  towards  Vir- 
ginia, and,  at  the  same  time,  an  expedition  sailed  from  New 
York,  under  General  Leslie,  for  the  same  destination.  They 
entered  the  mouth  of  James  river  on  the  15th  of  October, 
1780,  but  fuidhig  a  strong  opposition  from  the  forces  under 
General  Muhlenberg,  who  then  commanded  in  Virginia,  they 
were  coniiued  to  Portsmouth,  and  having  miserably  failed  in 
their  object  returned  to  Xew  York  on  the  25th  of  November, 
a  iew  days  afler  Steuben's  arrival.  Colonel  Ferguson  having 
been  previously  defeated  at  King's  Mountain. 

The  appointment  of  Greene  to  the  southern  army,  and  the 
command  of  Steuben  in  Virghna,  made  it  a  matter  of  impor- 
tance to  the  British  to  renew  their  efforts  to  cut  off  the  sup- 
plies of  men  and  provisions  which  Virginia  was  destined  to 
furnish  for  the  southern  army.  The  notorious  Arnold  was 
deputed  to  accomplish  the  task  which  Leslie  had  failed  to 
perform.  He  could  not  have  arrived  at  a  more  inopportune 
moment  for  the  Americans.  The  militia,  which  had  been 
collected  to  operate  against  Leslie  at  Portsmouth,  was  just 
disbanded ;  the  first  enlistment  of  troops  and  forwarding  of 
men  to  the'South  had  scarcely  begun,  and  the  general  con- 
fusion appeared  greater  than  at  any  time  before,  when  the 
news  of  Arnold's  arrival  spread  over  the  defenseless  and  panic- 
stricken  country. 

Although  the  government  of  the  State  had  been  informed, 
as  early  as  the  9th  of  December,  1780,  of  the  approach  of  a 
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hostile  expedition,  nothing  was  done  toirftrds  meetiiig  at 
the  first  difficaltics  and  embarrassments.  BTerybody  lo 
upon  Stenben  as  their  chief  relianoe  in  their  hoar  of  pre 
need ;  but  we  have  seen,  in  the  preceding  chapter,  how 
conid  be  expected  from  the  feeble  force,  if  sach  it  oa 
called,  at  his  disposal. 

We  can  not  give  a  better  description  of  the  invaacm 
the  reports  which  Steuben  made  to  Generals  Greene 
Washington,  on  the  8th  and  11th  of  January,  1781,  and  f 
we  quote  in  full. 

^^On  the  dlst  of  December,"  writes  Steuben  to  Gr 
**  the  govomor  informed  me  of  a  fleet  of  twenty-sevei 
having  arrived  at  Willoughby  Point,  in  consequence  of  v 
I  immediately  dispatched  Colonel  Senf  and  Captain  F 
down  the  south  side  to  procure  intelligence  of  their  str< 
and  destination ;  and  General  Nelson  was  sent,  the  same 
down  the  north  side,  to  act  as  circumstances  might  re< 
Notwithstanding  these  precautions,  we  did  not  receive 
least  intelligence  till  the  2d  of  January,  when  the  gOT 
informed  me  that  nineteen  ships,  two  brigs  and  ten  sloop 
schooners  were  in  Wairasquiack  Bay,  and  were  getting  \ 
way  to  proceed  up  the  river,  and  that  their  destinatioi 
Petersburg.  I  directly  waited  on  the  governor  and  co 
and  requested  four  thousand  militia  might  be  called  out 
mating  the  enemy's  force  at  twenty-five  hundred. 

"The  distressed  situation  of  the  Continental  troo 
Chesterfield  Court-house  would  only  permit  on©  hundre 
fifty  of  them  to  be  ordered  out.  These  I  formed  into  i 
talion  and  sent  to  Petersburg  to  cover  the  public  store) 
at  the  same  time  sent  Colonel  Carrington  the^e  to  re 
them.  I  also  took  proper  measures  for  the  removal  c 
stores  and  hospital  from  Chesterfield,  in  case  the  enemy  s 
move  that  way. 

"The  next  day,  on  the  3d  of  January,  we  were  advis 
the  enemy's  arrival  off  Williamsburg,  where  General  !^ 
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had  collected  about  one  hundred  and  fifly  militia.  Here  a 
flag  was  sent  with  a  letter,  to  which  General  Xelson  returned 
a  verbal  answer,  that  he  would  defend  the  town.  They 
landed  a  fQW  troops  at  Jamestown,  but  rc6mbarked  them 
agiun  immediately  and  proceeded  up  the  river.  At  midnight 
their  foremost  vessel  passed  Hood's,  where  we  had  a  battery 
of  two  iron  ten  pounders  and  a  brass  howitzer.  Three  shots 
were  €red,  two  of  which  struck  the  vessel,  on  which  the  rest 
of  the  fleet  brought  to.  A  party  landing  below,  the  militia 
(about  seventy)  evacuated  the  battery,  and  the  cannon  and 
howitzer  fell  into  their  hands.  They  burnt  the  carriages  of 
the  guns  and  carried  off  the  howitzer. 

"  The  4th,  in  the  morning,  we  received  intelligence  that 
the  enemy's  fleet  lay  at  Westover,  and  were  preparing  to  dis- 
embark. It  was  then  evident  their  object  was  Richmond, 
and  orders  were  immediately  given  for  the  removal  of  the 
public  stores.  As  the  enemy  had  twenty-five  miles  to  march 
before  they  reached  the  town,  I  was  in  hoi)es  a  force  would 
collect  sufticient,  at  least,  to  check  their  progress,  but,  to  my 
Borprise,  about  one  hundred  men  were  all  that  could  be  as- 
Mmbled.  These  I  sent  down  under  the  command  of  Major 
Dick,  a  State  oflicer,  to  whom  I  gave  orders  to  harass  the  en- 
emy by  firing  at  them  from  every  favorable  jnece  of  ground. 
These  orders  were,  however,  badly  executed.  The  enemy 
moved  that  evening  to  Four  Mile  Creek,  where  they  en- 
camped at  about  eleven  o'clock. 

"  What  few  Continental  stores  were  in  town  I  sent  out  to 
Westham,  having  previously  ordered  Major  Claiborne  up  the 
river  to  collect  boats  there  to  transport  them  across.  I  also 
ordered  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  Continental  troops  to  march 
from  Petersburg  and  take  a  position  opposite  to  Westham ; 
and  Colonel  Davies,  having  sent  all  the  stores  and  the  hospi- 
tal from  Chesteriield,  was  ordered  to  the  same  place  with  the 
remainder  of  his  naked  troops.  The  State  stores,  of  which 
great  quantities  were  in  town,  were  imder  the  direction  of 
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Cdond  IL,  by  ^ose  inactivity  and  downright  tnff&ganA^ 
*  great  part  was  lost.  Of  their  artillerj,  I  aecnred,  myMU}. 
five  pieoes  which  were  mounted ;  the  rest,  conaiBtiiig  of  threir 
brass,  and  a  great  number  of  iron  pieces,  iell  into  the  enemy^ 
hands.  Not  a  single  man,  except  those  I  had  sent  oat,  under* 
took  to  oppose  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  I  thought  it  priF 
dent  to  cross  the  river  in  thu  evening,  and  took  my  quarten 
in  Manchester,  and  next  day,  about  twelve  o'clock,  the  enemy 
took  possession  of  the  town,  having  marched  twenty-five  milea 
with  eight  hundred  and  fifty  men  and  about  thirty  horse,  with* 
out  receiving  a  single  shot.  They  left  about  half  their  force 
in  town,  and  proceeded  immediately  with  the  rest  to  West^ 
ham,  where  they  burnt  all  the  public  buildings,  consisting  of 
a  foundery,  with  a  boring-mill,  powder  magazine,  and  some 
small  sliops,  and  returned  to  Richmond  the  same  evening. 
The  Continental  stores  had  been  all  sent  across  the  river,  and 
some  of  the  State  stores.  What  part  was  left  I  have  not  yet 
learned.  About  three  hundred  militia  had  arrived  at  West* 
ham  on  their  way  down,  and  arms  were  actually  recrossing 
fi)r  them,  but  heanng  of  the  enemy's  approach,  and  being  un- 
armed, they  dispersed. 

"  The  next  morning,  I  ordered  the  battalion  of  Continen- 
tal troops,  to  which  I  had  attached  two  of  the  State  pieces  of 
artillery,  to  Manchester,  where  there  were  about  two  hundred 
militia  collected.  With  these  I  intended  to  oppose  any  at- 
tempts they  might  make  to  cross.  They,  however,  did  not 
attempt  it,  but  about  eleven  o'clock  began  to  set  fire  to  the 
public  buildings,  and  before  one  o'clock,  had  entirely  quitted 
the  town.  They  burnt  a  rope-walk,  the  public  work-shops  and 
two  or  three  public  stores.  Two  of  the  inhabitants  came  out 
with  propositions  from  Arnold  to  pay  for  half  of  the  tobacco 
on  their  giving  hostages  for  the  delivery  of  the  whole  to  ves* 
sels  ho  should  send  for  it.  The  governor  refused  to  agree  to 
it,  and  as  they  did  not  come  out  as  a  flag,  I  refiised  their  re- 
turn.   Tho  tobacco,  however,  was  left  unhurt.    A  great  part 
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of  the  inhabitants  having  removed,  their  houses  were  plun- 
dered by  the  soldiers.  The  enemy  marched  that  night  to 
their  former  position  at  Four  JMilo  Creek,  where  they  en- 
camped, and  yesterday  got  to  Westover.  On  their  return, 
great  excesses  were  committed  by  straggling  parties.  As 
there  were  great  quantities  of  grain  and  flour  at  the  mills 
near  Warwick,  I  marched  my  little  force,  on  the  6th,  in  the 
evening,  to  that  place.  Yesterday  I  advanced  to  Osborn's, 
and  this  day  arrived  here  at  Petersburg.  I  find  about  four 
hundred  and  fitly  militia  here  under  Colonel  Gibson,  whom  I 
had  ordered  to  take  the  command  in  the  absence  of  Generals 
Mflhlenberg  and  Weedon.  On  the  first  intimation  of  the  en- 
emy's approach,  I  wrote  these  gentlemen,  but  have  heard 
nothing  from  them.  The  public  stores,  of  which  great  quan- 
tities were  in  this  town,  were  all  removed  by  the  gi'cat  exer- 
tions of  Colonel  Carrington  and  Colonel  Gibson.  Yesterday 
General  Small  wood  arrived  here,  and  has  been  so  obliging  jis 
to  stop  and  attbrd  us  his  assistance.  Some  vessels  of  the  en- 
emy were  sent  up  this  river  yesterday  to  take  or  destroy  some 
merchant  vessels  lying  there,  but  by  the  disposition  which  Gen- 
eral Smallwood  made  with  some  ship  guns  and  the  militia, 
they  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  enter])rise. 

"  General  Nelson,  during  all  this  time,  was  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river.  On  the  3d,  he  was  twelve  miles  above  Wil- 
liamsburg, with  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  men  ;  the  next 
day  he  moved  four  miles  higher,  and  wrote  me  that  ho  ex- 
pected to  have  three  hundred  and  fifty  militia  by  the  5th  at 
noon  ;  the  7th,  he  wrote  me  from  Long  Bridge,  on  Chicka- 
hominy,  that  the  enemy  were  moving  down  to  their  shipping, 
and  that  the  rain  the  preceding  night  had  incapacitated  his 
men  for  immediate  service.  In  fact,  the  enemy  returned  a.s 
they  went,  without  a  single  shot,  and  have  lain  quietly  at 
Westover,  in  a  scattered  manner,  all  this  day. 

"  As  the  stores  were  all  removed  hence,  and  a  consider- 
able force  of  militia  collected,  I  do  not  imagine  the  enemy 
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will  attack  this  ])liico.  I  have  some  hopes  of  being  abte  to 
annoy  them  from  Hood's  on  their  return.  The  river  there 
is  very  narrow,  but  we  have  yet  no  guns.  I  have  sent  to  have 
those  which  are  there  remoanted,  and  shall  march  there  my- 
self with  all  the  militia  I  can  arm,  so  soon  as  I  hear  the  enemy 
are  moving  down. 

*'The  greatest  distress  we  now  feel  is  the  want  of  arms; 
great  part  of  those  belonging  to  the  State  were  damaged  hf 
the  militia  daring  the  late  invasion,  or  were  scattered  at  diflRir- 
ent  places  and  never  collected  or  repaired.  Those  at  Rioii- 
mond  were,  on  the  enemy's  approach,  sent  off  in  such  disorder 
that  part  of  them  are  not  yet  found.  The  militia  are  ooming 
in,  and  no  arms  to  pnt  in  their  hands,  while,  on  the  other  aide, 
Ckneral  Nelson  has  fifteen  hmidred  stand,  and  only  five  hmi- 
dred  men. 

'^  I  can  not  conclude  without  mentioning  how  much  I  am 
indebted  to  Colonel  Davies  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carring- 
ton  for  their  assistance  on  this  occa«on." 

^'  The  encmy,*^  continues  Steuben,**  at  camp  near  Hood^ 
on  the  11th  of  January,  1781,*  *'  lying  still  at  Westover  on  the 
9th,  and  some  vessels  which  had  lain  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ap* 
pomatox,  dropping  down  that  day  to  their  fleet,  I  thought  it 
evident  they  had  no  design  against  Petersburg,  and  therefore 
ordered  the  few  militia  who  were  assembled  there  to  march  to 
Prince  George  Court-house,  and  went  there  myself,  that  I  might 
bo  more  at  hand  to  prepare  against  any  movement  of  the  ene- 
my. The  10th,  in  the  morning,  I  was  informed  they  were  em- 
barking their  troops,  and  on  reconnoitering  them  myself  from 
Coggings  Point,  I  found  their  embarkation  completed,  and  the 
vessels  preparing  to  sail. 

*^  It  had  been  found  impracticable  to  remount  the  camion 
at  Hood%  or  to  prepare  any  obstruction  to  their  passing  that 
place.    Of  this,  however,  the  enemy  were  ignorant ;  and  think- 

*  Greene's  MS.  Papers  and  E^nrks's  Revolutionary  OofrespoDdeiioe^  iB. 
208. 
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ing  it  very  probable  they  woiikl  land  a  party  to  examine  these 
works  before  they  attempted  to  pass,  I  ordered  three  hundred 
infiuitry  and  about  thirty  horse,  under  Colonel  Clark,  to  lie  in 
ambush  to  receive  them.    About  twelve  o'clock  the  fleet  got 
under  way,  and  at  four  o'clock  I  saw  them,  from  Hood's,  come 
to   within  cannon  shot.     At  dark  they  landed  troops  from 
eig^liteen  boats— deserters  say  five  hundred — who  immediately 
attacked  a  small  picket  we  had,  and  pursued  them  to  within 
forty  paces  of  the  ambuscade,  when  our  troops  gave  them  a 
fire ;  but  on  their  returning  it,  and  charging  bayonets,  the 
militia  immediately  fled.     After  throwing  the  cannon  into  the 
river,  the  enemy  returned  to  their  ships,  which,  at  daylight, 
were  five  miles  below.     I  ordered  three  hundred  infantry  and 
two  trooi>s  of  horse  down  to  Cabin  Point,  and  encamped  with 
the  remainder,  about  five  hundred  men,  at  this  place.     As  an 
attempt  might  be  made   at   Williamsburg,  and  as  General 
Nelson  had  only  four  hundred  men,  I  ordered  five  hundred 
and  sixty  militia,  who  were  then  on  their  way  to  join  me,  to 
cross  the  river  and  reinforce  him.     The  next  great  object  for 
the  enemy  being  Hunter's  works  and  the  stores  at  Fredericks- 
burg, I  wrote  the  governor  to  countermand  the  militia  from 
that  quarter.     General  Woldon  had  already  advanced  with 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  as  far  as  Hanover  Court-house 
before  he  received  the  governor's  letter.     It  is  left  with  him 
to  return  or  not,  according  as  he,  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
force  that  can  he  collected,  may  think  necessary. 

"  I  can  not  yet  form  any  judgment  of  the  future  operations 
of  the  enemy.  Should  they  mean  to  pillage  Williamsburg, 
Nelson's  corps  may  harass,  but  can  not  prevent  them.  If 
they  take  possession  of  Norfolk,  I  shall  collect  what  force 
is  necessary  and  endeavor  to  keep  them  en  ichec  ;  or  if  they 
should  go  into  the  Potomac,  I  shall  immediately  march  to 
form  a  junction  with  the  militia  under  General  Weedon,  and 
cover  Fredericksburg. 

"  The  militia  are  coming  in  from  all  quarters,  but  without 
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mnaoB^  fi>r  which  they  q^ply  to  .me.  I  have  deliyered  abiwH 
five  hundred  we  had  belonging  to  the  Ck>ut]nent.  Thoae^ 
the  State  were  so  scattered  in  removing  them  on  the  alarni, 
that  their  officers  can  not  collect  them  again.  The  troops  ham 
neither  tents  nor  camp  kettles.  It  is  impossible  to  desoribe 
the  situation  I  am  in — in  want  of  every  thing ;  and  nothing  can 
be  got  fronx  the  State,  rather  for  want  of  arrangement  than 
any  thing  else.'' 

'^  The  enemy,"  says  Steuben,  in  concluding  his  report  to 
the  board  of  war,  "having  passed  Hood's  on  the  13th,  I 
inarched  with  seven  hundred  militia  to  Cabin  Point.  Tlie 
ConUnental  troops  being  too  naked  to  keep  the  field,  weie 
sent  back  to  Chesterfield  Court-house.  On  the  14th  the  en&> 
my  landed  at  Hardy's  Ferry,  twenty-two  miles  below  Cabin 
Point,  and  began  their  march  toward  Smithficld.  Supposing 
Colonel  Parker,  with  the  militia  of  the  lower  counties,  would 
oppose  them  in  front,  I  detailed  Major  Willis  with  three  hun- 
dred infantry  and  fifty  horses  to  harass  their  rear.  My  orders 
were  badly  executed,  and  the  enemy  entered  Smithfieid  on  the 
15th  without  opposition.  Having  that  day  received  a  rein- 
fiDroement  of  four  hundred  men,  I  immediately  detached  them 
under  General  Lawson,  with  orders  to  march  towards  Smith- 
field,  and  act  in  conjunction  with  Colonel  Parker,  who,  I  sup> 
posed,  had  retired  towards  Suffolk. 

"  On  General  Lawson's  approach  the  enemy  crossed  Nan- 
siraond  river  at  Sleepy  Hole,  and  encamped  on  the  opposite 
bank,  and  General  Lawson  being  jouied  by  the  troops  under 
Colonel  Parker,  occupied  Smithfieid.  The  19th  the  enemy 
inarched  to  Portsmouth,  where  Arnold  established  himself 
and  their  vessels  fell  down  to  Hampton  Roads." 

At  a  meeting  of  officers,  convened  for  the  purpose  of  de* 
termining  the  question,  whether  the  Virginia  militia  had  the 
means  of  forcing  Arnold  to  quit  Portsmouth,  it  was  their  unani^ 
mous  opinion,  founded  on  their  acquaintance  with  the  ground, 
that  they  were  not  in  a  situation  to  undertake  such  an  enter^ 
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prise.  The  operations  of  Ste^^n  and  his  generals  were,  there 
fore,  necessarily  confined  to  preventing  the  enemy  from  mak- 
ing incursions  into  the  country  on  either  side  of  James  river, 
or,  should  they  undertake  to  come  out  with  their  whole  force, 
to  rendering  any  enterprise  of  theirs  difficult,  always  having 
in  view  the  keei)ing  open  the  communication  across  the  James 
river. 

To  secure  this  object  Steuben  repaired  to  Smithiield,  and 
having  reconnoitered  and  obtained  all  possible  information 
concerning  the  ground,  he  made  the  following  dis{>ositlon,  in 
which  he  had  in  view  a  primary  object,  the  keeping  up  as  small 
a  number  of  militia  as  ])ossible.'*' 

Colonel  Parker,  with  the  Suffolk  militia,  at  Reddock  Mills, 
a  very  strong  pass,  with  a  small  advanced  post  at  Cooi)er'8 
Mills,  four  miles  in  his  front,  had  to  prevent  the  enemy's  par- 
ties from  making  any  excursions,  and,  if  forced,  to  fall  back  on 
General  Lawson.  (General  Lawson  was  i)Ostcd  at  McMay's 
Mills,  four  miles  from  Smithfield,  with  nine  hundred  infantry 
and  a  troop  of  State  horse;  a  small  detachment  from  this  force 
advanced  to  Suffolk,  to  support  Parker  in  case  of  need,  and 
keep  open  communication.  Pickets  were  also  kept  at  Sleepy 
Hole  and  near  the  mouth  of  Xansimond  river.  General  Mtlh- 
lenberg  was  at  Cabin  Point  with  two  regiments  consisting  of 
eight  hundre<l  infantry,  and  Armand's  cavalry ;  General  Nelson 
with  one  thousand  infantry,  and  some  volunteer  horse  at  Wil- 
liamsburg, to  keep  posts  from  thence  to  Newport  Xews. 

If  the  enemy  came  out  in  force.  General  Muhlenberg  was 
to  HU{)port  Lawson  and  form  a  junction  with  him,  and  opf>ose 
the  enemy  should  they  march  toward  South  Quay. 

The  correctness  of  the  foregoing  reports  of  Steuben,  little 
flattering  as  they  may  be,  is  established  by  the  statements  of 
persons  who  at  that  time  took  a  prominent  part  in  public 
nffiiirs ;  and  it  is  also  proved,  that  however  glaring  the  defi- 

♦  MS.  Letters  to  Groone  and  board  of  war,  Richmond,  January  2jth  and 
Mth,  1781. 


dflDoies  may  have  been,  howe^pr  oidptU«  tte 
of  others  were,  Steaben  dudiarged  his  dotki  to  iho  Qtmoilv 
and  where  he  oould  not  remedy  the  defects  himseM; 
showed  others  how  they  might  adTantageonsly  do  so. 
iDstances  will  sofELce  to  demonstrate  the  condition  of  affinrar  'i 

When  Arnold  ascended  the  river  and  demanded  thcr  bw^ 
render  of  Williamsburg,  General  Nelson,  who  was  so  destiliitNi 
of  all  the  necessary  appliances  that  he  even  had  no  telescope^ 
returned  a  verbal  answer,  stating  that  he  would  oppose  hitk 
as  long  as  he  had  a  man  to  fight,  and  apologizing  for  not  writ- 
ing, as  he  had  no  pen  and  ink.  It  is  unnecessary  to  mentioi 
that  the  militia's  arms  were  unfit  for  service,  and  the  little  wUh 
munition  they  had,  almost  destroyed,  as  it  was  at  that  tiniie 
almost  a  matter  of  course.  Nelson  was  one  of  the  most  ener- 
getic and  patriotic  officers  in  the  State ;  but  in  consequenoe 
of  the  general  confusion  and  slowness  of  the  militia  he  ooold 
not  act  as  he  wished.  He  could  form  no  communication  with 
Steuben,  nor  afford  him  the  necessary  assistance.  *^  Our  ex- 
presses," he  writes,  on  the  4th  of  January,  to  Steuben,  *^  be- 
have most  infamously ;  the  conduct  of  the  county  lient^nint 
of  New  Kent  is  censurable,  and  the  situation  of  this  coontry 
and  other  causes,  which  your  knowledge  of  our  afOdrs  will 
readily  suggest  to  you,  have  defeated  my  utmost  exertions.'' 

One  of  the  greatest  deficiencies  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri- 
cans was  the  want  of  cavalry.  Armand's  corps,  the  only  cav- 
alry at  the  disposal  of  Steuben,  consisted  at  that  time  of  only 
forty  horses,  and  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  supply  even  it 
with  remounts.  In  spite  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  employ- 
ing that  corps  the  governor  did  nothing  in  the  matter,  ^viog 
as  a  reason,  that  the  executive  was  not  authorized  to  impress 
horses  for  the  Continental  service.  The  people  did  not  like  to 
sell  their  horses  on  credit,  and  preferred  to  keep  them  until 
they  were  afterwards  seized  by  the  British.  The  officer  whom 
Claiborne,  on  the  10th  of  January,  had  sent  out  to  impress 
horses,  returned  with  only  five.    Under  these  cironmstanMi 


LIFE     OF     STEUBBN.  881 

the  enemy,  with  his  one  hundred  horses,  had  even  a  superior- 
ity in  cavahy,  and  ravaged  the  country  unmolested.  Tliis  want 
of  cavalry  during  the  whole  campaign  prevented  the  Ameri- 
cans not  only  from  harassing  the  enemy,  or  in  any  way  inter- 
fering with  their  operations,  but  from  striking  any  decisive 
blow  at  them,  as  will  hereafter  appear  from  the  ijarrative  of 
subsequent  events. 

I  "  I  was  pleased  to  see,"  writes  W.  Smallwood  to  Steuben, 
dated  Petersburg  on  the  Vth  of  January,  "  that  Colonels  Gibson 
and  Carrington  had  accomplished  in  their  respective  depart- 
ment every  thing  that  circumstances  would  admit,  though  at 
the  same  time  I  lament  the  defenseless  situation  of  the  country 
at  this  alarming  crisis,  and  the  peculiar  diflicultics  you  have 
to  encounter.  Perhaps  timely  and  vigorous  exertions  in  this 
quarter  might  prevent  or  suspend  the  enemy's  approach  here, 
which  would  have  a  salutary  effect  with  respect  to  the  public 
and  private  stores." 

As  if  the  invasion  of  the  country  were  a  misfortune  not 
suflicieutly  great,  some  classes  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kichmond 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  British, 
to  enrich  themselves  by  robbing  and  plundeiiiig,  and  forced 
the  officers  of  the  State  to  employ  their  men  for  the  protection 
of  the  public  property  against  the  native  population,  instead 
of  against  their  foreign  invaders. 

"The  welfare  of  my  country,"  writes  the  brave  Claiborne 
to  Steuben,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1781,  dated  Richmond, 
"  the  comfort  of  the  soldiers  and  the  orders  of  my  superiors,  I 
have  ever  exerted  myself  to  promote  and  execute,  but  empty 
handed  as  I  am  at  present,  and  the  little  assistance  I  get,  al- 
most render  all  my  efforts  ineffectual.  There  is  no  commander 
here  nor  will  .any  body  be  commanded.  This  leaves  what  pub- 
lic stores  a  few  of  the  virtuous  inhabitants  have  collected, 
exposed  to  every  passenger,  and  the  property  of  the  individ- 
uals to  the  ravages  of  the  negroes.  Both  public  and  private 
property  have  been  discovered  to  a  considerable  qiiantity,  that 
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WM  Beoreted  clandestinely  in  and  about  town,  and  I  am  aony.r 
to  ny  that  there  in  a  stigma  which  rests  upon  the  conduct  of  , 
some  9£  our  own  men  with  respect  to  the  pillaging  of  pnblio 
and  priv^«te  goods,  that  does  not  npon  the  British  troops.;  the 
one  acted  as  an  open  enemy,  but  the  other  in  a  secret  and  info* 
mous  mannei.     I  shall  take  proper  measures  to  find  them  out 
and  have  them  collected.    I  had  a  party  of  the  militia  given 
me  by  Colonel  Haskins  and  patrolled  the  streets  of  Richmonu  ^ 
during  the  night.    I  am  sorry  that  the  militia  differ  so  much 
from  the  Continental  soldiers!'* 

Jefferson  appreciated  the  difficulty  of  the  situation  in  whidi 
Steuben  was  placed,  and  used  every  exertion  to  assist  him  in 
repelling  the  blackest  tnutor  who  had  over  disgraced  the 
American  history.  Ho  did  every  thing  that  Steuben  sug 
gestod  for  the  benefit  of  the  service,  provided  subsistence  for 
the  troops,  and  contributed  to  carry  out  Steuben's  orders  as 
far  as  the  power  with  which  he  was  invested,  allowed.  At 
this  period  their  correspondence  manifests  mutual  couiidenoc, 
good  will,  and  community  of  opinion,  and  though  the  limits 
of  their  respective  departments  and  relations  were  not  at  all 
regulated  or  distinctly  drawn,  they  found  no  difficulty  in  ar- 
ranging them. 

One  of  the  principal  items  of  controversy  was  the  quea- 
tion,  what  expenses  were  to  be  considered  as  Continental  and 
what  as  belonging  to  the  separate  States  ?  Jefferson  under- 
stood that  the  rule  of  Congress  was  to  admit  no  expensea 
to  bo  Continental  which  were  incurred  by  any  State  merely 
under  an  apprehension  of  an  invasion,  but  that  when  a  State 
was  actually  invaded,  all  expenses  became  Continental.  Con- 
sequently he  wished  Steuben  to  consider  the  militia  of  every- 
place under  his  command  from  the  moment  of  their  being 
enlisted,  and  to  direct  their  movements  and  stations  as  he 
pleased.  "  This,"  remarks  Steuben,  in  a  letter  to  Jeffei-son, 
dated  the  11th  of  January,  1781,  "naturally  throws  the  pro- 
vision for  such  troops  as  shall  be  employed  on  such  particular 
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i    occasion  into  the  hands  of  Continental  ofilccrs  upon  the  great 

\  scale  ;  bnt  as  it  would  be  impracticable  for  those  officers  to  take 
up  the  business  before  it  is  brought  witliin  the  view  of  those 
under  whom  they  are  acting  and  whose  orders  they  are  bound 
to  obey,  it  certainly  must  of  necessity  be  incumbent  on  the 
State  officera  to  bring  it  to  that  point  from  which  it  will  regu- 
larly be  taken  up  by  the  Continental  oflicers.  I  think  that 
this  might  take  place  from  the  time  the  troops  are  armed, 
iitted  for  the  lield  and  brought  to  the  i)lace  of  rendezvous ; 
then  the  general  commanding  has  charge  of  them  as  a  i)ait  of 
his  force,  and  at  the  same  time  all  his  subordinate  officers,  both 
military  and  stalf,  have  them  under  their  view.  As  the  arms 
to  be  ])ut  into  the  hands  of  the  militia  are  the  property  of  the 
State  and  subject  to  the  direction  of  officers  not  under  my 
command,  I  do  not  conceive  those  troops  connected  with  me 
or  subject  to  my  orders  before  they  are  armed  and  equipped 
for  the  field." 

JelTerson,  although  he  could  not  state  the  exact  time  at 
which  the  exi)euses  attending  an  invasi(m  became  Continental, 
nevertheless,  maintanic»d  that  the  militia,  as  soon  as  they  had 
received  their  call,  were  subject  to  Steuben's  orders. 

This  diilerence  of  opinion  existing  between  the  general 
commanding  and  the  governor,  was  a  great  drawback  to  the 
State  itself  and  to  the  progress  (jf  the  whole  southern  war. 
Steuben  only  executed  the  design  of  Congress  and  acted  in 
accordance  with  its  special  orders,  when  he  asked  of  the  State 
to  deliver  to  him,  at  its  own  expense,  the  militiamen,  fit  for 
service  and  properly  equipped.  It  was,  however,  the  interest 
of  the  State  to  keep  up  such  a  difference  of  opinion,  as  thus 
no  immediate  efforts  were  needi?d  and  no  sacrifices  were  to  be 
made.  Owing  to  the  constant  disorder,  thini^s  were  advanced 
so  far  in  Virginia,  that  the  people  only  looked  to  their  own 
safety,  and  cared  nothing  about  the  evil  consequence  of  such 
a  policy  to  the  United  States,  and  especially  to  the  South.  As 
Congress  had  not  the  means  of  enforcing  its  decrees,  but 
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<m  the  contrary  depended  for  the  exeentioB  of  tihem' 
on  the  good  will  of  the  individcuil  States,  H  was  Yii^ginia  wUdb 
remained  in  the  right.  Steuben  had  to  soflfer  the  worst  ooUf- 
sequences  from  this  want  of  help,  which  the  State  wonid  wai 
or  could  not  afford.  Moreover,  the  Continent  did  not  aid  hfan, 
and  always  directed  him  in  an  off-hand  manner  to  the  State. 

The  governor,  in  his  account  of  the  invasion  whidi  he  sent 
to  Washington  on  the  10th  of  January,  1781,  speaks  in  very 
high  terms  of  Steuben's  merits.  When,  in  a  letter  addreaaed" 
to  the  latter  himself  he  said  that  he  was  very  sorry  that  the 
means  with  which  he  was  furnished  were  not  likely  to  add  to 
his  reputation,  except  that  by  undertaking  to  make  the  moat 
of  them  Steuben's  seeal  would  be  still  more  fully  displnyod, 
Jefferson  wrote  to  Washington  in  the  following  terms  about 
him:* 

*^  In  the  meanwhile  Baron  Steuben,  a  zealous  friend,  has 
descended  from  the  dignity  of  his  proper  command,  to  direct 
our  smallest  movements.  His  vigilance  has,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, supplied  the  want  of  force  in  preventing  the  enemy  fi*om 
crossing  the  river,  which  might  have  been  very  &tal.  Ho  has 
been  assiduously  employed  in  preparing  for  the  militia,  as  they 
should  assemble,  pointing  them  to  a  proper  object,  and  other 
offices  of  a  good  commander." 

"  I  congratulate  you,"  writes  Colonel  William  Davies,  at  this 
time,  to  Steuben,f  "  upon  the  enemy's  leaving  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  hope,  sir,  you  may  never  again  expcrienco  the 
mortifications  which  the  very  destitute  and  unprepared  state 

of  this  country  must  have  occasioned.    The  nakedness  of  tho 

* 

troops  at  this  place  (Chesterfield  Court-house)  exceeds  descrip- 
tion. Above  sixty  of  them  are  so  naked  as  to  be  unable  to  do 
doty  in  quarters,  and  much  more  so  in  the  field.  To  all  such 
who  Kve  within  forty  or  fifty  miles  of  this  place,  and  can  return 
in  eight  or  ten  days,  I  have  given  furloughs  for  the  purpose 

*  Revolutionaiy  Correspondenoo,  by  J.  Sparks,  liL,  202. 
f  Bteaben  MS.  Papers^  vol.  iv. 
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of  gettiiig  dotbing.  The  troops  here  have  been  one  day  en- 
tirdy  out  of  meat,  and  without  particular  care  I  fear  they  will 
be  distreflBod  frequently  for  that  article.  I  shall  endeayor  as 
well  as  I  can  to  secure  a  sufficiency,  but  every  thing  in  this 
country  seems  in  so  ruinous  a  train,  that  despondency  has 
almost  taken  possession  of  me.  I  hope  your  exertions  and  in- 
fluence will  in  some  measure  check  the  rapidity  with  which 
we  are  rushing  to  ruin ;  but  something  extraordinary  must 
happen  to  put  us  on  a  good  footing." 

^'Ainold,  you  know,  was  coming  here,"  writes  Colonel 
Meade  to  Alexander  Hamilton  on  the  l«3th  of  January,  1781.* 
**  He  has  really  been  here,  and,  with  ahatne  be  it  said,  marched 
twenty-five  miles  and  back  without  having  a  single  musket 
fired  at  him ;  but  let  me  observe,  in  justice  to  the  people  at 
large,  that  there  are  fewer  disafiectcd  by  far  in  this  State  than 
any  other  in  the  Union,  and  that  the  people  turn  out  with  the 
utmost  cheerfulness.  The  misfortune  on  the  present  invasion 
was,  that  in  the  confusion  the  arms  were  sent  everywhere,  and 
DO  timely  plan  laid  to  put  them  into  the  hands  of  the  men  who 
were  assembling.  Tlic  baron  has  no  doubt  given  the  general 
the  particulars  of  the  whole  affair.  He  can  hardly  be  himself 
find  say  any  thing  on  tlie  suhjetit  that  ought  not  to  be  credited,** 

"  I  am  still  unable,"  writes  James  Lovell  to  Steuben  on  the 
22d  of  January,  I781,f  "to  promise  you  a  supply  of  arms  and 
clothing.  But  I  can  not  refrain  from  expressing  to  you,  by  this 
opportunity,  how  much  I  am  affected  with  pleasure  by  any 
occurrence  which  redounds  to  your  glory.  The  Governor  of 
Virginia  mentions  very  honorably  your  conduct  with  a  small 
body  of  militia,  of  which  you  have  condescended  to  take  the 
command,  while  a  traitorous  villain  was  striving  to  make  ex- 
tensive ravage  on  James  river.  Your  own  letters  to  Congress 
have  confirmed  the  propriety  of  the  governor's  grateful  senti- 
ments.   I  would  to  God  yon  were  at  the  head  of  a  body  suit- 

*  Alexander  Hamilton's  Works,  i.,  20S. 
f  Steubon  MS.  Paper?,  vol.  iv. 
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My  equipped  to  execute  the  direcdons  wbioh  your  grail 
militaiy  knowledge  enables  yon  to  give  whenever  yon  are  in 
ft  field  action.    I  r^ret  much  the  mortification  which  I  know 
your  warm  zeal  in  oar  oanse  most  have  met  with  &om  your 
inequality  of  men,  artillery  and,  in  short,  every  means  of 
giving  a  final  blow  to  Arnold's  schemes.    I  regret  more, 
you  have  no  prospect  bat  the  continuance  of  such  disadvan— >^ 
tages.     The  chapter  of  disadvantages  has  heretofore 
greatly  in  our  fitvor.*' 

TTnfortunately  it  was  fiir  from  being  dosed,  as  wilt  be 
flrom  the  following  chapter. 


40 
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CHAPTER    XVIII. 

AObiOLDls  IvTAiioif  nrmwiTPTB  Tint  Mkascvb  fob  thk  Suypobt  or  tbv  Sourmonr 
Abmt.— Stkubsn*^  Task.— In  DiFncuLTin.— Tns  Ootbkmiikrt  dom  Liitls  ob 
Nomura. — jErrEBSow  A3(p  Stbubbn. — Tiieib  CoNrucr. — Stbubbx  tbtbs  to  baxbx 
Tuon  'tnomjuiD  Bbobititb  to  bb  rvKumtiKD  bt  tub  Statb.— -Tost  axbitb  tbbt 

BLOWLT.— CHABACTBBnTIO   AXBCOOTK.— OOOD    ErKECT    OF    StBUBBV'B    SBTCBtTY.— 

Bad  GoiTDucT  or  the  Militia. — Lettbb  or  E.  Meade. — COMPLAiim  or  IinncB  axd 

MVHLBNBBBO.^-TnB  DBBBBTIOlf  TOLBEATBD  AKD  rBOTBOTBD  BY  TlIB  StATB.— BbA* 
■0X8    WHY. — DaTIB8*S  PBOrOSTTI05S    rOB    BEMEDTIXO   TniS   EviL.— TUB  APATDETIC 

Pboplb  If axb  ho  SACBincBs.— Olaibobxe's  CSoxplaintb." Wakt  or  NBCBasAxm. 

^^OTBBXMBlfT  DOES  2f0T  BB80ET  TO  BXKROBTIO  MbASUBES.— ALL  BVBDBlf  AHD 
HaSPOVSIBlUTT  rALL  ox  StBUBKX. — COLOXEL  MmrOBD^S  FUXISHABLB  Nboli- 
«BXCB. — StBUBEX'B  ObDBBS  AOAIXST  S<)irAXDEBlXO   PbOTISIOXS. — GbBBXB  APFBBCl- 

ATBS  STErBEx's  Eftobts. — Gbbexe*s  Opebatioxs  IX  THE  South  ArrsB  nn  Depabt. 
VBB  rsox  ViBoixiA.— He  divides  nis  Fobcbb  axd  sepabates  bbox  Moboax.^ 
MoBOAx's  Victobt  at  Cowpexs. — Gbkexe  advaxces  to  the  Obeat  Pbdbb. — COUN- 
wallib  roLLOws  niM. — Qbbbxe  joixs  Moboax  AOAix.— Hb  bbtibbs  to  Viboixia. 
— CoBXWALLis  at  IIillsbobough,  tub  Cextbb  op  tub  Tobies. — Tubib  Extucsiasm 

BOB  TUB  BOTAL  CauSE. — QbEBXR  BBATEX  AT  OUTirOBD  COVBT-HOUSE. — CoEX- 
WALUB  GOBS  T(>  WlLXIXOTOX.— GbBBXB'S  DimOULTT  WTm  TUB  VlBOlXIA  MlLITIA. 
— StBUBEX  TBIBB  IX  TAIX  TO  ASSIST  UIM.— Hb  DISPATGUES  A  DbTACBMBXT  UKDBK 
CAXPBELL.~8TKrBBX*8  DeSIOXS  FOB  THE  FUBTUER  SdPPOBT  OF  GbBBXB.— Hb  CAH 

XOT  ruLFiLL  nis  Pbouisb,  as  tub  Becbuits  do  xot  abbiyb. 

FHE  greatest  mischief  occasioned  by  Arnold's  invasion,  was 
the  obstruction  which  it  offered  to  the  preparations  for  the 
Upport  of  the  southern  array.  The  arrangements  which  Steu- 
len  was  making  for  this  purpose  were  either  wholly  over- 
arned  or  materially  delayed,  the  greater  part  of  the  provis- 
ona  consumed,  and  the  raising  of  recruits  and  every  supply 
equired  from  Virginia  was  retarded  for  two  months.  What- 
ever arms  the  State  possessed  were  distributed  among  the 
niUtia,  who  scarcely  amounted  to  four  thousand  men. 

While  the  forces  under  MtLhlenberg  were  watching  and 
donfiniDg  Arnold  at  Portsmouth,  Steuben  exerted  himself  at 
EUcbniond  to  collect  provisions,  arms  and  men  for  the  rein- 
ib^pement  of  Greene's  army,  which,  for  want  of  the  expected 
lupplieSy  was  in  the  most  distressed  situation.    The  task  was 
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certainly  a  most  arduous  one,  as  he  could  do  little  or  notluiig 
if  not  supported  by  the  Executive  of  the  State. 

"  Sure  am  I,'*  said  he,  ^'  if  an  officer  ordered  to  superiDteod 
and  expedite  militia  movements  does  not  in  that  service  lota 
his  reputation,  he  may  risk  it  on  all  other  occasions."  *^  I  mcuit 
beg  your  Excellency,''  he  wrote  at  this  time  to  Governor  J^ 
ferson,  '^  to  consider  that  this  shameful  opposition  made  to  the 
last  invasion  of  the  enemy  falls  in  some  measure  on  me  as  the 
commanding  officer  in  the  State,  and  I  can  not  but  reckon  H 
among  my  misfortunes  to  have  been  here  at  that  time.  My 
wish  is  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  disgrace,  but  I  caa  do 
nothing  without  the  assistance  of  the  government.'' 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  latter  had  not  the  power  to 
do  what  it  considered  to  be  its  duty,  and  that  it  was  jealous 
of  the  authority  exercised  by  the  commanding  general.  It  is 
really  surprising  that  a  conflict  between  the  civil  and  mUitarj 
officers  did  not  break  out  sooner,  as  the  ground  was  prepared 
for  such  a  calamity  from  the  moment  they  entered  on  the  dis- 
charge of  their  respective  duties,  and  as  the  often  high-handed, 
though  well-intentioned  proceedings  of  Steuben,  and  the  irri- 
tability of  his  temper  frequently  brought  him  in  collision  with 
the  too  keen  democratic  views  of  Grovernor  Jefiei*son. 

"  We  did  not  think  proper,"  writes  Jeffi^rson,  on  the  10th 
of  March,  1781,  to  Steuben,*  ^'to  resign  ourselves  and  our 
country  too  implicitly  to  your  demands,  but  thought  we  had 
some  right  of  judgment  lefl  to  ourselves.  ....  We  can  only 
be  answerable  for  the  orders  we  give,  and  not  for  their  execa* 
tion.  If  they  are  disobeyed  from  obstinacy  of  spirit,  or  want 
of  coercion  in  the  laws,  it  is  not  our  &ult.  We  can  only  en- 
deavor to  engage  the  willing.  The  Executive  have  not  by  the 
laws  of  this  State  any  power  to  call  a  freeman  to  labor  even 
for  the  public  good  without  his  consent,  nor  a  slave  without 
that  of  his  master." 

This  is  a  striking  illustration  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  law 

*  Steuben  M£L  Papena^  vol.  vL 
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m-  it  ezisted  in  omm  of  public  euiergeiio;  or  danger.  If  the 
governor'a  power  wns  insufficiont  to  enforce  service  for  tbe 
protection  of  the  btherland,  and  for  the  due  obanrvanoe  of  the 
orders  he  iaaned,  what  was  the  utility  of  his  powtion  t  Was 
it  vot  a  clog  on  the  efficiency  of  the  military  power,  which 
waa  exercised  only  for  the  good  of  the  oonfedency  ? 

Steuben's  first  objeol  was  to  raise  the  three  thousand  v- 
(righteen  ntonths')  militiamen,  whom,  according  to  the  now 
|iUn,  the  State  had  promised  to  provide.  Virginia  was  for 
ttlia  pnrposo  divided  into  ten  divisions,  each  of  which  liad  to 
fiirnish  its  quota,  and  send  tlium  to  the  general  rendezvous  at 
Chesterfield  Court-house,  whei'o  Colonel  Daviea  commanded, 
■ad  fonaed  the  dctaohraents  for  the  southern  army.  But  in 
rsinng  recritils,  the  State  was  completely  lethargii;.  On  the 
12th  of  February  not  a  man  had  been  engaged  on  the  new 
fha,  and  with  the  greatest  difficulty  four  hundred  men  had 
been  collected  and  clothed  at  Chesterfield  Court-house  to  be 
•eat  to  the  South.  The  men  either  came  in  very  slowly,  or 
did  not  oome  at  all,  or  they  deserted  immediately  alter  their 
•nival  in  camp,  or  they  sent  even  dwarCj  or  cliildren  to  fill 
thur  places.  On  the  4th  of  March  Steuben  remonstrated  to 
tlie  governor  in  regard  to  this  ill-flisposed  people,  who  sent 
vcoriuts  entirely  unfit  for  service,  whom  ho  could  not  accept 
fiir  the  defense  of  their  own  country. 

If,  under  such  cironmstances,  Steuben  g-.tve  way  to  pasnon, 
and  uttered  cotitcmptuous  cxpi-essions,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  &'orth,  in  his  already-quoted  paniplilct,  mentions  a  ohaiv 
a<;teristic  anecdote  in  this  respect.  "  Men,"  says  he,  "sufficient 
lo  form  a  regiment  had,  witb  much  pains,  been  ooUected  to- 
gether at  Chesterfield  Court-house.  The  corps  was  paraded, 
and  on  the  point  of  marcliing,  when  a  well-looking  man,  <m 
horseback,  and,  as  it  appeared,  his  servant  on  another,  rode 
up,  and  introducing  himself,  informed  the  baron  that  he  bad 
luougbt  him  a  recruit.  '  I  thiuik  you,  nii,'  said  the  haron, 
'with  all  my  heart;  you  have  arrived  iu  a  happy  moment  I 
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Wbere  b  your  man,  oolonel  ?'  for  he  was  odood  in  the  nOI- 
tio.  '  Here,  sir,'  ordering  his  boy  to  dismoant.  The  baroirii 
oonntenaQce  altered ;  we  saw  and  feared  the  approaching  slorrttl. 
A  sergeant  was  ordered  to  measure  the  lad,  whose  shoes,  whehii 
oS,  laid  bare  something  by  which  his  stature  had  been  increaaedL 
The  baron,  patting  the  child's  head  with  his  hand,  trembling 
with  rage,  asked  him  how  old  he  was.  He  was  very  yonng, 
quite  a  child.  ^  Sir,'  said  he  to  the  man,  ^  you  must  have  sni^ 
posed  me  to  be  a  rascal  I'  *  O  no,  baron,  I  did  not.'  *  Then, 
sir,  I  suppose  you  to  be  a  rascal,  an  infamous  rascal,  thus  t6 
attempt  to  cheat  your  country.  Take  off  this  fellow's  spars ; 
place  him  in  the  ranks,  and  tell  Oenend  Greene  fi*om  me.  Col- 
ouel  Gaskins,  that  I  have  sent  him  a  man  able  to  serve,  in- 
stead of  an  in&nt  whom  he  would  basely  have  made  his  sub- 
stitute !  Go,  my  boy,  take  the  colonel's  spura  and  his  horse 
to  bis  wife ;  make  my  compliments,  and  say  her  husband  has 
gone  to  fight  for  the  freedom  of  his  country,  as  an  honest  man 
should  do.  By  platoons  I — ^To  the  right  wheel ! — Forward — 
March  I'  Colonel  Gaskins  fearing  the  consequences,  let  the 
man  escape  on  the  arrival  of  the  corps  at  the  river  Roanoke ; 
nor  was  he  tardy  in  returning  and  making  application  to  the 
civil  authority  for  redress.  But  Governor  Jefferson,  Mr.  Mad- 
ison, and  other  gentlemen  of  the  council,  not  doubting  the 
purity  of  the  baron's  motive,  and  fully  appreciating  his  hon- 
est zeal,  prevented  any  disagreeable  results  attending  this  high- 
handed exertion  of  military  power." 

In  regard  to  the  service,  these  despotic  proceedings  had  at 
least  one  good  effect,  as  Davies  writing  on  the  10th  of  March, 
1781,  states  that  ^' since  the  treatment  that  men  met  with, 
people  seemed  afraid  to  bring  in  the  dwarfs  and  children  thoy 
formerly  counted  upon." 

In  some  parts  of  the  State  young  men  who  were  entirely 
fit  for  Bcrvico,  did  not  answer  the  call,  excusing  themselves  on 
the  ground  of  having  previously  served  a  few  days,  becaase, 
according  to  the  militia  laws,  they  could  not  be  called  out 


LIFE     OF     BTEUBBN.  391 

again  after  having  once  been  discharged.  On  the  other  hand, 
by  a  law  of  the  State,  no  county  was  obliged  to  draft  men  for 
the  Continental  lines  while  its  militia  were  in  actual  Bervice. 
Thus  it  happened  that  well  populated  counties  as,  for  instance, 
Spottsylvania,  the  militia  of  which,  during  the  last  invasion, 
had  been  under  arms  for  only  a  week  or  two,  on  the  Ist  of 
April,  1781,  had  sent  only  twenty-three  recruits,  while  the 
government  had  fixed  its  contingent  at  ten  times  that  num- 
ber. The  militia  proved  to  be  of  damage  and  disrepute  to 
the  State  rather  than  of  honor  and  advantage.  Their  conduct 
was  extremely  loose  and  provoking.  Complaints  were  contin- 
ually made  from  all  parts  of  the  State  against  them,  and  bo- 
came  from  day  to  day  louder  and  more  frequent. 

"I  have  experienced,"  writes  E.  Meade,  from  camp  at 
£dmond^s  Hill,  on  the  19th  of  March,  "  a  disagreeable  want 
of  duty  here — a  fine  field  of  dishonor ;  no  reliance  can  be  put 
in  the  major  part  of  the  militia ;  my  feelings  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly hurt." 

"  I  have  received,"  says  Jefferson  himself  on  the  24th  of 
February,*  in  a  letter  to  Steuben,  "  repeated  information  that 
the  nakedness  of  the  militia  on  service  near  Williamsburg,  and 
want  of  shoes,  is  such  as  to  have  produced  murmurings  almost 
amounting  to  mutiny,  and  that  there  is  no  hope  of  being  able 
longer  to  keep  them  in  service.  The  precedent  of  an  actual 
mutiny  would  be  so  mischievous  as  to  induce  us  to  believe  an 
accommodation  to  their  present  temper  most  prudent."  And 
at  another  occasion,  on  the  27th  of  April,  lT81,f  "  We  have 
found,  by  experience,  that  the  men  of  those  counties  where 
the  enemy  are,  can  not  be  kept  in  the  field — they  desert  and 
carry  off  their  arms." 

Colonel  Innes  reports  from  York  on  the  11th  ofMarcli,! 
"  that  he  has  no  provisions  for  the  next  day,  and  that  the 
militia,  already  dissatisfied,  wants  only  a  good  plea  for  mutiny 
and  desertion." 

♦  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  v.        \  Ibidoin,  vol.  vi.        J  Ibidem,  vol.  vL 
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Mi^or  Fosey  inibrinfl  Steaben,  frqm  Stantoh,  oft  the  Stli-n 
Harchf  '*  that  not  a  nnglc  man  oonld  be  raised  in  the  oonhtgrdf 
AQga8t!l^  which  had  to  furnish  three  hundred  and  fbrty4bi^ 
men,  that  they  had  remonstrated  to  the  Legislature  against  die 
measure  of  drafting  for  eighteen  months,  and  begged  that  tke 
term  of  three  months  bo  substituted.'' 

The  militia  already  under  arms  did  not  behave  much  bettel*. 
We  have,  in  this  respect,  Muhlenberg's  interesting  statement 
of  the  8th  of  April,  1781,  in  which  he  says:*  ''The  militia 
who  have  served  their  term  of  three  months  have  partly  dia^ 
charged  themselves,  and  compel  me  to  discharge  the  remata- 
der.  I  tried  evciy  method  in  my  power  to  prevail  on  them 
to  continue  until  I  could  be  reinforced  from  some  other  quar- 
ters, but  in  vain.  About  one  hundred  deserted  within  two 
nights  out  of  my  camp,  and  this  morning  about  one  hundred 
out  of  Colonel  Duncan's  regiment,  stationed  at  Cbackatuck, 
stacked  their  arms  and  marched  oif.  The  remainder  marched 
to  camp  with  their  arms  and  accent ermcnts,  and  now  claim 
their  discharge,  which  I  shall  bo  compelled  to  grant  them,  as 
their  stay  will  ruin  the  few  troops  I  have  left." 

Among  the  innumerable  complaints  against  the  militia  we 
have  foand,  however,  one  letter  which  does  not  blame  them ; 
but  even  in  this  instance  the  praise  resembles  a  strong  repro- 
bation. Captain  A.  Singleton,  speaking  of  an  engagement  of 
General  Greene's  army  on  the  15th  of  March,  1781,  says,  that 
**  the  militia,  contrary  to  custom^  behaved  well  for  militia." 

The  greatest  annoyance,  however,  and  detriment  to  the 
service  was  the  wholesale  desertion  of  the  militia.  The  tolera- 
tion, and  even  protection,  with  which  it  met  through  the  State, 
was  so  dangerous  and  alarming  a  mischief  that  Steuben  and 
Davies  took  every  measure  in  their  power  to  stop  it,  and  to 
recover  those  who  were  already  gone.  They  drew  memorials 
upon  this  subject,  which  were  laid  before  the  Assembly,  and 
wrote  to  the  governor,  asking  that  laws  might  be  made  to 

^  StoQben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  vi. 
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remedy  the  evil.  "  I  am  just  completing,"  writes  Davies  to 
Steubeu  from  Chesterfield,  on  the  10th  of  March,  1781,*  "the 
descriptive  list  of  deseilers  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  dele- 
gates. This  I  conceive  to  be  a  matter  of  great  consequence. 
Above  two  hundred  have  deserted  from  tliia  place,  at  least  five 
hundred  that  were  enlisted  in  the  counties  never  joined  the 
army,  and  they  are  daily  deserting  from  different  places,  and 
not  a  single  measure  is  yet  taken  to  advertise  them.  Colonel 
Campbell  has  sent  me  a  list  of  a  number  who  have  deserted 
from'  him.  I  mean,  therefore,  to  have  a  descriptive,  alphabet- 
ical Ibt  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  government,  and  to  put 
three  or  four  copies  in  the  hands  of  each  Assemblyman,  to  be 
published  and  advertised  at  the  court-houses,  churches,  and 
other  places  of  public  resort.  But  I  submit  the  matter  to  your 
decision." 

All  these  steps,  however,  and  the  remonstrances  were  in 
vain,  since  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  government  to  alter 
this  anomalous  and  revolting  state  of  things,  to  which  we  find 
a  clue  in  a  letter  of  Davies,  written  ten  days  after  the  above 
quoted,  which  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  documents  of  the 
time,  and  on  more  than  one  account  deserves  to  be  given  in 
fiill. 

"  I  find,  notwithstanding,"  writes  Davies,  "  every  thing 
that  has  been  urged  formerly,  no  summary  mode  is  yet  estab- 
lished by  the  Assembly  for  the  recovery  of  the  bounties  the 
divisions  detain  from  the  substitutes  they  agree  with.  They 
bargain  with  a  man  for  six  or  seven  thousand  pounds,  pay 
him  at  the  time  one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred,f  and  prom- 
ise him  the  remainder  in  two  or  three  months.  The  soldier 
inquires  how  it  is  to  be  got ;  they  tell  him  he  is  to  have  a  fur- 
lough after  he  gets  here,  or  if  he  does  not  get  one,  they  will 
send  or  bring  him  the  money.     When  the  poor  fellow  arrives 

*  Steuben  M.S.  Papers,  vol.  vi. 

f  Paper  money  of  course,  the  relation  of  silver  to  paper  being  in  tho  pro- 
portion of  one  to  one  hundred  and  forty  at  this  time. 
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here  he  applies  for  a  fiirloagh  aod  is  refiiaed ;  the  diTinowi 
never  send  him  his  money,  he  soon  spends  all  he  has,  draws 
no  pay,  and  perhaps  no  clothing,  and  finding  in  the  midst  of 
his  distresses,  that  although  he  has  a  great  deal  of  money  doe 
him,  yet  he  never  shall  get  a  copper  of  it  while  he  oontinaes 
with  the  troops ;  he,  therefore,  deserts  with  a  determinaUon 
to  try  to  get  it  from  his  division.  When  he  applies  to  them 
they  refuse  to  pay  him  a  farthing,  tell  him  he  is  a  deserter; 
but  for  their  own  sake  they  tolerate  and  even  encourage  him 
in  his  desertion,  as  by  that  means  they  save  the  remainder  of 
the  bounty  m  their  own  pockets  and  evade  any  further  de- 
mands in  the  law  too.  The  rest  of  the  people  in  the  country 
think  it  would  bo  very  hard  to  apprehend  the  man  as  a  do* 
scrtcr  and  bring  him  to  liis  officers,  who  probably  will  punish 
him,  when  he  did  not  get  half  his  bounty ;  and  having  no  author- 
ity themselves  to  compel  the  division  to  make  up  tlic  remainder 
that  is  due,  of  course  the  whole  matter  is  overlooked,  and  be- 
tween fraud  on  one  side  and  compassion  on  the  other,  the  pub- 
lic service  is  essentially  injured.  If  some  speedy  check  is  not 
put  to  this  growing  evil,  every  law  that  is  passed  in  future  for 
raising  men,  will  produce  two  deserters  for  one  soldier,  till  the 
numbers  of  the  former  will  be  too  considerable  to  be  controlled, 
and  the  people  at  large  will  be  entirely  wearied  out  by  the  fre- 
quent d  rails  that  are  called  for  to  make  up  the  deficiencies. 
The  only  source,  therefore,  from  which  we  can  hope  any  relief 
is  in  the  particular  interest  of  each  respective  division.  The 
advantage  of  the  public  at  large  is  too  remote  an  object  to 
make  such  impression ;  it  must  be  more  immediately  interest- 
ing to  make  them  feel.  I  would,  therefoi*e,  propose  that  every 
division  shall  be  answerable  for  the  conduct  of  its  substitute 
in  this  particular,  but  I  would  confine  this  responsibility  to  de- 
sertion only ;  all  other  deficiencies  in  the  number  of  men  should 
be  made  good  by  the  State  at  large." 

In  the  presence  of  all  these  difficulties  the  government, 
however,  did  not  dare  to  resort  to  energetic  mesisures.    In- 
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Biead  of  romoving  the  existing  and  menacing  impedimetits, 
the  government  only  evaded  them  and  made  no  aiTangements 
to  complete  the  Continental  forces.  In  a  similar  manner  it 
treated  the  militia,  confining  itself  to  the  least  j)Ossible  exac- 
tions. Thus  the  governor  wrote  to  Steuben,  on  the  19th  of 
April,  1781,  "that  he  should  only  endeavor  to  get  the  militia 
to  the  fixed  term  of  two  months  in  tlie  field,  with  a  right  to 
retain  them  one  week  longer,  if  reliefs  should  not  come  in." 

It  was  not  this  deficiency  in  the  militia  alone  that  troubled 
Steuben,  and  prevented  him  from  supporting  the  southern 
army.  The  measures  taken  by  the  govcinmcnt  for  the  defense 
of  the  State  were  so  imperfect,  that  they  threw  innumerable 
and  unforeseen  obstacles  in  his  way,  and  that  other  able  offi- 
cers retired  from  the  service  in  disorust.  The  State  had  no 
money,  no  credit,  ro  provision,  in  short,  it  was  almost  desti- 
tute. R.  Claiborne,  the  quarter-master  of  the  State,  wrote 
on  the  4th  of  April,  1T81,*  to  Steuben,  that  he  was  unable 
to  comply  with  his  demands  for  accouterments,  wagons,  and 
camp  equipage  for  five  hundred  infantry,  saying  that  he  had 
not  a  farthing  of  money.  "To  purchase  by  contract,"  he  con- 
tinues, "is  impracticable,  as  there  is  not  a  person  that  will 
trust  the  public  two  days ;  and  to  make  and  manufacture  in 
time,  would  be  a  vain  attempt.  My  representations  to  the 
quarter-master  general  and  the  government  of  this  State,  have 
been  early  and  frequent ;  but  little  or  no  aid  is  given  to  me. 
I  have  received  only  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  paper 
money  since  I  have  been  in  this  department,  which,  at  one 
hundred  and  forty  for  one,  went  but  a  small  way.  I  am  alto- 
gether disappointed  in  the  wagons  that  are  to  come  from  the 
counties  for  Continental  use,  and  have  failed  in  the  means  of 
transportation  directed  in  the  governor's  instructions  some 
time  since,  to  the  commissioner  of  the  provision  law.  The 
commissary  of  hides  for  this  State,  upon  whom  I  am  depend- 
ent alone  for  leather,  is  in  Philadelphia,  and  has  not  a  gallon 

*  Stcubcii  MS.  Papers,  vol.  vii. 
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of  oil  in  his  whole  department.  This  has  been  the  cMe  tbft'm 
long  time,  and  whether  it  will  be  taken  into  consideratioii  bj 
the  board  of  war,  from  whom  he.  derives  his  appointmeot,  I 
can  not  say.  I  have  written  to  the  quarter-master  general 
upon  the  subject.  With  respect  to  wagons,  I  have  not  one 
that  is  not  employed  in  business  that  can  not  be  dispensed 
with ;  and  the  horses  that  are  not  engaged  are  such  as  no  one 
would  employ.  To  hire  is  impossible,  as  no  one  will  take  the 
price  to  which  we  are  limited,  when  they  can  get  three  times 
as  mnch  from  private  individuals.  I  am  very  fearful  that  noth- 
ing can  be  done  in  laying  up  a  magazine  of  foi'age  at  Peters* 
bnrg.  Camp  equipage  you  will  find  we  have  none.  In  short, 
sir,  I  have  no  money,  no  materials,  no  credit,  and  beg  while 
this  is  my  situation,  you  will  place  no  dependence  on  any  thing 
to  oome  from  the  department.  Sensible  of  the  increasing  diffi* 
culties  in  transacting  the  public  business,  I  find  myself  obliged 
to  resign.  I  was  in  bo[)es,  when  I  accepted  the  appointment, 
that  it  would  be  in  my  power  to  discharge  the  duties ;  but  as 
I  am  not  supported  in  the  purchasing  department,  I  could  not 
expect  it  in  the  field.  As  to  my  infiueneing  the  field  duties, 
I  am  preparing  such  instructions  as  will  be  necess^y.  If  it  is 
for  mo  to  do,  I  beg  leave  to  remind  you  that  I  have  nothing 
to  begin  with,  neither  people,  money,  credit  nor  materials,  so 
that  if  I  fail,  I  hope  you  will  attribute  it  to  its  true  cause— 
want  of  means." 

This  state  of  things,  animadverted  upon  by  Claiborne,  had 
not  only  reference  to  bis  dcpaitmcnt,  but  was  to  be  met  with 
throughout  the  whole  State.  Coats  could  not  be  made  for 
want  of  cloth,  shoes  conld  not  be  obtained  for  want  of  leather, 
and  shirts  were  not  to  be  had  for  want  of  linen,  nor  would 
tailors  or  artificers  work  on  trust  for  the  country.  £ven  Jef- 
ferson declared  the  procuring  of  bats  or  leather  caps  a  despe* 
i*ate  c:ise,  and  blankets  cost  too  much  to  be  able  to  provide 
the  troops  with  them.  The  factories  were  partly  Btop]>ed  for 
want  of  money,  partly  from  the  refusal  of  the  workmen  to 
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"^forki  <m  aoeonnt  of  which  refusal  the  government  was  oom- 
p^lled-'-u,  fi>r  ezampiey  in  the  oounty  of  Prince  George — to 
ofbr  to  each  man,  who  had  worked  twelve  dajs  on  the  batter- 
iw  at  Hood's^  an  exemption  for  six  weeks  from  military  duty. 
KehcQ  complained,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1781,  to  Jefferson,* 
that  fi>r  the  last  twelve  months  he  had  received  no  money  ibr 
has  men.  In  the  same  way  all  the  commanding  officers  were 
m  want  of  every  thing,  and,  being  refused  on  all  hands,  ap> 
pealed  as  a  last  resort  to  Stenben  for  redress  and  assistance. 
To  one  of  them,  who,  on  accoant  of  insufficiency  of  means,  did 
not  .ezecnte  his  orders,  he  remarked,  laconically,  though  in 
very  indifferent  English,  '^  Yon  have  not  to  inquire  if  my  or- 
ders are  riht  or  rong,  you  have  to  obey  them,  and  the  service 
will  be  well  done.'' 

Notwithstanding  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  they  were  often 
iraated  by  the  negligence  of  officers,  or  stolen  by  the  commis* 
aaries.  Out  of  one  hundred  pairs  of  shoes,  for  instance,  which 
yir&re  delivered  to  Colonel  Davies  from  Petersburg,  only  fiily- 
^hree  were  forthcoming,  and  the  one  hundred  at  Warwick 
Slimed  out  to  be  only  eighty-two  pairs.f  Fourteen  hundred 
»nd  ninety-five  yards  of  cloth,  which  the  governor  estimated 
%o  be  sufficient  for  four  hundred  suits,  made  only  throe  bun- 
dred  and  fifty  jack-coats,  as  the  cloth  was  only  half  as  wide  as 
T^resented.  The  shoes  were  so  bad  that  one  day's  wear  de- 
stroyed them.  The  most  shocking  carelessness,  however,  is 
famished  by  Colonel  Mumford,  about  whom  Davies  writes  to 
Jefferson  as  follows,  viz.  :l 

^^  From  the  negligence  of  Colonel  Mumford,  the  issuing 
Continental  commissary  general  in  this  State,  there  is  the 
most  shameful  waste  of  provisions  and  scandalous  abuses  in 
that  department  that  can  well  be  conceived.  Ho  has  not,  for 
many  months,  paid  the  least  attention  to  his  deputies,  and  has 
even  refused  to  appoint  the  necessary  issuers  for  the  troops 
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below.  The  provisions  delivered  by  Mr.  Brown  for  Ae  {hiV^ 
poses  of  the  army  in  this  State,  are  put  into  the  handfl  of  meii 
appointed  by  anybody  that  chooses  to  call  himself  a  ooi 
ing  officer;  no  account  is  ever  rendered  of  the  issues,  nor 
the  authority  of  these  occasional  commandants  be  acknowl- 
edged by  Congress,  and  the  receipts  of  these  commissariei, 
acting  under  these  appointments,  will,  of  course,  be  inadmis- 
sible as  sufficient  vouchers  to  make  the  United  States  charge- 
able with  the  provision  furnished  by  the  State  to  their  servioa 
Independent  from  the  difficulty  which  may  arise  hereafter  io 
the  adjustment  of  the  commissary's  accounts,  I  would  observe, 
too,  the  amazing  waste  which  results  from  the  relaxed  state  <rf 
that  department,  and  that,  although  the  resolves  of  Gongrcsi 
expressly  say  there  shall  be  no  issuing  post  of  provisions  or  of 
forage,  at  any  place  where  there  arc  not  Continental  troops 
stationed,  yet  in  this  State  there  are  these  petty  commissa- 
ries in  a  variety  of  little  towns,  where  perhaps  there  will  not, 
and  there  have  not,  been  ten  Continental  soldiers  in  a  twelve- 
month/' 

To  prevent  a  fui*thcr  waste  of  public  stores,  and  to  estab- 
lish regularity,  Steuben,  in  a  general  order  of  the  10th  of 
April,  1781,  decreed  that  in  future  no  issues  of  provisions 
should  be  made  for  more  than  three  or  four  days  at  a  time^ 
Mrithout  a  special  order  from  some  commanding  general  or 
field  officer,  and  only  on  particular  occasions  ;  and  that  no  per- 
son should  act  as  issuing  commissary  at  any  post  or  station, 
who  was  not  properly  authorized  for  that  purpose  by  the  com- 
missary general. 

Supported  only  by  a  few  able  officers,  Steuben  had  to  strive 
against  the  stream  of  popular  prejudice,  native  jealousy,  and 
almost  universal  apathy.  The  only  comfort  which  he  had  waa, 
that  the  general  whom  he  had  to  reinforce  understood  his  diffi- 
cult position ;  that  Greene,  who  found  himself  involved  in  still 
greater  embarrassments,  appreciated  Steuben's  energetic,  al- 
though fruitless  efforts,  and  the  character  of  Virginia — that 
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**  lifeless  and  inactWc  State ;"  and  that  he  enconraged  Steuben, 
while  narrow-minded  egotists  would  have  thrown  the  blame 
of  their  temporary  want  of  success  upon  the  insufficiency  of 
his  cooperation.  Strong  evidence  of  Greene's  conviction  that 
Steuben  was  not  to  blame  for  the  untoward  position  of  affairs, 
fa  given  in  the  letters  which  he  wrote  to  Steuben. 

**To  your  address  and  industry,"  writes  ho  on  the  3d  of 

February,  1781,  "I  feel  myself  principally  indebted  for  what 

is  coming  (of  reinforcements).     Whatever  misfortune  may 

happen  for  want  of  force,  it  is  no  fault  of  ours.     The  southern 

States  are  in  such  a  defenseless  condition  that  they  must  fall 

under  the  dominion  of  the  enemy,  unless  reinforcements  are 

immediately  sent  from  the  northward.     Such  destruction  of 

public  stores  (on  the  part  of  the  militia)  is  enough  to  ruin  a 

nation.     These  arc  some  of  the  happy  eftects  of  defending  the 

country  with  militia,  from  which  good  Lord  deliver  us !     O, 

that  we  had  in  the  field,  as  Henry  V.  said,  some  few  of  the 

many  thousands  that  are  idle  at  home  !"* 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Greene,  when  he  lefl  Steu- 
l>en,  on  the  20th  of  November,  1780,  in  Virginia,  proceeded 
at  once  further  South.  On  the  2d  of  December  he  reached 
the  encampment  of  the  American  anny  at  Charlotte,  Nort.h 
Carolina,  while  the  main  body  of  the  British  army  was  lying 
at  Wiunsborough,  South  Carolina,  between  the  Broad  river 
and  the  Catawba.  The  forces  of  which  Greene  could  dispose 
were  not  more  than  nine  hundred  and  seventy  Continentals 
and  one  thousand  and  thirteen  militia,  of  whom  eight  hundred 
men  only  were  properly  clad  and  equipped  for  service.  The 
destitute  condition  and  the  want  of  discipline  in  which  he 
found  them,  prevented  Greene  from  hazarding  the  risk  of  a 
general  engagement ;  all  he  could  do  at  present  was  to  disci- 
pline and  accustom  his  troops  to  active  service  in  the  field, 
and  by  deceiving  the  British  commander  as  to  his  intentions 

*  MS.  letter  of  February  3,  1781,  ia  the  Greene  Collection. 


«Dd  moyementa,  to  avoid  an  unforeaeea  attaok  on  the  pati  of 

Cornwallis.  / 

For  thiB  purpose  he  divided  his  forces,  and  sent  one  po^ 
tion,  under  Morgan,  to  operate  on  the  British  loft  and  rsM^ 
while  he  advanced  with  the  main  body  to  a  strong  post  oa  Ike 
frontier  of  Sonth  Carolina,  on  the  Great  Pedee,  to  threaten 
the  right  wing  of  the  British  army,  and,  if  possible,  out  off 
its  conunonication  with  Charleston.  Comwallis  sent  Tarietott 
against  Morgan,  ^d  a  battle  was  fought  at  the  Cowpens,  in 
which  the  American  arms  were  victorious.  Comwallis  him- 
self broke  up  his  camp  at  Winn8boi*ough,  and  marched  north- 
ward, in  order  to  cut  off  Morgan's  communication  with  GreeiML 
He  did  not  succeed  in  this  project,  as  Morgan,  a  few  hours  b^ 
fore  Comwallis  reached  the  Catawba,  had  crossed  it  unmolest> 
ed.  Greene  thus  effected  his  junction  with  Morgan,  and  to<^ 
the  command.  Pursued  by  Comwallis,  ho  retired  to  the  left 
bank  of  the  Yadkin,  and  joined,  at  Guilford  Court-house,  the 
main  body  of  hia  army.  It  was  the  design  of  Comwallis  to 
prevent  the  American  army  from  falling  back  on  Virginia, 
whence  they  had  the  means  of  obtaining  supplies  and  recruits. 
Marching  up  the  Yadkin,  he  moved  toward  the  Dim,  but 
Greene  succeeded  in  retiring,  on  the  14th  of  February,  uito 
Virginia,  whereupon  Comwallis,  master  of  North  and  South 
Carolina,  established  himself  at  Hillsborough,  the  center  of  the 
Tories,  who  were  so  enthusiastic  that  in  the  course  of  a  day  he 
obtained  seven  companies  of  volunteers.  Shortly  after  this 
reinforcements  arrived,  and  Greene  was  in  a  position  to  re- 
cross  the  Dan  and  to  follow  Comwallis,  who,  for  want  of  pro- 
vii^ions  and  for  the  better  protection  of  the  Toiies,  had  left  his 
quarters,  and  encamped  at  iVllimance  Creek.  Greene's  army 
now  consisted  of  about  four  thousand  five  hundred  men,  among 
whom  were  sixteen  hundred  Continentals.  He  felt  strong 
enough  to  offer  a  battle  to  Comwallis,  who  accepted  it,  and 
defeated  the  Americans,  on  the  15th  of  March,  at  Guilford 
Court-house.    Comwallis,  however,  gained  nothing  by  this 
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VfaMrjr;he  fimnd  no  provisions  in  the  neighborhood  of  Gxdl- 
Ibrd,  and  withdrew  his  forces  to  Cross  Creek  (Fayetteville)  ; 
iM  bdng  disappointed  again  in  his  expectations  of  obtuning 
.Q^pfdiee,  he  fell  back  on  Wilmington,  at  the  mouth  of  Cape 
9mr  river.  Greene,  instead  of  pushing  iforward,  was  obliged 
to  disoontinne  the  pursuit  of  Comwallis,  as  the  Virginia  mili- 
tia olaimed  their  discharge.  He,  therefore,  was  compelled  to 
Inmsfer  his  operations  to  South  Carolina,  and  marched,  on  the 
Ml  of  April,  toward  Camden.  A  few  days  before,  he  was 
obliged  to  disband  the  militia,  whose  term  of  service  was  ex- 
pired, and  who,  in  spite  of  all  entreaties  and  remonstrances, 
rsfhsed  to  serve  a  day  longer.  The  volunteers  who  had  joined 
ksm,  dropped  off  by  hundreds,  nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  per- 
•oasion  or  threats  to  prevent  thorn.  Had  they  continued  with 
him,  Greene  would  have  been  able  to  strike  an  effective  blow 
against  Comwallis;  now  he  had  to  wait  for  reinforcements 
fipom  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Delaware.  His  expectations 
tested  chiefly  on  Virginia ;  but  notwithstanding  bis  energetic 
exertions  to  assist  him,  Steuben  effected  little  or  nothing. 

Before  the  invasion  of  Arnold,  as  detailed  in  chapter  XVT., 
Steuben  Avas  only  able  to  send  a  detachment  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty-six  men  to  General  Greene.  After  the  withdrawal 
ci  the  enemy  to  Portsmouth,  he  endeavored  to  collect  a  new 
fcrce  and  forward  it  to  the  South,  but  for  the  reasons  we  have 
given  above,  this  was  now  much  more  difficult  than  at  any 
previous  time.  On  the  17th  of  February,  1781,  he  informed 
€h*eene  that  a  thousand  militia  were  ordered  to  join  him  im- 
mediately from  Botetourt,  Montgomery,  Pittsylvania,  Wash- 
iDgton  and  Henry  counties,  and  that  he  had  strained  every 
nerve  to  dispatch  from  Chesterfield  a  detachment  of  four  to 
five  hundred  men.  "  I  can  not  yet  say,**  he  continues,  "  what 
we  may  be  able  to  do,  but  bo  assured  that  no  other  object 
diall  draw  off  one  moment  my  attention  from  succoring  you. 
Hie  others  are  but  secondary  objects ;  they  must  and  shall  be 
considered  in  that  light."    Steuben  applied  for  this  purpose 


>^' 


to  JelTerann,  and  agreed  with  hint  that  the  militia  of  Ro^ 
bridge,  Augusta,  Rockingham  and  Shenaadoah  counties,  would 
be  tliQ  most  speedy  and  efiectuul  reinforcomotits  tor  Gonenl 
Greene ;  but  na  there  were  no  other  ti-oops  to  supply  thoir 
plaGC!^,  and  as  they  refused  to  niarc)i,  the  governor  nnd  Sten- 
ben  we  le  forced  to  abandcn  the  project  out  of  regard  to  the 
safety  of  the  State.  Steuben  comnmnicatod  at  the  same  time 
with  General  Smallwood  and  Governor  Gist,  in  order  to  aa- 
ceitain  what  iciiiforcemeiits  he  could  expect  fiom  Marylvid 
and  Delaware  for  the  southern  army. 

"  General  Greene's  situation,"  he  says,  ia  a  letter  front 
Kichmond,  on  th<j  12th  of  February,  17Sl,ta  Smallwood,  "iwi. 
withstanding  bis  last  success,  is  very  disagreeable,  and  caIIj*  for 
the  immediate  exertion  of  this  State  and  Slaryland.  I  must 
beg  you,  my  dear  general,  to  push  your  State  to  raise  nud 
send  on  a  reinforcement  to  the  South  without  delay."* 

Oh  the  23tli  of  February  Steuben  succeeded  in  getting  off 
the  detachment,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  while 
four  hundred,  rank  and  file,  marched  from  CbesterSeld  via 
Petersburg  and  Taylor's  Ferry.  "  My  plan  is,"  ho  concludes 
a  letter  to  Greene,  on  the  2"th  of  February,  1781, f  "to  send 
off  Ibo  third  detachment  of  infantry  on  the  1st  of  April,  tlie 
fourth  detachment  on  the  15th  of  April,  and  the  filth  ou  tlio 
Ist  of  May,  With  the  luttcr  I  intend  to  join  you  myself,  and 
to  leave  Colonel  Davies  to  send  off  the  others  in  the  same  or- 
der. Tho  object  of  supporting  you  has  taken  a  very  great 
part  of  my  attention,  and  I  can  only  lametit  that  my  success 
thlls  so  far  short  of  my  zeal." 

Instead  of  tho  five  hundred  recruits,  however,  whom  ho 
expected  to  find  at  the  rendezvous  towards  the  end  of  Murvh, 
1781,  and  to  scud  forward  on  the  1st  of  April  to  Greene,  only 
seven  had  eomo  in,  and  even  of  tbcso,  two  deserted.  General 
Muhlenberg  did  not  tiire  much  better.  Ho  had  expected  to 
receive  one  hundred  and  four  men  as  the  contingent  froiu 

•Sttubfo  MS.  Pnpots,  vol.  zi.  f  Qrodo'b  if&  Paparai 
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'  Kent  fbr  service  within  the  State,  bat  only  nine  ar- 
1,  thus  proving  that  not  only  were  the  people  disinclined 
errioe  out  of  the  State,  but  even  for  the  defense  of  thdlr 
homes.    Steaben  was  consequently  unable  to  fulfill  his 
lise,  both  in  this  and  subsequent  cases.     The  slowness 
which  the  militia  assembled,  and  the  difficulty  to  keep 
1  together,  rendered  it  impossible  to  collect  the  troops 
ssary  for  the  defense  of  Virginin,  and  therefore  it  was  out 
10  question  to  weaken  it  still  more  by  sending  detach- 
es to  the  South.    The  militia,  under  Colonels  Green  and 
pbell,  thus  remained  the  only  reinforcements  which  were 
through  Steuben^B  exertions,  to  the  southern  army. 


CHAPTER     XIX. 


MTHUKVBna  watchiso  PomMOimi.  —  His  iirvoLuirTABT   In aotititt. — 
Want  or  TTiii  ■miiitn  ijt  nii  Amkuoam  Cam^. — Asnold  xnrt  Quikt.— ' 
Fbxxou  Snirs  iw  thx  Bat  taxkn  roRTHS  wuouiFrkmch  Flsr:— Tus 

DI800TXBKD.— StBCBIRV    PRKPAKU    FOR    AN    ATTACK     AOAINBT    PoRTBMOlTrH.— ' 
COMMAUDSR  OF  THB  FbXXCB  SlIlFt  BBFUSBi  TO  ASBIBT  HUL— 'WAtHIBOTOB  IB 

TDB  FRRMcn  Admiral  to  sbt  Sail  FtiR  Ciibsaprakb  Bat.— Bociiambbau  dxtac 
Troops  tiirrb.— A  dbtihitb  Btrokb  aoairbt  PoBTtMovrn  pbbfabbd. — ^Hova 

TAKIXO    AbBOLD    PrUOMER. — WaSHINOTON  SBNDS  LaFATBTTK  to  VlBOIBTAw — Kl 
BOX8    WHY. — I»9TRL'CT10.\8   OIVBX  TO   LArAYRTTK. — Ul8  LXTTKR  TO    StRUDXN. — ^La 

fatktte  exprctb  to  captl'rr  Arnold. — ^Tinc  Statb  dobs  Notuino  towards  rvi' 

TIIRRINO    TOR    ObJPXTTS    UF    THE    EXPHDITION.— STXUBKN'S    CoRRXSPONDENCB 

Jefferson  and  Nel»on. — Steubex  and  Lafayrttb. — Parallel  of  WaahinotoiC 
Iryino  BxrwxxN  them  incorrect. — Instead  of  thr  French,  an  Engusii  FlkeC" 
ARRivBS. — On  Account  of  its   Arrival,  Lafayette,  who  had  jcrt  left  this. 
State,  rettrnb. — General  Phillips  arrives  at  Portsmoutu,  and  takes  tbiB^ 
CHIEF  Command  in  ViuttiNiA.— Ukjection  of  Steuben's  Plan  fob  the  Expul- 
sion OF  THE  Enemy  from  tur  State. — Want  of  IIorbes  and'  Arms. — Stbubbib 

in     ClIEflTERFIELD.— He     DKSIUES    TO     JOIN    OrEENE.— IIu     LbTTXR    TO     OrBBKX. 

Orerne'h  noble  Answer. — Steuben  for  the  Present  remains  in  Viboinia. 


TO  return  to  the  operations  in  Virginia,  where  we  left  Gen- 
eral Muhlenberg  watching  Arnold  in  Poitsraouth.  On  ao- 
oonnt  of  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  want  of  arms  and  supplies, 
an<l  the  general  destitution  which  prevailed  in  camp  a.s  well  as 
in  the  whole  State,  MtLhlcnberg  was  unable  to  attack  the  ene- 
my, still  less  to  strike  a  decisive  blow.  He  spent  the  greater 
part  of  February  in  inactivity,  and  although  thoroughly  dis- 
gusted with  this  state  of  things,  had  no  power  to  mend  his 
condition.  He  had  two  thousand  men,  but  it  must  not  be  forw 
gotten  that  they  were  militia,  and  as  ill  provided  as  the  re> 
(M'liits  at  Chesterfield,  whose  condition  has  been  described  in 
the  previous  chapter.  Among  his  whole  force  he  counted 
about  three  hundred  bayonets  and  only  two  brass  six  pound* 
ors.  He,  therefore,  could  not  think  of  a  regular  fidege  of  the 
htrungly  fortified  placi',  and  the  only  thing  left  to  liim  was  to 
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skinnish  with  the  oneiiiy  :is  often  as  posisible,  and  thns  to  ae- 
cn.stom  his  troops  to  aetion.  Arnold,  on  the  other  side,  was 
very  caatioas,  and  remained  at  Portsmouth.  lie  expected  re- 
inforcements, and  did  not  want  to  fight,  when  his  presence 
alone  was  sufficient  to  engage  the  whole  military  power  of  the 
State,  and  to  prevent  the  dispatch  of  reinforcements  and  pro- 
visions to  the  southern  army.  Jefferson,  at  the  beginning  of 
February  had  intrusted  to  Mtthlenberg  the  execution  of  a 
jdan  for  the  seizure  of  Arnold,  and  his  delivery  into  the  hands 
of  the  governor ;  but  owing  to  the  extraordinary  precautions 
whidi  Arnold  took  for  his  own  secuiity,  the  project  failed.* 

Thus  matters  stood  when,  on  the  16th  of  February,  three 

French  vessels  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  James  river,  one  of 

■zty-four  guns  and  two  frigates.     Colonel  Dabney,  who  com- 

Buinded  the  lower  posts,  took  them  for  the  whole  French  fleet 

and  reported  thus  to  Nelson.     "  What  you  expected,**  writes 

the  latter  on  the  16th  of  February,  to  Steuben,  ''has  taken 

place.    I  give  you  joy  with  all  my  soul.    Now  is  our  time ;  not 

a  moment  ought  to  be  lost !" 

The  mistake  was,  however,  soon  discovered.     The  ships 
came  from  Rhode  Island,  where  a  storm  had  given  a  tempo- 
rary superiority  to  the  French,  who  had  hitherto  been  block- 
aded  by  the  British  fleet,  and  were  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
3>e  Tilly,  who  was  on  a  cruise  between  New  York  and  Charles- 
ton.    Steuben  immediately  sent  Captain  Duponceau  on  board, 
to  inform  the  French  commander  of  his  situation ;  and  expect- 
ing a  cooperation  on  his  pai*t  against  Portsmouth,  at  once 
made  all  the  necessary  preparations,  both  for  this  enterprise 
and  for  the  security  of  the  French  vessels  in  case  of  danger. 
For  the  first  project  he  ordered  General  Gregory  to  assemble 
aE  the  force  in  his  power  on  the  other  side  of  the  Dismal 
Swamp,  and  hold  them  in  readiness  to  second  Steuben  when- 
ever he  shonld  be  ready.     A  line  of  expresses  was  established 
between  his  post  and  Suflblk,  by  means  of  which  he  could 

*  Bowcu's  Life  of  SteuboD,  p.  50. 
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have  given  him  the  neoeflsary  advice  in  leai  tbaa  t^ 

hours. 

General  Muhlenberg  advanced  with  about  one  thoiwnid 
men  to  within  sixteen  miles  of  Portsmouth,  leaving  the  potts 
at  Cooper's  Mill  and  Suffolk  properly  guarded  to  cover  hh 
retroat.  Genei-al  Nelson  had  orders  to  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  march  at  the  first  notice.  Greneral  Weedon  formed  a 
corps  of  eight  hundred  militia  at  Fredericksburg,  with  orden 
to  march  toward  Williamsburg  in  case  of  an  attack  on  Porti- 
mouth.  This  corps  was  to  have  marched  to  Newport  New% 
and  if  the  French  vessels  had  been  obliged  to  retire  to  York 
river,  it  was  to  have  covered  the  battery  erected  there  fi>r 
their  defense.  Six  or  seven  armed  merchant  vessels  in  Jamel 
river  were  to  have  joined  the  French  vessels  and  assisted  Stea» 
ben's  operations ;  all  the  boats  that  could  be  found  were  o(d- 
Iccted  at  Sandy  Point  to  transport  the  troops ;  eight  eighteen 
pounders  and  two  mortars  were  got  in  readiness.  Such  were 
Steuben's  preparations,  when  Mr.  De  Tilly  informed  him  that 
he  was  not  to  remain  in  the  bay,  that  his  orders  were  to  cruise 
between  Charleston  and  New  York,  and  that  he  should  sail 
the  moment  the  wind  would  permit  him. 

The  appearance  of  those  vessels  had  much  alarmed  the 
enemy  iu  Portsmouth  and  encouraged  the  Virginia  militia. 
General  Muhlenberg  advanced  near  Portsmouth,  surprised  a 
picquet,  made  one  sergeant  and  twelve  men  prisoners,  killed 
two  yagers,  and  took  a  wagon  and  eight  horses.  He  remained 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  town,  all  next  day,  but  the 
enemy  kept  close  in  their  works.  The  departure  of  the  French 
vessels,  however,  destroyed  all  hopes  of  succeeding  in  an  at- 
tack on  Portsmouth.*  Mr.  De  Tilly  alleged  as  a  reason  for 
not  cooperating  with  Steuben,  that  the  size  of  his  ships  ren- 
dered it  unsafe  for  him  to  attempt  to  go  up  Flizabeth  river, 
where  Arnold  had  drawn  up  his  vessels ;  but  this  was  a  flimsy 

*  MS.  letter  of  Steuben  to  Greenei,  from  Chofitorfield  Ooori-bouae^  oo  the 
32d  of  February,  1781,  in  tho  Greene  Papera. 
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exiuisc,  as  by  stationing  himself  at  the  mouth  of  Elizabeth 
river,  De  Tilly  would  have  cut  off  Arnold's  retreat  and  forced 
him  to  sarreoder.* 

While  Steuben  and  Muhlenberg  were  subjected  to  this 
disappointment,  Washington,  most  anxious  to  seize  the  traitor 
Arnold,  had  prevailed  on  the  French  admiral  to  promise  the 
cooperation  of  his  whole  fleet  in  the  attack  against  Ports- 
month.  Accordingly,  Admiral  Destouches  resolved  to  sail  for 
the  Chesapeake  in  order  to  block  up  Arnold  in  the  bay  and 
prevent  his  receiving  succor.  Count  Rochambeau,  the  com- 
mander of  the  French  troops,  sent  a  corps  of  eleven  hundred 
and  twenty  infantry  under  Baron  De  Viomenil,  on  board 
the  French  fleet,  to  carry  out  more  effectually  Washington's 
plan. 

Every  thing  warranted  the  hope  of  decided  suci*.ess.     At 
head-quarters  they  considered  Arnold  already  as  a  doomed 
man,  and  to  judge  from  the  impoitance  which  was  attached 
to  his  capture,  it  would  almost  appear  that  the  expedition  was 
Undertaken  more  with  the  view  of  taking  personal  revenge 
against  Arnold,  than  with  the  more  important  and  roal  object 
of  relieving  Greene  and  saving  the  whole  South  by  the  defeat 
of  the  enemy  in  Virginia.    It  is  strange,  that,  even  in  the 
Inflecting  and  comprehensive  mind  of  Washington,  so  much 
stress  should  be  laid  on  making  a  prisoner  the  detested  leader 
«f  the  British  forces — a  project  that  was  nothing  but  a  roman- 
tic &ncy.   In  like  manner,  in  the  beginning  of  1778,  Washing- 
ton had  formed  a  plan  to  abduct  Sir  Henry  Clinton  from  New 
^ork,  and  only  the  shrewd  suggestions  of  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton prevented  the  attempted  execution  of  the  plan.f 

Steuben,  after  having  forwarded  Colonel  Campbell,  with 
font  hundred  men,  to  the  southern  army,  had  no  Continentals 
left,  and  only  militia  under  his  orders.  "  Convinced,"  writes 
Washington  to  him  on  the  20th  of  February,  1781,  from  New 

*  life  of  General  Peter  MOhlonberg,  bj  Henry  A.  Muhlenberg,  p.  230. 
f  Washington  Irving's  Life  of  Washington,  liL,  392,  393. 
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WiiHlsor,*"  ^Uhat  a  naval  operation  alone  will  probaHy-lM  im» 
effectual,  and  that  militia  would  be  aneqoal  to  the  redootieflf 
of  Arnold  in  his  works,  I  have  detached  a  ooipe  of  twelve 
hundred  men  from  this  army,  chiefly  consisting  of  the  Ugh!' 
infantry,  and  of  course  commanded  by  the  Marqnis  De  Lt&j^ 
ettc,  which  will,  I  hope,  amve  at  the  Head  of  £lk  aboat  the 
6th  of  March,  to  embark  there  and  proceed  down  the  bay  te 
Hampton  Roads  or  the  point  of  operation.  This  corps  wiB 
carry  with  it  some  heavy  artillery,  but  if  you  can  procure  any 
in  addition,  it  will  be  of  great  importance.  I  am  to  desm 
you  will  make  such  arrangements  with  respect  to  the  militia' 
and  supplies,  and  will  take  such  a  pontion  aa  you  judge  w31 ' 
be  most  conducive  to  the  success  of  the  enterprise.  Thr 
Marquis  De  Lafayette  wDl  open  a  coiTespondence  with  yoB' 
for  this  purpose." 

In  the  instructions  given  to  Lafayette  in  regard  to  the 
enterprise  against  Portsmouth,  Washington  says:f     "Whoi 
you  arrive  at  your  destination  you  must  act  as  your  own 
judgment  and  the  circumstances  shall  dii*ect.     You  will  open 
a  correspondence  with  Bai'on  Steuben,  who  now  commands  in 
Virginia,  informing  him  of  your  approach,  and  requesting  him 
to  have  a  sufficient  body  of  militia  ready  to  act  in  conjunc- 
tion with  your  detachment.     It  will  be  advisable  for  him  to 
procure  jiersons  in  whom  he   can   confide,  well  acquainted 
with  the  country  at  Portsmouth  and  in  the  vicinity;  some 
who  are  capable  of  giving  you  a  military  idea  of  it,  and  others 
to  serve  as  guides.     Yon  should  give  the  earliest  attention  to 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  dififerent  rivers,  but  particularly 
the  James  river,  that  you  may  know  what  harbors  can  best 
afford  shelter  and  security  to  the  cooperating  squadron  in  case 
of  blockade  by  a  supenor  force.    You  are  to  do  no  act  what- 
ever, with  Arnold,  that  directly  or  by  implication  may  screen 
him  from  the  punishment  due  to  his  treason  and  desertion, 

*  Waflhiiigton'8  Writings,  by  J.  Sparks,  viL,  p.  43L 
t  Ibidem,  p.  419. 
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which,  if  he  shoald  fall  into  your  hand$),  you  will  execute  in 
the  most  summary  way.'* 

Lafayette  could  scarcely  wait  to  reach  Virginia ;  his  solo 
aim  and  purpose,  the  object  of  his  most  ardent  desires,  was  the 
capture  of  Arnold,  who,  he  constantly  dreaded,  would  evade 
the  snares  in  which  he  hoped  to  catch  him.  "  Nothing  will 
be  wanting,"  he  wrote  from  Morristown,  on  the  24th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1781,  to  Steuben,*  "to  hurry  the  detachment,  which 
you  will  find  to  be  an  excellent  body  of  troops.  I  hope  that 
the  French  ships  will  strictly  blockade  Mr.  Arnold,  and  as 
your  position  will  no  doubt  exclude  the  possibility  of  his 
taking  any  advantage  by  land,  I  hope  we  may,  before  long, 
give  a  good  account  of  him.  Should  he  by  chance  make  any 
proposition,  no  communication  ought  to  be  held  with  him  that 
might  countenance  any  pretension  to  his  being  a  prisoner  of 
war." 

**  The  article  of  my  letter  of  the  24tli  inst.,"  he  continues 
on  the  26th  of  February,  in  Philadelphia,!  "  relating  to  any 
terms  Arnold  might  propose,  Ls  the  more  important  as  it  is 
the  more  positively  expressed  in  my  instructions." 

On  the  3d  of  March,  when  he  arrived  at  the  Head  of  Elk, 
^  e  wrote  to  Mtthlenberg : J  "  In  all  cases  I  am  to  request  you 
^hat  no  communication  be  held  with  Arnold  that  may  in  any 
"Way  give  him  the  least  claim  to  the  advantages  of  a  prisoner 
Cfcf  war." 

It  can  easily  be  imagined  that  Steuben,  who  had  done 
livery  thing  in  his  power  to  defend  Virginia,  and  since  his 
Arrival  in  the  State  had  suffered  under  the  most  embaiTassing 
difficulties,  was  looking  with  uneasiness  upon  the  sudden  in- 
trusion of  Lafayette,  just  at  the  moment  when  he  had  the 
^.grceable  prospect  of  taking  Portsmouth.  "  To-morrow,"  he 
"^rrites  on  the  3d  of  March,  1781,  to  Grcene,§  "I  set  out  for 
AVilliamsburg  to  finish  my  preparations  for  the  arrival  of  the 

♦  Gates  MSl  Papera,  vol  xix.,  p.  12.  f  l^*^->  P*  13. 
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marquis  and  the  fleet.    I  have  oommnmoated  to  Urn  the  il*""^  ^ 

of  operation  I  should  have  followed  had  the  fleet  been  hi 

to  assist  me.    I  think  the  same  plan,  with  very  little 

ations,  should  be  now  adopted.    I  flatter  myself  that  a 

quis  and  minus  six    hundred   troops   that   are    coming,  *■        | 

would  have  been  in  my  power  to  have  delivered  to  yon  M       ^ 

Ainold,  but  this  honor  is  reserved  for  another.    But  do  u^Mf 

think,  my  dear  general,  that  this  idea,  however  mortifying' 

will  in  the  least  relax  my  zeal  in  the  affair ;  on  the  contrary; 

I  hope  the  marquis  will  find  every  thing  prepared  for  his  sr- 

rival." 

The  State  of  Virginia  was  unable  to  furnish  the  artidfli 
which  were  required  for  the  expedition  against  Portsmooth. 
They  had  no  money  and  no  credit ;  the  only  thing  they  could 
do  was  to  issue  impress  warrants  for  horses,  boats  and  pro> 
visions.  Even  Steuben  asked  the  governor  in  vain  for  sur- 
geons, with  instruments  and  bandages  for  the  troops.  The 
Executive  promised  to  provide  every  thing  that  was  wanted, 
but  put  Steuben  off  from  day  to  day.  There  was  no  powder 
even  to  be  had.  In  Mtlhlenberg's  camp  the  whole  ammunition 
amounted  to  eight  rounds  a  man  and  provision  for  four  day& 
But  what  was  worse  than  all,  the  reinforcements  which  the 
State  had  promised  did  not  arrive,  yet  it  was  on  the  strength 
of  the  promise,  and  on  a  belief  in  the  energetic  codperation  of 
the  State,  that  Steuben  had  represented  to  Lafayette  "the 
facility  of  taking  the  fortifications  of  Portsmouth,  sword  in 
hand." 

"  On  my  arrival  yesterday  afternoon,"  writes  Lafiiyette  to 
Washington,  from  Yorktown,  on  the  16th  of  March,*  "  I  found 
that  Baron  De  Steuben  had  been  very  active  in  making  prep- 
arations, and  agreeably  to  what  he  tells  me,  we  shall  have  Ave 
thousand  militia  ready  to  operate.  This,  with  the  Continental 
detachment,  is  equal  to  the  business,  and  we  might  very  well 
do  without  any  land  force  from  Newport.  In  your  first  letter 
♦  Revolutionary  Oorrospomlenco,  by  J.  Sparks,  iii.,  261. 
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to  the  baron,  I  wish,  my  dear  genera],  you  would  write  to  bim 
that  I  have  been  much  satisfied  with  his  prc2)arations.  I  want 
to  please  him,  and  harmony  shall  be  my  first  object." 

The  preparations  which  Steuben  had  made  for  the  attack 
OD  Portsmouth  are  detailed  in  his  letter  to  General  Greene,  on 
the  16th  of  March,  as  follows :  "  Four  eighteen-pound  cannon, 
two  thirteen-inch  mortars,  eight  fieM  pieces,  seven  or  eight 
thonsand  pounds  of  powder,  with  shells  and  balls  sufficient ; 
four  troops  of  cavalry,  each  thirty,  one  hundred  and  twenty ; 
nine  regiments  four  hundred  each,  throe  thousand  six  hundred 
men ;  five  himdred  riflemen,  six  hundred  militia  from  Carolina 
and  Princess  Ann  counties :  in  all  four  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty  militia."  Unfortunately,  however,  the  greater 
part  of  these  supplies,  both  of  men  and  arms,  existed  only  on 
paper,  and  Steuben  was  again  forced  to  complain  to  the  gov- 
ernment about  the  unfulfillment  of  its  promises,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  letter  to  Governor  Jefibrson,  dated  the  9th 
of  March,  1781:* 

"  I  have  received  a  letter  from  General  3IUhlenberg,  dated 
the  7th  instant,  informing  me  that  the  reinforcements  which 
were  to  have  joined  him  on  the  otli,  had  not  then  arrived,  and 
consequently  he  was  prevented  from  detaching  the  eight  hun- 
dred men  destined  to  join  General  Gregory,  and  to  secure  the 
passage  of  the  Great  Bridge.  At  the  same  instant  arrived 
twelve  men,  being  all  of  the  one  Inuidred  and  four  who  were 
ordered  from  New  Kent.  They  are  unarmed  and  demand  my 
orders.  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  dcclaro  that  I  shall  give 
neither  arms  nor  orders.  On  the  assurance  I  received  from 
government  by  Colonel  Walker,  I  had  the  weakness  to  write 
General  Washington  and  Marquis  Lafayette  that  every  thing 
was  ready  for  the  expedition.  My  credulity,  however,  is  pun- 
ished at  the  expense  of  my  honor,  and  the  only  excuse  I  have 
is,  my  confidence  in  government.  The  quarter-master  writes 
me,  that  he  has  implored  the  assistance  of  government  in  ]>ro- 

*  Steubon  MS.  Papers,  vol  xL 
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curing  stores  for  the  expedition.  In  fiiot,  if  tho  powan  «f  * 
govorntnont  are  iiindequatfi  to  the  fumishiog  whnt  is  indiapwi- 
Kiil>l}-  ncKicsBory,  the  expedition  must  fail.  In  this  ritastioii  I 
Biispi-nd  giving  stny  orders  till  I  receive  your  ExoeUeooy's  Ml' 
swcr  to  tliis,  which  answer  I  will  lay  before  the  nurqab  Mtd 
tlio  ooiumander  of  the  French  fleet,  that  they  may  not  eogags 
too  &r  in  aa  enterprise  for  which  there  is  no  prospect  of  osr- 
rying  it  through." 

Thesu  (ipprelicnsions  and  hopes  sre  confinned  in  a  letter  of 
Steubeiis',  dated  the  10th  of  March,  to  Gleneral  Nelson.  "Aa 
event  ia  approsching,"  he  says,*  "  whiob  will  have  much  infli^ 
ence  on  the  operations  of  the  next  oampsigii.  Your  ladisptK 
sition  at  this  time  ia  particularly  unfortunnte,  as  it  depriveaoM 
of  your  counsel  and  assnstanoe  at  a  time  I  am  in  the  greatort 
^vant  of  them.  You  are  better  acquainted  than  I  am  with 
tile  strength  and  weakness  of  this  State,  and  you  have  th« 
cotiHdonce  of  the  people.  Judge  then  how  much  I  regret 
yoiir  absence.  I  am  in  want  of  every  thing,  and  govemment 
have  not  the  power  to  assist  me,  in  consequence  of  which  I 
am  disappointed  in  tlio  most  csscnti.'kl  arrangements.  £ven 
the  militia,  ordei'cd  out  fur  this  expedition,  refuse  to  com& 
.  .  .  Here  wo  have  a  pleasing  prospect  before  us.  We  may, 
I  think,  be  eertaia  that  a  fleet  will  come  to  cooperate  with  u^ 
and  ill  that  case  the  grand  traitor  can  not  csca])c.  If  we, 
through  neglect,  fail  in  this,  it  will  have  a  bad  effect  on  the 
rest  of  our  operations  this  campaign." 

Irving,  in  the  fourth  volume  of  his  Life  of  WashingtoDtf 
in  order  to  prove  that  "  the  youthful  marquis  was  not  so  boo- 
gnino  as  the  veteran  baron,"  quotes  Lafayette's  letter,  dated 
the  7th  of  March,  1781,  to  Washington,  according  to  which 
Stenben  declared  the  taking  of  Portsmouth,  sword  in  hand,  a 
very  easy  affuir.  But  he  dous  not  mention  under  what  oon- 
ditions  and  suppositions  Steuben  thought  thus.  The  above 
letters,  which  are  by  no  means  sanguine,  fully  explaiu  the 

•  StanbcB US.  P^wnt  ToL  zL  tP<««4^ 
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^rotfndfl  on  vhioh  Stenben's  opinion  was  formed,  and  on  this 
Moonnt  deserve  particular  consideratioD. 
'  The  French  fleet  left  New|x>rt  on  the  8th  of  March,  and 
its  arrival  in  Chesapeake  Bay.  could  reasonably  be  expected 
about  the  middle  of  March.  Lafayette  reached  the  camp  of 
Muhlenberg,  near  Suffolk,  on  the  19th  of  March.  This  gen- 
eral had  been  very  active  in  the  meantime.  He  held  the  ac- 
tual command  of  the  troops  in  the  field,  while  Steuben  was 
oeoupied  in  making  preparations  for  the  arrival  of  the  French 
Aeet,  and  gained  many  advantages  over  Arnold,  by  cutting 
eff  fi>ra^g  parties,  driving  in  his  outposts,  and  even  taking 
Ms  post  at  Great  Bridge.  Surrounded  on  the  land  side  by 
MOhlenberg,  Arnold  could  not  expect  to  keep  the  place,  if  he 
4iid  not  soon  receive  relief.  Every  thing  was  ready  to  effect 
fte  capture  of  the  place,  should  the  French  fleet  arrive  and 
lend  the  expected  assistance  by  sea. 

At  last,  on  the  20th  of  March,  a  large  fleet  was  seen  in 
the  bay.  The  hopes  of  all  parties  were  excited  in  the  highest 
degree.  The  Americans  were  jubilant  at  the  idea  that  Arnold 
oonld  not  escape,  and  that  the  British  must  suffer  a  decided 
defeat.  But  their  joy  was  short,  and  was  soon  turned  into 
bitter  disappointment.  On  the  23d  it  was  discovered  that 
the  fleet  which  had  arrived  was  the  British  squadron  under 
Arbuthnot,  which  had  sailed  two  days  afler  the  depai*ture  of 
the  French  from  Newport,  that  about  twenty  leagues  off  the 
Capes  it  fell  in  with  the  French  fleet  and  engaged  it  for  an 
hour  and  a  half,  and  that  Admiral  Destouches,  though  not 
beaten,  had  decided  to  return  to  Newport,  while  the  British, 
eonsiderably  damaged,  steered  off  and  anchored  first  in  Lynn- 
havon  Bay,  and  then  opposite  Portsmouth,  to  repair  their 
damages  and  send  their  wounded  to  the  hospital.  This  inde- 
dsive  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  British  amounted  to  a 
eompl^te  victory,  as  Arnold  and  Portsmouth  were  saved. 
Tlius  the  Americans  were  once  again  disappointed  in  their 
hopes  of  a  successfnl  expedition. 
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La&yettc,  whose  troops  had  not  advaneed  ftitli«r'<Ufc 
Annapolis,  rotiirned  by  water  to  the  Head  of  Elk,  and  prepai«l 
to  join  the  main  army  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  It  wobU 
be  impossible  to  undorstand  this  movement  on  his  part,  wevb 
it  not  for  the  reason,  that  in  consequence  of  the  fiulure  of  the 
arrival  of  the  French  fleet,  he  pi*esumed  his  task  at  an  end.  'WHb 
true  French  ardor  for  flourish  he  expected  to  capture  AmcM, 
and  withdrew  when  he  found  that  the  glory  at  which  he  aimed 
could  not  be  won.  The  critical  state  of  affairs  in  the  South 
should  have  prevented  La&yette  from  drawing  off  his  troops 
to  the  northward,  the  more  so  as  the  force  of  the  enemy  w» 
lessened  in  the  North  by  the  detachment  under  Phillips,  which 
arrived  in  Portsmouth  while  Lafayette  was  still  in  WiUiama- 
biu'g.* 

Thus  Steuben,  who,  notwithstanding  Lafayette's  presence, 
had  not  been  superseded  in  the  command,  was  again  left  alone. 
Arnold,  however,  was  soon  relieved  by  General  PhiUi][>s,  who, 
with  two  thousand  men,  reached  Portsmouth  on  the  26th  of 
March,  and  being  the  senior  general  took  the  command.  BBs 
object  appeared  to  be  to  join  Lord  Comwallis ;  but  in  the  first 
instance  he  remained  quiet  at  Portsmouth  with  a  force  of  about 
three  thousand  five  liundrcd  men. 

"  Nothing  will  hinder,"  wrote  Steuben  on  the  23d  of  March 
to  the  board  of  war,  "  the  enemy  to  penetrate  further  into  the 
country ;  they  will  even  be  obliged  to  do  so  for  subsistence. 
Virginia  asks  assistance,  and  a  great  part  of  the  people  expect 
it.  I  am  very  apprehensive  that  the  invasion  will  stop  all  suc- 
cor from  this  State  to  the  southern  army.  The  magazines  wiU 
be  exhausted,  and  nil  this  merits  the  consideration  of  Congress 
and  of  our  allies."f 

Steuben^s  force  was  still  so  small  that  he  could  scarcely 
take  the  precautions  indispensable  for  the  security  of  the  State. 
His  first  care  was  to  save  those  articles  which  at  so  much 

*  Greene's  letter  to  Steuben,  dated  the  3d  of  April,  1781. 
f  Steuben  MS.  Papen^  voL  xl 
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troable  and  expense  had  been  collected  for  the  expedition 
against  Portsmouth.  On  this  occasion  the  State  asHisted  him 
irith  great  energy.  Steuben's  next  task  was  to  prevent,  if 
poflsiblo,  the  enemy  from  making  incursions  into  the  country, 
aod  from  forming  a  junction  with  Cornwallis.  On  the  27th  of 
March  he  directed  Muhlenberg  to  collect  the  whole  of  his 
iforce  at  one  point,  and  to  recall  the  two  regiments  which, 
under  Colonel  Parker,  were  detached  to  the  Great  Bridge. 
No  time  was  to  be  lost,  for  if  the  enemy  were,  in  the  mean- 
time, to  send  their  new  troops,  it  would  have  been  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  execute  this  project.  Colonel  Parker,  how- 
ever, by  making  night  marches,  and  crossing  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  on  logs,  succeeded  in  effecting  a 
jnnction  with  Muhlenberg,  who  now  removed  to  his  old  camp 
near  Scott's,  leaving  two  regiments  at  Cooper's  Mills  and  a 
battalion  at  the  Chackatuck.  "  I  am  now,"  says  Muhlenberg, 
on  the  3d  of  April,  in  a  letter  to  Steuben,*  "  in  my  opuiion,  in 
the  best  position  this  place  affords,  either  to  prevent  them 
making  incursions  into  the  country,  or  to  keep  pace  with  them, 
should  they  move  up  James  river,  which  I  am  inclined  to 
think  they  will  attempt.  Repoi*t  says,  that  Arnold  is  to 
march  by  land,  whilst  the  fleet,  with  part  of  the  troops  on 
board,  moves  up  the  river."  But  the  wholesale  desertion  of 
the  militia  forced  Muhlenberg  to  retire  still  further  and  higher 
up  the  country,  as  the  enemy  would  have  broken  him  up  if  he 
had  continued  within  their  reach.  Shortly  previous  to  this, 
and  just  before  the  departure  of  Lafayette,  Steuben  had  formed 
a  project  for  effectually  delivering  the  State  from  the  enemy, 
and  laid  it  before  the  Executive,  Lord  Cornwallis  being  then 
in  the  environs  of  Ilillsbo rough,  N.  C.  Steuben  proposed  to 
the  government  to  march  with  the  whole  of  the  militiii,  and 
by  forced  marches  cross  the  lioanoke,  and  in  conjunction  with 
General  Greene  engage  the  forces  under  his  lordship  before 
the  enemy  in  Virginia  could  have  time  to  form  any  plan.    This 

*  Stoubcn  MS.  Papers,  vol.  vii. 
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maneoyer  he  flatterod  himself  voald  at  kaal  driye  Ctomvatti 
fix>ni  North  Carolina,  and  probably,  by  obliging  Gteneral  Ffail* 
lips  to  follow  Stenben  with  all  his  forces,  have  removed 
seat  of  war  from  Virginia. 

Steuben  submitted  this  plan  to  La&yette,  General 
don,  and  Colonel  Grouvion,  who  approved  it.    On  his  way  t» 
Richmond  he  met  Lieutenant  Colonel  Morris,  who  came  di- 
rectly from  General  Greene,  and  informed  him  that  ComwalU* 
had  already  begun  to  retire  to  Cross  Creek,  and  that  €reneral 
Greene  wanted  a  reinforcement  to  enable  him  to  porsae  the 
British  with  vigor.    This  served  to  strengthen  Steuben's  opin* 
ion,  and  as  he  had  then  upwards  of  four  thousand  militia  to- 
gether, he  confined  his  requisition  to  two  thousand  men,  whom 
he  only  required  for  thirty  or  forty  days.    The  State  govern- 
ment, which,  according  to  General  Wccdon,  "  had  not  an  ides 
beyond  local  security,^'*  answered  that,  although  the  proposi- 
tion seemed  to  them  to  be  founded  on  very  probable  princi- 
ples, yet,  as  the  number  of  arms  that  such  a  detachment  would 
necessarily  carry  with  them  was  greater  than  the  nnmber 
that  would  remain  in  the  State,  it  would  be  a  measure  unjusti- 
fiable in  the  present  circumstances  of  affairs,  the  enemy  having 
lately  received  a  great  reinforcement ;  that  although  the  miii* 
tia  at  present  in  sci*vice  would  be  unable  to  resist  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy  in  any  quarter,  yet,  being  strangers  to  thm 
certain  intentions,  the  militia  would  be  able  to  repel  the  in- 
cursions of  detachments,  which  otherwise  would  be  rendered 
utterly  impracticable  for  the  want  of  arms. 

Steuben,  therefore,  had  to  remain  in  Virginia.  He  re- 
paired to  Chestor6eld  Court-house,  in  order  to  accelerate  the 
depaiture  of  the  new  levies  destined  for  the  southward.  "  My 
situation,"  he  says,  in  a  report  to  Washington,  dated  on  the 
15th  of  April,  1781,f  "  is  not  the  most  agreeable,  as  I  am  ob- 
liged to  undcitako  the  defense  against  three  thousand  regular 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papera,  vol.  ti. 
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troops,  with  nothing  to  oppose  to  thorn  but  militia,  whose 
numbers  decrease  every  day.  Those  who  have  served  sinoo 
the  beginning  of  the  invasion  have  discharged  themselves,  and 
ire  not  yet  replaced  by  others,  in  consequence  of  which  Gen- 
eral Mafalenberg  is  left  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  with 
only  teven  hundred  men,  and  General  Weedon  on  the  north 
«ide  with  about  six  hundred  men.  If  the  enemy  have  any  in- 
mention  to  penetrate  the  country,  the  opposition  which  we  can 
nuke  will  avail  little. 

^  A  yery  great  evil  resulting  from  this  invasion  is,  that  it 
stops  the  recruiting  for  the  army.  So  long  as  a  county  has 
any  militia  in  the  field,  so  long  that  county  is  prevented  from 
drafting ;  and  as  most  of  the  counties  have  had  part  of  their 
militia  either  here  or  with  General  Greene,  little  or  nothing 
bas  yet  been  done  in  the  business.  Only  fifty-two  have  yet 
oome  in,  and  of  these  some  have  already  deserted.  Some  who 
came  as  substitutes  have  received  twenty-five  and  thirty  thon- 
aand  pounds  for  eighteen  months. 

^^I  am  much  at  a  loss  what  to  do  for  arms,  when  tho  ro- 
onuts  do  oome  in.  I  had  reckoned  on  those  by  M.  De  Tilly ; 
and  I  must  entreat  your  Excellency  to  order  them  on  by  land, 
as  we  have  not  the  least  prospect  of  a  single  musket  any  other 
way.  We  shall  also  be  much  distressed  for  ammunition. 
General  Greene  presses  mo  for  a  supply,  while  I  can  scarcely 
find  enough  to  supply  the  militia.  The  marquis  has  sent  one 
hundred  thousand  cartridges  to  Fredericksburg ;  these  I  will 
take  care  to  forward  to  General  Greene.  Your  Excellency 
has,  I  presume,  been  informed  that  the  lead  mines  have  given 
oat.  This  article  is  not  now  to  be  had  here.  If  the  eastern 
States  do  not  send  us  a  supply  we  shall  be  sadly  at  a  loss. 
Powder  is  also  scarce.  A  powder  mill  near  thb  was  blown 
up  some  time  since,  supposed  by  an  emissary  of  the  enemy. 
I  imagine  Maryland  would  furnish  some,  on  application  of  the 
board  of  war. 

"  Another  important  and  very  difficult  object  is  remount 
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ing  the  oaraliy.  The  Anembly  have  paved  a  law  HmHing 
the  price  of  horses  for  the  cavalry  at  five  thousand  ponnda— a 
price  inadequate  to  the  purchase  of  the  meanest  horse.  Verj 
indifferent  horses,  which  have  been  impressed,  have  been  i^al- 
ned  at  from  twenty  to  thirty  thousand  pounds,  and  upwards.* 
Nothing,  therefore,  can  possibly  be  done  till  the  meeting  of 
the  Assembly.  The  southern  army  will  require,  at  least,  thivc 
hundred  cavalry  horses  for  next  campaign.  I  suppose  thirty 
guineas  to  have  been  the  old  price  of  such  horses.  Allowing 
now  forty  guineas,  the  whole  will  amount  to  twelve  thousand 
guineas.  The  price  must  be  limited,  or  the  Continent  will  not 
be  able  to  pay  the  expense  of  remounting  two  regiments  of 
cavalry. 

"I  beg  your  Kxccllency's  directions  for  my  guide  in  mak- 
ing a  proper  representation  to  the  Assembly,  which  meets  on 
the  10th  of  next  month.  Swords  will  also  be  much  wanted 
for  the  cavalry.  I  have  ordered  six  hundred  to  be  made  at 
Mr.  Hunter's  works,  but  dare  not  reckon  on  them  in  time. 
Cartridge-boxes  are  an  article  the  State  can  not  furnish.  If 
possible,  two  thousand  should  be  sent  immediately  from  Phila- 
delphia. 

"  The  little  success  I  have  had  in  creating  the  line  of  this 
State,  and  in  furnishing  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  south- 
em  army,  induced  me  to  request  General  Greene  to  call  me 
to  the  army.'* 

Steuben  communicates  his  troubles  and  disappointments 
in  a  more  confidential  manner  to  his  friend  General  Greene, 
than  he  would  have  done  in  his  official  correspondence  with 
the  general-in-chief.  Greene  appears  to  have  fully  appreciated 
his  embarrassing  situation,  and  his  letters  are  full  of  sympathy 
for  Steuben's  sufferings,  and  a  vain,  though  sincere  desire,  to 
alleviate  them.  Greene's  letters  do  credit  alike  to  his  head 
and  heart,  and  are  a  convincing  proof  of  the  abihty  and  fine 
feeling  of  that  noble  man. 

♦  Paper  money,  of  courao. 


.  .  .<«  B I  prafbmd,''  mjn  Steaben,  in  a  letter  from  Chesterfield 
Genrt-honse,  on  the  2d  of  April,  1781,*  *^  mj  own  inclinations 
fo  the  puUic  interest,  I  should  immediately  set  out  to  join 
jon ;  my  desire  to  act  under  your  immediate  directions,  and 
tlie  disgost  I  have  fix>m  my  situation  here,  are  motives  equally 
forcible  to  urge  my  departure  hence.  I,  however,  think  it  my 
doty  to  remain  here  till  I  nm  to  bring  my  first  detachment 
with  me,  which  I  intend  shall  amount  to  five  hundred  infiin- 
iry  and  sixty  to  eighty  cavalry,  and  for  this  I  am  now  exert- 
ing  my  utmost." 

^  I  see  and  feel,''  writes  Greene,  on  the  8d  of  April,  from 
his  camp  on  the  Deep  River,f  ^'  for  your  disagreeable  situa- 
tion, and  any  thing  that  is  in  my  power  to  grant  you,  yon 
may  command.  But  if  you  leave  Virginia  all  things  will  run 
into  confusion,  and  I  am  so  hr  from  thinking  that  you  are  dis- 
graced by  your  command  in  Virginia,  that  everybody  allows 
you  to  have  acquired  great  credit,  and  though  it  is  not  of  that 
splendid  kind,  it  is  nevertheless  very  honorable,  and  is  found- 
ed upon  the  same  line  of  conduct  from  which  General  Wash- 
iogton  has  justly  acquired  so  much  honor — ^I  mean  that  of 
guarding  against  misfortune.  My  greatest  expectations  of 
support  are  from  Virginia,  drawn  forth  under  your  regulations 
and  arrangements.  If  you  leave  them,  State  policy  and  par- 
tial views  will  counteract  all  the  support  we  may  expect  from 
that  quarter,  and  we  shall  all  fall  together  to  the  southward. 
Nothing  in  my  power  shall  be  wanting  to  do  justice  to  your 
reputation,  and  I  feel  my  obligations  to  you  for  your  exer- 
tions. Should  you  continue  to  wish  to  join  the  army,  you 
shall  most  readily  have  my  consent,  for  1  am  greatly  in  want 
of  your  aid  here  as  well  as  there ;  but  it  is  my  opinion  that 
yon  can  be  more  extensively  useful  there  than  here.'* 

"  However,  my  dear  baron,"  continues  Greene  on  the  6th 
of  April,  ^  when  you  consider  the  critical  and  disagreeable 
ntuation  I  am  in,  the  little  prospect  I  have  of  acquiring  glory, 

*  Stooben  MS.  Pi^>er8.  f  Greene  MS.  Papore. 
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and  tlie  almost  certiiin  disgrace  that  will  accompany  my  ma- 
ncuvei^,  from  tlie  nature  and  constitution  of  oar  army,  and  frouL 
the  many  difficulties  I  have  to  combat,  and  compare  your  sita- 
atiou  with  mine,  you  may  think  yourself  happy  that  you  ar» 
not  in  as  perplexing  a  state  as  I  am.    I  wish  both  oar  pros- 
pects were  better,  but  mine,  of  all  men,  is  the  most 
Ue.    Let  us  labor,  and  fliint  not ;  happily  we  may  get  thro 
the  thorny  path  in  due  time,  and  by  ways  and  means  not  ver 
dear  to  either  at  present." 

This  noble  appeal  to  Steuben's  ambition  and  sense  of  d 
had  the  desired  effect ;  he  remained  in  Virginia. 


CHAPTER    XX. 

PbOSPSCTB  nC  YlBOlirXA.— StSUBU  almost  1>E»PAIK8  as  to  am  IimiOTSMBMT.— 
IiAFATCrnS    APPOIXTZD    TO    TUB    COnor    Ck>MMAXD    IX  VlROIXlA.— Hr    ARRIYXS   IK 

KiOB«oin>  ON  Tm  99tk  or  Aprii^t-Till  Tnicx  STWinx  CoMiiAsiinR-D«-OiiiBr.— 
His  Dispositions  at  thk  Intasiox  op  Phillips.— Tiir  Lattrr  asckcds  nu 
Jamxb  BrvsB,  lauds  om  Sakot  Poiirr,  and  ooes  as  par  as  PBTntSBinta.— Stsv- 
mmk,  ktsrtwnrrs  uampbksd,  cam  kot  do  mccu.— tlib  mlutia  dobs  not  arbxtb. 
— Stbitbbk,  dowryer,  opposes  Phillips^  Advance. — Stbubxn^s  Repobt. — Jeptbr- 
mkIs  Aokkowledokbnts.— Puilups*  and  Arnold's    plundrbino  Inboaob  to- 

ITABDS  BlCOMOND.— LaPATETTB  PUTS  A  StOP  TO  TUEll.— PlIILLIPS  RETIRES. — CORN- 

italus  mabouxs  prom  wluonoton  into  virginia,  and  porms  a  jltnctiox  with 
Phillips  at  Petebsburo. — Lapatbttb  ooes  to  Wilton. — Steubbm  ox  thb  Chios- 

AHOMINT  ACCELERATES  THE  LrVY  OF  TUB  ReCBUITS. — IIlS  LeTTEB  TO  GbBBNB  ABOUT 

■It  Position  in  Yieoinia.— Hb  wants  to  join  Gbbenb.— Tub  Lat^eb  comxmB  to 
HIS  Wish.— Point  op  Fobk  toe  general  Rendezvous.— Fittbbn  Hundbbd  Bb- 
CBurrs  OUDESXD  TO  assbmrlb  there.— Steuben  finds  only  Three  IIitndbbd  and 
Fobtt.— He  pbovides  them  with  Abms. — He  teanspobxs  the  Magazines  to  thb 
Point  of  Fobk.— The  State  dobs  Nothing  for  the  Pbotbction  of  its  Inhabi- 
tahts  against  tub  Devastations  of  the  Enemy. — It  has   vo   Cbbdit. — Clai- 

BOBNE*8  sad  BUT  TBUE  RSPORT. — NeOLIOENCB  IN    BRORUITINO. — QeNBBAL    DbSBB- 

nox.— Steuben  has  only  Five  Hundred  Men  undeb  him. — 11%  intends  to 
tots  Obexnb  with  them.- His  Reasons  for  tuis  Plan  explained  ih  a  Lbt- 
tbb  to  Lafayette.  —  He  asks  Greene  by  what  Road  he  wishes  him  to 
xabch  to  thb  South.— Geeemb's  Answeb  dobs  not  abrivb. — It  n  imtbecbptbd 
on  the  Way. — Steuben  secuees,  in  the  meantim b,  the  Magazines  as  well  ab 
possiblb. 

Pthe  ineantimo  it  became  every  dny  more  apparent  that 
the  whole  South  must  be  abandoned  to  the  enemy,  and 
Greeners  army  sacrificed,  if  he  were  not  speedily  reinforced. 
The  clouds  hanging  over  Virginia  were  growing  darker  and 
darker ;  and  even  Steuben  seems  to  have  become  somewhat 
discouraged.  On  the  11th  of  April  he  wTote  to  General  Hand, 
then  adjutant  general  of  the  army,  as  follows :  "  I  wish  it  was 
h  my  power  to  give  you  a  pleasing  account  of  affairs  in  this 
|)art  of  the  continent ;  bujb  indeed  every  thing  is  gloomy,  very 
itttla  in  our  favor,  and  appearances  entirely  against  us.  How- 
k'ver,  we  must  do  and  suffer ;  and  if  by  any  means  we  may 
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obtain  the  prize  we  figbt  for,  the  price  can  soaroeij  be  too 
great."* 

The  apprehended  junction   of  Phillips  with   Ck>mwa]b 
proved  the  danger  of  delay,  and  determined  Washington  to 
order  Lafayette,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1781,  to  march  to  the- 
South,  and  pnt  himself  under  the  orders  of  General  Greene, 
^vlio  appointed  him  to  the  chief  command  in  Yii-ginia. 

Notwithstanding  his  forced  marches,  and  every  posable 
exertion,  it  took  Lafayette  fully  three  weeks  to  reach  Rich- 
mond, where  he  arrived  on  the  20th  of  April.  Steuben,  there- 
fore, continued  to  hold  the  command  in  the  State,  and  if  not 
crowned  with  success,  he  at  least  had  the  satisfaction  to  prove 
on  the  occasion  of  Phillips'  invasion,  that  even  the  militia 
could  be  disciplined  into  soldiers,  and,  when  properly  led, 
make  an  honorable  stand  against  the  English  regulars.  Im- 
mediately after  the  arrival  of  Phillips  in  Virginia,  Steuben 
made  the  following  disposition  of  his  forces  :f 

"  Should  the  enemy  penetrate  into  the  country,  the  whole 
militia  will  turn  out,  receive  all  the  spare  arms  and  be  em- 
bodied in  battalions,  regiments,  or  detachments,  as  General 
Mtlhlenberg  thinks  proper.  Should  the  enemy  dislodge  Gen- 
eral Muhlenberg  from  Broadwater,  his  retreat  will  be  Peters- 
burg, whence  his  movements  must  be  such  as  to  enable  him 
to  keep  the  upper  country.  Should  the  enemy  direct  his  march 
toward  North  Carolina,  General  Muhlenberg's  corps  will  still 
endeavor  to  keep  their  right  flank  at  the  same  time ;  the  troops 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river  will  follow  the  enemy  and  march 
in  the  rear.  In  case  the  enemy  should  move  up  James  river 
so  far  as  Richmond,  General  Muhlenberg's  first  movements 
will  still  be  to  Petersburg,  and  from  thence  the  further  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  will  regulate  and  determine  his  move- 
ments. 

"  The  corps  under  General  Nelson  will  consist  of  eight 

*  Miililenborg's  Life,  hy  IL  A.  Muhlenberg,  Philadelphia^   1841),  pp.  3S5 
aii«l  24 i>. 

f  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol  xiv. 
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hundred  men  infantry,  and  as  many  horses  as  can  bo  collected, 
should  the  enemy  land  below.  ...  *  rivei*.  This  corps  must 
cross  said  river  and  govern  his  retreat  and  movements  as  those 
of  the  enemy  may  make  it  necessary.  But  as  soon  as  the 
enemy  lands  at  the  south  side.  General  Nelson's  corps  must 
endeavor  to  cross  James  river  at  the  most  convenient  place, 
m  order  to  follow  their  march  in  the  rear.  Should  the  enemy 
come  up  by  the  way  of  York  river,  General  Nelson's  corps 
must  act  according  to  circumstances  in  order  to  annoy  the 
enemy.  As  the  fort  at  Hood's  is  not  in  a  state  of  defense,  and 
oar  force  in  the  field  not  sufficient  to  make  the  necessary  re- 
sistance so  low  down  the  river,  th^torcs  and  arms  from  Prince 
George  Court-house  are  directed  to  be  carried  to  Peters- 
burg." 

General  Phillips,  after  having  foitificd  himself  at  Polls- 
mouth,  on  the  16th  of  April  ascended  James  river.     He  em- 
"barked  his  men  in  twenty-five  flat-boats,  each  of  which  carried 
one  hundred  men.    Mtthlenberg,  agreeably  to  Steuben's  orders, 
liad  previously  removed  all  the  stores  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  river,  from  the  lower  parts  of  the  State  to  Prince  George 
Court-house  ;  but  even  this  place  was  too  near  James  river  to 
be  secure  as  a  depot.     Steuben,  therefore,  thought  it  prudent 
to  remove  them  still  further  into  the  country  beyond  Rich- 
mond.    At  the  same  time  Colonel  Innes  had  packed  the  pub- 
Kc  stores  on  the  left  side  of  the  river,  and  held  them  in  readi- 
ness for  removal  at  a  minute's  warning.    On  the  18th  of  April 
the  British  fleet  came  opposite  the  mouth  of  Pagaa's  Creek. 
Muhlenberg,  in  order  to  keep  ahead  of  the  enemy  and  to  ad- 
vise Steuben  of  their  movements,  on  the  19th  broke  up  his 
camp  at  Broadwater,  and  marched  via  Wall's  Bridge  to  Cabin 
Point,  while  the  enemy  proceeded  on  the  20th  to  Jamestown, 
and  the  next  day  landed  at  Sandy  Point.     Steuben  had  fixed 
the  rendezvous  of  the  cavalry  at  Petersburg,  and  ordered  the 
other  troops  to  retire  before  any  superior  force  toward  Kich- 

*  Left  blauk  ia  cho  originaL     Probably  tlio  Oliickaiiomiiiy. 
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mood.  He  was  at  this  time  at  CheeterfieU  Ooiiii4ioaie^'«l 
engaged  in  fonning  a  corps  of  cavalry,  and  in  removingi  vilh 
the  assistance  of  Davics,  the  stores  from  Powhattan  Ckiul* 
house  to  Camberland  old  Court-house  and  the  Point  of  Foik» 
On  the  2dd  the  enemy  arrived  at  Westover,  where  two  hm^ 
drod  armed  and  three  hundred  unarmed  militia  were  nnaU^ 
to  offer  any  effective  resistance.  Thus  the  enemy  was  aUe  to 
commit  considerable  depredations.  The  number  of  the  miBtk 
in  the  field  being  too  small  to  offer  battle,  Steuben  ordered 
his  officers  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  the  risk  of  a  genefd 
action,  which  would  inevitably  have  led  to  a  defeat.  He,  them* 
fore,  thought  it  best  to  Imrass  the  enemy  by  small  delachr 
ments,  which  could  easily  retreat,  when  beaten,  to  some  pla^ 
of  rendezvous.  '^  The  militia,"  writes  Steuben,  on  the  21il 
of  Apiil,  1781,  from  Chesterfield  Court-house,  to  Washington 
and  the  board  of  war,*  "  come  in  very  slowly.  Arms  will  be 
wanted  for  them  and  swords  for  the  artillery  that  might  as^ 
semble.  The  battery  at  Hood's  is  not  half  finished ;  everf 
thing  is  in  the  same  confusion  as  when  Arnold  came  up  the 
river.  There  is  not  a  single  company  of  regular  troops  in  the 
State,  and  the  militia  are  too  inexperienced  to  hope  for  the 
least  resistance  from  thenu" 

On  the  24th  of  April  the  enemy  reached  City  Point  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Appomatox  into  James  river,  about  twelve 
miles  from  Petersburg.  Steuben  had  left  Chesterfield  Court- 
house on  the  2 2d,  from  which  place  he  had  directed  the  r^ 
moval  of  the  stores  and  the  movements  of  the  troops,  and 
went  down  to  Petersburg,  where  he  took  the  command  of  the 
American  forces.  As  some  doubts  are  entcrtainedf  whether 
Steuben  was  present  at  the  ensuing  engagements,  we  think  it 
best  to  insert  here  the  report  which  Steuben  made  to  Wash- 
ington and  Greene,  about  the  affair  near  Petersburg,  and 
which  proves  that  he  and  not  Mtlhlenbcrg  commanded  the 
Americans  on  that  occasion. 

*  Steuben  Ma  Papera,  vol  ziL  f  MOlilenboig'B  Idib,  p.  247. 
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**  On  the  24th,'^  he  writes  on  the  road  from  Petersburg  to 
Chesterfield  Court-house,  ten  miles  from  Petersburg,  on  the 
25lh  of  April,*  "  I  reconnoitered  the  enemy's  licet,  then  lying 
off  Westover,  and  consisting  of  thirteen  topsail  vessels  and 
twenty-three  flat-bottomed  boats  full  of  meu.    The  whole  num- 
ber of  troops  on  board  I  judged  to  be  about  two  thousand  five 
hundred  ;  a  Hessian  sergeant  who  deserted  to  us  made  them 
three  thousand.    The  fleet  of  the  enemy  soon  came  to  sail  and 
stood  up  the  river  toward  City  Point,  wliich  continued  to  keep 
me  in  doubt  on  which  side  they  would  debark.     I,  therefore, 
ordered  the  militia  under  command  of  General  Mtlhlenberg 
to  retire  to  the  vichiity  of  Blandford.     The  same  evening  the 
enemy  landed  all  their  force  at  City  Point,  which  fully  evinced 
that  their  first  object  was  Petersburg.     Being  obliged  to  send 
large  detachments  to  the  neck  of  land  between  Appomatox 
and  James  rivers,  I  had  not  more  than  one  thousand  men  lefl 
Xo  oppose  the  enemy's  advance.    In  this  critical  situation  there 
^ere  many  reasons  against  risking  a  total  defeat — the  loss  of 
srms  was  a  principal  one ;  and  on  the  other  hand  to  retire  with- 
out some  show  of  resistance,  would  have  intimidated  the  in- 
habitants and  encouraged  the  enemy  to  further  incursions. 
This  last  consideration  determined  me  to  defend  the  place  as 
far  as  our  inferiority  in  numbers  would  permit.    I  made  choice 
of  Blandford  as  the  place  of  defense,  and  the  bridge  of  Poca- 
hontas as  our  retreat ;  the  troops  were  disposed  accordingly 
and  passed  the  night  under  arms. 

"  Tlie  morning  of  the  25th  I  was  informed  that  the  enemy 
was  within  three  miles  of  our  advanced  posts,  and  that  elev- 
en flat-bottomed  boats,  with  troops,  were  at  the  same  time 
moving  up  Appomatox  river.  Towards  noon  the  enemy  came 
in  Mght,  formed  themselves  and  disSplayed  to  their  left ;  but  it 
was  near  three  o'clock  before  the  firing  commenced,  which 
contitmed  from  post  to  post  till  past  five  o'clock,  when  the  su- 
perior number  of  the  enemy  and  a  want  of  ammunition  obliged 
•  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  xii.,  and  Groono  Papers. 
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me  to  order  the  retreat,  and  the  bridge  to  be  talnn  up,  vUlfc 
was  executed  in  the  greatest  order,  notwithitaodiiig  t^  to 
of  tho  eucmy'B  cannon  and  mnslcetiy.  "Die  troops  wHlt  At 
samo  good  order  retreated  to  this  phioe,  where  tbey  an  jut 
encamped. 

"  I  am  not  yet  able  to  ascertun  our  loss,  but  beliers  it  mC 
great.  I  do  not  think  the  enemy  took  a  ungle  priaoaer.  n> 
enemy's  loan  I  am  also  unable  to  form  aoy  judgment  o£ 

"  General  Mahlenberg  meiits  my  particular  acknowted^ 
ments  for  the  good  disposition  which  he  made,  and  the  grwt 
gallantry  with  which  he  ezeauted  it.  Indeed  the  gallant  m^ 
duct  of  all  tho  ofGoera,  and  the  particular  good  behavior  of 
the  men,  muat,  I  am  persuaded,  hav«  attracted  the  admicatiM 
of  the  enemy.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  say  that  our  troops  £» 
puted  the  grouud  with  the  enemy  inch  by  inch,  and  the  Bfr 
ncuvcrs  were  executed  with  the  greatest  exactness." 

Jetferson,  on  the  £6th  of  April,  congratulated  Steuben  on 
"  this  initiation  of  our  militia  into  the  business  of  war,"  and 
found  Steuben's  optuloD  justified,  that  the  more  the  miliUa 
were  employed  in  a  small  way,  the  more  contented  tb^ 
would  remain,  and  the  more  they  would  improve.  In  his  let 
ter  to  Washington,  on  tho  9th  of  May,  1781,*  he  said  that, 
"  Tlio  enemy  was  received  by  Steuben" — mind,  not  by  Mob- 
lenberg  I — "  with  a  body  of  militia,  somewhat  under  one  thofr 
sand,  wlio,  though  the  enemy  were  two  thousand  three  hundred 
strong,  disputed  the  ground  very  handsomely  two  hours,  du- 
ring which  time  tho  enemy  gained  one  mile  only,  and  that  bj 
inches." 

"  I  am  happy,"  says  Greene,  on  tho  I4th  of  May,  1781,  ia 
reply  to  Steuben's  report,!  "  that  you  came  to  so  judidous  ■ 
determination  of  not  hnzardhig  a  general  action,  and  yet  not 
permitting  the  enemy  to  advance  without  couBidemble  opp» 
aition.  Your  repoit  of  the  good  conduct  of  General  Mdblei^ 
berg,  and  the  troops  under  his  command,  altbrds  me  great 
*  RavOliilfttuiy  Coimpoadonca,  iil,  p.  308.  j  OcMOe  US.  P^Mn 
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ideasnre,  and  claims  my  entire  approbation.  This  spirited  op- 
position will  have  a  most  happy  effect  upon  their  future  opera- 
tions.'* 

Phillips,  after  having  destroyed  the  vessels  lying  in  the 
river  at  Petersburg,  and  burned  the  tobacco  warehouses,  pro- 
ceeded to  Chesterfield  Court-house,  where  he  continued  his 
work  of  devastation.  Arnold  pursued  a  similar  course  near 
Warwick,  and  having  set  fire  to  all  the  tobacco  magazines, 
•oon  after  joined  Phillips  in  Manchester,  opposite  Richmond. 
It  was  their  chief  design  to  capture  this  latter  place,  because 
it  was  of  importance  as  the  capital  of  the  State,  and  the  key 
to  the  strategical  operations  in  the  interior  of  Virginia.  Steu- 
ben alone  was  too  weak  to  keep  the  city  against  the  attack  of 
the  united  forces  of  Arnold  and  Phillips.  All  depended  upon 
the  arrival  of  Lafeyette,  who  might  be  expected  at  any  mo- 
Tnent.  Fortunately  he  arrived  in  time,  and  as  he  was  soon 
joined  by  about  two  thousand  militia,  the  enemy  did  not  dare 
to  cross  the  river,  which  was  at  that  time  without  a  bridge. 
La&yctte  took  up  a  position  at  a  point  above  tlie  falls  of  James 
river,  at  which  all  the  boats  had  been  collected,  and  assumed 
the  chief  command  of  the  American  forces  in  Virginia,  while 
Phillips,  on  the  2d  of  May,  slowly  descended  the  river,  and 
halted  opposite  Cobham,  where  his  movements  were  closely 
watched  by  Lafayette. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  Phillips,  while  still  below  Burwell's 
Ferry,  was  informed,  by  a  dispatch  from  Lord  Cornwallis,  that 
he  was  on  his  march  to  Virginia,  and  that  he  intended  to  form 
a  junction  with  him  at  or  near  Petersburg.  Lord  Cornwallis, 
after  having  arrived  at  Wilmington,  N.  C,  at  once  understood 
that  little  or  nothing  could  be  done  against  the  enemy  from  this 
remote  place,  and  that  in  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia  no  deci- 
MTC  blow  could  be  struck.  lie  therefore  eagerly  seized  the  ad- 
vantage which  Phillips'  ariival  in  Virginia  opened  to  him,  and 
resolved  to  march  across  North  Carolina,  and,  after  having 
joined  Phillips,  to  effect  a  j  unction  with  Clinton.    Ho  remained 
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only  dghteen  days  in  Wilmington,  to  rest  Us  armjr,  addrm 
the  24th  of  April  commenced  his  march  northward.  It  im 
one  of  the  most  daring  and  noble  enterprises  daring  the  whoHi 
war,  and  deserves  the  admiration  of  both  friend  and  enemy. 
When  the  orders  of  Gomwallis  reached  Phillips,  the  fbhnv 
was  in  Hali&x,  some  seventy  miles  from  Petersbnrg.  Phillips^ 
oscended  the  river  again,  and  landed  his  forces  at  City  Pdn^ 
whence  he  marched  towards  Petersburg.  Lafayette,  wKb 
had  received  the  same  news  of  the  approach  of  Comwallni 
tried  to  prevent  a  junction ;  but  he  came  too  late,  and  on  ^ 
9th  of  May  Phillips  entered  Petersburg  unmolested.  Tfaa 
British  general  died  on  the  13th,  and  Arnold  had  the  tem^' 
porary  command,  when,  a  week  after,  Cornwallis  arrived  m 
Petersburg,  and  took  the  command  of  all  the  British  forces  in 
Virginia.  Lafayette,  thus  defeated  in  his  design,  recrossed 
James  river,  and  established  himself  at  Wilton,  some  twenty  •  ' 
miles  below  Richmond,  on  the  noilh  side  of  that  stream  ;  but 
Lord  Oornwallis,  on  the  24tb,  followed  him,  crossed  the  river 
at  Westover,  and,  being  reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  two  Brit- 
ish regiments  and  two  Anspach  battalions,  drove  La&yette 
towards  the  back  country. 

The  first  object  of  Cornwallis  was,  of  course,  to  beat  La- 
&yette;  his  next,  to  destroy  such  of  the  enemy's  stores  as 
might  be  within  his  reach  afler  the  American  army  had  been 
either  defeated  or  obliged  to  retire.* 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  work  to  follow  in  detail  the  * 
movements  of  Lafayette,  except  so  far  as  they  were  connected  J 
with  Steuben,  who  remained  with  him  as  long  as  there  was  ^ 
any  probability  of  coming  to  action.  While  Phillips  lay  in  -M 
the  river,  Steuben  commanded  the  militia,  and  formed  the  ^ 
rear  of  the  American  forces  on  the  upper  part  of  the  Chicka*  — ' 
hominy,  at  New  Kent  Court-house  and  Bottom  Bridge ;  but  '-^ 
when  the  approach  of  Cornwallis  became  certain,  and  when  .^ 
his  operations  carried  the  American  forces  too  &r  from  their'*^ 

*  Stedman,  Histoiy  cf  the  American  War,  ii.,  430. 
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ldelV01ll^  he  exdanyely  devoted  hU  time  to  accelerate  by 

presence  the  levy  of  the  recroits  for  the  South,  to  protect 
» ftorefly  and  regulate  their  supply  on  and  near  James  river, 
fond  Richmond. 

^  When  the  marquis  arrived,"  says  Steuben,  in  a  letter  to 
aeoe,  dated  Carter's  Ferry,  on  the  16th  of  May,  1781,*  '*  I 
ked  on  myself  discharged  from  attending  the  operations  in 
\  field,  the  more  especially  as  he  had  three  brigadiers  under 
1.  I  therefore  again  turned  my  attention  to  collecting  and 
dpping  the  recruits,  and,  with  the  marquis's  consent,  fixed 
r  general  rendezvous  at  Albemarle  barracks.  We  have  as 
.  only  four  hundred  and  thirty  recruits  assembled,  unarmed, 
quipped,  and  without  dothes,  nor  do  I  expect  above  four 
idred  more.  All  the  south  side  of  James  river,  and  those 
inties  on  the  north  side,  which  lay  near  the  coast  or  river, 

not  obliged  to  drafl  their  levies  so  long  as  they  have  any 
itia  in  the  field.  If,  therefore,  the  enemy  continues  here, 
\r  two  thirds  of  the  State  will  not  furnish  any  recruits.  In 
t,  if,  with  our  greatest  efforts,  we  get  a  thousand  men  firom 
rginia,  it  will  be  the  utmost. 

"Notwithstanding  this,  my  care  to  keep  together  and 
nip  the  few  we  have  got,  has  not  failed  to  draw  on  me  the 
isnre  of  many  of  .the  great  men  here,  who  pretend  that 
sae  recruits  ought  to  bo  sent  immediately  into  the  field,  and 
ieve  so  many  of  the  militia ;  other  wise  men  ridicule  the 
itance  from  the  enemy  to  which  I  have  sent  them,  while 
nr  respective  plantations  are  exposed. 

"I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  desertion  that  prevails  among 
9  recruits  equals  that  of  the  Virginia  troops  with  yon.  I 
spair,  my  dear  general,  of  ever  seeing  a  Virginia  line  exist. 
rery  thing  seems  to  oppose  it ;  with  all  the  trouble  I  can 
ke  I  find  it  impossible  to  assemble  either  officers  or  men, 
d  even  when  a  few  are  got  together,  I  hear  of  nothing  but 
jbrioughs  for  the  officers,  and  of  the  desertion  of  the  men* 

*  Oreeine  HB.  PaperSi 
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Tlio  ll'W  recruits  we  have  are  formed  into  a  regiment,  nnder 
Colonel  Gaskins.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  them,  are 
armed.  I  shall  order  them  in  a  couple  of  days  to  the  fork  of 
the  river,  which  will,  in  some  measure,  gratify  the  peopla  Idf 
protecting  their  magazines,  which  are  all  assembled  al  that 
place,  and  they  may,  at  the  same  time,  be  disdplined  and 
equipped  there.  I  shall  also  send  some  officers  to  Albemaiia 
barracks,  to  receive  the  recruits  that  may  be  sent  in  fix>m  th0 
other  rendezvous,  to  equip  them  and  send  them  on  to  join  tka 
raiment  at  the  Fork.  *  t 

^  Having  completed  these  arrangements,  I  shall  join  tka 
marquis  till  I  receive  your  orders,  and  I  must  give  you  notiotti 
that,  from  the  many  difficulties  which  daily  occur,  and  of 
which  I  have  mentioned  only  a  small  part,  my  presence  in 
this  State  has  become  entirely  useless.  I  shall,  with  gratt 
pleasure,  fly  to  put  myself  under  your  more  immediate  oonl- 
mand,  and  I  beseech  you,  my  dear  general,  to  call  me  as  aooo 
as  possible,  for  never  was  a  man  more  disgusted  than  I  am  at 
the  conduct  and  proceedings  in  this  quarter." 

A  few  days  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  Steuben  received 
one  from  General  Greene,  of  the  1st  of  May,  in  which  he  an- 
ticipated Steuben's  desire  to  join  him,  and  gave  him  the  fol- 
lowing directions  :* 

*'  The  Marquis  De  Lafayette  writes  me  that  he  is  ordered 
to  Richmond  with  bis  detachment,  agreeable  to  my  applica- 
tion. This  ^vill  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  indulging  yoor 
wishes  in  joining  the  army.  And  it  is  my  wish  that  yon 
should  march  with  all  the  Virginia  di*afts  that  are  fit  to  take 
the  field  as  soon  as  you  can.  General  Wayne,  I  am  told, 
on  the  march  for  this  army  with  the  Pennsylvania  line. 
will  please  to  write  him  to  follow  as  soon  as  possible, 
situation  requires  immediate  support.  I  beg  yon  to  get 
best  state  of  the  stores  yon  can,  and  bring  with  yon, 
write  to  the  board  of  war  our  deplorable  condition 

*QreeiielIS.PiipecB. 
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amifl.     Unless  a  new  supply  can  be  had,  or  larger  armories 
established  for  their  repairs,  we  can  not  keep  the  field.    I  beg 
jrou  to  take  every  possible  measure  to  improve  both.    Bring 
forward  also  the  cavalry  with  you  that  is  fit  for  duty,  ours  be- 
ing much  broUen  down,  and  the  enemy  having  more  than  two 
to  our  one,  and  should  we  meet  with  another  defeat,  and  the 
enemy  have  a  superior  body  of  horse,  nothing  less  than  total 
rain  must  follow.     You  will  please  to  furnish  the  marquis 
with  the  best  information  you  can  respecting  the  state  of 
things  in  Virginia.     I  find  myself  so  beset  with  difficulties 
that  I  need  the  counsel  and  assistance  of  an  officer  educated 
in  the  Prussian  school,  and  I  persuade  myself  I  shall  have  in 
you  both  the  friend  and  the  general  I  want." 

Steuben  immediately  communicated  this  letter  to  (rovemor 
Jefferson  and  Lafayette  at  an  interview  in  the  council  cham- 
ber at  Richmond,  and  as  the  barracks  at  Chestei-field  Court- 
house had  been  burnt  by  the  enemy,  and  as  the  situation  was 
no  longer  proper  for  the  rendezvous  of  the  troops,  he  men- 
tioned to  the  governor  the  necessity  of  fixing  on  some  place 
less  exposed,  where  he  might  collect  the  recruits,  equip  and 
form  them ;  and  with  the  consent  of  Lafayette,  Albemarle 
barracks  was  agreed  on  for  the  place.  ^\s  the  governor  had 
said  that  those  counties  wlio  had  militia  in  the  field  would  not 
proceed  to  draft,  Steuben  asked  him  what  would  be  the  num- 
ber of  the  recruits  of  those  counties  that  were  not  so  circum- 
stanced ?  "  About  fifteen  hundred  men,"  answered  Jeffer- 
son, in  the  presence  'of  Lafayette.  All  that  had  been  col- 
lected at  that  time  were  three  hundred  men  at  jVUbchester, 
badly  armed  and  worse  clothed.  Steuben  deteriiimed,  there- 
fore, that  they  should  march  immediately  to  Albemarle  bar- 
racks, to  be  clothed  and  equipped  for  the  field  ;  that  the  other 
recruits  should  join  them  as  soon  as  they  came  in,  and  that  af> 
terward  they  might  join  General  Greene  or  the  marquis,  as  cir- 
onmstances  might  require.  Orders  were  accordingly  given  to 
them  to  march  by  way  of  Carter's  Ferry.    The  day  after,  Steu- 
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ben  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Davies,  in  wbioh  he  repre- 
sented tliat  Albemarle  barracks  was  a  very  improper  place  on 
many  accounts ;  that  a  great  ditficalty  would  occur  in  trana^ 
porting  provisions  tliere  ;  that  there  was  no  wood  near  it,  and 
that  tlie  barracks  were  nearly  destroyed.  He  pointed  oat  the 
fork  of  James  river  as  the  most  proper  place.  ^'  Many  articles 
for  the  equipment  of  the  troops,  were,"  he  said,  "  already 
there ;"  and  he  promised  to  make  every  necessary  arrange- 
ment for  the  reception  of  the  troops  at  that  place.  On  thia 
letter,  Steuben  joined  Lafayette  at  Wilton,  and  he  having  no 
objection,  the  Point  of  Fork  was  determuied  on.  The  mar- 
quis desired  liim  to  repair  there  to  hasten  the  equipment  of 
the  iifleen  hundred  recruits  whom  they  expected,  and  who 
were  to  join  either  General  Greene  or  Lafayette. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  Fork,  Steuben  found,  however,  that 
not  more  than  live  hundred  and  forty  men  liad  yet  come  in, 
and  of  these  a  great  number  were  unfit  for  the  service.  They 
were  without  arms  and  clothing,  and  badly  equipped,  and 
every  day  diminislicd  in  number  by  desertion  and  sickness. 
It  was  with  difficulty  that  ihey  were  provided  with  arms, 
which  had  just  arrived  from  Philadelphia. 

While  Steuben  was  thus  occuj)ied.  Lord  Cornwallis  crossed 
Jatnes  river,  and  Lafayette  retreated  up  the  country. 

The  principal  pait  of  the  Continental  stores  was  then  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river,  at  Prince  Edward,  Charlotte  and 
Halifax  Court-houses  ;  those  of  the  State  were  dispei*sed  every- 
where, and  a  great  part  of  them,  by  order  of  the  government^ 
were  deposited  at  the  Point  of  Fork.  The  retreat  of  Laiay- 
ette  induced  Steuben  to  represent  to  the  agent  and  to  the 
commissioner  of  the  State  the  necessity  of  removing  them 
higher  up  into  tlie  mountains.  lie  told  them  that  the  troops 
were  by  no  means  destined  to  guard  the  stores,  but  that  he 
should  remove  them  as  circumstances  might  direct.  The 
greater  part  of  the  stores  was  accordingly  removed,  and 
those  which,  by  the  negligence  of  their  own  ofiicera  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  were  very  inconsiderable. 
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''*^  In  general,  all  the  preparations  for  the  protection  of  the 

against  the  enemy  oontinaed  as  insufficient  as  ever.    All 

departments  were  in  disorder,  which  increased  to  the  higfap- 

degree  when  the  Execative  and  Lcgislatnre,  at  the  approach 

of  Gomwallis,  mored  hurriedly  from  Richmond  to  Gharlotte- 

"wiOe.    The  enemy  seemed  more  determined  to  destroy  prop- 

than  to  fight.    The  forces  which  were  left  to  protect  the 

were  so  inefficient  and  careless,  that  at  the  first  appear- 

of  the  enemy  they  would  have  been  lost.    At  Prince 

Sdward's  Court-house,  for  instance,  all  the  officers  and  inspcct- 

Ofs  superintending  the  stores,  laboratories,  etc.,  were  absent 

when  Steuben  sent  an  officer  to  look  at  them.    The  guards 

there  were  without  an  officer,  and  only  a  few  militia  present 

under  the  command  of  a  tavern  keeper.    For  want  of  Wf^ 

ens  the  stores  there  could  scarcely  be  removed,  and  upwards 

of  fifteen  hundred  arms  were  unfit  for  service.    Only  two  men 

had  been  employed  by  the  State  for  the  repair  of  arms  since 

January,  and  there  was  no  hope  of  any  abatement  of  this 

shameful  neglect. 

Hie  government  had  to  furnish  arms  and  wagons,  horses 

and  drivers,  and  all  the  necessary  means  for  the  defense  of  the 

State ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  get  any  material  assistance 

firom  the  powerless  commonwealth.   The  officers,  who  pledged 

iheir  personal  credit  for  meeting  the  present  exigencies,  lost 

the  confidence  of  the  people  when  they  could  not  pay  on  ao* 

ODont  of  the  failure  of  the  State,  and  instead  of  the  support 

wUch  they  expected  from  the  public,  they  received  only  exe* 

ecatFons  for  their  sacrifices.     The  noble  Claiborne^  deputy 

quarter-master  for  the  State,  who,  as  he  justly  remarked  of 

himself^  had  made  it  his  study  and  practice  to  promote  the 

public  interest,  tried  in  vain  to  protect  the  State  against  the  evil 

eonaeqnences  of  this  carelessness.  *'  It  gives  mo  much  concern,^ 

he  writes  to  Steuben,  from  Richmond,  on  the  18th  of  May,* 

*  to  assure  you,  that  what  I  have  repeated  to  you  a  long  time 

*  Steuben  Ma  Fopen,  voL  TiiL 
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^ilu'(.*  lias  n^ally  cuiiie  to  pan.^.  For  want  of  material  from  the 
raurchants,  and  security  at  our  posts  contiguous  to  navigable 
rivers,  all  the  manufactories  that  I  had  estaUished  are  so  as- 
fixed  and  broken  up  that  I  get  little  or  nothing  finom  them.  I 
have  never  been  able  to  get  any  leather  worth  mentioning  ftMi 
the  commissioner  of  hides  in  this  State.  Private  trade  is  brokn 
up,  and  I  am  without  money.  I  have  made  every  trial  in  niy 
power  to  procure  hoi*8es  and  every  thing  else,  by  oertifioats% 
and  employing  gentlemen  of  interest  and  influence ;  but  thsf 
assure  me  that  there  is  such  a  general  dissatisfiMtion  and  atas^ 
pioion  among  the  people,  that  they  are  determined  not  to  sot 
fer  themselves  to  be  deceived  any  longer  by  being  oonnedsd 
with  contracts  on  public  account.  I  can  assurio'  you,  sir,  that 
fidth  in  general  among  the  people  towards  the  publio  is  totaUlf 
lost,  and  that  nothing  is  to  be  had,  unless  necesnty  oUigss 
them  to  it,  without  cash,  or  some  personal  private  oUigaticm 
is  rendered  to  them.^ 

Nevertheless  it  was  evident  that  if  the  military  stores^ 
which  Davies  had  been  laboring  to  collect  for  many  montlii^ 
were  not  at  once  transported  beyond  Cartei^s  Ferry,  they  would 
have  been  lost,  and  the  whole  wealth  of  the  State  could  never 
have  replaced  them ;  nay,  the  only  dependence  for  General 
Greene's  army  would  have  been  almost  totally  cut  off  The  ^^-o 
loss  of  these  stores  would  have  proved  the  loss  of  the  whcde  ^^is 
country. 

^'Faults  in  war,"  remarks  Steuben  on  this  occasion,  ^sel- 
dom go  unpunished,  and  this  State  now  feels  the  effects  of  its 
indolence.    With  a  formidable  enemy  in  the  heart  of  their    "n*^-*"* 
country,  they  are  destitute  of  arms,  or  any  of  the  resouroes 
necessary  for  their  defense." 

The  same  improvidence  prevailed  in  regard  to  the  recnnts. 
Of  the  three  thousand  expected  in  February  fix>m  Virginiai 
only  £ve  hundred  had  come  in  on  the  18th  of  May,  and  thai 
was  only  two  days  before  Comwallis*  junction  with  Arnold  I 
^'Captain  Reed  informs  mo,"  writes  Davies^  on  the  Sith of  May, 
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to  Steuben,*  **that  he  has  received  but  seven  soldiers,  two  of 
wliom  have  deserted ;  that  it  is  uncertain  when  the  draft  in 
the  neighboring  counties  will  take  place,  and  that  indeed  he 
does  not  know  from  what  counties  the  men  are  to  come  who 
are  to  rendezvous  there.    Major  Posey  writes  from  Stanton, 
that  of  deserters  and  others  he  has  collected  twenty-one  ;  that 
no  draft  has  yet  taken  place  in  any  of  the  back  counties,  nei- 
ther could  he  inform  me  when  it  would,  as  the  people  are 
much  averse  to  it,  and  in  Augusta  and  Rockbridge  have  pro- 
rented  it  by  force.  ■  He  says  he  has  a  deserter  or  two  deliv- 
ered to  liim  every  five  or  six  days,  and  expects  to  send  a  com- 
pany of  them  down  in  a  short  time." 

Steuben  had  formed  his  five  hundred  men  in  a  battalion, 
under  Colonel  Gaskins,  which  he  disciplined  and  equipped 
with  the  utmost  dispatch.  lie,  at  the  same  time,  sent  ex- 
presses to  aU  the  rendezvous  to  forward  immediately  all  the 
recruits  they  had.  He  consulted  with  Lafayette  and  deter- 
mined to  join  Greene  with  what  recruits  he  had,  expecting  to 
be  able  to  equip  them  towards  the  end  of  May.  "  It  is  cer- 
tain, my  dear  marquis,"  he  writes  from  l^oint  of  Fork,  on  the 
20th  of  May,  1781,t  "  that  if  General  Greene  docs  not  receive 
other  reinforcements  than  mine,  the  handful  of  men  whom  I 
can  take  with  me,  he  will  not  be  verv  formidable.  I  have  but 
five  hundred  and  fifty  men  collected,  and  no  hopes  that  their 
number  will  be  increased,  unless  I  defer  my  departure  for  a 
fortnight ;  but  if  Lawson  could  join  me,  if  perhaps  North  Caro- 
lina could  make  an  eflbrt,  our  force  would  probably  be  a  little 
more  resi)ectable.  But  be  it  as  it  may,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
my  five  hundred  and  fifly  men,  and  even  if  I  had  a  thousand, 
joined  to  those  under  your  orders,  would  never  prevent  Lord 
Comwallis  from  going  wherever  he  pleases ;  but  the  five  hun- 
dred men  who  pass  James  river  with  me,  will  probably  oblige 
him  to  send  a  detachment  afler  me,  or  at  least  to  observe  mo. 
By  such  a  detachment  his  force  agahist  as  would  be  dimin- 

*  Steubon  MS.  Papors,  vol.  viil  t  Il>i<lem,  vol.  xil 
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ished,  and  hU  plan,  I  dare  say,  a  little  deranged.  The  kMor 
of  General  Greene  to  Lawson,  by  which  he  aummona  himlo 
the  South,  is  of  the  12th  instant.  I,  therefore,  do  not  doiit^ 
that  at  that  time  he  was  already  informed  of  the  maneuver  of 
Comwallis.  Bat  suppose  even  that  it  was  not  the  oaae,  as  loiig 
as  we  can  carry  on  the  war  in  the  Carolinas,  the  Soath  is  not  < 

conquered.  This  is  my  opinion,  and  I  confess,  that  if  it  de- 
pended upon  me,  I  would  not  postpone  my  departure  for  thift  « 
South  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  that  I  regret  extremely  thai  d 
I  can  not  collect  all  the  necessaries  as  quick  as  I  wish.  I  have  c 
arms,  but  no  cartridge-boxes.  I  expect  to4ay  a  little  amm»  ^ 
nition  and  a  few  blankets,  shoes  and  shirts.  That's  all  I  can  ex-  ^2 
pect  from  the  State.  Thus  I  hope  to  be  able  to  march  hoioe 
within  five  or  six  days.  I  propose  to  pass  the  Roanoke  at  two 
places.  The  troops  will  probably  cross  at  Taylor's  Ferry,  and 
the  baggage  a  little  higher  up.  I  am  so  fully  convinced  that 
my  appearance  on  the  other  side  of  James  river  will  annoy 
Lord  Cornwallis,  that  I  am  most  impatient  to  get  away." 

On  the  26th  of  May,  Steuben  informed  Greene,  from  Albe- 
marle Court-house,  of  his  approaching  march  for  the  South. 
"  In  obedience  to  your  orders,"  he  says,*  "  I  have  been  here 
since  the  21st,  assembling  the  recruits  and  preparing  them  for 
the  march.    About  five  hundred  are  now  together,  and  to- 
morrow I  expect  about  sixty  more.    This,  I  believe,  will  be 
all  I  shall  be  able  to  bring  with  me,  except  about  thirty  of 
Armand's  corps,  whom  I  am  endeavoring  to  equip.    The 
from  Philadelphia  I  expect  here  to-day.    But  they  are  without^ 
cartridge-boxes.    I  have,  however,  some  old  ones,  and  some^ 
hopes  to  receive  some  from  Fredericksburg.    The  confusioiKS 
into  which  every  thing  has  been  thrown  in  thb  State,  mal 
it  extremely  difficult  for  me  to  collect  those  articles  which 
necessary;  but  be  assured,  my  dear  general,  that 
shall  be  lefl  undone  to  hasten  my  march.    I  shall  not  wait  foiv^^^^^'*^^ 
coats,  I  only  de^re  shoes,  overalls,  shirts  and  blankets.    Not-^:^  ^<^ 

*  Oreeue  MS.  Papefs. 
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ntbstanding  this,  I  shaD  be  happy  if  I  get  off  from  here  the 

th  or  5th  of  June I  must  beg  vou  to  determine  by 

rliat  route  I  shall  join  you." 

Steuben  proposed  to  employ  his  time  in  better  securing 
he  military  stores  of  tUci  State,  until  his  men  were  in  readi- 
BBS  to  commence  their  march.  He  hoped  to  receive,  in  the 
leantime,  another  letter  from  Greene,  as  this  general,  when 
kO  wrote  his  last,  on  the  Ist  of  May,  was  ignorant  of  Com- 
rallis'  moving  towards  Virginia,  and  of  his  subsequent  con- 
janction  with  Arnold,  and  as  since  that  maneuver  the  aspect 
tf  afl&ira  had  much  changed  in  this  State. 

Bat  no  new  orders  from  Greene  arrived ;  they  were  inter- 
tepted  by  the  enemy. 


/ 
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PAIGN. 

rpHE  greater  part  of  tbe  stores  of  the  State,  with  the  ar- 
-^  tillery,  was  still  at  the  Fork,  where  they  were  by  no 
means  safe,  considering  the  superiority  of  the  enemy.  Steuben 
ordered  all  the  boats  to  bo  sent  up  from  Richmond  to  the 
Fork,  to  secure  the  communication  across  the  river.    On  the 
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29th  of  May  ho  took  up  a  position  at  the  Fork,  and  covered 
the  removal  of  the  stores.  "  Here  I  am,"  writes  Steuben  on 
the  3d  of  June,  1781,  to  Lafayette,*  "with  five  hundred  and 
fifty  men  in  a  desert,  without  shoes,  sliirts,  and,  what  is  still 
woi*se,  without  cartridge-boxes.  I  write  everywhere,  send  ex- 
presses to  all  parts  of  the  world,  but  I  receive  no  answer.  If 
I  did  not  expect  Lawson,  with  a  reinforcement,  I  would  go 
to  Charlotteville  to  sing  a  jeremiad  to  my  sovereign  masters. 
Please  let  mo  have  news  from  you.  I  am  here  as  I  would  be 
in  Kiimschatka;  I  do  not  know  where  you  are  nor  what  has 
become  of  CornwaHis." 

To  Mr.  Cary,  Speaker  of  the  State  Senate,  he  wrote  on  tho 
same  day  detailing  his  troubles,  and  complaining  loudly  of  the 
desperate  condition  of  his  men : 

"The  object  of  the  present,"  he  says,f  "is  to  acquaint  you 
of  the  condition  of  the  men  now  collected  here.  Most  of 
them  arrived  destitute  of  every  article  of  clothing.  On  my 
orders  all  the  shoes,  shirts  and  other  things  in  the  public 
stores  were  distributed  among  them.  It  is  painful  to  me  to 
see  the  number  of  sick  men  increasing  every  day,  although 
this  is  only  the  natural  consequence  of  their  being  exposed  to 
tUo  wet  without  even  the  most  necessary  clothing.  Frequent 
desertions  are  .another  consequence  of  this  circumstance.  The 
soldier  who  would  be  willing  to  lose  his  life  in  battle,  objects 
to  being  sacrificed  to  misery  and  destitution. 

"  As  concerns  the  particular  articles  of  clothing,  I  expected 
to  find  here  shirts,  shoes,  overalls,  linen,  jackets  or  hunting 
shirts,  and  blankets,  all  of  which  I  was  the  more  sure  to  be 
provided  with  as  they  are  to  be  manuflictured  in  the  State.  I 
would  never  have  believed  that  during  the  whole  month  of 
June  the  entire  State  of  Virginia  could  not  furnish  those 
objects  for  live  hundred  men,  being  the  sixth  part  of  the 
supply  voted  by  the  Assembly  in  the  month  of  Xovoinber. 
Colonel  Gaskm's  battalion  has  been  provided  with  arms  sent 

♦  Stoubcn  Ma  Pai)ora,  vol  \iK  t  Ibiilom. 
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from  Philadelphia;  but  there  is  not  a  mnf^  oartridge4xiz  m 
■tore.  Oeneral  Oreene  ha8  repeatedly  inaated,  with  mei  on 
being  provided  with  those  articles  in  our  statement  of  last 
November,  and  I  mentioned  it  several  times  to  goveniroent 
as  absolately  indispensable.  Saddles  for  oavalrj  and  cartridge- 
boxes  for  infantry  sbonld  always  be  the  first  things  to  be 
c&red  for,  as  they  need  more  time  to  be  made.  And  notwith- 
standing this  there  is  not  a  single  one  ready  in  the  whole 
Btate ;  nay,  I  doubt  whether  they  have  ever  been  ordered. 

*^  I  sincerely  request  you,  sir,  to  lay  this  before  the  honor- 
able Assembly.  It  is  disagreeable  to  dwell  on  such  a  state  of 
things ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  importance  for  me  to  be  justified 
in  the  eyes  of  that  estimable  body  and  before  the  people  of 
this  State,  lest  the  delay  before  these  troops  can  take  the  field 
bo  charged  to  my  negligence.  Think  of  this  poor  body  of 
men  camping  in  the  woods,  perishing  without  seeing  the 
enemy,  without  even  being  drilled,  as  they  are  destitute  of 
shirts  and  shoes ! 

"  I  beg  most  fervently  to  ask  you,  sir,  whom  I  may  ad- 
dress, to  have  this  melancholy  state  of  things  mended  ?" 

While  Steuben  was  thus  engaged,  Comwallis  had  pursued 
Lafayette,  and  finding  that  he  could  not  prevent  the  latter's 
junction  with  Wayne,  he  directed  his  attention  to  the  more 
attainable  object  of  breaking  up  the  Virginia  Assembly  at 
Charlotte  ville,  and  of  striking  a  blow  at  Steuben,  whom  he  knew 
to  be  at  the  Point  of  Fork.  To  obtain  the  first  object  he  sent 
Tarleton  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  to  Charlotteville ; 
but  only  seven  members  were  taken.  At  the  same  time  Sim- 
coe,  with  some  five  hundred  men,  was  detached  against  Steur 
ben,  and  Cornwallis,  with  the  main  body,- followed  him;  while 
Tarleton,  having  left  Charlotteville,  went  down  theRivannato 
cooperate  with  Simcoe,  if  occasion  should  require.  This  com- 
bined movement,  which  made  Steuben^s  position  very  danger- 
ous, was  kept  so  secret  that  he  heard  nothing  of  it  till  the  2d 
of  June ;  and  when  he  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy 
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wore  at  Goochland  Court-house,  moving  up  the  river,  he 
supposed  that  Lord  Cornwallis  and  the  whole  British  army 
were  marching  against  him.  This  news,  however,  was  not  posi- 
tive. Steuben,  therefore,  only  repeated  his  orders  for  remov- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  stores  and  collecting  all  the  boats  on 
both  rivers  above  and  below  his  position,  in  order  to  cross, 
should  there  be  occasion.  At  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  4th  of  June,  Major  <^all,  of  Washington's  corps,  arrived, 
and  informed  Steuben  that  the  enemy  had  divided  his  forces 
into  two  parties,  one  of  which  had  taken  the  route  by  Louisa 
Court-house,  and  the  other  by  Goochland  Court-house ;  that 
he  had  seen  both  columns  on  their  march ;  with  difficulty 
had  escaped  being  taken.  This  report  removed  every  doubt 
of  their  intention.  Steuben,  therefore,  gave  immediate  or-  ' 
ders  for  transporting  the  baggage  of  the  troops  across  the 
river,  placed  a  picquet  of  eighty  men  on  the  point  opposite 
which  he  expected  Lord  Cornwallis  would  soon  appear  in 
order  to  engage  Steuben's  attention,  while  the  other  party 
crossed  the  north  branch  a  little  above,  in  order  to  catch  him 
between  the  two  rivers.  Steuben  then  marched  the  battalion 
on  the  road,  by  which  the  i)arty  who,  ho  expected,  would  cross 
above,  must  come,  and  waited  there  till  the  whole  of  the  bag- 
gage had  crossed.  He  left  a  picquet  of  fifty  men  on  the  road, 
and  crossed  the  remainder  of  the  battalion.  On  the  same  day 
General  Lawson  arrived  and  informed  Steuben  that  he  had 
two  hundred  and  fifty  militia,  whereof  fifteen  were  horsemen, 
who  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Steuben  ordered 
tbom  to  join  the  recruits,  who  were  at  that  time  reduced  to 
four  hundred  and  twenty  men.  On  the  same  evening  Colonel 
Davles  amved  to  secure  the  State  stores,  in  which  Steuben 
gave  him  every  assistance  in  his  power.  He  unloaded  the 
wagons  of  the  regiments  and  sent  them  to  bring  away  the 
stores ;  but  this  business  was  very  JUy  executed  by  the  State 
pfficers. 

On  tbe  morning  of  the  4th  of  June,  Steuben  sent  Lieuten- 

JO* 
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ant  Yerdier  of  Armand's  corps  with  four  dngoona,  up  tlui 
road  on  the  Point  of  Fork,  to  give  intelligence  of  the  enenv/*% 
approach ;  but  himself  and  party  fell  into  their  hands.  About 
ten  o'clock  he  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  with- 
in four  miles  of  the  Point  of  Fork,  on  which  he  sent  Mr.  Fair- 
lie,  one  of  his  aids,  to  call  in  the  picquet.  He  exeouted  the 
order ;  bat  was  himself  taken  prisoner. 

About  noon,  while  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  Steuben  per- 
ceived the  approach  of  the  enemy.  He  afterward  learned  tha( 
it  was  Simcoe  with  between  four  and  five  hundred  horse  and 
foot,  that  Tarleton  was  above  him  within  supporting  dis- 
tance, and  that  Lord  Cornwallis  was  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  about  six  or  seven  miles  below  him ;  although,  in  faot| 
Cornwallis  was  much  fuithcr  off. 

As  an  instance  of  the  reliance  that  could  have  been  placed 
in  the  men  whom  he  had  under  his  command,  Steuben  men- 
tions that  when  the  enemy  first  arrived,  they  fired  only  one 
shot  from  a  three  pounder  they  had  with  them,  and  that  a 
picquet  of  fifly  men  he  had  posted  at  the  landing,  left  their 
posts,  and  that  it  was  with  much  persuasion  and  many  threats 
they  were  brought  back  again.  Contrary  to  Steuben's  order 
a  number  of  canoes  were  still  left  in  the  noith  fork,  and  con- 
sequently fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  and  besides  that,  both 
rivers  were  at  many  places  fordable.  Steuben,  therefore,  de- 
teimincd  to  retire  toward  Willis'  Creek,  which  he  did  as  soon 
as  it  was  dark. 

When  Simcoe  arrived  at  the  Point  of  Fork,  he  found  that 
not  only  the  stores  and  boats  were  secured,  but  that  Steuben's 
whole  force  had  crossed  the  river,  with  the  exception  of  some 
thirty  men  who,  waiting  the  return  of  some  of  the  boats,  were 
taken  prisoners.  Thus  the  principal  object  of  the  British  ex- 
peditiou  was  frustrated  by  Steuben's  foresight. 

The  appearance  of  Simcoe,  however,  whose  troops  Steu- 
ben, cut  ofiTas  he  was  from  any  communication  with  the  neigh- 
borhood, had  taken  for  the  van  of  Cornwallis,  accelerated  his 
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flunih  to  the  South.  Stmcoe,  in  order  to  make  him  believe 
that  the  main  British  army  under  Comwallis  was  directed 
against  him,  lighted  namerous  watch-fires  on  the  sarrounding 
hiUsy  and  by  this  stratagem  confirmed  Steuben  in  bis  mistake. 
A  striking  proof  of  the  fi^st  that  it  was  not  the  arrival  of  Sim* 
one  which  induced  Steuben  to  retreat  from  the  Point  of  Fork, 
is  furnished  by  some  letters  which  he  wrote  at  this  time. 

**I  was  informed  by  Major  Call,  yesterday  morning,'' 
writes  Steuben-  to  Lafayette,  from  the  south  side  of  James 
river,  one  mile  above  the  Fork,  on  the  5th  of  June,  1781,* 
"  that  he  had  seen,  himself,  a  party  of  cavalry  at  Oooohland 
Courtrhouse,  in  the  morning,  and  another  large  party  at  Lou- 
isa Court-house,  in  the  aflemoon ;  the  latter,  of  at  least  one 
thousand  men ;  that  both  parties  seem  to  direct  their  march 
this  way.  The  northern  branch  being  fordable  in  several 
friaces,  my  position  became  critical,  and  I  therefore  changed 
my  situation.  This  I  executed  immediately  and  came  here, 
first  crossing  the  baggage  and  a  quantity  of  State  stores  which 
were  at  Fork  Point.  I  have  since  heard  nothing  of  the  party 
wliich  were  at  Louisa;  those  at  Goochland  remained  there  yes* 
terday.  General  Lawson  has  joined  me  with  three  hundred 
militia,  and  we  expect  about  four  hundred  more  to  day  or  to- 
morrow. I  bad  ordered  all  the  boats  below  this  place  to  be 
brought  up ;  but  the  current  was  too  strong  to  permit  it.  I 
intend  to  move  from  here,  as  soon  as  the  weather  clears  up, 
and  take  a  position  at  the  mouth  of  Willis'  Creek,  where  I  shall 
collect  every  boat  on  the  river,  and  from  there  I  have  a  com« 
mnnication  everywhere." 

On  the  same  day  he  informed  Governor  Nash,  of  North 
Girolina,  that  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs  he  found  it 
expedient  to  march  directly  to  that  State. 

Steuben,  therefore,  in  his  retreat  was  not  surprised  by 
Simooe.  It  is  true,  nevertheless,  as  stated,  that  seeing  a  whole 
row  of  watch-fires  upon  the  lefl  bank  of  the  river,  he  hastened 

*  Stcubon  MS.  Papora,  vol.  xii. 
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hifl  retreat,  and  abandoned  snob  of  his  stores  as  were  not 
portable.  Considcriug,  bowevor,  tbat  Steuben  had  taken  ftr 
granted  tbe  approacbing  of  a  hostile  bodj  under  Tarleton 
against  his  left  wing,  and  that  tbe  adyandng  of  Comwaliis 
towards  tbe  James  river  was  probably  intended  to  act  in  oni»« 
ncction  with  this  movt^ment ;  bearing  also  in  mind  tbat  Stcu^ 
ben  bad  no  cavalry,  and  only  five  hundred  raw  recruits,  who 
had  never  seen  the  enemy — under  such  cironmstancoa,  and  in 
such  a  situation  as  we  have  left  Steuben,  we  can  not  only 
comprehend,  but,  moreover,  we  must  find  it  quite  natural  that 
he  preferred  sacrificing  a  part  of  his  stores  to  that  of  his  men, 
and  that  he,  in  consequence,  retreated. 

NotwiUistanding,  Steuben  has  been  assiuled  outrageously 
on  account  of  his  retreat,  and  particularly  by  the  government 
of  the  State.  The  joy  of  his  numerous  enemies  became  appa- 
rent when  they  discovered  one  assailable  point  in  him.  In 
tbe  following  chapter  we  must  once  more  return  to  this  mat- 
ter. In  order  to  view  Steuben's  conduct  strategically,  wo  pro* 
pose  to  examine  what  his  gallant  and,  at  this  time,  successful 
adversary,  the  British  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sinicoe,  says  while 
speakhig  of  his  triumph.  All  the  absurd  and  insipid  talk  of 
the  Virginia  Solons  appears  in  its  proper  light  when  we  road 
in  Simcoe's  Military  Journal  the  following  \\ 

"  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simcoc,  who,  from  hb  childhood  bad 
been  taught  to  consider  the  military  as  the  most  extensive  and 
profound  of  sciences,  had  no  apprehension  from  the  talents  of 
such  men  as  had  been  educated  in  different  professions,  and 
whom  accident  had  placed  at  the  head  of  armies ;  and  ho 
had  always  asserted  it  as  a  principle,  that  fi*om  the  superiority 
of  the  king's  troops,  and  of  the  officers  who  led  them,  if  he 
should  ever  have  a  command  in  which  he  should  be  superior 
in  one  species  of  troops,  whether  cavalry  or  infantry,  he  would 
bo  totally  unconcerned  for  the  event  of  any  action  he  might 
have  with  the  enemy.    Baron  Steuben  had  no  cavalry,  yet  ia 

^  Simcoe'a  Military  Journal,  p.  218-220. 
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the  imseDt  tttnatioii  there  w&s  great  room  for  anxiety,  rinoe 
tiie  innnediate  groand  of  encampment  was  not  fiivorable  for 
the  exertions  of  his  few,  bat  well  trained,  well  officered,  and 
invincible  body  of  cavalry,  and  the  enemy  were  led  by  a  Pros- 
flian  officer.  The  very  military  instructions  of  his  king  were 
ospable  of  forming  better  officers  than  any  other  theory  could 
possibly  do,  or  probably  could  be  effi^cted  by  the  experience 
often  campaigns  under  incompetent  masters.  In  the  exercise 
flbo  which  he  had  given  the  rebel  army,  the  Baron  Steuben 
had  shown  himself  an  able  officer,  and  that  he  know  well  how 
to  adapt  the  science  of  war  to  the  people  whom  he  was  to  in* 
struct,  and  to  the  country  in  which  he  was  to  act.  He  had 
pMned  the  Fluvanna,  but  he  had  done  this  in  consequence  of 
his  orders  to  join  Greneral  Greene's  army.  An  express  sent  to 
eoantermand  this  order.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simcoe  knew  had 
been  taken  a  few  days  before  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tarleton, 
and  it  was  &ir  to  suppose  that  he  might  now  have  further 
intelligence ;  that  he  might  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
nnmber  of  his  opponents,  and  might  possibly  determine  to 
attack  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simcoe,  as  well  as  the  detachment 
which  the  intercepted  letter  mentioned  that  he  was  preparing 
to  meet.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Simcoe  was,  therefore,  appre- 
hensive lest  Baron  Steuben,  having  secured  his  stores,  which 
"Were  of  great  value,  over  a  broad  and  unfordable  river,  and 
heing  in  possession  of  all  the  boats,  should  repass  his  troops  in 
the  night,  higher  up  the  nver,  and  fall  on  him,  so  that  if  the 
Biitbh  troops  should  be  beaten,  they  would  have  no  retreat, 
being  shut  up  between  two  rivers,  while  those  of  the  Ameri- 
eims,  should  they  be  repulsed,  were  preserved  from  the  pur- 
tnit  of  the  cavalry  by  the  thick  woods,  which  came  to  their 
encampment ;  and  from  that  of  the  infantry,  by  the  iatignes 
they  had  undergone  in  a  march  of  nearly  forty  miles  the  pre- 
eeding  morning.  These  ideas  occupied  the  mind  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Simcoe,  and  he  would  have  quitted  his  cntup  had  ho 
pot  thought  the  troops  too  niuch  fatigued  to  scnrch  for  a  more 
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fiivorable  position,  which  was  not  to  be  attained  for  aome  raiki^ 
and  partly,  had  he  not  hoped  that  Stenben  wonld  believe  bin 
to  be  the  advance  of  Earl  Gomwallis'  army,  particalarly  as 
the  light  troops  had  no  soldiers  among  them  dothed  like  the 
seventy-first  regiment,  in  rod.  That  regiment  and  the  QaeeD^ 
Rangers  occupied  the  road  with  rail  fletches  and  other  de- 
fenses." 

Siracoe's  statement  is  confirmed  by  Henry  Lee,  whoiin 
his  Memoirs  of  the  War  in  the  Southern  Department  of  tin 
United  States,  thus  describes  Steuben's  and  Simeoe^  move* 
ments  :* 

^^  Cornwallis,  with  the  main  body,  followed  on  the  route  of 
Simcoe.  The  former  officer  conducted  his  march  with  the 
utmost  secrecy ;  and  by  detaining  as  prisoners  all  whom  he 
overtook,  he  concealed  his  advance  from  the  baron.  Although 
unapprised  of  the  intended  attack  upon  his  own  post,  Steo- 
ben  became  acquainted  with  the  movement  of  Tarleton.  In 
consequence  of  this  information  he  engaged  with  diligence 
in  removing  our  stores,  of  every  sort,  to  the  southern  banks 
of  the  Fluvanna ;  which  being  done  he  passed  the  river  with 
his  corps,  securing  all  the  boats  on  the  south  side.  Simcoe 
reached  the  Point  of  Fork  about  the  conclusion  of  the  baron's 
passage  over  the  river,  and  captured  a  i^^  of  our  troops  wait- 
ing the  return  of  some  of  the  boats.  Chagrined  at  this  dis- 
appointment, the  British  commander  determined  to  recover 
by  stratagem  what  he  had  lost  by  his  enemy's  foresight.  Ho 
encamped  on  the  heights  opposite  to  our  camp,  and  by  the 
number  of  his  fires  suggested  to  the  baron  the  probability  that 
the  whole  British  army  was  only  divided  from  him  by  tha 
river.  Thus  impressed,  and  knowing  that  the  corps  of  Tarle- 
ton  were  on  his  lell,  Steuben  believed  himself  to  be  in  immi- 
uent  danger,  and  decided  on  saving  his  corps  by  the  sacrifice 
of  iiis  stores.  During  the  night  the  baron  drew  ofiT,  and  march- 
ing diligently,  placed  himself  thirty  miles  from  his  foe." 

♦  I'ajcc  204. 
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Another  reproach  cast  on  Steuben  in  connection  with  this 
retreat  has  reference  to  the  loss  of  the  stores,  and  is  equally 
unjust.  We  have  two  difierent  statements :  one  on  the  port 
of  Simcoe  which,  adopted  by  the  State  of  Virginia  and  Sted- 
num,  says:  ^^ There  were  destroyed  at  the  Point  of  Fork  two 
thousand  five  hundred  stand  of  arms,  a  large  quantity  of  gun- 
powder, case  shot,  etc. ;  several  casks  of  saltpeter,  sulphur,  and 
lirimstone,  and  upwards  of  sixty  hogsheads  of  rum  and  brandy, 
•ftveral  chests  of  carpenters'  tools,  and  upwards  of  four  hun- 
dred intrenching  tools,  with  casks  of  Hints,  sail  cloth  and  wag- 
ons, and  a  great  variety  of  small  stores  necessary  for  the  equip- 
ment of  cavalry  and  infantry :  such  linen  and  necessaries,  as 
woTild  be  of  immediate  service,  were  divided  among  tho 
eaptors.  There  were  taken  off  a  thirteen-inch  mortar,  five 
brass  eight-inch  howitzers,  and  four  long  brass  nine  pounders, 
oronnted  afterward  at  Yorktown :  all  French  pieces,  and  in  ex- 
cellent order." 

Lafiiyette,*  however,  relates  that  no  important  harm  was 
done  on  this  occasion  (quelques  efiets  pen  importants  sent  d6- 
traits) ;  Lee  mentionsf  that  most  of  the  arms  found  were  mus- 
kets out  of  repair ;  Steuben  himself,  in  a  report  to  Greene, 
■ays,  that  only  a  few  articles  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
through  the  negligence  of  tho  commissaries  and  storekeepers. 
But  even  admitting  that  Steuben  underrates  his  loss,  we  have 
already  seen  that  before  the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  the  princi- 
pal part  of  the  stores  had  been  safely  removed.  It  was  impos- 
fliUe  to  save  all,  and  Steuben  succeeded  in  saving  as  much  as 
possible.  That  the  buildings  and  laboratories  at  the  Fork  were 
destroyed  by  the  enemy  was  a  matter  of  course  and  a  conse- 
quence of  his  superiority  in  number.  Colonel  William  Lang- 
liom  writes,  that  the  enemy  got  hold  of  only  twenty  barrels 
of  powder,  and  except  a  few  canoes,  did  not  get  a  single  boat, 

*  M^iiioires  da  General  Lafayette,  tome  i.,  Paria,  1838,  pp.  272  and  478. 
f  Lee's  Memoirs  of  tho  War  in  tho  Southern  Department  of  tho  United 
States.    Forco*8  edition,  8yo,  il,  294. 
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d8  they  were  all  sunk  by  tbe  order  of  Stenben.  The  elating 
EtoruB  and  monufactorios  were,  by  the  energy  of  tbo  indeftlL 
gable  Uavics,  removed  to  StantoD,  from  wbioh  place  he  writai 
to  Stciibtct,  on  tbe  23d  of  Juno,  as  follows :•  .  .  .  "Tbo  JU- 
sembly  were  at  first  mncb  mortified  at  the  losus  we  had  bd» 
taincd  by  the  rapid  iDeursions  of  tbe  enemy,  and  in  their  dis- 
content were  really  clamorous  ;  they  moderate  in  thmr  vexv 
tioii,  as  tliey  have  since  found  that  the  mischief  done  by  tba 
enemy  was  inconsiderable  compared  mtb  tbe  plunder  of  tbs 
inhabitants,  of  whom  we  expect  to  recover  a  great  deal." 

Alter  having  effected  bis  retreat  to  Willis'  Creek,  Steabm 
sent  back  an  officer  to  observe  the  movements  of  tbe  enemj, 
who  repoiled  that  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  tbe  enemy  had 
oonstriicted  two  rafts,  each  capable  of  transporting  from  ^gbty 
to  one  himdvcd  mi?ii,  and  that  they  had  throivn  a  bridge  aoroa 
the  North  Fork,  by  which  they  commnnicatod  with  their 
forces  opposite  £lk  island. 

"  I  could  not  sec,"  says  Steuben  in  a  memorial,  refeiriiig 
to  this  Bubjeotgf  "  what  could  binder  the  enemy  from  detadh 
ing  a  sufficient  paity  to  di^perso  my  force  and  render  thenn 
selves  masters  of  the  stores  at  Prince  Edward,  Charlotte  and 
Halifax  Court-houses.  I  thought  it  to  be  absurd  making  » 
bravado  with  a  smaU  immber  of  bad  tioops  against  snob  a 
force,  while  the  uiaiquis,  being  near  one  hundred  miles  o^ 
ooiild  make  no  diversion  ou  that  ^dc.  I  therefore  gave  orden 
for  dL«pcr»ng  the  stores  in  such  a  manner  that  only  part  conM 
{all  into  the  enemy's  bands  on  any  i-oiite  they  could  take,  and 
sent  off  three  officers  successively  to  acquaint  tbe  marquis  of 
my  situiition.  I  wrote  circular  letters  to  the  county  liouteD- 
ants  to  call  out  their  militia,  and  leaving  Genei-al  Lawson  at 
Charlotte  Court-house,  I  marched  the  reciuits  to  CoIe*a Feny, 
on  tbe  Stanton." 

Steuben  reached  Charlotte  Court-house  on  tbe  0th  of  June, 
and  Cole's  Ferry  on  tbo  10th.  Here  ho  baited  on  hia  mardi 
■  f^iibcu  US.  Pnpan,  Tol.  viiL  f  Ibidem,  jtL  ziil. 
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Sonth  in  order  to  hear  further  from  General  Greene,  wliose 
last  letter  was  dated  on  the  Ist  of  May,  or  till  he  should  re- 
ceive orders  from  La&yette.  As  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
enemy  proposed  to  follow  him  immediately,  he  left  the  militia 
9l  Charlotte  Ck>art-house  and  ordered  it  to  be  employed  in 
the  defense  of  the  State.  At  the  same  time  he  directed  Gen- 
eral Lawson  to  secure  the  stores,  to  remove  those  nearest 
James  river  to  Albemarle  old  Court-house,  and  to  disperse 
tbose  which  were  further  in  the  country,  at  different  places  in 
a  parallel  line  with  the  river,  so  that  if  the  enemy  marched  by 
ene  route  to  the  South,  they  would  only  be  able  to  destroy  or 
taike  what  they  found  precisely  in  their  way.  In  a  circular 
addressed  to  the  county  lieutenants,  ho  appointed  Prince  Ed- 
ward, Cumberland,  and  Amelia  Courthouses,  as  the  places 
of  rendezvous  for  the  militia,  by  which  he  expected  to  increase 
tm  forces,  and  endeavored  to  convince  them  of  the  necessity 
of  calling  out  every  man  that  could  possibly  be  armed.  *^  Let 
me  intreat  you,"  he  said,*  ^^  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  im- 
mediately to  get  together  every  man  in  your  county,  who 
oan  possibly  be  armed,  and  in  doing  this  permit  me  to  hint  to 
joa  the  necessity  of  your  own  and  your  officers'  exertions  in 
persuading  those  people  to  bring  out  their  arms,  who  do  not 
wmally  bring  them  out,  and  it  will  depend  much  on  the  offi- 
oar  to  convince  them  how  highly  criminal  such  negligence 
viU  be  in  our  present  distress.  If  wo  succeed  in  collecting 
floch  a  body  of  militia  as  can  offer  resistance  to  the  enemy,  I 
Isave  not  the  least  doubt  that  we  shall  not  only  presence  this 
put  of  the  State  from  their  depredation,  but  that  in  a  short 
time  they  will  be  driven  back  to  their  shipping,  and  proba- 
laiy  oonvinced  of  the  impossibility  of  conquering  a  country  de- 
fiended  by  freomen." 

To  be  better  secured  agsdnst  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to 
pasa  through  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  Steuben  requested 
GoYemor  Nash  of  North  Carolina  to  reinforce  him  with  as 

*  Steuben  Ma  Papers,  vol  xiu 
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many  of  the  armed  militia  from  the  coimtiM  bordeiii^Tifr 
gimo,  as  possible,  and  to  engage  aa  many  horses  as  he  aoM 
procure,  tor  the  Buperiorily  of  the  raiomy  in  cavalry  bad  bMB 
extremely  prejudicial  to  Steubeii. 

When  he  mode  these  dispositions  he  was  etill  vithont  lum 
from  General  Greene,  and  .ta  late  as  the  9th  of  Jnne  be  i^ 
formed  faim,  from  Charlotte  Court-hoaso,  that  be  was  on  lai 
march  to  join  him,  with  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  leuiuHi 
and -a  number  of  etorcn,  while  he  left  General  Laweon  b^tiol 
him  with  u£  hundred  militia  to  prevent  the  eaemy  froB 
ravaging  the  country  tn  small  parties.  On  the  12th  of  JnM 
Stenbcn  received  intelligence  from  General  Snmner,  that  i» 
was  ordered  to  march  with  the  Carolina  line  to  Yirginla  mi 
join  him.  This  order  enabled  Steuben  to  form  an  adeqoM 
opinion  of  Grecne'n  position  and  intentions,  and  having  asoei^ 
Uuued  that  Greene's  force  was  sufficient  for  his  task,  and  that 
his  troops  were  more  numerous  tlian  he  could  support,  Iw 
resolved  to  return  to  James  river  and  cooperate  with  La&y- 
ette.  His  course  soon  after  pi-oved  to  be  the  right  one,  m 
Greene's  letters  of  the  14th  and  23d  of  May,  and  some  <^ 
Lafayette's,  to  join  the  Litter  against  Comwallis,  had  been 
intercepted  by  the  enemy. 

At  this  time  Steuben  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Captain 
Kirkpatrick,  who  iiad  communicated  to  him  the  censure  of 
the  Kortb  Carolina  gentlemen,  of  his  intended  march  sontk 
ward:  "It  is  the  fate  of  a  general  in  this  country,"  ho  says,* 
*'to  have  his  actions  criticised  by  every  person  withont  a 
knowledge  of  cither  his  reasons  or  orders.  I  am  happy  that 
my  conduct  can  bear  scrutiny.  I  have  halted  hero  two  days 
waiting  for  General  Greene's  orders,  in  the  meantime  en- 
deavoring to  collect  a  sufiicicnt  body  of  militia  to  cover  thii 
side  of  James  nvor,  and  promising,  if  tboy  turned  out  «itfa 
spirit,  I  would  venture  to  romaiu  in  the  State  and  join  mj 
small  force  to  theirs.  My  reasons  for  marching  sontbwaid 
•  Steuben  113.  Ftqwra,  voL  ziL    Letter  cf  Juno  la,  IISI. 
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(as  I  find  a  general  must  give  reasons  to  every  citizen  for  his 
conduct),  were  positive  orders  from  General  Greene,  my  own 
hopes  that  my  moving  this  way  would  alarm  Comwallis  and 
induce  him  to  detach  a  part  of  his  army  in  my  pursuit,  which 
would  be  of  more  essential  advantage  to  the  marquis  than  if 
ilre  times  the  number  of  my  recruits  would  join  him."*' 

Steuben  arrived  at  Prince  Edward  Court-house  on  the  Idth 
ttJxmej  and  having  ordered  General  Sumner  to  join  him  with 
ftU  the  men  he  could  collect,  armed  or  not,  and  having  re- 
f  nested  Governor  Nnsh  to  reinforce  him  with  all  the  militia 
that  he  could  arm,  on  the  borders  of  Virginia,  he  sent  a  de- 
tadiment  of  the  militia  towards  Carter's  Ferry,  while  he  pro- 
posed with  the  balance,  to  take  a  position  opposite  the  Seven 
idftoda  in  James  river,  where  he  hoped  to  assemble  all  the 
Hilitia  that  would  come  in. 

While  on  his  march  to  James  river,  Steuben  received 
lA&yette's  order  to  join  him  without  delay.  Lafayette  had 
ahstired  before  Comwallis  as  far  as  Racoon  Ford,  on  the  Rap- 
pahannoo ;  but  on  the  ^th  of  June  he  was  reinforced  by  Gen- 
eral Wayne,  with  eight  hundred  Pennsylvanians,  and  by  a 
"Mipid  night  march  he  was  able  to  protect  the  stores  along  the 
ivanna  against  an  attack  of  the  British.  Comwallis  there* 
gave  up  the  pursuit  and  returned  to  Richmond.  On  his 
Anarch  he  was  closely  foUowed  by  La&yette,  who,  from  Me- 
^Aranck  Creek,  Albemarle  county,  on  the  Idth  of  June  wrote 
'mm  fellows  to  Steuben : 

**I  request  you,  my  dear  sir,  that  you  will  immediately  re- 
Xnm  this  way,  and  with  the  Continentals  and  militia  under 
your  command,  hasten  to  form  a  junction  with  us.  I  am 
afraid  General  Greene's  letter  requesting  you  to  remain  with 
xm  has  not  yet  got  to  hand,  but  nnless  you  have  received 
orders  subsequent  to  General  Greene's  march  against  Ninety- 
rix  and  Augusta,  I  can  assure  you  his  desire  was  then  to  form' 
a  jmiction* 

*  Gates  MR  Papers,  voi.  zbt,  p.  44. 
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^'Should  the  enemy  oroes  the  James  river,  wUoh  I  do'iutl 
believe  they  will  do,  and  which  none  of  them  have  yet  attempi^ 
ed,  it  must  be  with  a  view  to  reconquer  Carolina.  In  tfaii 
case  you  would  be  in  their  way,  and  I  should  request  everf 
obstruction  to  be  put  in  their  way,  as  I  shall  myself  fidlow 
them  as  expeditiously  as  possible.  But,  on  the  contrary, 
should  they  make  the  conquest  of  this  State  their  main  object, 
our  united  force  is  not  too  much  to  resist  them.  No  news 
from  the  northward;  it  is  reported  General  Washington  is 
coming  to  Virginia  with  French  and  American  troops,  but  I 
had  no  letter  from  him."  « 

Steuben  made  long  and  fatigmhg  marches  to  answer  La^ 
£iyette's  order.  As  early  as  the  16th  of  June  he  crossed 
Carter's  Ferry,  and  marching  across  €k>ochland  county,  00" 
the  10th  effected,  in  Hanover  county,  some  twenty-five  miles 
north-west  from  Richmond,  his  junction  with  Lafayette.  This 
junction  induced  Cornwallis  to  evacuate  Richmond  and  to 
retire  to  the  lower  country.  On  the  25th  he  arrived  in 
Williamsburg,  where  he  received  an  order  from  Clinton  to 
send  a  part  of  his  troops  to  New  York,  the  British  general4a* 
chief,  from  Washington's  feints  and  sham  dispositions,  belieV* 
ing  that  the  latter  place  was  menaced.  The  decrease  of  his 
force  would  have  weakened  Cornwallis  too  much  to  allow  him 
to  continue  in  Williamsburg,  He  therefore,  in  conformity  whh 
his  instructions  from  the  ministry,  to  establish  at  some  place 
in  the  Chesapeake  a  permanent  post  to  serve  as  a  C'Cntral 
point  for  naval  and  military  operations,  resolved  to  establish 
himself  in  Portsmouth.  Crossing  James  river  at  Jamestown, 
Cornwallis  allured  Lafayette  into  an  action,  which,  only  far 
the  bravery  of  Wayne,  and  for  the  inability  of  ComwaUis  to 
pursue  his  advantage  on  account  of  the  night,  would  have 
resulted  in  the  annihilation  of  the  whole  army. 

The  troops  for  New  York  were  already  embarked  when 
Cornwallis  received  counter  orders,  and  Clinton's  permission 
to  disembark  and  keep  them  in  Virginia.   He  at  the  same  time 
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was  directed  to  establish  a  defensive  post  for  the  protection  of 
the  ships-of-the-line  at  d  favorable  point  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river.  Comwallis,  finduig  that  Poitsmouth  woald  not  answer 
the  purpoaey  evacuated  that  place  and  fortified  himself  at  York- 
ipwn  and  Gloucester,  where  hb  whole  force  was  concentrated 
on  the  22d  of  August,  1781. 

In  the  meantime  Washington  took  care  to  keep  Clinton 
under  the  belief  that  he  intended  an  attack  against  New  York. 
From  the  end  of  June  he  made  all  apparent  preparations  oal* 
onlated  to  fortify  Clinton's  illusions,  and  while  the  latter  pre- 
pared himself  for  a  protracted  siege,  Washington  with  his 
whole  army  and  the  French  clandestinely  left  the  Hudson,  and 
before  Clinton  even  suspected  their  departure  for  the  South, 
Uiey  were  in  Virginia  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Com- 
ifallifl.  Every  thing  worked  well  in  this  enterprise.  The 
French  fleet  arrived  in  time  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  from  the 
85th  of  September,  Comwallis  was  closely  surrounded  by  the 
American  and  French  forces.  A  retreat  was  impossible,  and 
CSomwaliis,  expecting  reinforcements  from  Clinton,  strength- 
ened his  fortifications  as  much  as  possible  agdnst  the  combined 
operatioQS  of  the  Americo-French  army,  which,  on  the  28th 
of  September,  marched  from  Williamsburg  toward  Yorktown, 
and  on  the  1st  of  October  began  to  invest  the  latter  place. 
The  first  parallel  was  opened  in  the  night  of  the  6th  of  Octo- 
her,  and  on  the  10th  Comwallis  capitulated  with  his  whole 

The  foregoing  sketch  of  the  principal  features  of  this  event- 
fnl  campaign  was  necessary  to  lead  the  reader  to  Yorktown, 
where  Steuben  resumed  active  duty. 

.  A  few  days  after  his  junction  with  Lafiiyette  he  received 
€beene^  poritive  orders  to  act  with  the  Virginia  reoruits  under 
ibe  marquis.  Thus  no  change  took  place  in  the  dispositions  of 
Iia&yette ;  but  Steuben,  immediately  aiber  his  arrival  at  head- 
quarters, fell  sick,  and  with  a  body  worn  by  the  disease  of  the 
ooontry,  and  a  mind  harassed  and  chagrined,  retired  to  a  ooun- 
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try  seat  near  Charlotteville,  where,  fiirtiiiuite  in  the  looielj  of 
two  or  three  respectable  genUemen,  he  remained  till  the  bcgiiH 
ning  of  September.  Here  it  was  that  at  the  end  of  Jolj  he 
reoeiyed  General  Greene's  order  of  the  18th  of  July,  to .  joia 
him  as  soon  as  he  oonld  be  spared  from  that  quarter,  even  if 
he  shoald  not  be  able  to  bring  a  nngle  man  with  him.  **I 
have  received,*'  answered  Steuben,  on  the  Idth  of  Angost^ 
1781,*  ^^your  &vor  of  the  19th  of  July,  in  which  I  am  ordered 
to  join  you.  If  it  had  pleased  God,  my  dear  general,  that 
this  order  had  reached  me  a  few  months  sooner,  I  should  have 
escaped  a  great  deal  of  pain  and  chagrin ;  but  what  I  have  to 
say  on  that  subject  shall  rest  till  I  have  the  pleasure  to  oee 
you.  My  duty  and  inclination  would  have  engaged  me  to  aet 
out  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  had  not  my  iQ 
state  of  health  prevented  mc.  An  eruption  of  blood,  which 
has  covered  my  whole  body,  obliged  me  to  retire  to  a  coon* 
try  house.  It  is  near  Mr.  Walker's,  whom  you  saw  at  Phila- 
delphia, a  member  of  Congress,  and  his  father,  who  is  my  {^y* 
sician.  The  heat  of  the  season,  uneasiness  of  my  mind,  and 
a  thousand  other  things  have  so  used  me  up  that  I  can  not  yet 
sustain  the  fatigues  of  a  journey.  I  shall,  however,  prepare 
to  take  up  my  line  of  march  the  last  of  this  month,  and  hope 
to  join  you  before  your  operations  begin. 

^  I  can  say  nothing  to  you  on  our  afEairs,  either  political 
or  military ;  a  sick  man,  you  know,  looks  on  things  worse  thaa 
they  really  are.  I  have  tlio  consolation  to  hope  I  shall  soon 
be  with  the  general  I  esteem  and  the  friend  tor  whom  I  have 
the  strongest  affection." 

Steuben's  health  improved  toward  the  end  of  August.  He 
was  just  about  to  set  out  to  join  Greene,  when  he  heard  the 
news  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  fleet,  and  received  a  letter 
from  Lafayette,  who  intreated  Steuben  to  come  to  his  support^ 
without  wliich  ho  was  afraid  of  incurring  blame  or  of  being 
involved  in  ruin.f 

*  Groene  MS.  Papers.  f  G^^^tos  MS.  P&pera,  xix.,  pw  66. 
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Tho  following  letters  are  given  in  full,  as  tliey  strikingly 
illnstratc  this  important  epoch,  and  arc  of  a  special  interest. 

"In  the  moment,"  writes  Steuben  to  Greene,  from  Kinp^ 
Williams  county,  tho  9th  of  September,  1781,*  "of  my  de- 
parture to  join  you  I  received  the  glorious  news  of  the  arrival 
of  the  French  fleet.  The  whole  country  is  flying  to  arms.  I 
had  reason  to  apprehend  that  my  departure  at  such  a  time  :is 
this  would  have  been  made  to  operate  against  me,  by  persons 
who  seek  to  destroy  the  reputation  of  every  honest  man.  You 
arc,  without  doubt,  informed,  my  dear  general,  of  the  trouble 
and  vexation  to  which  I  have  been  exposed  in  this  State.  The 
greatest  sacrifice  I  can  make  to  the  public  interest,  is  to  sus- 
pend my  endeavors  for  redress  until  the  present  scene  is  fm- 
ished.  To  have  quitted  the  State  before  that  period,  would 
have  armed  my  enemies  against  me.  Two  days  before  tho 
arrival  of  the  fleet,  the  marquis  wrote  me  to  hasten  to  his  o-s- 
mBt^ncc;  but  your  orders  and  my  wishes  to  join  you,  made  me 
decide  for  the  southward.  I  beg  you,  my  dear  general,  to 
permit  my  assisting  this  expedition  which  is  i)reparing.  Con- 
sidering how  small  the  number  of  your  troops  is,  I  think  my 
presence  may  bo  dispensed  with  for  some  time ;  nevertheless  if 
you  judge  it  necessary,  and  should  you  think  the  motives  which 
induce  me  to  stay,  insufficient,  the  moment  I  receive  your  com- 
mands I  shall  begin  my  journey.  To-morrow  I  shall  join  the 
marquis.     I  shall  give  him  every  assistance  in  my  power." 

Lafayette  was  then  in  Williamsburg,  from  which  place 
Steuben,  on  tho  19th  of  September,  wrote  to  Greene  as  fol- 
lows :t 

"Two  days  after  joining  the  nianpiis  I  had  the  j>leasure  of 
seeing  General  Washington  and  Count  Rochambeau.  Every 
thing  is  preparing  for  our  grand  enterprise,  and,  as  far  as  wo 
have  gone,  fortune  seems  to  have  seconded  all  our  endeavors. 
The  Count  De  Grasse's  fleet  has  formed  a  junction  with  that 
of  Mr.  Barras  before  the  face  of  Graves  and  i  lood  ;  two  British 

♦Greono  MS.  Papers.  f  Ibidem. 
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frigates  were  taken  by  our  brave  allie%  after  wliioh  thi^Mi- 
my's  fleet  disappeared.    Comwallis  is  fortifying  hinwtlfllM 
a  brayo  general  who  most  fidl ;  bat  I  think  he  will  M  iM 
honor.    The  day  before  yesterday  General  Washington  Ml 
GoQnt  Rochambeau  went  on  board  the  admiral ;  we  eipatt 
their  return  to-day.    Onr  troops,  and  those  of  onr  allies  frott 
the  North,  are  expected  every  hoar.    They  embarked  at  Bd-    ' 
timore  on  the  15  th  instant.     As  soon  as  they  arrive,  oar  dftt' 
ations  will  commence.    This,  my  dear  general,  is  the  deoirifs 
moment — ^the  happiest  time  I  have  spent  in  America.    £v«T 
advantage  appears  to  declare  in  &vor  of  the  rightuoas  eiM 
Young  Colonel  Laurens  called  to  see  me  yesterday  ;hen'pt 
back  from  France,  and  brings  with  him  every  thing  yMA 
will  be  necessary  to  finish  the  war.    The  court  of  France  bn 
answered  the  emperor  on  his  proposition  of  a  mediation,  tW 
they  can  enter  into  no  negotiation  without  the  consent  of  tbfliT 
allies ;  and  as  the  haughty  Briton  will  not  consider  this  ally  la 
an  independent  State,  the  negotiation  is  broken  off.    I  troA 
the  success  of  this  campaign  will  render  our  enemies  more 
tractable." 

When  the  operations  against  Yorktown  commenced,  Stea- 
ben  asked  Washington  for  a  regular  command,  and  WasluBi^ 
ton,  with  great  pleasure,  gave  him  the  combined  di virion  of 
Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania.  It  numbered,  in  aD, 
two  thousand  three  hundred  and  nine  men,  of  whom  onethoa* 
sand  three  hundred  and  forty-six  were  from  Wayne's  brigade, 
and  nine  hundred  and  fifly-three  from  the  brigade  of  Gist.  On 
the  3d  of  October,  1781,  according  to  a  report  made  at  that 
time,  Wayne  had  only  seven  hundred  and  thirty  men,  and  Gift 
four  hundred  and  forty-five,  fit  for  service ;  no  less  than  ah 
hundred  and  seventeen  were  sick.*  Steuben  was  the  ool^ 
American  officer  who  had  ever  taken  part  in  a  regular  siege, 
and  he  had  acted  also  at  the  celebrated  siege  of  Schwttd- 
nitz,  as  aid-do-camp  of  Frederick  the  Great.    His  services  were^ 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  Spraguo. 
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therefore,  the  more  important,  as  the  staff  of  Washington  had 
to  ooDtnlt  and  act  m  common  with  the  staff  of  the  Flench 
armj,  and  as  Steaben,  as  an  expert  in  both  the  theory  and 
practice  of  the  art  of  deges,  was  also  able,  in  this  particular, 
where  his  brother  officerai  had  no  experience,  to  maintain  most 
decidedly  and  energetically  the  honor  of  the  American  arms. 

*'  I  am  happy,"  writes  William  Davics,  from  Richmond,  on 
Ihe  0th  of  October,  1781,*  ^^  that  yoa  are  still  in  Virginia,  and 
I  sncerely  congratulate  you  on  the  pleasing  prospects  before 
iia.  You  had  long  expressed  your  opinion  of  the  necessity  of 
more  attention  and  assistance  toward  us  from  the  northward ; 
and  I  doubt  not  that  your  representations  in  our  &vor  have 
had  an  influence  in  procuring  the  aid  we  have  received." 

Of  Steuben's  activity  during  the  siege,  very  little  mention 

has  been  made.    We  only  know  that,  on  the  11th  of  October, 

he  opened  with  his  division  the  second  parallel,  and  finishc<l 

the  same  the  next  moming,f  after  having  advanced,  during 

4he  night,  within  three  hundred  and  sixty  yards  of  the  ene- 

lay'a  batteries.    On  this,  as  on  other  occasions,  Wayne  was 

with  Steuben.     *'  The  fact  is  fixed  in  my  memory,"  relates 

^orth,  *^  by  a  circumstance  that  happened  at  the  time.    A 

«heU,  thrown  from  the  enemy,  fell  near  them.    The  baron 

^threw  himself  into  the  trench.     Wayne,  in  the  jeopardy  and 

Jhnrry  of  the  moment,  fell  on  him.    The  baron,  turning  his 

v^yes,  saw  it  was  his  brigadier.     ^I  always  knew  you  were 

Imve,  general,'  said  he,  '  but  I  did  not  know  that  you  were 

ao  jwrfect  in  every  point  of  duty ;  you  cover  your  general's 

jrctreat  in  the  best  manner  possible.'" 

**  Baron  De  Yiomcnil,"  says  Steuben^  ''  commanded  in  the 
trenches  on  the  10th  of  October.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  evening 
lie  aent  Count  Deuxponts  to  tell  me  that  he  had  obser\'ed,  while 

*  StBQben  MS.  Papers,  yoL  viil 
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VTBitiiig  the  treiiuljos,  ibat  inv  diiiuoa  was  cxtremoly  wol 
and  as  it  was  probable  the  oiieiuy  might  nuikv  a  *>ortio  t 
nigtil,  lie  wiahed  to  reinforce  my  left  wing  irota  Gvo  to  k 
hutiilrti<l  men,  it'  1  should  thiuk  it  ucaesssuy.     In  pn-ecncea 
GctnL'riil  Wayne  I  answered  Count  Dcuxpoiits  tb.-it  I  did  i 
think  thill  I  wanted  an^  reinforcements,  and  that  if  the  enoni 
wci'c  to  attack  mc,  I  should  answer  for  being  able  to  liold  t 
battery  until  the  Baron'De  Vioincnil  could  arriro  to  auppc 
me,  and  further,  that  in  case  he  was  attacked,  be  mtgbt  i 
on  mo  to  Biipport  liira  with  eight  Imudred  men  in  two  columi 
When  Count  Deurpouta  had  gone  away,  Wayne  rcmai 
that  I  had  only  one  thousand  men  in  my  entire  division. 
doubt  of  it,*  I  replied  ;  '  that  is  my  calculation,  too,  but  iiH 
should  ao  happen,  I  should,  on  my  own  responsibility,  lean 
two  hundred  men  to  defend  the  battery,  and  with  the  r 
ing  eight  haudred  men  attack  forthwith  in  two  columns.' 
added  that  if  I  was  guilty  of  a  certain  amount  of  gaaaonai*  J 
with  regard  to  the  number  of  men,  it  was  for  tho  honor  of  Ub 
country,  whereupon  Wayne  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  addren- 
ing  himself  to  tho  officers  present,  said  ;  '  Now,  goatlemeo,  it 
ia  our  duty  to  make  good  the  exaggeration  of  Oaron  Steuben, 
and  to  support  him  just  as  if  he  had  double  the  nimiber  of  troops 
that  he  has.' " 

Steuben  was  ao  fortunate  aa  to  receive  the  first  overturm 
of  Lord  Cornwallis,  during  his  tour  in  the  trenchea.  "At  the 
relieving  hour,  next  morning,"  relates  North,  "  the  Marquia 
De  Lafhyctto  approached  with  hia  division  ;  the  baron  refused 
to  be  relieved,  assigning  aa  a  reason  the  etiquette  in  Europe ; 
that  the  offer  to  capitulate  had  been  made  during  hia  ^ani, 
and  that  it  was  a  point  of  honor,  of  which  he  would  nt/l  d«- 
prive  his  troops,  to  remain  in  tho  trenches  till  the  oapitolatioa 
was  signed,  or  hoatilitica  reconimciiced.  T)io  dispute  waa  re- 
ferred byliafayctto  to  tho  commander-in-chief;  but  Stenbaa 
rcmainod  nntll  tho  British  Hag  was  struck. 

The  capture  of  Cornwallis  closed  the  campaign. 
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As  there  is  not  much  known  about  the  particulars  of  the 
surrender  of  Lord  Comwallis,  we  think  ourselves  justified  in 
giving  the  few  fieu^ts  which  we  have  gleaned  from  the  sources 
within  oar  reach,  although  they  have  no  direct  bearing  upon 
the  Gondnct  of  Steuben. 

Thus  at  the  storming  of  one  of  the  redoubts  of  YorktowQ 
by  the  French,  on  the  14th  of  October,  the  first  French  offi- 
cer who,  at  the  head  of  the  royal  grenadiers  of  the  German 
regiment  of  Deuxponts,  entered  the  works,  was  Captain  Henry 
De  Kalb,  a  cousin  of  the  American  general  who  fell  at  Cam- 
den. Captain  De  Kalb  had  lost  one  of  hb  shoes  in  climbing 
tbe  parapet ;  he  nevertheless  kept  on,  and,  entering  the  fort, 
made  a  British  officer  piisoner.* 

We  have  found  in  a  manuscript  diary  of  an  Anspach  ser- 
geant, John  Conrad  Doehla,  the  following  description  of  the 
closing  scenes  at  Yorktown  :f 

^*The  10th  of  October  was  a  day  most  unfortunate  for 
£ngland,  when  the  heretofore  so  renowned  and  valorous  gen- 
eralf  Lord  Comwallis,  was  compelled  to  surrender,  with  all 
bis  troops  and  ships,  to  the  allied  French  and  American 
armies,  under  the  command  of  General  Washington  and  of 
tlie  Count  De  Rochambeau.  It  was  on  the  morning  of  this 
day  that  I  mounted,  for  the  last  time,  the  engineer  guard.  At 
noon  precisely  all  the  guards  and  posts  were  withdrawn ;  only 
one  military  guard,  consisting  of  a  sergeant  and  sixteen  men, 
was,  for  an  hour  or  two  longer,  on  duty. 

*'  The  capitulation  and  the  terms  for  the  surrender  were 
then  agreed  upon.  The  French  and  Americans  immediately 
oconpied  all  our  works  in  the  line,  and  all  the  magazines  and 
atores.  We  were  left  in  full  possession  of  all  our  equipage 
and  apparel — nothing  belonging  to  us  was  taken,  or  even 
touched ;  we  were  treated  with  fairness  and  respect,  as  pre- 
•oribed  by  the  usages  of  war.    To  speak  out  plainly,  we  woro 

•  Schiller's  Lobeu  und  Werko  von  Emil  PaUeske.     Boriin,  1858,  i^  364. 
f  Tbe  Gennan  origioal  is  in  the  possession  of  tlie  author. 
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rather  satigfied  that  the  end  of  this  ai^^  had  oome  ai  laa^ 
eaoaping  therefrom  on  anezpeotedly  fitvoraUe  termai  while 
we  had  been  always  of  opinion  that  we  shoald  be  taken  by  aa- 
saolt.  Had  it  lasted  a  few  days  longer,  a  general  storm  ww 
unavoidable — the  French  grenadiers  were  already  prepario|f 
for  it. 

''The  troops  under  the  command  of  the  brave  general. 
Lord  Comwallis,  and  of  General  O'Hara  of  the  horse  guards 
were  the  following:  1,  the  third  regiment ;  2,  the  light  infiia- 
try,  consisting  of  three  battalions,  composed  of  detachmenta 
of  all  other  regiments — they  were  all  fine  men,  and  had  an^ 
fered  particularly  during  the  siege;   3,  the  forty-third  regi- 
ment, also  fine  soldiers ;  4,  the  seventeenth  regiment,  whioh 
had  sufiercd  a  good  deal ;  5,  the  twenty-third  regiment,  also 
weak  in  men  ;  6,  the  eightieth  regiment,  still  pretty  strong ; 
^,  the  seventy-sixth  regiment,  or  the  '  Green  Scotch,'  a  very 
strong  corps ;  8,  the  seventy-first  regiment,  '  White  Scotch,* 
not  strong ;  9,  a  body  of  South  Carolinian  militiamen,  called 
*  Volunteers ;'  1 0,  the  '  Royal  American  Rangers,'  consisting 
of  six  companies;  11,  a  regiment  of  light  horse,  or  £nglish 
light  dragoons,  numbering  from  five  to  six  hundred  men ;  12, 
two  companies  of  English  artillery,  each  of  sixty  men,  inclad* 
ing  the.  engineers;  13,  a  number  of  English  'pioneers,'  or 
carpenters  and  bridge-builders ;  14,  the  maiines  and  seamen, 
including  all  men  belongiifg  to  the  naval  service.   These  may 
be  set  down  at  fourteen  hundred  men. 

^'  The  Gorman  troops  made  prisoners  of  war  were :  1,  the 
Hessian  regiment '  Piince  Royal,'  once  strong,  but  now  a  great 
sufierer  from  death  and  desertion ;  2,  the  regiment  '  Yoa 
Bose,'  the  weakest  of  all,  having  suffered  the  heaviest  losses 
from  the  bomb  shells  and  caimon  balls  of  the  enemy ;  3,  the 
corps  of  artillery  belonging  to  these  two  regiments ;  4,  the 
Anspach  regiment.  Colonel  Von  Voit ;  and,  lastly,  the  Bay- 
reuthian  regiment,  Colonel  Von  Seybothen,  both  numbering 
about  nine  hundred  men,  and  having  had  about  forty  kiUed 
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and  wounded,  besides  losing  fifly  deserters.  There  was  also  a 
lyody  of  artillery  attached  to  these  regiments,  and  at  Glou- 
cester Point  stood  a  small  body  of  Hessian  and  Anspachian 
Tagers.  The  trophies  conquered  by  the  enemy  from  these 
lour  German  regiments  consisted  of  eighteen  beautiful  stand- 
ards and  eight  cannon. 

"  By  the  capitulation,  it  was  agi*eed  with  Lord  Goiiiwallis 
that  he  should  send  two  ships  with  a  secret  cargo  to  New 
York,  unmolested  and  without  search.  In  these  were  con- 
cealed many  of  the  light  infantry,  of  the  horse  guard,  rangers, 
tones  of  the  country,  besides  a  number  of  marines  and  sear 
men  ;  above  all,  however,  the  French  and  American  deserters 
who  had  joined  us  during  the  siege.  Lord  Oornwallis  him- 
self, and  Colonel  Tarleton,  embarked  on  board  these  ships  after 
the  surrender  of  the  fortress,  and  sailed  on  the  following  day 
for  New  York. 

"It  was  on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  of  October,  between 
the  hours  of  four  and  five  o'clock,  that  all  our  troops,  with 
arms  and  baggage,  standards  covered  bjit  drums  beating, 
marched  out  of  the  lines  and  of  the  whole  camp.  Brigadier 
O'Hara  commanded  at  the  surrender.  We  marched  on  the 
road  to  Williamsburg  in  platoons,  arms  shouldered,  through 
the  whole  army  of  the  enemy,  the  band  playing.  The  whole 
miited  army  of  the  French  and  Americans  was  marched  up  by 
regiments  in  parade.  In  front  of  each  regiment  were  their 
generals  and  staff  officers.  The  French,  who  formed  the  right 
wing,  had  sometimes  richly  dressed  '  heiducks'  (fancy  ser- 
vants) in  their  suite,  who,  being  very  tall  and  handsome  men, 
presented  quite  a  dazzling  appearance  in  their  gold  and  silver- 
laoed  liveries.  All  the  French  generals.  Count  De  Rocham- 
beau,  Marquis  De  Lafayette,  Count  De  Deiixponts,  and  Prince 
Do  Lucerne,  wore  glittering  stars  and  badges  of  military 
orders. 

"  On  the  right  wing  of  each  French  regiment  was  gor- 
geously paraded  a  rich  standard  of  white  silk,  with  three  golden 
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fieurs  de  Us  embroidered  on  it.  Beyond  these  standards  Bto>od 
the  drummers  and  fifers,  and  in  front  of  them  the  band,  whioh 
played  delightfally.  It  must  be  oonfessed  that  the  French 
troops,  altogether,  looked  very  well;  they  were  all  tall,  hand- 
some men.  They  all  wore  white  gaiters ;  a  part  of  them  were 
clad  in  red,  some  also  in  green ;  most  of  them,  however,  were 
in  white  regimentals.  The  German,  or  Alsaeian  regiments  had 
blue  regimentals. 

^'  The  left  wing  of  the  line  through  which  we  had  to  march 
was  formed  of  the  Americans ;  in  front  of  them  their  generals, 
Washington,  Gates,  Steuben,  and  Wayne.  They  were  pa- 
raded in  three  lines,  the  first  composed  of  the  regulars,  who 
had  also  a  band,  playing  moderately  well.  They  looked  pass- 
able, but  the  militia  from  Virginia  and  Maryland,  forming  the 
second  and  third  lines,  were  but  a  ragged  set  of  fellows,  and 
very  ill-looking. 

"  We,  now  prisoners  of  war,  stared  with  amazement  at  all 
these  troops,  parading  thei'c  in  lines  three  ranks  deep.  Wo 
were  quite  astonished  at  the  immense  number  of  our  besiegers, 
perceiving  well  that,  compared  with  such  a  formidable  army, 
we  were  little  more  than  a  mere  guard,  and  that  they  were 
strong  enough  to  have  eaten  us  up  to  tlie  last  man. 

"  The  lines  of  both  armies  extended  nearly  two  miles  in 
length.  Think  only  of  an  army  of  forty  thousand  men,  al- 
though drawn  up  in  two  lines  three  ranks  deep,  what  space  it 
must  cover!  Our  small  number  quite  puzzled  the  enemy; 
they  had  believed  we  were  much  stronger. 

"  After  having  passed  through  the  lines  of  the  armies,  we 
turned  at  the  right  upon  a  large  plain  Held  or  flat,  where  a  squad- 
ron of  French  hussars  had  formed  a  circle.  One  regiment  after 
the  other  had  to  march  into  this  circle,  to  lay  down  muskets 
and  all  other  arras.  Wlicn  our  colonel,  Baron  Seybothen,  had 
marched  his  regiment  into  the  circle,  he  had  us  drawn  up  in  a 
line,  stepped  in  front  of  it,  and  commanded  first,  *  Pres4^nt 
arms  I'  and  then,  '  Lay  down  arms  I'  *  Put  off  swords  and  car 
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ttidge  boxes !'  while  tears  ran  down  his  cheeks ;  most  of  us 
"WTere  weeping  like  him. 

^  All  the  officers  of  the  English  army  were  allowed  to  keep 
their  swords,  the  English  as  well  as  the  Germans.  This  was 
done  for  military  honor's  sake,  at  the  instance  of  the  French, 
with  whom  this  is  the  custom.  All  the  generals  and  superior 
cxfficers  of  the  enemy  were  present  in  the  circle.  They  showed 
much  interest  towards  the  capitulating  troops,  and  above  all 
they  seemed  pleased  by  the  good  condition  and  discipline  of 
our  two  regiments. 

^'  When  all  was  over,  we  had  to  march  again  through  the 
two  lines  of  the  allied  armies  to  return  to  our  camp,  but  this  was 
"done  in  utter  silence,  and  without  further  incumbrance,  as  the 
poor  equipage  which  we  carried  in  our  knapsacks  was  all  we 
possessed.  All  the  courage  and  spirit,  which  at  other  times 
animate  a  corps  of  soldiers,  were  extinguished,  the  more  so  as 
on  this  our  return  march  the  American  pait  of  our  conquerors 
jeered  at  us  very  insultingly. 

'*  We  were  again  quaitered  in  our  lines  and  tents,  enjoy- 
ing, however,  full  liberty  to  walk  anywhere  in  the  lines,  as 
well  as  in  the  city.  And  I  must  say  that  the  French  behaved 
very  well  towards  us.  They  were  altogether  kind  and  oblig- 
ing. But  the  Amencans,  with  the  exception  of  their  officers, 
were  strictly  forbidden  to  come  within  our  lines,  or  even  to 
enter  the  city.  The  French  grenadiers,  who  occupied  all  our 
lines,  did  not  allow  any  of  the  American  militia  to  approach  us, 
feaiiug,  as  they  were  at  all  times  much  addicted  to  plunder, 
they  might  not  forget  to  rob  us  also,  or  to  make  mischief^  as 
was  their  custom. 

*' During  the  20th  of  October  we  remained  in  our  camp  in 
order  to  recover  a  little  from  the  hardships  and  many  sleepless 
nights  which  we  had  gone  through  during  the  siege,  and  to 
be  better  prepared  for  the  march  before  us. 

"  The  French  officers  and  seamen  visited  to-day  the  con- 
qaered  English  vessels,  hoisted  the  French  flag,  and  took  the 
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£D£^h  colors  down.  Tho  Amerioans,  on  thdr  ade,  plmled 
a  high  standard  in  Yorktown,  upon  tho  ^  water  battery.'  There 
are  thirteen  stripes  in  their  flag,  a  sjmbol  of  the  thirteen  States 
forming  the  free  North  American  ^  United  States.'  A  part  <tt 
the  French  and  American  troops  left  also  to-day  for  Willianyh 
barg. 

*'The  21st  of  October,  a  Sunday,  was  the  day  when  we 
left  Yorktown,  and  commenced  the  march  into  captivity.'' 

After  the  capture  of  Yorktown,  the  superior  officers  of  the 
allied  army  vied  with  each  other  in  acts  of  civility  and  atten- 
tion to  the  captive  Britons.  Lord  Comwallis  and  his  &mily 
were  particularly  distinguished.  Entertainments  were  given 
in  succession  by  all  the  major  generals,  with  the  exception  of 
Baron  Steuben.  He  alone  withheld  an  invitation,  not  from 
a  wish  to  be  particular,  nor  that  his  heari  was  closed  to  the 
attentions  due  to  misfortune.  Ilis  soul  was  suj>erior  to  preju- 
dice, and,  as  a  soldier,  he  tenderly  sympathized  in  their  fate  ; 
while  poverty  denied  the  means  of  displaying  that  liberality 
toward  them  which  had  been  shown  by  others.  Such  was  his 
situation  when,  calling  on  Colonel  Walter  Stewart  and  informing 
him  of  his  intention  to  entertain  the  British  commander-in-chief^ 
he  requested  that  he  would  advance  him  a  sum  of  money  as  the 
price  of  his  favorite  charger.  "  'T  is  a  good  beast,"  said  the 
baron,  "  and  has  proved  a  faithful  servant  through  all  the  dan* 
gei*s  of  the  war ;  but,  though  painful  to  my  heart,  we  must 
part."  Colonel  Stewart,  to  prevent  a  step  that  he  knew  must 
be  attended  with  great  loss,  and  still  greater  inconvenience, 
immediately  tendered  his  purse,  recommending,  should  the 
sum  it  contained  prove  insufficient,  the  sale  or  pledge  of  his 
watch.  "  My  dear  friend,"  said  the  baron,  "  't  is  already  sold. 
Poor  North  was  sick  and  wanted  necessaries.  He  is  a  brave 
fellow,  and  possesses  the  best  of  hearts.  The  trifle  it  brought 
is  set  apart  for  his  use.  My  horse  must  go — so  no  more,  I 
beseech  you,  to  turn  me  from  my  purpose.  I  am  a  major 
general  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  my  private 
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oonvenieQce  must  not  be  put  in  tbo  scale  with  the  duty  which 
my  rank  calls  upon  mo  imperiously  to  perform."* 

The  capture  of  Lord  Cornwallis  closed  the  campaign,  and 
the  allied  armies  returned  to  the  Hudson.  Among  the  Ameri- 
can generals,  whom  the  commander-in-chief  particularly  named 
in  the  orders  issued  the  day  after  the  capitulation,  was  Steu- 
ben, with  Generals  Lincoln,  Knox,  Lafayette,  and  Duportail. 

*  Alexander  Garden :  Auecdotes  of  the  Revolutionary  War  in  Amoricai. 
GharleBton,  1822,  p.  342. 
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CHAPTER    XXII. 

BmrBuli  RBLATioas  with  tqb  Btatb  or  Virginia  Asm  Latatitts.— Thb  lorn  or 

TBI  MAOASIKSa  AT  TUK  PoiNT  OT  FORK  MADB  A  PRimCZT  FOB  AH  ATTACK  AOAOIR 
BIX.— lIlB  ENEBOY  and  IIONRSTT  MADB  UIM  MASfY  EXEMIBt. — RBBOLUTIOIfB  OW  tU 
LbOULATUBR  against  StEUHEX.— TkBNANT    and    WaLKBB    WBITR    TO    HIM    ABOST 

TUB  Suspicion  baisrd  against  iiim. — WAsnisGTON  thinks  an  Inqpibt  thb  wmt 
Wat  or  bbtdtino  tub  Cuaroks  against  Stkuben. — Obbbxb'b  Lettkb.— Kth 
Lafatbttb  in  Favob  or  Steuben. — The  Latter  writes  to  IIabbison  and  Nbi^ 
BON  to  get  ms  Conduct  in  Vibginia  ofpiciallt  examined. — Notbino  n  DONftr- 
Btbubbn's  Relations  to  LArATETTE.— Lafayette  intbioued  against  Steuiei 

WHEN  HE  COMMENCED  TO  I>IS<UPLINE  TIIE  ARMT.— PbOBABLE  RrASONS  FOB  THB  DlT* 
rEBBNCES     BETWEEN    THEM.— LaFAYETTE,    FOB    FOUTICAL    MOTIVEH,    APPOINTED  At 

Commandbr-in-Chikf   in  Virginia. — Stecbrn  obeys  his  Ordkbs  wiruorT  Dn- 

PCTE.— LaFATETTR'S  SrLF-OlORIFIOATION.  — LaFAYETTB  of  GREAT  POLITICAL  BCT 
HOT  OF  MILITARY  IMPORTANCE  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. — lIlS   CONDITT   IN    AMERICA 

AND  IN  Europe.— IIr  is  the  oocntrbfeit  Washington.— His  Relations  to 
Napoleon,  the  Restoration,  and  Loum  Philip. — Struoen  owns  eveby  thdto 
TO  HIS  personal  Valuk.,  and  works  his  Way  Step  by  Step. — His  Sacrifices  fob 
THE  American  Cause  compared  with  TuasE  or  Lafayette. — Tub  Mrehb  op 
both  Men  in  Reference  to  tub  American  Independence. 

BEFORE  following  Steuben  to  the  North,  it  is  necessary 
to  examine  the  nature  of  the  relations  in  which  he  stood 
to  the  government  of  Virginia,  as  well  as  to  the  Marquis  De 
Lafayette,  while  commanding  and  acting  in  that  State. 

It  is  chiefly  on  account  of  the  misconceptions  as  to  these 
relations  that,  regardless  of  the  merits  of  the  case,  Steuben  has 
often  been  assailed  and  condemned.  For  the  true  apprecia- 
tion of  the  matter,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  facts  is  indis- 
pensable, and  we  consider  it  to  be  an  act  of  justice,  due  as  well 
to  history  as  to  Steuben,  to  detail  them  here,  uninfluenced  by 
party  bias  or  personal  prepossession ;  the  more  so,  as  not  a 
word  of  defense  has  been  spoken  in  favor  of  Steuben,  and  as 
even  those  who  appreciate  his  services  take  all  these  charges 
against  him  for  granted. 

We  have  seen,  in  the  preceding  chapters,  how  the  exag- 
gerated loss  of  the  stores  at  the  Point  of  Fork  was  taken  for 
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m  pretext  by  the  enemies  of  Steuben  to  assail  and  vilify  him 
It  is  a  high  though  indirect  testimony  to  the  value  and  ability 
of  the  man,  that,  for  more  than  six  months,  they  could  not 
find  any  vulnerable  point  on  which  to  attack  him,  and  that 
they  were  forced  either  to  calumniate  him  behind  his  back,  or 
when  he  was  on  the  point  of  quitting  the  State. 

It  was  inevitable  that  the  disinterested  energy  with  which 
Steuben  performed  his  duty  in  Vir^nia  should  make  him  many 
enemies  there,  and  that  the  State  authorities  should  likewise 
become  greatly  irritated  against  him.  The  preceding  chap- 
ters contain  the  convincing  proof  of  either  the  inability  or  of 
'the  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  provide  for 
the  defense  of  the  State,  while  Steuben  exerted  himself  to  the 
utmost  to  save  as  much  as  possible.  But  Ids  fault  was  that  he 
called  things  by  their  right  names,  and  that,  when  he  did  not 
find  the  same  sense  of  duty  in  others,  he  never  withheld  his 
censure.  As  he  was  a  foreigner,  people  very  often  resented  his 
jost  reproaches  as  an  insult.  Lafayette,  who  caught  at  every 
thing  that  he  supposed  could  exalt  himself,  against  lus  will  be- 
stows the  loudest  prabe  on  Steuben,  in  writing,  on  the  23d 
of  May,  1 781,  to  Alexander  Hamilton,*  that  he  is  glad  that 
Steuben  goes,  as  the  hatred  of  the  Virginians  to  him  was  truly 
hurtful  to  the  service.  Steuben  himself  knew  perfectly  well 
this  state  of  feeling  and  of  public  prejudice,  and  for  this  rea- 
son, almost  from  the  moment  of  his  entering  on  his  duties  in 
Virginia,  wished  to  join  Greene. 

Steuben  himself  enumerates  nine  reasons  for  the  irritation  ot 
the  Virginia  government  against  himself^  namely,  that  he  insisted 
most  earnestly  on  the  completion  of  the  Virginia  line,  according 
to  the  plan  fixed  by  Congress  ;  that  he  remonstrated  agdnst 
the  bad  rules  and  habits  of  the  militia ;  that  he  was  utterly 
dissatisfied  with  the  behavior  of  the  so-called  volunteers ;  that 
he  did  not  consent  to  the  scandalous  plundering  of  an  English 
flag-ship,  on  which  occasion  the  militia  officers  acted  with  such 
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flagrant  dbregard  of  all  Anbordination,  and  in  snoh  opsn  w^ 
lation  of  the  law  of  nations  and  the  honor  of  the  coontrj, 
that  they  even  intercepted  Stenben's  letters,  and  treated  him 
AS  a  saspiciouB  character ;  that  he  wanted,  in  the  hoar  of  need, 
some  three  hundred  recruits,  to  do  service  in  the  line  instead 
of  in  the  militia ;  that  ho  loudly  disapproved  of  the  negligence  ^s 
and  waste  manifested  in  the  different  departments.    Thus,  for  -w 

example,  the  best  artillery  was  under  the  direction  of  a  col J 

onel  whom  Steuben  had  never  seen,  as  he  was  traveling 
surveyor  in  the  upper  country.    The  head  of  the  corps  of 
engineers  was  an  old,  habitually  drunken  fellow.    The 
ment  of  war  was  managed  by  a  bankrupt  Scotch  merchan 
who  was  always  in  the  company  of  abandoned  women,  an' 
who  had  neither  knowledge  nor  application.  The  quarter>m: 
tor  general  was  at  the  same  time  prison  warden,  and  a  good-for 
nothing  follow.     Being  compelled  to  derive  his  resources  from 
such  men,  Steuben  got  an  insight  into  their  vileness  and  d 
pravity,  and  complained  of  their  unfitness.    All  this  created 
enemies  against  him  with  the  government  and  with  the  follow — 
ers  of  these  men.    That  he  complained  of  the  want  of  repair 
of  the  arms,  of  which,  for  instance,  six  thousand  were  made 
unserviceable  by  throwing  them  in  disorder  into  a  salt-houso 
and  other  wet  places ;  that  he  reproached  the  government, 
it  had  not  provided  a  single  saddle  and  cartridge-box  during 
the  whole  campaign,  notwithstanding  Steuben's  repeated  appli- 
cations from  the  time  he  entered  the  State,  and  finally  that  he 
had  a  quarrel  with  the  goveraor  at  the  time  of  the  expedition 
ngiunst  Portsmouth,  when  the  latter  answered  him  that  he 
could  not  furnish  any  lead  or  balls,  as  the  veins  in  the  mines 
Inid  been  lost,  while  Steuben  proved  that  the  govei'nment  was 
unwilling  to  comply  with  his  request,  as  with  due  diligence 
and  care  sufiicient  lead  could  be  obtained. 

Nothing  could  be  said  against  this ;  but  in  all  such  cases 
the  naked  truth  always  hurts,  and  therefore  Steuben's  frank- 
ness met  with  a  very  bad  reception.     Steuben  by  his  xeal  in 


tiie  discharge  of  his  duties  provoked  the  petty  vetigeanoe 
lurking  affainat  biin  ;  but  iluriiijf  this  whole  winter  no  occasion 
furnished  itself  to  give  vent  to  it, 

Steuben's  retreat  from  the  I'uiiit  of  Fork  hovever  fiinushed 
the  welcome  pretext  for  an  open  altaek.     The  State  AsMiuUf 
/i^issed  a  resohition  reqiiosting  Laliiyette  to  require  an  explana> 
tioii  fi-om  the  officers  undor  bis  command,  relatire  to  iJie  Iom 
of  the  stores  at  the  Point,     "  I  am  sorry  to  soe,"  writes  Ter- 
siant,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1781,  to  Steuben,*  "that  yoii  b^m 
enemies  in  Virgiciu,  and  even  men  whom  I  would  never  hsve 
expected  to  be  such;  but  as  they  know  my  attachment  for 
^■ou  they  do  not  make  me  any  conlidential  commnnication."    - 
"I  saw  Temant,"  writes  B.  Walker,  on  the  18th  of  Au- 
gust, lTm,to  Steuben,!  "  this  morning,  and  explained  liili; 
-VJie  affair  of  the  atorea  being  lost,  as  1  did  also  to  General  Vwv 
^luin,     Thoy  both  saw  the  affair  in  quite  another  light  to  what 
St  had  been  roprescntet:!.    In  fact,  Irom  the  clamor  they  have 
mode  about  this  affair,  many  pt^ople,  [  believe,  imaged  it  iO' 
duded  all  the  stores  which  the  enemy  have  taken  ordestroyod  ' 
ill  Virginia." 

"  Baron  Steuben,"  writes  Washington,  on  the  6lh  of  Octo- 
ber, ITSl,  to  Greene,^  "from  the  warmth  of  his  temper,  haa 
got  di^greeably  involved  with  the  State,  and  an  inquiry  into 
part  of  his  conduct  must  one  day  take  place,  both  for  hia  own 
honor  and  ihoir  satisfaction," 

XoiwitliHtandiiig  bis  endeavors  to  get  this  inquiry  made^ 
it  nevur  took  place.  Steuben,  however,  took  all  the  nece» 
sary  steps  which  might  enable  him  to  justify  his  course.  Ha 
wrote  to  Greene  and  Lafayette,  who  both  expressed  their 
^|irob(ition  of  his  operations  Biiice  he  hod  been  in  Virginia. 
"Your  letter,"  answers  Greene,  on  the  17th  of  September, 
i;b],§  "  of  the  13th  of  August,  gives  me  most  sensible  pain. 
I  iuu  sorry  that  a  wind  so  zealous  and  intent  in  promoting  the 

•  SWubca  M3.  Pnppfa,  vol.  viiL 
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paUic  good  should  hu  subject  to  chagrin  and  mortificaUou  fiV-l 
iu  well  meant  ondcuvors.  But  let  mo  beg  of  you,  my  d«ar  I 
baron,  not  to  feel  too  sensibly  the  illlboral  attacks  of  a  r 
guided  populace.  Merit  is  often  vailed  for  a.  time,  and  1 
best  intentions  subject  to  partial  censure,  and  this  more  fre- 
quently in  republicsn  governments  than  any  others.  But  it. 
rarely  ever  happens  that  a  man  of  worth  ia  long  without  hia  re- 
ward ;  for  though  society  may  mistake  for  a  time,  men  arc  gei>- 
erally  willing  to  retract  and  approve  when  properly  infortneil. 
And  I  am  so  confident  of  the  propriety  of  your  conduct  antf 
the  justice  of  the  people,  that  I  have  not  the  least  donbt  yo« 
will  SCO  this  verilied  in  your  case." 

La&yette,  soon  alter  his  dispute  with  Steuben,  in  the 
trenches  of  Yorktown,  could  not  avoid  coufirmiiig  Greene's 
testimony. 

"I  have  been  honored,"  said  he  in  his  letter  of  the  26tJi 
of  October,  1781,*  "with  your  letter  of  this  date,  inclosing 
one  from  General  Greene.  The  high  terms  in  which  be 
speaks,  particularly  ou  the  object  you  allude  to,  are  certainly 
sufficient  for  your  satisfaction,  so  that  I  would  think  it  need' 
leas  tor  me  to  add  any  thing  to  an  opinion  for  which  I  have 

the  highest  veneration I  will,  therefore,  only  speak 

of  what  can  be  supposed  to  have  come  under  my  immediate 
cognizance, 

"In  the  beginning  of  the  campiugn  I  considered  yon  and 
the  new  levies  as  belonging  to  the  Carolina  army.  The  letters 
in  which  General  Greene  and  myself  were  positive  for  your 
joining  me  have  been  intercepted  by  the  enemy.  Lord  Corn- 
wullts'  intention  (as  I  have  since  still  more  particularly  aa- 
oerttuned)  was  to  maneuver  me  from  a  junction  with  Wayne. 
His  endeavors  were  vain,  but  his  movements  towards  oar 
etoi'es  threw  me,  for  a  little  time,  at  a  pretty  great  distance 
from  the  enemy.  The  account  yon  received  was  given  by 
]U:ijor  Call,  whom  I  had  requested  to  watch  in  that  quarter 
•  Steuben  MS.  Pi^jora,  vn!.  viii 


moliomi  of  Lord  Gomwallis.    Year  moTements  ai  that 
must  have  been  direoted  by  the  mtelligenoe  yon 
wed,  aftd  what  you  oonceived  to  be  General  Greene's 
intentions.    I  was  happy  in  yoar  reunion  with  me,  and  I 
tlmik  it  determined  Lord  Comwallis  to  a  speedy  evacuation 
<if  Richmond.    Let  me  add  that  during  all  the  time  we  ^^rved 
together  I  have  been  so  well  satisfied  with  your  assistance, 
ihat  I  was  only  sorry  your  health  forced  you  to  leave  the 
nrmy,  where  your  experience  and  exertions  were  so  useful. 
Should  I  have  forgotten  any  thing  that  might  add  to  your 
aatisfimtion  I  will  spare  no  pains  to  convince  you  of  the  senti- 
ments I  profess  for  you.'' 

Nothing,  however,  was  done  in  the  matter,  by  the  State, 
which  Steuben  wished  to  get  settled  before  his  departure  for 
the  North.  "  As  my  duty,"  he  wrote  from  Williamsburg  on 
the  Ist  of  November,  1781,  to  Govenior  Nelson,*  "at  present 
calls  me  northward,  I  can  not  quit  this  State  without  asking 
your  Excellency  to  inform  me,  by  an  official  letter,  if  govern- 
ment have  any  complaint  against  me  since  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  serving  in  Virginia,  that  if  there  should  be  any  I  may 
justify  myself  before  my  departure.  A  reputation  acquired 
during  twenty-seven  years'  service  authorizes  me  in  this  point 
of  delicacy." 

Steuben  received  no  answer  to  this  letter,  and  as  he  wanted 
an  opportunity  to  justify  himself  not  only  to  the  State  of 
Virginia  but  to  the  world  in  general,  he  finally  applied  to 
General  Harrison  for  a  definite  reply.  "  I  could  but  be,"  said 
he  on  the  13th  of  December,  1781,t  "exceedingly  hurt  by  the 
implied  censure  passed  on  me  by  the  resolve  of  the  Assembly. 
The  State  of  Virginia  had  before  honored  me  with  a  particular 
mark  of  esteem,  and  conscious  that  I  had  exerted  my  utmost 
to  deserve  it,  I  was  unwilling  to  leave  the  State  before  I  had 
fully  justified  my  conduct.  I  accordingly  wrote  to  Governor 
Nelson,  desiring  him  to  acquaint  me  with  the  nature  of  any 
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cotnplutnt  ike  State  m-.iy  have  agoiust  ms,  but  never  reoei*«d 
U)  Htiswer.  I  muBt,  tliorofurc,  repeat  the  same  request  to  you, 
sir.  Colonel  Davies,  Geuei'al  Lawson  and  Coiouel  Meade  wiH 
be  my  w-itnessea  as  to  the  propriety  of  my  conduct  At  tlie 
Point  of  Fork.'' 

"The  resolutions  of  the  last  Assembly,"  answered  Speaker 
Harrison  on  the  28th  of  December,  1781,*  "respecting 
loss  of  the  stores  at  the  Point  of  Fork,  were  sent  to  the 
Marquis  Ue  Lafayette,  who  informed  the  present  Assembly, ' 
by  letter,  that  be  had  been  too  much  engaged  to  cuter  on  the' 
inquiry,  for  which  be  begged  their  excuse.  There  the  mstter 
refits,  and  I  dare  say  wil!  not  he  again  tnkco  ap." 

It  was,  therefore,  not  the  fault  of  Steuben  when  the  matter ' 
thus  rested.  It  is  only  another  proof  of  Its  not  having  been 
near  so  dangerous  as  they  had  tried  to  make  it.  They  were 
glad  to  have  found  a  plausible  pretext  in  the  inacti\  ity  of  Lk- 
fkyetto  for  letting  the  accusation  drop. 

As  regards  Lafayette,  we  remember  that  in  Fcbrnary, 
1781,  when  Washington  expected  the  capture  of  Portsmontb, 
ho  was  appointed,  over  the  head  of  Steuben,  to  the  chief  com- 
mand in  Virginia.  Up  to  that  time  they  had  little  to  do  with 
each  other.  Except  a  letter  which  Lafayette  wrote  on  the 
12th  of  March,  1778,  during  the  Conway  cabal,  to  Steuben  m 
the  noble  character  of  Washington,  the  Steuben  Papers  and 
Lafayette's  Memoirs  contain  no  written  evidence  of  a  friendly 
intcrcoarse  between  them.  But  a  few  months  later  La&yette, 
with  the  Grenerals  Lee  and  Mifflin,  is  at  tho  head  of  the  officers 
who  intrigue  agdust  Steuben's  reforms  hi  the  army,  and  who 
succeed  in  OTcrthrowing  the  hardly-commenced  new  order  of 
things.  Why  La&yette  aided  with  this  clique  is  not  qnite  a{^ 
parent,  as,  according,  to  bis  seniority,  he  stood  above  Ste» 
ben.  A  poutive  interest  is  not  likely  to  have  instigated  him, 
as  he,  as  well  as  every  other  intelligent  of&eer,  was  bound  to 
acknowledge  the  evil  consequences  of  the  existing  diaord*^. 
■  SlenboD  US.  Fapera,  voL  Tiii- 
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^llierafinre  aeenifl  diat  Lafayette  either  was  afraid  of  Steubeii^i 
gPQwiotg  iDfiaenoe,  and  saw  in  him  a  dangerons  competitor,  or 
tluH  in  his  catching  at  popularity,  which  never  quitted  him 
vitil  his  death,  he  made  common  cause  with  the  other  offi- 


Oocasional  remarks  of  Steuben's  aides,  as  Walker  and 
North,  show  that  they,  as  well  as  their  general,  thought  very 
indifferently  of  La&yette's  military  abilities.  Steubon  himself 
here  and  there  says  that  he  did  not  like  Lalayette,  and  that  he 
was  often  shocked  at  the  young  man's  unbounded  vanity  and 
hie  thirst  for  glory,  which  went  so  far  as  to  claim  for  its  own  sat- 
ii&ction  the  merits  and  deeds  of  others.  If  we  consider,  in 
addition  to  this,  the  difference  in  the  age,  and  consequently  in 
the  Yiews,  of  the  two  men,  the  one  being  a  plain,  matter-of- 
&m  Prussian  soldier,  the  other  a  thoroagb,  yonng  and  aspiring 
Frenchman,  we  will  easily  understand  the  want  of  mutual  at- 
traction between  them.  Besides  these  individual  differences  of 
eharacter,  taste,  and  objects  in  life,  there  were  political  consid- 
erations, which  giving  Lafayette  greater  prominence,  tended 
to  alienate  them  from  each  other  even  more  than  nature  had 
done,  and  accorded  to  the  one  especially  a  preeminent  impor- 
tance,  while  it  threw  the  other  undeservedly  into  the  backgi'ound. 

When  it  was  an  ascertained  fact  that  the  French  fleet  was 
to  cooperate  with  the  American  forces  against  Portsmouth, 
Washington  acted  very  wisely  in  giving  the  chief  command 
of  them  to  La&yette.  His  appointment  was  a  compliment 
paid  to  a  powerful  ally,  on  whose  good  will,  jast  in  that  emer- 
gency, so  much  depended,  and  he,  of  course,  could  not  care  for 
hurting  the  feelings  of  another,  however  meritorious  officer, 
whoee  brevet  of  major  general  was  of  more  recent  date,  and 
who  had  no  political  influence.  ''  There  was  a  necessity,'* 
laye  Washington,*  ^^for  sending  a  general  officer  with  the  de- 
taehment  hence ;  and  political  considerations,  as  it  was  to  be 
a  combined  operation  depending  upon  critical  circumstances 

*  Waahington's  Wriduga,  viiL,  17. 


nith  the  French  land  and  eea  force,  pointed  to  the  Miir 
De  Lafayette."    It  was  of  course  not  at  all  dcRirable  for  Slo 
ben  to  leav^  the  stage  just  at  the  momcDt  wbco  the  last  ft 
was  being  played,  and  after  he  hnd,  with  inde&tigable  e 
and  endless  tronble,  prepared  every  thing  for  a  successful  ( 
suit.     Ho  was,  on  the  other  hand,  too  good  an  oflic 
obey  at  once,  and  submit,  without  complaint,  to  the  ordti 
of  the  commander-in-chief.    Thus  he  formed  an  honorable  « 
ception  to  the  general  rule  in  the  American  army,  where  tJ 
insubordination  of  the  superior  officers  prevailed ;  where  e 
colonels  {for  instance  Nenville)  refused  to  obey  a  major  | 
eral ;  where  newly-rippoiated  major  generals,  like  SmnIln-o< 
prefeiTod  to  retire  rather  than  put  themselves,  notwitliotandi^ 
the  express  orders  of  the  general-in-chief,  under  the  comini 
of  their  senior  officer.    Steuben  never  complained  to  Washing^' 
ton,  and  only  In  his  private  letters  to  Greene  alluded  to  th« 
mortification  of  Lis  being  superseded  in  the  command,  but  lie 
aays,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  would  not  in  the  least  relax 
bis  zeal.    In  this  reaiicct,  also,  he  showed  himself  a  model  of 
an  old  soldier,  and  the  worthy  disciple  of  the  greatest  com- 
mander of  his  ago. 

It  was,  therefore,  not  so  much  on  account  of  his  appoini' 
ment,  as  on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  Lafayette  exO' 
cised  the  powers  confciTed  on  him,  that  misundersttuidings 
and  difl'erences  between  Iiim  and  Steuben  did  away  with  the 
good  feeling  which  subsisted  between  them  at  the  bogiimlng. 
Lafeyette  was  too  young  and  inespoiienced,  and  too  greedy 
Hit  glory  and  show,  to  possess  the  necessary  coolness  and  in^ 
(Ntriiality  essentiil  to  the  due  peiformanco  of  his  function!, 
and  inborn  with  great  generals  like  Washington  and  Greene^ 
Ho  supposed  himself  to  be  nlono  competent  to  perform  the 
task  intrusted  to  him,  and  imagined  that  he  gave  convinciiig 
praat  of  his  own  ability  by  criticising  and  finding  fault  v'rth 
•very  thing  that  otbeis  hnd  done. 
P'<      'HtDe  ho  writes  a  few  days  after  he  bad  arrived  io  Vir  _ 
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po&v*  that  the  enemy's  vorka  had  not  been  reconnoitered  bj 
Bteaben,  and  that  he  thought  it  necessary  to  see  with  his  own 
•JOB ;  bat  he  oonld  not  yet  appreciate  the  reasons  which  had 
ynrented  Stenben  from  examining  the  works,  and  at  the  end 
Xra&yette  himself  did  not  execute  his  purpose.  On  the  other 
band  he  did  nothing,  and  as  all  the  necesaary  airangements 
had  been  previously  made  by  Steuben,  in  which  even  Lafay- 
ette did  not  propose  any  alteration,  his  silence  must  be  taken 
ftr  ^provsl,  and  his  dutjea  were,  therefore,  confined  to  those 
vt  a  mere  looker  on.  To  Hamilton  he  wrote,  on  the  23d  of 
Ilfi^,  1781  :f  "  It  I>ecanie  my  duty  to  arrange  the  departments, 
wliioh  I  fonnd  in  the  greatest  confudon  and  relaxation ;"  and 
to  tiie  general-in -chief  he  reported,  that  no  departments  ex- 
iated  at  the  time  of  his  airival,  and  that  he  had  to  establish 
tiwm,  Aude  from  the  contradiction  coutiuned  in  his  own 
Tords,  the  yonng  marquis  forgot  that  all  that  coald  be  done 
%u  already  done,  that  the  departments  were  organized  by 
Steuben  and  bis  assistants,  that  he  depended  entirely  on  him 
Jbr  information  and  advice,  and  that  at  the  same  time  he  wrote 
to  Steuben  in  the  politest  terms  to  assist  him,  as  without  him 
he  would  not  be  ahle  to  perform  hU  duties.  In  lact,  all  he  did 
was  to  change  the  officers  with  questionable  judgment.  La- 
&yette  possessed,  in  a  high  degree,  the  talent  of  coloring  and 
grouping,  or,  as  the  French  say,  arranging  fiiots.  When 
Steaben  left  him  to  join  Greene,  bo  wrote  to  Washington : 
**He  baron  is  to  leave  me  with  the  Virginia  troops;  Phillips, 
villi  his  whole  force  joined  with  Arnold,  is  opposite  to  me ; 
Oomwallis  iu  full  march  from  Ilillsborongh ;  it  is  too  much,  my 
dear  general,  three  armies  against  the  little  force  nnder  my 
oommand."  AH  these  facts  were  true  in  one  sense,  but  they 
were  not  so  in  the  sense  that  the  marquis  wished  them  to  be 
nnderstood.    "My  entering  this  State,"^  wrote  Lafayette,  on 
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the  29th  of  July,  1781,  to  Washington,  "was  hapiMlj-  mar'ked 
by  a  service  to  tlie  cnpita] ;.  Oornwallis  had  the  disgrace  of  % 
retreat,:"  the  aaniB  Curawollis  who  had  driven  Lafayette  more 
than  two  hundred  miles  before  hiiu  in  rapid  retreat,  and  after- 
wai-d,  for  quite  otlier  reasons  than  the  formidablcacss  of  La&y- 
etle,  retired  to  the  lower  country. 

We  will  give  one  more  instnnee  of  the  boastful  and  timi- 
gnnt  charaeter  of  the  French  lieutenant,  suddenly  sprung  into 
a  general  officer.  As  Lafayette  was  under  the  impression  thai 
the  theater  of  war  would  bo  transferred  from  Virginia  to  New 
York,  he  asked  a  command  under  Waahington.  "  The  war  in 
this  State,"  he  saj-s,  "  would  then  become  a  plundering  one^ 
and  gi'eatm.ineiivors  would  be  out  of  the  question.  Apnident 
oHiccr  would  do  our  Ijusiness  here,  and  the  baron  is  no  to  tho 
utmost ;  should  the  en  cmy  remain  quiet  in  this  State,  Stenbeo 
might  do  very  well.""  Tliia  eelf-aufBciency  is  really  admin- 
ble,  and  gives  a  better  clue  to  Lafayette's  chai-actor  than  alt 
Ilia  mcnioii-a  taken  together.  There  is  nothing  citraordinary 
iu  Lafayette  having  conceived  the  idea  that  his  experience  at 
a  subordinate  officer  iu  the  French  army,  and  as  a  dangler  is 
drawing-rooms  and  saluotis,  was  superior  to  that  of  a  man 
who  had  spent  his  entire  lito  in  active  military  Ber%ice,  and 
bad  won  conBiderable  distinction  on  hard  fought  fields  andtt 
the  ablest  and  most  distinguished  captaius  of  any  country  <tt 
age.  But  it  is  extraordinary  that  the  American  people  should 
aooord  him  any  such  superiority,  or  that  they  should  fail  to  bm 
th:it,  while  politically  Lafayette's  accession  to  the  American 
ofiuae  was  of  vast  impoitance,  in  a  military  point  of  tiow  a 
great  many  foreign  officers  were  immeasurably  8U|ierior  to  tiro 
marquis.  His  subsequent  career,  and  his  vi^t  to  the  Unttod 
Stales,  oontributod  considerably  to  increase  the  popular  entfan- 
la't&m  and  rcgai-d  for  him.  Enveloped  in  a  certain  romantie 
mist,  he  is  remembered  iu  this  country  as  one  of  the  gri»t«Et 
heroes  of  our  niodoin  times.  But  history  is  no  Fourth  of  Jut; 
•  llpi-oiuHonary  Correspondence,  ili.,  3G0. 
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^QVIrtioQ ;  and  duty  and  jnatioe  to  La&jette's  cotemporariea  who 
labored  with  him^  reqaire  that  his  position  in  the  American 
4nd  French  RevoIntioDs  shoold  be  presented  calmly  and  im- 
SiHially. 

,  In  the  first  place,  the  part  taken  by  La&yette  in  the  war 
of  independence  must  be  regarded  in  two  separate  points  of 
iriaw,  namely,  the  political  and  the  military.  So  &r  as  the 
^ocst  is  concerned,  it  is  impossible  to  form  too  high  an  estimate 
of  his  importance ;  indeed  it  may  be  said,  that  were  it  not  for 
Jnm  the  alliance  with  France  would  not  have  been  condaded, 
sod  that  in  the  crisis  of  the  war,  when  every  thing  depended 
on  prompt  and  sufficient  aid  in  arms  and  money,  the  United 
States  were  chiefly  indebted  to  his  negotiations  for  their  final 
•access.  In  consequence  of  his  family  connections  and  his 
relations  with  the  court  of  France,  Lafayette  was  the  most 
prominent  representative  of  that  bnlliant  host  of  French  noble- 
men who,  influenced  by  veterans  like  Yon  Kalb,  in  their  ha- 
tred of  Fngland,  and  their  new-fangled  enthusiasm  for  Rons- 
•ean's  imaginary  ideal  of  a  republic,  aided  in  bringmg  about 
the  participation  of  France  in  the  American  war.  La&yette 
owes  his  historical  prominence  and  his  honorable  place  in  the 
reoords  of  history  to  this  noble  enthusiasm  and  energetic  ac- 
tivity, while  his  deeds,  both  as  an  American  general  and  a  par- 
tidpator  in  the  French  Revolution  and  the  events  which  fol- 
lowed it,  are  not  only  undeserving  of  paiticular  mention,  but 
are  rather  calculated  to  detract  from  than  add  to  his  renown. 
La&yette  was  a  young  lieutenant  of  nineteen  years  of  age 
irhen  he  came  to  America  and  offered  his  services  to  Congress. 
That  he  had  no  military  experience,  and  could  have  had  none, 
is  perfectly  manifest.  So  far  as  military  capacity  was  concerned, 
the  most  obscure  French  captain  was  more  valuable  and  pre£> 
wMa  to  him ;  but  he  belonged  to  one  of  the  first  &milie8  of 
Fnmce.  From  the  first.  Congress  saw  the  great  political  value 
to  be  derived  indirectly  from  engaging  La&yette.  It  acted 
like  a  sharp  and  calculating  man  of  business  when  it  conferred 


on  him  the  highest  military  rank.  The  resolution  of  llio  31sl 
of  July,  1777,  points  out  so  clearly  the  motives  of  Ci>iigr«w«, 
that  fuither  [xnnment  is  UDnecussary. 

"  Wlierean,  The  Mai-quis  Do  Laf:iy«tte,  out  of  his  great 
zeal  to  the  causo  of  liberty,  in  which  the  United  States  ara 
engaged,  haa  left  liis  fiimily  and  connections,  and,  at  Lis  own 
espcnso,  come  over  to  offer  his  service  to  the  United  Stata^ 
without  pcnMOn  or  jKirlicuIar  allowance,  and  is  anitious  to  risk 
bis  lilb  in  our  cause : 

"  Resolfed,  That  his  services  be  accepted,  and  that,  in  «»•■ 
sideration  of  hU  zeal,  iUtufrloua  family  »nd  eu»rm:liunr,  h* 
have  tlie  rank  of  major  general  in  the  army  iif  iJie  C'ntttd 
Stat^J"* 

Congress  bad  calculated  rightly.  This  resolution  t^ided' 
mainly  to  win  France  for  the  American  canse.  "  As  soon  M 
Pai'is,"  says  Count  Segnr,t  "rang  with  reports  of  the  first  bat- 
tles, in  which  Lafnyette  and  his  oompnnioDs  in  arnus  had  rnised 
the  reputation  of  the  French  name,  the  court  itself  become 
proud  of  his  achievements,  and  be  became  the  great  object  of 
envy  to  our  young  men.  Thus  public  opinion  declaring  itwlf 
more  cxcluravely  in  favor  of  wai*,  rendered  it  inevitul>l«,  and 
drew  after  it,  as  a  mattci'  of  course,  a  government  which  had 
not  strength  enough  to  resist  the  impulse." 

If  Lafayette  had  been  the  subject  of  some  small  Uenuoa 
prince,  ho  would  not  have  been  worth  one  iota  more  thau  oH 
hundred  others,  or  any  more  considered.  His  advantage  and 
bis  good  fortune  consisted  in  the  fact,  that  by  his  birth  he  b^ 
longed  to  the  highest  nobility  of  tlio  country  which  van  ona 
of  the  arbiters  of  Europe  and  the  rival  of  Kngland. 

The  above  resolution,  however,  accurately  described  La* 
fayotte's  position,  and  we  have  seen  that  Waaliington  also  re- 
garded him  as  an  instrument  to  effect  an  alliance  betwoon  th» 
two  countries.     The  admiration  and  respect  which  the  yovBg 

•  Jonmals  of  Congrew  (Diinlnp's  eiiitioii),  voL  iii.,  p.  303. 
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ti^arqiiis  ielt  for  the   American    coiainander-iti-chief  was   rc- 
^jpouded  to  by  the  latter  with  a  heartfelt  friendship,  which 
csontributcd,  in  no  small  degree,  to  bind  Lafiiyette  more  close- 
1 3"  to  the  United  States.     Whenever  it  was  possible,  Washing- 
ton placed  Lafayette  at  the  head  of  enterprises,  which  if  they 
'^were  not  of  any  decisive  importance,  yet  promised  brilliant 
^results.      The  young  Frenchman   discharged  the  duties  in- 
^^msted  to  him  neither  better  nor  woi*se  than  an  average  gen- 
^ml  officer.     His  operations  manifest  neither  great  genias  nor 
^  ^eat  want  of  judgment.     His  chief  meiit  consisted  in  the 
xmddress  with  which  he  got  himself  out  of  difficulties. 

If  La&yette  were  really  what  he  is  here  considered  to  have 
"been,  he  had  abundant  opportunities  after  his  retui*n  to  France 
'to  fulfill  the  promises  of  his  youth.    When  the  French  Reve- 
lation commenced,  his  consequence  and  reputation  were  ex- 
ceedingly high.    He  was  one  of  the  few  who  took  part  in  the 
movement,  whose  name  was  generally  known  and  respected. 
Seldom  has  foitune  been  n)ore  ])rofuse  in  her  richest  favors  to 
any  man  than  she  was  to  Lafayette.    The  empire  of  the  world 
was  at  his  feet — all  parties  offered  it  to  him.     He  had  only  to 
accept,  and  hold  the  proftcred  scepter.     He  did  not  possess 
that  constant  aversion  for  power,  and  that  forcible  conscientious- 
ness with  which  Washington  indignantly  refused  the  offer  of  a 
kingdom.     He  might  have  done  so,  but  he  did  not  dare  it. 
Petty  views  and  considerations,  ambition  and  intrigues,  pre- 
vented his  ever  taking  a  decided  step,  or  performing  any  great 
deed.     He  is,  on  a  small  scale,  the  Pompey  of  modern  history ; 
that  same  pusillanimous  man,  great  in  small  things  and  small 
in  great  things,  who  for  a  while  seemed  great,  because  Ctesar 
had  not  yet  made  his  appearance.     But  the  original  Pompey, 
at  least  for  some  time,  occupied  a  place  by  the  side  of  Ca3sar, 
while  Lafayette  was  laughed  at  by  Napoleon.     Lafayette's 
ambition  was  not  that  of  a  great  character,  but  that  of  nar- 
row-minded vanity.     He,  therefore,  did  not  use  the  open  and 
great  means  of  courage,  but  the  hidden  tricks  of  intrigue. 
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One  day  he  moved  the  declaration  of  the  rightvS  of  man,  and 
{iroclaiined  war  against  despotism  to  be  a  sacred  duty  ;  the 
next  day  he  intrigued  with  the  oourt  against  the  Dnke  of  Or- 
leans, and  the  day  after  he  took  the  field  against  the  Revolu- 
tion with  which  he  fraternized  two  days  before.  He  allowtd 
himself  to  be  bent  and  swayed  by  the  impreteion  of  the  onk 
ment,  allowing  circumstances  to  direct  him  instead  of  hif  ^ 
reoting  circumstances.  He  broke  with  every  one,  and  findly 
had  no  party  to  support  him.  * 

It  is  therefore  an  ignorance  of  historical  truth  which  in- 
duces many  to  mistake  Lafayette's  weakness  for  modermlMB, 
and  it  is  certainly  an  unmerited  honor  to  consider  him,  as  ha 
is  here  o'ften  styled,  the  French  Washington.    Apart  from  the 
consideration,  that  in  France  a  Washington  is  as  impouiUe  m 
a  Napoleon  in  the  United  States,  Lafayette  is  one  of  thoie 
weak  aristocratic  characters  who  are  ready  to  make  any  aac- 
rifioe  while  it  is  so  considered  and  estimated,  and  who  are  ev«n 
capable  of  great  sacrifices  as  long  as  outward  honor  and  gkxy 
are  to  be  reaped  from  it ;  but  who  are  immediately  the  ene- 
mies of  the  cause  for  which  they  have  volunteered  their 
vices,  the  moment  that  their  enthusiasm  and  self-devotion 
regarded  as  a  matter  of  course.    His  boundless  vanity  allowed^ 
him  to  see  in  all  things  nobody  but  himself.     He  sided  there — 
fore  with  tlie  Revolution  only  as  long  as  it  seemed  to  promise 
satisfaction  to  his  heartless  egotism,  and  became  its  dedareif 
enemy  the  moment  he  ceased  to  play  the  first  part.     He  copied 
in  France  the  simplicity  of  American  manners  and  pretensioiu 
without  i>ossessing  it ;  he  copied  Washington,  even  as  to  hot 
white  horse,  without  having  one  particle  of  liis  character  or 
talents.    He  was  the  Don  Quixote  of  the  American  ropablio 
in  Europe ;  the  pretender  to  heroism,  without  being  in  any 
respect  a  hero.    He  was  nothing  but  a  comiterfeit  Waahing- 
ton;  and  when  he  would  play  the  real,  sage,  well-informed 
and  far-seeing  Wasliington  before  the  Legislative  AssemUy  of 
France,  he  forgot  that  Washington  addressed  Congress  from 
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"fche  campy  while  ho,  in  the  hour  of  supreme  danger,  nband(5ned 
Yns  forces,  and  when  the  Assembly  disapproved  his  conduct, 
stole  away  over  the  troutiers  of  his  country. 

If  there  is  any  fiict  that  shows  the  character  of  Lafayette 
£ii  its  true  light,  and  the  good  luck  that  invariably  followed 
liiin,  it  is  this  ignominious  flight  in  which  he  was  taken  prison- 
er, by  the  Austrian^,  who  had  declared  war  to  the  knife  against 
"tlio  same  principles  for  which  Lafliyette  had  taken  up  arms, 
and  been  elevated  to  the  rank  of  commanding  general.  Had 
lie,  by  order  of  a  court  martial,  been  shot  for  treason,  he  would 
have  deserved  his  fate.  He  did  not  deserve  a  martyrdom 
dieaply  obtained  by  an  imprisonment  in  an  A'Ustriau  jail.  In 
this  case  the  question  is  not  whether  the  Convention  was  right 
or  wrong :  the  only  question  was,  whotljer  the  general  it  ap- 
pointed had  to  obey  its  orders  or  not^  Nobody  compelled 
Lafayette  to  accept  the  command  of  a  republican  army  ;  but 
afler  having  once  accepted  it,  he  acted  shamefully  in  leaving 
it  for  only  personal  reasons.  Napoleon  called  him  a  simpleton 
in  politics  (*'  niais  en  politique'*'')^  and  proved  by  his  acts  that 
that  was  his  real  opinion  of  him.  lie  ])ersecuted  and  hunted 
down  the  prominent  generals  of  the  republic,  while  he  put 
himself  out  of  his  way  to  procure  the  release  of  Lafayette,  and 
as  if  he  wanted  to  make  him  ridiculous,  offered  lam  the  ap- 
pointment of  ambiussador  to  the  L'nited  States.  When  Napo- 
leon had  fallen,  Lafayette  revenged  himself  at  a  small  expense 
by  giving  him  a  few  kicks;  Under  the  Bourbons  he  ])layed 
the  role  of  a  conspirer  behind  the  scenes,-  and  as  the  tutor  and 
protector  of  young  students  and  soldiers,  gained  again  an  in- 
significant popularity.  When  the  Bourbons  were  driven  to 
flight,  Lafayette,  "  en  cheveux  bltmcSy^'*  assisted  the  financial 
snd  industrinl  aristocracy,  as  if  he  was  anxious  to  })lay  to  the 
last  act  the  part  of  Voltaire's  Candide,  in  establishing  the  citi- 
zen king,  whom  he  called  "  la  nieiUcure  rvpublitjuey 

Steuben's  position  in  the  American  army  is  the  exact  op- 
posite to  that  of  Lafayette.     He  owed  every  thing  to  himself, 

21 
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and  his  nationality  was  more  In  obstacle  than  an  advantage -to 
him.  Ho  had  to  work  his  way  step  by  step,  and  to  oontMid 
for  years  against  distrast,  detraction,  and  animositiea,  belbra 
he  could  establish  himself  firmly.  Washington  himself^  air 
though  ho  recognized  at  once  to  the  fullest  extent  the  Tains 
of  Steuben's  reforms,  put  him  on  the  same  level  with  the  mass 
of  adventurers  who  at  that  time  were  flocking  into  the  coii» 
try,  and  were  besieging  Congress  to  grant  them  piaee  and 
rank.  His  brothers  in  arms  were  hostile  to  him,  particolariy 
at  the  beginning,  and  frequently  made  his  efforts  for  diacipUna 
in  the  troops  and  creating  an  efficient  inspectorship  of  tlw 
army,  a  reproach,  as  evidence  of  his  thii^st  for  power  and  sa* 
ordinate  ambition.  By  degrees  he  succeeded  in  doing  awsf 
with  these  prejudices  and  obtaining  that  position  to  wbidi 
his  merit  entitled  him.  His  activity  in  service,  from  the  be* 
ginning  to  the  end,  was  a  personal  sacrifice.  A  sense  of 
duty,  the  conviction,  perhaps,  that  his  services  were  indispen- 
sable, and  the  hope  daily  increasing  that  the  American  anna 
would  be  successful,  alone  animated  him  to  perform  his  task 
cheerfully.  There  was  no  oflicer  in  the  American  army  who 
had  to  contend  with  so  many  enmities  and  slights,  and  whO| 
notwithstanding,  never  relaxed  his  zeal.  Steuben's  first  oon* 
sidcration  was  the  common  wel&re.  His  own  interest  was 
quite  a  secondary  matter. 

In  regard  to  Lafayette's  generosity,  it  must  be  universaUy 
conceded  that  he  acted  in  the  most  high-minded  and  unselfish 
manner,  and  spent  enormous  sums  for  the  good  of  the  cause 
of  independence.  But  it  must  also  be  conceded  that  Steuben 
made  equally  large,  if  not  larger  sacrifices,  in  proportion  to  his 
means.  If  Congress  had  not  accepted  his  services,  he  would 
have  been  reduced  to  absolute  mendicancy,  since  m  the  au- 
tumn of  his  life  he  had  given  up  an  honorable  position,  and 
a  certain  and  adequate  income  for  an  uncertainty,  and  in  the 
hope  of  serving  what  he  believed  to  be  a  good  cause.  Lafiiy* 
ette,  when  he  returned  to  his  country,  found  his  fortune  and 
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Ills  home,  where  he  was  honored  and  rewarded,  but  Steuben 
abandoned  both  interest  and  capital,  and  lost  his  home,  when 
lie  entered  the  American  army.  The  amount  of  the  sacrifice 
is  not  to  be  considered  so  much  as  the  character  of  him  who 
made  it,  and  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  made ;  and  in  this  re- 
spect, also,  Steuben,  if  he  be  compared  with  Lafayette,  will 
stand  in  no  inferior  position. 

It  may  be  objected  that  these  remarks  about  Lafayette  are 
befflde  the  question  ;  but  we  consider  it  our  duty  to  touch 
upon  the  most  remarkable  events  of  his  life,  as  they  constitute 
the  only  true  index  to  his  political  character,  and  as  his  ex- 
ploits have  been  oflen  made  the  standard  by  which  those  of 
Stenben  have  been  measured. 

The  greatest  honor  that  can  be  done  to  a  man  of  historical 
eminence,  is  to  criticise  him  justly  by  the  light  of  his  time, 
and  not  by  writing  his  apotheosis.  It  is  not  our  intention,  by 
the  above  remarks,  to  elevate  Steuben  by  detracting  from  La- 
&yette.  We  believe  that,  in  a  political  sense,  the  services  of 
the  latter  were  more  important  than  those  of  any  other  for- 
eigner in  the  American  army.  But  we  do  design  to  correct 
the  impression  that  Lafayette's  military  share  in  the  war  of 
independence  is  entitled  to  greater  prominence  and  praise  than 
that  of  Steuben.  Both  men  served  the  cause  of  the  republic 
with  energy  and  zeal,  and  if  Lafayette's  relations  with  the 
court  of  France  and  social  position  in  that  country  rendered 
his  cooperation  of  high  political  value,  Steuben's  actual  services 
in  the  camp  and  the  field,  and  in  Washington's  councils,  were 
of  equal,  if  not  of  more  material  value. 
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iNo  THE  Troops. —PoTEETT  of  the  OrncERS.— Steubeic  oax  not  obt  Tex  Dollars 
ox  Cbedit. — Walkeb's  Letter  about  tiir  DissATibFAcriox  of  the  Abut.— 
Steddex  asks  wuat  is  due  to  iiim. — He  goes  to  Piiiladrlpuia. — IIis  Lrtteb  to 
CoxoRBBS. — Kesolutiox  OF  CoxGRRSs  OF  TUR  SOtr  OF  Decembbb,  1789. — Lbttebs  or 
Gates  axd  Uowb. — Steubbx  returns  to  IIead-Quabters. 

STEUBEN"  returned  with  the  army  to  the  Xorth,  coutin- 
ually  employed  in  perfecting  its  discipline.     He  found  it, 
however,  necessary  to  simplify  his  system.    As  the  officera 
were  all  furnished  with  the  printed  ordinance,  and  knew  their 
duties,  the  only  question  was  to  watch  for  their  execution. 

"When  the  department  of  the  inspection  w^as  first  insti- 
tuted," wrote  he  in  the  beginning  of  January,  1782,  to  Wash- 
ington,* "  the  principal  object  was  the  introduction  of  a  uni- 
form discipline  throughout  the  different  armies  of  the  United 
States.  This  introduction  of  a  system  in  an  army  where  none 
had  before  existed,  would  at  all  times  be  difficult ;  in  our  army 
it  was  practically  so,  and  required  the  utmost  pains  of  a  num- 
ber of  officers  appointed  to  assist  in  tliat  business.  By  their 
zeal  and  attention  the  business  has  been  effected.  Tlie  system 
is  introduced,  and  the  officers  become  so  well  acquainted  with 
it  as  to  require  little  further  instruction  in  the  several  branches 

*  Stouboti  MS.  Papers,  vol  xil 
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of  thdr  daty.  All,  therefore,  that  is  now  requisite  is  a  genr 
end  inspectioii  of  the  whole,  to  see  that  the  discipline  estab- 
lished is  kept  up,  and  that  no  part  of  the  army  deviates  in  any 
respect  ftom  the  roles  lud  down. 

**I  woold,  therefore,  propose  that  in  future  the  officers  of 
the  department  be  limited  to  an  inspector  general  and  two  in- 
qtectors,  one  for  the  northern  and  one  for  the  southern  army ; 
the  general  duty  of  their  office  to  be  to  muster  the  troops 
monthly,  and  to  inspect  every  thing  relative  to  their  equip- 
ment. They  will,  at  the  same  time,  see  that  the  service  is 
carried  on  agreeably  to  the  regulations  in  the  respective  armies 
in  which  they  serve.  This  is  only  the  general  plan  of  what  I 
would  propose.  Should  it  meet  the  approbation  of  your  £x- 
eellency,  a  more  particular  plan  might  be  made  out,  in  which 
the  duties  of  the  inspectors  will  be  more  distinctly  defined." 

Washington  supported  Steuben's  plan,  whereupon  it  was 
approved  by  Congress  on  the  lOth  of  January,  1782,  and  ex- 
eented  with  perfect  success.  It  contains  all  the  original  ideas 
which  Steuben  had  elaborated  and  partly  reduced  to  practice 
in  the  camp  of  Valley  Forge,  when  the  jealousy  of  the  native 
officers,  to  their  own  injury,  interrupted  his  work.  It  had  thus 
l^uired  more  than  four  years  before  the  army  understood 
that  unity  in  the  discipline,  inspection,  and  formation  of  the 
troops,  could  only  be  reached  by  a  simplified  organization  of 
the  general  inspectorship.  When  Steuben,  in  1778,  required 
one  single  inspector  general,  subject  only  to  the  orders  of 
Congress,  the  board  of  war,  and  the  commander-in-chief,  the 
demands  which  he  made  in  the  interest  of  the  service  were 
construed  as  selfish  ambition.  In  remarkable  want  of  judg- 
ment, his  opponents  went  so  far  as  to  subordinate  the  general 
inspectorship  to  the  good,  or  rather  bad  will  of  a  newly-made 
colonel  or  general.  Finally,  after  four  years'  experience,  the 
original  plan  of  Steuben  was  adopted,  who  thus  proved,  beyond 
oavil,  that  he  was  right  in  all  he  proposed.  If  this  plan  had 
taken  place  in  1778,  the  inspection  would  have  effected  more 
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and  done  greater  benefit  to  the  army.  From  tlus  time  S(e»- 
ben  was  inspector  general  of  the  armies  of  the  United  Stateii 
while  Colonel  Stewart  acted  as  inspector  of  the  northern, 
and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ternant  as  inspector  of  the  soathem 
army. 

The  following  resolution  repealed  all  former  resolutions 
relative  to  the  inspector's  department,  and  gave  to  the  latter 
the  following  form,  powers,  and  privileges,  viz. : 

"  There  shall  be  an  inspector  general  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  appointed  by  Congress  from  the  general 
officers,  and  to  be  allowed  one  secretary,  in  addition  to  the 
aides  which  he  has  in  the  line  of  the  army.  The  secretary  shall 
be  taken  from  the  line,  and  be  entitled  to  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  an  aid-de-camp.  There  shall  be  one  inspector  for 
each  separate  array,  to  be  taken  from  the  field  officers  of  the 
line  of  the  army,  to  be  allowed  thirty  dollars  per  month,  in 
addition  to  his  pay  and  emoluments  in  the  line. 

"  The  inspector  general,  or  inspector  of  a  separate  army, 
shall,  once  in  every  month,  in  such  time,  place,  and  mode,  as 
the  commander-in-chief,  or  commanding  officer  of  a  separate 
army,  shall  direct,  review  and  muster  the  troops  of  every  de- 
nomination in  service,  at  which  review  they  shall  inspect  the 
number  and  condition  of  the  men  and  horses,  the  discipline  of 
the  troops,  the  state  of  their  arms,  accouterments,  ammuni- 
tion, clothing,  and  camp  equipage,  and  make  returns  thereof 
to  the  commander-in-chief,  or  commanding  officer  of  a  separate 
army,  noting  the  deficiencies,  neglects,  and  abuses ;  and,  if 
possible,  the  manner  in  which  they  happened,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  pointing  out  the  alterations  and  amendments  they  may 
think  necessary  in  any  branch  of  the  military  system,  dupli- 
cates of  which  returns  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  commander- 
in-chief,  or  commanding  officer  of  a  separate  army,  to  the  Secre- 
tary at  War. 

*'  At  the  end  of  every  review,  the  coqimanding  officer  of 
the  corps  reviewed  shall  exercise  his  corps  in  tlie  manual  and 
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•wdotions,  before  the  inspector,  bo  as  to  enable  bun  to  inspect 
md  report  the -discipline  of  the  troops,  agreeably  to  the  fore- 
going paragraph.  And  when  the  inspector  general,  orinspect- 
arof  a  separate  army,  finds  it  necessary  to  have  any  particular 
erolations  or  maneavers  performed,  either  by  one  or  several 
aorps,  he  shall  furnish  a  plan  of  such  evolutions  to  the  oom- 
nanding  officer  of  the  army^  who  will  approve  or  amend  them, 
and  order  them  executed,  as  he  may  think  proper. 

**  At  every  review  the  commanding  officers  of  companies 
ind  corps  shall  produce  to  the  inspector  returns  of  their  re- 
apective  companies  and  corps,  and  such  other  papers  and 
Touchers,  relative  to  the  enlistment  of  men,  as  he  shall  judge 
necessary ;  three  muster  rolls  shall  also  be  made  out  by  the 
commanding  officer  of  each  troop  or  company,  and  signed 
by  him,  one  of  which  shall  be  returned  to  him  certified  by  the 
iDq[>ector,  one  shall  be  certified  and  delivered  to  the  regimental 
pay-master,  to  be  fixed  to  the  pay  roll,  and  the  other  shall  be 
retained  by  the  inspector. 

**  The  inspector  general,  or  inspector  of  a  separate  army, 
shall,  as  soon  as  possible  after  every  muster,  transmit  an  ab- 
stract of  the  muster  of  the  whole  army  in  which  he  is  Serv- 
ing, to  the  commanding  officer,  who  shall  transmit  a  duplicate 
thereof  to  the  Secretary  at  War. 

**  As  soon  as  possible  after  every  review  the  inspector  shall 
report  to  the  commander-in-chief,  or  commanding  officer  of  a 
separate  army,  all  such  soldiers  who,  from  inability  or  other 
oauses,  it  may  be  necessary  to  discharge  or  transfer  to  the  in- 
valids ;  and  no  discharge  shall  in  future  be  valid  unless  signed 
by  the  commander-inchie^  or  officer  commanding  the  army 
.where  such  discharge  is  given. 

^*  The  inspector  general,  or  inspector  of  a  separate  army, 
•hall  be  authorized  to  call  on  the  quarter-master  general, 
dothier  general,  and  field  commissary  of  military  stores,  or 
their  deputies,  for  returns  of  the  articles  which  have  been 
isKied  firom  and  returned  to  their  several  departments  l^each 
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oorpB,  that  the  inspectors  may  see  whether  every  article  va 
delivered  has  been  regiilurly  anil  satisfuutorily  accounted  tor   i 
or  charged  to  the  corps,  agreeably  to  the  cstabllithed  regahb- 


"  The  inspector  genera],  or  inspector  of  a  separate  armji 
shall  be  aiithoi-i»^  and  required  to  visit  tlic  military  hoafutols 
of  the  United  States  from  time  to  time,  to  examine  the  ge» 
eral  state  of  them  and  the  treatment  of  the  patients,  which  ha 
iJiall  report  to  the  officer  commanding  the  army;  and  the  dc-  i 
rector,  deputy  director,  or  siipcriutonding  surgeon  of  any  ho«- 
pital  shall  furnish  them  with  suoh  returns  as  they  may  fiad 
necessary  for  the  bettor  execution  of  their  office, 

"The  in  spec  tor  general  shall  himself,  previous  to  the  opei^ 
ing  and  at  the  close  of  every  campaign,  or  as  otlcD  as  ths 
command er-in-ciiief  shall  think  fit  to  ordei-,  visit  every  pai-t  of 
the  army,  toseo  that  uniforniity  prevails  throughout  the  armies 
of  the  United  States, 

"  The  inspector  general,  and  inspectors  of  a  separate  army, 
in  the  execution  of  their  offices,  nhall  be  subject  only  to  the  oi^ 
devfl  of  Congress,  the  Secretary  at  War,  commander-in-ohie^ 
or  commanding  officer  of  a  separate  army.  And  that  the  is- 
spectors  may  attend  the  better  to  the  duties  of  their  offices, 
they  shall  be  e:!fcn]pt  from  all  other  duties,  except  when  the 
oommander-iu-chief,  or  commanding  officer  of  a  separate  army, 
shall  think  proper  to  order  otherwise. 

"All  returns  in  the  inspector's  department  are  to  be  made 
agreeably  to  the  forms  which  shall  be  delivered  the  inspector 
general, 

"  Each  inspector  of  a  separate  army  will  bo  allowed  to  take 
on  officer  from  the  line  of  captains,  to  assist  him  in  the  duties 
of  his  office,  who  shall  he  allowed  ten  dollars  per  month,  in 
addition  to  his  pay  in  the  line. 

"  ^esoloed,  That  Major  General  Baron  Steuben  be,  and 
hereby  is,  continued  inspector  general  of  the  armies  of  these 
United  States,  and  vested  with  power  to  appoint  all  offioen 
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to  oany  the  aforegoing  plan  into  execation,  they 
being  fint  approved  by  the  commander-in-chief." 

Steaben  was  at  this  time  at  or  near  the  head-qnartera  of 
Washington.  As  many  French  officers  who  were  his  old  ao- 
qnaintancee,  vidted  his  post,  be  had  much  pride  in  showing 
them  the  discipline  and  military  expertncss  which  the  American 
troops  had  attained  mider  his  instructions.  Many  parades  were 
urdered,  and  the  adroitness,  and,  above  all,  the  silence,  with 
iriiich  the  maneuvers  were  performed,  were  remarked  with 
^Mtoniahment  by  the  officers  of  the  French  army.  This  last 
particnlar  excited  the  more  surprise,  as  the  French  troops  were 
noisy  in  their  marches  and  evolutions.  *'  Noise  ?''  exdiumed 
the  baron  to  General  Montmorency,  who  was  remarking  upon 
this  point ;  ^*  I  do  not  know  where  the  noise  should  come  from, 
when  even  my  brigadiers  dare  not  open  their  mouths  but  to 
repeat  my  orders.''  On  a  subsequent  occasion,  when  a  violent 
storm  had  caused  a  grand  exhibition  to  be  postponed,  Steuben 
was  asked  by  one  of  the  French  generals,  who  had  retired  with 
him  to  his  marquee,  what  maneuvers  he  had  intended  to  per* 
Ibnn.  On  being  told,  the  officer  mentioned  an  addition  of 
some  difficulty  which  he  had  seen  practiced  by  the  Prussians 
in  Silesia.  "  But  we  do  not  expect  yon  to  equal  the  veteran 
army  of  the  King  of  Prussia.  All  in  good  time."  "The  time 
shall  be  next  week,"  said  Steuben,  after  his  guests  had  retired ; 
**I  will  save  the  gentlemen  who  have  not  been  in  Silesia  the 
trouble  of  going  any  further  than  Verplanck's  Point  for  in- 
stmotion."  The  order  for  the  review  was  brought,  and  one 
of  his  aides  wrote  as  Steuben  dictated.  The  appointed  day 
came,  and,  amid  a  large  concourse  of  officers,  the  proposed 
evolutions  were  performed  with  great  precision.* 

•*  Alas  I  when  I  think  of  that  day,"  says  North,  "  and  look 
to  that  eminence  on  which  General  Washington's  marquee  was 
{Htched,  in  front  of  which  stood  that  great  man,  firm  in  the 

•  North,  L  a,  and  Bowen  in  Steaben's  Life,  pp.  46  and  47,  in  Bparki*i 
Ameriam  Biography,  vcL  ix.,  aeries  L 
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eoDBciotisness  of  virtue,  surrounded  by  French  nobles  and  the 
chiefs  of  his  own  army,  my  heart  fiinks  at  the  view !  Who,  bat 
how  few  of  all  that  brilliant  host  is  left ;  those  few  now  totter* 
ing  on  the  confines  of  the  grave !  The  baron's  tent,  that  day, 
was  filled  and  more  than  filled  with  Frenchmen.  *  I  am  glad,* 
said  he,  *  to  pay  some  part  of  the  dinner  debt  we  owe  oar 
allies.'  At  the  siege  of  York,  or  rather  immediately  afterward, 
he  sold  such  part  of  his  camp  equipage,  brought  from  Europe, 
as  was  of  silver,  that  he  might  give  a  feast.  *  I  can  stand 
it  no  longer,'  said  be ;  ^  we  are  continually  dining  with  those 
people  and  can  not  give  a  piece  of  brcUwurat  in  return ;  they 
shall  have  one  grand  dinner,  if  I  eat  my  soup  with  a  wooden 
spoon  hereafter.' " 

The  whole  year,  however,  passed  without  an  important 
event.  The  American  army  was  encamped  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Newburg,  on  the  Hudson,  and  in  the  Jerseys,  in  order 
to  be  ready  for  operations  against  New  York,  which,  however, 
never  took  place.  The  public  mind  felt  confident  of  the  con- 
clusion of  the  peace,  and  little  or  nothing  was  done  to  make 
new  sacrifices  or  even  to  fulfill  old  engagements.  Thus  the 
army  was  kept  incomplete,  their  wants  were  neglected,  their 
pay  withheld,  and  nothing  done  to  answer  the  exigencies  of 
the  present.  Steuben  felt  the  bad  consequences  of  this  neg- 
lect, as  well  for  himself  as  for  his  department  and  the  whole 
army.  On  the  1st  of  March,  1782,  the  United  States  owed  him 
86,850  in  specie,  and  being  unable  to  draw  bills  of  exchange 
at  a  loss  of  from  thirty-eight  to  forty  per  cent.,  or  to  borrow 
money  any  longer,  he  requested  the  commander-in-chief  to  sup- 
port his  demands  for  the  payment  of  what  was  due  to  him. 

"  Without  troubling  your  Excellency,"  said  he,  in  a  letter 
of  the  1st  of  March,  1782,  to  Washington,*  "  with  a  tedious 
detail  of  the  hardships  attending  my  situation,  I  pray  you  to 
consider  the  peculiarity  of  my  employment  compared  to  that  of 
other  ofiicers.  The  arrangements  which  arc  going  to  take  place 

*  Steuben  Mji  Papers,  vol.  xiL 
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for  furnishing  the  army  with  provisions,  forage,  etc.,  will  not  be 
of  advantage  to  me,  and  I  am  bound  to  travel  from  one  part  ot 
the  country  to  the  other,  to  live  at  double  expenses  in  taverns, 
in  which  I  have  to  pay  ready  money  not  only  for  my  personal 
expenses,  but  also  for  the  entertainment  of  my  aides-de-camp 
and  horses  necessary  to  perform  our  journeys.  I  would  be 
happy  if  the  pay  allowed  by  Congress  were  equal  to  such  ex- 
penses. I  do  not  want  to  lay  up  any  part  of  my  pay,  I  ask  no 
addition  to  it,  but  I  declare  it  to  be  totally  out  of  my  power, 
if  iny  appointments,  as  well  those  of  January  and  February, 
as  those  occurring  in  future,  are  not  regularly  paid  me.  With 
regard  to  the  arrearage,  I  shall  be  satisfied  to  leave  in  the  pub- 
lic funds  $6,000,  provided  I  am  paid  the  remaining  $850,  which 
are  indispensably  necessary  to  enable  me  to  discharge  my  ex- 
penses here  and  provide  myself  with  the  necessary  equipage 
for  the  ensuing  campaign." 

At  the  special  intercession  of  the  commander-in-chief  and 
other  personal  friends,  Steuben  obtained  these  $850,  and  $500 
besides,  on  account  of  his  pay  for  January  and  February,  which 
was  all  that  he  had  received  since  he  was  in  service. 

In  the  army  general  discontent  prevailed,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  spirit  of  exasperation  and  distrust  among 
the  officers,  and  that  of  mutiny  among  the  soldiers,  manifested 
itself  more  impatiently,  if  we  read  statements  like  those  made 
by  Steuben  on  the  25th  of  May,  1782,  to  the  Minister  of  War, 
General  Lincoln. 

"  Yesterday,"  says  he,*  "  our  army  was  the  third  day 
without  provisions ;  the  horses  of  the  officera  will  a  fortnight 
have  been  without  forage.  Every  department  is  without 
money  and  without  credit ;  that  of  the  quarter-master  general 
appeal's  to  be  stopped  in  all  its  branches.  Our  army  could  not 
make  a  day's  march,  as  we  are  without  the  necessary  means 
or  provisions.  Officers  and  soldiers  are  discontented  in  the 
highest  degree.    The  last  arrangement,  by  which  the  rations 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  ix. 
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faaT6beeii  withdrawn  in  I'c.ility,  without  the  least  coiopcnsa- 
tion  in  oaah,  has  redoubled  tbcii'  clamors.  Ton  have  donbt- 
less  heard  of  the  premoditated  mutiny  of  the  Connecticut  line; 
it  was  discovered  a  day  previous  to  that  on  which  it  was  to  b« 
put  in  execiitioD.  Tlic  ringleader  was  punished  with  dc;tth. 
A  few  days  ader,  the  sergeants  of  the  Maasacliusott;!  line 
preseiited  a  memorial  to  the  commander-in-chief  demanding 
their  pay.  Wherever  I  go  I  hoar  eomplainta  which  make  me 
dread  the  most  fatal  oonscqiiencest  The  ofGccrs  of  the  staff 
of  the  army,  from  whom  hotli  servants  and  aorvants'  ratiooa 
have  been  taken,  will  all  resign.  The  judge  advocate,  as  also 
several  others,  have  already  sent  in  their  resignatioos.  It  is 
certain  the  distresses  of  our  country  have  arrived  at  the  high- 
tst  possible  ilegree.  Tlic  officers  can  not  stand  it  any  longer; 
shall  we  absolutely  drive  them  to  despair? 

"  What  I  have  related  is  not  properly  in  my  department, 
and  I  believe  it  is  only  a  duplicate  of  what  you  will  hear  from 
the  commander-in-chief;  but  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to  repre- 
sent to  you  the  calamities  of  tlie  army,  and  to  express  my 
apprehensions  for  their  coniequonoes." 

Under  these  circumstances  it  was  fortunate  that  the  enemy 
did  not  know  the  embarrassments  and  the  want  ^f  exertions 
ia  the  American  army,  zs  he  probably  would  have  availed 
himself  of  the  general  lethargy  and  atniok  an  nnexpected 
blow.  Thus  the  British  confined  themselves  to  observe  Wa^ 
ington,  and  made  no  move  out  of  the  old  channel  in  wfaiob 
they  hitherto  had  conducted  the  war.  Besides,  their  force 
was  too  inconsiderable  to  make  any  impression.  On  tha 
American  side,  however,  the  state  of  public  affitirs  was  snoli 
as  not  to  promise  any  decided  exertions. 

Washington,  at  the  beginning  of  1782,  meditated  an  attack 

agiunat  Kew  York,  and  among  others,  asked  Steuben  for  hit 

opinion  about  his  plan.     It  clearly  elucidates  the  situation  of 

both  armies,  and  therefore  may  be  appropriately  inserted  here.* 

•  SWuben  MS.  Papera,  voL  ii. 
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"  Before  I  can  give  an  answer  to  the  questions  which  your 
Excellency  has  proposed  to  my  consideration,  I  conceive  it 
will  be  necessary  to  take  a  comparative  view  of  the  troops 
which  the  enemy  have  actually  in  the  field  on  the  continent, 
and  those  which  we  may  have  the  probability  of  bringing  into 
action  the  next  campaign.  In  the  first  instance  the  force  the 
enemy  may  have  at  Quebec  and  Halifax  is  not  comprehended, 
and  in  the  latter  I  will  not  pretend  to  estimate  the  number  of 
militia  which  may  be  able  to  collect  in  case  of  necessity.  The 
balance  will  then  stand  as  follows : 


BRITISH    TROOPS. 

Regulars  at  Now  York,       .... 

MiUtia, 

GanisoQ  at  Charleston,        .... 
"      "    Sayarmah,        .            ,            ,            . 

.      9,000 

3,000 

.      3,000 

700 

ALLIBP    ARMT. 

Nortkom  Continental  Army, 

French  troops,         •            .            .            .            . 

Southern  Army,      ..... 

15,700 

.     10,000 
.       4,000 
.       2,000 

16,000 

"  This  balance  above  will  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  supe- 
riority of  numbers  can  not  be  the  motive  Avith  us  to  undertake 
a  vigorous  offensive  campaign,  much  less  to  undertake  the 
riege  of  places  fortified  by  nature  as  well  as  by  art,  such  as 
New  York  and  Charleston. 

"The  three  propositions  simply  tend  to  the  enterprise 
against  New  York.  The  first  presupposes  the  enemy's  force 
in  that  gamson  to  bo  such  as  I  have  stated,  that  they  retain 
possession  of  the  harbor,  and  have  a  naval  superiority  on  the 
coast ;  the  second  that  they  have  the  above  force  by  land, 
keep  possession  of  the  harbor,  but  lose  the  superiority  at  sea; 
in  either  of  which  cases  any  attempt  against  the  garrison  ap- 
pears to  roe  absolutely  impracticable,  even  though  o^v  uun^- 
bera  were  doubled  by  the  militia. 
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"The  poBitioD  of  tlio  enemy  is  on  three  Ulanda.  When- 
ever we  attack  one  ttie  other  two  must  be  kept  in  oheuk.  U, 
then,  the  besieged  should  oouaist  of  twelve  thousand  men,  and 
the  besiegers  of  tvrenty-four  thousand,  the  latter  must  be  di- 
vided into  three  parts,  each  consisting  of  eight  thousand  men. 
The  points  of  attack  are  the  passage  at  Kingsbridge,  tbfi 
Xloights  of  Brooklyn,  and  the  works  on  Statcn  Island.  Tha 
shortest  line  of  communication  between  them  is  from  twenty 
to  twenty-four  nkiles,  with  a  Hver  between  each.  Ilow,  tben^  \ 
is  the  one  to  support  the  other  in  case  of  a  siipcrioi*  attach^ 
which  the  enemy  may  easily  make,  as  they  possess  every  pOA> 
aible  advanLtge  by  water?  And  even  supposing  we  should 
obtain  possession  of  either  island,  what  position  should  wc  take 
to  cover  our  flanks  from  the  enemy's  force  by  water?  but  if 
we  should  be  unfortunate  enough  to  have  any  one  division  de- 
feated, what  retreat  is  left  while  the  enemy  keep  possesion  of 
the  water? 

"These  reasons  alone  prove  to  me  sufficiently  the  impro- 
priety of  such  an  undertaking  so  long  as  the  enemy  keep  pot- 
session  of  the  port,  and  the  river  by  wbicli  the  islands  are 
surrounded. 

"As  soon  as  a  superior  fleet  shall  have  blocked  up  ths 
harbor  without,  our  principal  object.  I  conceive,  will  be  Long  ■ 
Island,  m  which  cose  the  greater  pai-t  of  our  strength  will  bt 
necessarily  employed  in  carrying  the  works  at  Brooklyn,  Or 
thcr  by  storm  or  regular  approaches,  and  to  erect  battenes 
to  bombard  the  city  aud  the  fleet  in  the  bay.  But  even  then 
il  will  be  necessary  that  our  frigates  should  1>q  in  possession 
of  tho  Sound,  and  that  batteries  should  be  erected  on  our 
flanks  commanding  the  river. 

"The  last  propoatiou  supposes  that  we  were  iu  pOBsesaion 
of  the  harbor  and  hod  the  superiority  at  sea.  In  this  caw 
we  should  be  highly  reprehensible  if  wc  did  not  make  the  al- 
tt.'rii[)t;  yi:t  oven  then  I  would  propose  that  we  should  have  the 
most  pointed  .issurancos  that  the  fleet  destined  for  this  service 
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flhoald  remsdn  long  enough  to  effect  a  cooperation  on  the 
oocasion.  It  would  also  be  necessary  to  make  an  exact  esti- 
mate of  the  number  of  troops  and  the  means  which  wo  possess 
to  make  the  attempt. 

'*If  the  enemy  should  abandon  the  southern  States  and 
collect  their  whole  force  at  New  York,  it  would  amount  to 
nxtcen  thousand  men ;  and  by  recalling  our  troops  thence 
we  should  amount  to  nearly  the  same  number.  If  they  retain 
possession  of  Charleston  and  Savannah,  General  Greene  must 
also  remain  there,  and  then  we  shall  be  in  the  same  propoi"- 
tion  of  fourteen  thousand  to  fourteen  thousand. 

^^  It  would  be  no  less  difficult  than  hazardous  to  attack  the 
enemy  in  their  present  position,  with  less  than  double  this  num- 
ber, or  twenty-eight  thousand  men.  If  the  States  of  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
and  Jei*scy,  could  send  four  thousand  men  as  rank  and  file, 
into  the  regular  array,  it  would  amount  to  fourteen  thousand 
men  (Continental  troops),  four  thousand  French  and  ten  thou- 
sand militia ;  with  this,  and  no  less  than  this,  I  conceive  wo 
might  attempt  the  enterprise. 

"  But  independent  of  the  troops  we  should  make  an  exact 
estimate  of  the  artillery,  engineer,  quarter  master's  and  com- 
missary departments,  that  we  may  not  iind  ourselves  embar- 
rassed with  the  difficulties  that  always  arise  from  the  want 
of  means  necessary  for  the  several  branches  of  the  army. 

"Thus,  sir,  have  I  given  you  my  opinion  on  the  subject 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  submit  to  my  consideration, 
though  I  can  not  help  expressing  to  your  Excellency,  my  fears, 
that  the  suppositions  on  which  the  questions  depend,  will  never 
be  realized.  The  late  unfortunate  defeat  of  the  French  fleet 
in  the  West  Indies,  the  improbability  of  collecting  a  force 
sufficient  to  carry  on  the  siege,  and  the  difficulty,  I  had  almost 
8!ud  the  impossibility,  of  supporting  them,  afford  but  too  just 
grounds  for  this  suggestion. 

"  However,  though  our  particular  situation  makes  it  haz- 
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orduus  lo  undertake  an  operation  which  ualln  for  moro  forn 
And  gn-aler  resources  than  we  at  present  possess ;  yet  I 
not  of  opinion  that  we  should  pomiit  the  campaign  to  wmw' 
away  without  improving  those  advantages  which  arc  withlif- 
onr  reach.  Tlie  army  should  move  down  anil  take  some  atl- 
vantagcouH  positioll  at  or  near  the  White  Plains  ;  and  if  our 
force  will  admit  that  the  two  York  regiments,  with  Hazcn's, 
should  he  added  to  the  two  [lampshirc  regiments  wfio  arc 
now  stationed  on  the  northern  frontier,  and  march  under  the 
comiuaiid  of  Hazen,  toward  St.  John's  in  Canada,  hy  the  road 
lately  laid  oat  hy  the  ...  or  which  other  way  may  appear 
raoftt  proper:  if  this  diversion  should  bo  attended  with  no 
other  advantages  it  would  at  loast  prevent  the  incuraons  of 
the  savages,  a  circumstance  of  tlie  greatest  importance. 

"  Should  it,  therefore,  be  adraable  to  recall  the  French 
troops  from  Virginia,  I  should  conceive  the  army  would  be  foi^ 
midable  enough  to  move  down  and  take  an  advantageous  post 
at  or  ncai"  Wliitc  Plains  ;  and  if  by  tbe  addition  of  recruits  or 
militia,  our  situation  would  admit  of  a  diversion  with  the  two 
York  regiments  under  llazen,  added  to  those  of  Hampshirt^ 
toward  the  gariison  of  St.  John's  in  Canada,  I  am  persuaded 
it  would  be  attended  witli  the  most  salutary  consequences." 

But  even  those  diversions  were  not  made.  Steuben  con- 
tinned  to  review  and  inspect  the  arniy,  and  to  make  hia  niontli- 
]y  reports  to  tbe  commander-in-chief  and  to  the  Secretary  at 
War. 

We  select  at  random  a  report  which  wa  find  in  Steuben's 
oarefUlly- written  and  revised  inspection  book.  It  contains  all 
the  retuma  kept  in  the  same  way  from  April,  1782,  till  1784, 
and  furnishes  a  stiiking  proof  of  the  progress  of  the  order 
and  discipline  in  the  army,  as  well  as  tbo  final  success  of  Steu- 
ben's exertions.  We  give  in  tbo  Appendix  copies  of  all  tha 
returns  for  the  northern  army.  Furnishing  as  they  do  an 
exact  account  never  before  published  of  tha  numbers  and  effi* 
oiency  of  the  army,  they  seem  lo  us  worthy  of  prGservation, 
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How  much  Washington  was  satisfied  with  the  progress  d 
the  iDspection,  is  evident  from  tlie  following  general  order:* 

"  nEAD-QuABTERS,  NswBtTRO,  June  18th,  1781 
'^  The  general  informs  the  army  he  had  great  occasion  to 
be  satisfied  at  the  review  of  the  second  Connecticut  brigade; 
and  yesterday,  especially,  with  the  soldier-like,  veteran  appes^ 
ance  of  the  men  and  the  exactness  with  which  the  firings  were 
performed,  he  felt  a  particular  pleasure  in  observing  the  clesn- 
liness  and  steadiness  of  the  second  regiment  under  arms ;  the 
activity  and  emulation  displayed  by  the  detachment  of  artil* 
lery  during  the  late  review  deserve  encouragement  and  ap- 
plause. 

"  The  review  of  this  anny  by  brigade  being  now  com- 
pleted, the  commander-in-chief  is  happy  in  having  this  oppor- 
tunity to  present  his  thanks  to  Major  General  Baron  De  Steu- 
ben for  the  indefatigable  assiduity  and  suigular  attention, 
exhibited  in  the  late  inspection  and  review,  and  for  his  emi- 
nent service  in  promoting  the  discipline  of  the  army  on  all 
occasions ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  express  his  approbation  of 
the  present  laudable  disposition  and  pride  of  corps  which  seem 
to  be  diffused  throughout  the  army  ;  from  the  spirit  of  emula- 
tion and  a  consideration  of  the  amazing  contrast  between  the 
past  and  present  a])pearance  of  the  troops,  the  general  antici- 
pates the  happiest  consequences.  But  being  persuaded  that 
appearance  alone  is  not  sufiicicnt  to  establish  the  reputation 
and  insure  the  success  of  our  arras,  and  that  frequent  and  re- 
peated exercise  is  absolutely  necessary  to  constitute  the  per- 
fection of  discipline,  he  requests  in  the  most  pointed  terms 
that  the  commanding  officers  of  division  and  brigade,  will 
punctually  exercise  the  troops  alternately  every  other  day  in 
brigade  and  by  detail.  In  the  course  of  these  exercises  the 
officers  are  permitted  to  vary  the  maneuvers  as  time,  circum- 

*  MS.  General  Orders  from  the  1st  of  Jane  to  the  lOUi  of  Angust^  1782,  in 
the  Steaben  Papers  (Utica). 
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and  inoliDation  msj  prompt,  provided  tbey  do  not  de« 
▼hte  fiom  the  established  principles." 

It  was,  bowerer,  not  Steuben's  fault  that  the  business  of 
tfcte  inspection  did  not  go  on  as  well  as  bo  himself  wished. 
There  were  impediments  in  his  way  which  he  could  not  re- 
moye,  and  first  of  all  the  want  of  the  most  indispensable  means 
prevented  the  perfection  of  that  order  and  exactness  at  which 
he  aimed  from  the  first  day  on  which  he  performed  the  duties 
of  bis  office. 

"The  more,"  wrote  he,  on  the  2d  of  June,  1782,  to  the 
Secretary  at  War,^  "  I  am  convinced  of  the  necessity  that  a 
atate  of  the  army  should  be  regularly  laid  before  you,  the 
greater  was  my  surprise  yesterday  at  finding  that  the  returns 
fer  the  month  of  March  were  still  deposited  at  head-quarters 
far  want  of  cash  to  defray  the  expenses  of  forwarding  them  to 
Philadelphia.  The  blank  muster  rolls  for  the  New  Hampshire 
r^ments  have  been  detained  here  two  months  at  the  quarter- 
Blaster  general's  office,  for  the  same  reason.  It  is  in  vain,  sir, 
it  is  absurd,  to  talk  of  order,  of  discipline  and  arrangements, 
in  our  present  situation ;  musters  and  inspections  are  totally 
nfldess  unless  a  fund  is  established  to  defray  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  the  different  departments  of  the  army.  For  my 
part,  I  do  not  hope  to  see  the  troops  in  a  situation  to  do  honor 
to  themselves,  or  service  to  their  country,  while  we  are  de- 
prived of  means  of  laying  their  wants  before  those  who  alone 
tiave  the  force  of  supplying  them.  This,  sir,  is  only  a  dupli- 
eate  of  what  I  had  the  honor  to  mention  to  you  in  person,  and 
I  now  take  the  liberty  to  report  it  officially,  that  you  may 
have  an  occasion  to  procure  the  truth  of  it." 

Such,  indeed,  was  the  poverty  of  the  officers  in  consequence 
of  not  receiving  their  pay,  that  when  Congress  ordered  that 
no  letters  were  firee  except ''  public  business"  was  written  on 
tnem,  and  that  when  several  regimental  returns  not  being 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papera,  vol  ix. 
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4aper8cribed  as  above,  arrived  at  Newburg,  they  oonld  not 
be  taken  out  of  the  post  office.  The  adjatant  general  would 
not  pay  six  cents  postage,  the  other  adjutants  conld  not,  and 
thus  the  Minister  at  War  received  only  returns  of  a  part  of  the 
army.  "  Several  heads  of  departments,"  says  William  North, 
from  whom  we  quote  these  flicts,*  "  had  letters  in  the  same 
way,  which  they  could  not  touch,  so  that  it  was  thought  prob- 
able that  Congress  would  amend  their  act." 

To  send  Major  Barber  and  Captain  Popham  to  Saratoga 
for  the  inspection  of  the  troops,  Steuben  had  to  pay  the  money 
out  of  his  own  pocket.  When  Colonel  Stewart  was  about  to 
review  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Hazen  at  Lancaster,  the  Mn- 
ister  at  War  declared  that  it  was  not  worth  the  while  to  take 
a  round  about  way.  "  It  is  my  opinion,"  remarks  Steuben, 
very  jnstly,  "that  omitting  the  inspection  of  only  one  regi- 
ment for  one  month,  can  cause  more  expenses  to  the  United 
States  than  the  inspection  of  the  whole  anny  for  a  year  can 
cost." 

"  If  my  life,  if  my  honor  had  depended  on  it,"  writes  Steu- 
ben at  this  time,  "  I  would  not  have  been  able  to  raise  ten 
dollars  on  credit.  The  certificate  for  $6,000,  which  I  held 
from  the  United  States,  I  offered  in  vain  for  one  tenth  of  its 
nominal  value.  There  is  no  resource  whatever  lefl  to  me.  I 
have  already  lost  six  horses  since  I  am  in  service,  chiefly  for 
want  of  forage ;  the  two  best  were  stolen,  as,  while  in  West 
Point,  I  had  to  send  them  twenty  miles  from  that  place  to  fine! 
pasturage  for  them ;  besides  that,  for  want  of  bolts  and  bars 
for  my  house,  my  silver  and  linen  were  stolen,  so  that  I  am  re- 
duced in  every  thing."f 

In  the  meantime  the  dissatisfliction  among  officers  and  sol- 
diers in  the  army  respecting  the  arrearages  of  their  pay,  and 
their  future  prospects,  had  increased  to  an  alarming  degree, 
which  grew  still  worse  when  the  troops  took  winter  quar- 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papora,  vol  ix. 

I  Ibidom,  vol.  xlv.,  in  Momorial  to  Congress. 
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tcrs  in  the  neighborhood  of  Newburg,  and  bad  more  leisure 
to  think  of  and  converse  upon  their  really  miserable  situa- 
tion. 

"The  army,"  wrote  Walker  from  Newburg,  on  the  20th 
of  November,  1782,  to  Steuben,*  "  are  not  so  quiet  a  people  as 
yon  imagine,  and  as  soon  as  they  have  settled  in  their  huts,  I 
fear  they  will  be  less  so.  A  very  dangerous  spirit  seemed  to 
be  rising,  but  the  prudent  have  turned  it  a  better  way  than  it 
was  going.  The  oflicers  of  the  lines  have  already  appointed 
a  committee  to  memorialize  and  to  receive  communications 
of  other  lines.  I  fancy  it  will  end  in  a  mciuorial  of  the  whole 
army  to  Congress." 

The  general  oflicers  were  in  no  better  condition  than  the 
privates.  They  received  no  pay,  and  starvation  and  misery 
were  staring  them  in  the  face  ;  but  they  adopted  other  means 
to  get  their  claims  acknowledged  and  settled.  As  to  Steuben, 
we  have  seen  that  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign  he  had  re- 
ceived 8850  on  account,  and  his  pay  for  January  and  Feb- 
ruary. This  money  was  spent  during  the  subsequent  four 
months.  In  June,  1782,  he  applied  again  to  Congress,  repre- 
senting to  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Finance  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity, arising  from  his  peculiar  situation  in  the  army,  to  have 
bis  ordinary  expenses  defrayed. 

"  While  other  officei*s,"  said  Steuben,  in  his  memorial  of 
June,  1782,1 "  were  stationed  within  their  respective  divisions, 
brigades  and  corps,  and  could  avail  themselves  of  their  ordi- 
nary supplies,  the  nature  of  my  duty  kept  me  in  constant  *no- 
tion  from  one  division  of  the  army,  and  even  from  one  army 
to  another,  necessarily  subjecting  mo  to  all  the  expenses  inci- 
dent to  traveling.  I  ever  have  been,  and  ever  will  be,  dis- 
posed to  draw  an  equal  lot  with  those  truly  brave  men  whose 
sufferings  have  long  since  called  aloud  for  speedy  redress; 
with  them  have  I  frequently  wanted  not  only  the  conveniences 
but  even  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  if  my  duty  confined  me  to 

*  Stoubea  MS.  Pupcrs,  vol.  ix.  f  Ibidem. 
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camp  or  qnartcra,  would  not  conceive  myself  entitled  to  Bay 
extraordinary  privilege.  Hitherto  I  have  never  made  a  requi- 
sition of  any  kind  to  Congress,  and  I  entreat  your  lEzceUeney 
to  be  persuaded  that  it  is  with  singular  pain  I  am  compelled 
to  make  one  at  this  time ;  but  the  duty  I  owe  to  my  own  feel- 
ings, as  well  as  the  respect  I  entertain  to  that  angust  body, 
required  that  I  should  be  thus  explicit  with  them." 

But,  although  receiving  encouragement  that  pro])er  atten- 
tion would  be  paid  to  his  situation,  Steuben's  expectations 
were  again  disappointed,  as  Congress  did  nothing.  £ven  the 
ei^^hty-four  dollars  per  month,  which  were  granted  to  him  in 
1779  as  extra  pay  to  defray  his  traveling  expenses,  were  over- 
looked in  the  new  plan  of  inspcctorsbip,  and  therefore  not  paid 
to  him.  Thus  Steuben  stood  without  any  provision  for  his 
services  as  inspector  general  beyond  his  allowances  as  major 
general.*  He,  therefore,  concluded  to  go  himself  to  Phila' 
delphia,  reviewing  the  New  York  and  Jersey  lines  on  lus 
route,  and  on  the  7th  of  July,  for  the  purpose  of  better  sus- 
taining his  claims,  put  the  following  questions  to  Washing- 
ton :f 

"  Is  the  department  of  inspector  general  necessary  in  the 
army,  or  is  it  not  ?  Has  this  department  been  conducted  dur- 
ing the  course  of  live  years  agreeably  to  your  wishes,  and  have 
the  consequences  resulting  from  my  exertions  as  cliief  of  the 
de2)artment  answered  your  expectations  ?" 

To  which  queries  the  commander-in-chief  replied  : 

•*  I  give  it  as  my  clear  opinion  that  it  has  been  of  the  ut- 
most utility,  and  continues  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance, 
for  reasons  too  obvious  to  need  enumeration,  but  more  espe- 
cially for  having  established  one  uniform  system  of  maneuvers 
and  regulations  in  an  army  composed  of  the  troops  of  thirteen 

♦Steuben  MS.  Papora^  vol  ix,  letter  of  Timothy  Pickeriag  of  Jiuio  25tli, 
1782. 

f  Washington's  Writings,  vol  viii,  315  and  316,  and  Steuben  MS.  Pi- 
pors,  vol  viii 
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States  (each  having  its  local  prejudices),  and  subject  to  con- 
stant iutermptions  and  deviations  from  the  frequent  changes 
and  dissolutions  it  has  undergone.  It  is  equally  just  to  de- 
clare that  the  department,  under  your  auspices,  has  been  con- 
ducted with  an  intelligence,  activity  and  zeal,  not  less  benefi- 
cial to  the  public  than  honorary  to  yourself,  and  that  I  have 
had  abundant  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  your  abilities  and  at- 
tention to  the  duties  of  your  office  during  the  four  years  you 
have  been  in  the  service." 

But  Congress  again  did  nothing,  and  months  passed  away 
before  Steuben  took  up  the  matter  again. 

"  Your  services,"  wrote  North,  on  the  29th  of  October, 
1782,  to  Steuben,*  "to  my  ungrateful  country,  have  been 
treated  with  a  neglect  shocking  to  every  man  of  sensibility. 
Tlie  army  whom  you  have  formed  alone  feel  how  much  Amer- 
ica is  indebted  to  you,  and  their  honest  cheeks  glow  with  in- 
dignation at  the  ingratitude  of  their  countrymen.  The  army, 
the  United  States,  know  what  you  have  done,  your  intimate 
friends  only  know  what  you  have  suffered,  since  you  took 
upon  you  the  herculean  task  of  forming  the  American  armies. 
It  is  now  five  years  since  you  imdcrtook  this  last  work.  IIow 
well  you  have  succeeded  the  present  state  of  the  army  will 
declare ;  but  unfortunately  for  our  honor,  your  reward  only 
consists  in  the  consciousness  of  having  acted  a  great  and  good 
part.  The  war,  my  dear  general,  is  perhaps  dra>viug  towards 
a  close.  It  has  happily  been  successful,  and  you  doubtless 
have  acquired  a  lasting  honor  by  the  part  you  had  in  it.  But 
honor  alone  will  never  compensate  for  your  sacrifices  in  Eu- 
rope, nor  your  sacrifices  in  America ;  a  reward  of  another 
kind  is  due.  Justice  to  yourself  and  to  your  friends  points 
out  the  necessity  of  your  endeavoring  to  procure  it." 

Steuben,  however,  did  not  want  a  reward.  He  only  ex- 
pected to  get  what  he  had  a  right  to  ask.  At  last  he  could 
bear  the  procrastination  no  longer,  and  on  the  4th  of  December, 

*  Stoubon  MS.  Papers,  vol.  ix. 
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1782,  appealed,  in  the  following  noble  letter,  to  B.  Bondinoti 
president  of  Congress  :* 

"  Sir,  it  is  now  five  years  since  I  was  first  honored  inth 
a  major  general's  commission,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  Having  given  up  resx>ectable  commands  and  affluent 
circumstances  in  Europe  to  become  useful  to  this  oountiy,  it 
would  be  doubly  mortifying  to  me  to  find  my  endeavors  in- 
effectual. 

^'  The  journals  of  Congress  will  show  that  this  is  the  fini 
application  I  make  to  their  honorable  body  concerning  my 
private  affairs.  They  will  at  the  same  time  manifest,  that 
while  I  attended  my  duty,  I  wholly  neglected  my  private  con- 
corns.  I  feel  this  satisfaction,  that  if  I  ever  partook  of  the 
honor,  I  likewise  shared  in  the  inconveniences,  toils  and  dan- 
gers to  which  the  anny  was  exposed. 

"  My  private  resources  being  exhausted,  I  entreat  your  Ex- 
cellency will  recommend  to  Congress  their  directing  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  into  my  situation,  and  report  to  them  the 
reasonableness  of  my  demands.  I  shall  be  happy  to  evince  to 
their  committee,  that  the  internal  administration  of  the  reg- 
iments and  corps,  wnth  the  institution  of  which  I  was  intrusted, 
has  been  productive  of  the  most  beneficial  savings  to  the  pub- 
lic, in  men,  arms,  ammunition,  accoutcrments  and  camp  equip 
age.  The  testimonials  of  the  commander-in-chief  and  com- 
manders of  the  separate  armies,  as  well  as  of  the  generals  and 
other  officers  of  the  army,  will  place  this  assertion  beyond  all 
doubt. 

"  To  address  this  letter  to  you^  at  a  time  when  our  army 
is  honored  with  the  approbation  of  allied  troops,  remarkable 
for  their  order  and  discipline,  is  to  me  a  singular  happiness. 
Encouraged  by  their  suffrage,  I  dare  assure  you  that  your 
enemies  can  not  oppose  to  you  an  infantry  equal  to  your  own, 
unless  it  be  superior  in  numbers.  You  have  officers  whose 
military  knowledge  equals  their  courage,  and  soldiers  who  can 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol  is. 


X.ZFK     OF     BTEUBSN.  605 

ezecate  every  possible  command.  With  such  an  army  you 
will  boldly  look  for  a  peace  glorious  to  your  country  and 
promising  happiness  to  your  posterity. 

"  When  I  drew  my  sword  in  the  defense  of  these  States 
I  did  it  with  a  determination  that  death  only  should  force  me 
to  lay  it  down  before  Great  Britain  had  acknowledged  the 
independence  of  America,  and  I  still  i)ersist  in  the  same  reso- 
lution. Your  own  feelings,  sir,  and  those  of  Congress,  may 
enable  you  to  judge  of  those  of  an  old  soldier  who  finds  him- 
self obliged  to  mention  facts  of  such  a  nature  as  those  I  have 
been  laying  before  you.  Congress  will  do  me  the  justice  to 
believe  that,  m  doing  justice  to  the  zeal  and  capacity  of  the 
officers,  and  the  docility  of  the  soldiers  of  the  federal  army, 
to  speak  of  mvself  is  a  task  highly  painful  and  disagreeable  to 
me.*' 

Congress,  on  the  30th  of  December,  1782,  resolved,  that 
to  enable  Steuben  to  take  the  field  another  campaign,  and  for 
his  present  support,  !s;2,400  should  be  paid  to  him,  and  that  he 
should  be  allowed  §300  per  month,  in  lieu  of  his  extra  pay, 
and  subsistence  and  forage  for  himself  and  family.* 

"  The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Clarke 
and  Mr.  Carroll,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  5th, 
from  Major  General  the  Baron  De  Steuben,  having  conferred 
with  him  thcreuj>on,  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress 
the  following  fiicts,  resulting  from  the  communication  made 
to  them,  supported  by  the  testimonials  of  the  commander-in- 
chief  and  many  other  principal  ofiiccrs  of  the  army : 

"  First.  That  the  Baron  De  Steuben  was  in  Europe  pos- 
sessed of  respectable  military  rank,  and  different  posts  of  hon- 
or and  emolument,  which  he  relinquished  to  come  to  America 
and  offer  his  services  at  a  critical  period  of  the  war,  and  with- 
oat  any  previous  stipulation. 

"Secondly.  That  on  his  arrival  he  actually  engaged  in 
the  army,  in  a  very  disinterested  manner,  and  without  coni- 

*  Beaolutioos  of  Congross,  viiL,  51  and  52. 
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pensatioiM  umilar  to  those  which  had  been  made  to 
other  foreign  officers. 

^'Thirdly.  That  under  singolar  difficulties  and  embai 
ments  in  the  department  in  which  he  has  been  employed,  lie 
has  rendered  very  important  and  sabetantial  services,  hj  in- 
troducing into  the  army  a  regular  formation  and  exact  disflfe 
pline,  and  by  establishing  a  spirit  of  order  and  economy  in  the 
intei-ior  administration  of  the  regiments ;  which,  besides  other 
advantages,  have  been  productive  of  immense  savings  to  tbd 
United  States ;  that  in  the  commands  in  which  he  has  been 
employed,  he  has,  upon  all  occasions,  conducted  himself  like  a 
brave  and  experienced  officer:  the  committee  are  therefeie 
of  an  opinion  that  the  sacrifices  and  services  of  the  Baron  De 
Steuben  justly  entitle  him  to  the  distinguished  notice  of  Con- 
gress, and  to  a  generous  compensation,  whenever  the  situaticm 
of  public  affairs  will  admit ;  the  committee  further  report  that 
the  Baron  De  Steuben  has  considerable  arrearages  of  pay  due 
to  him  from  these  States  on  a  liquidated  account,  and  that 
having  exhausted  his  resources  in  past  expenses,  it  is  now  in* 
dispensable  that  a  sum  of  money  should  be  paid  him  for  his 
present  support,  and  to  enable  him  to  take  the  field  another 
campaign,  and  pro]x)se  that  the  sum  of  t2,4O0  be  pmd  to  him 
for  that  purpose,  and  charged  to  his  account  aforesaid ;  where- 
upon, 

"  Meaolved^  That  the  foregoing  proposal  of  the  committee 
be  referred  to  the  superintendent  of  finance  to  take  order. 

"  The  committee  further  observing,  that  from  the  nature  of 
the  department  in  which  the  Baron  De  Steuben  is  employed, 
he  is  under  the  necessity  of  making  frequent  journeys,  bj 
which  he  incurs  an  additional  expense,  and  is  often  deprived 
of  the  allowance  of  forage  to  which  he  is  entitled;  therenpoUf 

"  liesolved,  That  the  Baron  De  Steuben  be  allowed  $300 
per  month,  in  lieu  of  his  extra  pay,  and  of  subsistence  and 
forage  for  himself  and  fiimily,  including  wagon  as  well  as  sad- 
dle horses,  and  that  these  allowances  hereafter  cease.'* 
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'f'WkUs  Slaaben  wm  uningiiig  his  affnra  at  FhilkdelfrfiiA, 
th*  wmy  had  Ukeai  up  their  winter  quarters  at  New  Wind- 
Nn .  la  thii  eonneation  we  give  the  letter  of  Generftl  Gates,  ' 
vio  bad  jtmt  trrived  in  camp,  after  having  lost  ught  of  tbe 
^ogrtm  of  the  army  dnce  the  last  three  years.  For  thia  ren- 
■B  hia  letter  is  the  more  interesting. 

?r  "Ueotenant  Colonel  Howard,"  writes  Gates  on  the  22dof 
Korember,  1782,  to  Steaben,*  "does  me  the  favor  to  be  the 
Wirer  of  this  letter.  I  am  happy  in  so  good  an  opportunity 
to  present  yon  with  my  most  affectionate  regards, 

"Saturday  after  yon  left  camp,  the  left  wing  of  the  army 
I  for  their  winter  quarters,  and  on  Sunday  they  were 
I  by  the  right.  From  tbe  time  of  our  arrival  on  this 
ride  of  the  mountains  we  have  been  constantly  employed  in 
hitting,  and  mokmg  every  preparation  necessary  to  keep  us 
■•rm  and  healthy  through  the  severity  of  the  approachiog 
MHOD.  I  think  another  week  will  complete  tbe  bnnness. 
Omnen  are  become  so  adroit  and  perfect  in  the  art  of  hut- 
tings that  I  think  they  mil  be  more  comfortable  and  better 
lodged  in  the  qoarters  they  build  for  themselves  than  in  those 
any  city  in  the  continent  would  aflbrd  them.  This  mode  of 
Mvering  an  army  for  the  winter  is  new  in  the  art  of  war,  and 
Iwiah,  for  the  good  of  mankind,  that  the  princes  and  generals 
of  Europe  may  not  adopt  it,  for  then  ndicu  to  those  rea[ntOs 
§mn  oamage  which  hitherto  the  winter  has  so  gcnemlly  given 
to  Earopean  armies. 

'  "We  have  jnst  hoard  that  the  enemy  are  preparing  for  a 
Ui^  embarkation — it  may  be  the  whole  are  going — to  tbe 
West  Indies.  I  am  fully  of  opinion  that  is  what  they  ought  to 
dot  *>  kere  they  have  Itttte  to  gain  ;  there  they  have  every 
tlnng  to  lose.  That  commerce  which  is  their  great  resonroe 
■DHt  be  rained,  should  Jamaica  fall.  I  therefore  believe  they 
vill  abandon  all  hero  to  save  it.  If  I  am  right  in  my  coa- 
9,  the  war&ro  between  ns  and  Britain  finishes  with  the 
*  Btmbm  HS.  Papens  vol  Ix. 
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year;  but  believe  ino,  my  dear  baroD,  ray  g'^^t  respect  ftiT 
you  will  not  end  with  the  war.  The  aatoiUBhmeiit  with  which 
1  beheld  the  order,  regularity,  and  attention,  nhicli  you  have 
taiighl  the  American  army,  and  the  obedieuce,  exactness,  and 
true  spirit  of  military  discipUuo  which  you  have  lofuscd  into 
tlioni,  does  you  the  highest  honor.  Gratitude  obliges  me  to 
make  you  this  declaration.  The  generosity  of  the  governing 
powers,  both  civil  and  military,  will,  I  trust,  be  actuated  by 
the  Baine  generous  prineiple,  and  by  proclaiming  to  the  world 
your  merits  and  their  obligatioi),  convince  mankind  ttiat  tba 
republics  of  America  have  at  least  the  virtue  to  bo  grateful." 

About  the  same  time  General  Robert  Howe  wrote  a  letter 
to  Steuben,  which  coofirms  Gates'  statements  about  Steuben's 
popularity  in  the  army,  while  it  shows  its  condition  iu  a  more 
favorable  light  than  we  have  viewed  it.  We  give  it  here  in 
full: 

"I  have  waited,  my  dear  baron,"  writes  Howe  on  the  30th 
of  November,  1782,*  "  a  long  while,  in  hopes  that  some  event 
would,  have  bapjiciied  worthy  of  your  notice,  but  there  hu 
been  such  a  barrenuess  of  incident,  and  it  is  iikely  to  continue, 
that  I  will  no  longer  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  a 
man  I  so  truly  and  wai'mly  esteem,  were  it  only  to  adk.  what 
you  are  doing  iu  Fiiiladelpliia.  You  promised  me  at  parting 
that  I  should  hear  from  you  upon  your  arrival,  but  either  the 
pleasures  or  vexations  you  have  been  Involved  in  have  induced 
you  to  postpone  fulfilling  it.  I  am  too  deeply  interested  in 
your  Iiappiuess  not  eai-uestly  to  hopo  that  my  disappointmeat 
has  been  owing  to  the  former  cause  rather  than  to  the  latter. 
But,  in  either  case,  I  charge  you  to  let  me  hear  from  you ;  if 
the  first,  the  information  will  make  mo  happy ;  if  the  tiecond, 
it  will  induce  every  sensibility  in  my  mind,  and  call  from  ma 
every  consolation  which  can  result  from  affectionate  sym- 
pathy. 

"Your  children — for  so  I  call  our  array — have  been  Libor- 
*  Stouben  M.5.  Papora,  voL  ix. 
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p9g  i4|^t  and  day  to  build  tbeir  hats,  and  a  wilderness  is  al- 
^mdj  changed  uto  a  city.  Were  I  writing  to  a  man  less 
fuqaainted  with  oar  troops  than  yon  are,  I  should  perhaps  ex- 
jMtiate  upon  their  endurance  of  &tigue,  their  patience  under 
the  greatest  sufferings,  the  faithful  services  rendered  their 
Qomitry,  without  reward  and  almost  without  the  hope  of  it ; 
.iheir  resignation  to  cruel  and  repeated  disappointments  with- 
out a  murmur,  with  ten  thousand  other  virtues  with  which 
tjoa  know  them  to  bo  endowed,  and  therefore  now  not  to  be 

JUdd  o£ I  can  not  conclude  this  letter  without 

conveying  to  you  what  I  am  sure  your  attachment  to  the  army 
.inll  render  pleasing  to  you,  that  is,  that  they  universally  think 
.and  speak  of  you  with  love,  pleasure,  gratitude,  and  applause ; 
and  you  will,  I  am  persuaded,  hear  very  shortly  from  them." 
Steuben,  however,  did  not  return  to  head-quarters  until  in 
March,  1783. 
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rpiIE  year  1783  passed  over  more  quietly  than  its  predeces- 
-L  8or.  The  conchision  of  peace  was  ah*eady  certain  at  its 
beginning.  In  March,  the  intelligence  that  the  preliminaries 
had  been  signed  reached  the  camp,  and  as  early  as  the  19lh 
of  April  the  cessation  of  hostilities  was  proclaimed  to  the  army.. 
From  this  date  begins  its  disbandment — a  difficult  business^ 
considering  the  just  claims  of  the  soldiers,  and  the  inability  of 
Congress  to  send  them  home  satisfied. 

"  Our  means,"  writes  Richard  Peters  on  the  23d  of  April, 
1783,  to  Steuben,*  "are  small,  though  our  wishes  are  favor- 
able and  sincere.  Our  circumstances  afford  an  odd  contrast 
to  those  we  have  heretofore  experienced.  The  difficulty  which 
heretofore  oppressed  us  was  how  to  raise  an  army ;  the  one 
which  now  embarrasses  us  is  how  to  dissolve  it.  Every  thing 
tliat  Congress  can  do  for  our  deserving  soldiers  will  be  done, 
but  an  empty  -purse  is  a  bar  to  the  execution  of  the  best 
plans." 

Steuben  was  often  consulted  by  the  commander-in-ebicf,  a.H 

♦  Steuben  MS.  Papera,  vol.  x. 
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well  as  the  Minister  At  War,  about  the  business  connected  with 
the  disbandment  of  the  army,  and  about  the  arrangements  to 
be  made  for  the  defense  of  the  country  aflcr  the  conclusion 
of  peace.  As  to  the  former  object,  ho  wrote  on  the  26th  of 
i4>nl9  1783,  to  Washington  :* 

*'  Before  the  dismissal  of  the  men  engaged  for  the  war,  it 
will  be  necessary  that  each  of  them  should  receive  a  printed 
discbarge,  signed  by  the  commander-in-chief.  If  they  leave 
the  army  without  being  regularly  discharged,  the  consequence 
will  be  that  those  who  have  been  engnged  for  a  longer  time 
will  take  this  moment  to  leave  the  army  also,  and  entering 
into  the  class  of  citizens  with  them,  it  will  not  be  known  who 
are  entitled  to  their  dismission  and  who  are  deserters.  More- 
over, a  discharge  signed  by  the  commander-in-chief  will  give  a 
dignity  flattering  to  soldiers  who  have  served  their  country 
with  fidelity.  It  would  have  a  good  efTect  if  the  soldiers,  by 
their  discharges,  wore  authorized  to  ai)prehond  and  deliver  to 
their  respective  governments  those  who  have  left  the  army 
without  a  legal  discharge.  The  certiticate  of  the  retiring  offi- 
<?ers  ought  to  be  printed  on  parchment,  if  possible,  signed  by 
the  commander-in-chief,  and  sealed  with  his  arms ;  they  will, 
in  the  most  honorable  terms,  express  the  value  of  their  ser- 
vices. 

^  "The  dismissal  of  the  troops  must  be  executed  with  the 
greatest  dignity  possible,  for  which  purj)ose  I  submit  to  your 
Excellency  whether  a  board  should  not  assemble,  to  bo  com- 
posed of  a  brigadier  general,  a  colonel,  a  lieutenant  colonel, 
and  a  major  of  each  line,  at  which  board  the  inspector  gen- 
eral could  preside.  The  certificates  of  the  officers  and  the  dis- 
charge of  the  soldiers  to  be  signed  and  filled  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  nothing  would  remain  for  the  board  but  to  insert  the 
name,  rank,  and  date  of  the  person  discharged.  The  names 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  so  dismissed  to  be  entered  by  the 
board  in  a  book,  which,  in  memory  of  those  brave  citizens 

♦  wSteubcn  MS.  Papons  vol.  xii. 
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who  have  fought  for  the  independence  of  their  eoimtry,  dioqld 
be  preserved  in  the  archives  of  Congress.    The  troops  to  he 
discharged  in  lines,  beginning  with  New  Hampshire.     Hie 
board  dismissing  those  enlisted  for  the  Continent,  might  be  at- 
sembled  at  the  Temple,  the  general  of  the  line,  the  field  and  staff 
officers  of  the  regiment,  nnd  the  officers  of  the  company  who  are 
to  be  discharged,  will  be  present.    The  troops  to  be  marched 
to  the  temple  in  regiments  or  battalions,  formed  for  inspection. 
Each  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  will  be  exanuned 
as  to  hb  pretensions,  and  if  any  doubt  should  arise  as  to  the 
term  of  his  engagement,  the  necessary  inquiries  may  be  niad% 
as  at  this  moment  every  person  will  be  present  who  can  be 
supposed  to  give  information  in  the  matter. 

"  The  DiacJiarging, — When  a  battalion  is  finished,  the  in- 
specting general,  or  inspector,  will  divide  them  into  compa- 
nies, and  divide  the  officers  who  are  to  command  them.  This 
formation  will  exist  on  the  march,  and  until  they  arrive  at  the 
rendezvous  in  their  respective  States,  where  they  will  be  final- 
ly discharged.  Those  who  remain  will  be  formed  in  battalions 
and  companies,  for  the  present,  until  the  new  battalions  are 
composed.  As  soon  as  the  troops  of  a  line  are  discharged,  the 
senior  officer  will,  with  the  genei-al's  order,  conduct  them  to 
the  place  assigned  for  their  final  dissolution.  If  the  soldiers 
could  be  made  sensible  that  this  plan  for  their  dismissal  was« 
adopted  that  they  might  return  to  their  States  with  that  honor 
and  dignity  which  their  service  merits,  and  that  the  least  dis- 
order, excess,  or  want  of  subordination,  would  be  more  dis- 
graceful on  this  than  on  any  other  occasion,  and  would  .... 
the  merits  of  their  past  service,  it  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  the  best  consequence." 

This  prudent  advice,  though  approved  by  the  commander- 
in-cliief,  could  not,  however,  be  realized,  on  account  of  the 
hurry  with  which  the  army,  for  fear  of  disturbance,  was  dis- 
solved. The  troops  dispersed  without  control  or  order,  and 
without  any  ceremony.    A  great  many  bitter  remarks  of 
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flkwiben,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  will  be  found  in  the  Ap 
pendix. 

Waafaington  farther  asked  Steuben's  opinion  on  a  final 
jeace  establishment,  while  General  Lincoln,  the  Minister  at 
War,  requested  his  sentiments  on  the  establishment  of  a  mili- 
taiy  academy  and  manu&ctory. 

**!  had  the  honor,"  wrote  Stenben  on  the  15th  of  April, 
1783,  to  Washington,*  "yesterday,  of  receiving  your  letter 
reqnesting  my  sentiments  on  a  final  establishment.  I  am 
•ony  that  my  knowledge  of  our  frontiers  and  of  the  sea  coast 
win  not  permit  mo  to  answer  your  Excellency's  wishes.  I  am 
firmly  of  opiiuon  that  whatever  troops  may  be  kept  up,  that 
they  should  be  entirely  Continental,  forming  a  division  or 
brigade,  from  which  division  or  brigade  the  ....  post  may 
be  garrisoned  by  battalions  or  companies.  By  such  a  form- 
ation the  order  and  regularity  which  has  been  introduced  into 
(Cmr  service  would,  in  a  great  measure,  be  preserved.  The 
iiay  for  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  for  the 
peace  establishment  ought,  in  my  opinion,  be  less  than  the 
pay  of  those  grades  are  at  present.  It  is  but  reasonable  that 
troops  on  a  peace  establishment  should  receive  less  than  in 
time  of  actual  war,  and  if  these  emoluments  should  be  paid 
regularly,  a  small  snm  would  suffice  to  answer  all  their  real 
wants,  and  some  imaginary  ones.  I  am  also  of  opinion  that 
no  rations  should  be  furnished  to  troops  on  a  peace  establish- 
ment, bat  the  money  at  which  they  are  valued  ....  for  the 
troops,  provided  they  are  paid  weekly.  In  the  present  move- 
ment there  are  other  establishments  which  deserve  to  be  at- 
tended to— the  establisliment  of  military  academics  and  man- 
nfitctories;  those,  as  well  as  the  other  matters,  are,  in  my 
opinion,  of  sufficient  consequence  to  require  the  deliberation 
of  a  committee  of  Congress  and  the  general  officers  of  the 
army." 

And  on  the  21st  of  April  he  continues:  "I  have  the  honor 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol  ziu 
22* 
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to  inolose  to  your  Excellency  my  thoog^hto  on  %  .peaoe  60- 
tablishment  for  our  interior  defenses.    How  &r  my  piwi  w 
adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the  United   States,  and 
whether  it  will  agree  with  the  principles  of  onr  govemmenti  I 
am  not  able  to  determine.    Tliis  I  am  certain  o^  that  we  hare 
need  of  a  regular  force  for  the  protection  of  onr  firontieni*' 
that  our  militia  ought  to  be  on  a  regular  establishment ;  and 
that  the  establishment  of  military  schools  and  manu&ctoriea 
will  be  the  best  means  for  providing  for  our  security  in  futore ; 
and  that  a  system  of  this  nature  will  make  us  more  respectable 
with  the  powers  of  Europe  than  if  we  should  keep  fifty  thou- 
sand men  in  pay."* 

In  his  letter  of  the  10th  of  April,  1783,  transmitting  his 
plan  of  a  military  academy  to  Lincoln,  Steuben  says,  among 
other  things : 

"  Want  of  time  prevented  me  from  detailing  the  different 
objects  I  had  in  view,  which  I  wished  the  more  as  I  wanted 
to  answer  all  and  any  objections  and  doiibts  which  might  be 
raised  as  to  my  statements.  The  calculation,  however,  is  very 
just,  the  expense  taken  at  the  highest,  and  the  result  at  a  very 
moderate  rate.  The  appointments  and  salaries  in  all  the  classes 
are  such,  that  England,  Germany  and  Fi*ance  will  furnish  ac- 
ceptable teachers.  The  i<leas  which  you  communicated  to  me 
served  me  as  a  direction  in  regard  to  the  number.  Several 
objects  require  a  more  detailed  explanation.  I,  therefore, 
should  like  to  be  present  when  the  plan  will- be  taken  into 
consideration." 

"  I  have  been  honored,"  answered  Lincoln,  on  the  24th  of 
April,  I783,f  "with  your  favor  of  the  16th  inst.,  covering  a 
system  for  the  military  academy. 

"  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  by  your  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject; and  for  your  well-digcstcd  and  judicious  arguments, 
please  to  accept  my  most  cordial  thanks. 

*  Steuben's  views  on  thifl  subject  will  be  found  in  tho  Appendix, 
t  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  x. 
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V'  ^I^m  fidly  eonvinoed  as  to  what  is  the  interest  of  the 
Ifaifted  Stately  but  I  can  not  bo  so  certain  what  line  of  conduct 
iimj  will  pursue.  However,  the  committee  have  under  con* 
rfdaratioD  your  observations.  If  I  differ  from  them  in  mj 
nport,  it  will  not  be  because  I  think  them  ill  calculated  to 
promote  the  general  interest,  but  from  a  full  conviction  that 
io  necessary  and  extensive  a  plan  can  not  be  carried  in  Con- 
gress. I  hope  you  will  be  heard  before  your  plan  is  rejected. 
■  ^If  the  very  best  measure  can  not  bo  obtained,  we  must 
St  present  be  content  with  the  next  best." 
'^  ^I  have  received  your  plans,"  wrote  R.  Peters,  to  whom 
Steuben  had  just  given  his  opinion  about  the  line  of  conduct 
to  be  pursued  towards  prisoners  of  war,  on  the  6th  of  May, 
1783,  ^  and  given  them  to  the  committee  on  peace  establish- 
ment. You  know  how  much  I  value  all  your  military  opinions, 
and  therefore  I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  find  much  to  ...  . 
'in  the  ....;*  but  if  I  were  to  go  into  the  details  my 
answer  would  be  wordy,  and  possibly  not  well  grounded.  All 
of  them  will  not  be  adopted,  but  they  wiU  furnish  a  very 
respectable  part  of  any  building  wo  may  erect." 

Steuben's  plan  for  the  establishment  of  a  military  academy 
and  manu&ctory,  which  he  made  at  the  request  of  the  Sec- 
letory  at  War  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  all  the  drafts 
hfi  made  at  this  time.  How  far  it  served  as  a  basis  for  the 
military  school  at  West  Point  (established  in  1803),  we  are 
not  able  to  judge,  but  it  will  easily  be  seen,  by  competent 
judges,  from  the  following  particulars.  Steuben's  leading  idea 
in  regard  to  the  school  was  the  creation  of  an  institution 
smilar  to  the  Prussian  cadet  houses^  as,  for  instance,  Potsdam 
and  Berlin,  in  which  young  men  are  educated  for  officers.  He 
nyB:t 

**1.  The  establishment  shall  consist  of  a  military  acad* 
emy  and  a  military  manufactoiy,  the  direction  and  government 

*  The  blanks  are  occasioned  by  the  defects  of  the  original  ICSL 
f  Stenben  MS.  Papens  Utioa. 
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of  iriuoh  Bball  be  commiifrl  to  a  director  general,  the  four  1 
senior  ofliocrs  of  lliu  L-atablbhinent,  and  two  profeaaors  of  that 
floadomy,  who  Bfaali  be  called  tbo  council  of  directors. 

"  2.  The  superior  nnd  inferior  officers,  tbe  profestora  t 
masters  of  the  acidemy  aball  be  appointed  by  Congress. 

"  3.  Commission  el's  appointed  by  Congress  sbaU  yearly 
exsmiac  the  administration  of  the  establishment,  to  whom  the 
council  of  dircctora  shnll  expose  their  accounts,  and  give  every 
information,  j-cspecting  the  cslabliglimcnt,  which  may  be  re- 
quired of  them. 

"  4,  One  hundred  and  twenty  young  gentlemen,  under  the 
denomination  of  volunteer  cadets,  Riiall  be  educated  erery 
three  years,  eighty  of  whom  shall  be  destined  for  the  infantry, 
twenty  for  the  cavalry,  and  twenty  for  the  engineers  and  at- 
tiUery. 

"6,  No  person  eliall  be  rooeived  as  a  volunteer  cadet 
nnder  tbe  age  of  fourteen  years,  nor  without  having  receivod 
wbat  is  culled  a  grammar-school  education. 

"  6.  So  cadet  shall  be  obliged  to  enter  into  the  army 
against  his  inclination,  but  shall  be  at  liberty  to  choose  what 
career  he  pleases. 

"  7.  Each  cadet  shall  pay  for  his  board,  clothing  and  in- 
Stniction,  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

"  8.  If  a  cadet  leaves  the  academy  before  his  three  yeam 
expire,  he  shall  be  deprived  of  a  certificate  and  the  benefits 
thereof. 

"  9.  Each  cadet  shall  be  instructed  in  the  following  soicnoa 
and  arts: — Natural  and  cxperimentil  philosophy,  eloqaenoe 
and  the  belies  Uttres,  civil  law  and  the  law  of  nations,  hit- 
tory  and  geography,  mathematics,  civil  architecture,  draw- 
ing, the  French  language,  horsemanship,  fencing,  dancing,  and 
mu»c. 

"  Independent  of  the  above,  those  cadets  designed  for  tiM 
artillery  and  engineers,  will  receive  particular  instructions  from 
the  ofiiccra  of  this  corps. 
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;r«^^:M;  Th*  cadets  shall  live  in  a  oonvenicnt  honae ;  they  will 

ak  firar  diffbreut  tables,  which  will  be  deanlj  and  equally 

red,  and  at  each  of  which  an  officer  will  preside  in  rotation. 
fttmj  will  be  miifonnly  habited,  and  sabject  to  the  rules  of 
the  academy.  The  clothing  (except  linen),  and  subsistenoe 
wiR  be  fbmished  by  the  establishment. 
'  •  **11.  There  will  be  five  professors,  for  each  of  whom  a 
conyenient  house  will  be  constructed,  and  land  annexed  suf- 
ildent  for  a  yard  and  garden.  They  will  also  receive  the  pay 
and  emoluments  mentioned  in  the  list  of  appointments. 

*^  Professors :  one  of  mathematics,  one  of  history:  and  geog* 
tapliy,  one  of  the  law  of  nations  and  civil  law,  one  of  natural 
and  experimental  philosophy,  one  of  eloquence  and  the  beOes 
bUrea. 

**  12.  There  will  be  seven  masters  of  arts,  who  will  have 
.eonrenient  houses  and  gardens,  with  the  pay  and  emoluments 
noted  in  the  list  of  appointments. 

^  Masters :  one  of  architecture,  one  of  drawing,  one  of 
the  French  language,  one  of  riding,  one  of  dancing,  one  of 
fencing,  one  of  music. 

**  The  rules  and  statutes  for  the  academy  shall  be  formed 
by  the  first  council  of  directors,  or  by  persons  named  by  Con- 
gress, whose  sanction  shall  be  necessary  to  their  existing  as  a 
permanent  ordinance. 

"  Congress  will  recommend  the  passing  a  law  by  which  no 
person  shall  be  employed  as  an  officer  in  the  army,  who  has 
not  served  as  an  officer  in  the  Inte  war,  or  received  his  educa- 
tion at  one  of  the  military  academies,  and  can  produce  a  cer- 
tificate, signed  by  the  director  general,  of  his  capacity. 

^  The  rank  of  each  cadet  will  be  shown  by  the  date  of  his 
certificate,  and  if  an  army  should  be  formed,  the  first  class 
would  serve  as  captains,  the  second  as  lieutenants,  and  the 
tlurd  as  ensigns." 

.    The  manufactory  connected  with  the  above  school  con- 
akSted,  according  to  Steuben's  plan,  of  six  hundred  men  em- 
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ployed  in  tbe  difibrcut  branches ;  vix.,  of  aoTen  master  arufi* 
OOTB,  tnojity  artiticci's  of  tiio  tirst  class,  one  bnndrcd  and  fifty 
Kitittccrs  of  ihe  second  class,  twenty-six  conimoti  ti-adcsmea, 
three  hundred  ftiid  uinety-six  common  workingmcii.  Tbo 
nthctories  in  which  they  had  to  work,  were:  1st.  A  nmtiufaO' 
tory  of  cannot!  jjowJoi-  wbicit  was  to  furaiah  one  tboiisaiij& 
baiTcIs  per  annum,  at  $16  a  barrel;  2d.  A  manufactory  of! 
iron  to  cist  tour  hundred  totia  of  ore  into  cannon,  mortars,  how* 
itxers,  KboUe  and  shot ;  3d.  A  manufactory  of  bar  i 
nisb  one  hundred  tons,  each  ton  at  9^0 ;  4th.  A  manafoctor]^ 
of  carriages  to  furnish  one  hundred  and  twenty  carriages  a 
year  at  tlOO  a  piece  ;  5tli.  A  manufactory  of  fire-arms  to  fur- 
nbh  thi'ce  thousand  four  hundred  muskets  at  ^6  a  piece,  livo 
hundred  carabinca  at  $4,  and  livo  hundi-od  pair  of  pistols  at 
$i  ;  6tli.  A  manufactory  of  white  arms  to  furnish  three  thou- 
sand sworda  for  the  cavaliy  at  t2,  three  thousand  four  hun- 
dred bayonets  at  SI  a  piece,  tivo  hundred  lances  and  five  hun- 
dred hatchcta  ;  Tth.  A  manufactory  of  leather,  to  furnish 
three  tliousand  seven  hundred  cirtridge  boxes  at  i'l  a  pieoe^ 
thi'oo  thousand  Mjubbai'd^  lor  HWuids,  Lined  hundred  bridles, 
three  hundred  saddles  and  three  hundred  halters;  8th.  A  bran 
fbundery  to  cast  annually  eight  field-picees,  six  pounders ;  Mght 
fleld-peces,  three  pounders;  eight  howitzers  of  eight  inches^ 
and  eight  howitzers  of  five  and  a  half  inches ;  9th,  A  completa 
laboratory  for  the  artillery. 

Steuben  computed  the  coats  and  expenses  of  both  estate 
liahments  at  tl42,636  per  year.  Deducting  from  them  ike 
articles  manufactured,  at  196,060,  and  the  tuition  fee  received 
from  one  hundred  and  twenty  cadets  at  (300  per  head,  at 
(30,000;  a  balance  was  left  of  tl0,666,  to  be  chatted  to  tbf 
United  States. 

"  Among  the  annnal  salaries  we  quote :  director  genial  to 
receive  t2,832;  each  assistant  teacher  (1,486,  in  all,  $8,784] 
live  professors,  (6,721 ;  five  masters  of  arts  and  tutors,  (3,804; 
hospital  department,  (4,212 ;  oighty  infimtry  cadets,  (31,384 ; 
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•MMgr-Mirdiy  oadeta,  |5,124 ;  twenty  artillery  and  engbeer 
ttrieta,  t5,472  » 

•*'-It  was  joat  at  tiiia  time  that  the  order  of  the  CinainDati 
was-  fimned,  in  the  establishment  of  which  Steaben  took  a 
MTf  prominent  part  As  we  shall  have  to  refer  to  it  in  another 
ehspter,  we  relate  here  the  last  incidents  of  the  war,  and  Sten- 
beo^  partidpation  in  the  memorable  events  which  ended  the 
yMr  1788. 

■'"'  His  position,  in  the  army  just  about  to  dissolve,  is  best 
SbMmoterised  by  the  following  letter  which  the  officers  of  the 
*  two  New  York  regiments,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1783,  addressed 
tm  Steuben,  before  they  left  tboir  quarters.  It  reads  as  fol- 
tows:* 

'  *<The  objects  for  which  wo  tool^  upon  us  the  profession  of 
airms  being  accomplished,  we  are  now  about  to  retire  from  the 
field  and  return  to  the  class  of  private  citizens. 

*^  But  before  we  separate  for  ever,  permit  us,  the  officers 
of  the  two  New  York  regiments,  to  express  our  feelings  to- 
ward yon  on  this  occasion. 

^  The  essential  and  distinguished  services  you  have  ren- 
dered this  country,  must  inspire  the  breast  of  every  citizen 
of  Amenca  with  sentiments  of  gratitude  and  esteem.  But 
we,  sir,  feel  sentiments  of  another  nature.  Your  unremitted 
exertions  on  all  occasions  to  alleviate  the  distress  of  the  army, 
and  the  manner  in  which  you  have  shared  them  with  us,  have 
giTen  yon  more  than  a  common  title  to  the  character  of  our 
liriand^— as  our  military  parent  we  have  long  considered  yon. 
Ignorant  as  we  were  of  the  profession  we  had  undertaken,  it 
ii  to  your  abilities  and  unwearied  assiduity  we  are  indebted 
for  that  military  reputation  we  finally  attained.  We  there- 
fore foel  ourselves  bound  to  you  by  the  strongest  ties  of  affec- 
tion, and  we  now  take  leave  of  you  with  that  regret  which 
suofa  sentiments  must  occasion.  Wishing  you  long  to  enjoy  in 
health  and  happiness  those  rewards  which  your  services  have 

^  Steuben  Ma  Fftpen^  Utkau 
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merited,  and  which  a  grateful  people  can  not  4bSl  to 
We  have  the  honor  to  remain  yours,**  eta 

The  last  duty  which  Steuben  performed  in  the  seryioe  of 
the  United  States,  was  a  mission  which  he  undertook  by  order 
of  the  commander-in-chief  to  Canada.  Washington  selected 
him  as  the  most  proper  person  to  claim  from  General  Haldi- 
roand,  the  governor  of  that  province,  the  delivery  of  the  poste 
on  the  frontier  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States.  This 
mission,  although  it  afterward  proved  unsuccessful,  was  the 
more  honorable  as  it  required  at  the  same  time  a  sound  mil- 
itary and  political  judgment.  The  following  instructions 
were  given  by  Washington  to  Steuben,  on  the  12th  of  July, 
1783:* 

"  In  consequence  of  powers  in  mo  invested  for  that  pur- 
pose, I  do  hereby  authorize  and  desire  you  to  proceed  witJi 
such  dispatch  as  you  shall  find  convenient,  into  Canada,  and 
there  concert  with  General  Haldimand,  or  other  British  com- 
mander-in-chief in  that  province,  all  such  measures  as  you  shall 
find  necessary  for  receiving  possession  of  the  posts  now  under 
his  command  within  the  territoiy  of  the  United  States,  and  at 
present  occupied  by  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and 
from  which  his  said  majesty's  troops  are  to  be  withdrawn, 
agreeably  to  the  seventh  article  of  the  provisional  treaty  be- 
tween his  said  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

"  In  accomplishing  this  negotiation  you  will  obtain,  if  pos- 
sible, from  General  Haldimand  his  assurances  and  orders  for 
the  immediate  possession,  by  the  United  States,  of  the  posts 
in  question,  or  at  least  a  cession  of  them  at  an  early  day.  Bat 
if  this  can  not  bo  done,  you  will  endeavor  to  procure  from  him 
positive  and  definitive  assurances,  that  he  will  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble give  information  of  the  time  that  shall  be  fixed  on  for  the 
evacuation  of  those  posts,  and  that  the  troops  of  his  Britannie 
Majesty  shall  not  be  drawn  therefrom  until  sufficient  previous 
notice  shall  be  given  of  that  event,  that  the  troops  of  the 

*  Washinprlon'fl  Writmga,  viii.,  pp.  462-464. 
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Tftiiladfllilei  nay  be  ready  to  occupy  the  fortresses  aa  soon  as 
tbey  flhall  be  abandoned  by  those  of  his  Britannic  Majesty. 

.  «•  You  will  propose  to  General  Haldimand,  an  exchange  of 
math  artiDery  and  stores  now  in  the  posts,  as  you  shall  think 
proper,  and  which  yon  shall  jadge  will  be  of  benefit  to  the 
United  States,  agreeing  with  the  British  commander-in-chie^ 
that  an  eqnal  nomber  of  cannon,  and  an  equal  quantity  and 
kind  of  stores,  to  what  he  may  consent  to  exchange,  shall  be 
roplaoed  to  his  Britannic  Majesty  by  the  United  States,  at  such 
time  and  {dace  as  shall  be  fixed  on,  by  you,  for  the  purpose. 

.  ^Having  formed  your  arrangements  with  General  Haldi- 
mand, you  will  be  pleased  to  proceed  in  such  manner  as  you  shall 
tUnk  best,  to  viat  the  several  posts  and  fortresses  on  the  fron- 
tier territory  of  the  United  States,  as  far  as  Detroit ;  view  their 
different  situation,  strength,  and  circumstances ;  and,  forming 
yoar  judgment  of  their  relative  position,  and  probable  advan- 
tage to  the  United  States,  you  will  repoit  the  same  to  me, 
with  your  opinion  of  such  of  them  as  you  shall  think.it  most 
expedient  for  the  United  States  to  retain  and  occupy.  In  pass- 
ing Lake  Champlain  you  will  critically  observe  the  width  of 
tke  waters  at  the  northern  extremity,  and  the  nature  of  the 
groond  adjoining;  with  a  view  to  determine  whether  there 
ia^ny  spot  south  of  the  forty-fiflh  degree  of  north  latitude, 
and  near  our  extreme  boundary,  on  which  it  will  be  conven- 
ifloti  should  Congress  judge  it  expedient,  to  erect  fortifications, 
which  would  command  the  entrance  from  Canada  into  that 
lake. 

**  At  Detroit  you  will  find  a  very  considerable  settlement, 
oonsisting  mostly  of  French  people  from  Canada.  To  these 
yoa  will  please  to  intimate  in  the  fullest  manner  the  good  dis- 
pontion  of  Congress  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States 
for  ihdbr  welfiire  and  protection,  expressing  at  the  same  time 
to  thbm  our  expectations  of  finding  the  like  disposition  in 
them  toward  us,  and  the  post  which  we  may  establish  there, 
and  any  future  settlement  which  may  be  formed  in  their  neigh- 
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borhood  by  the  subjcots  of  the  United  States.  As  tbe  adTamoei 
season,  or  other  unforeseen  aocidentSi  may  render  it  diffieute  to 

■ 

get  a  detachment  of  American  troops  to  that  place  befiyre  it 
may  be  convenient  for  the  British  garrison  to  be  wickdrawa 
from  that  post,  you  will  do  well  to  engage,  in  this  case,  some 
one  or  more  of  the  respectable^  and  well-disposed  inhabitanti 
of  the  district  to  provide  a  company  of  militia  (if  there  beany) 
or  others,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  to  take  charge 
of  the  works  and  buildings  of  the  fortress,  assuring  them  soeh 
reasonable  pay  as  shall  be  deemed  adequate  to  their  servioe, 
or  as  yon  may  condition  for.  You  will  also  make  partiddar 
inquiry  whether  the  fanners  or  merchants  of  Detroit  are  aUe 
or  willing  to  supply  an  American  garrison  at  that  post  mik 
provisions  and  other  necessaries,  and  upon  what  terms.'^ 

Washington  himself  at  the  same  time  visited  the  northern 
and  north-western  pnrt  of  the  State  of  New  York,  as  fetr  as  the 
Mohawk  liver  and  the  eastern  banks  of  the  Susquehanna,  ui 
order  eventually  to  assist  Steuben,  and  to  £icilitate  the  opera- 
tions which  would  be  necessary  for  occupying  as  soon  as  evac- 
uated by  British  troops,  the  posts  ceded  by  the  treaty  of 
peace.* 

In  compliance  with  his  instructions,  Steuben  at  once  pro- 
ceeded to  Canada,  and  arrived  at  Chamblee  on  the  2d  of  Au- 
gust, whence  he  sent  Major  North  to  announce  his  arrival  to 
General  Haldiniand.  According  to  the  latter's  appointment, 
they  met  at  Sorcl,  on  the  8tb,  where  Steuben  opened  the  busi- 
ness on  which  he  was  sent. 

"  To  the  first  proposition  which  I  had  in  charge  to  make," 
reports  he  to  Washington,  on  the  23d  of  August,  1783,f  "Gen- 
eral Haldiniand  replied  that  he  had  not  received  any  orders 
for  making  the  least  arrangeraent*for  the  evacuation  of  a  sin- 
gle post ;  that  he  had  only  received  orders  to  cease  hostilities ; 
those  he  had  strictly  complied  with,  not  only  by  restraining  the 

♦  Washington's  Writings,  vol.  viii.,  469. 

f  CorroBpoadence  of  the  Revolutioo,  !▼.,  41, 42. 
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Biiliili  teoopa,  bat  ftlso  the  savages,  from  committing  the  leatt 
iMMtile  act ;  but  that,  until  ho  should  receive  positive  orden 
fi>r  that  purpose,  he  would  not  evacuate  an  inch  of  ground.  I 
inlfarmed  him  that  I  was  not  instructed  to  insist  on  an  imme- 
tfate  evacuation  of  the  posts  in  question,  but  that  I  was  or- 
tlered  to  demand  a  safe  conduct  to,  and  a  liberty  of  visiting 
the  posts  on  our  frontiers,  and  now  occnpied  by  the  British, 
thai  I  might  judge  of  the  arrangements  necessary  to  be  made 
for  securing  the  interests  of  the  United  States.  To  this  he 
answered  that  the  precaution  was  premature ;  that  the  peace  ' 
'waa  not  yet  signed  ;  that  he  was  only  authorized  to  cease  hos- 
tilities ;  and  that,  in  this  point  of  view,  he  could  not  permit 
that  I  should  vL<dt  a  single  post  occupied  by  the  British.  Nei- 
ther would  he  agree  that  any  kind  of  negotiation  should  take 
place  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians,  if  in  his 
power  to  prevent  it,  and  that  the  door  of  communication 
■hould,  on  his  part,  be  shut,  until  he  received  positive  orders 
fnom  his  court  to  open  it.  My  last  proposal  was  that  he  should 
enter  into  an  agreement  to  advise  Congress  of  the  evacuation 
of  the  posts,  three  months  previous  to  their  abandonment. 
This,  for  the  reason  before  mentioned,  ho  refused,  declaring 
(hat  until  the  definitive  treaty  should  be  signed,  ho  would  not 
Mter  into  any  kiud  of  agreement  or  negotiation  whatever. 

*'  I  esteem  myself  very  unfortunate  that  I  could  not  suc- 
.aeed  in  the  business  with  which  I  was  charged,  and  am  only 
consoled  by  the  idea  that  your  Excellency  will  believe  that 
every  thing  which  was  in  my  power  to  do  was  done  to  answer 
the  wishes  of  your  Excellency  and  of  Congress." 

Not  having  any  thing  to  hope  from  a  continuance  of  the 
negotiations,  Steuben  left  St.  John's  on  the  Idth  of  August ; 
arrived  at  Saratoga  on  the  21st  of  August,  and  having  restored 
.'bb  weakened  health,  returned  to  head-quarters,  where  he  re- 
sumed his  old  duties  till  the  army  was  finally  disbanded.  Con- 
gress, on  the  18th  of  October,  1783,  discharged  all  officers  and 
aoldiers  from  service^  «id  retained  only  those  who  had  enlisted 
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for  a  definite  time,  till  the  new  peace  establiahmeiit  was  orgaa- 
iascd.  On  the  recommendation  of  Steuben,  Major  William  North 
was  appointed  inspector  of  the  troops  who  were  under  the  oom- 
mand  of  General  Knox.  Steuben  at  this  time  left  head-^nav- 
ters  by  order  of  the  general-in-chief,  and  went  to  Philadelphiai 
where  he  dissolved  the  posts  still  outstanding,  gave  orders  for 
the  sick  and  invalid  soldiers,  and  emptied  the  hospitals.  The 
performance  of  these  duties  kept  him  until  ihc  latter  part  of 
November,  when  he  returned  to  head-quarters. 

The  British  soon  after  evacnated  New  York,  and  on  the 
25th  of  November,  1783,  Washmgton,  with  his  staff  officers, 
entered  the  city.  Steuben  was  among  them,  and  took  part 
in  all  the  festivities  attendant  on  the  occasion,  and  from  that 
time  to  the  4th  of  December,  when  the  commander-in-chiet 
left  New  York  to  proceed  to  Annapolis,  Maryland,  to  resign 
his  command  into  the  hands  of  Congress. 

Washington,  even  an  hour  before  retiring  to  private  life, 
remembered  Steuben's  merits  and  devoted  service  to  the  great 
cause  which  was  now  triumphant.  He  honored  him  with  a  tes- 
timonial more  flattering  than  any  ho  ever  gave  to  the  other  offi- 
cers of  the  revolutionary  army,  thus  recanting  his  former  harsh 
judgment  which  confounded  Steuben  vnih  the  crowd  of  foreign 
adventurers  who  offered  their  services  in  the  first  years  of  the 
war.  This  was  his  last  letter  while  in  the  semce  of  his  coun- 
try, and  in  this  respect,  too,  is  an  interesting  historical  tlocu- 
ment.    It  reads  as  follows  :* 

"  Annapolis,  December  23,  1783. 
"  My  Dear  Bauon, — 

^'  Although  I  have  taken  frequent  opportunities,  both  in 
public  and  in  private,  of  acknowledging  your  great  zeal,  at- 
tention and  abilities,  in  performing  the  duties  of  your  office, 
yet  I  wish  to  make  use  of  this  last  moment  of  my  public  life, 
to  signify,  in  the  strongest  terms,  my  entire  approbation  of 
your  conduct,  and  to  express  my  sense  of  the  obligations  the 

*  Washington's  Writings^  voL  vUL,  p.  603. 
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-jMiUo  b  under  to  yotL,  for  yoar  fiuthfol  and  meritorions  ser- 
¥ioe8. 

**I  beg  yon  will  be  convinced,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  sboald 
Tijoioe  if  it  could  ever  be  in  my  power  to  serve  yon  more  es- 
ientifllly  than  by  expressions  of  regard  and  affection ;  but, 
in  the  meantime,  I  am  persuaded  you  will  not  be  displeased 
ivith  this  fiirewell  token  of  my  sincere  friendship  and  esteem 
Ibr  yoo. 

^  This  is  the  last  letter  I  shall  write  while  I  continue  in  the 
iervice  of  my  country.  The  hour  of  my  resignation  is  fixed 
iA  twelve  to-day,  after  which  I  shall  become  a  private  citizen, 
dm  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  where  I  shall  be  glad  to  em- 
brace you,  and  testify  the  great  esteem  and  consideration  with 
which  I  am,  my  dear  baron,"  etc. 

Steuben  answered  :* 

*^  The  letter  of  the  23d  of  December,  which  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  receiving  from  yoar  Excellency,  is  the  most  hon- 
orable testimony  which  my  serving  could  have  received.  My 
first  wish  was  to  approve  myself  to  your  Excellency,  and  in 
liaving  obtained  your  esteem  my  happiness  is  complete.  The 
eonfidence  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  place  in  my  integ- 
rity and  abilities  gained  me  that  of  the  army  and  of  the  United 
States.    Your  approbation  will  secure  it. 

*^  A  stranger  to  the  language  and  customs  of  the  country, 
I  had  nothing  to  offer  in  my  favor  but  a  little  experience  and 
a  great  good  will  to  serve  the  United  States.  If  my  endeav- 
ors have  succeeded,  I  owe  it  to  your  Excellency's  protection, 
and  it  is  a  sufficient  reward  for  me  to  know  that  I  have  been 
iwefiii  in  your  Excellency's  operations,  which  always  tended 
to  the  good  of  our  country. 

**  After  having  studied  the  principles  of  the  military  art 
imder  Frederick  the  Great,  and  put  them  in  practice  under 
Washington,  after  having  deposited  my  sword  under  the  same 

«  Steuben  Ma  Papen^  toL  z. 
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trophies  of  vtotory  with  you,  and  finally  after  haTing  rmotbnA 
this  last  public  testimony  of  your  esteem,  there  remains  noA* 
ing  for  me  to  desire. 

*^  Accept  my  sincere  thanks,  my  dear  general,  for  the  me- 
quivocal  proofs  of  your  friendship,  which  I  have  received  sinee 
I  had  first  the  honor  to  be  under  your  orders,  and  believe  that 
I  join  my  prayers  to  those  of  America  for  the  preservation  of 
your  life,  and  for  the  increase  of  your  felicity." 

On  the  12th  of  November,  1783,  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
War  had  become  vacant,  in  consequence  of  General  Iinooln% 
resignation,  and  the  attention  of  the  majority  of  Ck>ngre8S  fat 
this  office  was  now  concentrated  on  Steuben  and  General 
Knox.  The  only  objection  made  against  the  former  was  that 
lie  was  a  foreigner,  and  that  a  foreigner  could  not  be  trusted 
with  a  post  of  8uch  importance.  This  objection,  absurd  as  it 
was,  settled  the  question,  and  while  nobody  disputed  Stenben^s 
superior  knowledge  in  his  science,  and  in  the  administration  of 
the  army,  Knox,  the  native  candidate,  got  the  appointment. 
Steuben  did  not  conceal  his  indignation  at  being  compelled  to 
yield  to  such  a  stupid  pretext.  "  The  man,"  said  he,  in  a  let- 
ter upon  this  subject,  "who  had  abandoned  all  his  appoint- 
ments, and  the  brightest  prospects  in  Europe,  to  devote  his 
services  to  the  United  States,  who  had  served  them  with  zeal 
and  fidelity  during  a  war  of  seven  years  as  critical  as  trying; 
the  man  who  had  got  possessions  in  Virginia,  Pennsylvania, 
New  York  and  New  Jersey — with  what  eftVontery  could  he 
be  called  a  foreigner  I  As  to  the  importance  of  this  ministe- 
rial office,  the  man  who  had  organized  the  whole  American 
army  in  the  midst  of  the  war ;  the  man  who  solely  had  estab- 
lished and  put  in  execution  the  principles  of  strict  military 
rules :  this  man  can  not  be  intrusted  with  the  administration 
of  a  corps  of  four  hundred  men  in  time  of  peace  I  What  fine 
reasoning !  But,  in  fact,  Mr.  Knox  had  engaged  the  delegates 
of  Massachusetts  to  secure  to  him  this  place.  His  own  State 
could  not  provide  him  with  a  post  worthy  of  his  ambition,  and 
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therefore  the  Confederation  had  to  give  him  a  suitable  appoint- 
meuL  Without  disputing  his  knowledge  in  the  art  of  artil- 
lery, I  dare  to  assert,  that  on  my  arrival  at  the  army,  it  had 
no  idea  of  maneuvering  with  a  single  ficld-picco,  and  that  I 
was  the  first  who  taught  them  to  make  use  of  their  cannons  in 
the  attack  and  retreat."* 

Steuben  gave  in  his  resignation  on  the  24th  of  March,  1 784, 
which  Congress  accepted  on  the  15th  of  April.  To  smooth 
his  exasperated  feelings,  Congress  promised  soon  to  settle  his 
claims  against  the  United  States,  and  resolved,f  "That  the 
thanks  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  be  given 
to  Baron  Steuben  for  the  great  zeal  and  abilities  he  har  dis- 
covered in  the  discharge  of  the  several  duties  of  his  office ; 
that  a  gold-hilted  sword  be  presented  to  him,  as  a  mark  of  the 
high  sense  Congress  entertain  of  his  character  and  services ; 
and  that  the  superintendent  of  finance  take  order  for  procur- 
ing the  same." 

This  sword  was  presented  to  Steuben  three  years  after- 
wards, on  the  4th  of  January,  1787,  with  the  following  letter 

from  General  Knox : 

"War  Office,  January^,  1787. 

"SiK,— ^The  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  by  their 
act  of  the  15th  of  April,  IV 84,  expressed  their  high  sense  of 
your  military  talents,  services,  and  character,  and  as  an  honor- 
able evidence  thereof  they  directed  that  a  gold-hilted  sword 
should  be  presented  to  you.  It  is  with  great  satisfaction  I 
embrace  the  occasion  of  presenting  you  with  the  invaluable 
memorial  of  their  sentiments  and  your  eminent  merits. 

"  Were  it  possible  to  enhance  the  honor  conferred  by  the 
sovereign  authority,  it  would  be  derived  from  the  consider- 
ation that  their  applause  was  reciprocated  by  the  late  illus- 
trious commander-in-chief,  and  the  whole  army," 

To  which  letter  Steuben,  on  the  5th  of  January,  returned 
the  following  polite  answer : 

•  Steuben  MS.  Paiwr?,  vol.  xL  f  Rca  of  Congress,  vol.  ix.,  p.  128. 
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"  I  have  been  honorod  ivilli  your  ktter,  and  Captain 
bna  delivered  uic  ibc  sword  which  tho  United  States  i 
plesat'd  to  order  by  thoiract  of  the  15th  of  April,  1784, 

"Permit  me,  sir,  to  request  that  you  would  es[>rL*si!  la 
Congress  tho  high  seiitiioents  of  respect  and  aokDowledgtnent 
with  wliich  I  receive  tliis  distingtiished  mark  of  thoir  regard. 

"To  it  soldier  such  sentiments  are  ever  dear,  and  that  thia 
is  accompanied  with  the  approbation  of  our  late  commander- 
in-chief)  of  yourselt)  aod  tho  army  in  general,  will  always  be 
my  greatest  glory, 

"Accept,  sir,  my  sincere  thaolu  for  the  very  flatterin); 
lUBimer  in  which  yon  have  comuinnicatod  this  present,  aai 
believe  me,"  etc. 

la  the  New  York  Daili/ Advertiser  of  t\ic  llth  of  January, 
1787,  firom  which  we  quote  the  above  letters,  the  followbg 
deaoriptiou  of  the  sword  is  given: 

"  It  was  made  in  London,  under  the  direction  of  Colonel 
Smith,  and  executed  by  the  first  workmen  in  that  kingdom, 
The  small  medaJlions  on  each  side  of  the  top  of  the  iiilt,  pre- 
Bent  an  eagle  perched  on  a  bunch  of  arrows,  with  a  wrealb 
of  laurel  in  her  bill,  and  wings  extended  ready  to  lise.  The 
modest  genius  of  America  fills  the  front  medallion  on  the  hilt, 
dressed  in  a  flowing  robe,  ornamented  with  the  new  constella- 
tion, holding  an  olive  brunch  in  her  right  arm,  and  a  dagger 
in  her  left  hand,  and  the  fair  field  of  liberty  flourishing  in  the 
background.  It  is  answered  on  tho  opposite  side  with  the 
full  figure  of  Alinerva,  in  martial  dress,  robed  and  ornamented 
with  the  same  stars;  the  bird  of  wisdom  is  seated  near;  her 
left  hand  being  extended,  presents  the  olive  branch,  while  the 
right  is  jiroperly  supported  hy  the  spear ;  this  figure  is  mar- 
tial and  gay — the  other  is  mild,  and  modestly  embraces  tho 
t-ljve  branch,  but  holds  the  daggcj  with  firnmess.  The  how 
of  the  hilt  presents  drums,  colors,  halberts,  etc,  etc.  The 
Bword  and  Blue  Book*  fill  the  two  lower  ones — two  eagles, 
IT  army,  coaunoalj  called  tha 
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seated  on  knots  of  colors,  surrounded  with  stars,  and  holding 
a  sprig  of  an  olivo  brar\ph  in  the  bill,  with  extended  wings,  are 
emblems  of  peace  and  protection,  under  the  sword  and  Blue 
Book  (which  our  country  can  not  too  strictly  attend  to).  The 
two  oppoute  medallions  are  filled  with  trophies  of  war,  and  the 
following  inscription,  modestly  placed  out  of  view  under  the 
shield :  '  The  United.  States  to  Hajor  General  Baron  Steuben, 
16th  April,  1784,  for  military  merit.' " 

23 
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REPUBLICS  are  accused  of  ingralitude  toward  those  who 
have  done  them  good  service,  more  often  than  any  other 
government ;  comparisons  are  drawn  between  the  absolntist 
and  free  forms  of  political  society,  in  order  to  show  that  kings 
and  princes  are  the  more  grateful  in  recompensing*  their  faith- 
ful servants. 

Although  it  can  not  bo  denied  that  the  sovereign  power, 
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when  vcstcil  in  an  iiidiWdual,  has  a  greater  jxirsonal  interest  to 
prove  its  gratitude  to  those  who  served  its  ends,  than  a  gov- 
ernment which  only  teinjwrarily  represents  the  people,  wo 
nevertheless,  can  not  admit  that  this  reproach  is  justified. 

The  very  nature  of  government  excludes  gratitude.  There 
arc  too  many  in  oftice,  or  desirous  of  office,  who  claim  its  full 
attention,  and  do  not  allow  it  to  indulge  in  feelings  of  acknowl- 
edgment; the  dead  are  forgotten,  and  those  out  of  office  nec- 
essarily overlooked.  The  people  at  large  have  a  short  mem- 
ory, they  are  directed  hy  the  impulse  of  the  moment,  and 
control  each  other  hi  the  instinct  of  their  narrow-minded  in- 
terests. Here  and  there  a  brilliant  exception — as  in  this  coun- 
try, for  instance,  the  honors  bestowed  upon  AVaslnngton — con- 
firms the  general  rule,  and  all  the  hard  suilerings,  all  the  glo- 
rious deeds  of  great  men  would  soon  be  forgotten,  were  it  not 
the  pious  tJisk  of  the  historian  to  ]>reserve  them  for  the  benefit 
of  future  genei-ations. 

The  United  States,  far  from  being  grateful,  have  been  par- 
ticularly forgetful  in  regard  to  their  great  men.  In  no  coun- 
try of  the  world  do  they  make  so  ])onipous  a  display  of  them 
and  remember  so  little  what  they  have  (lone.  As  an  example, 
Nathaniel  Greene,  afler  Washington,  the  greatest  in  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  a  man  who  had  almost  no  equals  in  a  great 
period,  and  contributed  so  largely  to  the  establishment  of  the 
national  hidependence,  is  forgotten  ;  the  spot  where  his  ashes 
repose  is  not  known.  Alexander  ILunilton,  the  great  legisla- 
tor and  statesman,  one  of  the  eminent  founders  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Slates,  is  hardly  spoken  of  but  by  pro- 
fessional men  ;  the  peoi)le  at  large  do  not  know  him ;  while  in 
other  countries,  whiirli  at  least  honor  their  deceased  heroes, 
public  places  would  be  adorned  with  his  statues,  school-rooms 
decorated  with  his  busts,  and  private  houses  ornamented  with 
bis  portraits.  It  really  appears  that  in  this  country  the  enthu- 
siastic veneration  of  Washington  excludes  any  recollection  of 
the  services  of  his  compeers. 
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Bat  bo  this  as  it  may,  we  do  not  require  gratitude  on  the 
part  of  a  govcmmcut ;  all  we  can  ask,  and  what  we  have  a 
right  to  ask,  is  justice  and  the  strict  fulfillment  of  its  obliga- 
tions, governments  having  their  duties  as  well  as  their  rightly 
the  duo  performance  of  the  one  being  the  best  title  to  the 
other;  but  even  in  this  respect  the  United  States  failed  in 
their  dealings  with  the  revolutionary  officers. 

A  striking  illustration  of  this  fact  is  afforded  by  the  eight 
years'  negotiation  which  Steuben  had  with  Congress  for  the 
settlement  of  his  claims.  It  is  our  unpleasant  office  to  give 
the  history  of  these  proceedings,  which  have  been  often  em- 
ployed to  cast  a  reproach  on  the  character  and  disinterested- 
ness of  Steuben.  In  order  to  be  just  and  to  make  them  clea^ 
ly  understood  and  considered  in  the  spirit  of  their  time,  we  j 
must,  before  entering  into  the  particulars  of  Steuben's  de-  ' 
m.inds,  refer  to  the  treatment  which  the  revolutionary  officers 
in  general  experienced  on  tlie  part  of  tlie  United  States. 

The  pay  of  the  American  army  was  originally  so  small  that 
it  offered  to  those  that  had  families  dependent  upon  them, 
an  inadequate  support.  And  so  early  as  1778,  Washington, 
perceiving  the  ill  effects  that  must  arise  from  the  mistaken 
policy  of  Cougrcss  toward  the  array,  addressed  the  president 
of  Congress  in  tlie  first  of  a  series  of  most  able  letters,  which 
extend  through  the  five  following  years. 

Accordingly  Congress  resolved,  on  the  2l8t  of  April,  1778, 
that  provision  should  be  made  for  the  officers  of  the  army 
after  the  close  of  the  war.  Five  days  aftei'ward,  a  propoa- 
tion  was  carried  that  half  pay  be  granted  to  them  for  life, 
to  commence  at  the  end  of  the  war ;  the  next  day  it  was  re- 
solved, that  the  United  States  sliould  have  the  right  to  redeem 
the  half  pay  for  life  by  giving  to  the  officer  entitled,  four  years' 
half  pay,  and  on  the  15th  of  May  Congress  substituted  for  the 
whole  scheme  a  provision  of  half  pay  for  seven  years. 

It  was  soon  found  that  the  resolution  of  the  15  th  of  May 
was  wholly  inadequate,  and  Washingtou  again  pressed  the 
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subject  upon  the  attention  of  Congress.  On  tlie  11th  of  Aug- 
ust, 1779,  eight  States  against  four  voted  that  the  half  pay 
granted  by  the  resolve  of  the  15th  of  May,  be  extended  so  as 
to  continae  for  life;  and  on  the  17th  it  was  further  resolved, 
that  this  extension  be  deemed  suspended,  and  that  it  be  rec- 
ommended to  the  States  that  had  not  already  adopted  meas- 
ures for  that  purpose,  to  make  an  adequate  provision  for  the 
officers  enlisted  for  the  war,  who  should  remain  in  service  till 
the  establishment  of  peace.  Pennsylvania  had  already  voted 
to  her  officers  half  pay  for  life,  but  no  other  State  followed  Ikt 
example,  or  heeded  the  recomineiidations  of  Congress. 

In  the  autumn  of  1780,  Washington  again  applied  to  Con- 
gress, and  on  the  21st  of  October  a  resolution  was  passed  that 
half  pay  for  life  should  be  granted  to  such  oflicers  as  should 
remain  in  service  till  the  end  of  the  war. 

From  this  time  the  officers  remained  in  the  service,  re- 
lying upon  this  resolution  in  the  belief  that  the  public  ihilh 
would  be  kei)t  with  them.  But  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
1780  was  supplanted  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation, 
whose  members  could  not  be  brought  to  see  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  2 1  St  of  October,  1780,  was  a  compact  with  the 
officers,  obligatory  upon  every  succceiling  Congress,  On  the 
contrary,  it  was  maintained  that  the  resolve,  having  passed  be- 
fore the  Articles  of  Confederation  were  signed,  could  not  bind 
Congress  under  the  Confederation,  as  that  instrument  required 
the  votes  of  nine  States  for  an  appropriation  of  money. 

Nothing,  therefore,  was  done,  and  the  officers  of  the  Con- 
tinental army  fearing  it  would  be  disbanded  before  their  claims 
would  be  settled,  destitute  of  money  aiid  of  credit,  oppressed 
with  debts  and  with  the  suffijrings  of  their  families  at  home, 
presented,  in  December,  1782,  a  memorial  to  Congress,  in 
which  they  offered  to  commute  the  half  pay  for  life  granted 
to  them  by  the  resolntion  of  October,  1780,  for  full  pay  for  a 
certain  number  of  years,  or  for  a  reasonable  sum  in  g»o.ss. 
The  committee,  chosen  from  among  the  officers  themselves, 
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to  advocate  their  claims,  waited  upon  Congreu  until  Manh; 
1783,  when  thej  wrote  to  their  coDBtituents  that  nolhing  had 
been  done.  On  the  10th  of  March,  the  fiimous  Newbnrg  let- 
ter made  its  appearance  in  the  army.  It  was  written  with 
great  ability  and  skill,  and  called  upon  the  officers  of  the 
army  at  Newburg  to  meet  together  to  consider  the  late  let- 
ter fiom  their  committee  at  l^hiladelphia.  Although  it  was 
anonymous,  it  is  well  known  it  was  written  by  John  AroH 
strong,  a  major  in  the  aimy. 

The  crisis  called  lR>rth  all  Washington's  conciliatory  tact 
and  firmness.  He  issued  an  order  at  once  forbidding  an  as- 
semblage at  the  call  of  an  anonymous  paper,  and  directing  the 
officers  to  assemble  on  the  18th  of  March,  to  hear  a  report  of 
their  committee  at  Philadelphia,  and  to  determine  what  course 
should  be  pursued  for  the  future.  Tlio  senior  officer  in  rank 
was  directed  to  preside  and  to  report  the  result  of  the  meeting 
to  the  commander-in-chief. 

On  the  next  day  after  the  issuing  of  this  order,  -a  second 
anonymous  letter  aj)peared  from  the  same  writer.  In  this  pa- 
per he  affijcted  to  consider  the  order  of  Washington  as  a  sanc- 
tion of  the  whole  proceeding  which  the  writer  had  proposed. 
Washington  saw  at  once  the  necessity  of  being  present  at 
the' meeting;  and  by  his  influence,  aided  by  Putnam,  Knox, 
Brooks  and  Howard,  resolutions  were  adopted  in  which  the 
oflicers,  after  reasserting  their  grievances,  and  rebuking  all 
attempts  to  seduce  them  from  their  allegiance,  referred  tho 
whole  subject  of  their  claims  again  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress. 

The  effi?ct  of  these  resolutions  was  the  passage  by  Congi*esA 
of  certain  resolves,  on  the  22d  of  March,  1783,  commuting  the 
halt"  pay  for  life  to  five  years'  full  pay  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
to  be  received  at  the  option  of  Congress,  in  money,  or  in  such 
securities  as  were  given  to  other  creditors  of  the  United  States. 
In  July  the  accounts  of  the  army  were  ordered  to  be  adjusted, 
and  after  the  disbanding  of  the  army  in  October,  1783,  the 
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officers  passed  in  the  whole  mass  of  the  creditors  of  the  Con- 
federation?' 

Steuben  *8  position  was  quite  different  from  that  of  his 
brother  officers  when  he  retired  to  private  life.  Old,  fatigued, 
and  without  resources,  in  a  foreign  country,  he  stood  helpless 
and  alone.  lie  knew  none  of  the  civil  occupations  by  which 
others  succeeded  in  gaining  an  honorable  existence ;  he  had 
nothing  to  rely  on  but  his  past  services  to  assure  him  a  liveli- 
hood during  his  declining  years.  He  expected  that  Congress  at 
once  would  do  justice  to  IiLs  claims;  but  when  American  officers 
were  treated  in  so  mean  and  miserly  a  way,  a  foreigner  had 
stiil  less  reason  to  hope  that  his  claims,  however  just,  would  be 
acknowledged. 

It  took  Steuben  no  loss  than  seven  years  to  arrive  at  a  final 
settleraient  with  Congress. 

As  stated  above,  in  chapter  V.,  Steuben,  in  February, 
1778,  when  asked  by  Congress  on  what  conditions  he  would 
enter  the  service  of  the  United  States,  declared  to  a  commit- 
tee sent  to  him  for  this  purpose,  that  he  had  come  to  offer  his 
services  as  a  volunteer,  and  asked  neither  rank  nor  pay  ;  that 
if  the  United  States  failed  in  their  revolution,  or  if  he  did  not 
give  satisfaction  in  his  operations,  he  asked  nothing ;  but  that, 
leaving  to  their  generosity  any  other  reward  of  his  services,  if 
at  the  end  of  the  war  thuy  should  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  and  if  the  great  object  of  independence 
sliould  finally  be  accomplished,  he  expected  not  only  a  reim- 
bursement of  all  his  expenses  incurred  in  coming  to  America, 
but  also  an  indemnification  for  the  emoluments  which  he  was 
obliged  to  renounce  hi  order  to  devote  his  services  to  the 
United  States. 

Congress  thanked  Steuben  for  this  generous  and  disinter- 
ested tender  of  his  talents,  and  directed  him  to  join  the  army 
without  delay,  whereupon  he  set  out  for  the  camp. 

•  GeorffO  Ticknor  Ciirti"*:  llwtory  of  tlio  Origin,  Formation,  and  Adopliou 
oTtho  CoDStituiiou  of  the  United  Stales,  i^  15S. 
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Dnriog  tbe  whole  war  he  fiilfined,  as  we  hare  nn,  liit/«i- 
gagements  like  a  good  general  and  a  man  of  hon<m  The  w 
dependence  of  the  United  States  was  acknowledged  by  »  peMS 
with  Great  Britain,  as  advantageons  as  glorioos  to  the  United 
.States,  for  which  it  now  remained  to  fulfill,  among  otherSi  their 
engagements  with  Steuben.  As  long  as  the  war  lasted  thej 
seemed  to  have  been  conscious  of  their  obligations.  In  Decern? 
her,  1782,  Steuben  made  an  application  to  Congress  to  have  hii 
accounts  liquidated  and  to  obtain  some  further  assurances  tat 
the  accomplishment  of  the  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  towards  him.  As  stated  in  chapter  XXIII.,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  for  this  purpose,  consisting  of  Measnb 
A  Hamilton,  Clark  and  CaiToU,  on  the  30th  of  December, 
1782.* 

They  made  their  report,  in  which  the  amount  of  tlie  com- 
pensation was  left  blank.  But  a  verbal  proposal  was  agitated 
in  Congress,  to  pay  Steuben  a  gross  sum  of  ten  thousand  giiis- 
eas,  in  full  discharge  of  all  claims  and  demands  whatever. 
The  payment  of  the  revenue  which  he  had  sacrificed,  and  &r 
the  indeuinitication  of  which  he  had  stipulated,  he  feared 
might  be  regarded  as  a  pension,  and  in  that  light  be  disagree- 
able to  the  country.  He  therefore  resolved  to  limit  his  claim 
to  a  gross  sum,  payable  in  Europe  in  such  reasonable  install- 
ments as  to  obviate  any  difiiculties  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  in  paying  it.  The  sum  which  he  fixed  amounted  to 
£10,000.  The  resolution  of  Congress  on  this  subject  was  de- 
ferred, because  it  was  suggested  that  the  public  finances  were 
utterly  deranged,  and  that  Congress  would  be  embarrassed 
by  a  number  of  foreign  officers  then  at  Philadelphia,  who 
might  be  induced  to  increase  their  demands,  on  such  generous 
treatment  being  given  to  Steuben.  Always  retdning  the  full- 
est confidence  in  Congress,  he  acquiesced  in  the  reasons  given 
and  rejoined  the  army. 

On  the  24th  day  of  March,  1784,  when  Steuben  sent  in  his 

*  Cougrcssiooal  Dobatea,  viii.,  61. 
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reflignatioD,  he  repeated  his  request  for  a  final  arrangement  of 
his  basin^lB.  Mr.  E.  Gerry  then  proposed  that  the  sum  of 
$40,000  should  bo  given,  as  an  indemnification  and  satisfac- 
tion of  all  his  claims,  but  that  the  $9,000  for  his  commutation 
should  be  included  therein.  The  resolve  of  Congress,  of  April 
16,  1784,  then  sitting  at  Annapolis,  shows  a  promise  of  ample 
justice,  and  ordered  that  till  the  most  speedy  :md  eflicacious 
means  of  satisfying  his  demands  were  procured,  in  the  mean- 
time the  sum  of  $10,000  should  be  advanced  to  him  on  ac- 
oonnt.  This  sum  was  indeed  paid  to  him,  but  at  different  pe- 
riods and  with  irregularity  and  loss,  and  was  deducted  from 
his  pay  and  commutation  as  major  general.  It  was,  however, 
objected  by  some  that  Steuben's  demands  were  exorbitant ; 
that  his  avarice  w^as  insatiable,  and  that  he  was  not  to  be  sat- 
isfied with  any  fixed  sums,  however  large.  In  closely  examin- 
log  his  claims  they  do  not  at  all  appear  indefinite.  They  are, 
CD  the  contrary,  fixed  to  a  certain  specific  sum,  which  is  by 
no  means  exorbitant.  According  to  the  stipulations  which  he 
made  in  entei-ing  the  service,  he  asked  :* 

let  Tlie  reimbursement  of  his  expenses  iu  coming  to  America,  at  G20  louisdora : 

In  dollars, §2,815.80 

Interest  thereon  for  ten  years  at  7  per  cent.,          .        .        .  1,971.08 
2d.  The  payment  of  a  loan,  made  1778,  at  Gerard  &  Beaumarchais' 
apcnt,  to  defray  his  camp  equipage,  horses,  etc.,  1,400 

louisdors, 0,358.32 

Interest  thereon  (or  nine  year.^  at  7  per  cent,         .        .      .  4,005.72 

3d.  Indemnification  for  a  yearly  revenue  of  680  louisdors,      .       .  G2,G83.32 

$07,834.2-1 

•  Steuben  made  at  diflerent  times,  different  statements,  setting  forth  his 
daims.  Their  principal  item,  however,  viz.,  the  indemnification  for  h\i 
yearly  revenue  of  five  himdred  and  eighty  louisdors,  is  in  all  the  same,  and 
other  apparent  incouslstonclos  aro  caused  by  tlio  dillerence  of  tlie  accumu- 
lated int*'rc3t.  "Wo  have  chosen  the  account  which  iq  1787  he  laid  before  Con- 
gress. Deducting  from  its  net  amount  the  unsettled  items,  3  and  4,  it  is 
even  less  than  the  result  of  the  Secretary  of  Treasury's  account,  of  1790. 
This  gentleman  arrives  at  a  balance  of  $7,396.3  J  in  Steuben's  favor,  while 
he  himself  asks  only  $998.24. 

2.^* 
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Brought  over, tST.SUJI 

4tb.  The  above-named  rovonuo  of  680  looisdorB  sinoe  his  resigna- 
tioDi  in  March,  1783  to  September,  1787,  being  four  and 
a  half  joani,  without  interest^ 11,803.71 

Total, $79,687.^ 

Received  on  account: 

Traveling  expenses  in  1779,  160  louisdora,  .  .  $681.24 
IntercRt  thereon,  eight  years,  at  7  per  cent,  .  381.48 
Commutation  as  major  gcnoral,  ....  9,090.00 
A  gratification  of 7,000.00 — 17,152.7S 

Balance  due,  $62,636.}} 

Thus  it  is  evident  that  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  poonda 
sterling,  which  Steuben  had  fixed  on  as  full  corapcnsation  for 
every  tiling,  was  not  exorbitant,  but  fell  short  of  what  was  in 
justice  due  to  him.  When  he  had  decided  to  limit  his  claim 
to  the  sum  before  mentioned,  he  consulted  with  several  inem« 
bens  of  Congress,  who  all  thought  the  proposition  reasonable, 
and  promised  to  support  it.  From  Annapolis  Congress  soon 
afler  moved  to  Trenton,  and  Steuben  again  presented  himself 
to  them  for  a  final  decision  on  his  demands. 

It  was  at  this  period  that  the  nature  of  the  affair  began 
change  its  face.  Hitherto  Steuben  had  been  treated  with 
degree  of  respect,  but  now  the  language  was  changed,  an 
Bome  of  the  members  of  Congress  not  only  acted  in  o|)ev7 
opposition  to  his  claims,  but  even  did  not  refi-ain  from  sug- 
gestions injurious  to  his  character  as  a  man  of  honor.  The/ 
denied  the  validity  of  the  engagements  on  whiuh  Steuben 
founded  his  claim,  they  depreciated  his  services,  and  suggested 
that  the  sacrifice  of  a  revenue  in  Europe  was  not  proved,  but 
that,  like  other  needy  adventurera,  he  had  come  over  to  seek 
employ  in  this  couiitry;  some  even  insinuated  that  he  ^t» 
paid  by  the  court  of  France  for  his  services  in  America,  and 
from  these  suggestions  or  impressions,  a  system  of  opposition 
was  formed  against  his  demands. 
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However  mortifying  these  proceedings  were  to  Steuben, 
t  was  some  consolation  that  they  were  supported  by  a  very 
nnall  minonty  in  Qongress,  sufficient,  however,  to  defeat  the 
ntentions  of  a  i-espectable  minority,  who  at  all  times  were 
Ibposed  to  do  him  justice. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1785,  Congress  removed  to  New 
JTork.  A  majority  of  them  then  pressed  for  a  decision  on 
ho  affair,  and  another  committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
lis  pretensions.  The  opposition  denied  the  existence  of  the 
jugagement  at  York,  but  agreed  that  Steuben  merited  a 
'eward.  The  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  was  proposed, 
hen  a  less  sum,  and  linally  they  passed  the  following  reso- 
ation:  "That  in  full  consideration  of  the  Baron  De  Steuben 
lanng  relinquished  different  posts  of  honor  and  emoluments 
n  Europe,  and  rendered  the  most  essential  services  to  the 
Jnited  States,  ho  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
he  United  States  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  dollars,  in  ad- 
lition  to  former  grants." 

It  appeared  evident  by  this  act,  that  no  contract  or  en- 
gagement was  recognized ;  the  grant  is  expressed  to  be  as  a 
•eward  for  his  services  and  sacrifices. 

"The  poor  baron,"  writes  Alexander  Hamilton,  on  the 
!3d  of  November,  1V85,  to  Washington,*  "is  still  soliciting 
!]Jongrcss,  and  has  every  prospect  of  indigence  before  him. 
le  has  his  imprudences,  but,  upon  the  whole,  he  has  rendered 
raluable  services,  and  his  merits,  and  the  reputation  of  the 
sountry  alike  demand  that  he  should  not  be  left  to  suffer  want. 
!f  there  could  be  any  mode  by  which  your  influence  could  be 
jmployed  in  his  favor,  by  writing  to  your  friends  in  Congress, 
)r  otiierwise,  the  baron  and  his  friends  would  be  under  great 
)bligations  to  you." 

In  consequence  of  this  formal  attempt  to  evade  the  con- 
;ract,  it  became  Steuben's  duty  to  prove  that  it  existed.  At 
be  time  ho  laid  his  terms  before  the  committee,  it  certainly 

♦  Correspondence  of  the  American  Revolution,  by  J.  Sparks,  iv.,  122. 
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did  not  enter  his  head  to  exccato  a  written  agreemeiit  befi>fB 
a  notary  public ;  iu  mailing  stipulations  with  a  soTereigti  he 
had  not  conceived  it  necessary ;  he  had,  therefore,  uothiiig  is 
writing  to  show.  The  Journals  of  Congress  were  searohedi 
but  nothing  was  to  be  found.  All  that  could  be  done  was  to 
appeal  to  the  individuals  with  whom  he  had  treated.  He  ac- 
cordingly WToto  to  Dr.  Witherspoon,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, Mr.  Gerry,  then  member  of  Congress,  Mr.  Petersi  the 
secretary  of  the  board  of  war,  to  Mr.  Duer,  member  of  Con- 
gress and  of  tho  board  of  war.  These  gentlemen,  withont 
hesitation,  certified  to  the  facts  which  passed  at  the  time,  and 
these  certificates  corroborated  all  that  Steuben  had  advanced 
on  the  subject.  In  answer  to  the  other  objections  and  to  the 
suggestions  which  had  been  thrown  out,  Steuben  collected  a  « 
number  of  letters  and  papera  tending  to  show  that  he  was  not^: 
a  needy  adventurer  as  had  been  insinuated,  nor  the  pensiono'ai 
of  France  in  the  service  of  America. 

Steuben,  from  an  unwillingness  to  trust  wholly  to  his 
judgment  in  a  matter  which  so  immediately  interested  hii 
concluded  to  take  the  advice  of  some  fiiends,  on  whose  sense  o^-« 
justice  he  could  rely.    With  this  view  he  submitted  the  statOB 
ment  of  facts,  and  the  certificates  accompanying  it,  to  John  Ja^BI 
Chancellor  Livingston,  Alexander  Hamilton,  James  Duane  aiaw 
Mr.  Duer,  requesting  them  to  favor  him  with  their  impartLav^ 
opinion  of  the  meiits  of  his  pretensions.    These  gentleme^JM, 
after  deliberate  consideration  of  the  papers  laid  before  theiv^ 
unanimously  declared  it  to  be  their  sentiment,  that  the  traiif- 
actions  vouched  by  the  certificates  produced  to  them,  amoan^ 
cd,  in  substaucc,  to  a  contract  binding  in  good  faith  on  tbe 
United  States. 

Steuben  then  printed  a  few  copies  of  this  state  of  fiicts, 
with  the  several  letters  and  papers  annexed,  and  gave  a  copy 
to  each  member  of  Congress  for  their  information,  and  pre- 
sented a  memorial  to  Congress  insisting  on  the  justice  of  his 
cause. 
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•*'I  scud  you,"  writes  A.  lliuniltoii  to  W.i.xliiiigton,  on  the 
SOth  of  October,  1787,*  *'at  the  request  of  the  Barou  Dc 
Steaben,  a  printed  pamphlet  containing  the  grounds  of  an  ap- 
plication lately  made  to  Congress. 

"  He  tells  me  there  is  some  reference  to  you,  the  object  of 
wbicli  be  does  not  bimself  seem  clearly  to  undei*stand ;  but 
imagines  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  be  of  service  to  him. 
There  are  public  considerations  that  induce  me  to  be  some- 
what anxious  for  bis  success,  lie  is  fortified  with  materials 
which,  in  Europe,  could  not  fail  to  establish  the  belief  of  the 
contract  he  alleges.  The  documents  of  service  he  possesses 
ore  of  a  nature  to  convey  an  exalted  idea  of  them.  The  .com- 
pensations he  has  received,  though  considerable,  if  compared 
with  those  which  have  been  received  by  American  olticers, 
will,  according  to  European  ideas,  be  very  scanty  in  aj)plica- 
tion  to  a  stranger  who  is  acknowledged  to  have  rendered  es- 
sential services.  Our  reputation  abroad  is  not,  at  present,  too 
high.  To  dismiss  an  old  soldier,  enii)ty  and  hungry,  to  seek 
the  bounty  of  those  on  whom  ho  has  no  claims,  and  to  com- 
piam  of  unkind  returns  and  violated  engagements,  will  cer- 
tainly not  tend  to  raise  it.  I  confess,  too,  there  is  something 
in  my  feelings  which  would  incline  me,  in  this  case,  to  go  fur- 
ther than  might  be  strictly  necessary,  rather  than  drive  a  man, 
St  the  baron's  time  of  life,  who  has  been  a  faithful  servant,  to 
extremities.  And  this  is  unavoidable  if  ho  does  not  succeed 
in  his  present  attempt.  What  ho  asks  would,  all  calculations 
made,  ternunate  in  this — an  allowance  of  his  live  hundred  and 
fifty  guineas  a  year,  lie  only  wishes  a  recognition  of  the  con- 
tnict.  He  knows,  that  until  afuiirs  mend,  no  money  can  be 
produced.  I  do  not  know  how  far  it  may  be  in  your  power 
to  do  him  any  good ;  but  I  shall  be  mistaken  if  the  considera- 
tions I  have  mentioned  do  not  appear  to  your  Excellency  to 
have  some  weight." 

"I  thank  you,"  answers  Washington,  on  the  lotli  of  No- 
♦  CorrcspoiideiK^  of  tho  American  Ke volution,  by  J.  Sparks,  iv,,  189. 
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Tember,  1787,*  ^for  the  pamphlet  contained  in  your  letter  of 
the  dOth  ultimo. 

**  Application  has  been  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Seoretuy 
Thompson  (by  order  of  Congress),  for  a  copy  of  a  report  of  a 
committee  which  was  appointed  to  confer  with  Baron  Steii* 
ben  on  his  first  arrival  in  this  country,  forwarded  to  me  by 
Mr.  President  Laurens.  This  I  have  accordingly  sent,  ft 
throws  no  other  light  on  the  subject,  than  such  as  is  derived 
from  the  disinterested  conduct  of  the  baron.  No  terma  am 
made  by  him,  nor  will  he  accept  of  any  thing  but  with  gen- 
eral approbation.  I  have,  however,  in  my  letter  indoaing 
the  reiK>it  to  the  Secretary,  taken  occasion  to  express  an  un- 
equivocal wish  that  Congress  would  reward  the  baron  for  ser- 
vices, sacrifices,  and  merits,  to  bis  entire  satisfaction.  It  i« 
the  only  way  in  which  I  could  bring  my  sontiment>s  before 
that  honorable  body,  as  it  has  been  an  established  rule  with 
me  to  ask  nothing  from  it.*' 

Another  committee  was  appointed,  and  every  effort  madoi 
to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way.    It  was  even  suggested  thai 
the  certificate  of  Dr.  Witherspoon  was  not  genuine ;  the 
tor  was  called  before  the  committee  and  the  question  put 


him,  whether  the  committee,  which  had  treated  with  Steuboi^=. 
and  of  which  he  had  been  chairman,  had  made  a  contract  witl 
him,  when  the  doctor  very  justly  answered,  that  they  had  n 
such  authority,  that  they  were  appointed  only  to  hear  Steu- 
ben's terms  and  report  to  Congress.    This  answer  was  consid- 
ered sufficient  to  show  that  no  contract  was  made,  and  that 
consequently  none  existed.    It  was  further  objected,  that  there 
were  several  members  of  the  committee,  and  that  the  certifi- 
cate of  one  only  was  produced.    Steuben  wrote  to  the  others, 
and  their  testimony  also  was  brought  forward.    They  then 
called  on  Steuben  to  prove  that  what  he  had  asserted,  with 
respect  to  his  revenue  in  Europe,  was  true.    lie  told  them,  that 
he  had  already  satisfied  Congress  on  that  subject;  that  the  let- 

*  Wasbinjflon's  Writinpp,  by  J.  SparkFi.  is:.,  2T6  and  27a 
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ters  he  brouglit  over  from  Dr.  Franklin,  announced  the  lank 
and  dignity  he  held  in  Europe  ;  and  that  for  the  honor  of  the 
United  States  be  would  produce  no  further  proof  on  this  occa- 
sion. 

Before  any  thing  decisive  was  done,  some  of  the  members 
of  the  committee  left  Congress ;  another  committee  was  after- 
ward appointed,  but  Ihcy  also  broke  up  without  doing  any 
thing,  and  thus  the  matter  was  referred  from  committee  to 
committee,  and  from  one  Congress  to  another.  At  last  a  re- 
port was  brought  in  and  entered  on  the  journals ;  a  majority, 
however,  disapproved  it,  and  it  was  again  committed.  Another 
report  was  then  made,  more  favorable  to  Steuben's  preten- 
rions ;  no  question,  however,  was  taken  on  it ;  it  was  not  en- 
tered on  the  journals.  Finally,  Steuben  proposed  that  the 
validity  of  his  agreement  should  be  submitted  to  any  three 
chief  justices  of  the  United  States.  Nothing,  however,  was 
determined,  but  the  matter  left  undecided,  when  Congress 
hroke  up  in  November,  1788. 

About  the  unfortunate  situation  in  which  Steuben  found 
himself  involved  at  that  time,  General  J.  Armstrong  thus 
writes  on  the  30th  of  May,  1788,  to  General  Gates:*  "The 
baron  passed  the  T^dnter  at  the  same  lodging-house  with  me. 
To  this  he  has  come  at  last.  The  Louvre  is  dism.intled  and 
deserted,  and  he  is  once  more  upon  the  justice  and  generosity 
of  the  public.  But  the  public  has  neither,  and  he  has  only  to 
choose  between  starving  here  and  begging  in  Europe.  This 
is  calamitous  to  him  and  disgraceful  to  us.  He  is  now  with 
North." 

As  a  matter  of  couree,  the  different  sums  which  Steuben 
had  received  since  the  peace,  having  been  ])aid  to  him  in  small 
amounts  at  distant  periods,  the  payments  had  always  been  an- 
ticipated by  his  wants,  and  had  not  prevented  his  being  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  his  friends  for  fresh  loans  to  support  his 

*  Gates  MS.  Papers,  xix.,  238. 
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current  expenses.   Nevertheless,  Steaben  found  himtdf  dxnel 
of  every  resource. 

The  matter  stood  thus  when  the  first  Congress,  under  the 
new  Constitution,  assembled.  On  the  25th  of  September,  1781^ 
the  House  referred  another  memorial  of  Steuben,  in  wliidi  be 
reiterated  in  substance  the  above-quoted  &ct8,  to  the  Seoretuy 
of  the  Treasury,  who,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1700,  laid  his  report 
before  the  House,  and  after  due  and  careful  examination  of  all 
the  vouchers,  letters  and  documents,  arrived  at  the  foUowii^ 
conclusion : 

^'  The  statement  made  by  the  memorialist  of  what  piin^ 
in  the  conference  at  York,  is  anthentioated  by  such  stnMig,  d^ 
rect,  and  collateral  evidence,  as  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  tks 
Secretaiy,  to  secure  full  credit  to  the  existence  of  the  fint 
Waiving-  the  regard  due  to  the  memorialist's  own  asaeition,  it 
is  not  supposable  that  if  bis  representation  had  been  ill-foanded 
it  could  have  obtained  the  sanction  of  so  many  disinterested 
persons,  agents  in,  or  witnesses  to  the  transactions.  Notwith- 
standing this,  it  may  be  inferred,  as  well  from  the  written  re- 
port of  the  committee  as  from  other  circumstances,  that  tbi 
idea  of  a  precise  contract  did  not  generally  prevail.  It  is  prob> 
able  that,  as  the  indemnity  and  reward  for  the  sacrifices  and 
services  of  the  baron  were  by  him  made  to  dep^d  on  the  sue* 
cess  of  a  national  revolution,  the  mention  of  them  was  viewed 
rather  as  a  suggestion  of  expectations  than  as  a  stipulation  of 
terms.  This  might  the  more  easily  have  happened,  as  it  is 
presumable  that  the  situation  of  affairs  at  the  timo  must  have 
disposed  Congress  to  consider  an  officer  who  had  had  the  op- 
portunities of  the  memorialist  as  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the 
service,  and  to  regard  a  compliance  with  the  expectations  in* 
timated  by  him,  in  the  event  of  success,  as  too  much  a  matter 
of  course  to  need  a  stipulation. 

'^  This  view  of  the  afiair  appears  to  the  Secretary  to  ai^ 
ford  a  satisfactory  solution  of  any  difiiculties  which  might 
result  from  seemingly  discordant  circumstances,  and  to  ptoco 
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all  the  parts  of  tho  transaction  in  a  simple  and  consistent 
light. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  as  it  can  not  with  propriety 
be  qaestioncd  that  a  conversation  of  the  kind  stated  by  tho 
baron  did  take  nlace  at  the  conference  at  York ;  as  the  ser- 
vices  rendered  by  him  to  the  United  States  are  acknowledged 
to  have  been  of  a  very  signal  and  very  meritorions  nature  ; 
as  the  expectations  alleged  to  have  been  signified  by  him  in 
the  conference  are,  all  of  them,  reasonable  in  themselves,  be- 
log  nothing  more  than  that  his  necessary  expenses,  while  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  should  be  defrayed  by  them, 
and  that,  in  case  they  should  establish  their  independence, 
and  he  should  be  successful  in  his  endeavors  to  serve  them, 
then  he  should  receive  an  indemnification  for  the  income  he 
had  lelinquished  in  coming  to  this  country,  and  to  such  marks 
of  the  generosity  of  the  government  as  its  justice  should  dic- 
tate. The  Secretary  is  of  opinion  that,  whether  the  trans- 
action relied  upon  by  the  baron  be  deemed  to  have  tho  force 
of  a  contract  or  not,  it  will  be  most  consistent  with  the  dig- 
nity and  equity  of  tho  United  States  to  admit  it  as  tho  basis 
of  a  final  adjustment  of  his  claims. 

"  Should  this  opinion  appear  well  founded,  it  will  remain 
to  designate  the  rule  by  which  the  necessary  expenses  of  tho 
memorialist  are  to  be  adjusted.  Taking  it  for  granted  that 
his  actual  expenses  will  not  be  deemed  a  proper  one,  there 
occars  to  the  Secretary  no  better  criterion  than  the  cun'ont 
allowances  aimexed  to  the  stations  he  filled.  This  excludes 
the  half  pay  or  commutation.  It  is  presumed  that  the  current 
allowances  to'  the  ofl^cers  of  the  American  army  in  general, 
were  regulated  wholly  with  a  view  to  their  respective  situa- 
tions, and  the  half  pay  granted  as  a  future  reward.  Accord- 
ing to  this  principle,  the  Secretary  has  caused  an  account  to 
be  stated,  in  which  the  memorialist  is  credited  with  his  emol- 
uments as  major  general  and  inspector  general  (exclusive  of 
half  pay  or  commutation),  and  with  an  annuity  of  five  hundred 


546  LIFS    OF    BTBUBBV. 

and  eighty  guineas,  being  the  amoant  of  the  inooms  ■tatedta  - 
have  been  relinquished  by  him,  from  the  time  he  left  Europe  ' 
to  the  last  of  December,  1789,  with  interest  at  six  peroeKt. 
per  annum,  and  is  charged  with  all  the  moneys,  under  whrt-'J 
over  denomination,  received  by  him  from  the  United  Statei^ 
with  interest  at  the  like  rate ;  upon  which  statement  there  is 
a  balance  in  his  favor  of  seve^h  t/wusand  three  hundred  and 
nineiy'Six  doUars  atid  seventh-four  nmetiethe.    In  addition  to 
this,  he  would  be  entitled  for  the  remainder  of  life  to  the  yeaiiy 
sum  of  five  hundred  and  eighty  guineas,  as  a  continuation  of 
the  indemnity  for  the  income  relinquished ;  and  to  such  reward 
as  the  government,  in  its  discretion,  should  think  fit  to  allow, 
for  which  purpose  a  moderate  gmnt  of  land,  if  deemed  expe* 
dient,  would  suffice. 

"  The  Secretary  begs  leave  further  to  state,  that  there  is 
good  ground  to  believe  that  the  above-mentioned  balance  will 
be  short  of  a  sufiicicnt  sum  to  discharge  the  debts  iioii^  owing 
by  the  memorialist,  and  contracted  partly  to  enable  him  to 
come  to  this  country,  and  partly  for  his  subsistence  here ;  and 
in  the  last  place  to  observe,  that  the  mcmoiialist,  who,  being 
a  foreigner,  voluntarily  came  to  offer  his  services  to  the  United 
States,  in  a  critical  and  perilous  moment,  and  who,  from  the 
circumstance  of  his  having  been  a  foreigner,  is  less  likely  to 
participate  in  the  collateral  rewards  which,  in  numerous  in- 
stances, await  those  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
American  Revolution  (while  he  can  not,  like  many  otlier  ^- 
eign  officers,  look  for  rewards  elsewhere),  gives  a  peculiaritj 
to  his  case  which  strengthens  his  own  pretensions.  That  it 
appears  unequivocally  that  his  services  have  been  of  a  nature 
peculiarly  valuable  and  interesting  to  the  Ameiican  cause,  and 
such  as  furnish  weighty  considerations,  as  well  public  as  pei^ 
sonal,  for  rescuing  him  from  the  indigence  in  whicli  he  is  now 
involved,  and  from  the  still  greater  extremities  with  which  he 
is  threatened.  A  settlement,  on  the  principles  suggested  in 
this  report,  will  termuiate  all  the  claims  of  the  memorialist  on 
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le  United  States,  in  n  manner  equally  satisfactory  to  him  and 
onorable  to  them.''* 

It  was  on  the  strength  of  this  able  report  of  Alexander 
[anulton  that  the  House,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1790,  api>oint- 
1  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  of  resolutions  in  conformity 
ith  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  roiisi«ted 
r  Messrs.  Gerry,  Wadsworth,  Viuing,  Lawrence,  and  Smith 
f  Sonth  Carolina,  and  as  early  as  the  yoth  of  April  presented 
bill  for  iinally  adjusUng  Steuben's  claims.  They  proposed 
►  allow  to  him  "  the  j>ay  and  other  cmolutnunts  of  major  gcn- 
■al  and  inHf>ector  general,  siwcified  in  several  acts  of  Con- 
ress  relating  to  him,  from  tlie  10th  of  March,  1778,  to  the 
5th  of  Api-il,  1784;  an  annuity  for  life  of  two  thousand  seven 
indrcd  and  six  dollars,  to  commence  on  the  Ist  day  of  Octo- 
er,  1777  ;  and  .  .  .  thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  west- 
m  territory  of  the  United  States,  to  be  located  in  such  man- 
or as  shall  be  hereafter  pres<;ribcd  by  law,  provided  that  the 
)regoing  allowances  shall  not  be  construed  to  include  either 
nlf  pay  or  the  commutation  for  half  pay." 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Page  made  the  following  'remarks, 
rhich  is  believed  to  be  the  only  speech  rei)orted  on  this  sub- 
lect : 

"  Mil,  Speaker, — I  am  against  the  motion  for  striking  out 
he  (2,706,  and  inserting  81,500,  because  it  is  incompatible 
rith  tiie  preceding  clauses  of  the  bill,  which  state  the  smn 
$2,706)  .as  justly  due  to  the  baron,  according  to  the  report  of 
he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  because  it  is  derogatory  to 
he  honor  and  veracity  of  the  members  of  the  committee  of 
yODgrcss,  on  whose  testimony  the  baron's  claim  is  founded. 

**Sorae  gentlemen  lay  great  stress  on  the  want  of  proof 
especting  what  is  called  the  contract  with  Baron  Steuben ; 
mtj  «r,  I  think  we  have  had  all  the  proof  the  nature  of  the 

♦  American  Stato  Papers,  vol.  Claims,  Washington,  1831,  foli;  No.  6,  pp. 
1-16. 
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case  will  admit  of,  and,  for  1117  part,  I  shonld  want  no  <Ml^ 
tban  Mr.  Leo's  letter  to  the  baron. 

*^  Sir,  this  illastrions  veteran  offered  his  servioes  on  mA 
generoaa  terms,  and  served  ns  so  essentially,  that  I  shall  bHat 
for  Congress  should  the  ideas  of  some  gentlemen  now  prevaK 
It  is  unworthy  of  Congress,  after  having  so  long  enjoyed  Uis 
benefit  of  those  services,  now  to  be  thus  scrutinizing  the  temkd 
on  which  he  offered  them,  and  speaking  of  them  as  of  UtOi  j 
importance.  I  weigh  them  not  with  the  dollars  proposed-^ 
they  are  far  beyond  any  sum  which  we  can  give. 

^  And  if  the  worthy  member  from  North  Carolina  (Mr' 
Bloodworth),  who  moved  the  motion,  wishes  to  abandon  the 
principles  of  the  bill,  and  mstead  of  paying  to  the  baron  tbe 
debt  there  stated  as  due  to  him,  means  to  give  him  a  8am  i 
by  way  of  compensation  for  his  services  and  his  economy,  I 
would  advise  him  to  withdraw  his  motion  ;  for,  if  we  depart 
from  the  principles  of  the  bill,  they  who  value  this  great  manli 
services  as  I  do,  will  vote  to  give  him  much  more  than  thebifl 
proposes.  If  I  should  be  at  liberty  to  propose  a  compensation 
for  the  sacrifices  he  made  by  coming  to  America  and  serving  in 
her  war,  and  to  recompense  him  for  his  great  services,  I  ara  sure 
I  shall  propose  a  much  larger  sum  than  has  yet  been  talked  oC 

"  Sir,  had  the  baron  stipulated  to  receive  but  two  per  cent 
on  the  articles  under  his  direction,  or,  I  may  say,  on  what  ht 
saved,  he  would  be  entitled  to  much  more  than  is  now  pro- 
posed to  be  given  him.     The   economy  he  introduced  into 
the  army  was  the  occasion  of  an  immense  saving.     ^Vho  can 
say  now  what  was  saved  in  arms,  accontemients,  and  ammu- 
nition, and  by  the  reduction  of  baggage  and  forage  ?    I  have 
been  told  that  oflicers,  who  had  loaded  a  wagon  with  their 
baggage,  were  soon  reduced  to  a  single  pack-horse. 

"  Some  gentlemen  have  made  light  of  the  discipline  wfaidi 
has  been  attributed  to  the  baron,  and  told  us  of  the  afifairs  of 
Bunker's  Hill,  Trenton,  Princeton,  and  Gcrmantown.  It  was 
true,  those  were  brilliant  actions ;  but  the  member  from  South 
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Carolina  (Mr.  Smith)  and  the  member  from  Delaware  had  i-c- 
plied  fully  to  this  observation.  They  well  observed,  that  bril- 
tiant  as  those  actions  were,  valor  without  discipline  is  often 
Tain,  and  may  lead  only  to  destruction  ;  that  the  commander- 
in-chief  did  wonders  without  the  baron,  and  (they  might  have 
added)  he  was  wonderful  in  resources,  an<l  'hi  himself  a  host.' 
But  we  should  not  now  consider  what  the  commander-in-chief 
did  before  he  had  the  baron's  assistance,  but  what  he  did  with 
bis  assistance,  and  what  use  he  made  of  his  services,  and  to 
this,  as  f:u'  as  relates  to  the  baron,  he  has  rej>eatedly  and  gen- 
erously borne  ample  testimony. 

"  Sir,  the  baron,  as  adjutant  general  and  director  general, 
was  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  purpose  of  the  American  army. 
Having  served  twenty-two  years  in  the  Prussian  army,  which 
Americans  had  been  tauglit  to  believe  was  the  best  disciplined 
in  the  world,  his  discipline  was  more  readily  embraced,  an  I 
more  confidence  rei)osed  in  it  than  would  have  been  the  case 
had  almost  any  man,  of  any  other  nation,  undertaken  that 
great  task.  Tlie  i>raise  now  given  to  the  baron  is  no  disjjar- 
agement,  thereibre,  to  other  otKccrs.  The  commander-in-chief 
Stood  in  need  of  an  adjutant  like  him,  from  the  peculiar  situa- 
tion of  our  army,  and  has  acknowledged  his  services ;  there- 
fore it  does  not  become  us  to  speak  of  them  as  unimportant. 

"Sir,  the  importance  of  those  Korvicos  would  have  been 
displayed  to  your  view  by  many  ollicers  now  in  this  House, 
had  they  not,  from  that  delicacy  i)eculiar  to  American  oilicers, 
who,  having  laid  by  the  name  and  dross  of  soldiers,  and  mixed 
with  their  fellow-citizens  in  civil  life,  refrained  from  ajipearing 
to  be  more  knowing  in  military  matters  than  the  other  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  I  say,  were  it  not  for  this  delicacy,  we 
should  have  ha<l  a  full  display  of  the  baron's  services.  One 
ofiicer,  indeed  (Colonel  Bland),  from  the  honest  warmth  of 
his  heart,  has  not  refrained  from  saying  a  few  words  in  suj> 
port  of  the  baron's  claim.  But,  sir,  I  have  asked  officers,  and 
some  of  them  now  in  this  House,  whether  I  had  misunderstood 
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or  overrated  the  baron's  ohum,  and  I  bave  been  CMNHlaBtfy 
told  that  I  did  not.  Though  I  had  not  the  honor  of  beii^-ln 
the  army,  I  was  well  informed  by  my  correspondenta  there  ef 
many  important  cirounutanoes ;  and  on  inqoiring  what 
the  effects  produced  by  the  new  adjutant  and  director 
(the  Baron  Steuben),  I  was  told  that  they  were  viable  in  mnf 
economical  arrangements,  in  dispositions  of  corps,  in  mansi- 
vering,  in  marches,  in  encampments,  and  particularly  in  more 
Silent  and  rapid  movements  and  preparations  for  action.  I 
was  told  that  when  the  Marquis  De  Lafayette,  with  a  detsflb- 
mcnt  under  his  command,  was  in  danger  of  being  cut  off  oi 
his  return  to  the  army,  and  the  commander-in-chief  was  detff- 
mined  to  support  that  invaluable  officer,  the  whole  army  m 
under  arms  and  ready  to  march  in  less  than  fifteen  minirttf 
from  the  time  the  sigual  was  g^ven. 

"  Sir,  the  efTect  of  this  discipline  was  seen  in  the  marcbeB 
of  our  army ;  they  passed  rivers  in  less  time  than  the  belt 
troops  in  Eiiroi)e  could.  Those  excellent  French  troops  which 
served  with  them  in  the  campaign  of  1781,  were  inferior  to 
them  in  this  respect.  The  superiority  of  our  troops,  as  to 
rapidity  of  movement,  was  seen  in  the  attack  on  the  two  ro* 
doubts  of  Yorktown,  in  Virginia. 

"  Sir,  I  will  affirm,  that  if  the  clause  be  stricken  oat,  s 
larger  sum  ought  to  be  inserted.     We  have  been  asked,  what 
will  our  officers  say  to  this  vote  in  favor  of  the  baron  ?    I  wiD 
venture  to  say,  sir,  they  will  be  pleased  with  it.    They  ac- 
knowledge the  obligations  they  were  under  to  that  great  man; 
they  view  his  circumstances  in  the  same  light  as  that  galliat 
officer  does,  who  is  now  the  Secretary,  and  who  drew  the  re- 
jiort  on  which  the  bill  before  you  is  founded,  and  which  doei 
honor  to  his  heart. 

"  Sir,  if  any  report  deserves  to  be  received  without  scru- 
tiny, it  is  the  one  on  which  your  bill  is  founded.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, we  shall  not  depart  from  that  report,  in  so  material  a 
point  as  is  proposed  by  the  motion  now  before  yon." 
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After  sundry  considerations  tlio  House,  in  their  session  of 
the  10th  of  May,  1700,  finally  struck  out  the  land  donation 
and  preserved  only  a  yearly  annuity  of  ^2,000.  The  Senate, 
in  their  session  of  the  27th,  passed  the  bill  of  the  House  M'ith 
an  amendment,  adding  $500  after  the  words  $2,000,  so  that 
the  "Act  for  Hnally  adjusting  and  satisfying  the  claims  of 
Frederick  William  Dc  Steuben"  reads  as  follows,  viz. : 

"  He  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Ifoum  of  Representa- 
tives of  tlie  United  /States  of  Anicriva  in  Conr/ress  assenihledy 
That  in  order  to  make  full  and  adequate  compensation  to 
Frederick  William  De  Steuben,  for  the  sacrifices  and  eminent 
services  made  and  rendered  to  the  United  States  during  the 
hite  war,  there  be  paid  to  tlie  said  Frederick  William  l)e  Steu- 
ben an  annuity  of  J!?2,/>00  during  life,  to  commence  on  th(?  1st 
day  of  January  htst,  to  be  paid  in  quarterly  payments  at  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States ;  which  said  annuity  shall  be 
considered  in  full  discharge  of  all  claims  and  demands  what- 
ever, of  the  said  Frederick  William  J)e  Steuben,  against  the 
United  States. 

"Fkedeisick  Au<;i  STL'S  !MrHLENnEU<i, 

''  SjH'aktr  of  Ok  House  of  Ji'prc'i':ntiiih\'s. 
"Joiix  Adams, 

'Vice  rrraitkni  of  Um  Uuitcd  StaUs  and  rrtsiduU  of  the  fkruUe, 
"Approve*!,  June  4th,  1700. 

"  G  Eo  K<  i  E  Was  1 1  IN «  ;tox, 

'^  Prriidcid  of  the  Uuikd  Slah:^: 

These  are  the  i)rocecdiiigs  which,  being  misrepresented  in 
fiivor  of  the  United  States,  are  the  cause  that  Steul)en  has 
often  been  regarded  with  a  certain  prejudice.  It  has  beeu 
said  that  he  had  no  claims  either  to  the  gratitude  or  the 
esteem  of  the  American  i)eople,  because  he  had  devoted  him- 
self to  their  cause  merely  out  of  i>ersonal  interest.  His  hon- 
orable iwverty  was  considered  as  a  crime;  he  was  calii-d 
a  vagabond,  and,  to  i>rove  his  egotism,  conqiarcd  with  the 
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wealthy  Marquis  De  La&yette.    The  reBolvet  of  Ooagtmm, 
who  finally,  at  least,  came  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  prove  the 
injustioc  of  such  an  unfounded  aocosation,  though  very  po(H» 
tively  stated.    Was  it  the  fiiult  of  Steuben  that  CoDgre« 
neglected,  for  almost  eight  years,  to  comply  with  what  tbey 
had  formally  promised ;  that  they  bartered  for  a  penny  and 
.refused  to  acknowledge  their  own  agents;  and  that  thej 
finally  yielded  to  the  repeated  representations  of  men  liiv 
Washington  and  Hamilton  ?    We  would  come  nearer  to  Um' 
truth  if  the  accusation  were  applied  to  Congress;  and  it  is  not 
too  much  to  say  that  without  the  noble  and  energetic  into^ 
cession  of  Hamilton,  Steuben  would  perhaps  have  died  io  the 
poor  house.    The  representatives  of  the  United  States,  ftr 
from  being  grateful  towards  Steuben,  only  reluctantly  fulfilled 
an  agreement  from  which  their  country  derived  all  the  profit. 
In  this  private  matter  we  can  observe  the  same  difference 
of  feeling  and  party  division  as  in  the  great  political  questions 
of  the  day.    Almost  the  same  men  who  objected  to  the  poBti- 
cal  and  economical  reasons  which  Hamilton  urged  in  so  able 
and   statesmanlike  a  manner  for  the  funding  of  the  publw 
debt,  were  against  the  acknowledgment  of  Steuben's  claima; 
they  considered  it  as  an  extravagance  to  be  just  and  to  pay 
what  they  owed.    Fortunately  these  times  have  passed  away. 
The  mere  word  of  repudiation  is  discredited  in  the  whole  cif- 
ilized  world,   and   the  United  States,  by  their  late  rich  do- 
nations to  the  descendants  of  the  revolutionary  officera  and 
soldiers,  have  more  than  satisfactorily  demonstrated  that  they 
disapprove  of  the  former  policy  of  Congress  towards  the  men 
who  were  the  chief  instruments  in  achieving  the  independence 
of  their  country. 
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WE  Lave  soen,  in  the  j)receding  chapters,  liow  unfairly 
Congress  dealt  with  the  just  claims  of  the  ofhcers  before 
the  disbandmont  of  the  army ;  how  tliese  same  oflicers,  who 
for  eight  long  years  had  well  served  their  country,  were  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  threats  of  violence  in  order  to  get  payment 
of  the  sums  due  to  them  ;  liow  the  people,  afraid  of  meeting 
their  engagements  and  jiaying  money,  took  part  against  the 
officers,  and  how,  isolated  and  abandoned,  these  poor  men 
stood  at  the  conclusion  of  peace. 

The  long-existing  ties  which,  in  consequence  of  the  com- 
mon hardships  and  the  dangers  of  a  long  and  protracted  war, 
had  united  these  old  eomj)anions  in  arms,  were  now  more 
closely  cemented  by  the  treatment  which  the  otticers  expe- 
rienced from  their  ungrateful  country.  They  had  a  very  sad 
and  desperate  future  betbro  them,  when,  helpless  and  totally 
devoid  of  means,  they  retired  to  civil  life.     It   is   to  this 

irretched  prospect,  as  well  as  to  the  feelings  of  mutual  de- 
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pendonce  engendered  by  long  aaKKsiation,  and  of  regret  ak 
approaching  separation,  and  perhaps  somewhat  to  the  Math 
pioions  natural  to  men  whose  patience  had  been  bo  severely 
tried,  that  we  may  attribate  the  suggestion  of  an  ansoeiatioa 
among  the  officers  to  continue  after  their  disbandment^  and 
preserve  a  unity  of  feeling  and  interest,  with  the  memory  of 
their  mutual  labors  and  sufTenngs. 

It  is  said  that  the  idea  had  been  suggested  by  General 
Knox,  bnt  there  is  no  positive  proof  that  it  was  so.  On  the 
oontrary,  it  appears  improbable  to  us,  as  Knox,  if  he  had  firet 
proposed  the  idea  to  the  army,  would  have  stronger  nphdd  k 
when  it  was  assailed  by  the  different  States  and  the  peopk 
We  think,  however,  we  are  not  far  from  the  truth  in  sappot- 
ing  that,  corresponding  with  the  establishment  of  similar  insti- 
tutions, the  plan,  although  at  first  very  indistinct,  originated 
simultaneously  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  officers,  and  that, 
in  discussing  it,  by  degrees  it  gained  its  definite  shape  and 
characteristic  form.  In  this  way  the  majority  of  all  the  offioen 
represented  will  have  probably  contributed  to  the  constitutioo 
of  the  society.  But  we  do  not  think  we  mistake  the  sjririt 
which  prompted  some  of  the  foreign  officers,  in  attributing 
to  them  the  authorship  of  all  those  articles  in  the  constitutioB 
which  refer  to  the  exterior  apparel,  to  the  medal  and  ribbon. 
We  know  that  Major  De  L'Enfant,  a  French  officer,  prepared 
the  design  of  the  order,  and  that  the  society  adopted  his  ideas 
respecting  it,  and  the  manner  of  its  being  worn  by  the  mem- 
bers, while,  on  the  other  hand,  there  existed  no  order  in  this 
country  during  the  colonial  times,  so  that  the  idea  of  estab- 
lishing one  could  not  have  originated  in  an  American  mind; 
moreover,  the  foreign  officers  considered  an  order  of  great 
value,  and  as  a  conspicuous  proof  of  their  participation  in  such 
a  glorious  war.  Steuben,  the  old  couit  marshal,  has,  proba- 
bly, more  than  anybody  else,  eminently  figured  in  its  establisli* 
ment,  as  the  constant  wearing  of  his  order  ''  De  La  FidHit€^ 
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proves  that  he  was  by  no    means  indifferent  to  snch   dis- 
tinction.* 

Bnt  bo  this  as  it  may,  considering  the  prominent  share 
that  Steuben  took  in  the  foundation  of  the  society,  we  ex- 
pect to  be  justified  in  giving  liere  the  following  brief  sketch 
of  its  history,  which  we  have  borrowed  from  the  original 
records  of  that  time  :f 
,  "  At  the  cantonment  of  the  American  arm}'  on  Hudson's 
river,  on  the  10th  of  May,  178;3,  proposals  for  establishing  a 
society  upon  principles  therein  mentioned,  whose  members  shall 
be  the  officers  of  the  American  army,  having  been  communi- 
cated to  the  several  regiments  of  the  respective  lines,  they  ap- 
pointed an  officer  from  each,  who,  in  conjunction  with  the 
general  officers,  should  take  the  same  into  consideration  at 
their  meeting  this  day,  at  which  the  Honorable  Major  General 
Baron  De  Steuben,  the  senior  officer  present,  was  ])leased  to 
preside.     At  this  meeting  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  com- 

*  Since  the  above  was  ^\Titt<;n,  wo  have  fourni  an  interesting  essay  in  the 
"Publications  of  the  Historical  Socioty  of  Pcimsylvania,"  Philadelphia,  1858, 
▼oL  vi.,  p.  15,  fl',  written  by  AK?xaiidLT  Johnston,  in  which,  corroborating 
our  opinion,  he  says,  pp.  Gl  to  C3: 

"In  an  article  in  the  Xorth  American  Rn'iew  for  Octol>er,  1853,  Sarj^nt 
exprosBcd  the  belief  tiiat  the  idea  of  the  8«x:itfty  was  lirst  suggeste<l  by  Knox, 
ftnd  that  the  J3uron  De  Steuben  probably  had  at  lejint  bcrcn  consulted  in  the 
inception  of  the  schenio.  He  has  since  been  favoroil  with  the  perusiil  of  the 
original  niugh  draft  of  the  society  in  tlie  liand-writing  of  Knox,  dated  at 

Went  Point,  on  the  15th  of  April,  1783 But  it  seems  more  than 

probable  that  the  tirst  deflned  suggestion  of  the  assumption  of  a  distinct  order 
came  from  Steuben,  or  some  other  foreigner.'' 

We  shall  hereafter,  esptrcially  at  the  end  of  this  chapter,  quote  from  this 
valuable  article. 

f  "  The  Institution  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  Formed  by  the  Offi- 
cers of  tlio  American  Anny  of  the  Revolution,  for  the  laudable  purposes 
tiiereln  mentioned,  at  the  Cantonment  on  the  Banks  of  the  Hudson  River, 
May,  1783;  Together  with  some  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  General  Society 
and  of  the  New  York  State  Society ;  also,  A  List  of  the  Officers  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  New  York  SUte  Society,  from  its  organization  to  the  year  1851. 
Printed  by  order  and  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  New  York  Society. 
J.  M.  Elliott,  Printer,  133  Water  street,  New  York,  1851." 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Honorable  Hamilton  FLsh  for  this  valuable 
pamphlet 
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ttou,  c<ji)sUting  of  Major  Goncml  Cnox,  Brigadier  Oeucrat 

and,  and  Cnptain  Shaw,  ^vboac  rt.'|)<>rt,  pruTiVDted  to  tUo  meet- 

g  of  the  13th  uf  May,  I7M3,  at  Uuneral  Stauboo's  bead-^jnoT' 

ecs  (Verplanck's  hoiisc),  waa  unaaimoasly  accepted,  %iid  coat- 

nences  sis  follows: 

"  It  Imvins;  pleased  the  Supreme  Governor  of  the  univ«rii 
in  the  disjio^itioii  of  human  alfuiro,  to  cause  the  scp-iration  ol 
the  colonics  of  Xorth  America  from  the  dominion  of  Gre 
Britain,  mid,  after  a  bloody  conH'ict  of  eiglit  yoais,  to  esU 
lish  them  free,  inde|>oiidcnl,  mid  sovereign  States,  oemente 
by  alliances,  founded  on  reciprocal  advantages,  with  some  <i 
the  gi-ealest  princes  and  poivera  of  tlic  earth : 

"  To  perpetuate,  tbevefore,  na  well  the  remembrance  of  lim 
vast  event,  as  the  mutual  friendships  which  liave  been  fom 
under  the  pressure  of  common  danger,  and  in  many  insta 
cemented  by  the  Wood  of  the  parties,  the  offioera  of  the  A 
ican  army  do  hereby,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  assoc 
constitute,  and  combine  themselves  into  one  society  of  tricadl) 
tu  endure  as  long  as  they  shall  endure,  or  any  of  their  cidol   i 
male  posterity,  and  in  failure  thereof,  the  collateral  brancha^ 
who  may  bo  judged  ivortliy  of  becoming  its  supporters  iwl 
members. 

"The  officci-8  of  the  Amcncon  army  having  generally  bett 
taken  A-oni  the  citizens  of  America,  possess  high  vcnerationfof 
the  character  of  that  illustrious  Roman,  Lnoiua  Quintins  CSl 
cinnatiis,  and  being  resolved  to  follow  his  example  by  retor 
ing  to  their  citizenship,  they  think  they  may,  with  propria 
denominate  themselves  'The  Society  of  the  Cincinnati.' 

"  The  following  principles  shall  be  immutable,  and  form 
tMi^d  of  the  Society  of  ilie  Cincinnati : 

"  An  incessant  attention  to  |>reserve  inviolate  those  er 
rights  and  liberties  of  human  nature  for  which  they  have  f< 
and  bled,  and  without  which  ihu  bigli  rank  of  a  rational 
is  a  curse  instead  of  a  blessing. 

"  An  unalterable  determination  to  promote  and  cher 
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tween  the  respective  States,  that  union  and  national  honor  so 
essentially  necessary  to  their  happiness  and  the  future  dignity 
of  the  American  empire. 

"To  render  permanent  the  cordial  affection  subsisting  among 
the  officers ;  this  spirit  will  dictate  brotherly  kindness  in  all 
things,  and  particularly  extend  to  the  most  substantial  acts  of 
beneficence,  according  to  the  ability  of  the  society,  towards 
those  officers  and  their  families  who,  unfortunately,  may  bo 
under  the  necessity  of  receiving  it." 

A  series  of  rules  are  then  ^iven  for  the  government  of  the 
order,  whose  officers  are  to  consist  of  a  president,  vice  presi- 
dent, secretaiy,  treasurer,  and  assistant  treasurer,  to  be  chosen 
at  each  of  its  meetings,  which  are  to  be  held  triennially.  It  is 
divided  into  State  societies,  to  be  governed  in  a  like  manner, 
and  possessing  power  for  their  own  regulation.  Tho  triennial 
meeting  of  the  society  is  to  consist  of  its  officers  and  of  a  dele- 
gation of  not  more  than  five  from  each  State. 

All  the  officers  of  the  American  army,  as  well  those  who 
have  resigned  \vdth  honor  after  throe  years'  service  in  the  capac- 
ity of  officers,  or  who  have  been  deranged  by  the  resolutions  of 
Congress,  upon  the  several  reforms  of  the  army,  as  those  who 
shall  have  continued  to  the  end  of  the  war,  have  the  right  to 
become  parties  to  this  institution,  provided  they  sign  the 
general  rules  within  six  months,  and  subscribe  one  month's 
pay  to  form  a  fund,  the  interest  of  which  shall  be  devoted  to 
the  relief  of  the  unfortunate.  As  a  testimony  of  affection  to 
the  memory  of  such  officers  as  have  died  in  the  service,  the 
same  right  is  extended  to  their  eldest  male  representatives, 
and  to  such  French  officers  of  the  rank  of  colonel  as  have 
served  in  the  revolutionary  w\ar.  Honorary  members,  also 
are  eligible,  for  their  own  lives  only,  in  the  jn-oportion  of  one 
to  four. 

A  decoration  is  prescribed,  which,  as  adopted,  consists  of  a 
bald  eagle  of  gold,  displayed,  suspended  by  a  deep  blue  rib- 
band, edged  with  white,  descriptive  of  the  union  of  Franco 
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and  Amorica ;  the  eagle  gra^nng  in  its  talona  golden  ofive 
branches,  the  leaves  in  green  enamel,  wbieb  are  conUnoed 
round  the  figure  so  as  to  form  a  wreath  above  its  head,  to 
whicli  the  clasp  is  attached.  On  the  breast  of  the  eagle  CSn* 
dnnatus  is  represented  as  receiving  a  sword  from  three  RomsD 
senators,  with  yarious  appropiiate  figures  in  the  background; 
around  the  whole  is  the  legend,  ^^  Omnia  reHquii  ^nfon 
rempublic<xmJ*^  On  the  reverse  is  seen  Fame  crownhig  Ciii* 
cinnatus  with  a  wreath,  and  the  motto,  ^^  JEkto  perpetuaJ* 

Thus  was  formed  the  Cincinnati,  with  General  Washing- 
ton as  president.  General  Knox  as  secretary,  and  Genend 
MoDougal  as  treasurer.  Noble  in  its  aims,  illustrious  in  iU 
origin,  and  charitable  in  its  operations,  but  neoessarilj  exd[i» 
ive,  it  excited  the  hostility  of  those  who  envied  the  fame  of  iti 
members,  of  those  who  expected  impossible  social  equality  to 
result  from  the  Revolution,  and  of  parties  whose  absence  from 
the  country  prevented  their  understanding  its  character.  As 
usual  in  such  cases,  the  assailants  wore  more  active  than  the 
defenders,  and  succeeded  in  producing  a  strong  feeling  agsunst 
the  society,  both  in  America  and  Europe. 

The  most  im])ortant  public  attack  against  the  Cincinnati, 
published  in  the  United  States,  was  made  by  Judge  Aedanus 
Burke,  in  South  Carolina.  Even  the  title*  of  his  remarks 
shows  that,  as  a  revolutionary  pamphlet,  they  are  too  insipid, 
too  tedious,  while,  considered  as  an  exposition  and  refutation, 
they  are  too  superficial,  and  not  at  all  exhausting.  On  this 
attack  is  based  the  well-known  pamphlet  of  Mirabeau,f  which) 

♦  "  Gonsiderations  on  the  Society  or  Order  of  Cincinnati,  lately  instituted 
by  the  Major  Grcnerals,  Bngodier  Generals,  and  other  Officers  of  the  American 
Army,  Proving  that  it  creates  a  race  of  hereditary  Patricians  or  Nobility, 
Interspersed  with  Remarks  on  its  consequences  to  the  freedom  and  happiness 
of  the  Republic.  Addressed  to  the  People  of  South  Carolina  and  thdf 
Representatives.  By  Cassius.  (Supposed  to  bo  written  by  Aedanus  Boiisie^ 
Esq.,  one  of  the  diief  justices  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina.)  *  Blow  yo  the 
trumpet  in  Zion.' — Tlie  Bible.  Philadelphia,  Printed  and  Sold  by  Robert  BeU, 
in  Third  street.    Price  one  sixth  of  a  dollar.     MDCCLXXXUL" 

f  "  Considerations  on  the  Order  of  Clnciimatus.    Tniosiatod  finom  tfaa 
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probably,  more  on  account  of  its  author  than  of  its  contents, 
enjoyed  a  large  circulation  and  great  reputation. 

Mirabcau  almost  literally  translates  Burko^s  statements, 
and  enlarges  them  here  and  there  Anth  some  ideas  of  his  own. 
They  both  agree  in  making  Steuben  "  Grand  Master"  of  the 
order,  under  the  more  humble  title  of  president ;  nay,  Burke 
goes  as  far  as  to  throw  all  the  odium  of  his  objectious,  instead 
of  on  Washington  and  the  other  officei*s  and  members  of  the 
society,  exclusively  on  Steuben,  as  2kforeigjier, 

**I  have  the  honor  to  inform  Baron  Steuben,"  says  he, 
"that  though  an  order  of  peerage  may  do  well  under  the 
petty  princes  of  Germany,  yet,  in  America,  it  is  incompatible 
with  our  freedom."  Burke,  as  well  as  Mirabeau,  arraigns  the 
society  for  intending  to  establish  a  hereditary  nobility. 

*'The  institution  of  the  order  of  Cincinnati,"  they  say,  "  is 
the  creation  of  an  actual  patriciate  and  of  a  military  nobility, 
which  will,  ere  long,  become  a  civil  nobility,  and  an  aristoc- 
racy the  more  dangerous,  because,  hei ng  hereditary,  it  will 
perpetually  increase  in  the  course  of  time,  and  will  gather 
strength  from  the  very  prejudices  which  it  will  engender,  be- 
caase,  originating  neither  in  the  Constitution  nor  the  law,  the 
law  has  provided  no  means  to  control  it,  and  it  will  incessant- 
ly overbear  the  Constitution,  of  which  it  forms  no  part,  till  the 
time  shall  come  when,  by  repeated  attempts  made,  sometimes 
clandestinely  and  sometimes  openly,  it  will  at  length  have  in- 
corporated itself  into  the  Constitution  ;  or  when,  after  having 
for  a  long  time  sapped  its  foundations,  it  will  in  the  end  over- 
turn and  utterly  destroy  it." 

It  is  true  that  the  new  institution  was  in  obvious  contra- 
diction to  the  character  of  the  time  and  this  republic,  which  is 
based  on  the  democratic  principles;  and  it  also  can  not  be 
denied  that  the  apprehension  manifested  by  individuals  and 
States,  contained  a  great  deal  of  common  sense  and  truth,  but 

EYonch  of  tho  Count  Do  Mirabcau.    London,  printed  for  J.  Johnson,  St. 
Paulas  Church  Yard.    MDCCLXXXV." 
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il  18  thorougbly  erroneous  that  the  new  institation  ooald  ever 
have  been  able  to  ercate  a  hereditary  nobility. 

If  wo  venture  to  criticise  these  denunciations  in  a  few 
words,  it  is  but  just,  before  all,  not  to  forget  that  they  wer» 
uttered  previous  to  the  great  French  Revolution ;  at  a  time^ 
therefore,  where  there  existed  only  one  form  of  nobility,  anA^ 
no  idea  of  the  possibility  of  its  existence  in  any  other  fonn  ^ 
where  this  ruling  aristocracy,  although  degenerated  and  look 
upon  with  contempt  on  the  part  of  the  intelligent,  middli 
classes,  nevertheless  was  the  representative  of  the  force  an 
intelligence  of  the  people  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 

In  the  first  instance,  the  parallel  is  fiidse  which  Mirabea 
and  Burke  have  drawn  between  the  condition  of  things  in 
rope  and  that  in  America,  and  by  which  both  presumed  to 
prove  from  the  origin  of  the  patrician  institution  and  the  feu- 
dal prerogatives  in  the  old  country,  that  by  the  order  of  tbe 
Cincinnati  an  analogous  class  of  privileged  nobles  could  en- 
danger the  social  equality  of  American  citizens. 

Hereditary  nobility  was  unknown  to  the  European  conti- 
nent before  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  CaroUngian  dynasty, 
and  in  England  before  the  Korman  conquest;  it  originated 
with  the  entailment  of  the  family  estates.    Thus  the  heredi- 
tary estates  are  the  true  basis  of  nobility ;  they  alone  endow 
it  with  vitality  and  influence.     The  so-called  court  nobility, 
and  nobility  granted  by  royal  diploma,  both  of  a  later  date, 
are  only  exuberances  of  the  true  or  feudal  nobility ;  and  it  is 
self-evident  that  they  can  only  flourish  where  there  is  a  court 
or  soverei<:5n  power  which  can  create  and  suppoit  them.    In  the 
United  States,  however,  where  there  are  neither  entailed  es- 
tates nor  courts,  all  the  citizens  have  the  same  constitutional 
rights,  and  there  is  a  total  absence  of  every  fundamental  con- 
dition upon  which  such  a  state  of  things  could  be  founded. 
The  origin  of  fiefs  or  entailed  estates  were  wars  and  conquests 
against  other  warlike  people,  and  in  consequence  thereof  the 
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necessity  to  have  at  any  time  a  well  armed  force  ready  to  re- 
sist the  attacks  of  a  dangerous  or  unsubdned  enemy. 

Innocent  times  these,  when  it  was  naivcbj  presumed  that 
it  depended  only  on  the  honest  or  dishonest  character  of  some 
individuals,  to  found  an  aristocracy  after  tlie  European  pat- 
tern ! 

An  established  nobility  can  be  as  little  extinguished  by  the 
mere  abolition  of  titles,  as  a  new  nobility  can  bo  created  by 
the  mere  grant  of  such  distinctive  appellations.  A  real  nobil- 
ity most  be  absolutely  founded  upon  a  basis  of  real  and  per- 
manent power  and  influence,  which  are  mostly  derived  from 
the  possession  of  landed  estate,  as  for  instance  in  England. 
Titles  and  honorary  oflices,  without  this  basis  are  nothing  more 
than  empty  distinctions ;  they  may  be  the  outward  signs,  but 
they  can  never  form  the  essential  strength  of  a  nobility.  Do 
the  half  million  of  generals,  commodores,  colonels  or  captains, 
who  are  to  be  found  in  every  corner  of  the  United  States, 
give  any  idea  of  the  military  or  naval  strength  of  the  country, 
or  are  they  perhaps  to  be  feared  as  titled  aristocrats? 

There  is  another  error  to  be  refuted :  that  nobility  must 
necessanly  be  hereditary  and  repose  upon  the  law  of  primo- 
geniture, in  order  to  become  influential.  It  is  true,  that  by 
that  means  at  certain  times  it  hjis  extended  and  defended  its 
power ;  but  also  without  such  accidental  prerogatives  it  can 
be  a  great  power.  The  South  of  the  United  States,  whence 
the  resistance  against  the  Cincinnati  mainly  came,  has  seen 
springing  up  among  them,  in  the  course  of  scarcely  two  gen- 
erations, and  without  any  exterior  distinction  or  hereditary 
privileges,  the  cotton  planters,  who,  despite  of  their  recent 
origin,  vie  with  the  oldest  and  proudest  aristocracy  of  birtli 
in  Europe  in  exclusiveuess,  egotism  and  pride  of  race.  New 
England,  which  raised  the  loudest  protests  against  the  Cincin- 
nati, possesses  the  aristocracy  of  her  manufacturing  and  mer- 
chant  princes^  who  acknowledge  no  earthly  thing  besides  their 

interest  and  success  in  life. 

24* 
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.  If  the  officers  who  founded  the  Cindnnati  order  had  r^ 
mained  in  active  service,  if  the  United  States  army,  instead 
of  being  ahnost  altogether  disbanded,  had  been  increased, 
there  woald  have  been  some  possibility  of  the  order  becoming 
dangerous,  because  in  that  case  a  central  point  for  their  pop* 
poses  would  have  been  in  existence ;  but  poor  and  penniless 
as  they  were  for  the  most  part,  dispersed  through  the  whole 
country,  and  without  any  other  influence  than  such  as  tlieir 
personal  woithiness  and  merits  could  exercise ;  these  offioen 
had  no  basin,  no  connection  for  any  action  or  united  exertion, 
even  if  they  had  had  the  most  aristocratic  designs. 

This  outcry  against  the  dangerous  character  of  sadi  so 
association,  divested  of  cant  and  verbiage,  was  nothing  more 
than  the  bad  conscience  of  that  selfish  fraction  of  the  people 
whicli  had  treated  its  defcudcra  so  basely  and  ungratefully, 
and  was  now  afraid  of  tlieir  revenging  the  deceptions  which 
had  been  practiced  upon  them. 

"  The  uproar  that  is  raised  against  the  Cincinnati,"  writes 
Nathaniel  Greene  on  the  22(1  of  April,  1784,  to  Washington,* 
'^  makes  me  more  anxious  to  be  at  the  meeting  than  I  ever  ex- 
pected to  feel.  It  was  uninteresting  to  me  before.  Assuming 
honors  hurts  my  dolicacy,  but  persecution  banishes  the  influ- 
ence. The  subject  is  important,  and  it  may  be  equally  dangc^ 
ous  to  recede  or  push  forward  ;  but  I  am  decided  in  my  opin- 
ion not  to  abolish  the  order  from  the  prevailing  clamors  against 
it.  If  this  is  done  away,  the  whole  tide  of  abuse  will  run 
against  the  commutation.  The  public  in  Now  England  seem 
to  want  something  to  quarrel  with  the  ofiicers  about.  Remove 
one  thing  and  they  will  soon  find  another.  It  is  in  the  temper 
of  the  people,  not  in  the  matters  complahied  of.  ...  I  am  con- 
fident the  tranquillity  of  the  public  can  only  be  preserved  by 
the  continuance  of  the  order." 

Washington,  however,  w-as  of  a  contrary  opinion.  By  rec- 
ommending the  Cincinnati  to  abandon  the  hereditary  priuci- 
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pie  in  thoir  constitation,  he  silenced  the  menacing  storm,  and 
saved  perhaps  the  United  States  from  a  dangerous  crisis. 

The  Steuben  papers  contain  a  great  many  documents  and 
letters  which  are  connected  with  or  refer  to  the  Cincinnati. 
Almost  all  the  invitations  to  join  the  order  were  written  by 
Steuben,  as  for  instance  those  addressed  to  the  Chevalier 
De  La  Luzerne,  Generals  Greene,  Gates,  Sullivan,  Weedon, 
Wayne,  and  others.  We,  however,  quote  only  those  letters 
which  claim  a  more  general  importance  as  throwing  light  upon 
the  character  and  history  of  the  society. 

Major  Generals  Heath,  Steuben  and  Knox  had  been  ap- 
pointed, on  the  13th  of  May,  1783,  by  the  meeting  of  the 
officei*s,  to  present  the  commander-in-chief  with  a  copy  of  the 
institution  of  the  society,  and  to  request  him  that  he  should 
lienor  them  by  placing  his  name  at  the  head  of  the  file. 

On  the  18th  of  ]\L'iy  Steuben  recpiested  Heath  to  appoint 
the  time  for  putting  this  resolution  into  execution,  whereupon 
Heath,  on  the  same  day,  answered  that  the  plan  should  be 
presented  to  his  Excellency,  the  commander-in-chief,  on  Tues- 
day next  at  one  o'clock.  Thus  Washington  became  a  member 
and  the  first  president  of  the  society  on  the  20th  of  May, 
1783.* 

Steuben  himself,  in  an  invitation,  on  the  24th  of  May, 
1783,  to  the  Chevalier  Do  La  Luzerne,  thus  characterizes  it  :f 

**  The  design  of  this  institution,  which  is  founded  on  the 
principles  of  patriotism  and  gratitude,  is  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  an  epoch  so  glorious  to  America  as  the  present, 
and  the  eftectual  assistance  this  coimtry  has  received  from  her 
generous  ally.  The  American  oflicers  will  consider  themselves 
honored  by  being  pennitted  to  erect,  with  their  o\^ti,  the 
names  of  those  celebrated  characters  who  have  shown  their 
attachment  to  the  rights  of  the  human  species  in  general,  and 
of  the  American  in  particular." 

At  the  same  time  that  the  society  was  vehemently  assailed 
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here,  it  found  a  very  fuvorable  receptJoa  at  tbe  French  oooit 
Major  Do  TEnfiint,  whom  Washington,  in  a  letter  to  Rocih 
ambcau,  dated  the  20th  of  October,  1783,  had  charged  to 
execute  the  order  of  the  society  in  France,  inibrnu  Steuben, 
writing  fix>ui  Paris  on  the  25th  of  December,  1783,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words,  of  the  results  of  his  mission  :* 

^^  It  is  with  the  greatest  satis&ction  that  I  acqoaint  you  ol' 
the  sQcccss  of  the  Cincinnati  in  France.  The  difficulties  huxt 
been  removed  wliich  could  have  been  opposed  to  the  adni» 
sion  of  the  order  into  Fi*ance,  where  they  are  aocustoroed  to 
tolerate  no  foreign  order.  His  majesty,  desirous  of  giYing  to 
the  Americans  a  proof  of  the  friendship  which  he  wishes  to 
maintain  with  them,  in  his  coancil  has  permitted  his  officers  to 
wear  this  badge  with  the  other  orders  of  his  kingdom*  I 
have  written  to  General  Washington,  and  inclose  a  copy  of 
my  letter  to  liini.  I  should  like  to  get  it  translated  and  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers;  I  think  it  would  produce  a  good 
effect. 

"  Here  in  France  they  are  more  ambitious  to  obtain  the 
order  of  the  Cincinnati  than  to  be  decorated  with  the  cross  of 
St.  Lonis,  and  daily  I  receive  applications  for  it.  The  eagles 
are  in  good  train;  try  to  push  the  subscriptions  in  Phila- 
delphia. I  have  made  my  arrangements,  but  for  carrying 
them  into  execution  we  require  funds." 

To  these  lines  there  was  added  an  extract  from  a  letter  to 
Washington,  which  may  bo  translated  as  follows : 

"As  it  was  necessary  for  attaining  the  object  of  my  voy- 
age, I  proceeded  to  Paris  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and 
handed  at  once  your  letters  to  Counts  Kochambcau,  D'Estaing, 
De  Grasse,  and  to  the  Marquis  General  De  Lafayette.  At 
the  same  time  I  paid  my  visits  to  all  those  officei's  who,  re- 
siding in  Paris,  by  their  service  and  their  place  in  the  French 
ai*my,  could  be  considered  as  Cincinnati.  It  is  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction  that  at  this  moment  I  am  the  primitive 
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orgaii  of  their  gratitude,  and  it  is  not  less  flattering  to  mo  to 
be  able  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  success  of  my  mis- 
sion, and  of  the  high  appreciation  which  the  French  nation 
entertains  towards  the  American  army  for  thus  honoring  an 
illustrious  part  of  their  own  army  with  such  flattering  dis- 
tinction. One  single  conversation  with  the  French  officers 
would  at  once  convince  you  how  thoroughly  they  appreciate, 
at  the  bottom  of  their  hearts,  those  brotherly  sentiments 
which  make  them  take  so  powerful  an  interest  in  the  happi- 
ness of  America.  This  institution,  which  they  consider  as  a 
monument  erected  to  republican  virtues,  as  the  fundamental 
basis  of  a  cordial  union  between  the  different  States,  as  a  new 
tie  which  assures  the  duration  of  that  reciprocal  friendship 
which  France  has  devoted  to  America,  can  not  be  looked 
upon  in  too  advantageous  a  light. 

"  The  i)ermission  which  this  illustrious  monarch,  the  most 
Christian  king,  has  already  given  to  his  subjects  to  wear  in 
bis  dominions  the  order  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  is 
not  only  a  strong  mark  of  his  deference,  but  also  an  unmis- 
takable proof  of  the  sentiments  of  his  majesty  towards  Amer- 
ica." 

But  while  the  French  officers  were  ambitious  of  the  honor 
to  be  admitted  as  members  of  the  society;  while,  for  instance, 
the  Chevalier  Du  Bouchet,  at  Auxerre,  who  had  been  present 
at  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne  and  of  Corn  wall  ic<,  in  a  letter  of 
the  17th  of  February,  1784,  considers  it  as  one  of  the  greatest 
distinctions  of  Iiis  hfj  to  be  received  as  a  member  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati ;  Avhile  the  French  army  intendant,  Tarle,  argues  that 
he  is  entitled  to  the  honors  of  the  order,  at  the  same  time 
liere,  in  the  United  States,  the  reaction  against  the  society 
'  had  reached  its  culminating  point.  Some  of  the  most  promi- 
nent members,  to  give  no  offense,  even  withdrew  from  it; 
others  laid  aside  its  insignia,  and  others  proposed  its  nioditi- 
csation.  We  find  in  the  Steuben  papers  a  letter,  very  inter- 
esting in  this  respect,  written  by  General  Knox,  al  U:)ston,  to 
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Steaben,  on  the  2l8t  of  February,  1784,  whiok  we  quote  in 
fUl: 

^  We  had  a  meeting  of  the  society  in  this  town  on  the  lOth 
instant,  at  which  General  Lincoln  presided.  A  committee  was 
chosen  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  society  in  May  next,  at 
Philadelphia,  which  appears  the  place  most  proper  for  the  oo- 
casion.  R.  Pntnam,  Colonel  Hall,  Major  Sargent  and  myself 
are  of  the  committee ;  probably  only  two  will  attend.  Your 
society,  Mr.  Baron,  has  occasioned  a  great  deal  of  jesdowy 
among  the  good  people  of  New  England,  who  say  it  is  al- 
together an  oatlandish  creation  formed  by  foreign  infinenca 
It  is  still  heightened  by  a  letter  from  one  of  onr  miniAerv 
abroad,  who  intimates  that  it  was  formed  in  Europe  to  oye^ 
throw  oar  happy  institutions.  Burke's  pamphlet  has  also  had 
its  full  operation.  You  see  how  much  you  have  to  answer  fof 
by  the  introduction  of  your  European  institutions.  I  contend, 
to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  that  you  only  had  your  share  in 
the  matter,  and  no  more ;  but  it  will  have  no  effect.  Burke's 
allusion  has  fixed  it,  and  you  must  8up|K>rt  the  credit  of  hav- 
ing created  a  race  of  hereditary  nobility.  Our  friend  Heath 
says :  '  I  forewarned  you  of  all  that  will  happen  I'  lie  did 
not  attend  the  meeting.  The  Legislature  of  this  State  are, 
however,  decided  that  the  scheme  shall  not  be  carried  into 
execution  in  this  commonwealth,  and  in  order  to  frustrate  the 
measure,  the  Assembly  have  chosen  a  joint  committee  of  both 
Houses  to  ^  inquire  into  any  associations  or  combinations  to 
introduce  undue  distinction  into  the  community,  which  may 
have  a  tendency  to  create  a  race  of  hereditary  nobility,  con- 
trary to  the  Confederation  of  the  United  State.^  and  to  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth.'  The  com* 
mittee  have  not  yet  reported  the  result  of  their  inquiries ;  when 
they  do,  I  will  inform  you.  You  must  have  observed,  my  dear 
friend,  how  possible  it  is  for  the  best  intentions  to  be  miscon- 
strued and  misrepresented.  Let  me  know  how  it  is  relished 
in  Pennsylvania  and  to  the  southward.^' 
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**  Enox  and  Jackson,"  writes  William  North,  a  little  later,  to 
Steuben,  "  avoid  the  badge  of  the  Cincinnati  as  they  would 
the  devil.    Thoy  smile  and  smile,  and  still  are  .     .    .     ."* 

In  order  to  preser>'e  the  society  and  to  allay  the  popular 
prejudice,  Washington  proposed,  at  its  first  meeting  in  1784, 
to  abolish  the  hereditary  features  of  its  constitution.  "  On 
Tuesday,  the  4th  instant,"  writes  James  Fairlie,  who,  with 
William  S.  Smith,  Nicholas  Fish,  and  Philip  Courtland,  aj)- 
pe:ired  as  delegate  from  New  York,  at  the  beginning  of  ^lay, 
1784,  from  Philadelphia,  to  Benjamin  Walker,f  "  the  deputies 
in  town  from  the  different  State  societies  met  at  the  City 
Tavern,  eleven  States  being  represented.  There  are  now 
twelve  States  represented,  Rhode  Island  being  the  only  one 
which  is  not.  The  commander-in-chief,  on  the  first  meeting, 
resigned  his  oflice  as  president  general,  his  term  having  ex- 
pired agreeably  to  the  constitution,  lie  was,  nevertheless, 
elected  president  of  the  meeting,  which  ho  will  hold  till  wo 
break  up,  which  will  not  be  these  ten  days,  having  much  to 
do.  There  are  a  vast  many  petitions  from  France  to  become 
members,  all  of  which,  I  fancy,  will  be  referred  to  the  coun- 
try from  which  they  come,  as  it  seems  to  be  the  disposition 
of  many  members  that  there  shall  be  a  charter  sent  to  that 
part  of  the  society  in  France,  giving  them  power  similar  to 
those  the  different  State  societies  now  enjoy. 

"  One  of  the  first  pieces  of  business  we  went  on  was  to  ap- 
point a  committee,  consisting  of  a  member  from  each  State,  to 
revise,  correct,  and  amend  the  constitution.  The  general  objec- 
tions seem  to  be  hereditary  succession,  funds,  honorary  mem- 
bers, attention  to  the  general  union  of  the  States,  and  holding 
general  meetings.  I  hope,  in  amending  it,  we  may  not  make 
ourselves  look  ridiculous,  or  totally  destroy  the  society.  It  is 
the  opinion  of  some  that  every  thing  but  the  charitable  part 
and  the  badge,  should  be  abolished. 

"A  rage  for  popularity  will  influence  many  to  reduce  the 
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society  to  be  little  or  nothing ;  and  that  land  of  people  tdl  in 
fngbtfiil  Btoi-ics  about  the  flame  that  is  likely  to  break  out  iii 
the  country  concerning  the  Cincinnati.  Some  that  were  but  a 
little  time  ago  the  greatest  sticklers  for  it,  indeed  with  whom 
the  idea  of  forming  such  a  society  first  originated,  have  ezpe> 
rienced  a  revolution  in  sentiment.  Trimmers,  trimmers,  trim- 
mers I 

"  The  amendments  debated  yesterday,'*  continues  Furfie, 
a  little  later,*  ^'  passed  the  meeting.  The  alterations  are,  no 
hereditary  succession,  no  more  honorary  members ;  the  fundi 
to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  goYomment ;  no  treasurer  gen> 
eral.  In  fiict,  whatever  General  Washington  dictated,  was 
done ;  every  one  esteemed  him  as  a  sine  qua  non  of  the  so- 
ciety. I  imagine  Gates  will  be  vice  president  and  Sullivan  sec- 
retary." "  It  seems,  therefore,"  continues  Benjamin  "Walker, 
to  whom  this  letter  was  addressed,  "  that  our  allies  alone  have 
saved  the  society ;  they  say  at  once,  that  we  have  made  many 
sacrifices  to  the  people,  and  now  make  the  last  we  have,  by 
dissolving  the  society  entirely." 

Before,  however,  Washington's  recommendation  was  acted 
upon  by  the  State  chapters,  a  more  reasonable  turn  of  publio 
opinion  made  the  change  unnecessary,  so  that  a  general  meet- 
ing, on  the  7th  of  May,  1800,  unanimously  adopted  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  records  of  the  so- 
ciety, which  road  as  follows : 

"  Tliat  the  institution  of  the  society  of  the  Cincinnati  re- 
main  as  it  was  originally  proposed  and  adopted  by  the  officers 
of  the  American  ai-my,  at  their  cantonments  on  the  banks  of 
the  Iludson  river,  in  1783." 

Steuben  was  vice  president  of  the  Now  York  State  Society 
of  the  Cincinnati,  from  1785  to  1786,  and  its  president  from 
1786  till  1790. 

The  New  York  Society  was  not  so  easily  frightened  as  tho 
New  England  Society ;  nay,  exaspemted  by  the  unjust  oppo« 
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Mtioii  with  which  it  met,  it  availed  itself  of  every  oppoitimity  to 
parade  with  great  ostentation,  and  to  show  that  it  was  not  in- 
timidated. Steuben  especially  liked  to  give  vent  to  his  hatred 
against  those  anonymous  writers  of  the  day,  who,  concealing 
their  own  insigniticance  behind  the  toga  of  a  "  Brutus,"  "  Cas- 
sias,"  "  Vox  Populi,"  "  Publicola,"  "  Scipio,"  and  others,  lived 
during  the  war  snug  at  home,  while  the  men  whom  they  now 
assailed  were  fighting  the  battles  of  their  country. 

We  found  in  the  above-quoted  essay  of  Johnston  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  account  of  a  ceremony  which  took  place  at 
the  initiation  of  newly  elected  members ; 

"  On  this  occasion  they  determined  to  initiate  the  honorary 
members  who  had  been  newly  elected,  by  the  ceremony  of  a 
formal  investiture.  The  assembly  room  at  the  Citv  Tavern 
was  the  scene  of  the  solemnity.  The  outside  of  the  house 
was  decorated  with  festoons  and  crowns  of  laurel ;  opposite 
the  door  of  entrance,  on  a  dais  tapestried  with  blue  cloth,  was 
elevated  a  great  chair  of  state,  covered  \vith  light  blue  satin 
fringed  with  white ;  at  the  back  of  thb  was  a  staff  supported 
by  two  hands  united,  holding  up  the  cap  of  Liberty,  which  was 
again  grasped  by  the  eagle  of  the  order,  beaiing  on  a  white 
fillet  the  motto,  *  We  will  defend  it.'  At  each  extremity  of 
the  room  amphitheaters  were  erected  for  the  spectators. 

"A  deputation,  consisting  of  four  members,  dressed  in 
their  uniforms  and  wearing  their  eagles,  first  waited  on  the 
governor  of  the  State  and  the  president  of  Congress,  with  the 
congratulations  of  the  society  for  the  American  independence. 
After  their  return  with  the  report,  that  had  been  received 
with  all  the  attention  due  to  the  dignity  of  their  order,  the 
ceremony  commenced. 

"  The  foreign  members,  and  such  as  belonged  to  the  other 
societies,  had  already  taken  their  seats  on  the  left  of  the  chair. 
The  kettle  drums  and  trumpets,  an  important  part  of  the  per- 
formance, were  stationed  in  the  gallery  over  the  door,  and  the 
amphitheaters  were  filled  with  spectators,  when  the  standard- 
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bearor,  Captain  Ooyon,  in  fall  Continental  muform, 
his  order,  and  escorted  by  four  memben,  also  in  ML  dreM^ 
entered  the  hall  and  took  his  position  in  front  of  the  daia 
He  held  in  hb  hand  the  standard  of  the  society.  It  was* 
wrought  in  silk,  displaying  the  eagle  upon  thirteen  altemate 
stripes  of  white  and  blue.  The  escort  returned,  and,  led  by 
the  masters  of  ceremony,  the  procession  then  entered  the  halL 
First  came  the  members,  two-and-two,  followed  by  the  secre- 
tary. Captain  Pemberton,  carrying  the  original  institntion  of 
the  society ;  then  came  the  treasurer.  General  Van  Conrt- 
landt,  and  his  deputy,  Major  Piatt,  bearing  two  satin  cush- 
ions, on  the  first  of  which  were  displayed  the  eagles,  and  on 
the  second  the  diplomas  for  the  elected  members.  These  were 
followed  by  the  vice  president,  General  Schuyler,  and  the 
president.  Major  General  Baron  Do  Steuben,  who  brought  op 
the  rear.  At  his  entrance  the  standard  saluted,  and  the  kettle 
drums  and  trumpets  gave  a  flourish,  which  continued  until  pass- 
ing through  the  avenue  now  formed  by  the  members  opening 
to  the  right  and  lefl,  he  mounted  the  steps  and  took  his  seat 
upon  the  chair  of  state. 

'^  When  this  was  done,  Colonel  Hamilton,  soldier,  orator 
and  statesman,  pronounced  the  inaugural  address ;  after  which 
the  ceremony  of  investiture  commenced. 

"  The  recipient  was  conducted  by  one  of  the  masters  of  oei^ 
emony  to  the  first  step  before  the  chair  of  the  president,  and 
the  standard-bearer  approached,  Afler  expressing  a  desire  to 
be  received  into  the  society,  and  promising  a  strict  observance 
of  its  rules  and  statutes,  he  grasped  the  standard  with  his  left 
hand,  while  with  his  right  he  signed  his  name  to  the  institu- 
tion. The  president  then  -took  one  of  the  eagles  from  the 
cushion  held  by  the  treasurer,  and  invested  the  recipient  in 
the  following  words :  '  Receive  this  mark  as  a  recompense 
for  your  merit,  and  in  remembrance  of  our  glorious  independ* 
ence.'  Next  handing  him  a  diploma,  he  said:  ^This  will 
show  your  title  as  a  member  of  our  society.    Imitate  the  il- 
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InBtrious  hero,  Lucius  Quintius  Cincinnatus,  whom  we  have  cho- 
sen fur  our  patron  :  like  him  be  the  defender  of  your  country 
and  a  ^ood  citizen.'  Anotlier  flourish  of  drums  and  trumpets 
completed  the  ceremony,  and  the  new  member  was  introduced 
to  the  Cincinnati  at  large,  wlio  arose  in  a  body  to  salute  liiin. 
This  was  succeeded  by  a  brilliant  festival,  wliich,  amidst  salvos 
of  artillery,  terminated  the  day." 

On  the  anniversary  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
which  succeeded  the  organization  of  the  federal  government, 
1789,  a  committee  of  the  society  of  the  Cincinnati  waited 
ou  Washington,  in  the  morning,  and  its  chairman,  Hteuben, 
addressed  him,  saying  :* 

"The  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  of  the  State  of  Xew  York 
have  instructed  this  delegation  to  present  to  you,  sir,  tlie 
sentiments  of  the  profoundest  respect.  In  common  witli  all 
good  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  they  join  their 
ardent  wishes  for  the  preservation  of  your  life,  healtli  and 
prosperity.  In  particular  they  feel  the  highest  satisfaction  in 
contemplating  the  illustrious  chief  of  our  armies,  by  the  unan- 
imous vote  of  an  independent  people,  elected  to  the  highest 
station  that  a  dignified  and  enlightened  country  can  bestow. 
Under  your  conduct,  sir,  this  band  of  soldiers  was  led  to  glory 
and  to  conquest,  and  we  feel  confident  that  under  your  admin- 
istration our  country  will  speedily  arrive  at  an  enviable  state 
of  prosperity  and  hapj)iness." 

The  chief  answered :  "  I  beg  you,  gentlemen,  to  return 
my  most  affectionate  regards  to  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati 
of  the  State  of  Xew  York,  and  to  assure  them  that  I  receive 
their  congratulations,  on  this  auspicious  day,  with  a  mind  con- 
stantly anxious  for  the  honor  and  welfare  of  our  country,  and 
can  only  say  that  the  force  of  my  abilities,  aided  by  an  integ- 
rity of  heart,  shall  oe  studiously  pointed  to  the  8upi)ort  of  its 
dignity  and  the  promotion  of  its  prosperity  and  happiness.'* 

The  society  afterwards  marched  in  procession,  attended 

♦  R.  W.  Griswold.    The  Republican  Court,  New  York,  1855,  p.  155. 
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by  Oolonel  Bauroann's  artillerj  and  a  band  of  marits,  to  fbM 
Panl'8  Church,  where,  ia  the  presence  of  the  members  of 
Congress  and  a  great  conconrse  of  distingnished  citisetis  and 
strangers,  Alexander  Hamilton  delivered  an  oration  on  As 
life  and  character  of  Greneral  Nathaniel  Greene. 

The  society  afterwards  diued  at  the  old  City  Tarera  m 
Broad  street. 

Steuben  filled  the  office  of  president  of  the  New  Toik 
Cindnnati  for  four  consecutive  years  till  1790,  when  he  re- 
signed. ^^  I  had  the  honor,  gentlemen,^'  said  he,  on  this  ocoi^ 
sion,*  ^^.of  presiding  in  that  assembly  which  laid  the  fonnda^ 
tion  of  our  institution ;  and  the  moment  I  put  my  hand  to  tint 
respectable  act  which  was  to  connect  us  for  purposes  most 
honorable  and  benevolent,  shall  always  be  considered  by  me 
as  the  most  precious  of  my  life. 

''The  clouds  which  jealousy  and  ill-founded  prejudice  have 
gathered  over  our  society  have  not  intimidated  me.  Con- 
scious of  the  purity  of  our  intentions  I  have  steadily  pursued 
the  lino  of  my  duty  in  the  station  to  which  yon  were  pleased, 
four  years  since,  to  appoint  me.  Accept  my  sincere  thanks, 
gentlemen,  for  the  repeated  marks  of  attention  and  regard  with 
which  I  have  been  distinguished,  nnd  do  me  the  justice  to  he> 
lieve  that  if  my  efforts  for  the  good  of  the  society  have  not 
had  all  the  success  I  wished,  that  at  least  I  have  bad  the  conso- 
lation, during  my  presidency,  of  seeing  the  tie  which  binds- us 
retain  its  strcngtli,  and  the  luster  of  our  cajrlo  i*emain  unsul- 
lied. 

"The  motives  which  induced  me  to  call  this  general  meet- 
ing will  be  communicated  to  you.  As  they  regard  the  re- 
spectability of  the  society  they  arc  worthy  of  your  attention ; 
before  I  explain  them,  permit  me  to  inform  you  that  my  par- 
ticular situation  will  prevent  my  filling  this  chair  the  ensuing 
year,  should  your  partiality  honor  me  by  an  election  to  it. 

"  I  have  endeavored  to  place  the  affairs  of  the  society  in 

♦  StoalKMi  MS.  Pnpora,  vol  xiii. 


LIPK     OF     STKrUKN.  573 

the  best  order  possible.  For  Urn  purpose  the  different  pieces 
relative  to  our  iustitutiou,  from  its  commenccmcDt  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  have  been  collected  and  regularly  entered  in  a  book 
by  your  secretary,  who  is  entitled  to  our  thanks  for  his  care 
atid  assiduity ;  a  second  book  contains  the  names  of  all  the 
members  belonging  to  the  society  of  this  State,  to  which  I  pro- 
pose to  add  a  third,  to  contain  the  names  of  those  only  who 
have  received  their  diploma. 

"  Gentlemen,  the  objects  which  are  at  present  submitted 
to  your  considpration,  are :  1st.  A  law  to  ascertain  the  num- 
ber of  members  which  shall  be  competent  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  the  society ;  2d.  The  settlement  of  the 
accounts  relative  to  the  funds  of  the  society  in  the  hands  of 
oar  treasurer ;  3d.  To  make  the  arrangements  for  the  next 
genera]  meeting ;  4th.  To  inquire  into  the  situation  of  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  deceased  members,  and  afford 
them  such  support  as  may  be  in  our  power ;  5th.  To  prevent 
the  intrusion  of  improper  j)ersous  into  the  society,  and  to  ex- 
pel those,  if  there  should  be  any  such,  who  have  been  permitted 
to  join  us  without  a  sufficient  title.  And  lastly,  I  must  airain 
recommend  to  you  to  take  into  consideration  and  determine 
on  the  well  founded  claims  of  the  late  officers  of  the  marine 
,  of  this  State." 

Since  the  subsidence  of  the  prejudices  above  alluded  to, 
the  society  has  attracted  little  of  the  public  attention.  De- 
voting itself,  among  its  members,  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
social  affections,  to  the  relief  of  the  indigent,  and  the  com- 
memoration of  its  illustrious  dead  and  of  their  deeds,  it  h:is 
little  in  common  with  the  spirit  of  business  that  surrounds  it, 
and  is  too  oflen  forgotten  by  those  who  are  entitled  to  its 
privileges.  Of  its  thirteen  original  chapters,  six  appear  to  bo 
in  operation — those  of  Xew  York,  Massachusetts,  South  Caro- 
lina, Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Maryland.  Of  these, 
that  of  Xew  York,  considered  the  most  prosperous,  has  sciirce- 
ly  more  than  one  fourth  of  the  number  of  its  original  mem- 
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ben.  The  two  hundred  and  aixtj-eight  offieen  of  Peuisjflfina 
who  signed  the  constitution  of  the  iodety,  are  at  present  nj^ 
resented  by  only  sixty  of  their  descendants ;  the  two  hondiel 
and  thirty  officers  of  New  York  by  seventy-three  desoendanti^ 
and  the  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  officers  of  Maasaohi- 
setts  by  not  many  more  than  one  hundred.  The  last  veteran, 
Major  Robert  Burnett,  died  on  the  29th  of  November,  1854| 
at  Newburg,  on  the  Hudson.  He  had  lived  long  enough  to 
see  that  the  predictions  of  the  eccentric  Burke,  foreseeing  a 
general  ruin  of  the  liberties  of  America,  were  fiillaciea,  andthst 
John  Adams'  apprehensions  that  ^Hhe  formation  of  the  sodety 
was  the  first  step  taken  to  de&ce  the  beauty  of  our  temple  of 
liberty''  were  utterly  groundless.  The  rapid  decrease  of  th# 
Cincinnati  has  of  late  attracted  the  notice  of  the  society,  and 
suggested  a  modification  of  the  rules  of  admission,  so  as  to 
make  all  persons  eligible  who  arc  descended  from  any  one  who 
might  have  been,  as  well  as  from  one  who  was,  a  member.* 
This  ordinance,  relative  to  the  succession  was  adopted  by  the 
general  meeting  on  the  7th  of  May,  1851. 

The  present  president  of  the  New  York  State  Sodety 
since  1848,  is  Hamilton  Fish,  son  of  Steuben's  sub-inspector, 
Nicholas  Fish,  and  former  Govenior  and  United  States  Senator 
of  the  State  of  New  York.  He  is  at  the  same  time  president 
of  the  general  society,  which  held  its  last  triennial  meeting 
at  Boston,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1857.  Delegates  were  pres- 
ent from  all  the  State  Societies,  except  that  of  South  Carolina, 
and  the  following  officers  chosen  :  President,  Hamilton  Fish ; 
Vice  President,  Charles  S.  Davies  of  Portland,  Maine ;  Treas- 
urer, Joseph  W.  Scott  of  New  Jersey ;  Secretary,  Thomas  Mo- 
Ewen.  At  the  banquet,  which  took  place  on  the  evening  of 
that  day,  ex-President  Pierce,  and  other  distinguished  guests, 
responded  to  sentiments  ofTered. 

The  next  general  meeting  of  the  Cincinnati  will  be  held 
at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in  1 860. 

*  New  York  Courier  and  Inquirer,  March,  1854. 
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The  public  at  large  know  little  or  nothing  abont  the  Cin- 
oinDati :  they  have  always  been  considered  as  an  exotic  crea- 
tion which  found  no  sympathy  with  tlic  masses.  Moreover, 
the  material  interests  and  more  important  struggles  of  the 
day  have  scarcely  time  enough  to  appreciate  the  high-toned 
aqxirations  of  a  bygone  time,  which  has  almost  nothing  in 
common  Ti'ith  the  ])re8ent. 

But  if  in  the  course  of  years  even  every  trace  of  the  ex- 
Htence  of  the  Cincinnati  should  be  extinguished,  this  society 
18  immortalized  in  the  name  of  a  city  which,  giant-like,  sprung 
ont  of  the  wilderness  with  a  rapidity  since  become  proverbial, 
and  which  is  now  one  of  the  richest  commercial  emporiums  of 
the  United  States.  When  General  St.  Clair  and  Colonel  Sar- 
gent,  in  1789,  gave  the  name  of  their  society  to  the  three  log- 
houses  at  the  confluence  of  the  Licking  and  Ohio,  then  called 
Losanteville,*  they  did  not  imagine  that  they  were  enthron- 
ing a  queen  of  the  West,  and  erecting  a  monument  in  honor 
of  the  Cincinnati,  which  will  probably  last  longer  than  the 
memory'of  all  its  members.  The  daughter  does  honor  to  her 
parents.  On  the  ground  which  they  have  cultivated  and  made 
independent  it  flourishes  proudly  and  mightily,  the  young  and 
vine-crowned  CincinnatL 

*  Alexnn<lor  Johnston,  1.  o. 
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BmriKir  iir  pbxtar  Lnra  raox  1784  till  1790.— Tub  Statieb  ow  TtMmxvruaM, 
YiioixiA,  Mbw  Jkmbt,  AMD  Nsw  YoBJc,  PESMirr  Hxx  wxm  Lavpw— H«  «ma 
isr  TiiK  CiTT  OP  New  YoKK.— lln  DimcitBKT  BniDuton.— Tbb  Loutel-IU 
WBxns  Tkbatsm  Asoirr  militabt  ArPAiBt,  bpbciallt  tub  Miun a  avd  a  OiP' 
TiKBSTAL  Legion. — Wabuihoto.x'b  Opimiox  tiikbbox.— Stbubbm^  m>cial  BmOt 
xxo  uc  Nbw  Yokk.— Tdb  Ductok's  Mob.— OniBB  Aitbodotbb.— Tub  Gsbui 

BOOIBTT  OP  TUB  CiTT  OP  NBW   YoBK.— StBUBBH  Rt  PbEUDBXT  POB  NIBB  YIAM*^ 

£.  LiviKGBTox*»  Obatio.^.— Stbubbx*8  politioal  Txbwb.— Tub  PBXBOOAiimar 

TUB  PBBilSBIfT  OP  THB  UXITED  BtaTBI.— FbIXOB    IIXXBT  OP  PbCBUA.— KUCMi 
OP  OoVBRXOX  in  NrW  YOBK. — StKDBEM  PBK8BXT  AT  WaBUIXOTOX'S  iKAVOUBATWk 

—Steuben  ciioskx  Rxgent  op  tub  New  Yobk  Univeesity. — IIis  Plak  rot  *f 

AUBSICAX  8ETTLXMKXT  OX  TUB  MmsIBSIPPI  IX   LOITUIAXA.— TllB  fiPAXOH  ABBA** 
BADOB  DOES  XOT  AXSWEB.— SXEUBEX'S  PhoPOBALS  NOT  ACCEI>TED. 

rpO  resume  our  narrative,  we  have  to  revert  to  the  time  when 
-^     the  disbanded  army  returned  to  the  peaceful  occupatiom 
of  civil  life.     While  others,  who  were  young  enough  to  devote 
themselves  to  other  pursuits,  soon  made  up  the  loss  thej  hid 
experienced  in  joining  the  army,  Steuben  was  too  old  and  V>o 
little  acquainted  with  business  to  gain  a  livelihood  in  a  civil 
capacity.     He  was  fifty-four  years  old,  the  greater  part  of 
which  he  had  spent  in  tlie  field.    Feeling  that  after  the  concla- 
siou  of  peace,  he  was  of  no  more  use  in  America,  he  proposed 
to  return  to  Europe,  and  live  there  in  agreeable  retirement,  if 
Congress  would  pay  him  a  part  of  his  claims,  but,  as  stated  in 
chapter  XXVI.,  tlie  matter  was  put  off  from  day  to  day,  from 
year  to  year ;  and  when  in  1790,  they  finally  arrived  at  a  de- 
cision, Steuben,  on  account  of  his  debts,  was  unable  to  leave 
the  United  States.     He,  therefore,  concluded  to  cultivate  hie 
lands  in  Oneida  county,  for  which  purpose  his  means  were  suf- 
ficient. 

Although  he  had,  for  full  six  years,  to  battle  with  CongresSi 
Steuben  never  Ipst  sight  of  the  public  welfare  by  attending  to 
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his  own  ftfiairR,  and  even  the  time  afler  he  h.id  laid  aside  pub- 
lic station,  furnishes  ample  proof  of  his  disinterested  participa- 
tion in  the  prosperity  and  security  of  the  United  States.  These 
ten  years,  from  1784  till  his  death,  naturally  divide  themselves 
into  two  distinct  periods,  the  one  ending  with  the  year  1790, 
when  Steuben's  just  claims  were  settled  and  his  life  secured 
from  penur}',  the  other  with  his  death,  during  which  latter 
time  he  lived  in  easy  circumstances,  and  enjoyed  the  society 
of  his  fidends  and  the  regards  of  the  American  people. 

We  propose  to  describe,  in  this  chapter,  the  period  from 
1784  till  1790,  As  an  offset  against  the  tardy  way  in  which 
the  general  government  did  satisfy  Steuben's  claims,  wo  are 
bound  to  mention  the  liberal  rewards  of  liis  services  by  some 
of  the  States. 

Thus  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  even  before  the  conclusion 
of  the  peace  in  March,  1783,  had  made  him  a  citizen  of  the  com- 
monwealth, and  given  him,  in  Westmoreland  county,  a  grant 
of  two  thousand  acres.  Virginia  had  presented  him  with  fif- 
teen thousand  acres,  "  as  a  high  sense  they  had  of  the  merit 
and  services  of  Steuben,"  to  be  located  between  the  Muskin- 
gnm  and  the  Great  Miami  (in  the  present  State  of  Ohio).  New 
Jersey,  "  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  many  and  sig- 
nal services  by  him  rendered  to  the  United  States  of  America 
dnring  the  continuance  of  the  late  war,  and  desirous  to  testify 
to  the  world  the  grateful  sense  they  entertain  of  the  said  ser- 
vices," had  given  him  the  life  lease  of  a  forfeited  estate  of 
John  Zabriskie,  lying  in  tlie  county  of  Bergon,  township  of 
New  Barbadoes,  at  the  New  Bridge,  and  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  New  York ;  but  Steuben,  when  informed 
that  Zabriskie,  in  consequence  of  that  confiscation,  was  left 
without  means,  did  not  accept  the  gift,  and  inteqjosed  in  be- 
half of  Zabriskie. 

The  cities  of  Albany  and  New  York,  the  first  on  the  23d 
of  July,  1783,  the  latter  on  the  11th  of  October,  1784, 
honored  him  with  their  freedom,  aiid  on  tlK?  5th  of  May, 
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1786,*  tho  State  of  New  York  granted  him  one  fjoarter  of  ft 
township,  equal  to  sixteen  thousand  acres,  out  of  the  territcyry 
recently  purchased  from  the  Oneida  Indians.  The  «te  aekflt-' 
ed  was  some  twelve  miles  north  of  old  Fort  Schayler,  the  pies^ 
ent  city  of  Utica,  and  adjoining  the  present  town  of  Remsen. 
It  was  erected  into  a  separate  township,  and  called  after  him 
when  Steuben  settled  there. 

Immediately  after  having  resigned  hb  commission,  he  re- 
turned to  New  York,  where  ho  tirst  rented  a  country  house  in 
the  middle  part  of  the  island.  It  belonged  to  Mr.  Provost, 
better  known  at  the  time  as  the  *'*'  ready-money  Provoet*'  (now 
in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Schermerhom),  and  was  utuated  ia 
the  present  Fifty -seventh  street,  in  Jones's  \yood.  For  some 
reason  unknown,  it  was  called  the  "  Louvre"  by  its  proprietor, 
and  Steuben  lived  there  with  his  old  companions  in  anna. 
Here  he  spent  the  little  money  left  him,  with  North,  Walk- 
er, William  S.  Smith,  Fairlie,  and  others.  They,  however, 
very  soon  went  away  to  establish  themselves,  and  left  him  in 
ft  very  solitary  situation.  Steuben  corresponded  with  bis  old 
friends,  took  part  in  the  politics  of  the  day,  and  wrote  pam 
phlcts  about  the  military  affairs  and  militia  of  the  United 

♦  **  An  Act  for  the  speedy  sale  of  unappropriated  lands  within  this  State,  and 
lor  other  purposes  therein  mentioned.  Passed  on  the  5th  of  Majr,  1 78& 
'*  XXXII.  And  wfu^eas,  Boron  Frederick  Wiiliain  Steuben,  late  a  major  gen- 
ijral  in  the  anny  of  the  United  Stiites,  has  rendered  very  essential  service  to 
tliii*  State,  as  one  of  the  United  States,  by  introducing  a  regular  discipline  into 
the  anny,  and  a  spirit  of  economy  into  the  mterior  administration  of  the  Kgi* 
ments,  and  this  Legislature,  being  willing  to  atlbrd  a  public  testimony  of  the 
just  sense  they  entertain  of  his  services:  therefore 

"XXXII I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  aut?ioiihj  aforesaid,  Tliat  the  said  conmiis 
aioners  shall,  and  they  aro  hereby  authorized,  to  direct  letters  patent  to  be 
prepared  for,  and  granted  to  the  said  Baron  Frederick  William  Steuben,  in  fee 
simple,  one  quarter  of  a  township,  equal  to  sixteen  thousand  acres  of  land, 
part  of  any  township  which  he  may  choose,  out  of  the  townships  to  bo  laid 
out  in  any  of  the  tracts  of  land  directed  to  be  laid  out  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  except  in  tho  bound  of  the  said  lands  purchased  of  tho  Oneida  Indians, 
without  fee  or  reward,  or  paying  any  consideration  for  tho  land  granted  to 
him ;  and  having  approved  of  such  letters  patent,  his  Excellency,  the  Gov- 
ernor, shall  affix  the  great  aeol  of  the  State  thereto." 
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One  of  tho  first  works  he  undertook  ailer  his  resig- 
nation, was  the  elaboration  of  a  plan  for  their  land  defense. 
We  have  no  room  ibr  this  important  essay  iii  full ;  it  will,  there- 
fore, suffice  to  state  here,  that  he  proposed  that  in  times  of 
peace  the  whole  Amencan  army  sliould  consist  of  one  legion 
of  three  thousand  men,  permanent  and  Continental ;  a  coq)s  ot 
artillerists,  sappers,  miners,  artificers,  etc.,  of  one  thousand, 
permanent  and  Continental,  also ;  and  seven  legions  of  estab- 
Uahed  militia,  consisting  of  three  thousand  men  each  ;  so  that 
the  whole  would  amount  to  twenty-five  thousand  effectives. 

Steuben  communicated  this  plan  fii*st  to  Washington,  who, 
on  the  16th  of  March,  1784,*  from  Mount  Vernon,  answered 
it  as  follows : 

"  I  have  perused,  with  attention,  the  plan  which  you  have 
formed  for  establishing  a  Continental  legion,  and  for  training 
a  certain  part  of  the  aims-bearing  men  of  the  Union,  as  a  mi- 
litia in  times  of  peace ;  and  with  the  small  alterations  which 
have  been  suggested  and  made,  I  very  much  approve^ of  it.  It 
was  no  unpleasing  and  flattering  circumstance  to  mo  to  find 
such  a  coincidence  of  ideas  as  appears  to  run  through  your 
plan  and  the  one  I  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  a  committee  of 
Congress  in  3Iay  last.  Mine,  howevor,  was  a  hasty  produc- 
tion, the  consequence  of  a  sudden  call  and  little  time  for  ar- 
rangement ;  yours,  of  maturer  thought  and  better  digestion. 
At  the  same  time  that  I  limited  the  propriety  of  a  Continental 
militia,  I  glided  almost  insensibly  into  what  I  thought  would, 
rather  than  what  I  conceived  ought  to  be,  a  proper  peace  es- 
tablishment for  this  country. 

"'a  peace  establishment  ought  always  to  have  two  objects 
111  view :  the  one  present  security  of  posts  and  of  stores,  and 
the  public  tranquillity  ;  the  other,  to  be  prepared,  if  the  latter 
is  impracticable,  to  resist  with  etlicaey  the  sudden  attempts 
of  a  foreign  or  domestic  enemy.  If  we  have  no  occasion  for 
troops  for  the  first  purposes,  an<l  were  certain  of  not  wanting 

♦  Wa8hiDgton*8  Writings,  ix.,  25. 
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aaj  for  the  second,  then  all  expenaea,  of  eveiy  nature  and 
kind  whatsoever  on  this  score,  would  be  eqaally  nagatorj  and 
unjustifiable;  but  while  men  have  a  disposition  to  wrangle, 
and  to  disturb  the  peace  of  society,  either  from  ambitioiii^ 
political  or  interested  motives,  common  prudence  and  fi>re> 
sight  require  such  an  establishment  as  is  likely  to  insure  to 
us  the  blessings  of  peace,  although  the  undertaking  should  be 
attended  with  difficulty  and  expense ;  and  I  can  think  of  uo 
plan  more  likely  to  answer  the  purpose,  than  the  one  you  have 
suggested,  which,  the  principles  being  established,  may  be  en- 
larged or  diminished  at  pleasure,  according  to  circumstances. 
It  therefore  meets  my  approbation,  and  has  my  best  wishes  for 
its  success." 

Poverty  soon  compelled  Steuben  to  give  np  his  dismantled 
and  deserted  residence,  and  to  surrender  the  ^^  Louvre."  His 
old  friend  and  aid-de-camp,  B.  Walker,  who  had  married  in 
the  meantime,  and  taken  a  house  in  Maiden  Lane,  in  New 
York,  nearly  opposite  its  junction  with  Liberty  street,  invited 
him  to  stay  with  him.  When  Walker  aUcr wards  removed  to 
Courtland  street,  Steuben  engaged  rooms  in  the  present  Fulton 
street,  at  a  Dr.  Yache's,  and  took  his  dinners  at  the  celebrated 
boarding-house  of  the  Misses  Dabeny,  in  Wall  street,  nearly 
opposite  Hanover.  Having  lived  there  a  year  or  two,  he 
went  to  the  house  of  a  Dr.  Tillory,  at  the  south-east  comer 
of  Broadway  and  Wall  street,  till  he  finally,  in  1791,  took  a 
house  opposite  Saint  Paul's  Church,  the  present  216  Broad- 
way, which  he  occupied  down  to  his  removal  to  Steuben,  in 
1794. 

Steuben  was  a  great  fiivorite  in  social  circles,  and  especially 
among  the  ladies.  He  engaged  in  their  amusements,  and  by 
his  wit  and  pleasantry  the  delights  of  any  party  where  he  was 
were  increased.  We  find  his  name  on  the  invitation  list  of 
Mrs.  Jay,  during  the  years  1787  and  1788;  he  was  intimate 
with  Duer,  Duane,  Livingston,  Jay,  Varick,  Hamilton,  Fish  and 
others.    He  cultivated  social  intercourse  with  all  the  prominent 
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and  fashionable  families  of  the  city,  while  at  the  same  time  he 
was  very  popular  among  all  classes  of  the  people.  H.  D,  Von 
Bolow,  who  was  in  New  York  in  1792,  and  paid  a  visit  to 
Steuben,  says  that  he  was  known  by  everybody  as  "the  baron," 
and  that  when  "  the  baron"  was  spoken  of,  everybody  know 
that  Steuben  was  the  mau.  "When,  at  the  famous  doctors'  mob, 
produced,  in  1786  or  1787,  by  the  careless  exposure  of  a  sub- 
ject from  the  dissecting  room  of  the  hospital,  he  was  acci- 
dentally wounded,  the  mob  made  room  to  let  him  pass,  and 
cheered  him,  while  they  went  on  in  their  work  of  destruction. 
President  Duer  relates  an  amusing  anecdote  of  Steuben,  con- 
nected with  this  affair: 

"  It  became  necessary,"  says  he,*  "  to  call  out  the  militia 
to  put  down  the  riotere,  and  many  of  the  principal  citizens  re- 
pured  to  the  assistance  of  the  civil  authority.  Some  of  them 
were  severely  wounded.  Mr.  Jay  received  a  serious  wound 
in  the  head,  and  the  Baron  De  Steuben  was  struck  by  a  stone, 
which  knocked  him  down,  inflicted  a  flesh  wound  upon  his 
forehead,  and  wrought  a  sudden  change  in  the  compassionate 
feelings  he  had  previously  entertained  towards  the  rabble. 
At  the  moment  of  receiving  it  he  was  earnestly  remonstrat- 
ing with  Governor  Clinton  against  ordering  the  militia  to  fire 
on  the  people ;  but  as  soon  as  ho  was  liit,  his  benevolence  de- 
serted him,  and,  as  he  fell,  he  lustily  cried  out,  *  Fire,  gov- 
ernor, fire  I'  lie  was  carried  into  Mr.  Duer's  house,  and  there 
being  no  surgeon  at  hand.  Lady  Kitty  Duer  stanched  his  wound 
and  bound  up  his  head.  After  his  departure.  Governor  Clin- 
ton provoked  the  laughter  of  the  company  by  recalling  these 
circumstances." 

Though  never  perfectly  master  of  the  English  language, 
he  understood  and  spoke  it  with  tolerable  correctness.  He 
would  son^etimes,  and  as  a  matter  of  jest,  miscall  names,  and 
blend  or  adopt  words  similar  in  sound,  dissimilar  in  meaning. 

♦  Rufus  TV.  Griawold.    Tho  Republican  Court,  New  York,  1854,  quarto^ 
11.103. 
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Onoe  "when  dining  with  General  Washington,*  Mra.  Waddng- 
ton  asked  him  what  amusements  he  had.  ^^  I  read,  and  I  phj 
ohess,  my  lady,"  said  the  baron ;  ^'  and  yesterday  I  was  innl- 
ed  to  go  a  fishing.  It  was  understood  to  be  a  very  fine  amciae> 
ment.  I  sat  in  the  boat  two  hours,  though  it  was  very  warn, 
and  caught  two  fish."  "  Of  what  kind,  baron  ?"  asked  the 
lady.  ^*  Indeed,  I  do  not  recollect  perfectly,  but  one  of  them 
was  a  whale."  "  A  whale,  baron,  in  the  Xorth  river  1"  *'  Yes, 
on  my  word,  a  very  fine  whale,  as  that  gentleman  informed 
me.  Did  you  not  tell  me  it  was  a  whale,  major  ?"  **  An  eel, 
baron  I"  ^^  I  beg  your  pardon,  my  lady,  but  the  gentlemaH 
certainly  called  it  a  whale.  But  it  is  of  little  conseqaenoe.  I 
shall  abandon  the  trade,  notwithstanding  the  fine  amnsement 
it  affords." 

Among  the  Germans  of  the  city  of  New  York  Steuben  oe- 
cupied  a  most  prominent  jwsition.  They  looked  on  him  with 
pride,  and  held  him  in  high  veneration.  lie  took  part  in  their 
associations  and  benevolent  institutions.  When,  on  the  23d  of 
August,  1784,  the  German  Society,  for  the  benevolent  purpose 
of  assisting  poor  Germans  and  their  descendants,  was  founded, 
Steuben  was  not  in  town  ;  but  immediately  after  his  return  be 
joined  it,  and  at  once  became  its  most  infiuential  member.  On 
the  7th  of  February,  1785,  Dr.  Kuutze  moved  that  the  society 
express  their  thanks  to  Steuben  for  the  honor  he  conferred  on 
them  in  becoming  a  member,  and  on  the  3d  of  October,  1785, 
he  was  unanimously  elected  president,  which  place  he  occupied 
until  his  death.  This  society,  which  still  fiourishes  and  numbers 
about  one  thousand  members,  was  in  its  beginning  represent- 
ed and  sustained  by  revolutionary  officers,  as,  for  instance, 
Colonels  Henry  Emanuel  Lutterloh,  its  first  president,  and 
Frederick  Von  Weissenfels.  Frederick  A.  Mdhlenberg  and 
General  Peter  Muhlenberg,  on  the  motion  of  Steuben,  were 
made  honorary  members ;  and  many  distinguished  Americana, 
as  Mayor  Duane,  Gouverneur  Moms,  Edward  Livingston,  Stc- 

*  Thacher  &  Bowcn,  p.  83. 
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phen  Yau  Renssalaer,  Peter  >Schuylcr,  Horatio  Gates,  and  other 
distingakihed  meu,  afterwards  became  members.  The  emi- 
gration, which  then  was  in  its  infancy,  did  not  require  much 
attention  of  the  society.  Hero  and  there  a  ship  arrived  with 
Grermana,  "  bound  to  Labor,"  on  whose  behalf  they  interfered, 
aa,  for  instance,  in  1702,  when  the  board  of  director  met  at 
Steabcn's  house,  to  protect  the  Germans,  who,  under  the  most 
disadvantageous  terms,  had  been  engaged  by  the  Genesee  land 
association.  It  appears  from  the  minutes  of  the  board,  that 
the  arrival  of  two  ships  with  emigrants  at  almost ^the  same 
time  was  a  very  extraordinary  event.  Thus  the  society  had 
more  ample  occasion  for  charitable  purposes  at  home,  and  for 
cherishing  kind  feelings  of  benevolence  and  friendship  among 
its  members.  On  the  anniversary  of  the  society,  which,  on 
motion  of  Edward  Livingston,  was  celebrated  on  the  11th  of 
August,  being  the  day  of  German  independence,  in  conse- 
quence of  Herman's  victory  over  Varus,  a  German  and  En- 
glish oration  was  delivered,  and  a  dinner  taken.  Edward  Liv- 
ingston was  the  English  speaker  in  1789,  and,  in  his  apprecia- 
tion of  the  German  character,  said  at  the  end  of  his  speech : 

"  The  next  is  one  whom  here  I  fear  to  name,  and  scarce 
dare  venture  to  describe,  lest  I  olfend  that  virtue  which,  not 
obtrusive,  shares  the  voice  of' fame.  But  vain  the  purpose 
to  conceal  it!  When  German  worth  is  the  theme,  can  we 
omit  the  name  of  /Steuben  ?  or  when  we  speak  of  services  like 
his,  will  admiration  bind  itself  to  forms  ?  Xb !  regardless 
of  the  feelings  it  may  excite,  the  voice  of  truth  proclaims 
him  the  creator  of  our  ibrcc,  who,  from  a  chaos  of  disordei*, 
raised  our  military  fame.  Unhappily  the  voice  of  gratitude 
has  not  been  heard ;  our  country  yet,  my  friends,  Is  not  un- 
just. It  was  but  lost  amid  the  din  of  acclamation ;  and  that 
Yoice,  though  sniaU  and  stilly  shall  soon  be  heard,  and  teach 
our  country  to  reward  his  merit." 

Afler  Steuben's  death  the  society,  in  his  honor,  held  a 
faneral  service  in  the  German  Reformed  Church,  in  Xassau 
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•troet,  and  wore  crape  for  six  weeks.  At  the  same  time  it 
published  a  eulogy  on  biui,  which  was  sigued  by  D.  Grimm, 
vice  president,  and  Wiiliam  Wilmcrding,  secretary. 

In  his  political  views  Steuben  was  a  decided  Federalist,  and 
as  such  took  part  in  the  political  cTents  of  the  day.  We  foond 
among  his  papers  a  treatbe  about  the  national  debt  of  the 
United  States,  several  articles  about  the  prerogatives  of  the 
President,  and  a  historical  review  of  the  duties  of  the  supreme 
executive  officer  in  ancient  and  modem  republics.  All  these 
essays  belong — to  characterize  them  in  one  word — ^to  the  po- 
litical school  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  and  show,  in  a  great 
measure,  Steuben's  learning  and  sound  judgment  in  politioil 
matters. 

When,  before  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution,  in 
a  circle  of  his  friends,  the  question  of  the  form  of  government 
was  discussed,  and  it  was  not  yet  decided  whether  the  PrcM- 
dent  was  to  be  vested  only  with  the  authority  of  the  highest 
civil  officer,  or  with  the  more  princely  privileges  of  the  Dutch 
Stadtholder,  one  of  the  party,  addressing  himself  to  Steuben, 
asked  whether  Prince  Henry,  of  Prussia,  would  be  willing  to 
accept  an  invitation,  and  whether  he  would  make  a  good  Pres- 
ident ?  Steuben  answered,  "  As  far  as  I  know  the  prince  he 
would  never  think  of  crossing  the  ocean  to  be  your  master.  I 
wrote  to  him  a  good  while  ago  what  kind  of  fellows  you  are; 
he  would  not  have  the  patience  to  stay  three  days  among 
you." 

When  Mr.  Jay,  then  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States, 
in  1792,  was  nominated  for  governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  by  the  Federal  Republicans  in  opposition  to  Governor 
George  Clinton,  Steuben  attended  the  public  meeting  called 
to  recommend  Mr.  Jay  to  the  suftVages  of  the  i>eople.  He 
was  complimented  by  placing  his  name  first  on  the  list  of 
those  who  signed  the  address  on  that  occasion,  which  was 
published  the  next  day.  Chancellor  Livingston  had  pre- 
viously joined  the  anti-Federalists,  and  of  course  was  ready  to 
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employ  his  splendid  talents  and  the  great  influence  of  his 
fiunily  in  sapport  of  Governor  Clinton.  Jle  published  an 
answer  to  the  address,  alluding  to  the  signei-s  as  mere  inter- 
ested partisans,  and  to  Steuben  as  a  '^  pensioner"  of  the 
general  government,  in  a  manner  not  very  agreeable  nor 
suitable  to  his  position  and  character.  Steuben  sent  imme- 
diately to  General  Armstrong,  with  whom  he  was  connected 
by  the  ties  of  mutual  esteem  and  fnendship,  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  who  the  general  thought  was  the  author.  The 
latter  said  at  once  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  his  being  the 
chancellor.  "  Then,  my  friend,  I  rely  on  you  for  an  answer." 
Armstrong  readily  assented.  The  next  day  "  Timothy  Tick- 
ler's" first  letter  was  published,  assuming  the  chancellor  to  be 
the  author,  and  addressed  to  him  by  his  official  title.  The 
chancellor  then,  under  his  signature  of  "  Aristides,"  published 
a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Jay,  as  Chief  Justice,  etc.,  assuming 
him  to  be  the  author  of  Tickler's  letter.  Mr.  Jay  forthwith, 
in  the  calm,  judicious  and  dignified  manner  by  which  all  the 
acts,  public  and  private,  of  that  able,  wise,  and  virtuous 
patriot  were  distinguished,  conclusively  disclaimed  the  impu- 
tation.* 

At  the  inauguration  of  Washington,  on  the  30th  of  April, 
1780,  Steuben  was  conspicuous  in  the  group  on  the  platform 
when  Washington  took  the  oath  of  his  office.  A  few  days 
after  he  attended  a  ball  which  was  given  at  the  City  Assembly 
Rooms  in  honor  of  this  event,  and  on  the  4th  of  July  Steuben 
waited  on  the  President  to  pay  him  his  respects  in  the  name 
of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  delivered  a  complimentary 
addrcss.f 

On  the  13th  of  April,  1787,  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York  appointed  Steuben  one  of  the  regents  of  the 
State  University.  The  regents,  numbering  twenty-two,  "are 
authorized  and  required  to  visit  and  inspect  all  the  colleges 

*  Communicatod  by  John  W.  Mulligan,  Esq. 
t  Ruftia  W.  Griflsrold,  the  Republican  Court,  pp.  140,  164,  177. 
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snd  soademies  in  tho  Stale,  examine  into  the  ooiidition  ana 
BTStom  of  eiHacutioti  nod  discipliac  tlierein,  and  make  m 
annual  report  of  the  stnte  of  the  Bwne  to  the  Legislature."* 

During  the  whole  j-L'ar  1799,  when  hia  prospect  of  getUog 
his  clnims  settled  was  very  bnii,  and  when,  during  a  political 
interregnum,  hia  futiii'e  was  cnticely  nnccrtain,  Steuben  was 
occupied  with  a  plan  which,  it' carried  out,  woald  have  cxert«d 
ft  dcciiiive  intlucnoe  on  tho  political  formation  of  this  continent, 
and,  by  its  eonseqiienccs,  greatly  accelerated  the  westward 
movement  ami  expansion  of  the  United  Slates,  lie  proposed 
to  plant  a  colony  within  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
on  the  Mississippi,  partly  agncultura],  partly  military,  in  order 
to  secure  the  King  of  Spain  against  any  invasion  of  hia  neigh- 
bors, iiTid  to  grant  to  tho  American  settlers  on  tho  vrestern 
Alleghnnies  a  free  outlet  for  their  produce. 

Tho  plan  of  this  interesting  project  reads  as  follows; 
*'  iBt.  Baron  Steuben  engages  to  plant  a  colony  of  £inn' 
erg  and  artificers,  not  exceeding  in  number  four  thousand 
two  hundred  persons,  within  the  Spanish  province  of  Loni»- 
isna. 

"  2d.  For  this  purpose  a  concession  of  two  hundred  thon- 
iand  acres  of  land,  in  such  place  as,  in  military  view  and 
relation  to  the  principles  of  the  project,  may  be  hereafter 
agreed  upon,  is  made  to  tho  siud  Baron  Steuben  and  his  asso- 
ciates. 

"  8d.  As  a  further  encouragement  the  Spanish  government 
allows  to  each  person,  a  iarmer  or  artificer,  brought  to  locste 
himself  in  good  &itb  within  the  said  tract,  the  sum  of  on« 
hundred  Spanish  dollars  as  a  bounty. 

"  4th,  Baron  Steuben  and  his  associates  will,  to  every  such 
settler,  make  conveyance  in  fee  of  two  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  of  good  and  arable  land  within  the  concession  aforesaid, 
free  of  all  expense  save  such  as  may  arise  npon  the  writiog  of 
the  deed. 

■  Lawi  of  Xew  York,  Jones  and  Varick'i  edilion.  iL,  143. 
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^6th.  The  settlers  within  the  said  tract  will  be  drawn  trom 
the  United  States,  or  other  foreign  countries,  and  no  person 
now  a  Spanish  subject  will  be  taken  from  his  present  settle 
ment  to  make  a  part  of  this. 

"  6th.  On  the  part  of  government  it  will  be  agreed  that 
the  inhabitants  of  this  tract  be  allowed  to  possess  and  exer 
else  such  mode  of  religious  worship  as  they  may  think  proper, 
and  that  no  penalty,  forfeiture,  disqiialitication,  etc.,  be  incurred 
by  any  differences  in  faith  or  practice  from  those  established 
within  his  Catholic  Majesty's  dominions. 

"  7th.  The  laws  of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  tenure, 
transfer  or  descent  of  property  will  be  granted  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  tract,  and  they  will  bo  allowed  to  institute 
snch  process,  office  and  courts  touching  these  subjects  as  may 
be  proper  and  necessary ;  provided  only,  that  this  will  be  done 
at  their  own  expense  and  without  charge  to  government ;  and 
provided  further,  that  in  all  cases  when  the  parties  in  suit  on 
these  subjects  signify  their  consent  and  desire  to  have  decision 
according  to  the  Spanish  laws,  it  be  granted  to  them. 

"  8th.  In  all  other  respects  the  said  inhabitants  will  be  eu- 
tirely,  and  without  qualification,  subject  to  the  Spanish  laws 
and  usages. 

"This  part  of  the  colony  will  be  formed  into  a  militia  and 
liable  to  military  service  within  the  province  when  any  exi- 
gency of  government  may  require  it. 

"  9th.  In  addition  to  this  colony  the  baron  will  engage  to 
raise  a  corps  of  eight  hundred  men  to  be  formed  into  four  bat- 
talions, three  of  musketry,  and  one  of  riflemen.  This  corps 
will  in  all  respects  be  subject  to  the  discipline  and  service  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty's  troops,  save  only  that  in  questions  of 
property  and  religion,  the  privileges  granted  to  the  other  part 
of  the  colony  be  extended  to  this  also. 

"  lOth.  The  power  of  nominating  all  oflScers  of  the  regular 
corps  will  be  exclusively  with  the  general  thereof,  and  when 


r 


MFB     OF     8TZUBEN. 

approved  by  tbe  kinfr,  commissloDS  will  bo  ieaned  to  thsm  oc- 
oordiDgly,  and  vacancies  supplied  in  tbe  same  manner. 

"  1 1  tb.  Tbe  same  bounty  will  be  giveD  to  soldiers  aa  to  tlu) 
farmera  and  artificcra. 

"  12tb,  Snuli  colonists  and  recruits  aa  may  be  DOgageJ  iii 
Germany,  vJlt  be  paid  and  provided  at  the  king's  cxpensi', 
from  tbe  day  of  their  enlistments  or  engagemcnta  i-espectively, 
and  for  tbe  pnrposc  of  safe  and  easy  transportation,  it  will  be 
agreed  between  tbe  courts  of  Madrid  and  Yerstullea,  tbat  they 
be  allowed  a  free  and  iiumolested  passage  from  St,  Esprit  in 
France  to  Cartbagena  in  Spain,  wliei'e  tbey  arc  to  be  embarked 
in  royal  vessels  for  New  Orleaus  ia  Louisiana," 

Steuben  presented  this  plan  to  Don  Diego  Guui-daqui,  theo 
Spanish  minister  in  Pbiladelpbia,  wbo  dispatched  it  to  Madrid ; 
but  it  docs  not  appear  that  tbe  court  entered  into  auy  nego- 
tiation about  it.  Its  rejection  is  too  natural  when  we  consider 
the  absolute  form  of  government  in  Spain.  It  could  not  siut 
them,  that  one  of  its  colonies  should  be  more  free  than  the 
rest,  and  if  not  the  thorough  appreciation  of  the  case,  at  least 
the  instinct  of  self-preservation  taught  the  Spanish  ministry, 
that  admitting  American  laws  even  on  a  small  scale,  would 
by  and  by  have  opened  and  subjected  the  entire  colony  to  the 
American  pioueers,  as  has  been  subsequently  showu  in  tbe  in- 
stance of  Texas. 

It  is,  nevertheless,  interesting  to  esanuQe  the  motives  of 
Steuben's  plan.  Tbey  show  us  tbe  statesman  and  soldier  who 
anticipates  the  future  and  tries  to  found  a  building  on  mate- 
rials loose  in  themselves,  but  grand  in  the  hands  of  a  political 
talent,  the  esecution  of  which  was  only  delayed  and  reserved 
to  the  succeeding  generation.  It  is  at  the  same  time  gratify- 
ing to  observe  that  Steuben  understood  perfectly  well  the 
secret  of  tbe  growth  of  this  rising  American  empire  in  the  self- 
government  of  the  commonwealth  ;  a  principle  more  antagon- 
istic to  the  prerogatives  of  the  Spanish  autocrat  could  not  be 
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Ab  in  the  following  year  Steabcn^s  prospects  cleared  up 
and  the  ^vorable  settlement  of  his  claims  became  certain,  ho 
gavenp  the  idea  of  removing  to  the  fer  West,  and  devoted  his 
whole  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  his  own  lands  in  Oneida 
coanty. 


CHAPTER    XXVIII. 
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CONGRESS  having  pcosscd,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1790,  the 
annuity  of  Steuben,  we  find  him,  as  early  as  the  10th,  on 
the  way  to  his  farm.  The  tnp  which  is  now  made  in  about 
twelve  hours  from  New  York,  then  required  as  many  days. 
Steuben  stopped  at  North's  in  Duanesburg,  dined  with  Philip 
Schuyler  or  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  in  Albany,  and  did  not 
pass  an  old  comrade's  door.  John  Post,  an  old  German  from 
Schenectady,  w^as  at  thsit  time  the  only  merchant  in  what  is 
now  called  XJtica.  Steuben  knew  him  from  the  war,  and  made 
his  house  his  last  resting  place  when  he  journeyed  from  New 
York  for  his  home. 

Before  1790  he  had  only  been  once  or  twice  on  his  farm ; 
now  he  regularly  spent  some  summer  months  there.     The 
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township*  in  which  it  was  situated,  is  in  an  elovatod  position, 
and  its  soil  better  adapted  to  grazing  than  the  raising  of  grain. 
A  high  ridge  of  land  runs  east  and  west  through  it.  Steuben 
bill  and  Star  hill  are  the  most  elevated  points  in  this  ridge,  the 
highest  land  in  the  county.  Their  altitude  is  so  great  that 
Indian  com  entirely  fails  to  mature  there.  The  visitor  is  at 
once  impressed  with  the  vastness  of  the  landscape.  No  land 
within  many  miles  is  as  high  as  where  he  stands.  Westerly 
and  north-westerly  the  view  is  almost  unbounded.  A  large 
section  of  the  Oneida  lake  is  to  be  seen,  and  a  person  well 
acquainted  in  central  New  York,  in  viewing  the  location  of 
different  highlands,  soon  becomes  satisfied  that  portions  of 
seven  different  counties  are  distinctly  seen.  In  general  the 
surface  of  the  township  may  be  termed  stony.  Boulders  of 
every  size  and  shape,  some  of  which  are  of  immense  propor- 
tions, thickly  dot  the  fields. 

Steuben  kept  a  regular  journal  during  his  sojourns  on  his 
fium,  in  which  all  his  entries  are  made  with  the  same  regu- 
larity as  his  official  reports  while  in  active  service.  Tlius  we 
find  in  hw  diary  that,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1790,  he  gave  a 
dinner  and  festivity  to  all  the  men  on  his  land  and  in  the 
neighborhood.  Tlius  we  follow  him  through  his  apprentice- 
ship as  a  farmer ;  we  see  his  arrangements,  his  hopes  and  dis- 
appohitmcnts,  his  contracts  for  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  his 
discontent  with  his  superintendent,  Samuel  Sizer,  his  sales  to 
settlers,  and  his  dlspositioril  for  the  next  year.  Whenever  he 
found  a  worthy  revolutionary  soldier  he  made  him  a  present 
of  a  lot,  forty  to  a  hundred  acres  in  extent.  In  the  autumn, 
he  regularly  returned  to  New  York,  to  spend  the  winter  there 
among  his  old  acquaintances.  Although  ho  had  no  family,  he 
lived  happy  and  satisfied  with  some  of  his  old  companions  in 
arms,  his  rural  neighbors,  and  such  friends  as  might  tend  to 
enliven  his  retired  home. 

In  1791  Steuben  made  the  acquaintance  of  John  W.  Mulli- 
*  P.  Jono!».     AnnaLs  of  Oneida  county,  Rome,  1851. 
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gan,  a  young  and  promising  man,  whose  &ther  had  been  aa 
active  Whig  in  New  York  during  the  Reyolntion.  Mr.  Mulli- 
gan, after  having  finidied  his  studies  in  Columbia  College,  be- 
came Steuben's  secretary,  and  served  him  with  a  fidelity  and 
love  which  won  him  the  friendship  and  confidence  of  hu  pro- 
tector. Steuben  concentrated  all  the  tenderness  of  his  heart 
on  his  friends,  as  he  had  no  &mily  relations,  and  there  are  few 
examples  to  be  found  in  which  the  feeling  of  kindness  and  good 
fellowship  were  so  sincerely  reciprocated  as  between  Stenbea 
and  his  friends. 

Ho  did  not  like  his  relatives  in  Europe.  In  November, 
1786,  his  two  nephews,  sons  of  his  only  sister,  the  Barons  De 
Canitz,  visited  him,  but  their  conduct  was  so  bad,  their  morab 
were  so  low,  that  he  sent  thcni  back  in  disgust  after  a  year. 
They  bad  no  education  at  all ;  one  of  them  had  been  a  lieu- 
tenant in  a  Prussian  infantry  regiment,  and  the  other  ensign ; 
but  the  oldest  soon  resigned  on  account  of  a  low  marriage,  and 
the  other  deserted.  Wo  do  not  find  any  trace  of  a  single  let- 
ter to  his  relatives  in  Europe ;  but  we  find  a  great  many 
applications,  on  their  part,  for  money  and  assistance.  These 
repeated  tribulations  annoyed  Steuben  so  much,  that  he  gave 
up  all  intercourse  with  his  family,  and  left  them  no  part  of  his 
fortune  in  his  will. 

In  a  letter  written  on  the  27th  of  July,  1790,  in  regard  to 
his  oldest  nephew,  he  says  on  this  subject  :*  '^  I  am  a  sel^ 
made  man  ;  my  personal  positioif  is  the  work  of  my  own 
hands ;  but  I  never  forgot  to  help  and  afford  relief  to  my 
poorer  relatives  whenever  I  could.  They,  however,  took  me 
for  a  richer  man  than  I  am.  The  reputation  of  my  having  ac- 
quired immense  possessions  and  a  large  fortune  spread  to  the 
extreme  ends  of  Germany,  therefore  I  could  not  satisfy  all 
demands  on  the  part  of  my  family.  The  little  I  could  do  was 
partially  compared  with  what  I  could  not  do  for  them,  and 
rather  put  to  my  debit  than  to  my  credit.     They  conad^ 

*  Stoubcn  MS.  Papers,  Spregue. 
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0red  themselves  entitled  to  get  all  and  every  thing  from  me, 
while  I  expected  nothing  from  them." 

In  the  £illof  1703,  after  the  return  from  bis  farm,  Steuben, 
apprehending  that  the  ill  feeling  between  the  United  States 
and  England  would  lead  to  a  war,  made  a  survey  of  the  neigh- 
borhood of  New  York,  and,  accompanied  by  his  old  sub- 
inspector,  Nicholas  Fish,  examined  the  ground  between  Hell- 
Crate  and  the  Narrows,  looking  out  for  the  best  places  to  erect 
forts.  He  handed  the  plan,  with  a  memoir,  to  the  corporation 
of  New  York,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  gratitude  to  the 
city.  In  1807  this  plan  was  reproduced  and  used  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  was  intended. 

Mulligan,  on  the  Ist  of  August,  1807,  wrote  from  New 
York  the  following  interesting  letter  in  regard  to  it  to 
Walker  :* 

"In  the  present  state  of  our  political  affairs,  the  subject  of 
fortifications  to  defend  this  city  naturally  excites  considerable 
attention  and  anxiety.  Various  plans  are  devised  and  pro- 
posed, but  that  which  includes  the  defense  of  the  Narrows 
seems  to  have  most  advocates.  One  has  been  published  which 
I  believe  to  be  an  entire  plagiarism  from  one  framed  by  our 
excellent  friend,  my  benefactor.  Baron  Steuben.  In  the  year 
1793,  as  I  believe  you  are  informed,  he  devoted  one  or  two 
days  to  an  actual  survey  at  the  Narrows,  and  formed  a  plan 
which,  with  a  memoir,  he  presented  to  the  corporation.  After 
particular  search  it  is  not  to  be  found.  I  hope  that  he  may 
have  left  a  copy  among  his  plans  and  papers  in  your  possession. 
The  object  of  my  present  application  is  that  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  search,  and  if  you  find  either  the  plan  or  memoir, 
to  send  them  on,  as  far  as  your  search  may  be  successful,  as 
soon  as  you  possibly  can,  to  me,  by  some  safe  hand.  Being  a 
member  of  the  board,  I  wish  to  procure  it,  as  we  are  at  present 
on  the  look  out  for  apian  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  wishes 
of  the  citizens,  to  erect  fortifications,  without  delay,  at  the 

♦  Stcubon  MS.  Papora^  XJtica. 
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Narrows,  relying  on  goTemment  for  fataro  reiinbiin8ai«it% 
as  their  commissioners  have  not  thought  it  proper,  or,  ratheci 
within  the  scope  of  their  instructions,  to  expend  at  preaeataoy 
money  to  fortify  that  point.  Many  indaoements  make  ma 
anxious  to  have  this  plan,  and,  notwithstanding  the  importanoe 
of  the  object  it  was  intended  to  effect,  I  confess  one  of  my 
leading  motives  is  to  prevent  any  person  from  bearing  the 
credit  of  what  is  due  to  our  friend.'' 

But  to  return  to  Steuben.  By  his  plan  he  had  touched  a 
subject  which  very  soon  assumed  practical  importance,  since, 
in  consequence  of  sundry  violations  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of 
1788,  the  outbreak  of  a  war  between  the  United  States  and 
England  was  thought  to  be  inevitable. 

The  Legislature  of  Now  York,  by  a  law  of  the  26th  of 
March,  1794,  ordered  that  fortilications  should  bo  repaired  or 
erected,  at  or  near  the  city  and  port  of  New  York,  sufficient 
to  put  the  said  city  and  port  in  a  proper  state  of  defense.  It 
appointed  at  the  same  time,  and  by  the  same  law,  seven  gentle- 
men, viz.,  Frederick  William  Dc  Steuben,  Peter  Ganscvoort, 
jr.,  William  North,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  John  Taylor, 
John  Vomer,  and  Daniel  Hale,  as  commissioners  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  erecting  such  fortifications,  building  and  equipping 
one  or  more  floating  batteries,  or  other  vessels  of  force  as  to 
them  should  appear  necessary  to  the  security  of  the  western 
and  noilhern  frontiers  of  this  State. 

As  the  treaty  which  Johu  Jay  concluded  with  England 
prevented  a  war,  this  law  became  a  dead  letter.  There  pre- 
vailed, however,  a  general  excitement  in  the  spring  of  1794, 
and  so  enthusiastic  was  the  public  spirit  in  the  anticipation  of 
war  with  England,  that  the  citizens  of  New  York,  almost  as  a 
body,  volunteered  to  assist  in  the  erection  of  fortifications  in 
the  neighborhood  of  their  city.  The  German  Society,  for  in- 
stance, over  which  Steuben  presided,  passed,  on  the  21st  of 
May,  1794,  a  resolution  that  all  its  members,  and  all  the  Ger- 
man inhabitants  of  New  York  in  general,  if  it  were  dcdred, 
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shonld  W6rk  for  a  day  at  the  forts  which  had  just  been  com- 
menced on  Governor's  Island.  They  assembled,  accordingly, 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  June,  1794,  at  the  Luther- 
an school-house  in  Nassau  street,  and,  led  by  their  president, 
proceeded,  with  flying  colors  and  music,  through  Broadway, 
down  Whitehall,  to  Governor's  Island,  where  the  mayor  of 
the  city  alloted  to  them  their  places,  and  where  thoy  worked 
nntil  sunset. 

A  few  days  after  Steuben  left  the  city  for  his  estate  in 
Oneida  county,  and  remained  at  Albany  to  attend  the  first 
meeting  of  the  commissioners.  Ue  was  appointed  ]>resident, 
and  John  W.  Mulligan  was  chosen  secretary.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  at  Steuben  he  proceeded  on  his  tour  to  explore  the 
western  territory  as  far  as  Fort  Oswego,  including  Fort  Stan- 
wix,  and  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  summer  in  fulfilling  his 
duty. 

Steuben,  North,  and  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  passed  down 
Wood  creek  from  old  Fort  Stanwix,  crossed  the  Oneida  lake 
up  Seneca  river,  thence  into  Onondaga  lake  to  Salt  Point. 
There  were  several  hundred  Indians  assembled  in  council, 
some  fnendly,  and  others  manifested  a  hostile  spirit  toward 
the  United  States.  The  commissioners  stationed  a  strong 
guard  around  the  house  in  which  they  held  their  consultations, 
and  after  they  had  concluded  them  they  obtained  information 
that  the  hostile  Canadian  Indians  had  assembled  in  great  num- 
bers at  the  mouth  of  Oswego  river  for  the  purpose  of  making 
Steuben  a  prisoner  and  carrying  him  to  Fort  Oswego,  then 
held  by  the  British.  Steuben,  aware  of  tliis  ambuscade,  went 
by  land  to  Fort  Stanwix.  When  the  boat  containing  L.  Hough, 
the  servant,  and  the  baggage,  entered  Onondaga  lake,  some  two 
or  three  bateaux,  loaded  with  Indians,  armed  and  equipped, 
inquired  of  him  where  Steuben  had  gone.  They  seemed  to 
bo  much  surprised  at  Hough's  answer,  and  surrounded  his 
boat.  Hough  and  his  party  expected  to  have  to  fight,  and 
that  they  would  be  seized  and  carried  to  the  fort.    It  ai> 
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peared,  however,  that  Stenhen  was  the  only  object  of  Aflb 

aearch,  and  they  Buffered  them  to  pass. 

It  was  the  Jaat  servioo  he  rendered  to  hie  adopted  oonntiy. 

He  did  not  reach  his  &rm  until  the  end  of  Aagast  The 
idea  of  cultivating  his  lands,  of  which  about  sixty  aorea  were 
then  cleared,  and  of  erecting  a  fine  mansion  on  it,  had  been  a 
favorite  plan  of  Steuben  since  he  began  to  enjoy  his  annuity, 
and  to  feel  easier  in  his  money  affairs.  At  that  time  some  six- 
teen fiimilies  resided  on  his  patent,  who  had  durable  leases  at 
from  $10  to  $20  for  every  one  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  was 
fond  of  talkmg  about  his  farming  prospects,  about  the  artii- 
cial  lake,  which  he  proposed  to  make  by  using  the  water  of 
two  fine  brooks  that  flowed  through  his  land ;  about  the  fine 
quality  and  situation  of  his  land  and  its  settlement.  On  his 
little  mare  Molly  he  rode  through  the  fields,  watched  the  im- 
provements, and  gave  directions.  In  the  evening  he  saw  his 
friends  and  neighbors,  played  chess  with  his  companions,  read 
newspapers  or  spoke  of  the  politics  of  the  day,  which  just  at 
this  time,  when  the  French  Revolution  had  reached  its  culmi- 
nating point,  and  when  the  revolutionary  armies  fought  victo- 
riously against  Prussia  and  Austria,  were  particularly  inte> 
esting.  Steuben  subscribed  to  the  Lcyden  (Holland)  Gazette, 
a  weekly  newspaper  which,  at  that  period,  held  the  rank  of 
the  present  Galignani's  Messenger,  and  gave  the  best  and 
quickest  information  about  the  events  of  the  day.  He  fol- 
lowed with  special  attention  the  movements  of  the  contend- 
ing annies  and  the  military  operations  in  general ;  but  it  often 
occurred  to  him  that,  taking  the  standard  of  his  American  mi- 
litia, he  underrated  the  popular  strength  and  overrated  the 
power  of  the  allies,  "whoni  he  knew  only  from  the  Seven  YejirB* 
War,  when  their  armies  were  led  by  great  commanders  and 
anhnat^'d  with  energy  and  enthusiasm.  Tlias,  in  1792,  he 
could  not  understand,  and  was  shocked  at  the  retreat  of  the 
Prussians  through  Champagne.  "  It  is  impossible,"  said  he^ 
when  he  first  heard  the  news ;  '^  I  never  saw  the  Prussian  eagles 
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^ve  wny ;  it  is  a  lie  on  the  part  of  the  French ;"  and  wlien 
afterward  the  intelligence  was  confirmed,  he  persisted  in  his 
belief  that  a  diplomatic  intrigue  was  at  tlio  bottom  of  the  Prus- 
fliaD  backward  movement.  ^^  I  must  ask  Prince  Henry,"  said 
he,  *'  about  the  secret  reasons  of  this  strange  conduct." 

During  the  fine  season  he  had  many  visitors,  travelers  from 
Europe  and  others,  to  whom  he  tendered  the  hospitalities  of 
his  house. 

The  French  Revolution  was  of  course  the  most  prominent 
anbject  of  their  conversation.  Once  when  the  abolition  of 
all  titles  of  nobility  in  France  was  mentioned  by  one  of  the 
company,  and  when  Steuben  was  asked  to  give  up  his  title, 
and  call  himself  citizen  Steuben,  he  re})lie(l,  jokingly,  that 
even  were  he  to  do  so,  the  title  would  never  die,  as  all  the 
children  who  had  been  or  would  be  christened,  "  Baron  Stcu- 
1>en,"  would  perpetuate  it.  Old  companions  in  arms  used  to 
call  on  him,  and  his  neighbors  came  frequently  to  s])cnd  the 
evenings  with  him,  or  be  went  to  see  them.  "  Ah  !"  said  an 
old  man,  who  had  been  a  captain,  and  afterwards  kept  a  public 
house  near  Utica,  "  how  glad  I  am  to  see  you,  baron,  in  my 
house ;  but  I  used  to  be  dreadfully  afraid  of  you !"  "  How  so, 
captain?"  "You  hnllooed  and  swore,  and  looked  so  dread- 
fully at  me  once,  baron,  that  I  shall  never  forget  it.  When  I 
saw  you  so  strict  to  the  ofiicers  on  my  right,  I  felt  very  queer ; 
and  when  you  came  up  to  me,  baron,  I  hardly  knew  what  to 
do,  and  I  quaked  in  my  shoes."  "  O  fi  donc^  captain  I"  "  It 
was  bad,  to  be  sure,"  sjiid  he ;  "  but  you  did  halloo  most  tre- 
mendously !"  Notwithstanding  the  bodily  fear  the  captain 
bad  been  put  in,  his  look  and  actions  showed  that  there  was 
not  a  man  on  earth  whom  he  would  have  been  more  rejoiced 
to  see  at  his  table. 

In  the  conversations  he  had  with  his  friends  about  military 
matters,  Steuben  once  criticised  the  genius  of  the  people  of 
the  difierent  States  for  warfare,  saying,  "  Of  all  the  Amer- 
icans the  Yankees  are,  in  my  opinion,  the  best  soldiers ;  they 
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are  the  most  intelligent,  and  in  some  respeotSy  the  best  troopi 
in  the  world.  Bat  they  always  want  to  know  the  reaaooi  ibr 
the  orders  given  them  by  their  snperiorB,  and  are  too  fond  of 
improving  upon  the  plans  of  the  latter.'* 

Of  his  neighbors,  Mappa  was  one  of  his  favorite  gnesti. 
He  was  a  Dntchman,  and  president  of  the  Holland  Genesee 
Land  Company.  He  had  left  Holland  in  consequence  of  the 
late  movements  agidnst  the  Stadtholder,  and  being  a  repnh- 
Hcan  in  feeling  and  sentiments,  after  the  defeat  of  the  rqniUi- 
oan  party,  sought  a  refuge  in  the  United  States,  to  which^  he 
did  great  service  by  introducing  a  great  many  industrious  and 
sober  Dutch  and  German  emigrants  upon  the  lands  of  ths 
Holland  Company.  Steuben  liked  him  very  much,  and  they 
met  as  often  as  their  business  would  permit. 

An  old  seaman,  of  the  name  of  Simeon  Woodruff,  who  had 
circumnavigated  the  world  with  Captain  Cook,  had  bought  a 
piece  of  land  from  Steuben.  On  a  certain  occasion,  while  on  one 
of  his  annual  winter  visits  to  the  city  of  New  York,  some  of  his 
friends  rather  jeered  him  for  attempting  to  settle  the  mount- 
ains up  at  the  head  of  the  Mohawk.  Steuben  was  a  little  net- 
tled, and  at  once  retorted,  '^  that  it  was  the  best  land  in  the 
world,  and  he  could  prove  it."  The  proof  was  challenged, 
and  it  was  at  once  given  as  follows :  "  Why,  there  is  Captain 
Simeon  Woodruff,  who  has  sailed  around  the  globe  with  Cap- 
tain Cook ;  and  he  has  bought  a  farm  on  my  patent  and  set- 
tled on  it,  and  sure,  if  in  all  his  voyages  a  better  location  had 
been  found,  he  would  not  have  done  so."  The  argument  was 
deemed  conclusive.* 

Thus  the  summer  and  fall  passed  in  agreeable  and  social 
intercourse.  When  the  evenings  became  longer,  Steuben  em- 
ployed them  in  conversing  with  his  young  friend  Mulligan,  in 
playing  chess,  or  in  having  Gibbon's  Roman  History,  or  Vol- 
taire, or  some  of  his  French  historical  or  literary  works  read 
aloud.     But  as  winter  set  in  very  early  that  year — as  early 

*  P.  Jones'  AnnalB  of  Oneida  county,  p.  44b. 
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November,  a  deep  snow  fell — Steuben  made  all  the  necessary 
preparations  to  return  to  New  York. 

He  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  health  and  the  best 
humor  when,  on  the  25th  of  November,  after  passing  his  even- 
ing as  usual,  he  retired  at  about  eleven  o'clock.  Ezce})t  Mul- 
ligan and  his  two  servants,  he  was  alone.  Colonel  North  had 
left  the  farm,  a  few  weeks  previous,  for  Duanesburg.  Mulligan 
slept  in  the  adjoining  house.  This  was  built  on  the  top  of  the 
bill,  north  of  the  sixty  acres,  which  Steuben  had  selected  for  the 
mte  of  the  building  which  he  intended  to  erect  as  his  country 
mansion.  It  consisted  of  two  aj^artinents,  a  kitchen  and  an 
adjoining  bed-room  ;  and  above  was  a  garret  occupied  by  the 
servants.  During  the  summer  of  1794,  however,  at  the  east 
end  of  the  log  house  he  had  built  a  small  frame  house,  consist- 
ing of  a  sitting-room  and  bed-room  adjoining ;  there  was  no 
access  from  the  other  but  by  going  out  of  doors.  Steuben  slept 
in  the  new  house,  while  his  companion  had  his  bed-room  in  the 
adjoining  log  house.  Early  in  the  morning  of  November  20th, 
at  about  tour  o'clock,  William,  Steuben's  German  sen'ant,  woke 
Mulligan,  and  told  him  that  the  baron  was  paralyzed  and  dy- 
ing. Mullii^an  at  once  ran  through  the  snow  to  his  room,  and 
found  him  in  agony.  Steuben  api)eared  to  have  suilered  much, 
and  could  only  articulate  a  few  words,  "  Do  if  t  be  alarmed, 
my  son,"  which  were  his  hvst.  Mulligan  sent  for  Steuben's 
overseer,  who  lived  half  a  mile  oft'.  When  he  came.  Mulligan 
sent  him  immediately  ibr  a  physician.  The  nearest  doctor 
was  at  Whitestown,  eighteen  miles  distant  from  Steuben's 
farm.  Mulligan  directed  the  overseer  at  the  same  time  to 
call  on  his  way  at  Mr.  Mappa's,  at  Boonesville,  who  would  have 
been  of  great  service  in  this  emergency,  as  he  was  a  very  ex- 
perienced man  ;  but  unfortunately  Mappa  was  not  at  home. 
Thence  the  overseer  had  to  go  to  Duanesburg,  in  order  to 
inform  Colonel  North  of  what  had  happened.  Steuben  re- 
mained apparently  sensible  during  the  greater  2)art  of  the  day, 
although  he  was  oflen  in  convulsions.    That  night  he  was  very 
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qoiety  though  the  fits  somotimes  retaraed.  Brerj  poariUe  r^ 
lief  which  his  situation  afforded,  was  procured  to  give  luiii  easSi 
until  the  arrival  of  the  doctor,  on  Thursdaj,  the  27th  of  No- 
vember, at  two  o'clock,  p.  M.  He  adminintered  medicinei 
which  gave  some  relief,  but  it  was  only  temporary.  The 
stroke  was  too  violent ;  the  case  was  hopeless.  Steuben  did 
not  show  any  signs  of  consciousness,  and  died  on  Friday,  the 
28th  of  November,  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock,  p.  m^  without 
any  struggle  or  visible  pain. 

Colonel  North  came  too  late  to  see  his  old  friend  alive. . 
On  account  of  the  long  distance  and  the  bad  condition  of  the 
roads,  he  only  reached  the  farm  the  day  after  Steuben's  death. 
He  approved  of  the  preparations  which  Mulligan  had  made  for 
the  funeral.  Steuben  himself  had  often  expressed,  in  the  cir- 
cle of  bis  fiiends,  that  he  wished  no  parade  over  his  remains, 
and  would  designate  the  retired  spot  where,  wrapped  in  his 
military  cloak,  ho  wished  to  be  buried.  The  only  remark, 
however,  that  could  be  recollected,  that  had  any  bearing  on 
the  subject,  was  that  ho  was  once  heard  to  say  that  under  a 
certain  hemlock,  north  of  his  residence,  would  be  a  good  place 
to  be  buried,  without,  however,  expressing  any  wish  as  to  his 
own  remains.  In  the  absence  of  any  other  expressed  wish, 
that  place  was  selected  by  Koith  and  Mulligan,  and  his  re- 
mains there  interred.  It  was  about  an  eighth  of  a  mile  north 
of  the  house,  on  a  hill  in  the  midst  of  a  wood.  They  had  con- 
siderable diificulty  in  getting  the  grave  dug,  as  the  melting  snow 
penetrated  the  soil  and  the  last  resting  place  of  the  old  soldier. 
Agreeably  to  his  directions,  Steuben  was  buried  about  noon, 
on  the  30th  of  November,  1794.  His  neighbors,  about  thirty 
in  number,  hastened  to  the  farm  to  pay  their  last  respects 
to  their  beloved  old  townsman.  It  was  a  simple  and  modest 
cortege  which,  on  a  shivering,  winter  day,  accompanied  his 
remains  to  the  grave.  No  mourning  parade  or  music  was 
there ;  no  crape-covered  eagles  or  colors  were  to  be  seen ; 
no  cannon  fired  a  military  salute ;  no  word  was  spoken ;  no 
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funeral  oration  delivered.  Some  handfiils  of  earth,  and  the 
tears  of  a  few  manly  and  sincere  friends,  were  the  last  tribute 
paid  to  the  citizen  soldier,  who,  having  contributed  in  no  small 
degree  to  the  attainment  of  American  independence,  now  found 
lasting  repose  in  the  unbroken  stillness  of  her  primeval  for- 
ests. 

What  a  contrast  between  him  and  his  brethren  in  arms, 
who  had  commenced  their  military  life  at  the  same  time,  and 
fought  together  on  the  battle  ficldi  of  Prague  and  Kuners- 
dor^  and,  like  Gaudy  and  others,  had  lisen,  after  the  Seven 
Tears'  War,  to  the  highest  rank  in  the  Prussian  army !  Each 
of  them  commanded  as  many  troops  as  all  the  annies  of  the 
United  States  combined.  The  command  of  each  was  absolute 
as  regards  his  inferiors,  and  at  their  fimcnil  royalty  displayed 
all  its  splendor  and  brilliancy,  nominally  to  do  honor  to  the 
departed  general,  but  in  fact  to  make  a  boastful  manifestation 
of  its  strength  and  jwwer.  With  the  last  salute,  however,  that 
roared  over  their  grave,  they  are  forgotten  ;  the  glory  and 
enjoyment  of  their  deeds  belong  to  the  crown  under  which 
they  served  ;  their  name  is  merely  mentioned  in  the  works  of 
some  local  historians.     Sic  transit  gloria  tntouU  ! 

From  the  foregoing  comparison  between  Steuben  in  the 
new,  and  those  of  the  same  school  of  war  in  the  old  world,  it 
will  be  obvious  that  Steuben  was  more  fortunate  than  they. 
In  spite  of  all  the  hardships  he  had  endured,  of  all  the  diffi- 
colties  he  had  encountered,  of  all  the  ingratitude  he  had  met 
with,  he  had,  nevertheless,  chosen  the  better  part.  By  draw- 
ing his  sword  for  the  liberty  of  a  continent,  he  connected  him- 
self with  one  of  the  greatest  events  of  modern  history.  His 
name  will  never  die  so  long  as  the  memory  of  the  American 
Revolution  lives.  It  will  be  handed  down  to  the  remotest 
ages,  and  how  insignificant  are  all  troubles  and  sorrows,  how 
trifling  all  privations  and  disappointments  in  comparison  with 
the  undying  fame  he  won  in  the  annals  of  the  new  world ! 

The  place  where   Steuben  was  fii*st    buried  was,  in   the 

20 
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beginning  of  the  century,  indaded  in  the  limits  of  a  pdUio 
highway.  Neither  the  State  or  the  nation  moved  in  the 
matter  when  the  remains  of  her  adopted  son  were  thus  dis- 
honored. The  ashes  of  the  man  who,  after  a  stirring  and 
eventful  life,  had  well  deserved  the  rest  of  the  grave,  had  to 
give  way  to  the  wants  of  a  few  &rmers.  There  even  was  no 
sacrifice  required,  no  money  to  be  spent,  if  the  road  had  been 
made  a  little  to  the  right  or  left  of  its  present  direction,  lor 
the  land  is  of  no  great  value  in  that  neighborhood.  But  tiie 
citizens  of  the  county  which  Steuben  had  honored  as  hii 
residence,  scarcely  knew  him;  they  did  not  pay  the  slightest 
regard  to  common  decency,  and  thus  the  petty  interests  of 
the  living  Oirmers  prevailed  over  the  claims  of  the  deceased 
hero  to  a  quiet  resting  place.  The  road  cut  off  about  one- 
third  of  the  grave,  but  no  one  thought  of  removing  the  re- 
mains. As  if  Indians  had  dug  up  the  place,  for  a  while  the 
cofhn  was  exposed  to  storm  and  rain,  and  a  very  credible  eye- 
witness relates  that  it  had  once  been  opened  by  the  neighbors, 
who  could  not  resist  the  temptation  of  getting  a  piece  of 
Steuben's  old  military  cloak.  When  Benjamin  Walker  heard 
of  this  sacrilegious  violation  of  the  sacred  remains  of  his  old 
friend,  he  caused  them  to  bo  removed  to  a  more  suitable  rest- 
ing place.  He  gave  one  of  the  Welsh  Baptist  societies  in  the 
vicinity  a  lease  of  fifty  acres  of  land,  of  which  the  five  acres  of 
wood-land  were  a  pai*t,  the  only  rent  and  consideration  to  be 
paid  for  which  is  the  keeping  said  five  acres  substantially  fenced 
for  ever,  uncleared,  and  no  cattle  or  other  animals  suffered  to  go 
within  its  bounds,  and  the  title  to  be  void  whenever  the  lessees 
shall  fail  in  the  performance  of  these  stipulations.  Up  to  the 
present  time  the  society  has  sacredly  kept  its  trust,  the  forest 
having  the  most  primeval  appearance,  and  the  little  tiny  sap- 
lings, as  well  as  the  largest  beech  and  maple  trees,  show  thai 
th^  woodman's  ax  has  not  penetrated  this  quiet  sp>ot.* 

*  Annals  and  Beoolloctions  of  Onoida  county,  by  P.  JoneSi  1S51,  jk 
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When,  in  1824,  Lafayette  visited  the  United  States,  the 
inhabitants  of  Oneida  county  collected  money  for  erecting  a 
monnment  over  Steuben's  grave.  They  invited  Lafayette  to 
inaagnrate  the  monument,  but  he  refused  to  accede  to  their 
request,  excusing  himself  under  some  shallow  pretext.  The 
good  citizens  of  that  county  knew  very  well  that  Steuben  and 
Lafayette  had  been  brothers  in  arms  in  the  revolutionary 
war,  but  they  did  not  know  that  they  had  not  been  on  good 
terms,  and  therefore  could  not  imagine  that  Lafayette,  even 
thirty  years  after  Steuben's  death,  had  not  yet  forgotten  the 
differences  which  ought  to  have  been  buried  with  Steuben. 
The  simple  grave-stone  was  therefore  laid  without  Lafayette's 
presence. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1857,  we  made  a  pilgrimage  to  the 
old  soldier's  grave.  In  Remscn  we  visited  Steuben's  last  sur- 
viving servant,  Lemuel  Hough,  who  very  minutely  described 
the  way  to  the  place.  The  country  thi-ongh  which  we  passed 
is  mountainous.  Onr  road  led  over  hills,  through  valleys  and 
fine  timber  land,  fresh  with  the  verdure  of  spring.  The 
scenery  was  generally  monotonous  and  entirely  removed  from 
the  bustle  and  tumult  of  the  world.  The  last  rough  house 
which  we  passed  was  a  school-house.  Stout  and  healthy  boys 
oame  out  to  meet  us,  evidently  surprised  at  seeing  strange- 
looking  faces  in  this  wilderness.  The  pretty  young  girl,  how- 
ever, that  kept  the  school,  knew  nothing  of  Steuben's  grave. 
An  old  man  finally  directed  us.  "  In  that  thick  Avood,"  said 
he,  "you  will  find  the  grave,"  pointing  eastward  with  his 
hand.  We  fastened  our  horses,  and  climbing  over  fences, 
jumping  over  ditches,  and  wading  through  underbrush,  we 
finally  reached  the  spot.  There,  on  the  slope  of  a  little  hill, 
at  the  foot  of  which  a  small,  limpid  brook  runs,  the  remains 
of  Steuben  quietly  repose.  A  column  of  stones,  two  or  three 
feet  in  height,  at  each  corner  of  the  grave,  upon  which  form- 
erly  rested  a  table  of  limestone,  compose  his  simple  monu- 
inent.    It  is  now  becoming  more  and  more  dilapidated,  and 
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the  fouDdation  having  given  waj,  nothing  remains  bat  tiio 
tablet  and  a  pile  of  stones,  which  originally  aapported  it 
The  tablet  is  about  eight  feet  by  four,  and  neariy  a  fix>t  in 
thickness,  and  if  kept  in  its  place  will  withstand  the  ravages 
of  centuries,  but  if  not  speedily  repaired  will  fidl  to  pieces 
from  the  influence  of  the  weather.    It  bears  the  inscription: 

IIAJOB    GENERAL 

FREDERICK  WILLIAM  AUGUSTUS 
BARON   DE   STEUBEN. 

It  was  a  good  and  poetical  idea  of  Walker,  to  have  se- 
lected this  quiet  spot  for  the  resting  place  of  his  friend.  The 
tall  beech  trees,  under  whose  shade  he  loved  to  sit  in  the  even- 
ing of  his  life,  extend  their  wide-spread  arms  over  the  grave 
and  keep  watch  over  the  old  hero.  Fragrant  flowers,  with 
double  vigor  rising  from  the  moldcring  vegetation,  form  a 
lovely  wreath  around  the  tomb.  All  dispute  and  trouble,  all 
hatred  and  envy  of  daily  life,  are  shut  out  from  this  hallowed 
spot,  which,  in  its  simplicity  and  seclusion,  presents  a  strong 
contrast  with  the  stirring  and  prominent  career  of  him  whose 
ashes  it  contains. 

Colonel  William  North  caused  a  neat  mural  monument  to 
be  erected  to  Steuben's  memory  upon  the  walls  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Cliurch,  then  under  the  charge  of  John  D. 
Gross,  and  situated  in  Nassau  street,  between  John  street  and 
Maiden  Lane,  in  New  York  city.  When  a  Baptist  society  sub- 
sequently got  ix)ssession  of  that  church,  they  courteously  al- 
lowed the  monument  to  be  taken  down,  and  carried  to  the  new 
church  of  the  Germans  in  Forsyth  street.  There  we  found 
it,  on  the  right  of  the  pulpit,  well  preserved  and  fastened 
into  the  wall.  Lossing  says  that  when  visiting  that  church, 
he  saw  the  monument  in  separate  pieces  lying  amongst  rub- 
bish, in  a  small  lumber  room  of  the  church,  disfigured  and 
mutilated.  On  inquiring  we  were  informed  that  the  monu- 
ment was  kept  in  this  condition  on  account  of  a  lawsuit  which 
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then  was  pending  with  regard  to  the  property  of  the  congi-e- 
gmtion  in  their  churoh.  But  after  that  suit  bad  been  dceided 
in  &vor  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  the  first  care  of  its 
minister,  Mr.  Abraham  Berky,  was  to  put  North's  monument 
in  its  proper  place,  and  it  is  due  to  the  exertions  of  this  gentle- 
man that  the  city  of  New  York  can  boast  of  this  valuable  his- 
torical moniunent.  The  slab,  of  obelisk  form,  and  the  square 
frame,  are  of  blueish,  clouded  marble.  Tiie  lower  urn  has  upon 
it  a  representation  of  the  Order  of  Fidelity.  The  following  is 
the  inscription,  from  the  pen  of  Colonel  North : 

SACRED  TO  TIIE  MEMORY   OF 

FREDERICK  WILLIAM  AUGUSTUS  BAUOX  STEUBEN, 

A  GERMAN;  KXIGIIT  OF  THE  ORDER  OF  HDELITY; 

An>-DE-CAMP  TO  FREDERICK  THE  GREAT,   KING   OF  PRUSSIA; 

MAJOR  GENERAL  A!n)  INSPECTOR  (JEXKRAL 

IN  TUB  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR. 

Esteemed,  rcgpectcKl  and  supported  by  Wushington, 

He  gave  military  skill  and  discipline 

To  the  citizen  soldier.-*,  who, 

Fulfilling  the  decrees  of  Heaven, 

Achieved  the  independence  of  the  United  States. 

The  highly  polished  manners  of  the  baron  were  graced 

By  the  most  noble  feelings  of  the  heart. 

His  liand,  open  as  day  to  melting  cliarity, 

Closed  only  in  the  grasp  of  death. 
41  *  *  *  *  « 

This  memorial  is  inscribed  by  an  American  who  had  the  honor  to  bo  his 
aid-de-camp,  the  happiness  to  be  his  fri(.>nd. 

Obiit,  1795. 

In  December,  1856,  the  St.  Charles  Democrat,  of  IVIissouri, 
a  German  country  pai>er,  published  an  ai)peul  from  iVIr.  The- 
odore Bru6re  to  the  Germans  in  the  United  States,  for  the 
erection  X)f  a  monument  in  honor  of  Steuben.  This  ai)peal 
went  the  round  of  the  Americo-German  press,  and  caused  a 
general  manifestation  of  the  appreciation  in  which  the  Ger- 
mans in  the  United  States  hold  Steuben's  memory.    lu  conse- 
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quenoe  of  that  address  uatumittGes  were  appointed  at  scver^ 
places  to  raise  funds  for  a  moimmoDt.  Concerts  and  tbeatri- 
csl  representations  weru  given  for  the  same  purpose,  and  the 
German  "Turner"  and  militia  companies  especially  seemed 
to  take  a.  great  interest  in  the  ivalization  of  the  plan.  But 
whether  it  was  tliat  the  wealthier  Germans  did  not  partici|jate 
iu  tUe  enthusiasm  of  their  fallow -country  men,  or  that  the  man- 
sgemcnt  was  uut  confided  to  proper  hands,  the  whole  matter 
was  gradually  dropped,  and  although  there  are  some  five  or 
six  thousand  dollars  collected,  there  ia  no  present  appearanec 
that  the  pi'oject  will  ever  be  carried  out.  This  pious  doty, 
however,  whicli  the  Germans  feel  that  they  are  hound  lo 
perform,  is  not  eonlincd  to  tliem  alone.  It  is  an  obligation 
devolving  as  well  on  Americans  as  on  Germ.ins.  Steuben's 
tomb  oogbt  at  all  events  to  be  renovated  and  kept  in  order. 
A  few  hundred  dollars  would  siifflce  to  reconstruct  the  mason 
work,  and  put  an  iron  fence  around  the  grave. 


CHAPTER    XXIX. 

BnirBKr  axd  mis  Aidrs-dr-Camp  axd  SiTB-IxsPErroRS.— Thkie  pbiundlt  Intkb- 
cointSK.— TiiziBNAMn.— BiiMJBAPuicAL  SKrrciiES  AXD  Lbttrbs  or  Peter  S.  Dupox- 
CBAU,  William  Walker,  Joiix  Tkbnant,  Loris  Flki'RV,  AVilliam  North,  Javbb 
Faibuk,  Nicholas  Fisir,  axd  William  S.  Smith. 

IT  would  be  injustice  to  the  meritorious  and  brave  officers 
who  composed  Steuben's  suite,  not  to  dedicate  a  chapter 
to  them,  and  describe,  as  fully  as  possible,  considering  the 
scarcity  of  direct  information,  their  noble  deeds,  and  the  share 
they  took  in  the  ha])j)y  results  which  crowned  their  general's 
effoits.  The  records  of  the  revolutionary  war  are  remarkably 
poor  in  details  about  the  men  who  occupied  secondary  posi- 
tions during  that  eventful  period.  It  appears  that  its  histo- 
rians considered  it  as  a  more  grateful  task  to  write  the  lives 
of  the  most  prominent  actors,  and  that,  therefore,  the  names 
of  the  "  del  nihwrum  gentium'*'^  are  either  forgotten  or  only 
cursorily  mentioned.  Yet,  nevertheless,  we  can  not  duly  ap- 
preciate the  character  of  the  time  and  of  its  leaders,  unless  we 
have  a  knowledge  of  the  strata  of  the  people  and  of  the  agents 
without  whose  active  participation  no  great  movement  can 
successfully  be  carried  through.  The  time,  however,  we  trust, 
is  not  very  distant  when  these  considerations  will  more  gener- 
ally prevail,  and  when  the  present  deficiency  will  be  supplied. 
We  may  safely  say,  that  there  scarcely  existed  a  more  in- 
timate and  friendly  relation  among  officers  than  that  between 
Steuben  and  his  aides-de-camp  and  sub-inspectors.  It  not  only 
comprised  their  duties  in  the  field  and  camp,  but  extended 
to  all  their  intercourse.  Steuben  was  their  friend,  adviser, 
and  father,  in  one  person.     He  devoted  his  leisure  hours  to 
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them,  and  provided  for  all  their  wants,  while  they  did  not 
take  a  stop  in  their  private  affiurs  without  consulting  him. 
From  Philadelphia  he  sent  to  his  fiivorite  aid-de-camp,  B. 
Walker,  linen  and  cloth  to  enable  him  to  visit  Washhigton's 
head-quarters.  To  the  sick  North,  when  he  was  compelled  to 
leave  him  behind  in  Virginia,  he  presented  his  watch  and  his 
last  gold  piece,  and  regretted  that  he  could  do  nothing  else 
for  him.  For  Duponcean  he  bought  a  new  uniform  and  a  few 
pounds  of  tobacco,  as  a  small  token  of  kindly  consideradoo. 
He  had  friendly  nicknames  for  all  of  them,  as,  for  instance, 
"Le  Petit  Walker,  et  sa  grand o  femme,"  "Le  paresseux 
North,"  and  the  *^  Parson  Adams''  (Duponcean),  which  he 
used  when  he  wanted  them  to  be  particularly  active.  When 
absent,  Walker  or  North  was  bound  to  report  to  him  every 
thing  that  had  happened  in  their  small  family,  and  Steuben 
himself  minutely  described,  in  half-broken  English  and  half 
French,  the  adventures  which  he  had  met  with  dunng  his  ab- 
sence. In  case  of  dispute  or  controversy  among  them,  Steuben 
was  the  arbiter,  and  his  sentence  was  strictly  obeyed.  There 
were,  perhaps,  few  men  who  understood  so  well  as  Steuben 
how  to  criticise  and  blame  |K)litely  his  infenoi*s,  and  whose 
orders,  as  flir  as  his  ofiicers  were  concerned,  were  so  promptly 
and  cheerfully  executed.  Had  we  lost  all  information  relating 
to  Steuben's  military  merit,  and  were  all  his  deeds  forgotten, 
tlie  mere  existence  of  lettei*a  from  men  like  Walker,  North, 
Davies,  Floury,  Ternant,  Do  L'Enfant,  Fish,  and  Fairlie,  would 
demonstrate  the  invaluable  worth  of  a  general  who  was  able  to 
raise  such  talented  and  gitled  disciples. 

We  propose  to  sketch  in  this  chapter  the  most  conspicu- 
ous of  his  assistants.  Steuben,  in  one  of  his  papers,  gives  the 
number  of  them  as  twenty-one.  They  were — Majors  De  Ro- 
manai,  De  L'Enfant,  and  Des  Epiniers ;  Captains  Duponcean 
and  De  Pontiere ;  Colonels  Walker  and  Floury ;  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Ternant ;  Captains  Duval  and  Fairlie ;  Major  North  ; 
Colonel  William  S.  Smith ;    Lieutenant  Colonel  N.   Fish ; 
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Colonel  Meade ;  Messrs.  Peyton  Randolph,  and  Moore ;  Ma- 
jors Gkdvan,  Villefranche,  Barber,  and  Popham ;  and,  finally, 
lieatcnant  Colonel  Dc  La  LauyautS.  Some  of  these  officers 
were  only  for  a  short  time  in  Steuben's  suite,  as  for  instance, 
Romanai,  who  accompanied  him  to  America,  and  soon  afler 
bis  arrival  was  employed  in  another  department ;  I)e  Ponti6re, 
who,  after  having  joined  the  army,  entered  Pulaski's  legion  as 
captain  of  horse ;  Des  Epiniers,  a  nephew  of  Beaumarchais 
and  son  of  the  famous  watchmaker,  Lepine,  who  had  changed 
his  name  to  Des  Epiniers,  to  give  it  an  appearance  of  nobility, 
and,  as  soon  as  December,  1778,  asking  leave  of  absence,  never 
reassumed  his  dutibs  on  Steuben's  staff;  or  Messrs.  Peyton  Ran- 
dolph and  Moore,  who,  for  a  short  time,  during  the  Virginia  cam- 
paign, acted  as  voluntary  aids  of  Steuben  ;  and,  finally,  Galvan, 
Villefranche,  and  De  La  Lauyaut^,  who  served  as  engineers 
under  Steuben  in  the  trenches  of  Yorktown.  There  are  only 
abont  a  dozen  left  who  are  deserving  a  peculiar  mention  in 
connection  with  Steuben,  and  we  shall  speak  of  them  accord- 
ing to  the  date  on  which  they  joined  his  personal  staff. 

First  of  all,  we  shall  allude  to  his  first  secretary,  Peter  S. 
DuPOXCEAU.  He  was  born  on  the  3d  of  June,  1760,  at  the 
tow'h  of  St.  Martin,  in  the  island  of  Re,  France.  At  six  years 
bis  fondness  for  languages  began  to  develop  itself.  As  there 
were  some  English  families  in  the  town,  he  learned  English 
rapidly.  At  the  college  of  the  Benedictine  monks  at  St.  John 
D'Angely  he  pursued  his  English  studies,  and  was  nicknamed 
U* Anglais.  Atlcr  the  death  of  his  father,  Duponceau  became 
abbe ;  but,  in  December,  1775,  he  left  his  place,  and,  with  the 
"  Paradise  Lost"  in  one  pocket  and  a  clean  shirt  in  another,  he 
took  his  way  on  foot  to  Paris,  where  he  arrived  with  the  firm 
resolution  to  depend,  from  that  moment,  on  his  own  exertions 
for  his  subsistence.  In  the  circles  of  the  French  aristocracy 
the  Anglamania  then  prevailed.  Duponceau  wrote  an  En- 
glish and  French  vocabulary  relating  to  the  chase  and  racing, 

with  dialogues,  for  the  use  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  (Egalite) ; 

2C* 
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bnt  when  he  modestly  hinted  to  Mr.  De  Oenlis  somethnog 
about  reward,  he  got  the  cool  bat  characteristio  rejdj,  ^LeM 
princes  fie  donnent  rien?^  He,  accordingly,  had  enough  of 
ministers  and  courtiers,  and  turned  to  men  of  letters,  wha« 
his  knowledge  of  the  English  language  was  of  great  use  to 
him.  Among  the  houses  which  he  frequented  at  Paris  was 
that  of  Mr.  De  Beaumarchius.  Here,  in  1777,  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  Steuben,  who  wanted  a  secretary  conversant 
with  the  English  language.  Duponceau  exactly  answered  his 
purpose,  and  consequently  accompanied  him  to  America. 

In  his  letters  which  he  wrote  in  1836  to  Robert  Walsh  and 
to  his  grand-daughter,  he  has  left  a  great  many  interesting  anec- 
dotes about  himself,  and  the  manners,  habits,  and  customs  of 
the  time.  We  insert  a  few  of  them,  trusting  that  the  whole 
valuable  manuscript  will  soon  be  printed. 

Duponceau  was  nt  that  time  a  specimen  of  the  jovial  and 
amiable  young  Frenchman  who  loved  to  frolic  and  laugh  at 
other  men  and  his  own  follies.  Just  before  they  landed  at 
Portsmouth,  on  the  1st  of  December,  1777,  he  made  a  bet  that 
he  would  kiss  the  first  girl  they  met  on  shore.  His  fellow- 
passengers  laughed  at  him,  but  Duponceau  really  did  what  he 
had  promised.  He  told  a  young,  bright  girl,  whom  he  saw 
fii*8t,  that  they  had  come  over. to  light  for  American  liberty, 
and  that  like  an  old  cavalier  he  had  made  a  vow  to  ask  a  kiss 
from  the  lady  he  fii*st  met  on  American  soil,  as  a  blessing  for 
their  undertaking.  The  girl  so  addressed  did  not  refuse  the 
kiss,  and  Duponceau  won  his  bet. 

At  Boston  Steuben's  party  lodged  at  the  house  of  a  Mrs. 
Doane,  the  widow  of  a  British  officer,  a  respectable  lady  with 
two  beautiful  and  amiable  daughters  of  nineteen  and  sixteen 
years  of  age,  vnXh.  the  youngest  of  whom,  Sally,  Duponceau 
fell  in  love.  We  have  seen  his  diary  of  that  time ;  it  is  a  small 
insignificant  book,  but  on  each  page  written  during  that  pe- 
riod we  ineet  the  name  of  Sally,  either  written  in  Gothic,  or  in 
Latin,  or  in  Greek,  or  even  in  Russian  lettei-s.    "  I  can  remem- 
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ber  but  few  epochs  of  my  life,"  says  Duponceau,  "  in  wbich  I 
enjoyed  so  much  happiness  as  I  did  during  the  mouth  that  I 
remained  in  Boston.  I  was  charmed  with  the  simplicity  of 
manners  which  at  that  time  reigned  in  tiiis  country.  I  was 
seventeen  years  of  ago  and  my  mind  was  open  to  all  pleasura- 
ble impressions.  Shall  I  say  that  the  beauty  of  the  fair  sex 
did  not  a  little  contribute  to  it  ?  I  interpreted,  it  is  true,  as 
in  duty  bound,  between  the  baron  and  the  old  lady,  and  trans- 
mitted a  few  compliments  from  him  to  the  young  ladies,  but 
I  left  my  brother  beaux  to  shift  for  themselves.  There  they 
stood  and  sat  like  Indians,  and  could  talk  only  by  signs." 

As  stated  in  chapter  V.,  Duponceau  followed  Steuben 
to  Valley  Forge  and  was  with  him  during  the  whole  of  the 
year  1778 ;  but  it  does  not  seem  that  he  was  very  efficient  in  a 
military  point  of  view.  His  short-sightedness  prevented  him 
from  playing  a  more  active  and  prominent  part  in  the  field. 
"  When  our  army  was  encamped  at  Valley  Forge,"  says  he, 
"the  commander-in-chief  ordered  a  sham  fight  to  be  exe- 
cuted by  two  divisions  of  our  troops,  one  of  which  was  under 
the  command  of  Baron  Steuben.  In  the  capacity  of  his  aid- 
de-camp  I  was  sent  to  reconnoitor,  with  orders  to  return  imme- 
diately at  full  gallop,  as  soon  as  the  enemy  should  be  in  sight. 
I  rode  on  to  the  distance  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  when  I 
was  struck  with  the  sight  of  what  I  was  afterwards  informed  to 
be  some  red  petticoats  hanging  on  a  fence  to  dry,  which  I  took 
for  a  body  of  British  soldiers.  I  had  forgotten,  it  seems,  that 
the  contending  parties  were  all  American?,  and  none  of  them 
clothed  in  scarlet  regimentals.  Full  of  my  hallucination  I  re- 
turned in  haste  to  the  camp,  with  the  news  that  the  enemy 
was  marching  upon  us.  Our  division  took  the  road  I  had 
indicated,  and  the  sight  of  the  red  petticoats  was  all  the  re- 
sult of  their  movement.  It  excited,  of  coui-se,  a  great  deal  of 
merriment  to  my  utter  confusion  and  dismay.  The  adventure 
was  related  the  same  day,  at  head -quarters,  to  General  Wash- 
ington, in  my  presence,  but  such  was  the  conduct  of  that  ex- 


612  LIFX     OF     8TSUBXV. 

celleDt  man  that  I  retired  comforted,  and  mj  mind  reEeved 
from  t)ie  heavy  weight  that  pressed  upon  it." 

Duponceauy  however,  did  very  valuable  service  as  trans- 
lator and  secretary  to  Steuben.  In  this  capacity  he  assisted 
him,  when  in  winter  1778-79  Steuben  prepared  his  system  of 
discipline  for  the  army,  and  so  well  did  he  perform  his  part  in 
the  task  assigned  to  him,  that  Congress  rewarded  him  with  a 
sum  of  $400  in  addition  to  his  pay.  In  spring  1779,  he  went 
with  Steuben  to  West  Point,  where  he  had  to  make  extracts 
from  the  various  returns  about  the  number  of  men,  quantity 
of  provisions,  clothing,  arms,  ammunition,  etc.,  and  to  frame 
from  them  the  general  returns  to  be  laid  before  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. When,  in  winter  1779-80,  Steuben  was  sent 
to  Philadelphia  again  to  urge  Congress  to  adopt  more  ener- 
getic measures  for  the  anny,  Duponccan  accompanie<f  him  as 
secretary,  and  kept  that  position  till  he  fell  sick  and  was  com- 
pelled to  go  into  the  country  for  his  recovery.  But  when  in 
fall  1780,  Steuben  passing  tlirough  Philadelphia,  went  to  the 
southern  army,  Duponccau  asked  his  permission  to  join  his 
staff.  "  Very  well,"  said  he,  at  last,  "  you  shall  follow  me,  and 
I  hope  you  will  either  recover  your  health  or  die  an  honornhle 
death."  Duponceau  shared,  for  more  than  six  months,  all  the 
privations  and  emergencies  of  his  general;  but  in  Juno  1781, 
he  became  again  dangerously  ill,  and  not  being  able  to  l>ear  the 
fatigues  of  the  campaign,  returned  to  Philadelphia.  Steuben 
had  provided  him  with  a  strong  letter  of  introduction  to  Con- 
gress, in  which  he  requested  that  body  to  employ  him  in  some 
civil  capacity,  as  his  health  did  not  permit  him  to  continue  in 
the  military  service.  That  letter  procured  him,  besides  many 
friends  in  and  out  of  Congress,  a  j)lace  as  under  secretary  in 
the  office  of  Foreign  Affairs,  under  Robert  R.  Livingston. 
From  that  time  Duponceau  never  reentered  the  army,  but  he 
always  remained  on  very  intimate  terms  with  Steuben,  and 
acted  as  his  agent  and  reporter  from  the  seat  of  government. 
They  corresponded  occasionally,  and  their  friendship  continued 
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till  the  general's  death.  His  last  letter,  which  we  were  able 
to  find  among  the  Steuben  papers,*  is  dated  from  Philadelphia, 
on  the  2d  of  October,  1782 : 

*'  There  was  never,"  says  he,  "  such  a  scarcity  of  political 
or  other  matters,  as  at  present,  which  must  account  for  my 
having  been  lately  so  bad  a  correspondent.  When  any  thing 
particular  occurs  that  may  be  worth  your  knowledge,  you  may 
be  8ure  that  I  shall  not  fail  to  inform  you  at  once.  I  am  very 
sorry  that  your  things  can  not  be  sent  up  to  you  immediately. 
I  would  have  taken  this  affair  upon  me,  but  not  having  i-e- 
eeived  any  money  from  Congress  these  four  months,  I  am  left 

* 

altogether  penniless.  Deponti^re  tells  me  that  I  have  got  at 
least  money  enough  to  buy  him  a  cue-ribbon,  but  I  can  assure 
him  with  great  truth  that  I  have  not  got  enough  to  buy  one 
for  myself,  though  I  want  one  excessively. 

"There  is  such  a  scarcity  of  news  that  even  the  newspa 
pers  contain  nothing.  The  printers  have  been  obliged  to  write 
against  each  other  to  fill  up  their  gazettes,  which,  you  know,  is 
the  last  finesse  to  which  they  usually  have  recourse.  If  this  will 
not  do,  they  will  be  obliged  to  piint  old  sermons,  or  to  drop 
the  trade  entirely.  No  money  and  no  credit  are  trifles  with 
the  people  of  America ;  but  the  want  of  news  is  the  greatest 
calamity  that  can  befall  them." 

From  the  date  of  this  letter  there  does  not  occur  in  the 
records  of  his  intercourse  with  Steuben  any  thing  worthy  of 
particular  mention.  Soon  after  the  war  of  the  Revolution  had 
terminated,  Duponceau  retired  from  oflUce,  and  became  a  prom- 
inent lawyer  at  Philadelphia.  He  died  there  on  the  1st  of 
April,  1844,  not  quite  eighty-four  years  old,  highly  respected 
and  venerated  for  his  learning,  integrity,  and  warm  attach- 
ment to  his  adopted  country.  lie  was  much  distinguished  as 
a  linguist  and  philologist,  and  wrote  a  very  valuable  disciuisi- 
tion  upon  the  Chinese  language.    He  was  for  a  long  time  pres- 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  ix. 
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ident  of  the  American  Pbilosophical  Sodetj  at  FhiladdpUB, 
and  was  interred  with  public  honors.* 

Benjamin  Wat.kkr,  then  captain  in  the  second  NewTork 
regiment,  was  the  iirst  aid-de-camp  whom  Stenben,  while  at 
Valley  Forge,  on  the  25th  of  April,  1778,  took  into  bis  &m- 
ily.  He  was  an  Englishman  by  birth,  and  had  been  brooglit 
up  for  the  coonting-houso.  ^^  He  had  not  received,"  mys  Do- 
poncean,  '*  a  brilliant,  but  a  solid  education ;  he  was  master 
of  the  French  language,  and  gifted  by  nature  with  a  dear 
head  and  sound  judgment.  He  was  brave,  intelligent,  honest 
and  true.  I  enjoyed  his  friendship  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  beloved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  the 
baron,  particularly,  was  much  attached  to  him.  While  I  am 
speaking  about  this  gentleman,  I  must  relate  an  anecdote, 
which  happened  while  he  was  in  the  family  of  General  Wash- 
ington. He  had  long  been  engaged  to  a  young  Quaker  lady, 
who  resided  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  whom  he  after- 
wards married.  He  once  asked  the  general  to  give  bim  leave 
of  absence  for  a  few  days  to  go  and  see  her.  The  general  told 
him  that  he  could  not  at  that  time  dispense  with  his  services. 
Walker  insisted,  begged,  and  entreated,  but  all  in  vain.  'If 
I  don't  go,'  said  he,  '  she  will  die.'  '  O  no,'  said  Washington, 
*  women  do  not  die  for  such  trifles.'  '  But,  general,  what  shall 
I  do  ?'  *  What  will  you  do  ?  why,  write  to  her  to  add  another 
leaf  to  the  book  of  suflEerings.' 

"Tliis  was  related  to  me  by  Walker  himself.  General 
Washington  had  a  great  deal  of  that  dry  humor  which  he 
knew  how  to  make  use  of  on  proper  occasions." 

We  noticed  in  chapter  VI.  the  occasion  on  which  Walker 
became  attached  to  Steuben's  staff.  Ho  was  afterward  one  of 
his  most  intimate  friends  and  most  effective  cooperators,  with- 
out whose  assistance  Steuben  would  scarcely  have  accomplished 
so  much.  He  superintended  all  his  correspondence  and  writ- 
ing from  1778  to  1782.     Steuben  dictated  to  him  in  French, 

*  Contributions  to  American  TTiatory,  Philadelphia^  pp,  352  and  353. 
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aod  Walker  wrote  it  ont  in  English.  Thus  almost  all  the  drafts 
of  Steuben's  reforms  and  plans  are  written  in  Walker's  neat 
hand-wnting.  He  accompanied  his  general  to  all  the  inspec- 
tions and  reviews,  acted  as  translator  in  case  of  need,  and  often 
extricated  him  from  difficulties.  There  is  an  old  anecdote,  first 
narrated  by  A,  Garden,  which,  however  exaggerated  it  may 
be,  characterizes  Steuben's  dependence  on  Walker  daring  the 
first  year  of  his  service  in  America.  After  having  exhausted 
his  rich  store  of  German  and  French  oaths,  he  is  said  to  have 
called  Walker  to  his  assistance,  vociferating,  "  Viens,  Walker, 
mon  ami,  viens,  mon  bon  ami,  socre,  God  dam  de  gaucheries  ot 
dese  badauts  je  ne  puis  plus,  I  can  curse  dem  no  more  !''  But 
be  this  as  it  may,  we  know  that  even  in  the  most  difficult  mat- 
ters Steuben  relied  chiefly  on  Walker's  sound  judgment,  and 
that  the  success  of  Steuben's  reforms  is  in  a  great  measure  due 
to  his  indefatigable  and  able  aid-de-camp.  In  the  year  1 781-82, 
Walker  joined  General  Washington's  suite,  and  acted  as  his 
aid-de-cainp  to  the  close  of  the  war,  which  fact  furnishes  the 
best  proof  of  his  merits  and  value.  After  the  conclusion  of 
peace  he  was  first  secretary  to  the  Governor  of  Xew  York, 
but  soon  after  established  himself  as  broker  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  In  1797,  when  he  was  appointed  agent  of  the  Earl  of 
Bath's  great  estate  in  western  New  York,  he  removed  to  old 
Fort  Schuyler,  the  present  city  of  Utica,  where  he  resided  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  As  a  man  of  intelligence  and  refinement 
he  was  identified  with  the  early  growth  and  progress  of  Utica. 
He  died  there  on  the  13th  of  January,  1818,  aged  sixty-five 
years,  leaving  a  natural  daughter,  who  married  a  French  col- 
onel.* 

The  private  correspondence  between  Steuben  and  Walker 
gives  an  adequate  idea  of  the  relations  which  existed  between 
them.  It  begins  in  the  winter  of  1779-80,  when  Steuben  was 
in  Philadelphia,  soliciting  Congress  to  adopt  more  energetic 
measures  in  regard  to  the  army,  and  when  Walker  discharged, 

*  A.nnala  and  Recollections  of  Oneida  county,  by  P.  Jonos,  p.  015. 
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ad  interim^  the  dntica  of  inspector  general.  His  oflMal  letten 
wore  always  accompanied  by  a  few  confidential  lines,  wliidi 
show  their  mutual  fiicndship  and  intimacy. 

"  Fish  delivered  me  the  linen,"  writes  Walker,  on  the  8d 
of  February,  1780,  from  camp,*  •*  you  were  so  kind  as  to  send, 
for  which  accept  my  thanks.  You  are  determined  to  keep  me 
your  debtor  in  every  respect.  However,  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  say  much  on  this  subject,  as  all  I  can  say  or  do  will  M 
short  of  the  repeated  instances  of  friendship  with  which  yoo 
have  honored  me.  Of  this,  however,  I  can  with  oonfidenoe 
assure  yon,  that  I  could  remain  easy  under  so  many  obliga- 
tions from  you  alone,  and  that  I  shall  never  be  more  happy 
than  in  an  opportunity  of  convincing  you  of  my  sincere  friend- 
ship and.  high  veneration  for  you."f 

*'  I  inclose  a  letter  for  you  from  General  Schuyler,"  says 
he  on  another  occasion.J  "His  daughter  is  now  in  Morris- 
town.  [General  Schuyler  had  given  her  this  letter  to  Steuben, 
in  which  he  addressed  him  as  one  of  the  most  gallant  men  io 
camp,  Harrison  being  considered  by  him  as  the  other.]  J  have 
not  yet  seen  her,  though  she  acknowledges  she  came  recom- 
mended to  your  protection.  As  all  that  is  left  of  you  in  camp, 
I  should  not  have  neglected  so  fliir  an  opportunity  of  supplying 
your  absence ;  but  alas !  tny  old  hat  and  coat  forbid  my  asso- 
ciating but  with  my  brethren  in  affliction." 

"I  am  particularly  in  want  of  you,  my  dear  Walker,*' 
writes  Steuben  on  the  23d  of  February,  1780,  from  Phila- 
delphia ;§  "  Duponceau  is  sick,  and  you  know  that  my  ideas, 
although  sometimes  good,  do  not  appear  good  when  they  are 
translated  word  for  word.  I  am  in  need  of  a  translator  of  my 
ideas;  in  one  word,  I  want  a  friend  like  you.  I  shall  probably 
come  to  camp,  with  the  Chevalier  De  La  Luzerne,  within  a 
fortnight;  the  exact  time,  however,  is  not  yet  fixed.  But  as 
I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  persuade  you  to  accompany  mo  back 

*  Stt'uben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  iL  +  Ibidom. 
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to  Philadelphia,  and  as  I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  not  re- 
fose  my  request,  I  wish  you  to  be  ready.  You  will  probably 
not  abandon  me,  but  will  go  hand  in  hand  with  me.  I  shall 
Bend  you  your  hat  by  the  first  opportunity ;  please  inform  me 
of  your  other  wants.  As  soon  as  I  can  buy  the  cloth  I  shall 
send  you  a  uniform ;  treat  me  in  this  respect,  too,  as  your 
fnend  and  agent." 

"I  want  to  see  you  here,"  continues  Steuben,  a  few  days 
later,  "  in  the  course  of  next  week.  I  board  at  Mrs.  Clark's, 
in  Front  street.  You  will  find  there  a  young  widow,  and  a 
lady  from  New  York  with  a  beautiful  waist,  a  reason  the 
more  for  you  to  hasten  your  departure.  I  expect  you  with 
the  impatience  of  a  lover  for  his  mistress,  or  to  speak  without 
figures,  with  all  the  sentiments  of  true  fiieiidship." 

"  Accept,  my  dear  general,  my  thanks  for  your  kind  offer," 
answers  Walker  to  the  first  of  these  letters,  on  the  10th  of 
March,  1780,*  "of  procuring  me  a  few  necessaries.  With 
respect  to  the  uniform,  I  shall  only  want  a  coat,  blue  turned 
up  and  faced  with  buff^,  white  lining  and  plain  white  buttons, 
a  cockade  with  a  black  silk  cord  and  tassels,  two  or  three 
yards  of  hair  ribbon,  a  pair  of  gloves  and  a  sword  belt. 
These,  my  dear  general,  are  all  the  articles  I  stand  in  need  of, 
and  with  which  I  should  really  be  ashamed  to  trouble  you  had 
you  not  indulged  me  in  the  pleasing  tlioiight  of  regardiifg  you 
in  the  double  capacity  of  my  general  and  my  friend." 

Even  afler  having  been  appointed  aid-de-carap  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. Walker  carried  on  his  correspondence  and 
intercoui-se  with  Steuben. 

"My  correspondence  with  the  French  ministers,"  writes 
the  latter  from  Schuylkill,  near  Philadelphia,  on  the  27th  of 
December,  1782,t  "has  cost  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  You 
know  that  I  am  without  assistance  even  for  my  English  cor- 
respondence.   What  shall  I  do,  my  friend,  if  I  must  make  a 

♦  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  ii. 
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new  campjugn  ?  I  do  not  think  that  Popham  is  nudona  to 
join  mo  again;  at  least  I  haye  not  had  a  line  from  hiiii. 
Where  may  I  find  a  Walker?  Bat  I  do  not  want  to  make 
you  too  vain,  and  in  earnest,  where  may  I  find  a  man  who  is 
able  to  conduct  my  correspondence  ?  Try  to  get  me  a  good 
assistant.  You  know  what  I  want.  I  still  expect  my  North ; 
you  know,  however,  that  his  power  does  not  condst  in  ids. 
pen,  and  that  he  is  as  lazy  as  ho  is  amiable.  For  four  weeks 
I  have  not  got  a  line  from  him ;  please  write  to  him  and  scold 
him.  Try  at  the  same  time  to  persuade  him  that  he  joins  me 
at  least  towards  the  end  of  March.  Gibbs  told  me  that  the 
officers  of  the  army  were  about  to  write  me  a  letter  of  grati- 
tude. I  should  be  infinitely  flattered  by  it;  tell  me  the 
reason  which  has  prevented  the  execution  of  the  plan ;  I  wish 
you  a  happy  new  year.  Do  not  forget  to  present  my  resjwcts 
to  General  and  Mrs.  Washington.  Adieu,  my  friend ;  never 
doubt  my  sincere  attachment  for  you." 

We  can  not  give  here  all  the  letters  which,  besides  the 
friendly  chat  between  Steuben  and  Walker,  are  of  a  more 
general  interest;  they  would  occupy  too  much  space.  We 
therefore  confine  ourselves  to  the  following  extracts  :* 

**  I  have  many  thanks  to  give  you,  my  dear  general,  for 
the  pleasure  I  received  from  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  De- 
cember. I  had  been  exceedingly  anxious  to  hear  from  you. 
and  the  several  rumors  I  had  heard  only  sensed  to  increase 
that  anxiety.  One  told  mc  that  you  lived  in  the  country, 
another  that  you  had  moved  to  the  Indian  Queen,  one  that 
your  affairs  were  likely  to  turn  out  well,  another  doubted  it. 
1  was  exceedingly  glad,  too,  to  hear  that  North  was  again 
with  you.  Your  situation  was  too  solitary,  and  wanted  his 
gayety  to  make  it  tolerable ;  but  tell  him  that  he  has  another 
friend  besides  his  general.  When  he  passed  on  to  you  he  has 
forgotten  it, 

"We  are  here  in  the  center  of  dullness.    Head-quarters, 

*  Steuben  MS.  Pbpeni,  vol  x. 
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yoa  know,  was  always  the  last  place  ia  the  world  for  mirth, 
and  unhappily,  there  being  only  two  of  us,  I  can  not  go  out  to 
take  my  share  of  the  little  that  is  circulating  abroad.  At 
home  the  occupations  of  each  day  are  so  much  alike  from  one 
end  of  the  month  to  the  other  that  the  life  is  really  disgusting. 
I  had  two  disciples  at  chess,  Mrs.  AV'ashington  and  my  col- 
league, but  unhappily  one  is  thinking  too  much  of  her  home, 
and  the  other  is  making  verses  during  the  game.  Their  prog- 
gress,  therefore,  is  so  little  that  both  are  tired  of  it,  and  so  I 
have  been  obliged  to  learn  backgammon,  of  which  I  am 
equally  tired.  In  fact  I  have  only  one  resource  left  to  pre- 
vent my  dying  of  ennui,  to  seek  some  neighbors'  daughters, 
pour  passer  le  temps.  You  know,  my  dear  general,  how  much 
this  is  against  my  conscience,  and  will  judge  how  hard  I  must 
be  driven  before  I  could  bring  myself  to  seek  this  expedient 
to  amuse  myself  I  believe  in  the  army  they  are  not  much 
more  gay  than  we  are.  It  has  always  been  regretted  that  so 
little  sociability  took  place  between  the  officers  of  the  difterent 
States.  An  eftbrt  is  made  to  bring  them  more  together,  and 
a  large  room  is  building  where  they  may  assemble  every  day. 
The  general  has  said  he  would  attend  himself  and  give  out 
the  orders.  Gibbs  has  been  a  violent  opposer  of  this,  and  his 
regiment  to  this  day  has  not  assisted  in  building  it ;  it  will  be 
finished  in  about  three  weeks.  The  army  ai"e  better  hutted 
than  they  ever  were ;  some  of  the  officers'  rooms  are  really 
very  decent." 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  Walker  sought  for  civil 
employment,  and  tried  to  get  the  place  as  secretary  to  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Ilis  prospects,  how- 
ever, were  at  first  not  brilliant.  "I  have  no  hopes,"  writes 
he  to  Steuben,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1784,*  "of  getting 
any  thing  from  the  State  for  myself.  The  office  I  sought  will 
be  given  to  Lamb.  His  influence  with  the  common  people 
and  in  the  Assembly  are  better  claims  than  I  have.     Fish  is 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  x. 
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alao  a  candidate  for  the  same  place.  I  had  the  Yamty  to  sup- 
pose that,  hacked  hj  the  strong  recommendations  o{  mj  gen- 
era],  I  would  he  preferred ;  hut  these  are  foolish  ideas.  I  osn 
not  serve  the  views  of  any  party,  cither  with  the  people  or  in 
the  Assembly,  and  therefore  it  would  be  absurd  to  serve  me. 
I  have  not,  however,  withdrawn  my  claim — let  it  stand !  Tlia 
place  Smith  was  candidate  for,  is  given  to  Benson.  Had  he 
not  been  in  the  way,  young  Lewis  Morris  was  thought  to  have 
the  best  chance,  and  why  ?  Because  his  father  is  chief  jus* 
tice  and  young  Lewis  lived  with  the  chancellor." 

Walker,  however,  finally  succeeded  and  got  the  place  whidi 
he  desired.  "  You  will  have  heard,"  says  he,  on  the  25th  of 
April,  1784,*  in  a  letter  to  Steuben,  '^  that  I  am  moving  in  the 
Imtuble'  sphere  of  j)rivate  secretary.  For  this  I  am  obliged  lo 
the  friendship  of  the  gwernor,  and  without  it  I  should  have 
been  aground.  It  is  hard,  my  dear  baron,  to  have  spent  the  best 
eight  yeiirs  of  one's  life  in  the  service  of  a  people  who  have  not 
gratitude  enough  to  pay  even  what  is  justly  due.  If  I  had 
the  sum  in  cost  owing  me  by  the  public,  I  could  place  myself 
ill  an  independent  place  of  busmess — but  why  do  I  complain  ? 
hundreds  ai'e  worse  off. 

"  When  shall  I  have  the  pleasure  to  embrace  you  ?  You 
express  a  wish  to  have  my  picture.  If  it  was  a  miniature  you 
meant,  we  have  a  miniature  painter  here  in  New  York,  as  su- 
perior to  Pealo  as  light  to  darkness," 

Wlien  Walker,  soon  afterwards,  retired  and  did  business 
in  New  York  as  a  broker,  Steuben  lived  for  a  long  while  with 
him.  They  continued  on  the  most  friendly  footing  until  Steu- 
ben's death.  Walker  visited  him  almost  every  year  on  his 
farm  and  managed  his  business.  Steuben  bequeathed  him  in 
his  will  one  half  of  his  property. 

Jean  De  Tjsuxaxt,  a  French  officer,  was  in  April,  1778, 
appointed  as  one  of  Steuben's  sub-inspectors,  and  acted  under 
his  orders  in  the  main  army,  till  the  25th  of  September,  1778, 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papera,  vol.  z. 
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when  he  was  made  lieutenant  colonel  and  inspector  of  the 
troo])8  in  Soath  Carolina  and  Georgia.  Taken  piisoner  at  the 
capture  of  Charleston  in  1780,  he  was  afterwards  exchanged, 
and  having  temporarily  filled  the  place  of  Colonel  Arm  and, 
resumed  his  duties  in  the  South.  After  the  conclusion  of 
peace  he  returned  to  France.  Toward  the  end  of  1789,  he 
came  back  to  America  as  ambassador  of  revolutionary  France, 
and  left  again  in  1793,  when  the  Convention  sent  "citizen" 
Gtenet  as  his  successor.  Temant  was  an  officer  of  decided 
ability,  of  remarkable  accomplishments,  and  as  faithful  and 
energetic  in  the  promotion  of  American  liberty  as  any  native 
officer.  His  noble  and  amiable  character  gained  him  the  affec- 
tion of  his  superiors  and  inferiors ;  he  was  on  the  most  inti- 
mate terms  with  Steuben.  We  illustrate  this  by  one  of  his 
letters,  as  space  will  not  peimit  us  to  copy  here  their  entire 
correspondence. 

When,  in  consequence  of  the  jealousies  of  his  brother  offi- 
cers, Steuben,  in  July  1778,  had  gone  to  Philadelphia  to  get 
the  duties  of  his  office  defined,  Ternant  wrote  to  him  on  the 
11th  of  August,  1778,  from  Whiteplains  :* 

"  I  visit  sometimes  the  camp  of  Mars  which  has  been  open 
since  the  Ist  of  this  month.  Davies  and  Brooks  have  been 
nominated  by  general  orders  to  preside  over  the  exercises,  and 
it  is  under  their  auspices  that  your  former  apj)rcnticcs  in  tac- 
tics cover  themselves  twice  a  day  at  least  with — dust.  I  need 
not  tell  you  that  everybody  acts  just  as  he  thinks  proper,  that 
the  uniformity  is  more  neglected  there  than  ever  before,  and 
that  for  want  of  method  the  soldiers  and  officers  are  the  more 
unmercifully  fatigued,  as  no  real  benefit  results  from  their  drill. 
I  hope  that  you  will  soon  with  your  wonted  success  resume 
the  direction  of  this  department,  to  which  you  have  already 
given  the  organization  which  it  wanted  so  much.  I  should 
also  wish  that  you  would  render  to  the  army  the  important 
service  of  putting  the  department  of  mar6chal  general  de  logis 
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on  a  good  footing.  Bad  order  and  oonfoaon  are  more  pre* 
vailing  there  than  in  an;^  other  department.  I  continue  to 
make  observations,  complaints  and  proposals ;  bat  hitherto  I 
have  been  unsuccessful  and  they  even  do  not  think  <^  palliat- 
ing the  evil.  I  am  always  disposed  to  do  good ;  to  live,  how- 
ever, longer  in  this  anarchy,  and  work  much  but  to  accom- 
plish little,  while  there  is  so  much  to  do  if  order  succeeded  to 
the  confusion,  I  can  not  longer  afford,  and,  therefore,  I  am 
decided  to  ask  General  Greene,  after  his  return  from  Rhode 
Island,  either  to  put  my  departmeut  on  a  better  footing,  or  to 
look  after  another  person  to  fill  my  place. 

^^  The  council  of  war  in  the  case  of  General  Lee  have  finally 
finished  their  work.  I  have  read  a  part  of  his  defense ;  it  b  the 
most  stupid  piece  of  literature  and  dialectics  that  has  ever  been 
written.  His  statements  of  facts,  as  well  as  the  observations 
and  reasoning  which  ho  develops  from  thcra,  do  not  show  an 
eloquent  man  nor  a  good  judgment,  and  still  less  a  consum- 
mate ofiiccr.  As  to  his  refutation  of  witnesses,  it  only  con- 
sists in  bad,  would-be  witty  remarks,  unintelligible  quibbles  and 
mean  sarcasms  which  he  tnes  to  make  stronger  by  declama- 
tion, so  that  nobody  is  spared. 

"Good  bye,  my  dear  general.  Bo  careful  in  regard  to 
your  health.  Continue  to  enlighten  Congress  about  their  mil- 
itary constitution  and  the  establishment  of  the  inspectorship, 
and  do  not  forget  your  promise  to  retain  myseli^  the  oldest  of 
your  inspectors,  for  whom  it  would  be  very  cruel  to  see  an* 
other  man  reap  what  lie  has  sown." 

There  are  a  number  of  Temant's  lcttei*s  which  give  some 
very  interesting  and  new  details  about  the  condition  of  the 
southern  army,  for  which  we  refer  the  reader  to  the  Appeu- 
diic,  where  they  are  given  in  full. 

Louis  De  Fleuky,  another  French  sub-inspector  of  Steu- 
ben's, had  served  in  the  army  since  the  beginning  of  the  cam- 
paign of  1777.  lie  first  obtained  a  captain's  commission  from 
Congress,  and  entered  as  a  volunteer  in  a  corps  of  rifiemen, 
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in  which,  by  his  activity  and  bravery,  he  brought  himself  into 
notice.  He  next  served  as  brigade  major,  iirst  in  the  infantry 
and  afterwards  in  the  cavalry,  in  which  stations  ho  acquired 
reputation  in  the  army.  Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  cam- 
pugn  of  1777,  he  was  sent  to  the  important  post  of  Fort  Mif- 
flin in  the  quality  of  engineer,  in  which  he  rendered  essential 
services,  and  became  equally  distinguished  for  his  intelligence 
and  valor.  In  consequence  of  his  good  conduct  on  this  and 
on  ibrmer  occasions  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieuten- 
ant colonel  in  the  army,  and  received  from  Congress  the  gift 
of  a  horse,  as  a  testimonial  of  their  sense  of  his  ment  at  the 
battle  of  Bi*andywine,  where  a  horse  was  shot  under  him.* 
In  the  winter  of  1778  Fleury  was  employed  in  the  camp  at 
Valley  Forge,  and  having  filled  the  office  of  aid  major  in 
France,  Steuben  proposed  to  have  him  employed  as  sub-in- 
spector, in  which  the  commander-in-chief  readily  acquiesccd.f 
We  have  seen  in  chapter  VI.  that  Fleury  took  charge  of  the 
Maryland  and  Delaware  divisions  at  AVilmington.  Steuben 
could  scarcely  have  found  a  more  energetic  and  effective  as- 
sbtant  for  teaching  the  principles  and  j)ractical  duties  of  his 
system  than  Fleury.  He  continued  in  his  position  until  the 
snmmer  of  1778,  when,  in  consequence  of  the  jealousies  of 
the  general  officers,  the  inspectorship  was  practically  annihi- 
lated. In  July,  1778,  he  was  employed  as  second  in  com- 
mand in  a  corps  of  light  infantry,  in  the  expedition  against 
Rhode  Island,  and  afterwards  as  commandant  of  one  of  Steu- 
ben's new  battalions  of  light  infantry,  in  the  army  under 
Washington's  command.  In  the  assault  of  Stony  Point  he 
commanded  the  van  of  the  right  wing ;  was  the  first  that  en- 
tered the  main  works,  and  struck  the  British  flag  with  his 
own  hands.  AVhen  Rochambcau  arrived  in  1780,  Fleury  left 
the  American  service  and  became  an  officer  in  the  army  of 
the  French  commander.     "  In  each  of  these  capacities  he  had 

*  Waabinglon'a  Writings,  v.,  155,  and  vi,  307-309. 
f  Ibidem,  vol  v.,  348. 
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uniformlf,^  says  Wasliington,*  ^acquitted  himself  as  an  ofll- 
oer  of  diatinguisbod  merit  for  talents,  zeal,  activity,  pmdenoe 
and  bravery,  and  acquired  more  and  more  the  character  of  a 
jadicious,  well-informed,  indefatigable  and  brave  officer.** 

We  know  from  the  correspondence  of  Steuben  with  the 
French  minister,  Gerard,  how  highly  he  thoaght  of  FlearyHi 
merits  and  talents,  and  bow  warmly  be  interested  himself  for 
his  success  and  reputation.  There  are  in  the  Steuben  papers 
a  few  letters  of  Fleury  to  Steuben,  written  in  the  French 
camp  at  Newport,  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1780.  We  give 
here  those  portions  of  them  which  are  of  general  interest : 

*'  This  is  the  third  letter,  my  dear  general,**  says  Fleury, 
on  the  dd  of  August,  1780,f  'Hhat  one  of  your  old  friends 
has  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you;  who  does  not  know 
whether  you  are  still  living,  or  have  resolved  not  to  know 
him  any  longer.  We  expect  the  enemy  with  confidence.  We 
see  in  the  horizon  the  English  fleet.  If  they  do  not  come 
with  more  than  eight  thousand  men,  their  arrival  this  evening 
will  be  more  desirable  than  dangerous. 

"  You  are  going,  I  am  told,  to  come  nearer  to  New  York. 
Frighten  them,  we  then  shall  be  more  tranquil ;  but  do  not 
place  yourself  too  ne«ir  to  King's  Bridge.  I  should  be  afnud 
they  would  disembark  behind  you,  if  a  battle  must  be  fought 
in  a  position  of  their  choice." 

"I  thank  you,  my  dear  general,"  continues  Fleury,  on  the 
1 7th  of  August,  1 780,  "  for  your  kind  letter.  I  shall  always  rely 
on  the  friendship  which  you  promise  me.  You  have  passed  the 
North  river  and  are  going  to  establish  yourselves  at  Dobbs' 
Ferry.  I  do  not  know  this  position,  but  it  appears  to  me  a 
little  exposed,  especially  for  your  upper  posts  in  the  east  and 
at  Stony  Point.  You,  however,  know  it  much  better  than  I 
who  speak  of  it  from  heai*say.  If  without  indiscretion  you 
can  give  me  some  knowledge  of  your  army,  and  of  the  situa- 
tion of  the  enemy,  I  should  be  very  much  obliged  to  you.     If 

♦  Waahington's  Writings,  vi^  307.  f  Steuben  118.  Papers,  vol.  L 
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Daponcean  shoaid  be  with  you,  I  request  hiin  to  trouble  him- 
self with  this  task.  Wo  are  very  quiet  here.  The  fleet  of 
the  enemy  is  still  in  view,  and  is  blockading  us.  Mr.  De  La- 
fayette has  arrived  to  join  us.  I  wish  him  much  glory ;  but 
I  have  resigned  all  claims  to  distinction  siuce  I  have  Icfl  you. 
I  am  too  insignificant.  Adieu,  my  dear  general.  Be  as  happy 
as  you  deserve  to  be,  and  believe  rac  always  full  of  respect 
and  gratitude  to  yon." 

"  I  have  little  time,"  writes  Floury,  on  the  6th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1780,  from  Newport,  "to  write  to  you,  but  I  can  not  let 
Mr.  De  La  Luzerne  depart  without  a  letter  for  you.  There 
are  no  news  here.  Rodney  is  in  New  York.  He  has  been 
announced  to  us,  but  he  does  not  come.  Everybody  wished 
it,  and  as  to  me,  who  am  perhaps  a  little  too  timid,  I  only 
waited  for  him.  Our  situation,  however,  is  formidable.  The 
fleet  lies  at  anchor  from  Breton  Point  to  Rose  island,  on  which 
points  batteries  are  erected.  Goat  island,  which  lies  within 
the  line  formed  by  the  fleet,  is  also  entrenched.  We  have 
left  Canonieut,  of  which  the  nearest  point  is  two  thousand  and 
sixty  yards  from  the  line  of  our  vessels.  At  this  distance 
the  bombs  are  not  to  be  dreaded,  although  tliey  can  well 
reach  it.  On  land  we  occupy  the  P]nglish  lines.  Our  right 
is  at  Easton's  Beach,  and  the  lefl  at  Tominy  hill.  If  the  En- 
glish come,  they  will  regret  it,  we  are  told.  I  do  not  dare  to 
have  a  contrary  opinion,  and  I  really  believe  that  an  attack 
from  the  sea  will  not  be  very  dangerous ;  but  the  cooperation 
of  twenty-one  vessels  and  ten  thousand  men  embarrasses  us. 

"  Your  infamous  Arnold  has  abandoned  himself  to  an  eter- 
nal infamy !  What  demon  impelled  him  to  take  this  detest- 
able step  ?     Is  his  wife  the  cause  or  only  the  occasion  of  the 

crime  ?    Is mixed  with  this  horrible  affair  ?    Is  Smith 

hanged  ?  Can  not  Andre  be  hanged  ?  I  am  very  curious  to 
hear  all  the  details  of  this  atrocity ;  be  kind  enough  to  give 
them  to  me.  Arnold  is  not  the  only  man  whom  I  blame ;  he 
who  once  has  made  the  country  suspicious  of  his  virtue  is  not 
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the  most  culpable,  when  the  blind  and  oriminal  oonfideooe  thsk 
is  put  in  him  makes  him  a  traitor.  That's  between  yoa  and  me." 

William  North,  Steuben's  other  &vorite  aid-de-campi  wm 
bom  in  1752,  and  died  in  New  York  on  the  3d  of  Janoarj, 
1836,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years.  *^He  hsi 
fill|d,''  says  the  memoir  of  the  Cincinnati,  '^  a  dbtingnished 
place  in  the  hbtory  of  hb  country,  not  only  in  the  war  of  ia* 
dependence,  but  in  our  subsequent  annals.  He  was  a  gentle- 
man by  birth,  education,  and  early  association,  and  when  he 
took  up  arms  in  defense  of  his  country,  became  the  gallant 
and  aspiring  officer.  He  was,  in  1777,  appointed  a  captain  in 
Colonel  Jackson's  regiment  of  infantry,  and  fought  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Monmouth.  In  1779  he  was  appointed  aid-de-camp  to 
Steuben,  and  soon  became  his  favorite;  aided  and  assisted 
the  baron  in  introducing  his  system  of  discipline  into  the  Cou- 
tincntal  army.  Major  North  was  with  the  army  in  Virginia, 
and  was,  with  Baron  Steuben,  present  at  the  surrender  of  the 
Britisli  army,  commanded  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  October, 
1781.  After  the  war  of  the  Revolution  was  ended,  and  the 
indei>endence  of  the  United  States  acknowledged,  North  re- 
tired to  private  life  ;  but  afterwards,  induced  so  accept  public 
employment  in  support  of  the  institutions  which  his  valor  had 
contributed  to  found,  was  several  times  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  New  York,  was  Speaker  of  the  Assembly, 
and,  for  a  short  period,  one  of  the  Senators  of  New  York  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  During  our  troubles  with 
Franco,  in  the  presidency  of  the  elder  Adams,  Major  North 
was  appointed  adjutant  general  of  the  army  which  was  raised 
on  that  occasion,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier  general." 

Steuben  loved  North  like  a  son  for  his  unreserved  devo- 
tion, for  his  jovial  and  amiable  disposition  of  mind,  and  tor  the 
energy  and  zeal  which  he  displayed  in  the  performance  of  his 
duties.  During  the  war  their  correspondence  was,  of  course, 
very  small,  as  they  were  almost  never  separated  ;  but  we  find 
in  the  Steuben  papers  a  great   many  letters,  written   after 
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the  close  of  the  war  by  North,  which  prove  the  most  cordial 
aod  intimate  relations  between  the  general  and  his  aid.  North, 
after  the  death  of  Steuben,  erected  in  his  honor  not  only  a 
stone  monument,  but  a  written  one,  in  the  eloquent  biograph- 
ical sketch  from  which  we  deiivcd  so  much  valuable  and  in- 
teresting information  about  the  character  of  our  hero. 

''  On  the  eve  of  returning  to  the  north  from  Virginia" — 
states  North  in  this  pamphlet,  who  is  himself  the  aid-de-camp 
alluded  to—"  *  I  must  go,'  said  Stoubon  to  a  sick  aid-de-canip, 
*  I  must  leave  you,  my  son,  but  I  leave  you  among  a  people 
where  we  have  found  the  door  of  every  house  wide  open ; 
where  the  heart  of  every  female  is  full  of  tenderness  and  virtue. 
Quit  this  deleterious  spot  the  instant  you  are  able ;  there  is  my 
sulky,  and  here  is  half  of  what  I  have — (lod  bless  you ! — I  can 
do  no  more.'  Nor  could  he.  A  journey  of  three  hundred 
miles  was  before  him,  a  single  piece  of  gold  in  his  purse  !  Arc 
other  instances  necessary  to  unfold  the  texture  of  his  heart  V 
How  many  have  I  written  on  my  own !" 

After  the  conclusion  of  peace,  Steuben  and  North  lived 
some  time  together  in  the  "  Louvre."  The  farm  of  which  this 
house  formed  a  part  belonged  to  a  Mv.  David  Provost,  who, 
on  account  of  his  constant  command  of  cash,  had  been  styled 
when  living,  "  Ready  Money  Provost,"  to  whose  memory,  on 
the  summit  of  a  hill,  a  monument  was  erected.  A  gentleman 
observing  that,  in  the  event  of  death,  Steuben  would  be  at  no 
loss  for  a  snug  place  of  interment,  North  replied,*  "Then,  sir, 
his  disposition  must  alter  with  his  state,  for  in  life  he  will 
never  tolerate  the  idea  of  laying  by  rea<ly  money." 

Steuben's  and  North's  friendship  Listed  until  the  death  of 
the  former,  who  made  him  the  heir  of  one  half  of  his  property. 
For  its  better  illusti-ation,  we  give  here  a  few  extracts  of  let- 
ters written  by  North  between  the  years  1782  and  1789  : 

"It  is  now  over  three  years,"  writes  North  on  the  29th  of 
October  and  Cth  of  November,  1782,  from  Fishkill  Landing,f 

*  Percy's  Aneciiotos,  ii.,  122.  f  Stoubon  MS.  Pjii)er!»,  vol.  ix. 
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*'  cdnco  I  had  first  the  honor  of  bciDg  attached  to  yon.  The 
numberless  acts  of  friendship  I  have  received  would  have  beea 
ill  lM*8towed,  did  not  my  heart  feel  the  obligations,  and  make 
your  happiness  its  greatest  wish.  Permit  me,  my  dear  baroo, 
to  address  you  with  the  freedom  of  a  friend,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  with  that  respect  that  shall  always  mark  my  character 
towards  you.  Your  services  to  my  ungrateful  country  have 
been  treated  with  a  neglect  shocking  to  every  man  of  sensibil- 
ity. Congress,  whose  eyes  ought  to  be  open  to  see  all  and 
whose  hand  ought  to  be  open  to  reward  all  who  have  well,  de- 
served of  the  country,  are  unknowing  and  unknown,  except  a 
few  men  of  liberal  ideas.  It  is  hard,  at  the  last,  to  be  obliged 
to  ask  for  one's  right,  and  the  hardship  is  augmented  by  a  re- 
fusal. Congress  at  large  know  little  of  what  is  due  to  you  for 
your  exertions,  so  that  applying  to  them  as  a  body,  in  the  first 

instance,  would  be  to  no  purpose You  have  a 

friend  in  Mr.  Peters.  Ilis  advice  with  respect  to  your  affairs, 
I  am  sure,  will  be  for  your  interest,  therefore  I  hope  you  will 
follow  it.  I  think  he  and  all  your  other  friends  must  advise 
that  you  continue  in  statu  qxio  for  the  present^  that  is,  inspect- 
or and  major  general.  If  you  give  up  one  of  these  titles  you 
give  up  a  great  deal.  The  probability  that  the  end  of  the  war 
is  near  is  great.  You  have  borne  the  burden  in  the  heat  of 
the  day ;  it  has  been  heavy,  very  heavy ;  but  you  must  not 
faint.  '  Finis  coronat  o^yus,^  Your  star  will  then  be  bright- 
ened for  this  perseverance.  The  department  of  which  you  are 
the  head  is  so  essential  to  the  well-being  of  the  army,  that  I 
hope  you  will  not  be  pennitted  to  resign  it.  It  is  so  conspic- 
uous a  post,  that  I  never  wish  to  sec  it  filled  by  another,  while 
there  is  an  American  army  to  profit  by  your  instructions.'* 

"  I  hope  the  pleasure  that  you  will  receive  from  your  situ- 
ation this  winter  will  make  up  for  the  fatigues  of  last  cam- 
paign, I  suppose  your  home  will  be  mostly  at  Mr.  Peters'. 
This  winter  will  give  your  fiiends  an  opportunity  of  exerting 
themselves  effectually  for  you." 
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"  What,  with  a  villainous  wind,"  says  North,  in  a  letter  of 
the  19th  of  October,  IV 84,*  "and  the  foolish  parade  which 
has  been  made  with  the  Don  Quixote  Lafayette,  I  have  not 
had  a  moment's  peace.  He  arrived  hero  on  Friday,  amidst 
the  acclamations  of  foolish  disbanded  officers  and  the  town  rab- 
ble ;  seated  on  a  little  horse  (for  the  sake  of  Christ  I  am  sorry 
it  was  not  an  ass)  he  made  his  public  entry.  Yesterday  they 
gave  him  a  dinner,  and  at  night  Madame  Hayley,  and  old 

^  gave  him  some  of  tlie  most  infamous  fire-works  I  ever 

saw ;  but  he,  like  a  true  Frenchman,  told  her  they  were  su- 
perb. He  has  done  me  the  honor  to  notice  me.  While  we 
were  looking  at  the  exhibition,  he  observed,  putting  his  arm 
around  my  neck  and  whispering,  how  pleased  he  was  that  this 
attention  was  paid  him  by  an  English  woman.  But  damn  the 
subject !  I  have  kept  too  long  on  it  already.  Monsieur  le 
marquis  goes  to  Ilhode  Island  to  receive  the  honor  due  him 
from  that  State." 

"  I' received  your  letter,  my  dear  baron,  of  the  12th  of  De- 
cember," writes  North  from  Duanosburg,  on  the  8th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1789,t  "this  morning,  and  have  attempted  three  times 
to  answer  it ;  but  I  could  not  please  myself,  and  therefore  tore 
the  sheet  in  pieces.  To  what  it  was  owing  I  know  not ;  but  I 
have  had  tlie  blue  devils  all  this  morning.  We  have  just  dined 
on  soup  and  beef-steaks,  and  I  have  drawn  two  glasses  of  your 
sherry.  Would  to  God  you  were  here  to  drink  with  me  I 
Whether  this  wish  will  banish  my  ill  hiunor,  my  letter  will 
show,  provided  I  do  not  tear  it  in  jneces  also.  T  am  up  by 
dnylight,  and  set  my  man  and  boy  to  work  this  morning ;  they 
were  sent  at  a  distance  from  hence,  and  I  was  obliged  to  drudge 
a  mile  and  a  half,  with  a  load  on  my  shoulders,  through  their 
carelessness.  It  is  not  very  pleasant  to  walk  through  the  snow 
with  a  load  ;  I  did  sweat  most  confoundedly  ;  this  made  me  a 
little  Jingry.  But  this  was  not  all.  Your  letter  told  me  every- 
body was  going  to  be  a  great  man.     I  hate  everybody  who  is 

*  Steuben  MS.  Papers,  vol.  x.  f  I^»<lo"^»  vol.  xiii. 
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greater  tlian  myself,  nxccpt  yon,  I  seo  no  chiuico  I  have  of 
getting  any  thing  in  this  scramble.  This,  perhaps,  made  me 
mad,  EnoK  will  remain  Secretary  ol'  War  or  have  an  oqniv- 
alent.  Hia  umilcs  and  bows  have  secured  him  a  place  ol"  con- 
seqiieiiee  iu  the  new  government.  If  yoa  come  in,  yon  must 
resolve  to  aeo  him  your  equal.  Except  a  very  few,  I  despise 
and  detest  the  whole  liuman  species:  would  to  Ood  I  hnd 
been  an  Indian  I  I  should  eilhc^r  have  been  a  warrior  or  a 
mclieni.  My  wife  is  the  beat  woman  possible;  my  boy  is 
good,  but  I  am  not  happy.  My  falhor-in  law  tells  me  I  am 
independent.  So  I  am  ;  and  bo  is  every  fellow  with  a  woolen 
nhirl,  who  owns  a  hundred  acie«  of  land,  I  go  to  Albany 
with  Polly  and  tlio  Ixiy  to-morrow,  for  tlie  first  thno  since  ire 
have  lived  here.  It  is  bnsineaa  more  than  pleasure  that  takes 
me  there.  I  shall  get  no  office  under  the  new  government, 
because  I  shall  ask  for  none.  I  am  proud  and  honest.  I  know 
what  I  am  worth,  and  if  otlicr  people  do  not  know  it  witbont 
my  telling  them,  they  may  remain  ignorant.  Hamilton,  Jay, 
and  several  others  who  will  have  the  chief  management  in  this 
business,  know  me  ;  but  they  have  tlieir  friends  and  depend- 
ents. I  sliall  go  to  New  York,  kiss  you  and  Ben  ;  go  to  Bos- 
ton, comfort  my  old  motlier,  and  return  here  to  drudge  on  in 
getting  my  Uviiig. 

"  KnoK  is  too  firmly  footed  to  be  ousted  ;  it  would  not  do. 
If  ho  is  not  Secretary  of  AVar  he  will  be  something  higher ; 
however,  he  has  not  interest  enough  to  get  Jackson  the  com- 
raand  of  the  troops,  or  Doughty  the  command  of  the  artillery, 
though  this  would  be  easier  tlian  the  other.  Pray  who  is  talked 
of  as  Postmaster  General  ?  My  father-in-law  (Dunne)  has  been 
hei'e  and  is  gone  to  Albany  a  month  since.  I  will  tell  you 
what  we  conversed  about  when  wo  meet." 

James  Fairlie  waa  born  in  the  city  of  Now  York,  in  175V 
or  1758.  His  father  was  the  captain  of  a  bark  in  the  Havana 
trade.  At  the  time  tbc  Asia,  man-of-war,  fired  upon  New 
York,  he  was  first  on  the  ground  with  his  company  at  tb« 
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BowUng  Green,  to  oppose  the  enemy.  He  entered  the  revo- 
lationary  army  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1775  or  early  in 
1776.  He  was  first  commissioned  as  an  ensign  in  the  first 
New  York  regiment,  then  commanded  by  Colonel  (afterward 
Major  General)  Macdongal,  and,  upon  the  reform  of  the  army, 
was  appointed  to  the  same  rank  in  the  regiment  then  com- 
manded by  Colonel  (afterward  General)  Philip  Van  Coiirt- 
landt.  He  accompanied  his  regiment  to  the  North,  and  was 
present  and  distinguished  himself  at  the  capture  of  the  British 
array  in  the  year  1777.  In  1778  Fairlie  was  appointed  aid- 
de-camp  to  Steuben,  and  acted  in  that  capacity  at  the  battle 
of  Monmouth.  Afterward  he  went  with  Steuben  to  Virginia, 
where  he  was  taken  prisoner.  After  his  exchange,  he  joined 
the  army  again  at  Newburg,  and  continued  in  it  until  the  close 
of  the  revolutionary  war. 

After  its  close  he  first  lived  a  few  years  with  Steuben, 
Walker,  and  North  without  special  employment.  He  next 
became  claim-agent  for  the  State  of  New  York  and  then  held 
several  offices.  He  was  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New 
York,  during  his  life,  several  years  a  member  of  the  Assembly, 
and  one  of  the  delegates  that  formed  the  new  constitution  of 
1823.  Jefferson  gave  him  the  honorary  office  of  commissioner 
of  bafikruptoy.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  was  offered  the 
post  of  adjutant  general  of  the  United  States,  by  Madison, 
which  he,  however,  declined. 

Fairlie  discharged  the  duties  of  the  several  offices  he  held 
with  great  zeal  and  ability.  He  died,  seventy-three  years  old, 
on  the  11th  of  October,  1830,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
was  buried  with  military  honors. 

Fairlie  married  the  daughter  of  Chief  Justice  Robert 
Yates  in  Albany.  The  eclat  that  surrounded  those  of  the 
officers  who  had  distinguished  themselves  in  the  Revolution, 
often  enabled  them  to  marry  among  the  first  families  in  the 
State.  This  happened  with  William  North,  who  married  a 
daughter  of  Mayor  Duane,  and  Colonel  Fi^,  who  married 


among  tho  desceudanls  of  Guveriioi'  Stuj^csant.  Fnirlie  was 
80  liberal  in  Lis  dir! position,  and  so  addicted  to  fashionablo  dis- 
play, that  hu  inciids  thought  It  tvould  be  advantageous  for 
him  to  marry,  and  promoted  his  connection  with  the  fiimiiy  of 
the  chief  Justice. 

Mention  Iiaa  already  beon  tnade  of  Kairlie  as  aid  of  St<n- 
ben  in  Vhgiuia,  and  as  one  of  the  most  ardent  promoters  of 
the  Cincinnati  eodaty,  the  secretaiy  of  which  he  was  in  1794. 
We  shall  here  only  refer  to  his  private  character.  His  great 
ambition  waa  to  enliven  society  by  his  wtL  Steuben  liked 
him  very  much  for  his  humor,  hia  fidelity,  hia  «ncero  friend- 
ship, and  his  readiness  to  a.sai5t  others.  Those  of  his  lettere 
that  have  been  preserved  relate  almost  eiclasively  to  bnsines 
matters,  birt  Fairlie's  amiable  dispgsitlun  and  inj^enious  wit  are 
vuryhiyldy  spokGu  of  liy  lii-;  cKnltNii'onirii.s.  AVn-liiiijlori  Ir- 
ving calls  him  of  facetious  memory,  and  states  that  when  Wash- 
ington, at  tho  return  of  peace,  was  sailing  in  a  boat  on  the  Hud- 
sou,  ho  was  so  overcome  by  the  drollery  of  a  story  told  by  Major 
Fairlio  that  he  fell  back  in  the  boat  in  a  paroxysm  of  laughter,* 

We  do  not  fcmember  to  have  read  any  thing  more  pleas- 
ant and  witty  than  one  of  faia  letters  to  Benjamin  Walker,  in 
which,  by  a  series  of  false  conclusions,  he  proves  that  a  lo* 
in  Broadway  at  Albany,  was  worth  double  the  price  of  one  in 
Ckiurtlond  street  at  New  York,  as  Albany,  instead  of  Kew 
York,  was  soon  to  become  the  great  commercial  metropons 
of  the  United  States.  He  therefore  proposed  to  Walker  to 
change  the  Albany  lot  for  Walker's  lot  in  Courtland  street, 
adding  that  he  was  thereby  conferring  a  great  favor  on  bis 
fiiend  by  givbg  him  a  chance  of  a  very  good  apeonlation.  At 
the  wit  of  the  circle  that  assembled  aronnd  Stenben,  he  was 
popular  among  all  who  knew  liim,  and  he  could  say  and  do  a 
great  many  things  which  would  have  offended,  if  siud  or  done 
by  others. 

When  Steuben  first  settled  on  his  farm  in  Ondda  coonty, 
■*  Washington's  Lifi>,  iv..  «6, 
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the  first  difference  arose  between  bim  and  Fairlie.  Steuben 
made  a  present  to  bis  former  aids  of  a  few  hundred  acres  of 
land.  On  one  occasion  Nortb  and  Fairlie  were  togetber,  when 
the  latter  being  highly  pleased  with  a  set  of  Sevres  china  in 
the  possesion  of  the  former,  agreed  to  exchange  the  land 
which  Steuben  had  presented  liim,  for  the  china.  When  this 
came  to  Steuben's  ears,  he  became  not  only  indignant,  but 
felt  his  pride  much  hurt,  and  in  order  to  punish  Fairlie  gave 
double  the  quantity  of  land  to  his  aids,  and  the  shai'c  which 
would  have  fallen  to  Fairlie,  he  gave  to  North  in  addition. 
Although  the  land  at  that  time  was  of  but  little  value.  Fair- 
lie's  conduct  appeared  in  Steuben's  eyes  very  disrespectful, 
and  he  never  forgave  him  for  it  to  the  hour  of  his  death. 
Fairlie  sometimes  spoke  of  this  occurrence  with  regret  in  his 
latter  days.  It  appears  that  on  account  of  this  barg^n,  Steu- 
ben did  not  notice  him  in  his  will. 

Nicholas  Fisii,  bom  in  1758,  and  deceased  on  the  20th  of 
June,  1833,  was  major  of  the  second  New  York  regiment 
when  Steuben  introduced  his  system  of  discipline  into  the 
army,  and  wa§  appointed  by  Washington  as  one  of  the  first 
brigade  inspectors  under  Steuben.  The  latter  said  of  him,  that 
be  would  have  made  an  excellent  officer  in  the  best  European 
army,  and  liked  him  very  much  for  his  gallantry,  and  his  ener- 
gy and  efficiency  in  drilling  and  disciplining  the  troops.  At 
the  forming  of  the  light  infantry  ho  was  one  of  the  firat  ma- 
jors who  received  a  battalion  of  this  new  corps,  anJ,  while 
still  acting  as  inspector  of  brigade,  he  assisted  Steuben  in  the 
selection  and  formation  of  these  troops.  From  this  time  we 
found  a  letter  of  Fish  to  Steuben,  written  at  West  Point  on 
the  2d  of  July,  1780,  which,  as  an  evidence  of  their  friendly 
intercourse,  we  insert  here. 

"  We  have  spent,"  says  Fish,  "  a  most  active  and  itinerant 
life,  one  day  beholding  the  beauties  of  Jersey,  the  next  partak- 
ing the  sweets  of  Pennsylvania  ;  and  then  enjoying  the  agree- 
able society  of  our  New  York  friends,  have  been  led  to  imag- 
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ine,  from  a  oomparisoii  of  our  situntion  with  that  of  those  at 
Weal  Toiiit,  h'ort  Stlmyk-r,  etc^  that  we  were  pectiliarly  for- 
tunate, thoy  as  sitigiikily  nnbappy. 

"  I  know  not  whence  our  aversion  to  this  post  took  birth ; 
K)  is  th«  Ihct,  however,  that  myself  with  others  hsd  formed  the 
iiM»t  despicable  idea  of  it,  and  to  iny  r^reoablo  disappoint- 
ment I  find  it  not  only  tolerable,  but,  upon  the  whole,  some- 
what pleasant.  Onr  amusements,  indeed,  are  few  and  rather 
nii'Oinnsoriboil ;  bnt  we  enjoy  Ihe  eonatout  luxury  of  behuldlog 
one  of  Nature's  most  magniEtcciit,  tremondous  and  variegated 
landscapes.  There  is  so  solemn  a  pomp  and  grandeur  in  the 
most  prodigious  piles  that  eu^irou  ns,  that  I  am  coustantlj 
impressed  with  ideas  of  a  seria>i«  and  contemplative  mind. 

"  I  woidd  not,  however,  sir,  « ish  you  to  imagine  that  I  am 
BO  absorbed  in  cDntemplatiou,  ns  to  rcinx  in  the  duties  of  grati- 
tude and  frieiiJaliip.  I  would  embrace  every  occasion  of  evinc- 
ing this,  and  should  have  done  myself  the  pleasure  of  waiting 
on  the  baron  when  he  was  at  this  post,  had  I  known  it  in  sea- 
tion. 

"  Our  troops,  wr,  yon  will  readily  suppose,  have  bad  a  se- 
vere tour  unce  we  lefl  Monistown.  One  regiment  has  visited 
Fort  Schuyler,  ono  Fort  Edward,  the  other  two  were  posted 
on  the  Mohawk  river,  near  Fort  Plank.  We  have  received 
no  supply  of  clothing  except  shoes.  You  will,  therefore,  «r, 
easily  figure  out  our  situation. 

"I  have  appointed  Wednesday  next  for  the  inspection  of 
the  brigade.  I  should  he  exceedingly  happy  to  have  any  in- 
structions the  baron  may  wish  to  give.  I  would  thank  Cap- 
tain Walker  and  Mr.  Fairlie  to  send  by  the  bearer  a  form  that 
I  may  copy  after  in  ray  returns.  If  they  will  send  a  retorn 
of  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  regiments  I  will  very  carefully 
pi-eaerve  the  original," 

In  1793  it  vas  Fish,  as  stated  in  the  preceding  chapter, 
who  surveyed  with  Steuben  the  neighborhood  of  New  Yorit 
for  suitable  forti 6 cations. 
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William  S.  Smith  was  one  of  Steuben's  most  steadfast 
friends,  bnt  was  only  for  a  short  time  attached  to  his  military 
staff.  We  found  no  particular  mention  made  of  the  date  when 
he  joined  Steuben  ;  but  it  must  have  been  before  July,  1781, 
at  which  time  he  was  appointed  aid-de-camp  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. Smith,  after  the  war,  first  lived  with  Steu- 
ben, and  in  the  beginning  of  1785  went  as  secretary  of  lega- 
tion to  England,  under  John  Adams,  whose  daughter  he  after- 
wards married.  His  correspondence  from  England  and  the 
continent,  with  Steuben,  fills  the  greater  part  of  volume  X. 
of  the  Steuben  papers ;  but  his  letters,  besides  his  friendly 
talk  and  the  ordinary  description  of  the  places  and  countries 
he  saw,  do  not  contain  much  of  general  interest.  After  his 
return  to  America  Smith  filled  high  oflices  in  the  Cincinnati 
Society,  having  been  secretary  from  1790  till  1793,  and  vice 
president  in  1794.  He  became  president  in  1804,  and  died  as 
Buch  on  the  10th  of  June,  1816.  We  give  here  only  two  ex- 
tracts of  his  letters,  one  of  which  shows  Smith's  feelings  to- 
ward Steuben,  and  the  other  refers  to  his  introduction  at  the 
English  court,  where  he  met  the  traitor  Arnold. 

"  It  gives  me  great  pain,  my  dear  general  and  friend,"  writes 
he  from  London,  on  the  15th  of  June,  1785,  "  to  find  you  de- 
scribing your  solitary  situation.  If  my  finances  would  justify 
my  fixing,  and  I  could  continue  to  flatter  myself  that  my  so- 
ciety would  be  pleasing,  you  should  never  want  a  companion 
in  amusement  or  a  sincere  friend  to  accompany  you  in  retire- 
ment ;  but  this  can  not  be,  unless  I  should  write  a  sensible 
love  letter  and  receive  a  favorable  answer." 

And  on  the  5th  of  July,  1785,  he  continued : 

"...  I  was  honored  by  an  introduction  to  her  Majes- 
ty the  queen.  Thus,  sir,  you  see  your  young  friend  removed 
from  the  elegant  simplicity  of  the  Louvre  into  the  gay  attract- 
ing circles  of  a  court ;  but  do  not  be  uneasy,  he  will  not  be 
captivated  by  it 

^'  On  the  22d  of  June  I  attended  a  levee  at  the  palace,  and 
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unoiig  the  nnt  apjieared  ibe  traitor  Antold  iu  full  Biitish  uni- 
form aa  a  general  oflioor.  Ho  conversed  with  but  one  gentle- 
m&n,  and  seemed  to  cxoit  hicasclf,  by  putting  on  a  plcasanl 
countennnce,  to  hide  the  lines  of  a  traitor  under  the  smiles  of 
a  courtier.  He  did  not  remain  long— that  is,  a  great  gpaco  of 
time — hut  it  was  quite  long  enough  to  disgj'aco  the  assembly, 
and,  in  my  view,  to  place  majesty  in  a  despicable  point  of 
KghL"  .... 

Here  wc  must  stop,  not  having  been  able  to  collect  more 
niDtei'iala  about  Steuben's  aidcs-de-cnmp  and  sub-inspectore. 

Wo  are  particularly  sorry  th.it  the  sources  of  infomiation 
ftbout  WiLUAii  DAViifd  of  Virginia,  the  most  efficient  of  Steu- 
ben's Bub-iiispectors  and  assistants,  aio  so  scanty.  In  spite  of 
all  uur  ondoa^'ors  wo  could  not  trace  the  particalare  of  tu> 
life  either  before  or  after  the  revolutionary  war.  He  has  de- 
served a  monument  for  himself,  for  he  did  more  than  is  com- 
iDonly  known,  with  that  unostentatioos  self-saorifice  whidl  » 
an  attribute  of  only  noble  characters. 

We  hope,  however,  that  the  biographical  sketches  ood- 
tained  in  this  chapter  will  be  conudered  sufficient  to  coovef 
an  adequate  idea  of  the  value  of  the  individuals  mentioned,  u 
well  as  of  their  general. 
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STBONO  AbMS. 

OTEUBEN'S  oountenance  displayed  a  combination  of  energy 
^  and  benevolence.  His  head  was  round,  his  forehead  large, 
his  nose  fine,  almost  aquiline,  and  a  piercing  hazel  eye  gave 
animation  to  his  face,  the  upper  part  of  which  was  remarkably 
expressive  of  the  strong  traits  of  his  character ;  but  his  mouth 
and  lips  did  not  correspond  with  the  general  manly  expression 
of  his  countenance.  In  dressing  liis  liair,  he  conformed  to  the 
singularly  slender  cue  of  Frederick  the  Great,  wliich,  with  a 
Blight  bend  of  the  shoulders,  indicated  the  universal  attention 
by  which  courtiers  and  officers  compliment  their  monarch  in 
imitating  the  minor  circumstances  of  dress  and  carriage. 

His  stature  was  about  five  feet  seven  inches  ;  his  carriage 
was  very  graceful  and  elevated,  without  being  affected  in  the 
slightest  degree ;  his  walk  was  slow  and  measured.  In  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  he  became  rather  portly. 

He  was  an  excellent  horseman.  Bishop  Ashbel  Greene, 
who  saw  him  at  the  affair  of  Connecticut  Farms,  in  June, 
1780,  says  of  him  :  "  Never  before,  or  since,  have  I  had  such 
an  impression  of  the  ancient  fabled  god  of  war  as  when  I 


638  LirX    OF    STSUBSV. 

looked  on  the  baron  ;  ho  seemed  to  me  a  perfeot  peflmmifioar 
tion  of  Mars.  Tlio  trappings  of  his  horse,  the  enormoas  hol- 
Bters  of  his  pistols,  his  largo  size,  and  his  strikingly  marUil 
aspect,  nil  seemed  to  fiivor  the  idea."* 

Steuben  was  rather  haughtj  in  his  bearing,  which  did  not 
in  the  least  diminish  his  frankness  and  cordiality  in  sociai  in* 
tercourse,  and  he  was  of  easy  access,  benevolent,  and  full  of  a 
high  sense  of  justice.  At  a  review  near  Morrbtown,  a  Lieuten- 
ant Gibbons,  a  bravo  and  good  officer,  was  arrested  on  the 
spot,  and  ordered  to  the  rear,  for  a  fiiult  which,  it  afterward 
appeared,  another  had  committed.  At  a  proper  moment  the 
commander  of  the  regiment  came  forward  and  informed  the 
baron  of  Mr.  Gibbons'  innocence,  of  his  worth,  and  of  his  acute 
feelings  under  his  unmerited  disgrace.  "Desire  Lieutenant 
Gibbons  to  come  to  the  front,  colonel.  Sir,"  said  the  baron, 
addressing  the  young  gentleman,  "  the  fault  which  was  com- 
mitted by  thro^^nng  the  line  into  confusion  might,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  an  enemy,  have  been  fatal ;  I  arrested  you  as  its  sup* 
posed  author,  but  1 4iave  reason  to  believe  that  I  was  mistaken, 
and  that,  in  this  instance,  you  were  blameless.  I  ask  your 
pardon  ;  return  to  your  command  ;  I  would  not  deal  unjustly 
toward  any  one,  much  less  toward  one  whose  character  as  an 
officer  is  so  respectable."  All  this  passed  with  the  baron's  hat 
off,  the  rain  pouring  on  his  venerable  head  !  Do  you  think 
there  was  an  officer  or  soldier  who  saw  it,  unmoved  by  affec- 
tion and  respect  ?     Not  one.* 

At  the  disbandment  of  the  revolutionaiy  ai-my,  when  in- 
mates of  the  same  tent  or  hut  for  seven  long  years  were  sep- 
arating, "  I  saw,"  says  North,  "  the  baron's  strong  endeavors 
to  throw  some  ray  of  sunshine  on  the  gloom,  to  mix  some 
drops  of  cordial  with  the  painful  draught.  To  go,  they  knew 
not  whither ;  all  recollection  of  the  art  of  thriving  by  civil  oc- 

*  The  Life  of  Aahbol  Greene,  by  Joseph  IT.  Jones,  New  York.     Robert 
Carter*  Brothers,  1844.     p.  109. 

f  Jamofl  Thacher's  Military  .TounuU,  Boston,  1827,  p.  410. 
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cnpations,  was  lost,  or  to  the  youthful  never  known.  To  go 
in  silence  and  alone,  and  poor  and  helpless — it  was  too  hard  ! 
To  a  stem  old  officer,  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  Cochrane,  from  the 
Green  mountains,  who  had  met  danger  and  difficulty  in  almost 
every  step  from  his  youth,  and  upon  whose  furrowed  visage  a 
tear  till  that  moment  had  never  fallen,  the  good  baron  said — 
what  could  be  said  to  lessen  deep  distress.  'For  myself,' 
said  Cochrane,  '  I  care  not ;  I  can  stand  it ;  but  my  wife  and 
daughters  are  in  the  garret  of  that  wretclied  tavern.  I  know 
not  where  to  remove,  nor  have  I  the  means  for  their  removal,' 
*  Come,  my  friend,'  said  the  baron,  '  let  us  go  ;  I  will  pay  my 
respects  to  Mrs.  Cochrane  and  your  daughters,  if  you  please.' 
I  followed  to  the  loft,  the  lower  rooms  being  all  filled  with 
soldiers,  with  drunkenness,  despair,  and  blasphemy.  And 
when  the  baron  left  the  poor  unhappy  cast-aways,  he  left  hope 
with  them,  and  all  he  had  to  give. 

"A  black  man,  with  wounds  unhealed,  wept  on  the  wharf, 
for  it  was  at  Xewburg  where  this  tragedy  was  acting.  There 
was  a  vessel  in  the  stream,  bound  to  the  place  where  he  once 
had  friends.  He  had  not  a  dollar  to  pay  his  passage,  and  he 
could  not  walk.  Unused  to  tears,  I  saw  them  trickle  down 
this  good  man's  cheeks  as  he  put  into  the  hands  of  the  black 
man  the  last  dollar  he  possessed.  The  negro  hailed  the  sloop, 
and  cried,  '  God  Almighty  bless  you,  master  baron  !'  "* 

In  his  habits  Steuben  was  popular  and  plain  ;  maneuvers 
were  his  recreations ;  he  liked  agricultural  labor,  horses,  and 
fiportuig  ;  books,  and  the  pleasures  of  social  company,  and  es- 
pecially in  the  domestic  circle  of  his  friends,  were  his  favorite 
amusements.  All  these  qualities,  in  a  man  of  his  station,  were 
apt  to  exert  a  great  influence  on  those  around  him ;  they 
worked  by  themselves,  they  captivated  everywhere,  and,  in- 
deed, it  seemed  that  their  effect  on  all  those  connected  with 
him  was  very  powerful.  He  never  lost  his  temper,  except 
when  greatly  provoked  by  grossness  or  culpable  negligence  of 

*  Thacher,  p.  418. 
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public  duty ;  in  general  he  had  a  remarkable  control  over  him- 
self, lie  was  temperate  in  his  habits,  bat  very  sodal,  and 
wherever  he  was  he  made  every  company  lively.  A  great 
&vorite  among  the  ladies,  he  was  in  every  respect  the  polite, 
obliging,  and  witty  gentleman  of  the  old  school.  Once,  at  the 
house  of  the  mother  of  Chancellor  Livingston,  he  was  intro- 
duced to  a  Miss  Sheaf,  an  amiable,  handsome,  and  interesting 
young  lady.  "  I  am  very  happy,"  said  he,  "  in  the  honor  of 
being  presented  to  yoy,  mademoiselle,  though  I  rco  it  is  at 
an  infinite  risk ;  I  have  from  my  youth  been  cautioned  to  guard 
myself  against  inischief  (Miss  Sheaf),  but  I  had  no  idea  tliut 
her  attractions  were  so  powerful." 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  revolutionary  general  about  whom 
so  many  anecdotes  are  told  as  Steuben.  Although  the  follow- 
ing story  may  bt3  an  invention,  as  Steuben,  so  far  as  we  know, 
was  never  able  to  eruploy  a  cook,  it  fiiirly  illustrates  what  Lis 
contemporaries  thought  of  his  wit  and  humor,  and  may  there- 
fore find  a  place  here. 

At  a  dinner  shortly  aft«r  the  resiguation  of  Mr.  Robert 
Morris,  as  financier  of  the  United  St.ites,  the  cause  of  which 
appeared  inexi>licable  to  the  conij)auy  present ;  "  to  nie,"  said 
Baron  Steuben,  "  there  appears  no  mystery.  I  will  illustrate 
my  sentiments  by  a  simple  narrative.  When  I  was  about  to 
quit  Paris  to  embark  for  the  United  States,  tlie  better  to  in- 
sure comfort  when  in  camp,  I  judged  it  of  importance  to  en- 
gage in  my  service  a  cook  of  celebrity.  The  American  army 
was  posted  at  Valley  Forge  when  I  joined  it.  Arrived  at  my 
quarters,  a  wagoner  presented  himself,  saying  that  he  was 
directed  to  attach  himself  to  my  train,  and  obey  my  orders. 
Commissaries  arriving  furnished  a  supply  of  beef  and  bread, 
and  retired.  My  cook  looked  round  him  for  utensils — indis- 
pensable, in  his  opinion,  for  preparing  a  meal — and,  finding 
none,  in  an  agony  of  despair  applied  to  the  wagoner  for  advice. 
'  We  cook  our  meat,'  ro plied  he, '  by  hanging  it  up  by  a  string, 
and  turning  it  belbre  a  good  fire  till  sufiiciently  roasted.'    The 
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next  day,  and  still  another  passed,  without  material  change. 
The  commissary  made  his  deposit.  My  cook  showed  the 
strongest  indications  of  uneasiness  by  shrugs  and  heavy  sigh- 
ing, but,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  oaths,  spoke  not  a  word 
of  complaint.  His  patience,  however,  was  completely  ex- 
hausted ;  he  requested  an  audience,  and  demanded  his  dismis- 
sal. 'Under  happier  circumstances,  mon  general,'  said  he,  *it 
would  be  my  ambition  to  serve  you,  but  here  I  have  no  chance 
of  showing  my  talents,  and  I  think  myself  obliged,  in  honor, 
to  save  your  expense,  since  your  wagoner  is  just  as  able  to 
tnm  the  string  as  I  am.'  Believe  me,  gentlemen,"  continued 
the  baron,  "the  Treasury  of  America  is,  at  present,  just  as 
empty  as  my  kitchen  was  at  Valley  Forge,  and  Mr.  Morris 
wisely  retires,  thinking  it  of  very  little  consequence  who  turns 
the  string?'** 

Steuben  was  never  married.  It  seems,  however,  that  he 
met  with  a  disappointment  in  early  life.  While  preparing  to 
remove  to  his  farm,  the  accidental  fall  of  a  portrait  of  a  most 
beautiful  young  woman,  from  his  cabinet,  which  was  picked 
up  by  his  companion  Tand  shown  to  him,  with  the  request  to  be 
told  from  whom  it  was  taken,  produced  a  most  obvious  emo- 
tion of  strong  tenderness,  and  the  pathetic  exclamation,  "  O, 
she  was  a  matchless  woman  !"  He  never  afterwards  alluded 
to  the  subject. 

Even  the  faults  of  his  character,  which  seemed  to  throw  a 
shadow  over  his  virtues,  were  not  such  as  to  lower  him  in  the 
consideration  of  his  contemporaries,  but  they  often  caused  him 
many  difficulties.  He  never  appreciated'  the  value  of  money. 
When  he  had  plenty  of  it,  he  gave  it  away  with  open  hands, 
regardless  of  the  consequences  to  himself.  "What  sums," 
says  North,  "however  large,  could  have  been  sufficient  for 
one  who  was  always  looking  around  for  worthy  objects,  whoso 
wants  might  be  relieved  ?  Never  did  a  review  or  an  inspec- 
tion pass  without  rewards  in  money  to  soldiers  whose  arais 

♦  Garden's  Anecdotes,  p.  344. 
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were  in  the  highest  order.  Never  was  his  table  imfflled  witk 
guests,  if  furnished  with  provimoDS.  Officers  of  rank,  men 
most  prominent  for  knowledge  and  attention  to  their  doty^ 
were  marked  for  invitation,  but  the  gentlemen  of  his  suite 
were  desired  to  complete  the  list  with  others  of  inferior  gradei 
^Poor  fellows,'  said  he,  'they  have  field  officers^  stomaohs 
without  their  rations.'  *'* 

'^  General  Washington,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  his 
liberality,  said,  on  this  occaaon,  to  a  friend,  who  repeated  it  to 
mc,f '  I  rejoice  that  Congress  has  given  to  so  excellent  a  patriot 
an  independency  by  an  annuity,  for  had  they  bestowed  a  spe- 
cific snm,  were  it  ten  times  the  amount,  the  generous  heart 
of  Steuben  would  keep  him  poor,  and  he  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility, die  a  beggar.' " 

All  the  difficulties  which  for  eight  long  years  he  had  with 
Congress — all  the  humiliations  ho  had  to  suffer  from  narrow- 
minded  men — must  be  attributed  to  his  cavalier  contempt  for 
moncv.  Had  he  been  a  shrewd  business  man,  an  officer  who 
speculated  in  war  like  merchants  in  any  staple  article,  he 
would  have  made  a  close  bargain,  and  secured  himself  a  firm 
stau  Jiug,  and  thrown  all  the  odium  of  his  money  negotiations 
upon  Congress,  which  was,  in  reality,  his  debtor  to  an  amount 
infinitely  larger  than  he  ever  owed ;  but,  by  neglecting  this 
ordinary  precaution,  he  left  it  in  the  power  of  that  same  Con- 
gress to  represent  him  to  the  popular  prejudice  as  an  unprin- 
cipled, greedy  adventurer,  who  had  devote<l  himself  to  the 
c:iuse  of  American  independence  merely  out  of  personal  and 
8elfi.sh  interest. 

A  last  glance  at  Steuben's  military  importance  and  we  have 
done. 

As  to  his  services,  he  is  inferior  to  none  of  the  revolution* 
ary  generals.  He  had  received  his  military  training  under 
Frederick  the  Great,  and  had  distinguished  himself  by  bril- 
liant exploits  as  well  as  by  his  talent  for  organization  and  drill 

*  North,  1. 0.  t  Oardon's  Anecdote^  345. 
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He  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  Seven  Years'  War,  he  hud 
filled  a  great  variety  of  offices  and  stations,  and  collected  in- 
valuable experience.  He  had  fought  in  the  bloodiest  battles, 
in  which  usually  more  men  were  killed  or  wounded  than 
Washinjrton  had  in  most  cases  under  his  command.  Thus  the 
American  struggle  must  have  been  light  work  for  him.  But 
it  was  very  important  to  have  a  man  as  commander  to  whom 
the  battles  here  were  nothing  but  skirmishes  when  compared 
with  the  Seven  Years'  War ;  who  knew  by  experience  at  Col- 
berg,  Schweidnitz,  Breslau,  Dresden,  Torgau  and  Prague, 
what  strategy  could  do ;  who  had  seen  the  fortified  camp  at 
Burkersdorf  and  the  defeats  at,Hochkirch  and  Landshut,  and 
who  had  been  obliged  to  master  in  his  mind  and  carry  into 
practice  the  conceptions  of  Frederick  the  Great,  Prince  Henry 
of  Prussia,  and  the  Duke  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick. 

For  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  art  of  war  as  it  is 
conducted  in  the  hostile  collisions  of  great  and  powerful 
States,  a  rich  experience  in  the  most  active  struggles  b  abso- 
lutely indispensable.  The  most  important  crisis  is  the  i)itched 
battle,  the  most  difficult  and  troublesome  is  the  organization 
of  the  army,  to  make  them  behave  bravely  and  resist  for  a 
certain  time  the  murderous  fire  of  the  batteries,  and  the  fear- 
ful impressions  of  the  battle. 

At  Monmouth  Steuben  brought  the  retiring  troops,  in  the 
midst  of  a  heavy  cannonade,  to  a  stand,  and  it  is  acknowledged 
as  a  special  proof  of  their  progress  in  discipline  that  they 
obeyed  him  as  well  in  the  fire  as  on  the  parade  ground,  and 
fought  like  veterans.  Stony  Point  was  taken  by  the  light 
infantry  which  Steuben  had  formed,  and  which  his  sub-inspect- 
or Fleury  led  to  the  attack.  When  West  Point  was  seriously 
threatened,  the  commander-in-chief  sent  Steuben  there  to  as- 
sist the  commandant  of  that  important  place  with  his  advice. 
Greene  took  the  command  of  the  southern  army  under  the 
express  condition  that  Steuben  should  organize  the  Virginia 
troops  and  prepare  them  for  battle.    Washington  wrote  on 
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this  occasion  to  Steuben,  that  in  the  general  chaos  of  the 
South  he  would  be  of  more  service  in  Yirgmia  than  in  the 
North,  much  as  his  presence  there  was  needed.  In  the  years 
1782  and  1783,  according  to  the  testimony  of  oompeteot 
judges,  the  American  infantry  was  equal  to  the  beat  troops 
of  the  time ;  even  the  French  officers  were  struck  with  admi- 
ration at  the  maneuvers  executed  in  their  presence  by  Steu- 
ben's soldiers. 

All  these,  and  other  illustrious  deeds,  abundantly  show 
how  effectual  Steuben's  exertions  proved  in  this  respect 
From  the  time  of  his  engagement  to  the  end  of  the  war,  there 
prevailed  an  electrifying  confidence  in  final  success,  which  in 
no  small  degree  was  due  to  the  effect  produced  by  Steuben's 
services  in  the  camp  and  in  the  field.  This  preeminently  im- 
portant part  of  his  activity  has  usually  been  too  much  over- 
looked in  this  country,  while  on  the  other  hand  it  has  always 
been  acknowledged  that  lie  has  performed  conspicuous  ser- 
vices as  a  disciplinarian,  organizer  and  inspector.  At  the  time 
when,  and  iii  an  army  in  which  every  tiling  was  threatening 
to  dissolve  into  absolute  chaos,  he  succeeded  in  bringing  order 
out  of  the  geneml  confusion,  in  accustoming  the  soldiers  to 
yield  punctilious  obedience  to  orders,  in  awakening  in  thein 
the  consciousness  of  their  supenority  when  disciplined  and 
organized.  In  former  wars  the  American  soldiera  had  fought, 
single  handed,  in  unorganized  bands ;  but  now  they  had,  for 
the  first  time,  to  carry  on  the  war  against  an  array  organized 
after  the  European  fashion. 

It  was,  therefore,  a  most  fortunate  circumstance  that  they 
were  formed  and  drilled  mainly  according  to  the  Prussian 
system.  In  the  eighteenth  century  the  officers  of  the  Prussian 
army  were  celebrated  as  experienced  tacticians,  as  excellent 
masters  in  the  ait  of  military  evolutions,  as  good  instructors 
and  generals  in  maneuvering;  they  were  therefore  invited 
ever}'where  as  instructors  of  the  European  armies.  For  in- 
stance Yon  Alvensteben  went  in  that  capacity  to  Spain,  Count 
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De  La  Lippe  to  Portugal ;  Von  Siilis  to  Naples ;  Schornburg 
and  Bruce,  who  had  been  instructed  in  Prussia,  to  England, 
and  a  councless  number  to  Russia  ever  since  the  time  of  Peter 
the  Great.  In  this  way  the  rules  of  training  and  drilling, 
adopted  by  Frederick  William  I.,  may  be  called  the  basis  of 
all  the  military  regulations  in  the  world. 

The  science  of  war,  after  the  abolition  of  the  "Lnnds- 
knechts"  and  "  Condottieri"  systems  in  the  sixteenth  and  sev- 
enteenth centuries,  was  at  first  cultivated  by  the  Dutch,  under 
the  iBgis  of  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  in  regard  to  regular 
service,  the  elementary  principles  of  tactic  and  of  discipline — 
the  three  most  important  features  in  standing  aimies.  Then 
the  Swedes,  under  Gustavus  Adolphus,  became  the  masters 
of  the  world,  and  remained  so  till  the  reign  of  Charles  XII. 
Then  it  was  Brandenburg  and  Prussia  which  excelled  in  the 
strategical  art  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  the  Swedes,  and 
improved  it  in  the  most  commendable  way,  becoming  the  first 
masters  in  the  art  of  drilling  the  soldiers  and  exercising  them 
111  regular  evolutions.  Frederick  William  I.  had  inspired  the 
whole  body  of  his  officers  with  that  spirit  by  which  it  is  pos- 
sible to  complete  the  difficult  organization  of  an  army  in  a 
Tery  short  time.  The  special  reviews  which  existed  at  the 
time  that  Steuben  was  an  officer  in  the  IVussian  army  (1747- 
1763)  were  so  severe  and  critical,  that  even  the  youngest  offi- 
cer necessarily  acquired  the  clearest  insight  into  the  condition 
of  the  troops,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  best  way  of 
improving  the  discipline. 

The  Americans  therefore  were  verv  fortunate  in  remodel- 
ing  their  army  after  the  best  authority,  by  placing  Steuben, 
a  graduate  of  such  a  school,  at  the  head  of  their  military  or- 
ganization. Steuben  was  well  aware  that  the  recruiting  sys- 
tem hitherto  practiced  was  in  no  way  adapted  to  the  object 
of  the  war.  He  accordingly  exerted  himself  to  give  to  the 
aiTiy  a  different  organization,  far  superior  in  its  character,  and 
founded  on  the  principles  of  the  militia  system.  The  great  value 
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of  Steaben's  exertions  being  directed  to  this  pnedoil  bnneh 
of  the  organization — the  very  groundwork  of  a  good  annj — 
will  appear  more  evident,  when  we  consider  that  tbe  Fieooh 
were  little  qualified  for  this  kind  of  service;  that  Genenl 
Conway  was  an  intriguer,  and  personal  enemy  of  WashingUNH, 
and  that  the  latter,  as  commander-in-chief,  had  too  many  other 
duties  to  be  able  to  devote  his  attention  to  the  discipline  of  the 
army.  Steuben  further  successfully  managed  to  raise  the  abifity 
of  his  militia  soldiers  to  a  high  degree  of  perfection.  He  liked, 
therefore,  afterwards  to  compai*e  himself  with  the  generals, 
who,  in  the  commencement  of  the  French  BevolutioD,  were 
the  chiefs  of  insurgent  armies.*  At  the  same  time,  like.Pioli, 
Laroche  Jacquclin,  Schill  and  Cabrera,  he  exhibited  his  em- 
inent talent,  even  in  a  foreign  country,  tiot  only  to  concen- 
trate his  forces  by  means  of  a  superior  organization,  but  also 
to  direct  their  attacks  against  the  enemy,  in  order  to  secure 
the  best  advantage  to  himself. 

The  plans  of  attacks  and  sieges  in  the  war  of  indepen- 
dence leave  no  doubt  that  the  strong  positions  on  the  coast, 
mostly  on  little  peninsulas,  their  sieges  and  defenses,  and  also 
the  long  lino  of  defense  along  the  rivers  and  swamps,  formed 
the  most  important  meshes  of  the  strategical  net,  which,  lie- 
sides  its  extensive  dimensions,  chiefly  prevented  the  £nglish 
from  permanently  subduing  any  considerable  portion.  The 
chief  requisite  has  evidently  been  to  occupy  said  lines  with  suffi- 
cient forces,  and  always  to  have  strong  corps  in  readiness  for 
blockading  the  English  forts  on  the  shore,  in  order  to  render 
the  English  incapable  of  currying  on  the  war  any  longer,  as 
Franklin  expressed  himself  very  significantly.  Now  it  can  not 
be  denied  that  Steuben,  who  had  studied  under  Frederick  the 
Great  the  system  of  temporizing,  from  1759  to  1762,  was  the 
very  man  for  that  emergency. 

*D.  Von  Biilow.    Der  Froistaat  von  Nord-Auierika  ia  sdnem  neuerten 
Zustande,  Berlin,  1797,  vol  ii.   84. 
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It  18,  moreover,  a  fact  that  Steuben,  brought  np,  and  hon- 
orably distingubhed  as  ho  was  among  the  most  prominent  offi- 
cers of  the  time,  was  serviceable  as  an  excellent  model  of  a 
perfect  soldier.  Free  from  intrigue  or  reserve,  he  did  his  duty 
spontaneoasly  from  motives  of  honorable  personal  ambition. 
He  needed  no  other  incentive  to  exert  himself  with  all  his 
energy  day  and  night  in  the  interest  of  the  service.  At  the 
same  time  that  he  was  a  frank,  open-hearted  soldier,  he  was 
always  ready  to  uphold  his  authority,  sword  in  hand.  His 
oensure  was  severe ;  he  was  unrelenting  toward  the  ncgligeiiib ; 
bat,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  always  ready  to  acknowledge 
and  reward  true  merit.  Such  men  will  disappoint  the  lazy 
and  ineit,  but  their  efficiency  is  great  whenever  large  bodies 
of  men,  accidentally  united,  are  to  be  drilled  to  act  together 
in  good  order. 

If  there  is  any  trait  that  shows  his  noble  character  in  its 
true  light,  it  is  the  readiness  with  which  Steuben  acknowl- 
edges the  merits  of  others  and  puts  them  above  his  own  ;  tlie 
pleasure  he  feels  at  every  brave  deed,  and  the  simplicity  and 
self-abnegation  with  which  he  works,  steadfastly  and  unosten- 
tatiously, in  his  difficult  department. 

"  Steuben's  merits,"  says  Judge  Richard  Peters,  in  a  letter 
to  Alexander  Garden,*  "  have  never  been  duly  appreciated. 
Our  army  was  but  a  meritorious,  irregular  band,  before  his 
creation  of  discipline.  His  de}X)rtment  and  personal  conduct 
were  particularly  under  my  observation.  One  fact  to  prove  his 
usefulness  will  go  further  than  a  thousand  words.  In  the  es- 
timates of  the  War  Office  we  always  allowed  five  thousand 
muskets  beyond  the  actual  numbers  of  our  muster  of  the 
whole  army.  It  was,  in  early  times,  never  sufficient  to  guard 
against  the  waste  and  misapplication  that  occurred.  In  the 
last  inspection  returns  of  the  main  army,  before  I  left  the  War 
Depaitment,  Baron  Steuben  being  then  inspector  general,  only 
three  muskets  were  deficient,  and  those  accounted  for." 

*  Ganlun's  Anecdotos,  p.  341. 


Stoiibon  occHpio»l  nn  eiaUeil  position  in  tlie  oonntry  of  hii 
adoiAioD.whoii  cntnprtred  with  Lee,  Gates,  Conway  and  otiiw 
intripiiprg;  tbongli  foreign  born,  he  remained  always  Bttnchcd 
to  tliis  cuiintrj-.  ITe  was  n  most  EealouH  and  fiUlhfid  )iHtriot, 
nltliongh  Congi-css  treated  liim  with  little  con^doration.  Even 
lifter  the  conclusion  of  the  jieace,  he  did  not  ccixsa  to  devote 
hia  time  to  the  welfiire  of  the  ropublie.  He  drew  a  plan  for 
the  establishment  of  a  national  military  school ;  he  published 
K  pamphlet  setting  forth  his  ideas  of  the  creation  of  a  militia; 
lu'  wrote  about  the  funding  eystem  of  State  debts,  and  even 
in  the  East  months  of  hla  life,  undertook  personally  to  csploro 
the  wilderness  of  the  West  for  convenient  places  of  fortifica- 
tion against  any  invasion  of  a  foreign  enemy.  These  various 
branches  of  his  usefulness  in  public  aftmr^^,  refute  better  than 
any  long  argument  iho  absurd  idea  that  Steuben  was  nothing; 
but  a  drill  sergeant,  who  did  not  understand  the  higher  branches 
of  the  military  art.  In  short,  he  was  in  eveiy  respect  the  best 
and  most  efficient  general  after  Washington  and  Greene,  and 
worthy  of  the  friendship  and  high  esteem  they  both  felt  toward 
him. 

If  Washington  mast  be  called  the  head  nnd  soul  of  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  Steuben  may  be  considered  as  one  of 
its  strongest  arms,  as  the  efficient  instrument  which  served  to 
carry  out  into  practice  the  projects  which  Washington  ooo- 
oeived.  He  is,  therefore,  fully  entitled  to  an  honorable  and 
enduring  place  in  the  history  of  the  American  people. 
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The  author  did  not  think  himself  entitled  to  make  any  alterations  or 
corrections  either  in  the  French  or  in  the  English  documents  contained 
in  tliis  Appendix.  The  letters  marked  *,  are  translated  from  the  Gor- 
man and  French. 
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n. 

BENJAMIN  rRAMKLIN  TO  GENERAL  WASHINOTON. 

Pa88t,  SepUmbtr  4M,  1777. 
Sm, — The  gentleman  who  will  have  the  honor  of  waiting  upon  you 
with  this  letter  is  tlie  Baron  De  Steuben,  lieutenant  general  in  the 
King  of  Prussia's  service,  whom  ho  attended  in  all  his  campaigns,  being 
his  aid-de-camp,  quarter-master  general,  etc.  He  goes  to  America  with 
a  true  zeal  for  our  cause,  and  a  view  of  engaging  in  it  and  rendering  it 
all  the  service  in  his  power.  He  is  recommended  to  us  by  two  of  tlw 
best  judges  of  military  merit  in  this  country,  Messrs.  les  Comtes  De  Ver- 
gennes  et  De  St  Germain,  who  have  long  been  personally  acquainted 
with  him,  and  interest  themselves  in  promoting  his  voyage  from  the  full 
persuasion  that  the  knowledge  and  experience  he  has  acquired  by 
twenty  years'  study  and  practice  in  the  Prussian  school  may  be  of  great 
use  in  our  armies.  I,  therefore,  can't  but  recommend  bini  warmly  to 
your  Excellency,  wishii^  that  our  service  may  be  made  agreeable  to 
him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.,  Franklin. 


III. 

RODERIQUE   HORTALEZ  (bEAUMARCHAIS)  TO  ROBERT  MORRIS,  FOR  CONGRESS. 

Pakib,  September^  17T7. 

Messieurs, — Le  temoYgnage  que  j'ai  I'honneur  de  vous  rendre  du 
murite  et  des  grands  talents  niilitaires  de  Mr.  le  baron  do  Steuben, 
marechal  de  la  cour  de  S.  A.  S.  le  prince  regnant  de  Hohenzollem  et  ci- 
devant  aide-de-camp  du  roi  de  Prusse,  aide  major  general  de  ses  armees, 
ajouterait  peu  de  chose  au  coaipte  qui  vous  en  est  rendu  par  MM.  Deane 
et  Franklin,  si  Ic  dcsir  de  les  en  instruire  moi-mt^me  ne  m'eut  mis  a 
porti?e  de  discuter  le  meritc  de  cet  ofTicier  avec  les  plus  grands  gent- 
raux  que  nous  ayons  et  si  I'hommage  neanmoina,  que  Ton  doit  a  ses 
connaissances  dan3  I'art  de  la  guerre  n'avait  pas  engage  tons  les  grands 
personages  qui  vous  aiment  dans  ce  pays-ci,  de  se  joindro  k  moi  pour  le 
determiner  a  rcvcnir  d'AUemagiie,  oii  il  etait  retourno  apres  avoir  in- 
fmctueusemcnt  entretenu  vos  deputes. 

L'art  de  fairo  la  guerre  avec  succ^s  6tant  le  fruit  du  courage  combin6 
avoc  la  prudence,  les  lumi^res  et  rexperience,  nn  compagnon  d'armes  du 
grantl  Frederic  et  qu'il  ne  la  pas  quitte  pendant  22  ans  nous  p;irait  a 
tons  un  des  hommcs  les  plus  propres  i  seconder  Mr.  de  Washington 
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poor  lequel  Mr.  le  baron  de  Steuben  a  la  plus  haute  consideration  et 
BOOS  les  drapeaux  du  quel  11  s'honore  de  servir  la  cause  de  la  liberty 


rv. 

♦  STEFBEN  TO  BARON  DE  FBANKj   AT  nBCniNQEN. 

Gamp  off  New  Wikdbob,  ox  thb  Nortu  Bitbo,  July  4, 1779. 

This  is,  my  dear  friend,  the  fifth  letter  which  I  address  to  you  from 
this  part  of  the  world.  As  I  have  not  received  a  single  answer  to  the 
present  day,  I  am  afraid  that  my  letters  have  not  come  to  your  hand. 
Two  vessels,  in  which  I  sent  packages  for  Europe*,  have  been  taken  by 
the  English ;  two  others,  carrying  letters  to  you  and  another  friend  of 
mine,  I  have  not  heard  from,  and  I  fear,  from  your  silence,  tliat  they 
too  have  been  lost.  This  letter  will  be  forwarded  by  Mr.  Gerard,  the 
minister  of  France,  and  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  wDl  reach  you,  I  will  re- 
peat, as  nearly  as  I  can,  all  that  I  said  to  you  in  detail  in  my  former 
letters. 

My  first  letter  to  you  was  written  at  Boston,  about  five  weeks  after 
my  arrival  on  tliis  continent  It  contained  tlie  narrative  of  my  voyage, 
and  of  all  the  incidents  from  which  I  had  to  suffer.  A  better  descrip- 
tion of  a  storm  will  be  found  in  any  book  than  I  .could  give.  I  will  only 
say  that  we  had  two  of  them,  very  violent — one  in  the  Mediterranean, 
off  the  African  coast,  the  other  off  the  coast  of  New  Caledonia.  Each 
lasted  three  days ;  both,  and  especially  the  first,  damaged  so  much  our 
frigate  that  our  naval  officers  became  very  much  disheartened.  Add  to 
these  trifles,  that  the  forecastle  of  the  ship  was  three  times  on  fire,  tiiat 
we  had  seventeen  hundredweight  of  gunpowder  on  board,  and  that  a 
mutiny  of  the  crew  made  it  necessary  for  us  to  fight,  fourteen  against 
eighty-four,  in  order  to  secure  tiie  chiefs  of  the  rebels ;  and,  also,  tiiat  it 
took  sixty-six  days,  in  the  most  dangerous  season,  to  make  the  passage 
— and  you  will  imagine  that  this  voyage  was  one  of  the  hardest  ever 
known. 

The  more  disastrous,  however,  the  passage,  the  more  flattering  was 
my  arrival  in  America.  We  arrived  on  the  1st  of  December,  1777,  at 
Portsmouth,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire.  Before  entering  the  port, 
I  ordered  my  secretary  to  go  ashore  in  a  boat,  and  to  inform  the  com- 
mander of  the  place  of  my  arrival  General  Langdon,  the  commander, 
came  on  board  himself,  to  take  me  and  my  officers  ashore  in  his  boat 
While  we  were  landing,  we  were  saluted  by  tiie  guns  from  the  fortress, 
and  from  all  tiie  ships  in  the  port  Several  thousand  of  the  inhabitants 
welcomed  me  in  the  most  flattering  manner.  Mr.  Langdon  took  us  to 
bis  house  to  dine ;  in  tiie  njeantime,  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  place 
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crowded  together  "  to  see  the  elephmt^"  (as  the  Qennan  poet^  Qdlai^ 
in  his  fabled^  says.) 

Although  exhausted  by  the  hardships  of  the  voyage,  I  went  the  next 
day  to  examine  the  fortifications ;  on  the  following  day  I  reviewed  the 
troops  of  the  garrison,  and  on  the  fourth  day  I  set  oat  for  Boston,  hf 
land. 

The  reception  at  Boston  was  as  flattering  to  me  as  that  at  Ports- 
mouth.  I  met  there  the  celebrated  Mr.  Haucock,  formerly  president  of 
Congress.  He  communicated  to  me  an  order  of  Congress  that  eveiy 
preparation  should  be  made  to  make  me  and  my  snite  comfortaUe  on 
the  journey  to  Yorktown,  where  the  Congress  was  then  in  session.  He 
Hancock  himself)  with  great  care,  made  all  the  necessary  arraQgement& 
Carriages,  sleighs,  and  saddle-horses  were  procured ;  five  n^roes  were 
assigned  to  us  as  grooms  and  drivers,  also  an  agent  to  prepare  quarten 
and  procure  provisions.  As  I  had  left  Paris  with  only  one  servant  and 
a  cook,  I  engaged  two  English  servants  as  field  equipage  for  me  and  my 
officers.  Wliile  at  Boston  I  wrote  you  my  first  letter,  and  enclosed  in 
it  a  letter  to  the  Prince  of  HohcnzoIIem-Hochingen. 

Tlio  arrangements  of  my  equipage  detained  me  more  than  five  weeks 
in  Boston,  so  that  I  could  not  set  out  for  Yorktown  before  the  14th  of 
Jaiiuar}'.  I  was  received  there  with  the  most  distinguislied  attentions. 
A  house  AVJis  reserved  for  my  use,  and  a  guard  of  honor  placed  before 
the  door.  Tlie  day  after  my  arrival,  Congress  inquired,  through  a  com- 
mittee of  tliree  memb(;rs,  the  tcnns  on  which  I  proposed  to  enter  the 
ser\'ico.  ^fy  answer  was,  tliat  I  liad  no  wish  to  make  any  arrange- 
ments or  tenns ;  that  I  wished  to  make  the  campaign  as  a  volunteer, 
desiring  neither  rank  nor  pay  for  myself,  and  only  commissions  for  the 
officers  of  my  suite.  This  was  agreed  to  by  Congress,  as  I  had  expect- 
ed. A  resolution  of  thanks,  in  the  most  obliging  terms,  was  returned, 
witli  an  offer  of  defraying  all  my  expenses.  My  officers  received  their 
commissions,  and  even  my  secretary  was  gratified  with  the  rank  and 
the  pay  of  a  captain. 

I  will  here  observe,  that  in  the  military  organization  of  the  States, 
the  highest  rank  is  that  of  major  general  General  Washington  is  the 
oldest  major  general,  being  at  the  same  time  invested,  in  his  quality  of 
commander-in-chief,  with  all  the  privileges  of  a  general  field  marshal 
in  Europe.  His  authority  is  as  unlimiterl  as  that  of  a  Stadtholder  in 
Holland  can  bo.  The  other  major  generals,  whose  number  does  not  at 
present  surpass  nine,  are  the  commanders  of  corps,  armies,  wings  and 
<li visions.  Miijor  G-cnoral  Gates  is  coinman«ler  of  the  northern  army, 
C5eneral  Lincoln  of  the  southern  army,  and  General  Sullivan  of  the 
forces  against  the  Indians.  All  are  under  the  orders  of  the  commander- 
in-chief.  The  second  rank  is  that  of  a  general  of  brigade.  They  are 
the  commanders  of  brigades,  like  the  major  generals  in  European  armiesL 
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Upon  my  arrival  in  the  camp,  I  was  again  the  object  6[  more  boD* 
ors  than  I  was  entitled  to.  General  Washington  came  several  miles  to 
meet  me  on  the  road,  and  accompanied  me  to  my  quarters,  where  I 
found  an  officer  with  twenty-five  men  as  a  guard  of  honor.  When  I 
declined  this,  saying  that  I  wished  to  be  considered  merely  as  a  volun- 
teer, the  general  answered  me  in  the  politest  words,  that  **  The  whole 
army  would  be  gratified  to  stand  sentinel  for  such  volunteers."  He  in- 
troduced me  to  Major  General  Stirling  and  several  other  generals.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonels  Temant  and  Major  Walker  were  both  appointed  by 
Congress  as  my  adjutant  generals.  On  the  same  day  my  name  was 
given  as  watchword.  The  following  day  the  army  was  mustered,  and 
General  Washington  accompanied  me  to  review  it.  To  be  brief,  if 
Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick,  or  the  greatest  field  marslial  of  Eu- 
rope, had  been  in  my  place,  he  could  not  have  been  received  with 
greater  marks  of  honor  than  I  was. 

My  service  as  volunteer  did  not  last  longer  than  five  weeks,  in  the 
course  of  which  I  disciplined  and  drilled  the  army  and  introduced  sev- 
eral regulations,  which  were  so  highly  approved  that  on  the  27th  of 
April  I  was  appointed  major  general,  and  received  the  commission  as 
inspector  general  of  all  the  armies.  My  pay  was  fixed  to  16,400  francs 
(about  $3,300) ;  besides  that,  all  the  expenses  of  my  service  and  table 
are  to  be  provided  for  by  a  special  agent.  Congress  has  ordered  for 
my  personal  service  twenty-two  horses,  and  for  my  guard  one  captain 
of  horse,  two  heutenants  and  forty  dragoons.  Besides  these,  my  adju- 
tants and  officers  receive,  according  to  their  rank,  provisions  for  men 
and  horses.  Two  adjutant  generals,  two  adjutant  inspectors,  receiving 
their  pay  from  Congress,  are  placed  under  my  orders ;  and  moreover, 
Major  Des  Epiniers,  a  nephew  of  the  celebrated  Beaumarchais,  and  the 
Marquis  De  BritUne,  major  in  this  army,  are  my  adjutants. 

The  more  flattering  such  distinctions  must  appear,  the  more  sa- 
cred are  my  obligations  to  make  myself  worthy  of  them.  As  far  as 
my  bodily  and  mental  powers  av^ail,  I  will  exert  myself  incessantly  to 
promote  the  accomplishment  of  tlic  desire  of  a  nation  which  has  hon- 
ored me  with  such  unlimited  confidence.  No  difficulty,  no  pain,  no 
danger  can  or  shall  check  my  energy  or  zeaL  The  sphere  of  my  activ- 
ity is  immense;  about  the  eighth  part  of  the  world  will  be  benefit- 
ed by  the  success  of  our  cause.  Thanks  be  to  God,  there  is  every 
reason  to  be  confident  of  it.  I  should  be  happy  to  die  for  a  nation  that 
has  placed  such  confidence  in  me.  Thus  far  will  my  exertions  have 
been  successful,  and  I  may  well  say  that  the  confidence  of  the  army  in 
me  is  increasing  every  day.  At  tlie  battle  of  Monmouth,  last  year,  I 
commanded  on  the  left  wing  of  the  first  line,  and  I  was  fortunate 
enough  to  decide  the  day  to  our  advantage.  And  in  all  the  skirmishes 
of  the  last  and  the  present  campaign,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  every 
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loldier  was  fbU  of  bimray  wbi&a  Afjbting  under  n^  iwmmwid.  iMfe 
winter  I  drew  up  the  ordinanoe  regnlaUng  the  inftatrj  and  oviaky, 
which  was  immediatelj  adopted  and  pobliahed. 

CJongrees  ezpresaed  their  aatiafaotioD.  in  a  higfa^  nm^wwfmM^^ 
letter,  published  in  ail  the  papen^  and  made  me  a  praaoit  of  two  fina 
Eni^iah  horaee  aad  a  sum  of  $4,000.  Eyery  one  of  mj  atJUoftanti^  and 
evea  of  my  secretaries^  receiyed  a  gratification.  I  pained  the  winter 
in  Philadelphia.  On  the  4th  of  Januaiy  Congress  appointed  ma  a  mem- 
ber of  the  War  Department  On  the  26th  of  March  I  set  out  to  join 
the  army.  During  my  stay  at  Philadelphia,  I  became  very  intimate 
with  Mr.  Gerard,  the  Prench  minister,  whose  departure  for  Eurqw  I 
Tery  much  regretted.  He  honored  me  with  a  visit  in  the  oamp^  where 
he  came  expressly  for  that  purpose.  He  was  received  vrith  all  the  hon* 
ora  of  an  ambasttdor.  On  the  day  after  his  arrival,  I  <»dered  »  ma- 
neuver with  eight  regiments  of  infimtry  and  sixteen  gunai  After  tfaii 
military  display,  he,  in  company  with  the  conmiander-iahohie^  and  all 
the  other  gonerals  and  colonels,  more  than  sixty  persona^  partook  of  a 
dinner  in  my  quarters. 

I  am  now  making  a  tour  to  inspect  all  the  regiments  and  to  intro- 
duce the  regulations  adopted  in  my  ordinance.  Every  thing  passes  on 
very  well.  I  am  now  tlie  fifth  general  in  rank ;  the  prospect  is  indeed 
bright  enough  to  gratify  any  ambition,  unless,  perhaps^  a  fever  or  half 
an  ounce  of  lead  interrupt  my  course.  After  two  or  three  years*  toil 
and  exertion,  dear  friend,  wc  shall  meet^  perhaps,  in  Paris^  and  settle 
the  point  whether  we  shall  live  together  in  Europe  or  in  America.  0, 
dearest  friend,  why  have  we  thus  idled  away  our  time  ?  Two  yeara^ 
labor,  in  disregard  of  danger  and  hardship,  may  open  a  fair  prospect  to 
a  man  of  energy  1  Experience  has  proved  it,  and  I  can't  foi^ve  my- 
self my  former  indolence. 

What  a  beautiful,  what  a  happy  country  this  is  I  Without  kings, 
without  prelates,  without  blood-sucking  farmers  of  the  revenue,  and 
without  a  lazy  nobility  1  Here  every  one  feels  happy.  Poverty  is  an 
unknown  evil.  It  would  be  too  circumstantial  to  give  you  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  happiness  of  this  people  I 

Please  hand  the  inclosed  packet  to  the  most  excellent  of  princes, 
and  tell  him  that  I  could  not  feel  perfectly  happy  before  having  given 
him  convincing  proofs  of  my  gratitude.  My  manifold  duties,  and  the 
insecurity  of  the  sea,  have  prevented  me  from  doing  it  until  now.  Be- 
fore starting  from  Philadelphia,  however,  I  have  given  orders  to  a  cer- 
tain Mr.  Robert  Morris,  to  make  a  complete  collection  of  all  the  trees  in 
North  America — ^there  are  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  sorts  of 
them — and  to  send  three  or  four  of  each  sort  to  the  address  of  Mr. 
Gktrard,  at  Paris,  next  fall,  who  has  promised  to  forward  the  ooQectiona 
to  Straasburg,  and  to  inform  his  Hig^eas  of  the  matter.    AhkeooUeo- 


APPBKDIX.  66f 

tkm  was  forwarded  this  spring  to  the  Kmg  of  France,  by  the  same  Mr. 
Robert  Morris. 

I  told  you  that  I  could  employ  Mr.  Schleitheim,  although  it  is  dif- 
ficult)  without  a  knowledge  of  the  English  language,  to  succeed  in  the 
service.  I  have  become  pretty  well  acquainted  with  it  myself.  To 
confess  the  truth,  however,  I  must  tell  you  that  six  foreign  officers  here 
give  me  more  trouble  than  two  hundred  American  ones.  Most  of  the 
foreigners  have  already  lost  all  credit,  and  it  becomes  from  day  to  day 
more  difficult  to  engage  any  foreign  officer.  A  considerable  number  of 
Gkrman  barons  and  French  marquises  have  left  the  country,  and  I  al- 
ways feel  uneasy  when  a  baron  or  a  marquis  is  introduced.  We  are 
fiving  in  a  republic,  dear  friend — here  the  baron  is  not  a  farthing  more 
valued  than  Master  tTacob  or  Mister  John  is,  and  such  a  state  of 
things  is  very  unpalatable  to  the  taste  of  a  German  or  French  baron. 
Our  general  of  artillery  was  formerly  a  book-binder  at  Boston,  a  worthy 
man,  who  understands  his  business  perfectly  well,  and  fulfills  his  duties 
▼ery  commendably. 

The  Baron  De  Kalb  and  myself  are  now  the  only  German  generals 
in  the  American  army,  and  Kalb,  who  has  a  yearly  income  of  30,000 
firancs,  in  France,  will  resign  at  the  end  of  the  present  campaign. 

To  conclude  with  my  plans,  I  will  tell  you  what  I  think  of  the 
future.  Either  I  shall  see  the  end  of  the  war  in  the  service,  or  perish 
by  it  I  do  not  think  England  will  be  able  to  play  the  game  for  two 
years  longer.  After  it  has  been  fought  out  my  duty  will  be  to  organize 
the  army  and  militia  on  the  same  footing  in  all  the  States.  After  that 
I  shall  settle  my  accounts  with  Congress.  All  this  can  be  accomplished 
by  three  years*  exertion,  provided  life  and  health  do  not  fail — ^perseve- 
rance, energy  and  courage  will  never  fail  And  should  all  this  be  ao» 
compUshed,  I  will  meet  you  in  Europe,  dear  friend,  and  we  shall  de- 
cide whether  we  shall  in  future  dine  in  Paris  or  in  Philadelphia. 

V. 

JOHK   TERNANT  TO   STEUBEN. 

Camp  sus  les  bords  du  Ogourbciikk,  JiovenUnr  28, 1778. 

Malgr^  tons  mes  efforts  et  ma  diligence,  je  n'ai  pu  me  rendre  k 
Charleston  que  le  18  de  ce  mois.  J'avais  ^  peine  commence  k  me  fa- 
miliariser  avec  les  importants  du  pays  et  k  songer  serieusement  aux 
travaux  de  ma  mission  lorsqu'on  re9ut  la  nouvelle  de  I'invasion  de  la 
Georgie  pour  une  partie  des  troupes  de  la  Floride  sous  les  ordres  des 
Colonels  Prescot  et  Fuser.  Nous  partlmes  la  mdme  nuit  avec  le  Gen- 
eral Howe  pour  nous  rendre  k  grandes  joum^es  k  Tendroit  ou  le  danger 
paraissait  le  plus  inmiinent  et  nous  arriv&mes  bier  matin  an  camp 

28* 
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Atn^ricain  fbnn6  et  retrandi^  i  la  t^te  d'une  ddfilte  oft  on  sb  ptopowdt 
d'ftiT^ter  lea  mouyements  do  rennemi  Nous  i^prlmes  le  mtae  jour 
que  leB  Anglais  se  rctiraieDt  et  cette  noaveile  se  confirmait  ce  matiii.  Je 
profite  d'ua  moment  de  loisir  pour  vnos  donner  one  id6e  do  notre  situ* 
ation,  et  do  la  politique  civile  et  militairo  dea  Georgieu^  etc  Ceat 
loiyoura  oelle  dea  Amdricains  et  tous  Gonnaiases  d^  leor  maaitee 
de  guerroyer  dans  le  nord;  mais  dans  oes  contrdes  mdridionalea  on 
Femporte  dc  beauconp  en  negligence,  Icnteur  et  confusion.  Depuia  la 
oommencement  de  la  guerre  lea  Fioridiens  n'ont  cesad  de  fidre  dea  m- 
Tasions  dans  oet  ^tat  et  do  retrdcir  annueUemcnt  sea  limited  lb 
a*6taient  enfin  empards  de  tout  ce  qui  est  au  sudonest  de  la  rinte 
Altamalift,  y  avaient  etabli  des  postes  et  mena^aient  de  lil  Ic  reste  de  la 
Georgie  d'une  invasion  certaine,  lorsque  T^t^  dernier  le  Odndral  Howe 
avec  les  troupes  oontinentalos  ct  le  gouvemeur  de  oet  ^tat  avec  ses 
milices  sans  aucune  preparation  se  portdrent  sur  I'ennemi,  lui  en  impo- 
B^rent  je  ne  sais  comment  ct  le  forc6rent,  on  pour  mieux  dire,  le  decide- 
rent  k  se  rdplier  do  poste  en  postc  jusqu  u  la  frontiere  primitive.  L'in- 
ddmenoe  et  Tinsalubrite  de  ces  climats  dans  lea  chaleurs  caniculaires,  les 
disputes  aussi  v6h6mentcs  que  minutieuses  sur  le  commandement 
supreme  entre  le  jurisconsulte  Houston,  gouvemeur  de  la  Gleorgie,  et  le 
Gdneral  Howe,  la  negligence,  la  lenteur  et  Tesprit  d'indecision  qui 
caracterLse  les  Amdricaiuft,  furcnt  plus  fatales  k  ces  deux  armees  inimico- 

alli^es  que  ne  Tout  did  le  ibu  ou  le  for  de  I'ennemi Apr«^s  s'^trc 

avuncd  jusqu'a  la  riviere  St  Mary,  avoir  6prouvd  toutes  les  mist^res  et  lea 
horreurs  domestiques  de  la  guerre  et  avoir  perdu  la  moitie  de  leur 
monde  sans  tlrcr  un  coup  de  canon,  ils  furent  obliges  de  se  retirer  et 
d*abandonncr  de  relief  k  rennemi  tout  ce  qu'il  poss^dait  ddjd  de  Tautrc 
cotd  de  la  riviere  Altamaha.  Apres  cette  expddition  sans  fruit  et  sans 
objet  certain,  tout  scmblait  indiquer'la  necessite  d'etablir  des  postes  et 
des  lignes  sur  cette  riviere,  d'en  occuper  I'embouchure  pour  se  mettre  4 
I'abris  de  nouvelles  entreprises  de  I'ennemi ;  on  y  etait  de  plus  interesse 
que  les  provinces  les  plus  fertiles  de  cet  dtat  se  trouvaient  entre  I'Altar 

maha  et  la  riviere  Ogohccchee Mais  les  puissants  du  pays, 

portant  perruques  et  uniformes  en  ddciderent  contre  nous.  Sous  prdtext 
de  se  ddfendre  contre  les  sauvages  on  degamit  la  frontiere  de  I'Altamalia 
et  on  laissa  le  pays  absolument  ouvert  aiix  depredations  du  moindre 
aventurier;  et  pour  ne  laisser  aux  Fioridiens  aucun  objet  de  crainte  on 
cantonna  le  peu  de  troupes  regldes  qui  restaient  a  I'etat  dans  la  ville  de 
Savannah  ct  tt  Au^j^^sta.  L'ennemi  profita  de  ce  moment  favorable  et 
enfin  8'avanr;a  eu  5  joui-s  jusqu'a  la  riviere  Ogoheechee  qui  n'estqu'i  16 
milles  de  la  capitale.  Aprds  un  pucccs  aussi  grand  on  est  assez  embar- 
rass d'imaginer  quel  pent  e tre  le  sujet  de  leur  retraite  et  encore  plus 
quel  pourrait  4tre  I'objet  de  leur  expedition ;  s'ils  n'avaient  en  vue  que 
de  fourrager  ils  a'en  aont,  on  ne  pout  pas  mieux,  acquittds.    Quoiqu'il 
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9oit^  nous  n'arons  k  leur  opposcr  actuellement  dans  ce  camp  que  150 
hommes  tout-au-plus,  sans  Tespoir  de  rccevoir  Ic  moindre  renfort  avant 
7  ou  8  jours.  Nos  renforts  vienneut  d' Augusta  et  de  la  Caroline,  qui  n'a 
pas  elle-mome  plus  de  12-1400  hommes  pour  le  defense  de  scs  cOtds, 
de  sorte  que  toutes  nos  ressources  epuisdes,  nous  ne  pouvoos  rassemblcr 
dans  notre  camp  que  500-(i00  hommes  ....  or  jugez  de  I'impor- 
tance  de  mon  inspection  et  de  la  securite  procaire  de  I'dtat  do  la  Georgio 
an  cas  que  I'ennemi  songc  sdricusement  k  s'en  emparer.  Le  gendral 
parait  avoir  beaucoup  de  confiance  en  moi  ct  je  m'efforcerai  plus  quo 
jamais  d'etre  utile.  Aussitdt  que  nos  troupes  se  trouveront  un  peu 
Fassembldes  je  leur  donnerai  une  organisation  milit^ire  d'apr^  nos  prin- 
dpeSb 

VI. 

Camp  ds  PAaisuuce,  Ga.,  January  80, 1779. 

Je  vois  cependant  (de  votre  lettre  du  10  Octobre)  avec  chagrin  que 
Tenvie  et  la  mdchancete  continuent  toujours  \  vous  traverser  et  k  rendre 
inutiles  k  la  rdpublique  votre  experience,  vos  talents  et  votre  bonne 
volonte.  Le  seul  remede  a  ce  mal  est  votre  presence  k  Philadelphia 
Vous  connaissez  assez  le  cceur  humain  pour  en  sentir  la  necessity  et  je 
vois  avec  plaisir  que  vous  etes  decides  k  aller  passer  une  partie  de  votre 
quartier  d'hivcr  dans  cette  capitale.  Je  mo  bornerai  dans  mes  lettres  k 
ce  qui  est  rdlatif  ii  la  place  que  j'occupe. 

J'ai  attendu  pendant  longtemps  ct  toujours  en  vain  votre  collection 
de  rdglements  sur  la  discipline  et  la  tactique  dldmentaire.  J'avais  com- 
menc6  d'abord  a  introduire  le  pas,  mais  frappd  des  ddfauts  essentiels 
que  je  remarquais  tons  les  jours  dans  les  parties  les  plus  importantes  du 
Bervice,  et  presse  d'un  autre  cote  par  les  officiers  et  le  gcncral-en-chef,  il 
a  £qiUu  me  decider  k  rediger  les  iasti'uctioDS  sur  les  objets  principaux  en 
me  conformant  en  tout  a  vos  princii>cs  et  si  vos  lemons.  Voici  la 
marche  que  j'ai  suivie. 

J'ai  explique  d'abord  la  formation  des  troupes  en  gdndral  et  la 
mani^e  d'organiser  uu  bataillon,  comme  devant  servir  de  base  k  tons 
les  mouvements  de  la  tactique ;  j'ai  passe  de  la  nu  service  des  gardes  que 
j'ai  detaille  dans  tons  sea  points ;  I'ordre  de  marche  et  de  campement 
out  ensuite  attire  mon  attention  et  j'ai  fait  en  sorte  de  ne  rien  laisser  k 
desirer  sur  ces  deux  objets ;  I'exercise  et  les  manoeuvres  se  sont  prd- 
sentes  apres;  j'ai  introduit  les  changemens  que  vous  avez  faits  dans 
le  maniement  des  armes,  etc  J'ai  explique  la  nature,  la  dur^  et 
Fdtendue  du  pas  ordinaire  et  du  pas  redouble,  j'en  ai  fait  voir  I'usage 
et  les  modifications  dans  les  diiferentes  marches  et  conversions  4X6- 
mentaires,  les  changemens  de  front,  les  formations  des  colonnos,  leurs 
marches,  conversions  et  deployement^  et  j'ai  termini  par  I'ordre  de  feux. 
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Oes  instructions  enti^rement  raUig^es  d'^yrds  rm  prinoipfii  flot  M 
pifsentto  au  GMn^ral  Howe  qui  viont  de  nous  quitter  €i  «Dnito  aa 
(Mn^ral  Linooln,  aupr^  duquel  j*ai  fSut  ce  que  j'ai  pa  pour  en  hAter 
r^x^ution ;  il  en  a  lu  et  approuvd  une  partie  et  il  me  pramefes  que  dans  pea 
de  jours  il  achevra  de  lire  ie  reete  et  prendre  des  mteresen  ocmadqaenee^ 
n  croit  apercevoir  dcs  difficult^  dans  la  formation  dos  troiq)ea  r6- 
lativement  aux  regiments  et  iL  leurs  officiers.  Quant  ^  moi  je  n'ea  Toia 
nnUo,  surtoat  si  cette  formation  n'a  lieu  que  pour  Tordre  de  campement, 
de  marche  et  do  bataille,  car  alors  si  absolument  on  ne  pent  &ire  autni-' 
ment^  Vetat  major  et  les  officiers  de  chaque  regiment  ae  peuTeni 
charger  chacun  du  soin  do  leurs  hommes  sans  6gard  it,  cette  fixmatioo, 
nuds  on  sera  toujours  forc^  de  convenir  que  sans  elle  tout  oe  qui  a  rap- 
port ^  la  discipline  int^rieure  ou  k  Tdconomie  domestique  du  militairs 
devicnt  oompliqu^,  confus  et  incertain.  .... 

Je  ferai  h.  cet  €gard  tout  ce  que  je  pournd  pour  plaire  k  tout  le  monde 
et  concilier  mon  devoir  u  cette  complaisance.  C*est  tr^  fausscment^ 
qu*on  yous  a  rdprdsent<5  les  troupes  du  sud  comme  6tant  dans  un  meil- 
lour  ordre  que  celles  du  Nord.  Je  puis  vous  assurer  que  Ie  m^me 
d^sordre  et  la  m^me  confusion  j  r^gnent,  ct  que  j'aurai  toujours  u  lutter 
centre  les  m6mes  dil&cultos  qui  nous  out  arretes  ^  Valley  Forge,  juaqu  a 
ce  qu'un  plan  quclconquo  relatif  u  ce  ddpartement  soit  adopte  et  que  les 
devoirs,  obligations  et  les  pouvoirs  attaches  a  la  place  d'inspecteur  soient 
clairement  detcrmitida.  ....  A  400  hommes  pres  toute  notre  arm^ 
n'est  composde  que  de  recrues  ct  de  milices.  Je  n'ai  pas  encore  pu 
parvenir  a  me  fairc  uommer  des  inspectuurs  de  brigade.  lis  vont  etre 
appoint^s  incessamment  et  pour  lors  je  mettrai  ct  conserverai  reguliere- 
ment  toute  la  machine  en  mouvement.  Les  deux  invasions  de  la 
Giorgio  dans  un  si  court  espace  de  temps  ^t  les  affaires  taut  heureuses 
que  mallieureuses  et  deroutantes  auxquelles  clles  out  donnd  lieu,  nous 
out  toujours  tenu  en  mouvement  par  moots  et  par  eaux,  ou  pour  mieux 
dire,  par  ddserts  et  marais  (car  on  ne  voit  quo  cela  dans  ce  pays),  et  ce 
n'est  que  depuis  dix  jours  que  nous  avons  commence  d  nous  rassembler 
a  Parisburg.  Dans  toutcs  nos  operations  j*ai  tachd  de  soutenir  le  decorum 
de  votre  inspecteur  du  micux  qu'il  m*a  6t6  possible.  Je  laisse  au  G4ur 
oral  Howe  de  vous  parler  de  ma  oonduite  en  Giorgio,  lorsque  vous  le 
verrez  a  Philadelphia. 

Je  vous  dirai  seulcment  un  mot  de  mon  ddbut  avec  le  GkSn^ral  Lin- 
coln. En  arrivant  a  Parisburg  j'ai  trouve  les  troupes  nouvellement 
arrivees  de  la  Caroline,  campees  d'une  mani^re  si  irr^guli^re,  quoique 
d*apr6s  les  instructions  de  ringenieur-en-chef,  que  je  ne  pus  m*emp^cher, 
apr^s  avoir  reconnu  les  heux,  de  faire  mon  rapport  en  consequence  an 
g€nt)ral-en-chef,  et  de  proposer  un  changement  dans  le  camp  ct  dans  la 
mani^Te  do  camper.    II  fut  done  ordonn^  au  D.  Qr.  Mr.  Gk^nSnd  de 
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prendre  bos  instmctioos  de  Tinspecteur,  et  de  fixer  et  former  le  camp 
oonformtoent  a  son  plan;  j'ai  preside  moi-mSme  a  toute  la  besogne. 
J*offi*is  ensuite  au  g€n^ral-en-chef  pour  le  mettre  a  I'abri  de  toute  incer- 
titade  dans  nn  temps  oi^  il  importait  de  conn^itre  au  juste  ses  ressources, 
de  passer  ses  troupes  en  revue,  ce  qu'il  accepta,  et  il  fut  ordonn6  le  len- 
demain  aux  differents  regiments  de  sc  tenir  prets  pour  la  revue  de  I'in- 
specteur.  En  gdndral  je  suis  assez  content  de  la  mani^re  dont  il  me  traite 
et  j'en  augure  beaucoup  de  bien  pour  I'avenir.  II  me  tarde  bicn  de 
reoevoir  vos  instructions  et  encore  plus  de  commencer  a  discipliner  cette 
troupe  informe  qui  compose  u  prdsent  notre  armoc — ^I'hiver  est  le  scul 
temps  dans  ce  pays  pour  les  operations  et  les  travaux  de  la  guerre,  niais 
ma  sante  s'accommode  si  pen  de  ce  climat  que  I'hiver  ne  me  mets  pas  mSrne 
^  Tabri  des  fievre.  Je  suis  forc6  d'avaler  soir  et  matin  force  quinquina 
pour  m*en  garantir,  or  jugez  de  ce  qu'il  m*est  reserve  pendant  I'et^. 


vn. 

C11ABLE8TON,  January  26, 1779. 

Mr.  Senf  (capitaine  porteur  de  cette  lettre)  fera  vous  voir  les 

plans  de  nos  camps  et  de  notre  affaire  u  Savannah.  Quoique  ingdnieur  de 
profession,  c'est  un  garden  d'un  mdrite  infini  et  qui  serait  d'une  grande 
utility  si  Ton  savait  tirer  parti  de  ses  talents;  mais  malheureusement 
dans  nos  armdes  Amdricaines  nous  n'avons  point  Factivitd  ndcessaire 
pour  profiter  des  ressources  abondantes  de  la  fortification  de  campagne, 
dont  cependant  nous  avons  le  plus  grand  besoin.  Tout  est  encore  ici 
dans  le  plus  grand  engourdissement ;  nous  rassemblons  nos  forces  de 
tons  cotes ;  2,000  hommes  de  recrues  et  de  milice  de  la  Caroline  du 
Nord  viennent  de  quitter  Charleston  pour  se  rendre  d  notre  camp. 
Assez  de  bdsogne  pour  votre  inspecteur.  H  est  assez  difficile  de  divi- 
ner quelles  sent  les  vues  de  I'enncmi — je  suis  tentd  de  croire,  quMla  n*en 
ont  pas  de  bien  ddciddes  et  qu'ils  font  la  guerre  a  peu  pr^s  comme  les 
enfant^  voyent  au  jour  la  joumie;  ils  auraient  sans  doute  beaucoup  & 
faire,  jamais  guerriers  n*eurent  un  plus  vaste  champ  ouvert  ft  leurs 
spdculations  ni  plus  de  moyens  de  les  accomplir ;  mais  je  crois  que  leur 
ignorance  dans  les  affaires  militaires  dgale  leur  orgucil  et  leur  hauteur, 
et  je  ne  m*attends  a  peu  de  bien  merveilleux  de  leur  part — au  reste  le 
temps  devoilora  tout. 

Francy  me  marque  que  vous  6tes  arrivd  a  Philadelphia  plus  md- 
content  que  jamais,  quelle  pent  done  en  ^tre  la  raison  ?  L*agent  da 
Congr^s  m'a  dit  ce  matin  que  le  Gdndral  Washington  dtait  aussi  4 
Philadelphia,  que  le  marquis  de  Lafayette  dtait  alld  en  France  parcong^ 
que  notre  ami  Laurens  s'dtait  battu  avec  le  Gdndral  Tvee,  etc.    Je 
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oompte  que  Totre  pMsezioe  fert  an  Inen  infini  i  toat  oo  qui  est  rflitif 
i  rinspecUozL  II  est  grand  temps  d*en  Yemr  ft  nne  dtftenninfttkm  fiuk^ 
et  jo  voua  conjure  par  Toua^  par  yos  amiB  et  par  Tint^r^t  que  vom 
prenes  ft  la  constitution  militaire  des  £tatB  Unis  de  ne  point  quitter  Phila- 
delphia que  le  Gongrds  n'ait  mis  la  demidre  mam  ft  cet  oavrage. 


vm. 

Caup  ds  pAsmuBO,  6  d*  Ma9%  1TT9. 

Malgrd  mon  gout  d^cidd  pour  la  guerre,  Tinspection  des  troupes  oon- 
^^rales  du  d^partement  du  sud  m'eunuye  singuli^rement  Je  suis  ft 
900  milles  de  vous,  yotre  derni^re  lettre  m'est  parrenue  le  10  Octobre. 
Toutes  les  instructions  relatives  ft  la  tactiquo  ct  ft  la  discipline,  dont  Jai 
eu  llionneur  de  vous  rendre  compte  dans  ime  demi^re  lettre,  ont  enfin 
4t4  donn^es  il  y  a  environs  un  mois,  sous  la  sanction  du  g^n^ral,  copides 
et  entendues  tant  bien  que  mal  par  les  officicrs  et  cx^cut<^es  a  pen  pros 
de  mdmc.  J'ai  un  honime  employe  u  en  faire  iine  copie  ezacte  et  au?- 
sit6t  qu'elle  sera  finio  j*aurai  soin  de  vous  renvoyer  et  do  vous  instniire 
plus  particuli^rcmcnt  do  tout  cc  qui  regarde  voire  aride  departement 
du  sud.  J'avais  d'abord  demandd  des  inspecteurs  de  brigade,  mais 
m'apercevant  que  Tobjet  (Stait  sur  le  point  d'eprouver  des  diffioult^.-<,  vu 
que  Je  no  voulais  point  consentir  qu*on  donne  cette  place  ft  des  ca])- 
taines,  j'ai  pris  un  biais  qui  m*a  rdussi  et  que  j*esp^re  que  vous  approuve- 
rex.  J'ai  cess^  do  parler  d'inspecteurs  de  brigade  et  apres  avoir  repn?- 
sentd  au  general  que  les  majors  de  Tarm^e  dtaient  dans  tout  le  tenipn 
charges  et  responsables  de  la  discipline  des  corps,  je  les  ai  tons  oonvo- 
quds  dans  mon  quartier  pour  leur  donner  et  leur  expliquer  les  instruc- 
tions. Je  leur  ai  ordonncS  ensuite  de  rassembler  dans  leurs  tentes  les 
oIHciers  des  differents  regiments  ft  fin  de  leur  communiquer ;  de  1ft  j'ai 
exercd  tout  le  corps  des  officiers  avant  do  rien  entreprendre  avec  le 
gros  de  rarm(?e  et  dans  tout  le  reste  de  la  b(530gne  j'ai  fait  faire  joumelle- 
ment  ft  chacun  des  majors  par  rotation  lo  service  d'insj)ecteur  de  bri- 
gade tant  ft  Texercice  qu'ft  la  parade.  .  . "  .  .  .  T^s  malheurs  du 
temps  et  les  m^mes  inconvdhients  qui  nous  arrdterent  souvent  ft  Valley 
Forge  m'ont  omp^hd  d'avancer  dans  cette  entreprise  aussi  rapidement 
que  je  le  ddsirais  et  qu'il  semblait  ^*tre  ndcessaire.  Je  compte  cepen- 
dant  dans  peu  de  jours  faire  executer  ft  uotre  petite  armde  ({uelques  dis- 
positions de  marche,  d'attaque  et  do  retraite,  oft  je  ferai  voir  en  gros 
I'uj^age  et  I'application  des  difTdrentes  manoeuvres  que  nous  avons  jus- 
qu'a  present  practiqudes  separdment  Apr^  cela  jecroirai  avoir  rempK 
I'objet  que  j'jii  entrepris,  si  uon  pleinement  au  moins  autant  qu'il  ^tait 
en  mon  pouvoir;  ct  comme  il  parait  quo  le  Oongr^  ne  se  propose 
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point  de  donner  ^  ce  d^partement  rorganisatioa  que  son  importance 
exige,  que  les  climats  m^ridionaux  ne  s'accordent  point  du  tout  avec  ma 
sant^  je  demanderai  s^rieusement  la  permission  de  me  r^tirer. 


IX. 

Camp  Dx  Stoxo  Bwamps,  4  Juin,  1779. 

J'ai  appris  avec  un  plaisir  infini  que  vous  ^tes  occupd  s^rieusement 
de  la  redaction  et  de  I'impression  d'une  ordonnance  de  discipline  et  de 
tactique  pour  I'infanterie.  Mais  je  n'ai  pu  voir  avec  la  m6me  satisfac- 
tion les  resolves  inforraes  que  vous  avez  bien  voulu  m'envoyer  sur  le 
departement  de  Tinspecteur — vous  aurez  sans  doute  senti  encore  mieux 
que  moi  leurs  ddfauts  et  leur  insuffisance,  et  co  serait  perdre  du  temps 
que  de  vous  en  parler.  J'ai  attendu  jusqu'a  present  votre  ordonnance, 
dans  la  vue  de  la  mettre  en  pratique  et  d'en  dtablir  I'exdcution  sur  des 
fondemens  aussi  solides  que  notre  arm(?e  le  coraportait ;  mais  le  mau- 
vais  €tat  de  ma  sant^  va  enfin  me. forcer  de  quitter  ce  ddpartement 
en  d^pit  de  I'ardent  di^sir  que  j'ai  d'introduire  nioi-m^'me  cette  ordon- 
nance. Le  Genc^ral  Lincoln  vient  de  recevoir  la  permission  de  se  r^- 
tirer,  et  il  m'invite  a  entreprendre  la  route  de  Philadelphia  avec  lui. 
Le  General  Moultrie  lui  succede  dans  Ic  commandement  et  aussitot  qu'il 
se  sera  rendu  de  Charleston  au  camp  nous  partirorts. 

Notre  armee  m'a  donnd  des  pcines  inGnies  et  bien  pen  de  satisfac- 
tion ;  des  corps  de  milice  des  deux  Carolines,  de  la  Gcorgie  et  de  la  Vir- 
ginie  en  forment  les  trois  quarts.  Ces  miliccs  se  renouvcllent  et  se 
modifient  sans  cesse ;  a  peine  pouvons  nous  conserver  les  memes  indivi- 
dus  un  mois  sous  nos  drapeaux,  et  trop  heureux  encore  lorsqu'ils  se 
succcdent  sans  interruption.  Leurs  lois  militiennes  semblent  d'ailleurs 
n'avoir  et^  faitcs  que  pour  les  soustraire  a  toute  discipline,  les  peines  y 
sont  toutes  p^cuniaires,  les  cours  martialcs  qui  les  indigent  doivent  ^tre 
compos^es  de  3  soldats  et  de  2  officiers  et  ce  n'est  qu'apr^s  un  aver- 
tissement  de  dix  jours  que  Ton  pent  y  traduire  un  cnminel  etc.,  etc. 
Vous  devinerez  aisement  d'apr^s  cela  quels  peuvent  avoir  et^  mes  suc- 
c^  avec  cette  troupe  informe  a  laquelle  on  prostitua  le  uom  de  soldats 
et  de  citoyens.  Quant  a  nos  troupes  confeddrales  qui  forment  d  peu 
pr^s  le  quart  de  I'armde,  elles  ne  cessent  de  recevoir  des  recrues  qui  ne 
font  gu^res  que  de  remplir  les  vides  de  la  desertion — cequi  beaucoup  re- 
tarde  le  progr^s  de  la  discipline  et  de  la  tactique  dans  les  corps,  mais  je 
ne  doute  nuUement,  que  la  nouvelle  ordonnance  imprimde  et  r^pandue 
parmi  ces  troupes  n'aie  le  plus  grand  succ^s. 
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Colonel  Scammel*s  i^pointment  gives  me  infinite  pleaance,  and  wiB 
no  doubt  greatly  benefit  the  department  I  mnst  beg  leave  to  refer  jaa 
to  my  former  letters^  particularly  of  March  6tb,  April  7th,  and  June  ISdi, 
with  regard  to  the  state  of  Uie  troops  in  the  southern  department  to 
that  period.  I  was  then,  and  indeed  have  been  ever  since,  e3q>ectiiig 
daily  to  receive  the  printed  regulations  you  had  promised  to  send  me  by 
your  honor  of  the  2d  of  April ;  but  they  had  not  yet  reached  either  me 
or  General  Lincoln,  on  the  24th  of  July,  when  I  left  Charleston.  I  have 
even  reasons  to  believe  that  a  single  copy  has  not  yet  Been  fi)rwarded. 

The  militia  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  had  quitted  the  army 
and  were  to  be  relieved  by  other  bodies  of  militia,  which  had  not  yet 
been  drafted  when  I  passed  through  those  States.  Above  one  half  of 
Qeneral  (dates'  troops  were  still  at  Petersburg,  on  the  20th  instant 
The  continental  troops  I  left  in  South  Carolina  were  but  few,  although 
the  regiments  many ;  but  the  Assembly  who  were  to  meet  in  the  latter 
end  of  July,  will,  it  is  hoped,  either  fill  up  their  confederal  battalions  by 
drafls  of  tlicir  militia,  or  raise  new  battalions  of  negroes,  according  to 
Lieutenant  Laurens'  plan,  in  which  case  the  old  regiments  will  be  re- 
duced and  organized  agreeably  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  the  regu- 
lations and  resolves  of  Congress,  and  by  tliat  means  furnish  supemo- 
merary  officers  for  the  black  levies — in  short,  whatever  may  be  the 
measures  pursued,  as  it  will  take  some  time  to  collect  the  troops,  I  hoipe 
I  shall  have  time  enough  to  return  to  my  station  before  I  am  urgently 
wanted. 

I  have  not  made  lately  any  review  of  the  troops,  because  I  could 
not  do  it  officially  without  an  express  order  or  permission  of  Gknenl 
Lincoln,  which  he  did  not  tliink  necessary  at  that  time  to  give. 


XL 

PuiLADKLPBiA,  ikptemhtr  80^  1TT9. 
MoN  Cher  General  (Private), — Je  viens  de  lire  avec  la  plus  grande 
satisfaction  la  lettre  que  vous  avez  bien  voulu  m'^crire  de  New  Wind- 
sor. L*amiti6  et  I'attachement  que  vous  m*y  temoignez,  me  pen^trent 
des  sentimens  de  la  reconnaissance  et  de  la  reciprocite  la  plus  sincere.  J*ai 
songe,  plusieures  fois,  il  est  vrai,  a  me  retirer  du  service  des  Etats  Unis, 
et  mes  lettres  pr^cedentes  ont  du  vous  instruire  amplement  des  nusons 
qui  m'y  engageaient  Ma  mauvaise  sante  ^tait  une  des  principales,  et  une 
autre  non  moins  forte  que  cello-la  etaient  les  sacrifices  p^uniaires  que  je 
nic  trouvais  oblige  de  faire  trop  disproportionnes  a  la  modicit6  de  ma  for- 
tune— mais  rangmentation  de  paye  que  lo  Congr^  vient  d*aooorder  aux 
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officien  ayant  rein6di6  en  quelque  sorte  ^  cc  dernier  inconvenient  je  mo 
Buis  enfin  decide  k  pallier  les  autres  de  mon  mieux  par  la  patience  dont 
Tons  m'avez  donn6  Texemple  et  par  toutes  les  precautions  qui  seront 
en  mon  pouvoir.  Je  n'aurais  d'ailleurs  pris  une  determination  finale 
qu*i^>r^  voua  avoir  consult^  ct  n*6tre  procure  votro  consentement.  Vous 
avez  en  trop  de  part  ft  mon  entree  dans  la  carri^re  militaire  pour 
qu'une  retraite  puisse  m't^tre  agreable  sans  votrc  approbation.  Je  vous 
r^pdterari  m^me  ^  ce  sujet  cc  que  vous  eutes  de  la  peine  ^  croire  dans  le 
terns  qu'il  ne  fallait  rien  moins  que  les  s^duisantes  qualites  du  coeur  et 
de  I'esprit  qui  m'attacherent  ^  vous  des  nos  premieres  entrevucs,  et 
I'envie  d*6tre  utile  aux  republiques  alors  naissantcs  dc  rAmerique  pour 
me  decider  4  entreprendre  une  chose  dont  je  pr^voyais  Tinconvenient 
et  embrasser  un  6tat  auquel  je  m'^tais  bien  promis  de  ne  plus  songer. 
La  paiHe  civile  que  j'avais  en  vue  en  quittant  I'Europo  m*eut  sans 
doote  mend  plus  loin.  Mais  si  j'ai  perdu  quelque  chose  de  ce  c6t6-lay 
j'anrai  an  moins  la  satisfaction  d'avoir  rcmpli  avec  quelque  succ6s  les 
devoirs  de  la  place  que  j'ai  occupee  et  surtout  d'avoir  su  meriter  votre 
estime  et  votre  ami  tie. 

II  ne  me  reste  plus  qu'une  chose  ^  desircr  pour  me  rendre  I'in- 
spection  aussi  agreable  qu'elle  peut  I'^tre :  c'est  la  reunion  des  fonc- 
tions  de  Muster-Master  a  celle  d'Inspecteur.  Vous  vous  rappellerez 
sans  doute  que  j'ai  toujours  regarde  cette  reunion  comme  la  pi6rre  an- 
gulaire  et  la  seulc  base  solide  sur  la  quelle  on  puisse  elevor  I'edificc  de 
rinspection  et  plus  j*y  songe  plus  j'en  sens  la  necessity.  Sans  cela  I'in- 
q)ection  se  reduit  a  un  ^tablissement  purement  dphemdre  dont  I'objet 
ne  sera  jamais  bien  decide  et  perpetiiellement  envisage  avec  un  ceil  de 
jalousie.  Redoublez  done  vos  efforts  mon  cher  General  pour  que  cetto 
reunion  ait  bientOt  lieu  et  que  nous  sojons  enfin  decid6mcnt  quelque 
chose.  Le  Congr6s  y  a  songe  serieusement  di^puis  quelque  temps  et 
je  n'ai  rien  n^glig6  pour  prouver  ^  ceux  que  je  connais  combien  d*avan- 
tages  il  en  resulterait  pour  rarm^e  et  pour  le  tresor  public.  Tout  le 
monde  m'a  paru  desircr  ce  changemcnt  ct  I'afiairc  pourrait  peut-^tre  se 
terminer  sans  les  dep^ches  minist^riellcs  qui  prenncnt  maintenant  tons 
les  soins  et  I'attention  du  s^nat 


XIL 

GuABLxnoiv,  January  7, 1780. 
I  reached  this  town  in  the  latter  end  of  last  month,  and  immediately 
communicated  to  General  Lincoln  every  instruction  I  had  received 
relative  to  the  inspection.  I  also  expressed  my  earnest  desire  of  enter- 
ing as  soon  as  possible  upon  the  duties  of  my  office ;  but  the  necessity 
of  an  incorporation  and  arrangement  of  part  of  this  army,  agreeable  to 
the  establishment  of  May,  1778,  have  forced  us  to  unavoidable  delays. 
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The  general  is  daily  employed  about  the  ammgemeiit  of  the  SooUi 
Carolina  line,  and  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  attending  sach  an 
operation,  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  complete  it  in  a  few  days,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  everybody.  Brigade  majors  will  be  appointed  imme- 
diately alter,  a  review  of  iaspection  made,  the  regulations  distributed 
and  explained,  and  in  short  my  whole  time  bestowed  upon  improving 
the  troops  in  their  tactics,  discipline  and  domestic  economy.  The  ne- 
cessity of  securing  this  capital  against  foreign  and  domestic  enemies^  of 
prcvetiting  depredations  abroad,  and  of  supporting  the  reestabliahment 
of  civil  authority  and  government  in  Georgia,  have  obliged  the  general 
to  divide  and  station  his  troops  in  several  places  at  a  great  distance  from 
one  another,  which  will  be  greatly  disadvantageous  to  my  operatiun& 
The  main  posts  are  Fort  Moultrie,  Charleston,  Sheldon,  opposite  to  Port 
Royal  island,  seventy  miles  from  Charleston,  and  Augusta,  one  hundred 
and  forty  miles  from  both.  I  shall  review,  myself^  and  instruct  suoces- 
sivtily  the  troops  in  tbase  places ;  and  not  to  lose  any  time,  as  soon 
as  the  brigade  majors  are  appointed  I  will  immediately  give  them  the 
necessary  instructions  for  disciplining  the  troops  by  the  time  I  can  re- 
view them  myself;  the  returns  of  every  j)0st  shall  be  punctually  for- 
warded to  the  northward  after  eveiy  inspection. 

I  must  beg  also  to  be  acqiminted  how  far  my  duty  and  jurisdiction 
extend  with  regard  to  the  militia  serving  in  Uiis  army,  and  whether 
tliey  are  to  be  reviewed  ivs  the  confederate  troops,  and  returns  of  them 
sent  We  liave  not  yet  received  any  of  our  reinforcements — the  nighest 
is  still  one  hundred  and  filty  miles  from  us;  but  luckily  the  enemy  seem 
to  be  more  inclined  to  a  total  evat^uation  of  Savannah  than  to  any 
offensive  undertaking.  When  we  are  able  to  penetrate  again  into 
Georgia,  I  hope  I  shall  have  it  once  more  in  my  power,  by  the  troops 
being  collected  in  one  body,  to  render  myself  more  generally  useful  to 
the  army. 


B.  Lincoln,  in  a  letter  dated  Charleston,  January  8ih,  1780,  says 
about  Ternant :  "  We  parted  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Temant  with  re- 
luctance, and  are  made  happy  in  liis  return  to  this  department,  for  his 
attention  and  zeal  rendered  him  highly  agreeable  to  us  while  htMc,  and 
from  our  knowledge  of  his  abilities  we  now  promise  ourselves  from  him 
the  most  essential  services. 

XIU. 

ClIARLKSTON,  JiiHuar}/  3Cl»  1730. 

Les  Anglais  viennent  enQn  de  paraitre  sur  les  c6tes  de  la  Georgia 
et  do  la  Carohne,  mais  on  ignore  encore  leur  uombre  et  leur  intentions. 
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....  Mais  qaelle  quo  soit  leur  destination,  la  tempdte  au  rapport  des 
matelots  les  a  tellement  battus  et  disperses  que  plusieurs  auront  ct6 
forc^  de  pelacher  aux  Antilles  et  qu'il  faudra  aux  autres  un  temps  con- 
siderable pour  se  rassembler  et  faire  une  descentc.  Cela  mo  fait  cspdrer 
que  nous  aurons  le  temps  de  reparer  nos  fautcs.  Nos  sommcs  encore 
dans  le  m^me  6tat  oA  nous  dtions  lors  de  nia  derni^re  lettre.  Nos  forti- 
fications sont  toujours  imparfaites  et  notre  armec  tri's  faible  et  tres 
divisde.  Nous  avons  cependant  recu  un  renfort  de  1500  niilicions  de 
la  Caroline  du  ^ord,  auxquels  on  a  eu  recours  pour  rctablir  nos  abattis. 
On  leur  a  mis  des  baches  et  des  b^'olu^s  Ji  la  main  au  lieu  de  mouscjuets 
dans  un  pays,  oi^  Ton  so  flatte  tours  les  joui-s  d'avoir  150,000  negres,  et 
vous  pouvez  juger  par  la  des  pro^^s  qu'iLs  pcuvent  faire  dans  la  disci- 
pline, etc.  Les  ressources  que  nous  offre  le  pays  sont  abondantes,  et  si 
nous  Savons  en  faire  usage  client  suffiront  sans  doute  pour  garantir  la 
viDe  de  tout  danger  jusqu'il  larrivtSe  des  troupes  du  Nord.  On  ignore 
absolument  oh  sont  ces  troupes  et  quand  on  pent  esp^rer  de  les  recevoir. 
Je  suis  bien  fach6  de  n'avoir  rien  de  satisfaisant  a  vous  apprendre 
Bur  Tinspection.  L'arrangement  de  la  lignc  n'est  point  encore  fini  et 
tout  ce  que  j*ai  pu  faire  jusqu'il  present  a  ete  de  tout  prdparer  pour  une 
revue  au  commencement  de  Fdvrier.  Le  general  promet  tons  les  jours 
de  mettre  la  demi^re  main  u  la  rdforme  et  de  nommer  des  majors  de 
brigade — ^vous  savez  que  je  n'ai  d'autre  pouvoir  que  celui  de  r€p- 
r^senter,  aussi  en  fais  je  un  usage  journalier. 


XIV. 

STEUBEN   TO   WALKER. 

P111LA.DELPUIE,  23  JfSvrier^  1780. 

MoN  Cher  Walker  I 

Je  suis  bien  persuade,  que  ce  n'est  pas  de  votro  faute,  quo  les  re- 
tours,  que  j'ai  demandes,  ne  sont  pas  entrees  plus  promptement.  Si 
j'avais  encore  le  feu  Prussien,  un  tel  delai  aurait  ^puiso  ma  patience, 
mais  maintenant  je  suis  si  fait  u  ces  ndgligences,  que  tr^s  souvent  je 
me  sens  dispos<5,  de  devcnir  negligent  moi-meme.  J'ai  re^u  vos  deux 
lettres  du  13  et  du  18.  Le  General  Washington  m'<5crit  du  18,  que  les 
retours  demandes  seront  envoyes  en  quelques  jours.  Je  les  attends 
done  avec  patience.  L'objet  des  retours  dans  tous  les  genres  etait  dans 
mon  opinion  la  fonction  la  plus  importante  des  inspecteurs  de  divisions 
et  de  brigades :  mais  si  ces  Messieurs  cbangent  leur  places  tous  les  huit 
jours,  il  n'est  pas  ^tenant,  que  cette  fonction  est  tellement  n6gligee. 

Vous  avez  cert-ainement  bien  saisi  mon  intention  a  I'egard  du  retour 
pour  les  armes  et  accoutrements,  quoique  peut^etre  je  ne  Tavais  pas 
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aasei  ezpliqu^  D  ne  s'agit  non  BeakaoaA  das  anneB,  btjoaat^ 
giberaes  &,  xnais  le  bureau  da  Ghaerre  doit  aoaTW  oa  qua  diaoqna  i^ 
ment  poas^  actueUement  an  armai  at  aflEata  militairea;  aooa  laqaal 
tatre  sont  oompris  drapeau,  aqxAton,  tamboiin»  QSob^  fiiaib^  bijou* 
naUefl^  giberneB,  cartouches,  pierrea  da  fusil,  &  Ayant  oea  cetoon  da 
diacqoe  r^gimeot  et  las  retoors  aur  lea  mdmaa  artidaa  das  magaaiaa 
mflitairea,  qui  aont  aveo  rarm^  le  bureau  de  Guam^  aa<^aiit  a  qosl 
nombre  chacque  regiment  doit  ^tre  mont^  pour  la  campagne  prodiaiiM^ 
peut  aia^ment  cakmler,  oombien  il  faut  de  chacoa  de  oaa  artidaa  poor 
pounroir  rarm^e. 

Dana  votre  lettre  du  2,  vooa  me  dites,  qu'4  la  fia  le  D^partenMiit 
de  "  Mustre-Mastre"  est  annexd  i  celui  de  rinspectioo.  Ck>mme  ja  n'li 
re^  aucune  inainuation  sur  cet  objet^  ni  du  Congrea,  ni  du  boreaa  da 
Guerre,  et  que  le  gdn^ral-en-chef  n'en  &it  pas  non  plua  mentioii  dans 
aes  lettres  &  moi,  je  vous  prie,  de  xne  dire^  si  quelque  chose  aur  oet 
objet  est  donn^e  aux  ordres  gdn^rales^  et  de  xn*exi  envoyer  un  extrait 
SI  alors  les  inspecteurs  de?  divisions  et  brigades  out  quelque  demauda 
ou  pretention  ^  fairo,  j'esp^re  qu*il3  s'adresseront  ^  moi  par  derit,  et  si 
leurs  demandcs  sont  justes  et  mod^r^&— surtout  dans  ce  moment,  oik  h 
mauvais  ^tat  de  nos  finances  doit  affccter  tons  Ics  bons  Citoyens,  ib 
peuvont  dtre  persuadi^s,  que  c*est  avec  empressement,  que  Je  m'em- 
ployerai  pour  obtcnir  quelques  agr^ments  pour  des  officiers  aussi  dignes 
qu'estimables. 

Mais  vous  me  ditcs  dans  cctte  m6me  lettre,  qu'il  n^y  a  que  deux 
ou  trois  majors,  qu'ils  remplissent  actueUement  les  places  dcs  inspecteurs 
de  brigade,  et  que  parmi  eux  il  y  en  a,  qui  pensent  d  quitter  cet  em- 
ploie.  Je  serai  au  descspoir,  ci  ccia  arrive ;  j'al  cependant  trop  bonne 
opinion  du  z^le  de  cos  Messrs.,  qui  connaisscnt  Timportance  de  leur 
office,  pour  croire  qu'ils  voudront  abandonner  cette  besogne,  qui  qud- 
qu*elle  est  pdnible,  est  si  essentielle  pour  le  bien  de  Varmi^e. 

Vous  m'obligerez,  mon  clicr  Walker,  de  m'envoyer  dans  votre  pre- 
miere lettre  les  noms  des  inspecteurs  des  brigades,  ct  quel  rang  chacnn 
tient  dans  la  ligne  ? 

Vous  me  manquez  bien  esscntiellcment,  mon  cher  Walker.  Du- 
ponccau  est  maladc ;  d'ailleurs  vous  scavez,  que  mes  id^es  quelquefois 
bonnes,  ne  sont  pas  tonjours  bonnes,  quand  on  les  traduit  mot  par  moi 
II  me  faut  un  traducteur  pour  mes  id^es  I  en  un  mot  il  me  finit  un  ami 
comme  vous. 

Je  pense  de  venir  au  camp  avec  le  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  peut-toe 
dans  quiuze  jours.  Le  temps  n*est  pas  encore  fix<5.  Comme  il  se  peat, 
quo  je  vous  persuade,  de  m'accompagner  alors  cl  mon  retour  ^  Fhila- 
delphie,  et  que  je  me  flatte,  quo  vous  ne  me  refuserez  pas,  je  vous  prie, 
de  vous  preparer  en  consequence. 

Voild,  mon  cher  ami,  une  lettre  sur  ma  table  pour  Thonorable  Con- 
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gr^  qui  est  cachets  depuis  bait  joars.    Ellc  contieDt  la  demission  de  la 
place,  dont  rAm^riqae  m'a  honord. 

Le  mauvais  6t&t  de  mes  proprea  finances  m*oblige,  de  finir  un  jeii, 
que  je  ne  peux  plus  soutenir.  On  m'a  pereuadd,  de  retenir  cette  lettre 
encore  quelques  jours,  avec  assurance,  que  le  Oongr^s  s'occupe  des 
moyens,  pour  y  remddier.  Je  ne  scais  ce  qui  arrivera;  j'attendrai 
encore  quelques  jours,  mais  ma  lettre  une  fois  partie,  j'engage  ma 
parole  d'honneur,  que  je  ne  la  reprends  plus. 

Une  lettre  de  Londres  dans  les  gazettes  de  Paris  me  fait  plus 
d'honntur,  que  je  ne  merite.  On  y  parle  de  I'ordre  ct  de  la  discipline 
parfaite,  que  j'ai  dtablis  dans  notre  armde.  Pldt  au  ciel,  qu'au  lieu  de 
parfait  je  pourrais  me  flatter  que  c*etoit  passable.  Votrc  nom  est  dans 
le  m^me  lettre  ajoutant,  que  vous  dtiez  un  natif  de  Londres,  qui  m'as- 
tistoit  comme  aide-de-camp.  H  faut,  que  Vauteur  est  mieux  informd 
de  nos  personnes,  que  de  nos  succt^s. 

Mais  revcnons  a  mes  affaires.  Si  on  me  met  encore  tl  la  cbarruo 
pour  cette  campagne,  m'abandonnerez  vous,  mon  ami  ?  Je  me  flatte, 
que  vous  changertiz  votre  opinion  selon  mon  ddsir,  en  marcbant  avec 
moi  main-en-main. 

Je  n'attends,  qu'une  occasion  pour  vous  envoyer  votre  cbapeau,  Jo 
vous  prie,  de  me  dire  avec  franchise  ce  que  vous  avez  besoin.  Aussitot 
que  je  puis  avoir  le  drap,  je  vous  en  enverrai  pour  une  uniformc.  Mar- 
quez  moi,  quel  parement  ct  doublure  vous  voulez.  Traitez  moi  comme 
votre  ami  et  votre  commissionnaire. 

J'ai  re9U  la  lettre  la  plus  b6te  de  Mr.  des  Epiniers,  il  n'est  pas  parti 
pour  la  France.  II  me  dcmande  mon  avis,  s'il  doit  revenir  aupres  de 
moi  comme  mon  aide-do-camp,  ou  s'il  doit  faire  le  commerce  pour  son 
onclc.     Vous  pensez  bien,  que  je  lui  ai  conseilld  le  dernier. 

Mes  complimens  il  nos  braves  gens  de  la  maison.  Si  Mdc.  Rober- 
son  a  des  commissions,  je  le  ferai  avec  plaisir.  Voycz  aussi  sou  vent, 
que  vous  pouvez,  le  Gdneral  Washington  et  communiquez  moi  ce  qu'il 
vous  dit.    Je  vous  embrasse  de  tout  mon  coetir. 

Steuben. 

P.  S. — Le  gouvemement  me  demande,  de  procurer  les  ordonnanccs 
pour  tons  les  officiers  de  I'armde.  Major  Scoll  est  alM  en  France  avec  la 
confederation.  Les  Messrs.  du  bureau  de  Guerre  prdtendent,  que  toutes 
les  regulations  sent  envoydes  li  I'armde.  Je  vous  prie,  de  m'envoycr 
une  note  exacte,  combien  nous  avons  regu  et  distribud,  et  de  vous  in- 
former apr^s  ceux,  que  Colonel  Scammel  a  laissds  tl  Windsor  et  ce 
qu'ils  sent  devenus. 

Le  bureau  de  Guerre  n*a  que  42  copies  de  reste.  Dites  moi,  si  cela 
est  vrai,  que  notre  armde  a  tant  de  desertion  et  la  raison,  d'oi^  cela 
provient? 


670  APPBNDIX. 


XV. 


BTKUBBN     TO     WALKER. 


Philadklphix,  U  17  Mara,  ITSOi 

Depuis  votre  lettre  du  24  FiSvrier,  je  n*ai  pas  regu  de  vos  nouveIle& 
Rien  n'^tant  d^cidd  ici  sur  nos  arrangements  pour  la  campagiie,  et  tout 
paraissant  ^trc  arrSt^  par  le  mauvais  etat  de  nos  finances,  je  n*ai  rien  & 
vous  dire,  qui  pouvait  vous  interesser. 

Maintcnant  on  assure,  que  lo  Congrcs  a  trouve  la  pierre  philoso- 
phale — ^pour  fidre  de  Tor  et  de  I'argent  tant  que  nous  pouvons  manger — 
tant  mieux,  sMl  dtait  vrai  I 

J^espdre,  qu'a  la  fin  nies  vivos  repi*esentAtions  ont  tant  opdr^,  que 
dans  deux  ou  trois  jours  on  detenninera  a  la  fin  le  syst^fme  de  la  forma- 
tion de  I'armde  pour  la  cauipagne  prochaine. 

Mainte  projets  ont  etc  proposes,  pour  incorporer,  reformer  et  rd- 
fondre  toute  TarnnSe.  Avaut^liicr  on  m'a  demaudiS  mon  opinion  sur 
cet  objet  Je  I'ai  doniio  en  protcstuut  solemnellement  contre  une  incor- 
poration quelconqiie.  Je  propose  le  inoycn  le  plus  simple,  qui  est  de 
laisser  le  noiiibre  dcs  reLrimeiit.s  et  des  eoq)s;  de  les  egaliser,  les  aiijj^- 
menter  autant  que  les  circunstancf'S  le  }>ermettent ;  de  mettre  dia«iue 
r(*giment  d'inl'auterie  au  nombrc  de  317  liommes,  sans  y  coinpreudre 
les  ofliciei-s  comnii.s.sioiines,  ni  les  tambours  et  ^^jl/ers ;"  de  cvnserver 
la  division  d'un  regiment  en  neuf  eompagnies ;  chaque  conipagnie  de  3') 
soldati?. 

De  mettre  chaque  regiment  de  Cavallerie  au  nombre  do  204  Cava- 
liers montes ;  y  compris  les  sous-ofliciers  et  trompettes,  de  eonserver  la 
formation  en  3  Esq.  et  six  Cornps.  cliaque  Kegt. 

Mon  projct  pour  les  Regts.  additionels  et  les  autrcs  corps  indepen- 
dant^,  est  a  peu  pros  sur  la  meme  bast?.  Je  m'oppose  directement  a 
toute  alteration  pour  la  campague  prochaine  et  j'explique  les  raisons, 
qui  m'engagent  u  m'y  opposer.  Je  n'ai  pas  le  temps,  de  vous  les  de- 
tainer ici.  Mais  je  suis  sure,  que  vous  serez  de  mon  avis,  quand  vous 
les  scaure2i 

Mais,  mon  ami !  de  tout  ce  que  je  me  suis  propose  de  fiiire  ici  a 
Philadelphie,  il  n'y  a  pas  la  dixieme  partie  achevee. 

Le  retard  do  la  decision  du  Corigres  a  retarde  mes  operations  et 
quand  m^me  cette  decision  aurait  ete  ilonnee  plus  tot,  je  sons,  que  je 
ne  pourrai  rien  achever  si\ns  votre  assistance.  Vous  sravez,  cpje  meme 
dans  mes  propres  alfaires  j'ai  besoin  de  I'lts-sistance  de  mon  ami  Walker. 
Je  mo  flatte  quo  vous  ne  persistez  pas  dans  ce  projet,  qui  m'a  fait  tant 
de  peine  et  que  nous  ferons  encore  cette  campague  enst»mble.  Pour  la 
faire  un  peu  plus  agreablement,  que  la  precedeute,  il  faut  un  peu  ar- 
ranger notre  menage.     Vous  sravez  combien  je  suis  ignorant  sur  cet  ob- 
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jet  Xose.donc  vous  prier,  mon  ami,  de  venir  ^  mon  secours  ausai 
promptement^  que  vous  pourrez.  Faites  vous  avancer  par  Mr.  Smith 
ou  par  qui  vous  voulez  500  dollars  pour  votre  voyage.  Je  les  rem- 
boureerai  ici ;  et  venez  me  joindro  aussit6t  que  possible.  Duponceau  est 
toujours  malade;  son  6tat  m'inquietc  intioimcnt  Le  pauvre  garden 
m'assiste  tant  qu'il  peut,  mais  c'est  avec  peine,  que  jc  lui  donne  de 
I'ouvrage. 

Les  mauvais  cbemins  difKrdront  encore  quelque  temps  le  depart  du 
Chevalier  de  la  Luzerae ;  pcut-dtre  restera-t-il  jusqu'^  ce  que  je  vais  au 
camp  moi-m4me — ^il  se  rejouit,  de  vous  voir  ici. 

Annoncez  votre  dipart  au  gen6ral-en-chef,  mais  en  cas  qu'il  veut 
vous  charger  de  lettres,  faites,  qu'on  vous  expedie  promptcment. 

Je  vous  attends  ici  dans  le  cours  de  la  semaine  prochaine.  Je  loge 
chez  Me.  Clark  —  Front  street  Vous  y  trouverez  une  jeune  veuve  et 
une  demoiselle  charmante  de  New  York.  —  Motif  de  plus,  pour  vous 
engager  de  venir  le  plus  promptcment. 

Tachez,  mon  ami,  de  m'apporter  une  estimation  aussi  juste  que  pos- 
sible du  nombre  des  "  Regulations"  que  le  bureau  de  Guerre  a  fourni 
pour  la  grande  armc^e.  Le  pauvre  Major  Scoil  ^tant  alld  au  paradis  ne 
pent  plus  nous  en  rendre  compto. 

Je  vous  attends  avec  I'impatience  de  I'araant  pour  sa  maitresse,  on 
pour  parler  sans  figure,  avec  tons  les  sentiments  de  vraie  amiti^,  avec 
lesquels  je  suis  toujours, 

Mon  cher  ami, 

Votre  tres  hmnble  et  tres 

Ob^issant  serviteur, 

Stiubrn. 

XVI. 

STEUBEN    TO    . 


WiLLiAJieBOUKOf  U  9  Septbr.^  1781. 

MoK  Ami, — J'ai  re9U  votre  lettre  du  13  Augt  de  Philadelphie.  Je 
vous  suis  bien  obligd  pour  les  preuvres  de  votre  attachement  et  pour  les 
nouveUes,  que  vous  me  donnez.  Je  vous  prie  de  continuer  I'un  et  Tautre 
et  soyez  bicn  sur  de  ma  reconnoissance. 

Je  suis  fachd,  que  vous  n'avcz  pas  trouvd  Mr.  Peters  a  Philadelphie 
— ^peut  ^tre  I'avez  vous  rencontrd  au  quartier  gdndral.  Je  voudrais 
s^avoir,  s'il  a  re^u  ma  lettre,  dans  laquelle  je  lui  ai  envoyd  ce  morceau 
du  journal,  que  vous  soavez.  Tout  dtoit  prdpard  pour  mon  ddpart  pour 
le  Sud,  lorsqu'uno  attaque  de  la  goutte  m'obligea  diflfdrer  mon  ddpart 
pour  quelque  jours.  Le  3.  je  recevois  une  lettre  du  marquis,  oi^  il  nie 
mandoit^  que  la  flotte  fran^oise  avec  un  corps  de  4000  dtoit  dans  la 
Baye,  et  qu'il  seroit  «harmd  de  me  voir  chez  lui.    Ma  goutte  ftit  gudrie 
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irinslAnt;  yterriaan  G^ntfrd  et  le  lendemam  je  pntali  otn  OntoMl 
Walker  poor  YTtD4%  qui  aTHjj^  Ten  Wiffimwhcmg, 

HicT  j'arriToia  i  cetto  plaoci;  oA  j*ai  ttoof^  hmoofe  ftiiigohe  oampit 
avee  la  nAtre  k  une  mille  da  odD^ge.  Noe  lignei  eoot  avMiote4 4 
miiles  de  York,  od  reimam  se  tient  irte  een^  fiueant  dei  KWiMMhi 
ments  &  York  et  Glouoeeter.  Tons  lee  Oaaoiie  et  MatelotB  soot  k  trnn 
ot  les  TaiflBeauz  prdts  4  ^tre  bnil^  en  cas  de  n^ceante.  Je  ne  doote 
paS)  que  Corawallia  ne  se  prepare  pour  une  yigoureuae  dgfenae,  mais  lea 
avantages  sont  k  cette  heure  de  notre  cotd.  H  foot  un  Tnira^^  poor- 
qu'il  B*^happe.  S'il  se  sauve  de  ce  pas,  Gomwallis  sera  immortd  dan 
sa  patrie.  S'il  suocombe,  il  sera  criminel  et  peut-Atre  }ag6  serdrement 
YcMla,  mon  ami,  le  sort  d*ua  G^ndraL  La  mdme. action,  le  mdme  ma- 
noBuvre  peut  conduire  un  general  k  la  gloire  ou  sur  FdohaiCaud !  Cost  da 
auce^  que  depend  le  jugement !  On  dit^  que  la  flotte  fran^oiae  on  dn 
moins  une  partie  d*elle  est  en  poursuite  de  Tenncmi ;  depuis  pluaieaiB 
jours  nous  n'ayons  pas  de  nouvellef  du.  Comte  de  €hraflBe.  KxTas- 
Beaux  de  ligne  sont  restds  au  Cap  —  les  autres  ont  disparo.  Les  fr6- 
gattes  sont  k  Tautre  cotd  de  Jamestown.  Yous  s^aycz  sans  doute,  que 
Lord  Rawdon,  pris  dans  son  passage  pour  TAngleterre,  est  en  nos 
mains? 

Je  n'ai  pas  encore  yu  le  marquis ;  il  est  malade  et  ne  peat  yoir  per- 
Sonne.  Une  fi6vro  yiolente  Ta  saisi  tout  d'un  coup.  J'eap^re  de  le  voir 
aujourd'lmi. 

Mon  ami  North  fut  attaqud  de  la  mdmc  mani^re  en  chemin.  A 
peine  ai-je  pu  Tamener  ici  dans  une  chaise.    H  a  la  fi^Tre  teds  forte. 

Yous  sentcz  bien,  que  tout  est  ici ''  in  high  spirits"  quoique  la  milioe 
ne  se  rasscmble  qu'avec  sa  negligence  ordinaire. 

Je  bataille  tons  les  jours  centre  la  reception  des  aide-de-camp. 
Duval  et  quelques  autres  j'ai  repouss6.  Mais  je  ne  pouvois  pas  me  d^ 
faire  de  Peyton  Randolf  et  de  Moore,  beau-fr6re  du  Colonel  Walker.  Us 
sont  mes  aides  volontiers  pour  cette  expedition.  Oh  mon  ami !  poor- 
quoi  n'etes  vou  pas  avec  moi — ^mais  comme  nous  attendons  des  troupes 
du  Nord,  peut-etre  vous  en  etes  I    Quelle  joie  aurai-je  de  vous  revwr. 

Ne  sachant  oii  vous  addresser  cette  lettre,  elle  restera  dans  nxm 
portefeuille  et  sera  continude  avec  les  nouvelles,  que  nous  aorons. 


XYH. 

WILLIAM     DAYIEB     TO     BTKUBBM. 

HiOBMOHD,  S9pUmt4r  M4, 1781 

I  know  not  how  to  express  to  you  my  gratitude  for  the  very  obli^ 
ing  terms  of  favor  and  friendship  you  have  used  toward?  me.  Your 
approbation  I  shall  always  bo  anxious  to  acquire,  and  howerer  disap- 
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pointed  jonr  disinterested  exertions  may  have  been,  for  raising  the  line  of 
this  State  into  respect  and  consequence,  I  console  myself  with  your  as- 
surance that  the  comfort  and  satis&ction  of  the  troops  of  Virginia  shall 
always  be  an  object  of  your  attention  and  regard.  .  .  .  With  the  warm- 
est emotions  of  affectionate  respect  I  bid  you  farewell,  and  beg  you, 
my  dear  general,  to  accept  of  my  most  ardent  wishes  for  your  health 
.  and  happiness,  and  a  glorious  reward  for  the  very  disinterested  attach- 
ment you  have  shown  my  country,  in  an  unremitted  series  of  faithful 
services. 

XVIII. 

WILLIAM     DAYIES     TO     STEUBEN. 

BiOBMON D,  Odober  Wi^  1781. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  you  are  still  in  Virginia,  and  sincerely  congrat- 
olate  you  on  the  pleasing  prospect  before  us.  You  had  long  expressed 
your  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  more  attention  and  assistance  towards 
us  from  the  northward,  and  I  doubt  not  that  your  representations  in 
our  favor  had  an  influence  in  procuring  tlie  aid  we  have  received,  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  arrange  my  business  in  such  a  manner  as  to  admit 
of  my  visiting  camp  before  the  scene  is  closed,  when  I  shall  be  happy 
in  paying  my  respects  to  you. 


XIX 

WILLIAM     DAVIES     TO     STEUBEN. 

Wab  OrncE,  December  ilth^  1781. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  of  your  safe  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  and  prom- 
ise myself  the  satisfaction  of  being  recollected  by  you  in  your  moments 
of  leisure. 

I  am  anxious  to  hear  what  impression  the  capture  of  Oornwallis 
vrill  make  upon  tlie  Europen  powers,  and  particularly  the  Parliament  of 
Britain.  It  is  a  calamity  the  British  never  expected,  and  must  doubt- 
less be  felt  with  double  poignancy  after  the  high  hopes  they  had  enter- 
tained from  the  incursions  and  conquests,  as  they  called  tliem,  of  Lord 
Comwallis. 

I  have  understood  the  Congress  propose  to  make  another  arrange- 
ment of  the  army.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  know  upon  what  princi- 
ples it  is  to  be  made.  I  honestly  confess  the  difficulties  which  officers, 
particularly  of  Virginia,  are  constantly  entAugled  with,  liave  very  much 
moderated  my  zeal  for  a  service  I  was  once  greatly  attached  to. 

The  troops  iat  Cumberland  old  Court-house,  both  officers  and  sol- 
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dierSy  liave  refused  to  march  till  tbey  get  their  pay.  ^le  aiiuAtioa  of  a 
brigadier  officer  or  soldier  is  worse  than  that  of  a  slave,  and  unless  it  is 
q)eedly  altered  there  will  be  au  end  of  the  line  altogether. 

I  must  beg  you  to  favor  me  with  a  line  whenever  your  more  im- 
portant business  will  admit  It  will  afford  me  much  satisfaction  to  find 
I  am  not  forgotten,  as  I  am,  with  unalterable  attachment^  eta 


XX. 

STEUBEN  TO  COLOKEL  BARBEB. 

PoMPTox,  April  6M,  1781 

Noticing  gives  me  more  pain  than  to  be  obliged  to  censure  where  I 
wish  to  commend.  I  am  obliged  to  complain  to  you  of  the  manner  in 
which  tlic  inspection  and  other  rolls  have  been  made  out.  My  com- 
plaint is  not  official  I  tliink  I  know  the  officers  in  the  American  army 
so  well  a.s  to  believe  that  it  is  sufficient  for  tbem  to  kno^v  tliat  they  have 
committed  a  fault  j  their  wish  will  be  to  repair  aud  avoid  it  in  future. 

The  inspection  returns  of  botli  regiments  are  wrong.  In  the  first 
no  mention  is  made  of  the  colors.  The  return  goes  ouly  on  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-seven  to  be  armed,  whereas  it  ought  to  be  four  him- 
dred  and  thrco,  including  the  sergeants  and  quarter-master  sergeants; 
which  njake  tlie  number  of  arms,  ammunition,  etc.,  wanting,  entirely 
wrong.  In  the  camp,  of  equipage  neither  lanterns  nor  knapsacks  are 
returned ;  neither  art;  there  any  deficiencies  noted.  In  the  inspection 
returns  of  the  second  regiment  the  ...  is  said  to  be  eight  captains,  no 
surgeon's  mate,  sergeants,  major,  drum  or  fife  major ;  no  major  to  the 
regiment,  thirty-six  sergeants,  seventeen  drums,  three  hundred  and  sev- 
euty-eight  rank  and  file.  Colors  for  tlie  regiment  are  not  mentioned. 
Theix;  are  several  otlier  mistakes  in  both  rolls. 

The  muster  rolls  are  in  general  very  badly  made  out;  very  few 
but  are  wanting  in  some  part  or  another.  Some  of  them  are  so  erro- 
neous as  not  to  be  passed,  among  which  are  Captain  Helmsreckle.  In 
the  column  for  musters,  in  one  return  Michael  Daily  is  inserted,  in  tlie 
other  two  he  is  not.  Abraham  Roser  is  mustered  in  two  rolls,  but  in  the 
third  he  is  called  Shaver.  James  Wigans  is  not  mustered,  but  no  rea- 
son is  given  why  he  is  not  In  the  rolls  of  Captain  Peale's  company 
the  drums  and  fifes  are  not  distinguished.  Aaron  Bayly  is  mustered  in 
two,  but  not  in  the  third  roll 
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XXI. 

STEUBEN     TO     0  E  N  £  B  A  L  .  W  A  Y  K  E. 

FiBiiKiLL  Laxdixo,  May  24t^  1788. 

The  very  polite  and  delicate  manner  in  which  jou  have  considered 
my  attentions  to  the  honor  of  those  truly  brave  men  whom  I  had  the 
honor  to  command  in  the  trenches  on  the  day  alluded  to,  is  so  very 
flattering  that  I  find  myself  at  a  loss  of  words  to  express  my  feelings 
on  this  occasion.  I  had  too  often  borne  witness  of  the  gallant  exertions 
of  the  troops  under  the  command  of  General  Wayne  to  perceive  that 
a  superiority  of  numbers  was  necessary  to  secure  success,  and  so  long 
as  the  armies  of  America  continue  to  be  commanded  by  officers  of  such 
distinguished  merits  her  military  glory  will  remain  imtamished.  I  am 
Tery  sorry,  my  dear  general,  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  giving  disa- 
greeable answers  to  your  pertinent  and  important  queries.  From  every 
appearance  the  enemy  seem  disposed  to  conduct  the  war  in  the  old 
channel,  except  that  their  force  is  too  inconsiderable  to  make  any  im- 
pression, and  the  situation  of  our  public  affairs  is  such  as  not  to  prom- 
ise any  decided  exertions  on  our  part  I  hope  the  best,  though  I  fear 
the  worst.  Yesterday  the  news  of  our  independence  by  the  States  of 
Holland  was  announced  at  head-quarters,  as  contained  in  a  paragraph 
of  a  British  newspaper.  This  event,  which  happened  on  the  29th  of 
March,  has  afibrded  us  general  satisfaction,  which,  together  with  the 
birth  of  a  dauphin  of  France,  will  be  a  subject  of  an  elegant  entertain- 
ment in  the  army,  and  a  feu  de  joie.  General  Carletoa,  who  has  lately 
arrived  vdth  a  withered  olive  branch  in  his  hand,  proposed  to  send  his 
aid  to  Congress  on  business  of  consequence,  which  was  received  with 
a  disdain  suited  to  the  absurdity  of  the  proposition.  I  have  inclosed  a 
paper  containing  an  address  to  the  people,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
ports holding  up  an  idea  of  peace.  I  wish  it  may  have  the  desired  ef- 
fect, thongh  I  have  little  reason  for  it  from  present  appearances. 


XXII. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  Thman^s  Report  of  the  Muster  and  Inspection 
made  of  the  Southern  Army  during  the  month  of  AprUj  1782. 

What  relates  to  the  muster  is  so  fully  explained  in  the  inclosed 
abstract  as  to  make  it  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  further  on  the  sub- 
ject I  have  to  lament  that  tlie  inspection  could  not  be  made  with 
that  accurate  strictness  the  good  of  the  service  and  the  nature  of  the 
operation  required. 

But  I  am  in  hopes  that  the  total  deficiency  of  materials  and  vouchers 
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necessary  to  a  proper  investigation,  the  want  of  printed  formSy  and  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  army  will  sufficiently  account  for  eyerj 
imperfection.  The  inclosed  returns,  irregular  as  they  are,  wiU  at  kaat 
show  the  pressing  want^i  of  the  troops  in  many  respects,  and  the  neoe»- 
sity  of  preparing  the  way  to  a  future  and  more  complete  inapectioo. 
With  that  view  I  shall  lay  before  you  such  a  set  of  regulationa^  to  be 
issued  in  general  orders  if  approved  of,  as  appear  to  me  most  con- 
ducive to  tlie  last  object ;  in  the  meantime  I  shall  beg  leave  to  com- 
muuicute  a  few  remarks  on  the  present  state  of  the  army. 

Ibrmatwn. — It  is  the  best  tliat  could  be  adopted  in  the  confused 
state  of  the  several  lines  which  were  to  com]K)se  this  army ;  and  we 
can  only  wish  the  present  arrangement  of  the  infantry  to  be  permanent^ 
and  such  recruits  as  may  in  futui*e  be  sent  by  the  several  States,  to  be 
equally  distributf^d  to  all  the  corps  and  companies  as  they  actually 
stand,  so  as  to  cuniplete  them  to  their  establishment. 

Without  a  permanency  of  that  sort^  both  in  the  appointments  of 
the  oflicers  and  the  distribution  of  the  men,  the  economical  details  of 
the  service  must  be  totally  noglccted,  and  a  principal  object  of  tliis  de- 
partment unavoidably  missed.  If  the  company  of  Virginia  infantry 
under  Lieutenant  Smith  is  ultimately  attached  to  the  Second  Partisan 
Legion,  tliey  ought  to  do  duty  as  such  in  every  respect,  and  not 
separately ;  if  not,  their  incorporation  into  Lieutenant  Colonel  Posey's 
battalion  might  prove  advantageous  to  the  service. 

Discipline. — With  regard  to  tactics,  discipline  is  as  perfect  as  can  be 
expected  under  the  actual  circumstances  of  the  array.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Poi^ey's  battalion,  on  the  day  of  the  review,  went  through 
several  cvolutious  and  maneuvers  very  much  to  tlie  credit  of  the  corps. 
There  seems  to  be  a  total  want  of  system  in  the  legiomuy  corps,  each 
of  them  having  a  j)articular  formation,  and  a  different  metliod  of  exe- 
cuting the  several  evolutions  peculiar  to  tlieir  service.  With  regard  to 
the  interior  and  economical  discipline,  it  is  defective  in  a  very  material 
point;  no  regimental  or  company  books  are  kept  in  any  corps  of  the 
army.  Tiie  necessity  of  attending  immediately  to  that  object  is  too 
obvious  to  need  any  further  mention.  I  shall  therefore  lay  before  you 
tlie  forms  of  the  several  books  as  they  are  kept  in  the  nortliem  army, 
that  they  may  be  introduced  in  tlie  manner  you  may  think  projwr  to 
order. 

Arrns. — The  muskets  and  bayonets  in  general  are  in  good  order  and 
properly  attended  to  in  the  infantry.  But  it  was  with  great  concern  I 
found  such  a  deficiency  of  them  as  to  leave  upwards  of  three  hundrt^d 
men  unarmed  on  a  fi(?ld  day — part  of  those  are  to  be  found  in  every 
company  under  the  denominations  of  camp  color  wie/i,  pioneers  and  bar- 
bers, claiming,  from  custom,  an  exemption  of  bearing  arms,  highly  iuju- 
rious  to  the  service,  and  no  ways  warranted  by  the  regulations ;  otliers 
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as  waiters  enjoy  the  same  privilege,  contrary  to  the  late  adopted  rules 
sod  general  orders  of  the  commander-in-chief.  The  artificers  and  ma- 
troases  of  the  artillery  are  also  without  btidBj  and  although  custom  and 
the  opinion  of  a  distinguished  character  have  sanctified  the  practice,  I 
can  not  help  thinking  that  the  service  would  be  benefited  by  those  men 
having  firelocks  of  one  kind  or  other,  besides  tlie  advantage  of  both  at- 
tending to  their  polia*,  the  defense  and  safety  of  their  stores,  etc.,  etc. 
Upon  all  occasions  the  artificei's  would  answer  tlie  purpose  of  a  guard  for 
the  baggage  of  the  army,  and  so  leftsen  the  number  of  drafts  from  the  lino. 

The  swords  of  the  cavalry  are  but  in  a  very  indifferent  order,  ono 
third  being  without  scabbards,  many  broken  or  very  much  abused,  and 
all  far  from  being  clean.  The  few  pistols  they  jiave  are  so  little  at- 
tended to  that  many  are  unfit  for  any  kind  of  use,  and  the  rest  want 
ammunition.  I  must  except  a  troop  of  die  Fourth  regiment,  under 
Captain  Sill,  whose  arms,  clothing  and  accouterments  bespoke  a  steady 
attention  to  discipline.  I  found  nowhere  the  traveling  forge,  armorers, 
tods,  chests  of  spare  arms  and  ammunition  that  every  brigade  or  two 
battalions  ought  to  have,  conformable  to  the  regulation5^  the  want  of 
which  must  occasion  a  variety  of  inconveniences  too  obvious  to  need 
any  mention. 

AeeouiermerUs. — The  inspection  returns  will  show  a  great  deficiency 
of  cartridge-boxes  in  the  infantry,  and  almost  a  total  one  in  the  cavalry. 
That  part  of  the  equipment  is  so  important  and  necessary  to  the  pres- 
ervation of  ammunition,  that  an  immediate  supply  must  be  looked 
upon  as  indLspensable ;  those  of  the  cavalry  could  even  be  s[)ared  to  the 
infantry,  if  necessary,  as  the  upper  part  of  the  holster-pipe  can  be  so 
contrived  as  to  contain  three  rounds,  which  is  the  most  a  horseman 
will  want.  Gun-worms,  screw-drivers  and  turn-screws  are  wanting 
everywhere.  The  accouterments  of  the  horse  are  still  in  a  worse  con- 
dition than  their  arms ;  all  the  saddles  are  incomplete  and  want  repair, 
no  collars  or  halters,  and  very  few  valises.  The  want  of  saddlers  and 
farriers  in  the  cavalry  is  much  to  be  lamented,  as  most  of  the  saddles 
and  bridles,  etc,  are  worn  out  and  destroyed  long  before  their  usual 
duration ;  the  granting  those  men  an  additional  pay  might  be  a  just 
encouragement  to  those  already  in  service,  and  a  great  inducement  to 
others  for  enlisting. 

Ammunition. — The  deficiency  of  it  in  the  infantry  calls  aloud  for  an 
immediate  supply;  the  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  brigades  are  the 
best  furnished,  every  man  being  complete  to  tliirty  rounds — but  no 
regimental  or  brigade  spare  stock.  The  North  Carolina  brigade,  tlie 
whole  of  the  light  infantiy,  and  the  infantry  in  (Jeorgia,  have  not  above 
twelve  rounds  per  man,  including  the  issued  and  spare  ammunition; 
the  cartridges  tlirough  the  whole  army  are  mostly  too  small  in  the  size 
of  the  bullet  and  the  quantity  of  the  powder,  and  some  too  large  to  fit 
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■nf  bore.  That  strongly  indicates  the  necessity  of  ascertaining^  by  the 
usual  methods  and  experiments^  the  several  boref^  and  the  quantity  of 
powder  best  calculated  for  each,  so  that  measures  and  models  may  be 
made  to  direct  the  cartridge  makers.  The  regulations  witJi  regard  to 
the  drawing  the  charges  ailer  field  duty,  collecting  and  returning  the 
bad  cartridges,  are  exceedingly  neglected  throughout  the  army.  There 
is  a  deficiency  of  B{)arc  flints  to  one  fifth  of  the  muskets. 

CloUiing  and  Camp  Eqitipagf, — It  is  totally  deficient  with  one  half 
of  ihiQ  army,  and  far  gone  witli  the  otlier  hal£  If  the  troops  were 
furnished  with  the  proportion  of  needles  and  thread  they  have  a  right 
to,  it  might  be  the  means  of  lengthening  the  duration  of  the  several 
articles  of  clothing. 

Horses. — Size  rolls  of  them  are  totally  deficient  in  the  cavahy,  but 
so  necessary  that  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  in  ordering  them  to  be  made 
out  Several  horses  retumeil  as  sick,  absent  with  their  nders,  are  too 
scattered  to  admit  of  any  examination;  a  place  convenient  for  that 
purpose  ouglit  to  bo  fixed  upon,  where  all  the  horses  from  the  several 
corps  could  be  collected,  with  a  suitable  number  of  farriers,  and  an 
officer  to  superintend  the  infirmary. 

Hospitals. — Tlio  sick  in  general  are  as  well  attended  to  as  the  cir- 
cumstances will  pi»nnit.  There  is  a  total  doGciency  of  the  sacks  al- 
lowed by  the  regulation?,  to  tlie  regimental  and  general  hospitals. 

Two  soldiers  of  the  Second  Maryland  regiment^  in  Captain  McPher- 
son*3  and  Lieutenant  Adam's  companies,  were  sufTererl  to  go  to  the 
hospital  with  their  arms  and  accouterments,  contrary  to  the  rt^gidations. 

Hartley  Leppet,  Henry  Cook,  of  Fh-st  Maryland,  and  James  Bar- 
row, of  Second  Delaware,  appear  to  be  proper  subjects  to  be  transferred 
to  the  invalids  corps. 


XXII. 

OTHO     H.     WILLIAMS     TO     STEUBEN. 

Camp  Newbcbo,  Xocemher  2S<A,  17S2. 
If  I  had  known  of  your  being  in  quarters  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Phila- 
delphia, I  would  certainly  have  done  myself  the  honor  of  paying  my 
respects  to  you,  on  my  route  to  the  nortliern  army.  The  striking  con- 
trast I  observe  in  what  our  troops  now  are  and  what  they  were  when 
you  first  undertook  the  office  of  inspector  general,  evinces  in  a  very 
conspicuous  degree  the  great  advantages  of  systematic  discipline,  and 
how  much  may  be  effected  by  the  perseverance,  attention  and  activiiy 
of  an  individual  who  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  liis 
profession.      How  much  our  troops  are  indebted  to  you,  sir,  for  that 
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militaiy  ability  and  appearance  in  which  they  now  both  so  advanta- 
geously compare  with  the  best  disciplined  troops  in  Europe,  Congress, 
his  Excellency  General  Washington,  and  other  eminent  characters,  bear 
honorable  testimony.  The  personal  knowledge  I  have,  as  an  officer  of 
the  American  army,  acquired  from  your  general  instructions,  influences 
my  gratitude  to  add  my  private  tlianks  to  the  more  important  acknowl- 
edgments you  liave  already  and  repeatedly  received. 


xxni. 

STEUBEN     TO      WALKER. 

ScnuvLKiLL,  December  21th,  1788. 

MoN  Cher  Walker, — Ce  n'est  que  depub  quatre  jours  que  Briga- 
dier Williams  m'a  remis  voire  lettre  du  3  Dccenibre.  Yous  s§avez  com- 
bien  je  suis  sensible  a  I'amitie  ;  jugez  done  si  les  lottrcs  qui  uie  viennent 
de  vous  me  doivent  6tre  clieres.  Si  je  vous  avois  syu  aussi  pros  de  moi, 
je  vous  aurais  prdvenu  en  vcnant  vous  voir.  J'aurais  satislait  un  double 
ddsir,  cc^lui  de  priSsenter  mes  hominages  a  Mrs.  Washington  et  de  voir 
un  ami  que  j'aiuie.  Mais  lorsque  j'ai  rcQu  votre  avant  demi^re  lettre, 
je  croyais  qu'il  seroit  trop  tard  pour  arriver  k  Robertson's  ferry.  L'ar- 
riv^e  du  Comte  Rochambeau  ct  des  autres  officiers  franyais  fait  que  je 
suis  maintenant  plus  dissip<S  que  je  no  I'etais  du  commencement  Cea 
Messieurs  viennent  me  voir  et  je  suis  sou  vent  avec  eux,  Au  reste  de- 
puL3  quinze  jours  mes  aflaires  particulieres  m*out  presque  toujours  appeM 
en  ville. 

J'ai  donne  un  memoire  au  Congres,  dans  lequel  j'ai  evacue  tout  ce 
que  j'avoLs  sur  I'estomac  depuis  1777  ;  jugez  si  je  doiii  me  trouver  sou- 
lage.  lis  ont  nomme  une  committee  delaquelle  Hamilton  est  presidents 
J'ai  expose  ma  situation  "  in  plain  English."  Le  rapport  n*est  pas  encore 
fait  Pour  de  la  paye  je  suis  deja  assure  de  recevoir  autant  que  mea 
pauvres  compaguons,  c'est  a  dire  peu  ou  rien.  Pour  les  autres  doman- 
des,  on  cmployera  a  ce  que  je  prt^vois  des  palliatits  pour  me  faire  vivre 
une  campagne  de  plus.  Au  reste,  je  dois  avouer  que  je  n'clais  jainaig 
trait<5  avec  plus  de  bont^S  depuis  que  je  suis  en  Amerique.  I^e  Congres 
parait  vouloir  me  faire  sA  cour  en  parlant  a  toute  occasion  de  notre  ar- 
m^e  avec  une  v(?neration  sans  egal  On  ne  lamente  le  mauvais  ^tat  do 
nos  finances  que  pour  ne  pouvoir  satisfaire  Ics  justes  demandes  de  nos 
genereux  officiers.  8i  les  compliments  pouvoient  nous  faire  vivre,  mon 
cher,  il  n'y  aurait  pas  uno  armee  aussi  riche  que  la  notre. 

C'est  du  nioins  quolqiie  chosu ;  pcrsonne  ne  s'avise  plus  do  dire 
'^Let  them  go,  we  shall  have  another  1" 

Taiscz  vous  au  nuni  de  Dieii  sur  mon  bonnet  de  nuit  et  sur  Qibral- 
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tar  I  Ah !  les  B  .  .  .  des  Angloia  1  S*ib  AToieiifc  dea  gSoSaaa.  et  dee 
mmistrea  commc  iU  ont  dcs  ofliciera  de  nuuine,  ils  feraient  la  ooDquAfeL* 
da  monde.  •  Que  je  respectc  oe  Howe ;  voiE  ce  qui  8'ai^>eUe  un  gnud 
manoeuvre  1  Elliot  certainemeut  a  znontr^  plus  de  yigaeur  que  ie  fii- 
meux  Lord  Comwalli;^ — mais  quand  on  coimait  le  roo  qu'il  a  defendu, 
la  chose  n*est  pas  taut  extraordinaire.  On  pent  dire  qne  lea  Dona  ont 
bien  dansd  la  foliu  d*£spagne. 

Je  VOU8  aurais  envoy^  copie  dc  mon  zndmoire  au  Congr^a^  mais  le 
volume  c^tjiit  trop  grand.  II  est  de  ma  propre  composition  :  mais  mon 
ami  Ic  Chancollier  Livingston  a  eu  la  complaisance  de  la  corrigcret 
d'efiUcer  les  traits,  oii  ma  plume  avait  un  peu  trop  appuy^.  Je  viens  de 
cac'hcter  un  gros  paquct  pour  Messieurs  les  ministres  ii  Versailles,  auz- 
quels  jo  parlo  aussi  clair  en  frant^ais  que  j*ai  parle  Angloia  au  Congres. 
Mr.  dc  la  Luzerne  ct  Mr.  de  Ghattellux  ont  approuvd  mon  language,  ils 
mVtu  promettcnt  du  succ^s.  II  e^t  dUre  de  se  battre  avec  TAm^rique 
et  la  France,  apres  qu'on  a  presquo  fait  la  paix  avec  les  Angloia. 

Cette  cliienne  de  coiTospondauce  ministericllc  ma*a  couti5  infiniment 
de  peine?.  Vous  sravez  que  jo  suis  sans  assistance,  mdme  pour  ma 
correspondance  Angloise.  Que  ferai-je  luon  ami,  si  je  dels  fiiire  encore 
une  c.impague  ?  Jo  ne  crois  pas  ({ue  Popham  a  envie  de  me  rojoindre ; 
du  moins  je  n'ai  pas  une  liirue  de  lui.  Oi^  trouverai-je  un  Walker?  mais 
jtj  n«^  dois  vous  rendre  trop  vain.  Mais  serieuaement,  oil  trouverai-je 
un  homnie  qui  peut  eonduire  ma  correspondance  ?  Voyez  un  peu,  si 
vous  pouvez  me  proposer  un  bon  sujet.  Vous  sravez  ce  qu'il  nio  faut. 
Je  conipte  toujours  sur  mon  North,  vous  s^^avez  cependant^  que  sa  furce 
ne  consiste  pas  dans  sa  plume.  Vous  scavez  aussi,  qu'il  t.*st  aussi  piires- 
si»ux  qu'il  est  ainiable.  Dt-puis  quatre  semaines  je  n'ai  pas  c*u  de  ses 
nou voiles,  ecrivez  lui  et  ^-undez  Ic  Taches  en  meme  temps  de  le  per- 
suad<.T  de  me  joindre  au  plus  tiird  a  la  fin  de  Mars. 

Gibbs  m'a  (lit  que  les  officiers  de  I'armee  etiiient  au  point  de  m'ecrire 
une  lettre  de  reconnaissance.  J'en  aurais  ete  infiniment  flatte;  dites 
moi  la  raison  qui  a  empecbe  ce  projet.  Je  vous  souhaite  une  benreuso 
nouvelle  annee.  N'oubliez  pas  mes  respects  au  general  et  il  Mrs,  Wash- 
ington.    Adieu  mon  ami ! 


XXIV. 

STEUBEN     TO     CHEVALIER    DE    LA    LUZERNE. 

Sndo/lTBi. 

Depuis  votro  minist^re  en  Amerique  Monsieur,  vous  m'avez  temo- 
igne  tant  de  bontees  qu'il  ne  me  faut  aucun  autre  encouragement  pour 
reclamer  votre  protection  dans  im  moment  de  detresse. 
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Je  n'entrerai  pas  ici  dans  un  narratif  detains  des  services,  que  j*ai 
rendus  dans  ce  pais,  de  tout  les  obstacles,  que  j*ai  du  surmonter,  du  peu 
de  moyens  que  j 'avals — tout  ces  difficulties  ne  vous  sont  que  trop  con- 
nues — -je  ne  m'ctendcrai  non  plus  sur  les  changements  de  notre  6tat 
militaire  depuis  que  la  discipline  ^tait  confiee  a  mes  soins ;  la  comparai- 
son  de  ce  qu'il  etoit  avec  ce  qu'il  est  aujourdbui  doit  justifier  mes  ope- 
rations. L'approbation  des  ofBcicrs  de  votre  armee  et  celle  dont  voua 
m'avez  honord  vous  meme,  m'a  persuade  que  mes  {>eines  n'ont  pas  6t6 
mal  employees. 

Mais  Monsieur  c'est  avec  une  peine  inexprimablc  que  je  dois  vous 
dire,  qu'il  est  absolument  bors  de  mon  pouvoir  de  soutenir  plus  lonp^ 
temps  la  misere,  a  la  quelle  je  me  vois  r^^ellement  expos^. 

Je  me  vois  sans  resoiu'ce,  sans  credit^  sans  appui,  et  Tid^o  qui  me 
cbocque  le  plus,  est  celle  que  je  me  vois  (Stranger  dans  un  pais,  oil  en 
justice  je  ne  devrois  plus  I'etre,  et  quelquefois  dans  mes  cbagrins,  j'at- 
tribue  a  ce  seul  titre  d'etranger  le  peu  d'egards  qu'on  a  pour  ma  condi- 
tion et  mes  services. 

Depuis  cinq  ans  je  ne  suis  pas  plus  payd  que  les  officiers  de  notre 
armde  en  general,  depuis  cinq  ans  il  ne  se  trouve  pas  une  seule  demande 
de  moi  dans  les  joumeax  du  Congr^s,  depuis  cinq  ans  je  n'ai  re^u  au- 
cune  faveur  ni  grace. 

Si  j'ai  souffert  pendant  ce  temps  c*etoit  toujours  dans  I'esp^rance 
qu'un  beureux  cbangement  de  nos  affaires  adouciroit  mon  sort.  Mais 
c'est  prdcisement  depuis  le  cbangement  le  plus  beureux  que  je  me  vois 
le  plus  neglige. 

Le  Secretaire  de  la  Guerre  commen9a  son  ministere  par  rogner  les 
dmolumens  qui  m'etoient  accordds  en  entrant  dans  le  service ;  il  m'6ta 
UQ  aide  de  camp,  diminua  le  nombro  des  oflicicrs  dans  mon  department, 
etc. 

Ce  ministre,  auquel  je  faisois  tons  les  mois  mes  rapports  de  I'^tat  de 
r&rm^e  n'a  pas  daign^  de  me  repondre  une  seule  fois  et  quoique  j'at- 

tribue  son  silence cela  me  ddcourage,  ^  continuer  une  be- 

Bogne  (Hi  je  devrois  etre  soutenu  par  le  Ministre  de  la  Guerre. 

C'est  depuis  ce  temps  que  je  dois  me  plaindre  non  seulement  des  neg- 
ligences maia  des  mauvais  proc<!}d^3  de  nos  ministres  et  finalement  je  me 
vois  a  present  rcduit  a  mauquer  de  tout. 

La  crainte  de  m'exposer  u,  des  refus  malhonnetes  me  retient  de  faire 
une  demande  quelconque. 

Ma  fortune  ^puisee,  la  cb^rete  et  plus  que  tout  rindifFcrence  avec 
laquelle  je  me  vois  traitd — m'engage  u  finir  une  carridre  desagrdable  et 
ruineuse.  Mais  avant  de  faire  une  demarcbe,  permettez  moi.  Monsieur, 
de  reclamer  votre  avis,  la  confiance  dans  vos  bontes  me  fera  suivre  votre 
direction  sans  m'en  6carter  d'aucune  mani^re. 

29* 
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XXVI. 

*8TEUBCN  TO  OnEYALZER  DB  LA  LUIBBVB. 

Five  years  have  passed  away,  while  with  courage  and  perserennoe 
I  have  pursued  the  object  to  make  our  army  perfect,  without  requiring 
support  of  those  from  whom  I  had  the  right  to  hope  for  it  Now,  how- 
ever, is  the  time  when  I  must  know  what  is  to  be  ray  lot  I  must  set- 
tle my  affairs  with  Congress,  and  need  not  tell  yon  what  advantage 
would  result  to  me  from  a  recommendation  of  the  Count  De  Vergennes, 
in  which  he  would  authorize  you  to  make  known  to  Congress  and 
to  the  commander-in-chief  that  it  was  with  the  acquiescence  of  the 
court  of  France  that  I  came  over  to  tliis  country.  I  entreat  you,  chev- 
alier, to  forward  the  inclosed  letter  on  this  subject  to  Count  Dc  Ver- 
gennes. 

XXVII. 

♦  STEUBEN  TO  COUNT  DE  VERGENNES. 

After  nearly  six  years  of  labor  and  pains,  will  you  allow  me  to  ask 
for  your  protection  ?  You  know  too  well  the  state  of  affairs  in  the 
American  army  to  make  il  necessary  to  describe  in  particular  my  own. 
A  witness  of  the  favors  which  the  munificence  of  the  king,  your  mas- 
ter, has  generously  bestowed  upon  the  French  officers  who  were  in  our 
anny,  I  could  not  but  ri'^ret  that  I  had  not  been  in  the  service  of  that 
generous  prince ;  nevertheless,  I  served  in  tlie  same  cause,  and,  I  may 
say,  with  the  same  zeal.  But  the  United  States  could  not  grant  me  auy 
gratuitous  recompense.  Yet  it  is  time  for  Congress  tx>  decide  my  lot 
for  the  future,  and  I  must  now  solicit  your  protection.  A  letter  from 
you,  authorizing  ^Ir.  De  Ln  Luzerne  to  interest  himself  for  me,  would 
obtain  for  me  advantages  which,  as  a  stranger,  I  could  not  hope  for. 
The  report  which  will  be  made  to  you  of  the  anny  by  Messrs.  De  Chat- 
telux,  De  Laval,  De  Segur,  Prince  De  Broglio,  Count  De  Deirxponts  and 
others,  will  prove  to  you  that  I  have  taken  great  jjains  to  deserve  your 
support  Encouraged  by  the  approbation  of  your  officers,  I  venture  to 
Eatter  myself  that  I  shidl  receive  tlie  favor  I  ask  for 

XXVUL 

♦STEUBEN     TO     VERQENNES. 

End  of  n^ 

I  have  for  a  long  time  wishel  to  unite  with  the  assurance  of  my  re- 
spect  for  you  a  circumstantial  n?port  of  my  openitions  since  my  arrival 
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here.  If  it  is  important  for  the  general  ffood  that  you  were  well  in- 
formed of  our  military  condition,  it  Is  eapecially  more  so  for  me  tliat  the 
details  be  given  you  by  an  enlightened  and  impartial  military  man. 

The  departure  of  Mr.  Le  Chevalier  Do  Chattelux  affords  me  the  op- 
portunity so  much  desired.  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  report  he  will 
make  to  you,  but  the  wish,  that  my  task  hns  been  so  conducted  as  to 
be  honored  by  your  approbation.  With  this,  sir,  I  sliall  not  regret  tl)«» 
toils  and  obstacles  I  had  to  surmount  in  pursuit  of  my  object 

The  title  of  foreigner  is  nowhere  so  agreeable  as  in  your  country, 
and  nowhere  so  disagreeable  as  among  the  English.  Though  Americans 
we  were  always  a  little  English  in  this  respect.  I  leave  you  to  judge 
if  it  was  ca-^y  to  introduce  a  Pru33ian  system  of  subordination  into  an 
army  where  a  few  days  previously  a  captain  had  chasen  his  colonel,  and 
a  sergeant  nominated  his  captiiin.  To  succeed  in  such  an  undertaking 
requires  either  vast  authority  or  efl'ectivo  patronage  or  a  great  deal  <>f 
money.  Entirely  destitute  of  these,  I  confess  that  success  appeared 
very  doubtful  to  me.  In  this  lonely  state  much  firmness  was  required 
to  witlistimd  the  checks  I  was  exposed  to.  But  the  more  difficult  tlie 
task  the  more  we  are  animated  to  engage  in  it ;  the  least  success  en- 
courages us  to  persevere  and  finish  the  work  once  begun.  This  is  my 
position  at  present  It  d(?pends  on  you,  Mr.  le  comte,  to  make  me 
confident  of  success.  Witli  a  little  support  from  you  I  am  sure  the 
task  will  be  accomplished.  It  is  for  the  general  good  that  I  claim  your 
favor  and  protection. 


XXIX. 

*   STEUBEN    TO    VERQENNES. 

When  I  had  the  honor  of  presenting  my  respects  to  you  at  Veiv 
sallies,  I  hoped  to  find  more  frequent  opportunities  of  informing  you  of 
the  success  o£  my  enterprise.  It  was,  however,  very  important  for  me 
that  Uie  report  of  my  operations  should  be  sent  you  by  a  military  man 
equally  impartial  and  well  informed.  This  opportunity  is  now  afforded 
by  the  departure  of  Mr.  Le  Chevalier  De  Chattelux  for  France.  He  has 
seen  tlie  maneuvers  of  the  American  army,  and  although  not  tlie  only 
French  officer  who  has  honored  the  execution  of  the  system  which  I 
have  established  with  his  approbation,  he  is  more  particularly  informed 
of  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  which  I  have  surmounted  by  the  perse- 
verance and  firmness  which  I  have  employed.  A  stranger  without 
recommendations,  and  often  without  resources,  tlie  execution  of  my 
plan  was  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties. 

It  gives  mo  great  satisfaction  to  address  this  letter  to  you,  Mr.  le 
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oomtey  at  a  timo  when,  by  the  judgment  of  oonnoisseiUB  in  Freadi 
tactics,  I  am  autliorized  to  jissurc  you  that  the  Americans  have  at 
pn\sent  an  infantry  very  superior,  in  order  and  discipline,  to  that  whidi 
England  cau  oppose  to  it.  Aflcr  six  years  of  hard  work  will  you  pei^ 
mit  me  to  recoil  to  your  memory  the  conversation  in  your  ofEce  7  It 
is  noted  in  tlie  annexed  memorial,  at  the  end  of  which  I  liave  ventured 
to  lay  open  to  you  my  desires  and  my  wislies.  Believing  that  I  have 
de8er^'(Ml  your  pratection,  from  your  way  of  thinking  I  anticipate  suc- 
cess. Tiie  time  seems  to  approacli  when  your  labors  will  be  crowned 
by  a  peace  glorious  to  France,  and  by  the  independence  of  America. 
You  can  not  forget  the  instruments  whose  services  you  have  made  use 
of  to  attain  tliis  important  objects 

XXX. 

STEUBEN     TO    VERGENNES. 

From  a  Mamoriai  addressed  to  the  French  Ministry  in  1782. 

Mr.  De  Steuben,  satisfied  that  the  French  ministry  is  fully  aware  of 
the  condition  of  the  American  army  at  tlie  time  of  his  arrival,  flatters 
hiiiisolf  that  after  the  rc])ort  which  tlie  Count  De  Roohambeau  and  the 
CheviiliiT  Dc  Cliattellux  are  goiucf  to  make,  a  comparative  view  will 
secure  hiin  tlio  approbation  of  the  French  court  The  zeal  an<l  perse- 
verance with  which,  for  a  period  ofni^arly  six  years,  he  has  surmounteil 
evrry  obstacle,  the  difficulty  of  conducting,  his  operations  without  any 
support,  and  ahuost  without  means,  and  la^stly  tht.^  sysU'Ui  which  he 
has  e.-tablished,  and  the  success  which  has  followed  it,  are  the  titles  on 
whicli  li(^  presumes  to  rest  his  claims  to  the  favor  and  muuificencv  of 
His  most  Christian  Majesty. 

He  hinds  himself  to  bring  the  work  he  has  commenced  to  a  termi- 
nation. It  is  only  when  the  war  shall  liave  ceased,  and  the  indepen- 
dence of  America  shall  have  been  recognized  by  England,  tJiat  he 
wislies  to  finish  his  days  in  the  dominions  of  His  Majesty.  He  hopes 
to  obtain  from  the  United  States  of  America  an  indemnity  for  the 
sacrifices  he  has  made  to  enable  him  to  enter  into  their  service.  This 
sum  would  nearly  reinstate  him  in  the  same  situation  lie  was  in  pre- 
vious to  his  leaving  Europe.  Who  can  he  look  to  for  the  reward  of 
such  a  hazardous  enterprise,  if  it  is  not  to  the  generosity  of  that  prince 
who  has  rewarded  the  smallest  services  rendered  in  tliis  revolution  ? 

Encouraged  by  these  examples  of  generosity,  he  presumes  to  take 
the  liberty  of  asking  for  the  favors  mentioned  in  the  following :  That 
His  jMajcsty  will  condescend,  after  this  war,  to  grant  him  tlie  same 
rank  in  his  armies  which  he  may  then  hold  in  tlie  American  ser>'icc 
As  his  age  will  hardly  allow  him  to  be  actively  employed,  the  rank 
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wiuch  he  asks  will  not  cause  any  jealousy  in  the  army.  That  will  be 
a  title  wished  for  by  an  old  soldier  which  would  confer  great  honor 
npon  him,  the  sole  object  of  his  ambition. 

That  His  Majesty  will  add  to  tlie  pension  which  Mr.  De  Steuben 
hopes  to  obtain  from  Congress,  such  a  sum  as  will  yield  him  a  life- 
interest  of  20,000  Hvres  per  annum,  to  enable  him  to  end  his  days  at 
ease  in  the  States  of  the  king. 

Mr.  De  Steuben  is  emboldened  to  beseech  the  Count  De  Vergennes 
to  grant  him  his  influence  for  obtaining  the  favor  which  he  asks.  It  is 
worthy  of  the  munificence  of  the  king.  It  will  be  the  reward  of  an  old 
soldier  who  has  sacrificed  all  to  attain  so  interesting  an  object  as  the 
independence  of  America. 

XXXI. 

'*  STEUBEN    TO    THE    PRINCE    DE     MONTBARSY. 

1733. 

Permit  me  to  recall  to  your  recollection  an  old  soldier  always 
mindful  of  the  many  kindnesses  you  have  shown  liirn  in  former  days. 

Five  years  have  elapsed  since  you  approved  an  enterprise,  the  suc- 
eess  of  which  at  that  time,  and  indeed  for  a  long  time  after,  seemed  to 
be  very  problematical.  Although  tlie  work  is  not  yet  entirely  finished, 
it  is  too  advanced  to  doubt  its  completion  any  longer.  Since  I  last  had 
the  honor  of  seeing  you  at  Ver.^ailles  I  liave  not  been  idle.  The  five 
campaigns  in  America  have  afforded  me  greater  experience  than  thirty- 
four  years'  service  in  Europe.  How  fortunate  you  are,  generals  in 
Europe !  You  get  an  army  and  means  and  have  nothing  to  do  but  act 
It  is  not  so  with  us ;  Congress  tells  us :  Look  for  your  army,  find  the 
means,  and  manage  as  well  as  you  can. 

Le  Chevalier  De  Chattellux  will  give  you  more  perfect  information 
on  the  matter  than  I  can.  I  have  requested  him  at  the  same  time  to 
give  you  the  details  of  my  proceedings.  I  should  consider  myself  very 
fortunate  should  you  deign  to  honor  them  with  your  approval.  But  prince, 
when  Mr.  De  Chattellux  tells  you  what  I  have  done  to  merit  your  appro- 
bation, he  will  tell  you  also  how  much  the  non-receipt  of  any  mark  of 
it  has  pained  me.  M.  Gerard,  M.  De  La  Luzerne,  M.  De  Chattellux 
arrived  one  after  the  other,  without  Uie  ministers  at  Versailles  making 
any  mention  to  them  of  an  honest  German  who  had  the  honor  of  being 
known  to  the  Prince  De  Montbarey  and  other  respectable  persons.  It 
has  cost  me  much  to  be  deprived  of  the  comfort  such  an  avowal  would 
have  afforded  me.  It  is  not  as  agreeable  to  be  a  foreigner  in  America 
as  it  is  in  France,  particularly  when  so  strange  a  doctrin<^  is  preached  in 
a  republic  as  obe<]ience  and  subordination.    But  I  do  not  want  to  pick 
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a  quirrcl  with  you ;  I  flatter  mysdf  that  having  steered  the  ship  without 
aasistance,  will  entitle  me  somewhat  to  your  esteem.  Your  militazy 
men  have  seen  tlie  maneuvers  of  the  American  army ;  my  labors  have 
been  honored  by  their  approval  What  more  can  I  require  to  make  me 
vain? 

XXXII. 

VEROENNES    TO     STEUBEN. 

VBUAn.Lia,'fo  SI  JuUUt^  1788. 
J'ai  rc^u,  Monsieur,  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avea  fait  Thonneur  de 
m*^rire  lo  30  Soptcmbre.  J'ai  toujours  pris  la  plus  grande  part  a  vo3 
succds,  vous  avez  rendu  des  services  csscntiels  aux  State  Unis,  et  je  ne 
doute  pas  que  vous  n'cn  rccucilliez  tout  Ic  fruit  quo  vous  avez  droit 
d'en  att^mdrc. 

tTai  rhonneur  d*dtre  tr^  sincercment,  Monsieur,  votre  tres  humble 
et  tr^s  ob^issant  Herviteur, 

De  Yergenxes. 

XXXIII. 

COUNT  E.  S,  DE  HERTZDERa,  PRUSSIAN   SECRETARY  OF   STATE,  TO  MR.  DUMAS, 
MINISTER-RESIDENT   OF   THE   UNITED   STATES,    AT   THE   HAGUE. 

Bkrlix,  le  25  Fecrier,  \1^. 

Monsieur, — J'ai  rhonneur  de  voils  dire  en  rdponse  u  votre  lottre. 
qu'il  faudrait  beaucoup  d'ecritures  pour  vous  envoyer  un  dtat  dotnillit  do 
la  paie  et  de  l.i  pubsistanoe  de  I'armee  Pnissionne,  ct  que  je  SiTaw 
oblip^1  do  vous  dcmandre  encore  des  eclaircissenients  siir  ce  qui  fait  le 
veritable  but  et  objet  dc  cette  recherche.  S'il  est  jx)ur  rinformatiou  de? 
Etats  Unis  d'Amcrique  ils  pouvoient  y  parvcnir  plus  aiscment  puisqu  ils 
ont  j\  leur  service  Mr.  le  Gen<5ral  <le  Steuben,  qui  a  etc  autrefois  au  ser- 
vice Prussien,  que  le  counait  au  fond  ct  qui  est  un  officier  fort  intelli- 
gent. 

Je  suis,  Monsieur,  votre  tres,  etc. 

XXXIV. 

*   STEUBEN     TO     NORTH.    (?) 

Summer  of  17SS, 

It  is  SO  difficult  to  correspond  with  one  so  lazy  as  you  are,  that  1 

often  throw  down  my  pen  when  I  have  tlie  most  cheerlul  things  to  tell 

you.     Tliis  dij^bandment  of  tlic  army,  for  instance,  was  so  thoroughly 

comic  that  you  would  laughed  yourself  si<rk  had  you  seen  it.     I  drew 
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the  most  amusing  picture  of  it  for  your  special  entertainmenty  but  all  of 
a  sudden  I  thought,  "  The  lazy  fellow  does  not  deserve  it,"  and  I  tore 
up  tlie  work.  The  good  man  whose  portfolio  was  always  for  the  army, 
Pandora's  box,  no  sooner  communicated  his  dispatches,  than  the  senti- 
ments concerning  tliem  were  of  the  most  diverse  character.  The  most 
stupid  were  in  ecstacies  of  admiration  at  his  great  policy ;  the  most  vi- 
olent swore,  and  the  most  feeble  shed  tears.  I  leave  you  to  judge  to 
what  class  your  old  friend  belonged.  Well,  yes,  since  you  guess  it, 
what  is  the  use  of  denying  it  ?  I  swore  like  an  Englisli  sailor  who  has 
not  been  paid  his  wagea  I  could  not  conceal  my  surprise  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, that  the  minister  of  war  could  become  the  bearer  and 
the  executor  of  such  strange  arrangements.  One  of  the  poor  man's 
friends  undertook  to  defend  him,  by  assuring  me  that  it  was  altogether 
i^ainst  his  inclination,  but  the  finance  minister  compelled  him  to  do  all 
these  tilings,  and  that  he  treated  the  good  man  in  the  most  comtemptu- 
ous  manner.  Enraged  as  I  was,  I  could  not  refrain  from  laugliing  at  this 
exculpation.  The  wicked,  big  Morris,  to  treat  a  good  fello^v  in  such  a 
shameful  manner  I  The  next  day  I  dined  with  the  good  man,  at  the 
house  of  our  friend  Pickering.  The  compuny  was  far  from  gay.  I  was 
as  angry  as  the  devil  The  good  man  might  have  been  very  jolly,  but 
these  gloomy  countenances  afflicted  him  to  that  degree  that  he  ate 
nothing  but  some  pudding  and  cheese.  Afler  dinner  he  took  me  aside, 
and  asked  me  if  I  could  not  lend  him  a  little  money.  I  told  him  po- 
litely that  my  finances  were  a  miniature  copy  of  those  of  the  new  em- 
pire. He  sighed,  and  in  order  not  to  leave  me  in  any  doubt  of  liis  kind- 
heartedness,  he  said  that  he  wanted  a  little  money,  in  order  to  give 
three  or  four  dollars  to  some  officers  of  his  acquaintance  (probably  from 
his  country),  to  enable  tliem  to  get  home.  What  an  excellent  heart  had 
this  minister  of  war,  and  how  wicked  was  Morris  to  send  this  excel- 
lent fellow  without  giving  him  a  little  money  to  show  the  generosity  of 
Ills  soul.  He  executed  his  commission,  however ;  sent  the  vagabonds 
.home,  without  giving  them  time  to  breatlie.  There  was  nothing  said 
about  settling  accounts.  *'  Go  in  peace,"  was  the  pass-word ;  and  in 
three  days  they  were  so  dispersed  that  they  never  will  be  found  to- 
getlier  again  until  the  day  of  judgment  Is  not  tliis  the  day  that  all  the 
preachers  say  tliat  all  accounts  will  be  settled  ?  Well,  I  shall  hold  my- 
self in  readiness  for  that  day.  But  let  us  return  to  our  glorious  work. 
Numbers  of  these  warriors  are  gone  to  New  York ;  several  are  gone  to 
the  islands,  and  others  to  Ireland.  As  to  these  we  are  rid  of  them  with- 
out paying  a  cent,  and  tliat  is  so  much  gained  for  our  dear  country. 

Will  you  not  be  wicked  enough  to  call  me  a  sad  dog,  when  you 
read  df  this  disbandment  ?  I  know  you.  You  are  just  the  man  to  do 
80,  and  to  accuse  your  best  friend.     It  is  not  the  first  time  tliat  you 
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called  mo  a  sour-tempered  fellow.  Say  whatever  you  please^  I  know 
that  I  am  only  too  good-natured.  The  proof  is  tliat  I  am  fond  of  yoo, 
notwithstunding  your  laziness  and  all  your  other  fauU&  Say  what  yon 
will,  only  let  me  get  vent  for  my  spleen.  As  you  are  in  the  habit  of 
burning  lay  letters,  I  willingly  oifer  you  this  one  for  the  same  purpose. 
Let  us  then  return  to  the  stage.  Every  man  played  his  port  in  the  nu.'!- 
ancholy  scene  according  to  his  cliaracter.  As  I  could  not  trust  my 
temper,  I  shut  myself  up  in  my  rooms  and  pleaded  ilhiess.  Each  coqi^ 
was  disbanded  by  separate  orders  to  the  commander  of  each  regimeut, 
with  the  exception  of  the  general  order  announcing  the  resolution  of 
Congi^ess.  Each  corps  dispersed  without  leave-taking  on  either  side. 
As  Congress  said  nothing  to  eitlier  ofidcers  or  soldiers,  the  commander- 
in-chief  did  not  see  fit  to  say  any  tiling,  although  every  one  considered 
this  an  absolute  dismissal  I  was  the  only  person  who  had  to  bear  the 
sod  farewells  of  tlie  olficers  and  soldiers.  They  come  to  visit  mc  in  my 
retreat,  and  nearly  all  of  them,  in  heart-broken  accents,  began  the  coa- 
veniiation  by  asking  me  wliat  I  thought  of  the  way  in  which  they  had 
b4,>en  dismissed.  Not  venturing  to  i<uy  what  I  thought^  I  had  nothing 
lell  to  do  but  jLssure  them  of  my  friendship,  and  console  them  as  well 
as  I  could.  The  New  York  regiments,  which  were  a  model  of  disci- 
pline and  order  for  the  entire  army,  were  disbanded  the  same  day.  The 
ollicors  did  me  the  honor  to  present  me  an  address,  of  which  I  inclose 
you  a  eopy.  As  they  only  addressed  their  governor  and  myself,  how 
do  you  think  the  proceeding  will  be  regarded  ?  However  that  may 
lx»,  1  feel  infmitely  llattered,  and  tlicir  kindly  sentiments  towards  me 
will  be  the  consolation  of  my  old  days.  But,  my  friend,  if  Congress 
requires  me  to  produce  other  certificates  tlian  those  of  the  officers  and 
Boldiei-s — those  same  othcers  and  soldiei-s  from  whom  I  liave  exacted  a 
rigid  performance  of  duty — if  Congress  requires  certificates  from  my 
superiors  to  settle  my  recompense,  they  may  save  our  dear  country  a 
very  large  expense. 

XXXV. 

*    STEUBEN     TO     RIOUARD     PETERS. 

End  ^  nsa. 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  tlie  23<1.  This  gloiious  peace  has 
caused  a  great  change  in  my  way  of  thinking.  You  know,  my  dear 
friend,  that  I  have  ollen  lamented,  like  Heraclitus,  tlie  follies  of  the  hu- 
man race.  But  I  now  laugh,  like  Democritus,  particularly  at  our  ex- 
travagance. A  money,  without  gold  or  silver ;  military  schools  where 
they  teach  the  Presbyterian  catechism  ;  arsenals  filled  with  tlie  "Word 
of  Go<l ;  and  even  tlie  hereditary  sin  of  Congress,  an  empty  purse,  are 
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things  to  make  the  gloomiest  pedagogue  laugh.  But  what  will  the 
worid  say  if  this  great  independent  empire,  which  has  supported  a  war 
for  ei^t  years  against  Great  Britain,  can  not  support  itself  during  one 
year  of  peace  ?  0  !  Fathers  of  the  Areopagus,  spare  the  poor  Ameri- 
cans this  ridicule.  Do  not  make  money  without  metal,  nor  arsenals 
without  arms.  "  Has  not  this  old  German  baron  plenty  of  reason  to 
laugh  at  his  own  folly  ?"  you  will  say,  as  a  member  of  Congrea<?.  "  Must 
he  always  amuse  himself  at  tlie  expense  of  his  sovereigns  ?"  Stop,  m«.*in- 
ber  of  Congress!  I  am  a  Baron  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  conse- 
quently a  sovereign  myself  Quite  as  poor,  but  quite  as  proud  as  any 
American  senator,  I  retain  the  privilege  of  laughing  at  your  folly  as  I 
laugh  at  those  of  the  sovereign  pontiff  or  of  kings.  Will  tliey  believe 
in  Europe,  that  after  seven  years  of  war  this  country  is  quite  as  thickly 
populated,  if  not  more  so,  as  it  was  when  the  war  began ;  that  at  tliis 
moment  the  country  is  quite  as  widely  cultivated,  has  as  much  mer- 
chandise and  far  more  coin  than  it  had  before  the  war ;  that  its  com- 
merce is  more  extended  than  ever,  and  its  ports  the  markets  of  the 
world ;  that  everybody  has  more  of  every  thing  than  he  needs ;  that 
among  three  millions  of  men,  tliirteen  (certainly  the  most  enlightened) 
have  been  chosen  to  govern  this  vast  empire ;  and  that  tliis  same  vast 
empire  has  no  more  credit  than  the  smallest  village  in  the  Canton  of 
Grisons  ?  0 1  Fathers  of  tlie  Areopagus,  suffer  not  (he  Orisons  and  the 
Grisettes  to  laugh  at  us  1  Go  on,  gentlemen;  when  Providence  gives 
you  wisdom,  I  shall  lose  the  gi-eatest  object  of  my  mirth. 

"  But,  gentlemen  laughers,  what  would  you  do  if  you  were  Con- 
gress, without  money,  without  credit^  witliout  authority,  and  the  people 
unwilling  to  pay  taxes  ?"  The  case  is  certainly  a  difficult  one.  As  a 
Prussian  officer  I  shall  reply — .  But  that  won't  do.  I  should  resort 
to  common  sense.  I  should  beg  common  sense  to  speak  to  tlie  people 
in  its  own  language  (the  most  unintelligible  to  the  people) ;  to  explain 
first  the  advantages  that  result  from  tlie  independence  obtained  by 
peace ;  then  the  debt  they  have  contracted  to  obtain  these  advantages ; 
tlie  necessity  to  pay  these  debts  to  maintain  the  national  credit ;  the 
decline  of  a  nation  and  of  each  individual  inhabitant,  when  the  national 
credit  declines ;  the  advantages  of  a  solid  confederation  to  secure  the 
property  of  every  citizen  ;  and  finally,  I  would  beg  common  sense  to 
show  the  people  a  bill,  as  simple  as  that  of  a  butcher,  of  the  general 
debt,  the  annual  interest,  the  division  of  this  interest  among  the  inhab- 
itants, and  the  sum  required  to  pay  it  off  and  provide  for  the  wants  and 
the  security  of  the  empire,  also  divided  among  the  people.  The  people, 
seeing  that  this  sum  will  be  very  small  (wliich  it  ought  to  be),  will  not 
hesitate  to  adopt  the  proposed  measures. 

I  think  that  a  pamphlet  written  by  Common  Sense  on  this  subject 
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would  produce  a  better  effect  than  all  the  reoommendstioiis  of  GongMi 
in  prose  and  verse.    *^  But  if  the  people  will  not  listen  to  Goimnoo 
Sense  ?"    In  that  case,  I  should  say  to  such  a  people,  '*  Go  to  the  devil 
with  your  independence." 
Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

XXXVI. 

•   STEUBEN     TO     KNOX. 

Bkusakius  Hall  ox  tob  ScHimJULL» 
FefHruary  *th^  irS4,  in  a  l&ng  MiUng. 

Mr  Deak  Knox, — ^I  hope  that  North  has  told  you  how  deeply  I  re- 
.  gretted  quitting  the  army  without  bidding  you  adieu  at  West  Point  The 
presence  of  the  Secretary  of  War  delayed  me  three  days  longer  than  I 
expected.  I  intended  to  devote  those  three  days  to  seeing  you,  my 
friend ;  to  present  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  your  lady ;  to 
tako  your  ordors  for  Pliiladt>lphia — perliaps  for  Europe.  I  wanted  to 
ask  you  for  lctt<'rs  and  advice ;  but  Ibis  minister — this  man  who  de- 
ranges every  thing  without  knowing  how  to  arrange  any  tiling — spoiled 
my  favorite  project  of  seeing  my  frien«l,  the  Governor  of  Eldora/io.  or 
of  West  Point — which  is  almost  tlie  same  thing,  except  that  the  sheep 
arc  not  rose  color,  and  the  young  Incas  play  with  pebbles  which  arc  not 
exactly  diamonds. 

Here  1  am,  my  fiieml,  in  a  country-house  three  miles  distant  from 
— Athens  ? — Rome  ? — no,  'tis  Philadelphia.  I  regard  with  veneration 
the  seat  of  our  Areopagus,  at  a  certiiin  distance.  As  a  counoisseur  looks 
at  and  examines  the  ])ictures  of  Rubens  or  Van  Dyck,  he  admires  the 
boldness  and  magnificence  of  these  chefs  d^auvre  at  a  proper  distance 
from  them ;  and  were  he  to  ap})roach  one  st<?p  nearer,  he  would  sec 
nothing  but  a  mass  of  colors  jumbled  together,  and  stains,  which,  how- 
ever, are  necessary  to  produce  the  general  effect ; — so  do  I  admire  at  a 
distance  of  three  miles.  But  away  with  these  com]>arisons.  I  am 
going  to  write  myself  out  of  the  best  of  all  republics.  The  fact  is,  that 
J  am  in  the  country  because  I  hav(i  not  the  wherewithal  to  hve  in 
town  ;  because  I  will  not  dine  with  anybody  for  the  reason  tliat  I  can 
not  give  anybody  a  dinner ;  because  I  do  not  pay  visits  to  peopli^  who 
do  not  visit  honest  men  ;  and  because  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  in  so- 
ciety where  I  can  not  damn  certain  persons  in  high  office  and  particu- 
larly "  the  great  diHiurhrrs.'* 

Here  are  reasons  enough,  I  think,  for  living  in  my  barrel,  like  Dio- 
genes, and  for  ciirsing  llie  Iniman  race.  In  my  execrations.  I  always 
except  the  general  and  the  army,  as  an  Italian  sailor  always  exc*?pls 
San  Antonio  of  Padua,  before  he  sends  all  the  other  saints  to  the 
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devil  How  foftunate  you  are  to  belong  to  the  army ;  otherwise  you 
would  be  damned  along  witli  tlie  rest  of  the  crowd.  God  forgive  me  I 
Here  is  an  entire  page  of  large  foolscap  covered  witii  nonsense.  Why 
is  it,  I  wonder,  that  I  can  never  speak  rationally  with  you  ?  My  per- 
sonal position  is  serious  enough.  I  am  ruined,  in  the  fullest  sense  of 
the  word.  The  Prussian  service  cost  me  half  my  fortune  ;  but  it  won 
me  esteem  and  consideration  in  tlie  Old  World.  The  American  service 
costs  me  the  rest  of  my  worldly  possessions,  and  the  ministers  treat 
me  worse  than  a  vagrant  in  this  New  World.  No,  I  can  not  and  will 
not  suflfer  any  longer.  I  can  not  any  longer  depend  on  persons  who 
are  incapable  of  recognizing  a  man's  merit  and  social  condition.  Let 
Congress  deal  with  its  ministers  or  cease  to  liave  any  thing  to  do  with 
me.  This  is  my  final  determination.  I  am  satisfied  with  having  shown 
to  those  who  understand  the  art  of  war,  an  American  army  worthy  of 
their  approbation ;  an  infantry  such  as  England  has  never  brought  into 
the  field ;  officers  who  understand  their  profession,  and  who  would  do 
honor  to  any  army  in  Europe ;  and  soldiers  who  arc  well  drilled  and 
obedient  I  am  satisfied  with  having  saved  the  country,  since  the  es- 
tablisliment  of  the  inspector-generalship,  at  least  $600,000  in  arms  and 
accoutermente  alone.  (You  can  decide  if  I  am  guilty  of  exaggeration 
in  this  regard.)  I  am  satisfied  with  having  won  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  the  officers  and  soldiers;  and  I  am  satisfied  with  having  done 
my  duty  honorably  on  all  occasions  that  I  wi\s  called  upon  to  act.  I 
regret,  however,  that  political  considerations  deprived  me  of  other  op- 
portuflities  of  distinction ;  and  I  shall  always  regret  that  circumstances, 
perhaps,  induced  me  to  undertake  the  defense  of  a  country  where 
CsBiiar  and  Hannibal  would  have  lost  tlieir  reputation,  and  where  every 
fiumer  is  a  general,  but  where  nobody  wishes  to  be  a  soldier.  I  am 
sorry  that  I  was  obliged  to  solicit  tlie  command  of  a  division  at  the  siege 
of  York,  but  I  am  glad  that  I  obtained  it,  and  proved  that  it  was  not 
the  first  siege  at  which  I  had  served  as  an  officer.  In  short,  my  friend, 
I  am  glad  that  I  kept  my  word  to  form  a  regular  and  well-drilled  army, 
in  spite  of  the  numberless  obstacles  that  I  met  with.  I  had  a  hard 
task  to  overcome  the  prejudices — well  or  ill  founded — against  all  for- 
eigners. Without  support,  without  credit,  not  knowing  a  word  of  the 
language,  and  what  is  more,  without  flattering  anybody,  I  am  some- 
times astonished  that  I  was  able  to  succeed  at  all  in  my  task.  Nevei^ 
theless  the  work  is  accomplished.  It  only  wants  care  and  diligence  to 
make  it  perfect.  This  is  not  so  easily  done  as  some  people  fancy.  A 
year,  a  campaign  of  neglect,  and  you  may  bid  farewell  to  order  and  dis- 
cipline. The  campaign  of  '81  demonstrated  tliis  tlioroughly.  I  should 
be  willing  to  place  our  battalions  alongside  of  the  French  (I  do  not  of 
course  speak  of  tiieir  dress) ;  but  undress  them,  and  any  one  who  un- 
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derstands  it  will  dedaro  that  thej  are  troops  wfaidi  wohld  do  honor  to 
any  European  army.  Do  not  accuse  me  of  gasconading.  I  refer  to 
tlie  judgment  of  French  officers  who,  and  not  our  minW^w  of  war,  will 
make  the  report  of  our  army  in  Europe. 

"  But  what  is  the  good  of  all  this,"  a  philosopher  would  say,  "  when 
you  luivc  nothing  to  cat  ?  And  this  is  exactly  your  case,  Mr.  Inspector 
(Tcneral.  If  an  honest  Tory  had  not  lent  you  yesterday  fifty  louis,  you 
wojild  Ue  dinnorlcss  to-day.  If  a  good  quakeress  had  not  given  yew 
a  bed,  you  would  be  lying  on  straw.  You  were  five  years  in  the  coun- 
try, and  notwithstanding  your  brilliant  services  you  have  not  received 
the  honor  of  citizenship.  Tou  arc  called,  in  plain  English,  *  a  stranger,' 
even  sometimes  ^an  adventurer,'  and  you  are  treated  accordingly .** 
This  sarue  philosopher  told  me  that  he  lately  heard  a  member  of  Con- 
gress from  allude  to  my  dissatisfaction  in  about  the  foUowing 

terms:  "  Wliat  can  ho  complain  of?  Has  he  not  received  his  ratiom^ 
and  for  the  service  which  ho  may  have  done,  he  will  rciceive  his  wages 
Uke  our  officers,  and  then  let  him  go,"  etc.,  etc.,  etc 

Oil,  Mr.  Philosopher,  you  are  a  Tory.  It  is  not  possible  that  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  would  use  such  language.  You  tell  me  this  only  to 
put  me  in  a  p:i&sion — to  make  me  abandon  the  good Ciiuse.  But  I  wont 
do  so.  1  am  a  man  of  honor,  an<i  I  will  fulfill  my  engagements,  not- 
withstimdiiig  the  little  slights  of  the  ministers  or  the  silly  talk  of  a 
single  mcnilxT  of  Congress.  We  are  in  a  republic,  where,  tliank  God! 
Jionors  are  not  hereditiiry,  as  the  title  of  baron  is  in  Germany.  This 
nKMnbi.T  will,  perhaps,  be  w?nt  about  his  business,  as  a  disgrace  t*  a  re- 
specUible  body,  and  the  minister  will  perhaps  be  soon  sent  back  lo  his 
old  trade,  and  then  every  thing  will  go  on  well  in  our  young  republic. 

This  is  the  way  I  reason,  and  the  devil  himself  can  not  jwrsuade 
me  to  abandon  the  good  cause.  I  watt^li  from  a  distance  the  turn 
tilings  are  taking ;  but  let  what  will  happen,  imlcss  the  great  disturb- 
ers disturb  me,  I  will  not  disturb  myself.  Hunger  alone  "will  oblige  me 
to  get  leave  anil  go  to  Europe,  where  at  least  '*  our  great  and  good  ally" 
will  give  m(j  "  the  conunon  rations,"  and  then — and  then — ^and  then- 
nothing  is  certiiin  except  that  after  all  one's  follies,  one  can  not  avoid 
the  last — that  of  dying.  My  friends  in  America,  however,  have  an  op- 
portunity to  commit  another,  namel}',  to  erect  a  monument  to  my 
memory.  The  insenption  will  be  found  all  ready  on  the  tomb  of  the 
celebrated  poet  who  died  of  hunger  in  Jlngland. 

Enough  of  this  raving,  my  dear  Knox ;  but  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
tnith  in  it.  Have  no  news,  except  that  my  wagoner  has  just  told  me 
that  a  new  president  was  elected  yesterday — M.  Boudinot  of  Jersey. 
He  is  a  fme  man,  whom  I  love  and  esteem.  God  be  praised  that  the 
world  is  not  as  bad  as  my  cynic  philosopher  represents  it. 


APPSKDIX.  698 

Give  mj  respects  to  Mrs.  Knox.  Always  jour  sincere  friend  and 
servant^  Steubkk. 

xxxvn. 

FREEDOM   OF  THE   CITT  OF  ALBANY,    PRESENTED   TO   STEUBEN. 

Albam  T,  July  2Sd,  1788. 

Sib, — ^Engaged  in  a  war,  the  event  of  which  must  inevitably  in- 
volve the  happiness  or  misery  of  millions  and  their  posterity,  America 
was  much  indebted  to  such  of  her  virtuous  sons  who  gallantly  stepped 
fOTth  to  vindicate  their  country's  injured  rights  but  more  grateful  sen- 
sations were  excited  toward  those  who,  interested  in  our  contest  from 
a  regard  to  the  liberties  of  mankind,  and  impelled  by  a  love  of  honor 
and  ardent  wish  to  contribute  to  the  establishment  of  our  independence, 
sacrificed  their  domestic  ease  and  happiness  to  aid  in  repelling  a  cruel, 
hostile  and  tyrannic  foe. 

Among  those,  sir,  whom  America's  just  cause  induced  to  rank  among 
her  defenders,  she  will  always  cherish  with  gratitude  the  remembrance 
of  the  man,  who  with  unabating  perseverance  has  labored  to  form  her 
armies,  and  who  has  so  materially  contributed  to  render  Uicm  respect- 
able for  discipline  and  regularity. 

Impressed  with  these  ideas,  permit  us  as  members  of  the  Corpora- 
tion of  this  city  to  congratulate  you,  sir,  upon  your  arrival  in  it^  and 
as  a  mark  of  the  respect  we  entertain  for  you,  sir,  and  the  sense  of  the 
services  you  have  rendered  our  country,  to  beg  your  acceptance  of  the 
freedom  of  our  city,  and  to  express  our  wish  that  the  presence  of  our 
Mayor  could  have  enabled  us  to  address  you  as  a  Corporation ;  but  as 
our  charter  authorizes  any  tliree  of  the  aldermen  to  grant  the  freedom 
of  the  city,  we  indulge  in  the  idea  with  pleasure  of  having  the  honor 
of  considering  you,  sir,  as  one  of  our  fellow-citizens. 


Know  all  men  by  those  presents,  that  we,  Peter  W.  Yates,  Corne- 
lius Cuyler,  John  J^is.  Beeckman,  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Thomas  Hun 
and  Abraham  Schuyler,  Esqrs.,  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Albany,  being 
well  assured  of  the  great  and  distinguished  services  rendered  to  this 
country  by  the  Honorable  Major  General  Baron  de  Steuben,  Inspector 
General  of  the  American  army,  do  admit  him  a  freeman  of  the  said 
dty,  hereby  giving  and  granting  unto  him  all  the  rights,  Ubcrties  and 
privileges  which  an  inhabitant  and  freeman  of  the  said  city  has  or  is 
entitled  to  enjoy.  In  testimony  whereof  we  liave  to  these  presents 
subscribed  our  names  and  caused  the  pubhc  seal  of  the  said  city  to  be 
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affixed,  the  23d  day  of  July  in  the  8th  year  of  our  independence  and 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1783. 

Peter  W.  Yates.  Jouk  Jab.  Beeckmav. 

TnoMAfl  Hun.  Abraham  ScHmrLER. 

Philip  Van  Rensselaer.  Cornelius  Cutler. 


XXXVIII. 
Steuben's   answer   to   the   oitt   of   albant. 

The  measure  iu  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  notice  me  de- 
mands my  most  respectful  acknowledgment  I  feci  m3rself  exceedingly 
fluttered  by  the  honor  I  receive  in  being  ranked  among  the  citiEcns 
of  this  ancient  and  respectable  city,  and  will  ever  hold  it  in  grateful 
remembrance. 

Love  of  honor  and  a  regard  to  the  liberties  of  mankind  led  me  to 
America ;  but  the  virtues  of  her  brave  sons  have  urged  my  stay,  and 
induced  mc  to  the  exertion  of  every  talent  I  was  possessed  of  in  her 
service.  I  have  bt'en  Irnppy  enough  to  see  the  completion  of  my 
wishes :  Aniorica  superior  to  all  her  enemies  I 

I  sliouM  have  been  happy  in  paying  my  respects  to  the  worshipful 
Mayor,  but  his  absence  unfortunately  deprives  me  of  that  honor. 

I  beg  the  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Assistants  of  this  respectable 
city  will  do  justice  to  my  sensibility  on  this  occasion,  and  accept  my 
sincere  wishes  for  its  prosperity  and  happiness.  With  the  most  pro- 
found respect,  etc. 

XXXIX. 

FREEDOM   OF   THE   CITY   OF   NEW   YORK,    PRESEKTED   TO   STEUBEN. 

,Nkw  Yokk,  October  11«,  17S4. 

City  of  New  York,  ss. 

By  James  Duane,  Esqr.,  Mayor,  and  the  Record«*r,  Aldermen  and 
Assistants  of  the  City  of  New  York  in  Common  Council  convened,  To 
all  people  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  or  concern,  Greeting: 
Whereas  the  Honorable  Frederick  William  Baron  de  Steuben,  Major 
General  and  Inspector  General  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  among  other  individuals  who  have  distinguished  tliemselves 
in  our  happy  Revolution,  hath  rendered  important  services,  and  this 
country  is  more  especially  indebted  to  his  well-directed  efforts  for  the 
introduction  of  that  system  into  our  military  establishment  on  which 
the  reputation  and  suc(jess  of  our  arms  so  much  de|iended ;  the  bat- 
tle of  Monmouth  soon  after  the  commencement  of  his  labors  and  every 


APPENDIX.  695 

subsequent  event  of  the  late  war  being  memorable  proofs  of  the  utility 
of  that  system  in  the  field ;  and  the  records  of  Congress  bearing  tes- 
timony in  how  great  a  degree  it  contributed  to  promote  the  interests 
of  national  economy ;  Now  therefore  know  ye,  that  we,  being  mindful 
of  the  distinguished  merit  of  tlie  said  Baron  de  Steuben,  have  received 
and  admitted,  and  by  tliose  presents  do  receive  and  admit  the  said 
Baron  de  Steuben  to  be  a  freeman  of  tlie  said  city,  within  the  Umits 
of  which  he  hath  chosen  his  residence,  to  hold,  exercise  and  enjoy  all 
the  privileges,  advantages  and  immunities  to  the  freedom  of  the  said 
city  incident  and  appertaining,  as  a  public  mark  of  the  sense  we  enter- 
tain of  his  services,  of  our  esteem  for  him  personally,  and  of  the  in- 
terest we  take  in  his  happiness. — In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused 
the  public  seal  of  the  said  city  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  these  pres- 
ent' to  be  inclosed  in  a  golden  box.  Witness  James  Duane,  Esquire, 
Mayor  of  the  said  city,  tliis  eleventh  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  and  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  State  of  New  York  the  ninth.  Jabies  Duanb. 
By  order  of  Uie  Common  Council. 

Robert  Benson,  Clerk. 
(l,  s.) 

XL. 

STEUBEN     TO     PBINOE     HENRT     OF     PRUSSIA. 

1785. 

MoNSEiGNEUR, — Apres  une  guerre  de  sept  ans  j'ai  pour  la  seconde 
fois,  et  en  apparence  pour  la  derniere  fois— -d(;pose  cette  ^p^e,  dont  je 
fis '  le  premier  usage  sous  lea  ordres  de  Votre  Altesse  lioyale.  Je  me 
flatte,  Monseigneur,  que  mes  travaux  militaires  dans  cette  hemisph(jre 
ne  m'ont  pas  rendu  indigne  de  me  vanter  de  la  gloire  d'avoir  fait  mon 
apprentissage  sous  un  prince,  qui  ne  fait  pas  moins  I'admiration  de 
I'Amerique  que  des  autres  parties  du  globe.  Le  succ<^s  de  cette  revo- 
lution m'a  procures  plusieurs  marques  de  distinction  qui  flattent  I'am- 
bition  d'un  soldat,  mais  I'assurance  qu'on  m'a  donnee,  que  Votre  Altesse 
Royale  daigne  encore  se  souvenir  de  moi,  fait  le  corable  de  ma  gloire. 
Aussi  ne  fallait-il  pas  moins  pour  m'encourager  d'adresser  a  Votre  Al- 
tesse Royale  ce  tdraoignage  de  mes  profonds  respects. 

Le  sieur  Littelpage,  Americain  et  Capitaine  au  service  d'Espagne, 
aura  I'honneur  de  presenter  cclle-ci  a  Voti-e  Altesse  Royale.  Ce  jeune 
officier  s'est  distingu6  dans  la  derniere  guerre  a  Mahon  et  Gibraltar  sous 
les  ordres  du  Due  de  Crillon  et  du  Prince  de  Nassau.  Son  inclination 
pour  ce  metier  excite  en  lui  cette  ambition  louable  de  se  faire  connaltro 
des  grands  capitaines  d'Europe.    Disposd  ^  lui  rendre  les  plus  grands 
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services,  j'ose  sapplier  Yotre  Altesse  Royale  do  llunmeur  de  m  bule 
protectioxL    II  m'a  donno  sa  parole  de  8*en  rendre  digoe. 

XLL 

*  STEUBSN  TO  TBI  DUKE  DE  MOXTlfORKVCT. 

1789. 

MoxBiEUR  Le  Due, — 

The  bearer  of  this  letter,  Mr.  Littelpage,  captain  in  the  Spanish 
service,  wishes  me  to  give  him  letters  to  military  men  in  France.  To 
whom,  sooner  than  to  yourself,  could  I  direct  him  ?  The  distinction 
which  he  won  at  the  capture  of  Minorca,  under  the  Duke  De  Crillon, 
and  at  Gibraltar  under  the  Prince  of  Nassau,  entitle  him  to  your  kind- 
ness and  protection.  But  while  I  claim  your  good  offices  for  a  young 
soldier,  allow  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  ask  your  kind  consideration  for 
the  old  soldier  who  has  the  honor  to  present  him  to  you.  The  proo& 
that  you  gave  me  in  America  of  your  friendship,  are  too  precious  not 
to  wish  for  their  continuance.  I  have  no  longer  any  corrc^ondents  in 
your  country.  France  has  forgotten  me.  But  you  are  Vjo  generous 
not  to  be  an  exception.  I  send  you,  inclosed,  a  little  pamphlet  con- 
taining a  plan  for  the  organization  of  a  militia,  which  I  am  heartily 
anxious  to  see  exocuteil.  Do  me  the  favor  to  look  over  it  and  to  let 
nie  know  your  opinion  of  it 

Your  ministry  at  Versaillua  is  in  a  great  hurry  to  play  the  pacifi- 
cat(;r  for  fill  Europe ;  and  why  should  they  be  prevented  from  cutting 
their  throats  when  they  desire  to  do  so.  as  John  Roastbeef  says  in  "  The 
Scotchman."  But  this  convention  of  tlie  Holy  Roman  Empire,  the 
choice  of  a  king  of  the  Romans,  and  of  a  ninth  elector,  the  juggling  of 
the  Elector  Palatine,  and  other  subjects  of  discussion  will  give  your 
pacificators  plenty  to  do ;  and  before  all  this  is  settled  I  hope  to  receive 
an  invitation  from  the  Duke  De  Laval  to  take  coffee  with  him  in  tlie 

trenches  before Fribourg,  if  you  please.     But  do  not  mention  this 

to  the  queen.  Ilave  you  been  at  tlie  review  at  Breslau?  The  old 
Frederick  had  a  brilliant  cortege.  I  await  your  reply  with  impatience. 
Your  first  letter  will  encourage  me  to  keep  up  a  coiTcspondence,  which 
I  shall  esteem  a  great  honor. 

XLII. 

EXTRACT  FROM  A  LETTER  OF  LAFAYETTE  TO  GENERAL  KNOX. 

Paku,  Ftbntary  11,  17S«. 
I  have  been  very  much  pleased  with  my  journey.  I  went  to  Cas- 
sel,  Brunswick,  Berlin,  Prince  Plenry's  conn  try-seat,  Potsdam,  Silesia, 
Moravia,  Vienna,  Bohemia,  Saxony,  Potsdam  agiun  and  Prince  Henry's^ 
Berlin,  Magdeburg.  I  siaw  kirtgs,  emperors,  generals,  troops  of  every 
kind,  and  fields  of  battle.     The  Prussian  troops  are  indeed  most  admi- 
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rMe ;  their  iD&ntry  is  handsome,  well  exercised,  and  manenvers  in  a 
line  better  than  I  had  any  idea  o£  I  have  seen  twenty  thousand  men  iu 
one  line  at  Breslau.  There  were  also  seventy-five  squadrons  of  a  hun- 
dred men  each,  of  the  best  cavalry  in  the  world ;  their  horses  are  very 
indifferent,  but  habit  and  discipline  give  them  a  boldness  and  a  rapidity 
which  is  surprising.  In  Sileeia,  at  Pot.'dam  and  Magdeburg  I  have 
seen  sham  battles  where  I  admired  the  instruction  and  the  miUtary 
routine  by  which  in  that  army  a  fool  can  manage  his  corps  in  the  line  as 
well  almost  as  if  he  was  sensible ;  but  tlie  mode  of  recruiting  is  de- 
spotic There  is  hardly  any  provision  for  old  soldiers,  and  although  I 
found  much  to  admire,  I  had  rather  be  the  last  farmer  in  America  than 
the  first  general  in  Berlin.  The  imperial  army  is  more  substantial,  more 
numerous,  than  that  of  Prussia ;  but  not  so  well  exercised  by  fur,  and 
is  adopting  the  same  principles  for  her  recruits.  Baron  De  Steuben  was 
often  mentioned  to  me,  and  while  I  had  the  opportunity  to  do  justice  to 
bis  services  among  us,  I  was  happy  to  know  he  is  esteemed  in  his  ovm 
country  as  he  deserves.  His  family  made  inquiries  about  him  to  me, 
and  I  felt  a  sincere  pleasure  in  letting  them  know  that  he  was  well,  and 
much  respected  in  America. 

XLin. 

♦  EXTRACT  FROM   A   LETTER  OF  PRINCE   HENRT   OF   PRUSSIA  TO   STEUBEN. 

BESLnr,  March  8, 1786. 

I  recollect  with  great  pleasure  the  time  when  you  were  with  us, 
and  was  extremely  happy  to  hear  from  you.  I  take  great  share  in  the 
military  successes  you  have  had  among  the  Americans,  and  shall  always 
be  much  pleased  to  hear  that  nothing  disturbs  the  happy  repose  you  are 
now  enjoying  and  which  you  have  so  justly  merited. 

I  seize  with  eagerness  tliis  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  my  assur- 
ances of  the  Hvely  interest  I  take  in  whatever  concerns  you,  and  of  the 
distinguished  sentiments  with  which  I  ever  shall  be 

Your  most  affectionate  friend,  Hsnrt. 

XLIV. 

*  STEUBEN  TO  BARON  VON  DER  OOLTZ. 

'  1786. 

My  Dear  Baron, — 

Encouraged  by  the  assurance  I  have  received  that  you  still  re- 
member ai^  old  friend  who  has  always  felt  sincerely  attached  to  you, 
I  take  advantage  of  Mr.  Littelpage's  (captain  in  the  Spanish  service) 
departure  for  Europe  to  repeat  to  you  the  sentiments  of  esteem  and 
friendship  which  I  feel  towards  you.  I  sliould  long  since  have  recalled 
myself  to  your  recollection,  but  I  always  hoped  to  see  you  at  Paris,  and 
thus  refrained  from  writing. 

30 
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I  am  vain  enough  to  believe  that  you  have  sometimes  beard  me 
spoken  of,  both  favorably  and  the  reverse,  as  is  usuaUy  the  case.  I  beg 
you  to  judge  between  the  two  extremes,  and  the  caricatare  will  not  be  so 
very  extravagant  or  unlike.  I  am  well  aware  that  in  the  queen's  apaii- 
mentA  tlie  American  Revolution  has  but  one  young  hero,  but  yon  know 
that  women  must  always  have  a  little  Jesus  to  work  mirodea.  Believe 
me,  dear  baron,  that  the  task  which  I  had  to  perform  was  not  an  eaaj 
one.  My  good  repubUcans  wanted  every  thing  in  the  English  style, 
our  great  and  good  allies  every  thing  according  to  the  French  mode; 
and  when  I  presented  a  plate  of  aaurhraui  dressed  in  the  Prussian 
style,  tliey  all  wanted  to  throw  it  out  of  the  window.  Nevertheksa, 
by  the  force  of  proving  by  "  God  damns**  tliat  my  cookery  was  the 
best,  I  overcame  the  prejudices  of  the  former ;  but  the  second  liked  me 
OS  little  in  tlic  forests  of  America  as  they  did  on  the  plains  of  Rossbach. 
Do  not,  therefore,  be  astonished  if  I  am  not  painted  in  very  bright 
colors  in  Parisian  circles.  Our  poor  friend,  Woedtkc,  found  a  grave  in 
this  country.     Bile  and  French  brandy  finished  him  at  Lake  Champlain. 

But  enough  of  this  Revolution.  It  is  now  nothing  more  than  an  old 
newspapiT.  Let  us  glance  at  what  is  actually  going  on  in  your  hcmi- 
splu.'ro.  It  strikes  me  tliat  you  gentlemen  of  the  diplomatic  corps  are 
projaririg  some  work  for  the  soldiers.  Would  that  I  were  twenty  years 
younjjfer!  But  no  matter.  In  my  solitude  the  new8pai>ers  are  a  great 
source  of  amusement,  and  they  are  so  insipid  without  a  few  battles. 
Will  3'ou  have  the  kindness  to  give  me  some  information  of  our  old 
comrades,  Schwerin,  Grutz,  Mulleudorff,  the  Tartar  Goltz,  Geusau  and 
Nat/.mer — are  they  i^till  livin;;?  What  rank  do  they  hold,  in  what 
i-egimeuts  and  in  what  garrisons  are  they  stationed,  so  that  I  niay  know 
where  to  address  Ihem  ? 

If  you  have  any  commissions  to  execute  in  this  country,  I  flatter 
mys4;lf  that  you  will  intrust  them  to  me.  I  shall  prize  any  occasion  to 
.show  you  my  sincere  altachment* 

1  bespeak  your  kindness  for  the  young  officer  who  will  hand  you 
this  letter.  Although  he  has  not  served  under  me,  he  has  shown  such 
excellent  testimony  to  his  good  conduct  at  the  taking  of  Minorca  and 
at  the  siege  of  Gibraltar,  that  I  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  him  to 
your  attention.* 

XLV. 

*     STEUBEN      TO     BARON     DE     GAUDY. 

New  Yokk,  1757-^88. 

8iR, — The  same  paper  that  contained  the  announcement  of  Fn»d- 
crick  William's  accession  to  the  throne,  also  informed  me  that  you  were 

*  Baron  von  dcr  Goltz  was  at  the  time  Prussiau  Ambassador  at  Paris. 
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in  your  proper  place.  Sincere  regret  for  my  old  master,  the  best  wishes 
for  his  present  majesty,  and  satisfaction  at  seeing  your  merits  rewarded, 
were  the  sentiments  that  I  experienced  on  receiving  the  news. 

Permit  me,  sir,  on  this  occasion  to  renew  an  acquaintance  of  which 
I  am  sorry  to  say  a  long  lapse  of  time  and  distance  have  deprived  me. 
You  may  have  heard,  perhaps,  that  I  have  thought  proper  to  put  in 
practice  in  another  hemisphere  the  military  knowledge  which  I  acquired 
while  I  had  the  honor  of  serving  with  you  under  the  same  colors. 
My  success  has  outstripped  my  most  sanguine  expectations.  The  dif- 
ficulties which  I  had  to  encounter  were  innumerable.  A  foreigner, 
ignorant  of  the  language  of  the  country,  without  resources  or  help- 
without  authority,  I  may  say — ^I  succeeded  in  forming  an  army  ca- 
pable of  resisting  Great  Britain,  and  the  result  of  this  Revolution  has 
crowned  my  enterprise.  How  happy  I  should  be  could  I  give  you  as 
satisfactory  an  account  of  our  political  affairs  as  I  can  of  our  military 
successes.  But  I  can  not  As  this  matter  is  not  at  all  within  my  ca- 
pacity, I  shall  content  myself  with  the  remark,  that  it  is  with  real  re- 
gret I  see  so  soon  tottering  the  edifice  which  I  helped  to  build  at  so 
much  labor  and  suffering.  But  I  am  forgetting  that  I  am  writing  to 
a  royalist,  who  will  rejoice  at  the  bad  fortune  of  rebels. 

Notwithstanding  that  I  have  laid  aside  tlic  sword  for  the  second 
and  probably  for  the  last  time,  I  still  amuse  myself  with  the  profession 
which  for  so  many  years  was  the  object  of  my  study.  It  is  on  this  ac- 
count that  I  beg  you  to  give  me  a  copy  of  the  works  which  you  have 
published  on  mih'tary  matters,  and  thus  increase  my  military  library. 
Long  since  I  have  had  your  "  Elements  of  Tactics"  translated  into  En- 
glish for  the  instruction  of  the  officers;  butM.  de  Holtzcndorff's  French 
translation  does  not  do  justice  to  the  author,  and  he  does  not  seem  to 
have  paid  the  least  attention  to  the  engraved  plans.  Will  you  have  the 
goodness  to  send  me  a  Gkrman  copy,  and  I  shall  translate  it  more  ac- 
curately for  my  American  pupils. 

You  must  not,  however,  believe  that  I  have  introduced  the  entire 
system  of  drill,  evolutions,  maneuvers,  discipline,  tactics  and  Prussian 
formation  into  our  army.  I  should  have  been  pelted  had  I  attempted 
it^  and  should  inevitably  have  failed. 

My  ordinance,  which  was  translated  in  Paris,  is  a  rhapsody  that  I 
hope  has  never  reached  you ;  but  if  you  have  seen  it  by  clmnce,  I  beg 
you  not  to  condemn  it  without  considering  my  situation. 

In  the  first  place,  the  genius  of  this  nation  is  not  in  the  least  to 
be  compared  with  that  of  the  Prussians,  Austrians,  or  French.  You 
say  to  your  soldier,  "  Do  this,  and  he  doeth  it ;"  but  I  am  obliged  to 
say,  "This  is  the  reason  why  you  ought  to  do  that,"  and  then  he 
does  it 

Your  army  is  tlse  growth  of  a  century,  mine  of  a  day.     My  officers 
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were  as  raw  as  my  soldiora.  Tfaia  anny  was  renewed  aimoBt  after  erery 
campaign,  and  I  considered  myself  too  fortunate  if  I  had  my  rabniita 
four  weeks  before  the  commencement  of  active  opcrationaL 

Judge,  then,  whether  I  could  amuse  myself  much  with  Ihe  manage- 
ment of  arms  and  parades.  Contrary  to  my  principles,  I  was  foioed  to 
begin  my  task  at  the  wrong  end,  and  after  executing  great  maneorers 
with  six  or  eight  thousand  men  together,  I  have  sent  my  generals  and 
colonels  to  learn  the  manual  exercise. 

After  what  I  have  related  above,  you  will  admit  that  my  task  was 
not  an  easy  one,  and  you  will  judge  my  ordinances  indulgently.  I 
should  also  tell  you  that  besides  infantry,  cavalry,  artillery  and  light 
troops  every  thing  belonged  to  my  department,  and  my  aids  and  as- 
sistants were  all  of  my  own  creation. 

In  all  the  deviations  ftom  the  Prussian  ordinance  that  I  was  com- 
pelled to  make,  there  is  one  that  I  never  regretted.  It  is  the  formation 
of  my  battalions,  which  were  numerically  only  half  tho  strength  of  a 
Prussian  battalion.  The  battalion  was  commanded  by  a  lieutenant  col- 
onel or  major.  It  was  divideil  into  two  divisions ;  each  division  into 
two  companies ;  the  company  into  two  platoons ;  the  platoons  into  two 
sections ;  the  section  into  two  demi-sections ;  the  demi-eection  into  two 
squads ;  anil  the  squad  into  two  files.  Two  battalions  formed  a  regi- 
ment, commanded  by  a  colonel ;  two  regiments  a  brigade,  commanded 
by  a  brigadier  general ;  two  brigades  a  division,  commanded  by  a  ma- 
jor general.  A  battalion  of  light  infantry,  or  rifles,  two  squadrons  of 
dragoonv^,  and  two  companies  of  artillery  attached  to  this  division, 
formed  a  legion.  This  simple  formation  was  of  infinite  service  to  me, 
as  well  for  my  maneuvers  as  for  Uie  subdivision  of  detachments.  You 
see  that  I  did  not  adopt  the  five  companies  in  a  battalion,  and  that  mino 
was  always  ready,  each  officer  remaining  with  his  company. 

XLVL 

STEUBEN     TO     J.     W.     MULLIGAN. 

PmLADBunnAf  Januarp  11,  lT98w 
Your  letter  of  the  7th  was  handed  me  yesterday  by  Mr.  Hamilton. 
In  vain,  my  dear  child,  should  I  undertake  to  express  to  you  the  sensa- 
tions which  this  letter  created  in  my  heart  Neither  have  I  the  courage 
U)  attempt  to  arrest  the  tears  you  have  so  great  reason  to  shed.  For  a 
heart  as  feeling  as  yours  this  was  the  severest  of  trials,  and  nothing  but 
time  can  bring  consolation  under  circumstances  so  afOicting. 

Strength  of  mind  is  enfeebled  by  griefs  of  this  nature ;  but,  my 
friend,  one  ought  not  to  suffer  it  to  be  entirely  extinguished,  for  it  b  the 
duty  of  a  sensible  man  to  cherish  the  heavenly  fire  with  which  we  are 
endowed  by  Providence. 


Despite  moral  philosophy,  I  weep  with  you,  and  glory  in  the  hu- 
mxa  weakness  of  mingling  my  tears  with  those  of  a  friend  I  so  ten- 
derly love. 

My  dear  Charles  ought,  ere  this,  to  have  received  my  answer  to  the 
touching  letter  he  wrote  me. 

I  repeat  my  entreaties,  to  hasten  your  journey  to  Philadelphia  as 
fioon  as  your  strength  pcrmitfii.  My  heart  and  my  arms  arc  open  to  re- 
ceive you.  In  the  midst  of  the  attention  and  fetes  which  they  have 
the  goodness  to  give  me,  I  enjoy  not  a  moment's  tranquillity  until  I  hold 
you  in  my  arms.  Grant  me  this  favor  without  delay,  but  divide  your 
journey,  that  you  may  not  be  fatigued  at  the  expense  of  your  health. 

0,  if  our  fHend  could  accompany  you  I  Embrace  him  for  me,  with 
the  same  tender  friendship  I  feel  for  you. 

XLVIL 

JOHN     W.     MULLIGAN     TO     BENJAMIN     WALKER. 

Stkubbx,  November  29,  1794 

I  am  at  length  sufficiently  composed  to  begin,  0  my  dear  sir,  a  sad 
tale.  On  Tuesday  morning  last,  our  friend,  my  father,  was  struck  with 
a  palsy  which  deprived  his  left  side  of  motion.  The  evening  before  we 
parted  at  eleven ;  he  was  Avell,  perfectly  weU.  At  four  o'clock  I  was 
alarmed  with  the  cry  that  he  was  dying,  and  when  I  entered  his  cham- 
ber he  was  in  extreme  agony  and  i^peared  to  have  suffered  long.  I 
sent  for  inmiediate  assistance,  and  dispatched  White  for  Major  North. 
He  was  sensible  and  could  speak,  reached  violently,  asked  for  an  emetic 
which  I  gave  him — it  operated  well  I  then  put  him  to  bed,  from  which 
I  had  taken  him  by  his  desire.  H% continued  to  speak  at  intervals  till 
about  six,  and  from  thence  was  speechless.  He  remained  apparently 
sensible  during  the  greater  part  of  Tuesday,  notwithstanding  he  was 
often  in  convulsions.  That  night  he  was  pretty  quiet,  though  the  fits 
sometimes  returned.  He  did  not  show  any  signs  of  sense  afterwards. 
Every  measure  which  the  situation  afforded  was  pursued  to  relieve  him 
until  the  arrival  of  the  doctor  on  Thursday.  He  administered  medi 
cines  which  gave  some  reliefj  but  it  was  not  long.  The  stroke  was  too 
violent,  and  yesterday,  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock,  oh,  my  good  Gk)d, 
my  parent  died  I  0,  Colonel  Walker,  our  friend,  my  all ;  I  can  write 
no  more.  Come  if  you  can,  I  am  lonely.  Ob,  goo<l  God,  what  soli- 
tude is  in  my  bosom.  Oh,  if  you  were  here  to  mingle  your  tears  with 
mine,  there  would  be  some  consolation  for  the  distressed 

John  W.  Mulligan. 
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btkuben's   last   will   and   testamsvt. 

I,  Frederick  William  Boron  De  Steuben,  of  the  Citjr  and  State  of 
Kow  York,  do  make  tliis  uiy  last  will  and  testament 

Sufficient  reasons  having  determined  mc  to  exclqde  my  relatiTes  in 
Europe  from  any  participation  in  my  estate  in  Ameiica^  and  to  adopt 
my  friends  and  former  aides-de-camp,  Benjamin  Walker  and  William 
North,  as  my  children,  and  make  them  sole  devisees  of  aU  my  estate 
therein,  except  as  hereinailerwarda  is  otherwise  disposed  of.  In  conse- 
quence thereof  I  bequeath  to  the  said  Benjamin  Walker  the  sum  of 
three  tliousand  dollars,  and  the  gold-hilted  sword  given  to  me  by  Cou- 
gress ;  to  the  said  William  North  I  bequeath  my  silver-hilted  sword, 
and  the  gold  box  given  me  by  the  city  of  New  York ;  to  John  W. 
Mulligan  I  bequeath  the  whole  of  my  library,  maps  and  charts^  and  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  to  complete  it,  and  to  each 
of  my  servants  living  with  me  at  the  time  of  my  decease  one  yearns 
wages,  and  besides  this,  to  my  valet-dc-chambre,  all  my  wearing  appar- 
el I  do  hereby  declare  that  those  legacies  to  my  servants  are  on  the 
following  conditions :  that  on  my  decease  tliey  do  not  permit  any  person 
to  touch  my  body,  nor  even  to  change  the  shirt,  in  which  I  shall  die, 
but  tliat  they  wrap  me  up  in  my  old  military  cloak  and  in  twenty-four 
hours  after  my  decease  bury  me  in  such  a  spot  as  I  shall  before  my 
decease  point  out  to  them,  and  that  they  never  acquaint  any  j>erson 
with  the  place  wlierein  I  shall  be  buried.  And  lastly  I  do  f^ivt?,  devise 
and  bequeath  all  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  estate,  real  and  per.'^onal, 
after  the  payment  of  niy  debts  and  the  legacies  aforesaid,  to  the  said  Bi?n- 
jamin  Walker  an<l  William  North,  their  heirs,  executors  and  adminis- 
trators, share  and  share  alike,  hereby  appointing  the  said  Benjamin 
Walker  and  Wil  iain  North  executors  of  tliLs  my  last  will  and  testament, 
and  revoking  all  former  wills  by  me  heretofore  made. 
New  York,  February  12,  1794. 

Steubex.     (l.  s.) 
Signed,  sealed,  published  and  declared 

as  the  last  will  and  testament,  etc.,  in  tlie 

presence  of  Charles  Wiluamson,  CnAMiES 

Adams  and  W.  H.  JIobinson. 

XLIX. 

EULOGY  OF  THE  GERMAN  SOCIETY. 

P^om  yew  York  Journal  and  Patriotic  Register,  No,  2939,  of  Jan,  7,  1795. 

When,  in  the  dispensation  of  Ilis  Providence,  it  pleases  the  Al- 
mighty Buler  of  the  Universe  to  remove  from  this  world  persons  who 
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bayo  been  eminently  useful  to  mankind,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  so- 
ciety to  which  they  Lave  belonged  to  bear  to  tlieir  virtue  some  honor- 
able testimonial.  In  this  sentiment,  mankind  in  all  ages  and  in  every 
country  have  been  agreed. 

And  whereas,  we,  the  German  Society  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
have  lately  received  official  intelligence  of  the  deatli  of  our  late  respect- 
ed countryman  and  president,  Frederick  William  Baron  De  Steuben : 

We,  reflecting  upon  his  kind  and  affectionate  deportment  as  a  citi- 
zen, as  a  member,  and  as  president  of  our  charitable  institution,  and 
considering  the  important  services  he  rendered  this  our  country,  can  not 
but  view  him  as  justly  entitled  to  an  affectionate  place  in  tlie  memory 
of  every  citizen,  and  of  each  member  of  our  society. 

We  therefore  conceive  it  our  duty  as  members  of  tliis  society,  and 
as  citizens  of  the  American  republic,  to  pay,  on  this  mournful  occasion, 
a  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory ;  and  though  that  heart  which  was 
once  alive  to  every  honorable  feehng  of  our  nature,  is  now  "  compressed 
into  a  clod  of  the  valley,"  unconscious  of  this  mark  of  our  respect  and 
regard,  still  this  performance  of  our  duty  may  not  be  without  its  use  to 
society,  while  to  the  members  of  our  society  it  may  be  an  Inducement 
to  the  practice  of  those  gentle  and  amiable  virtues,  by  which  the  de- 
ceased gained  our  affections  and  esteem.  To  our  countrymen  in  gen- 
eral it  may  serve  as  a  further  incentive  to  the  discharge  of  those  duties 
they  owe  to  their  country ;  for  by  tliis  tliey  will  learn  that  the  fame  of 
virtuous  deeds  is  as  extensive  as  their  utility,  and  that  the  names  of 
those  who  have  rendered  distinguished  services  in  the  cause  of  freedom, 
descend  to  posterity,  not  only  adorned  witli  the  wreath  of  public  ad- 
miration, but  even  in  societies,  like  ours,  abstracted  from  all  political 
concerns  and  devoted  solely  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  benevo- 
lence, their  virtues  are  held  in  tender  remembrance,  and  their  memories 
are  embalmed  by  the  sight  of  unfeigned  regret 

Be  it,  therefore,  resolved,  by  the  officers  of  the  German  Society, 
now  convened  on  this  mournful  occasion,  that  the  members  thereof  be 
requested  to  wear  the  usual  mourning  six  weeks,  in  testimony  of  their 
respect  for  the  public  and  private  virtues  of  their  late  president,  Freder- 
ick William  Baron  De  Steuben ;  and  also,  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gross  be 
requested  to  deliver  a  funeral  oration  in  the  German  language,  in  honor 
of  our  deceased  president,  on  Sunday  next,  half  past  two  o'clock,  P.  m., 
in  the  Reformed  German  Church  in  Nassau  street 

David  Grimm,  V.  P. 

WiLUAM  WlUiERDINQ,  SeO, 

December  29,  1794. 
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FBOM    AK    ItfCOMPLITB    MIHORIAL. 

The  tespccUAAc  ciliH-ns  who  entered  the  IMs  ^th  so  much  ardor, 
quitted  their  cabins  with  more  regret  to  answer  to  the  second  odL 
Thoso  who  were  in  more  (?asj  circiimstaDces  pmpticd  their  parses  to 
induce  those  who  wore  poorer  to  tuko  tlicir  plnccs.  The  rotation  of 
service  soon  became  a  spt^nilalion,  and  boforc  tlie  end  of  the  second 
campaign  lliuro  were  very  few  rich  enough  to  pay  a  substitute  to  serre 
in  their  stcail.  Associations  were  funned,  and,  by  the  force  of  money, 
diildrcn,  iiivaliil.4  and  vo^^nta  were  cngnged  (o  coniplt'tc  tbo  number 
of  the  eontingcnttt.  These  men  were  engaged  for  such  short  t«nns  that 
one  recruit  soon  took  tho  place  of  another,  and  the  country  bccam'' 
qiiiekly  desljtute  of  money.  They  then  began  to  pay  in  prduca 
NcgroLii,  eallle,  produce,  cvc-n  lands  wcro  given  to  reeruita  who  were 
utterly  useless  to  the  army. 

CongrCBs  and  tlic  conimander-in-eliicf  renionsl.ratcd.  Tho  ov;l  had 
become  inciirahle.  The  soldiera  whose  hina  had  expired  could  nut  be 
kept  on  at  any  price ;  several  withdrew  in  tho  middle,  others  at  tjie  end 
of  the  campaign.  Tlie  cni-tny  was  ahv.iys  in  full  foree,  wliilc  Ihc 
Ami.'ricMi  army  wta  almost  insuflleieut  to  furnidi  tho  guords  for  our 
ailvanci^i!  jiosta  Tlie  ni:w  recruit  gx-nerjily  arrireil  when  the  opei-aliutis 
of  till-  war  were  fur  aiivanceiL  Ho  arrived  in  a  wrctchcil  eoniiitiiM^ 
destilulo  of  evt'17  article  of  clothing,  nnd  utterly  ignorant  of  a  soldier's 
<Iuty.  Oflj.'n  a  thini  of  llusc  now  levies  was  totally  unfit  for  servii-c; 
another  tiurd  soon  went  into  Iui!i[iita1,  and  the  rcmaiuing  tUinl  was 
slightly  trained  during  tin"  tinio  Ihat  tlie  enemy  employed  in  making 
hid  di^pasitioiM. 

lu  the  tliird  campaign  the  government  was  compcllod  to  reduce  to 
a  con-iidcvable  extent  tlie  number  of  regiments,  from  inability  to  recruit 
tliein.  If  tlie  fnto  of  America  could  have  been  decided  in  one  day  by 
B  general  eng{^;;enicnt,  it  is  possible  tliat  tlie  entliiLiiasm  of  our  val'imus 
dtii»!ns  iniglit  have  achi<Tved  a  victory  over  nn  army  as  brave  a.s  il  was 
well  diseiiilined.  But  a  war  is  seldom  finished  by  one  or  two  battW 
It  is  nociswuy  to  ko4^  Ihc  field,  and  the  hope  of  regaiuing  advantoj^ 
on  another  ocaision,  tends  to  prolong  the  operations  of  tlie  war. 

Tlic  eiti7.^n  who  had  braved  dcotli  at  Bunker  liilt,  eould  not  resist 
the  de!ure  to  see  lili  Giinily,  uid  tukc  charge  of  his  liouseliold.  The 
hero  in  the  iiattle  of  to-day  became  .1  dosertcr  to-morrow,  [Wrfcctly  con- 
fident idiit  be  was  not  guilty  of  any  improiiriety.  "  I  have  liad  my 
turn,"  hi!  used  to  say ;  "  1  have  fought  bravely,  let  my  neighbor  do  like- 
wi.^e.  If  five  hundred  tiionsand  of  my  fellow  citj/cns  fire  ua  many 
Ebola  at  tho  uucniy  as  I  liavu  fired  in  the  Inst  battle,  the  tnemy  wouU 
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be  soon  annihilated,  and  my  country  would  be  free.**  The  neighbor, 
animated  by  the  same  sentiments,  puts  on  his  arms,  joins  the  army, 
fills  the  vacancy,  and  asks  nothing  better  than  to  fight  and  distinguish 
himself.  But  a  battle  is  not  fought  every  day.  He  waits  a  week,  two, 
three,  perhaps  a  month.  He  begins  to  long  to  see  his  family,  his  cabin, 
his  land  which  requires  his  presence  to  sow  the  crop  or  make  his 
harvest  He  fears  to  lose  the  produce  of  an  entire  year.  His  anxiety 
affects  his  health.  There  is  nothing  left  for  him  but  to  go  into  hospital 
or  go  home.  He  returns  to  require  some  other  neighbor  to  take  his 
turn,  and  so  on  indefinitely.  This  rotation  soon  exhausts  the  village, 
but  the  war  is  not  ended,  and  the  enemy  is  getting  ready  for  another 
campaign. 

LL 

RICHARD    PETERS    TO    STEUBEN. 

Belmokt,  Oceo&«r  80, 178S. 
*  n^  *  ^  *  little** 

Having  been  in  the  War  Office  from  its  establishment  to  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Board  of  War  (which  happened  after  the  gi-eat  events  of 
the  war  were  passed  through,  and  a  short  time  before  the  peace),  I  can 
speak  from  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  efibcts  your  talents  and  in- 
dustrious exertions  produced. 

And  you  will  permit  me  to  say  that  they  operated  like  a  charm 
upon  every  branch  of  the  civil  business  of  the  department  Many  obsta- 
cles were  encountered  by  you,  in  tlie  commencement  of  your  operations, 
which  I  believe  very  few  men  would  have  overcome.  But  when  your 
plans  were  understood  and  relished  by  the  army,  an  economy  was 
introduced  which  not  only  made  the  situation  of  those  concerned  in 
superintending  the  supplies  easier  and  happier,  but  was  the  cause  of 
such  immense  savings  to  the  United  States,  as  will  bear  no  comparison 
with  any  compensation  you  can  now  expect 

It  was  scarcely  possible  for  us,  before  your  successful  exertions  in- 
troduced discipline  and  the  pohce  of  the  camp  into  our  army,  to  keep 
pace  with  the  waste  and  loss  daily  experieuced. 

But  how  happy  was  the  change,  tlie  inspection  returns  and  other 
documents  will  abundantly  evince  I  I  say  not  these  things  from  any 
motive  but  that  of  justice  to  you,  and  from  a  desire  to  render  to  yoii  a 
small  but  grateful  tribute  for  the  eminent  and  useful  services  my  country 
has  received  at  your  hands.  This  I  consider  myself  as  bound  to  do, 
both  as  a  citizen  and  one  who  profited  not  a  little  by  your  information, 
and  the  observations  made  on  your  conduct  while  I  had  the  honor  to 
fill  a  public  station  with  which  you  were  connected,  and  in  which  I  had 
almost  as  much  to  learn  as  to  practice. 
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